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"On a weathered, rocky knoll, where countless 

children romped and played, 

There stands a cairn of local stone to mark the 

spot where mourners prayed, 

'Twas here the dust of pioneers mingled with the 

soil they broke, 

They built our town; we think of them, these 

sturdy, Scottish farming folk. 

Across the stream the church they built, keeps 

vigil o'er their resting place; 

They left for us this heritage, these stalwarts 

of a noble race. 

They built, they suffered, and they died, without 

the comforts we enjoy; 

Let us who live in this abode, build up for them 

and not destroy." 

By a former Town Clerk 
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INTRODUCTION 
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This study was undertaken to provide input into 
an overall structure planning study of the town of 
Strathalbyn being undertaken by Neill Wallman 
Planning Consultants. The historical significance 
of Strathalbyn was highlighted by the recent 
nomination by the Urban Conservation Committee of 
the National Trust for classification as an urban 
conservation area. The identification of 
conservation policies was seen as an important 
aspect of the overall study. 

This study was undertaken in two parts, the first 
was conserned with data collection of the history 
and settlement pattern of Strathalbyn together 
with an inventory of important buildings and an 
assessment of the townscape. The secontl\ part of 
this study dealt with the preparation of objectives, 
policies and guidelines designed to provide effective 
management of future change and redevelopment in 
a manner which would retain the historic and visual 
character of the township. 

The study brief required this Conservation Study to 
be effectively integrated into the overall planning 
study and allowance was made in the budget and 
work programme for this to occur. 

While the initial intention of the Conservation 
Study brief was to prepare a working paper on 
conservation issues, at the completion of the 
exercise it was decided to publish the Conservation 
Study as a seperate document. 
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On the fourth of May 1839 the sailing ship 
'Fairfield' arrived at Holdfast Bay bringing 
migrants principally from Scotland. Within a 
fortnight, an application for a Special Survey 
appeared in the South Australian Gazette and 
Colonial Register, filed by George Hall and 
William Mein, two of the passengers. This was for 
an area of fifteen thousand acres in the vicinity 
of the river Angas, and so the survey became 
known as the Angas Survey. 

The progress of survey work in the colony was 
already judged by many to be slow, and the death 
of Col. William Light later in 1839 caused a 
further setback. The new settlers from the 
'Fairfield' had at first taken up temporary 
residence in Adelaide, but within a few months 
decided to journey to the site of their proposed 
new settlement, to 'squat' there until the survey 
work was completed. 

Selection of a suitable site for a township and 
the subsequent naming of it are credited to 
Dr. John Rankine, who led the first expedition 
of 'Fa1rfield' settlers into the area. The name 
'Strathalbyn' is a compound of two words. The 
first part, 'strath' is generally agreed to mean 
'a valley with a river running through it', but 
the second part 'albyn', is the subject of some 
controversy. 'Albyn' is a traditional poetic 
name for Scotland and is the most obvious 
interpretation, but since Dr. John Rankine's 
nephew, Matthew Rankine, on two occasions declared 
it to be associated with Dr. John Rankine's 
financial interest in the Albion Iron Mills in 
Glasgow, this possible alternative interpretation 
cannot be ignored. 

When the Angas Survey was completed in 1840, Dr. 
John Rankine selected land some distance to the 
north of the proposed township. Because of the 
profusion of blackwood trees there, he called the 
property 'Blackwood Park', and on it built the 
first stone hut in the district, the .ruin of which 
still stands. 

William Rankine, the doctor's brother, and Colonel 
James Dawson, had both selected land for farming 
adjacent to the proposed township and it was on 
land belonging partly to both these men, section 
2600, that Strathalbyn was eventually laid out. 
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The first buildings in the town were a house built 
by Donald Gollan and William Rogers, licensed to 
Donald Gollan as the Strathalbyn Hotel, and Lander's 
Store in Commercial Road, both built about 1840. 

