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Descrintiont

T-shaped buillding with parapet aauled ruof and lean—to at rear. Walls
af tuck+pointed coursed random rubble with brick guoins, corbellisd
conings To gable and corbelled. brick chimney. Six—paned sash windows
semi—-ciroular arched fanlight over cdouble doovrs. circular attic vent.

CUmed urtil 1888 as a Custowms House and OfFFice of the Harbowrmastaer and

Recmsiver of Wreoks for the Socuth Eastern Coast. Was then for 80 vears
the [OFfFice of the Robe Dizsirict Council. Marked for dewolition but saved
by the National Trust.

REFERENCES: K. Bermingham "Second Eleven Tales of Robe® pp. 11, 12
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Ref. Colonial Architect Qutgoing Courrespondence

373/51 21/7/1857 +to Commissioner of Works

Report of Works - Custom House & Boatshed at Robe _
Drawings and specifications for this work are prepared and ten-
ders about to ve invited.

415/57 26/8/1857 +o Commissioner of Fublic Works

Tenders advertised for building Custom House and Boat Shed at
Pt, Robe (£500 provided in estimates) 4 tenders received, lowest
£593. Froposed plan 1 room for an office, 4 rooms for the res-
idence of the Custom House Officer. I understand some rooms are
now being erected for the Military stationed at Guichen Bay and
that 1f it is possible these may only be required for a short
time, 1f this is the case I would respectfully sugegest that when
the Military are withdrawn the buildings in gquestion might be
used as a Custom House in which case it would only be necessary
at present to build a Boat Shed,  If this suggestion is not ap-
proved I beg to request instructions as to whether I shall after
reducing the building by taking away one room.

 429/57 8/9/1857 to C. Brewer

Instructed by the Hon. the Commissioner of Public Works that the
building of the Custom House at Pt. Robe is to be postponed, to
procure from some competent person at Guichen Bay a tender for
building the Boat House only. '

145/53 19/4/1859 Commissioner of Public Works

As you.do not at present propose to build a new Custom Office
at Hobe Town it will be necessary to effect some improvements
_in the room at present occupied by the Deputy Harbour Naster.

162/1862 - 3/5/1862 to Officer in Charge Telegfaph Station Robe

Forwarding plan and specification for New Custom House at Robe.
Please exhibit for contracts. ' ’

212/62 6/6/1862 1o liessrs. Pearse & Savage

;:#_Tenéers for additions to.Telegraph<Station at Robe Town £370,
voiand building Custom House £364/18/0 accepted, S :

- 228/62 18/6/1862‘ to Fearse & Davey, Robe

Mr. Dale appointed Clerktdf Works at Kobe -~ to commence Tele-
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CUSTOMS HOUSE, Robe

The Customs House at Robe, built of limestone with brick quoins, was

erected in 1863 by Pearce and Savage.

During its twenty-five years of service it was also the office of the Harbour
Master and Receiver of Wrecks for the south-eastern coast.

Those who laboured within its walls witnessed an invasion during the

gold rush days, when thousands of Chinese landed at Robe to make their

way on foot and by bullock waggon to the goldfields of Victoria.
From 1888 it was used by the District Council of Robe until the construc-

‘tion of new council offices. ,

Today, restored by the National. Trust, it contains exhibits of nautical
interest. They are reminders of the days when Robe was an important
port for the south-eastern district of South Australia.
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