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The land on which the inn was built was alienated in Decembex
1862 and transferred to William Napper, a licensed
victualler, in February 1863. It was presumably built
soon thereafter. The hotel was built of local limestone,
but has long since fallen into disrepair, and is now but a
ruin. However, it remains of considerable historical ’
significance because of its-association with the early
European settlement of the area. Napper first came to .the
area as a timber-cutter 'in 1855. He is buried, with his wifgq
in a paddock near the remains of the inn. The ruins were
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dedicated as a historic site in December 1963 - the centenar
year of the inn.
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NAPPER'S OLD ACCOMMODATION HOUSE

The establishment of a colony on the Adelaide plains in 1836 created a
market in South Australiafor stock, and in 1837 Joseph Hawdon and Charles
Bonney left Howlong on the Murray River in New South Wales with a
mob of 300 cattle. ,

After crossing the South Australian border they followed the river to
Overland Corner, then pushed on to Nor West Bend (Morgan), and on
to Adelaide.

Within ten years their track, which in many places followed a “native
highway” along the Murray River, was the recognised overland route to
the growing capital city.

The overlanders needed accommodation, so such places as Napper's
Accommodation House on the northern end of Lake Bonney were built
along the route.

Originally called the Lake Bonney Hotel, it was owned by William Napper
who came to the district in 1853, Napper's cottage, still intact, stands
near the river.

Both buildings are on the site of an Aboriginal burial ground.
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