In newly formed farmsteads surrounding the embryonic 
township settlers toiled to clear land in places 
riddled with rocky outcrops, using some of the 
stone extracted in this way to build the dry stone 
walls now characteristic of the landscape around 
Strathalbyn, and reminiscent of similar constructions 
in the Scottish highlands. 

The virtues of perseverance and confidence in the 
future exhibited by these early pioneers are no 
doubt owed in part to a staunch dedication to their 
religious faith. The church of St. Andrew was 
begun in 1844 and was amongst the earliest and most 
substantial buildings in the township. Religious 
services were conducted at a number of homesteads 
until the church itself was completed. 

Farming in the area began to progress, perhaps with 
the advantage of the experience gained by Donald 
McLean, who had been the first person to grow wheat 
in the colony, at Hilton, near Adelaide. He moved 
to Strathalbyn shortly after the Rankines, took up 
section 2603 and built for himself a two-storey 
house and a substantial stable and loft. 

About 1850 Donald Gollan built the Angas Mill in 
Commercial Road to fulfil the need for processing 
grain grown in the djstrict. It was acquired 
shortly afterward by William Colman, the brother of 
the mustard manufacturer in England. Colman had 
arrived in South Australia only in 1849, but had 
already taken over a mill at Balhannah before coming 
to Strathalbyn. 

At this time the Mill Bridge was built, the first 
bridge in the township, to aid the transportation 
of goods to and from the Angas Mill. While the 
selection of a site for Strathalbyn astride the 
river was to be of great scenic importance to 
subsequent generations of residents, the fords in 
use in the earliest days would not always have been 
passable, especially with heavy bullock drays. 

On the opposite side of the river, Edward Sunter 
had just erected a t~o-storey shop and residence 
known as Manchester and Glasgow House. The street 
in which it stands was later named after him. 
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By 1854 the district of Strathalbyn was considered 
sufficiently advanced to warrant the creation of 
a District Council. It was gazetted on the third 
of May of that year. The first councillors were 
Dr. John Rankine, Edward Stirling, Frederick Barrett, 
William Colman and Archibald McLean and the first 
District Clerk was Mr. Berry Smith. 

The Robin Hood Hotel was opened in 1855 by J.E. 
Short, and in the yard at the rear of the hotel the 
first show was conducted by the Strathalbyn 
Agricultural Society on the fifth of March, 1856. 
Dr. Rankine had been elected Chairman of the society 
in 1855, but was unable to see its first show, having 
returned to Scotland in January of 1856 with failing 
health. 

A boost to the local economy was received in 1855 
with the arrival of William Rowe, who set up a 
foundry in South Terrace. Rowe's foundry began 
producing farm machinery, and a wheelwrighting 
service was provided. Many local people were 
employed in the enterprise, which at one time 
operated thirteen blacksmith's forges. The foundry 
later turned out one of the first velocipedes in 
the south, and the business continued to operate 
until sold in 1878. 

In 1857 the Wheal Ellen mine was opened up at 
Highland Valley, north east of Strathalbyn, and 
though a report published in 1861 promised contin
ued successful operation, the mine failed and soon 
closed. It reopened in 1869 with an increased 
mining lease, and produced silver and lead with 
small amounts of gold. It was still operating well 
in 1888 but was closed soon after, until 1910, when 
it was reopened briefly before being finally closed 
down at the commencement of the First World War. 
A small mining settlement had sprung up over the 
years in the vicinity of the mine, but cottages and 
mine machinery have all nm-J disappeared, with the 
final structure, the mine chimney itself, succumb
ing to a wind storm in 1955. 

The construction of the first St. Andrew's Bridge 
in 1857 served to expedite road transportation m 
districts beyond, including the south east and 
Victoria via ferry at Wellington. At about this 
time the first coach services were begun, two by 
Cobb and Co. and one by Hill and Co. The first 
stables of Cobb and Co. were on West Terrace, but 
with expansion of the operation, new stables to 
accommodate up to a hundred horses were built on 
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South Terrace, near the first Gol-Col-Hoop Bridge. 
Hill and Co. also had stables on West Terrace 
initially, known as William Colman's Dung Stables. 
These were apparently roofless stalls with mounds 
of 'stable manure' piled up against the walls to 
keep out the wind. Hill and Co. later occupied 
premises to the rear of London House in High 
Street. 

