
South 
A u ^ : a l ian 
He^Pege 
Act 
1978-80 

Reg i s te r o f S t a t e Her i t age 
ITEM EVALUATION SHEET 
H i s t o r i c S i t e 

terns 

Item RAILWAY YARDS, QUORN 
(PART OF THE QUORN RAILWAY COMPLEX) 

Age 
1879-1970 

Theme O f f i c e 
6533-10196 

Per iod 
Severa l Per iods 

Sub jec t 
TRANSPORTATION: LAND Region 

F1inders 
Mm 

S i te Xy pe 
Rai lway Complex 

Boundaries 
REFER TO. ATTACHED DIAGRAM 

S ta tus 
Refer to Cover 

Sheet 

Comment 

Qual i t a t i v e Data * 

Component 

H i s tory 

1. Context: Assoc iated w i t h the cons t ruc t ion of the Great 
Northern Rai lway L i ne , Quorn ts the f i r s t 
stage of cons t ruc t ion from Por t Augusta 
completed in 1879. Because of the subsequent 
development of the r a i l system, Quorn has 
remained r e l a t i v e l y untouched by modernisation 
and r e f l e c t s the era when r a i l was the major 
t r anspo r t a t i on l i nk to the seaboard. 

2. Person/Group: Assoc ia ted w i t h the South Aus t ra l Tan Rai lways 

Grading 
E VG AG FP NA 

3. Event: 1882: 
1917: 

1937: 

Orroroo. to Quorn l ine opened./ 
Standard gauge l i n e from Ka lgoo r l i e 
to P t . Augusta completed, and a l l 
east/west t r a f f i c passed through Quorn. 
D i r ec t l i n e from Adela ide to P t . 
Augusta v i a Por t P i r i e opened, bypassing 
l i n e v i a Quorn as the main east-west 
r a t iway . 

.1957: P t . Augusta/Maree l i n e opened to 
prov ide heav ier c a r r y i ng capac i t y to 
the Leigh Creek Coal F i e l d s . This 
e f f e c t i v e l y cut Quorn out of the Main 
North L i ne . 

Phys ica l Fabr i c 

Natural Components 

Man-made Components: 

F l a t open ground w i t h minor f a l l -to the 
e a s t , subs tan t i a l p l an t ing around 
per imeter , formal landscaping in f ron t 
of s t a t i o n i t s e l f , f l a t open nature of 
s i t e r e f l e c t s yards f unc t i on . 

Numerous la rge and small bu i l d i ngs , 
s t ruc tu res and p ieces of equipment spread 
over a la rge s i t e , major bui1dings inc lud 
S t a t i o n , Ba r racks , Car r i age Shed, Goods 
Shed and S i los ' , S t a t i o n Bu i l d i ng is most 
v i s u a l l y p leas ing wh i l e the o thers are 
f u n c t i o n a l . S i l o s , c a t t l e pens and sheep 
pens r e f l e c t the handl ing of the reg ion ' s 
economic base, the v a r i e t y of ra i lway 
bu i ld ings and equipment r e f l e c t that 
s u b j e c t ' s development and ope ra t i on , larg^ 
open spaces w i th s ca t t e red bu i ld ings 
f / s f l o r f c f k i : il 1 nrxara f 1 nnc 



[• South 
I A u s t r a l i a n 
1 H e § a g e 

1978-80 

R e g i s t e r o f S t a t e He r i t age Items 
ITEM EVALUATION SHEET 
Bu i l d i ngs and S t r u c t u r e s 

[• South 
I A u s t r a l i a n 
1 H e § a g e 

1978-80 
Item GOODS SHEDj QUORN 

(PART OF THE QUORN RAILWAY COMPLEX) 

Age 
1878 

Theme O f f i c e 
6533-10196 

I Pe r iod 
1 1852-1883 

Sub j e c t 
TRANSPORTATION: LAND 

Reg i on 
F | i n d e r s Ranges 

B u i l d i n g Type 
Warehouse 

S t y l e 
VICTORIAN 

S t a tus 
Refer to Cover 

Shpifit 
Q u a l i t a t i v e Data » Grad i ng 
Component Comment E VG AG FP NA 

H i s to r y 

Re fer to E v a l u a t i o n Sheet fo r the Ra i lway 
Yards . 

Arch i t e c t u r e 

A r c h i t e c t / 
Bu i 1der: 
Eng ineer : 

S . A . R . , I n d i v i d u a l / n o t s p e c i f i c a l l y mentioned. 
Not r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e . 
S . A . R . , i n d i v i d u a l not s p e c i f i c a l l y menttoned. 

* 

5- Des ign: Corrugated i ron b u i l d i n g , w i t h p l a t f o r m ' s c rane , 
curved c i r r y g a t e d iron- roof w i t h r i d g e 
v e n t i l a t o r , aus t e r e but f u n c t i o n a l , s l i d i n g ' ' 
l oad ing doors on one s i d e , s e m i c i r c u l a r 
louvred v e n t s , modest barge board. 

* 

6. Cons t ruc t ion : Corrugated i ron on a t imber frame, t imber and 
i ron t russ roo f . 

* 

7. I n t e r i o r : Exposed s t r u c t u r e . * : 

8. Representat ion: Many o the rs of i t s tyoe and cons t ru c t i on e x i s t 
but most a re badly neg lec ted and w i l l 
probably be demolished. In the context of the 
yards i t i s an . impor tant example. 

* 

Envi ronment 

9. C o n t i n u i t y : Se t oppos i te the newly renovated s t a t i o n 
building;,- somewhat i s o l a t e d in the. f l a t open 
r a i lway y a rds . 

* 

10. Local Cha rac te r : U t i l i t a r i a n design I s app rop r i a t e in i t s 
context and sympathet ic in s c a l e , m a t e r i a l s 
and func t i on to the o ther b u i l d i n g s . 

* 

11 . Landmark: C e n t r a l l y loca ted in the whole group, oppos i te 
renovated s t a t i o n b u i l d i n g , on ly b u i l d i n g w i t h 
the d i s t i n c t i v e r a i jway form of curved roo f s . 

A 

1ntegr i ty 
12. ' A1 te ra t i ons None Vc 

13. Cond i t ion : No obvious s t r u c t u r a l d e f e c t s , lower por t ions 
of corrugated i ron s i d i ng in need of 
replacement. 



South 
A u s t r a l i a n 

i H e r l A e 
Act W 

1978-80 

Reg i s te r of S t a t e Her i tage I terns 
ITEM EVALUATION SHEET 
Bu i l d ings and S t ruc tu res 
Item RAILWAY YARDS, QUORN 

PART OF THE QUORN RAILWAY COMPLEX) 

Component 

6. Representat ion: 

Envi ronment 

7. Con t inu i t y : 

Comment 

of. the ya rd , buMdlngs and equipment date 
from a v a r i e t y of per iods and most is tn 
working o rde r , r e f e r to i n d i v i d u a l eva lua t ions 
One of severa l l a rge r a n yards in the S t a t e 
but s i g n i f i c a n t in a regional context , a l so 

s i g n i f i c a n t in that i t has not suf fered great 
modernization as o thers have. 

The s i t e of the yards dominates the a rea , the 
t e r r a i n and sparce occupat ion r e f l e c t s and ts 
sympathetic to t h i s area of Quorn. 

Grading 
E VG AG FP NA 

8. Local Charac te r : Refer to above, Yards a re the focus of the town 

9. Landmark: 

I n t eg r i ty 
10. A l t e r a t i o n s : 

11. Condi t i o n : 

12. Compa t i b i1 i t y : 

Rai lway Yards are the focus of the town of Quorn 
Rai lway Ter race is the main commercial s t r e e t 
and faces the s i t e , f a m i l i a r loca l and S t a t e 
landmark. 

Some bu i ld ings a re not o r i g i n a l and some have 
been removed, major e l emen t s-s t i l l I n t a c t and 
changes r e f l e c t growth and development of the 
ya rds . 

Refer to ind i v idua l eva luat lons . of p a r t i c u l a r 
items,' biasi.caily the elements are sound but 
some maintenance is necessary . 

Although o f f i c i a l l y by-passed;and c losed down, 
the Quorn Yards "are the ceiritre~for the^P ich i 
R i c h l Steanr Ra i lway P rese r va t i on S o c i e t y . 

oo 
o 

CM 

r*\ O 

LLl 

Supplementary Information 
Adaptat ion: In accommodating the S o c i e t y ' s e f f o r t s at ; Quorn the bas ic charac te r 

of the ya rds ' shou ld be maintained wh t i e , a l l ow ing for some techn ica l 
advancements. The yards should be looked a t as a whole and an 
attempt should be made to u t i l i s e i t a l l ra ther than a l low one 
por t ion to develop and the o t h e r . d e t e r i o r i a t e . The Soc ie t y 
appears sympathet ic arid i t s nature as a steam-based o rgan iza t ion 
should ensure an understanding approach to the s i t e s adapta t ion . 
The s i t e should be the sub jec t of an i n t e r p r e t a t i v e plan in order 
to ensure a uniform approach and i t s f u l l u t i 1 i z a t i o n as an 
i n t e r p r e t a t i v e dev ice i t s e l f and not j u s t a venue for present ing 
steam locomotives. The very reason the s i t e as a whole is being 
looked a t is that i t has a l a rger s tory to t e l l . 

Current S i t u a t i o n : Refer to the 'Summary' po r t i on .o f the cover sheet . 

I n t e rp r e t a t i on : 

Eva luated By I var Nelsen 
Consultant Archi t ec t 

Reviewed By 

I r i s Iwanicki 
Reg is te r H i s t o r i an 

Date 

Mark A. Butcher 
Reg is te r Superv isor 

south A u s t r a l i a n Her i tage Committee Ca tegor iza t ion 

Date 

Date 



I-South 
J A u s t r a l i a n 
1 H e r i ^ k e 

Act ^ ^ 
1978-80 

Reg is te r of S t a t e Her i tage Items 
ITEM EVALUATION SHEET 
Bu i l d inas and S t ruc tu res 

I-South 
J A u s t r a l i a n 
1 H e r i ^ k e 

Act ^ ^ 
1978-80 

Item GOODS SHED, QUORN 
(PART OF THE QUORN RAILWAY COMPLEX) 

Component Comment 

14. ^ Compa t i b i l i t y : Minor storage f a c i l i ty a t present . 

Grad i ng 
E VG AG FP NA 

Component Comment 

14. ^ Compa t i b i l i t y : Minor storage f a c i l i ty a t present . * 

Supplementary Information 

Adaptat ion: The b u i l d i n g ' s form and s t ru c tu r e should be re ta ined but new 
i n t e r i o r f i t t i n g s could be; i n s t a l l ed . I t would be most, s u i t a b l e 
i f i t s o r i g i n a l funct ion was maintained but i t could t o l e r a t e a 
change as long as t h i s does not a f f e c t i t s appearance in the 
yards . 

I n t e r p r e t a t i o n : As a funct iona l bu i ld ing w i t h i n a complete ra i lway yard t h i s 
bu i ld ing has a high po ten t i a l for i n t e r p r e t a t i o n in respect to 
ra i lway technology and development. I t i s important to view th i s 
bu i ld ing in light-, of an o v e r a l l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n plan for ra i lway 
yards and not as an i so l a ted item. 

Current S i t u a t i o n : Refer to the 'Summary' por t ion of the Cover Sheet . 

Eva luated By , v a r N e | s e n | r i s | W an i ck i Date 
Consultant A r c h i t e c t Reg i s te r H i s t o r i a n 

K 6 V l e W e d B y Mark A. Butcher ^ I T 
Reg is te r Superv isor 

bouth A u s t r a l i a n Her i tage Committee Categor iza t ion Date 



South 
A u ^ r a l ian 
H^^tage 
Act 
1978-80 

Reg i s te r of S t a t e Her i tage I terns 
ITEM EVALUATION SHEET 
Bu i ld ings and S t ruc tu res 
Item CARRIAGE SHED (ENGINE RUNNING SHED) 

(PART OF THE QUORN RAILWAY COMPLEX) 

Age 
1878 

Theme O f f i c e 
6533-10196 

Per iod 
1852-1883 

Sub jec t 
TRANSPORTATION: LAND F1 i nders 

Ranges-
Bui Id ing Type 
U t i1 i t a r t an 

S t y l e 
VICTORIAN/FUNCTIONAL 

S ta tus 
Refer to 

Cover Shppf 
Q u a l i t a t i v e Data 

Component 

H is tory 

Archi t ec tu re 

A. , A r c h i t e c t / 
B u i l d e r : 
Engineer : 

5. Design: 

6. Construct ion: 

7. I n t e r i o r : 

8. Representat ion: 

Envi ronment 

9. Cont inu i t y : 

Comment 

Refer to Eva lua t ion Sheet for the Rai lway 
Yards. 

S p e c i f i c A r c h i t e c t unknown. 

Not r e ad i l y a v a i l a b l e . 

Large simple rec tangular bu i ld ing w i th gable 
roo f , e n t i r e l y c lad in corrugated i ron , 
p ro j e c t i ng v e n t i l a t o r s along r idge , l a rge 
semt-c i rcu la r v e n t i l a t o r in each end, modest 
bargeboard. 

Timber framed wa l I s and roof t r u s ses , s tee l 
brackets/knee j o i n t s , corrugated i ron 
c ladd ing . 

Exposed s t ru c tu r e and externa l c l add ing , 
ea r th f l oo r w i th timber planks loose forming 
f l o o r in a reas , timber work benches f ixed to 
long w a l I s . 

A once common bu i ld ing type by the nature 
of i t s cons t ruc t i on , i t i s being replaced and 
becoming sca rce . In the context of the yards 
i t i s an important example. 

Set a t one end o f the y a r d s , somewhat i so la tec 
bu i ld ings is a t y p i c a l s i t i n g arrangement in 
the ra i lway ya rds . 

10.. Local Character : U t i 1 i t a r i a n design is appropr ia te fn the 
yards and sympathetic to the other bu i ld ings 
in s c a l e , ma te r i a l s and func t ion . 

11 . Landma rk: I so l a t ed a t one end of ya rds , subs tan t i a l 
s i ze ' and d i s t i n c t i v e roof w i th v e n t i l a t i o n s 
are fea tures i d e n t i f i a b l e from a d i s t ance . 

Grad i ng 

E VG AG FP NA 
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A u s t r a l i a n 

er i tafle 
Ac t V 
1978-80 

r e g i s t e r or S t a t e He r i t age I terns 
ITEM EVALUATION SHEET 

Item CARRIAGE SHED (ENGINE RUNNING SHED) 
(PART OF THE QUORN RAILWAY COMPLEX) 

Component 

I n t e g r i t y 

12. A l t e r a t i ons : 

Comment Grading 
E VG AG FP NA 

13- Condit ion: 

One end opened up to a l l ow fo r-g rea te r access , 
not d i s r u p t i v e to form, s k i l l ion added to north. 

Some downpipes miss ing, timber windows and 
d e t a i l i n g r o t t i n g , bottom p la tes .on timber frame 
r o t t i n g , lower areas, of c ladding rus t ing , windows 

' broken, no obvious s t r u c t u r a l d e f e c t s ; 

14. Compat ib i l i t y : In use for i t s o r i g i n a l func t ion . 

Supplementary Information 

co o 
CM 

o 

Adaptat ion: As the bu i ld ing is being used fo r i t s o r i g i n a l purpose, l i t t l e 
a l t e r a t i o n should be necessary . I t i s a "minimal' bu i ld ing from 
the design sense and; should be maintained as such wh i l e 
incorporat ing necessary upgradings w i t h i n i t s f r amework . 
A l t e r a t i o n s should be viewed in l i g h t o f i t s i n t e r p r e t a t i v e r o l e . 

I n t e r p r e t a t i o n : As a func t iona l bu i ld ing w i t h i n a complete1 r a i l way ya rd , t h i s 
bu i ld ing has a high po ten t i a l fo r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n in respect to 
ra i lway technology and r o l l i n g stock maintenance and d i s p l a y . 
I t i s important to view th i s bu i ld ing in l i g h t of an o v e r a l l 
i n t e r p r e t a t i v e plan for the ra i lway yards and not as an i so l a t ed 
bu i l d ing . 

Current S i t u a t i o n : Refer to the 'Summary' por t ion of the Cover Sheet . 

Eva luated By I var Nelsen 
Consultant A r c h i t e c t 

reviewed By 

I r i s twanicki 
Reg is ter H i s t o r i a n 

Date 

Mark A. Butcher 
Regis ter Superv isor 

Date 

bouth A u s t r a l i a n Her i tage Committee Ca t ego r i za t i on Date 



South 
A u ^ - a l ian 
He^Plage 
Act 
1978-80 

Reg is te r of S t a t e Her i t age I terns 
ITEM EVALUATION SHEET 
Bu i ld ings and S t ruc tu res 
Item BARRACKS AND KITCHEN 

(PART OF THE QUORN RAILWAY COMPLEX) 

Aqe 
Amenities - 1882 
Barracks - 19^0 

Theme O f f i c e 
6533-10196 

Per iod 
1852-1883 
1928-19^5 

Subject 
TRANSPORTATION: LAND ^ l^nSers 

Ranges 

Bu i ld ing Type 
Dwel1i ng 

S t y l e 
UTILITARIAN 

S ta tus 
Refer to Cover 

Sheet 
Q u a l i t a t i v e Data 

Component 

H is tory 

Arch? t ec tu re 

k.. A r c h i t e c t : 
Eng i neer: 
B u i l d e r : 

5. Design: 

Construct ion: 

7. I n t e r l o r : 

00 o 
tM 
ro Q 

8. Representat ion: 

Comment 

Refer to Eva lua t ion Sheet fo r the Rai lway 
Yards. 

S . A . R . , s p e c i f i c a r c h i t e c t unknown. 
11 11 11 ... n 

Not r e ad i l y a v a i l a b l e . 

Two bu i ld ings jo ined lengthwide: . 
- Accommodation B lock , long hip roof ,over 

narrow b u i l d i n g , main roof forms verandah or 
four s i de s , only one room wfde, j u s t a 
s e r i e s of bedrooms. 

- Ki tchen bul l d ing, e a r l i e r gable roofed 
but Id i ng of more t r a d i t i o n a l const ruc t Ton, 
a t tached.verandah on simple rec tangular 
bu i l d i ng . 

-Accommodation b lock , e a r l y a p p l i c a t i o n of 
hollow concrete b locks , simple form of block 
except a t door and window openings where 
they have a r u s t i c a t ed f i n i s h . Concrete s le 
f l o o r , corrugated i ron hip roof w i th r a i l s 
as supports. s 

- Kitchen b u i l d i n g , strong rubble w a l l s w i th 
b r i ck quoins a t corners and openings, 
corrugated i ron gable roo f , timber berandah. 

- Accommodation B lock , spar tan , pa inted block 
w a l l s and f i b r o c e i l i n g , concrete f l o o r . 

- K i tchen b u i l d i n g , p las te red w a l I s , modern 
k i tchen cupboards i n s t a l l e d , f i b r o c e i l i n g . 

The Ki tchen Bu i l d ing is not unusual but the 
accommodation block is notab le fo r i t s simple 
func t iona l design u t i l i z i n g an i n t e r e s t i n g 
cons t ruc t ion technique. 

Grad i ng 
E VG AG FP NA 
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. I- South 
^ A u s t r a l i a n 
• H e r i A e 

Reg i s t e r o f S t a t e He r i t age Items 
ITEM EVALUATION SHEET 
B u i l d i n a s and S t r u c t u r e s 

\ Act ~ 
1978-80 

Item BARRACKS AND KITCHEN 
(PART OF THE QUORN RA(LWAY COMPLEX) 

Component Comment 
E 

Grad i ng 
VG AG FP NA 

Envi ronment 

9. Con t i nu i t y : Located near to u t l l f t a r i a n sheds on the s i t e , 
somewhat i s o l a t e d by an e a r t h depress ton and 
heavy p l a n t i n g , located i n corner of s i t e . 

A 

10. Local Cha rac te r : Compatible w i t h other bu i l d i ngs in the r a i lway 
yard and the town by i ts s c a l e , m a t e r i a l s and 
des ign . 

A 

11. Landmark: Desp i te I t s r e l a t i v e i s o l a t i o n and simple des ign 
the Accommodation B lock ts a v i s u a l f e a tu r e on 
the main approach in to Quorn from Hawker. 

A 

I n t e g r i t y 

12. A l t e r a t i o n s : : No a l t e r a t i o n s to the. Accommodation B l o ck , 
K i t chen bu i l d i ng has minor upgradtngs and has 
been pa in ted e x t e r n a l l y . 

A 

13. Cond i t ion : No obvious d e f e c t s , the Accommodation B lock has 
been w e l l ma in ta ined . 

A 

14. C o m p a t i b i l i t y : Vacant a t present but by t h e i r na ture as 
occas iona l accommodation f a c M r t f e s t h i s i s 
expected. 

* 

| Supplementary Informat ion 
Adapta t ion : Any use or change of use should ma in ta in the b u i l d i n g s 

e x t e r n a l l y as e x i s t i n g . The i n t e r i o r s should a l l ow fo r 
upgrading o f f i n i s h e s and f i t t i n g s - b u t : the" form of the rooms shoulc 
be^maintained. I t i s not necessary to r e s to r e the K i t chen 
B u i l d i n g back to o r i g i n a l as i t s present s t a t e ts compat ib le 
w i t h the newer Accommodation B l o c i . ^ The accommodation func t i on 
could be mainta ined and u t i U s e d by the P i c h i R i c h i Ra i lway 
S o c i e t y . 

I n t e r p r e t a t i o n : 

Current S i t u a t i o n 

The i n t e r p r e t a t i v e r o l e of these b u i l d i n g s s p e c i f i c a l l y i s 
l i m i t e d to a pass i ve one but I t i s Important to see them in the 
context of the s i t e as a whole through an i n t e r p r e t a t i v e p l an . 
The bu i l d i ngs a re s t i l l owned by the A .N .R . but not used. 

t 
I t v a1ua ted By I v a r N e l s e n I r i s Iwanick i 

Consul tant A r c h i t e c t Reg i s t e r H i s t o r i a n 
Date 

«ev1ewed By Mark A. Butcher 
Reg i s t e r Superv i so r 

Date 

| J U U l M «":»«. r a n an Her i t age Committee Ca t ego r i z a t i on Date 



HISTORICAL RESEARCH: QUORN RAILWAY GROUP 

Q u o r n , f i r s t surveyed in 1878, was intended to be the focus of a network 
of ra i lway l i n e s extending across the c o n t i n e n t . Gpvernor J e r v o i s named the 
township a f t e r the L e i c e s t e r s h i r e b i r t h p l ace of h i s p r i v a t e s e c r e t a r y , 
Mr. U .H.B . Warner. I t came in to being on the c r e s t of a wave of 
enthusiasm regarding the p roduc t i ve a b i l i t y of the land for a g r i c u l t u r a l 
se t t lement and as a r e s u l t of an Act of Pa r i i ament (No. 26 of I876) 
prov id ing fo r the cons t ru c t i on of the Great Northern L ine from Por t 
Augusta to Government Gums. On the 18th J a n u a r y , I878, S i r W i l l i a m 
J e r v o i s turned the f i r s t sod of s o i l o f the r a i l w a y ' s ea r th works w i t h a 
s i l v e r spade a t Po r t Augusta, marking the f i r s t s tage of the r a i lway 
l i n e ' s cons t ru c t i on . The 3 ' 6 " l i n e from Por t Augusta to Government 
Gums proceeded s t e a d i l y . On the 15th December 1879, the l i n e to Quorn 
was o f f i c i a l l y opened, a l though the f i r s t shipment of 300 bags of f l o u r 
had occurred 6 months e a r l i e r . 

During 1880 the extens ion to Hawker was b u i l t , fo l lowed by the extens ion 
to Be l tana in 1881 and Fa r ina in 1882. When the l i n e reached Oodnadatta 
in 1891 fu r the r work on the Adela ide-A:l ice Spr ings , l ine ceased u n t i l 
1927-29 when the Commonwealth Ra i Iways completed the 1 ink from 
Oodnadatta to A1ice Sp r i ngs . In 1917 the standard gauge 1ine to K a l g o o r l i e 
from Por t Augusta was completed, thus making Quorn a po int through which 
a l l east-west t r a f f i c passed. Passengers t r a v e l l i n g the route went by 
broad gauge to Terowie . From Terowie througfv Peterborough, and Quorn to 
Por t Augusta the t r a i n t r a v e l l e d by narrow gauge. The t r ans-con t i nen ta l 
l i nk between Por t Augusta to K a l g o o r l i e was of standard gauge, l a t e r 
1 inked di r e c t l y v i a Po r t P i r i e in 1937. 

Quorn became an important r a i lway cen t r e which dur ing the Second World 
War saw the t r a n s f e r of A u s t r a l i a n troops to the north o f ' A u s t r a l i a and 
beyond. A f t e r Japan entered the war , a steady stream of refugees from the 
north of A u s t r a l i a passed through Quorn. The loca l Country Women*s 
Assoc i a t i on ca te red fo r the war-t ime t r a v e l l e r s , s e r v ing a t o t a l o f a 
m i l l i o n meals in the Quorn Ra i lway S t a t i o n Yards . The i r e f f o r t s were 
apprec ia ted in the f o l l ow ing l i n e s by Max Fatchen: 

"Women of Quorn" 

The past is a ghost but I ' l l g i v e you a toas t 
For mem'ry a pathway has worn 

As we went to the war in the t r a i n s of yore 
A toas t to the women of Quorn. 

We were many or few in the t r a i n s r o l l i n g through 
We were homesick and sometimes f o r l o r n 

But they served us in s t y l e w i th a quip and a smi le 
The wonderful women of Quorn. 

And o f t en t h e r e ' d s t e a l the thought of that meal 
In the mind of a j ung l e war torn 

And we 'd s i l e n t l y say to that band faraway 
God b less a l l the women of Quorn. 
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"The Hut" used in the S t a t i o n yards for p rov id ing the meals was purchased 
by the C.W.A. and r e loca ted in Seventh S t r e e t a f t e r the war ended. The 
s t a t i o n b u i l d i n g , which i s a l r eady on the Reg i s t e r of S t a t e Her i t age 
Items, was b u i l t in 1914-16. I t rep laced the o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g , a 
wooden s t r u c t u r e e rec ted by J . W i sha r t in 1879- Other bu i ld ings in the 
s ' tat ion yard inc lude the barracks b u i l d i n g , a combination of an 1882 
k i t chen and barracks s e c t i on added in 1940, the c a r r i a g e shed b u i l t in 1878 
as an engine running shed, goods shed (1878) and wheat s i l o s e rec ted in 
1962. The water tank , we ighbr idge , t r o l l e y shed, and stone b u i l d i n g , wepe 
a l so b u i l t in 1878. E a r l y p lans of the r a i lway yards show a number of 
temporary s t r u c t u r e s that have s i n ce d isappeared , due to changing 
t r anspo r t a t i on techniques . 

The r a i lway yard and. s t a t i o n a t Quorn form an i n t eg ra l and foca l " c o r e " 
of the township, i l l u s t r a t i n g the v i t a l l i n k between the town and ra i lway 
l i n e . A number of imposing main bu i l d i ngs f ace the r a i l w a y l i n e , 
notably the mi 11, post o f f i c e , i n s t i t u t e , p o l i c e s t a t i o n and four l a rge 
h o t e l s . Assoc ia ted, w i t h e a r l y s e t t l emen t , the Quorn r a i lway group is 
important as a reminder of the dominant r o l e p layed by the Great Northern 
l i n e in opening up South A u s t r a l i a ' s h i n t e r l a n d dur ing/the l a t e 18701 s 
and l 880 ' s . Today, the Quorn s t a t i o n serves a 1 so as a.: foca l po int fo r 
t h e . P i c h i R i ch i Ra i lway S o c i e t y , whose members e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y ma in ta in 
and cont inue the t r a d i t i o n of steam t r a v e l . As such, the Quorn r a i lway 
group a c t s as the terminus of the P i c h i R i ch i r a i l . 
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