With the numbers of travellers through the district 
increasing, the need was seen to establish a police 
station in Strathalbyn. There were problems both 
in selecting an appropriate site and in the 
construction of the building itself, but neverthe
less in September 1858 Constable P. Foelesche took 
up residence at the new station. 

Also with the advent of coach travel came mail
carrying services and the establishment of a Post 
Office. The original post office building stood 
between the present post office and Argus House, 
and had its first postmaster in 1861, Mr. H.G. 
Watson, who held the position for twenty nine years. 
When the new Post Office was built in 1913 the 
original structure was converted to two flats, but 
was eventually demolished in 1965. 

During the late 1860's the township of Strathalbyn 
expanded rapidly in the field of commerce, with 
development concentrating in High Street and Albyn 
Terrace. 

In High Street the Commercial Hotel was first 
licensed to M. Linn in 1865, a Mr. Bills built a 
large store on part allotment 53 in 1867, followed 
by Thomas Stephens with London House, and then 
Alfred Catt with Victoria House where he conducted 
a grocery store. 

In Albyn Terrace the Victoria Hotel was first 
licensed to H. Warland in 1865, and in 1867 
Richard Hooper rebuilt the Strathalbyn Hotel. In 
1869 the National Bank building was completed, 
designed by architects Wright, Woods and Hamilton. 

Another bank, the Bank of South Australia, opened 
in 1868 in premises on the corner of Russell Street, 
but closed after only three years of operation. 

Also about this time, James Bryan had built a 
brewery on South Terrace opposite Rowe's Foundry, 
~pparently begun as a small-scale experiment to see 
whether the operation could be made profitable. 
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Possibly as a response to this upsurge in 
commercial activity within the town itself, in 
1868, Strathalbyn was created a municipality, 
with Edward Sunter, the first mayor and S.R. 
Bosisto, the first town clerk. Councillors for 
East Ward were Alfred Catt and William Rowe and for 
West Ward, Charles Colman and Joseph Milnes. 

In December 1869, a new tower to St. Andrew's 
Presbyterian Church was completed. It was built 
to house a bell donated by Edward Stirling, and the 
work was carried out by Richard Trenouth. Some 
general interest in church building in the township 
appears to have been generated by the appearance of 
this new structure, with several denominations 
erecting places of worship in the 1870's. 

The Anglicans, who had previously held services in 
the courthouse in Rankine Street, let contracts to 
Richard Trenouth and James Kennedy separately to 
build a church for them in two stages, to the 
design of architects English and Rees, of Adelaide. 
It was opened in October 1871. 

Another church built by Richard Trenouth was opened 
in March 1873 in Dawson Street. The Church of 
Christ congregation had previously held services in 
William Colman's store by the railway line in 
Milnes Road. 

The Wesleyan Methodists had worshipped in their 
chapel in Commercial Road since before 1854, but in 
August 1873 demolished it and had a new church built 
in its place by James Kennedy. James Cumming of 
Adelaide was the architect and it was completed in 
February 1874. 

After this period of intense church building 
activity a lull occurred until 1913, when the 
Roman Catholics built St. Barnabas' Church of the 
Good Shepherd opptisite the Anglican Church in East 
Terrace. The architects were Albert and Frank 
Conrad of Adelaide. 

The Lutheran Church on the corner of North Parade 
and Commercial Road is a much later addition to the 
township, built in 1955 with the aid of voluntary 
labour. 

When it was decided to build a Mechanic s Institute, 
at first a request was made for part of the parkland 
to be reserved for the purpose, but this request 
was not granted. Donald Gollan offered a site within 
Gollan Crescent, which he had planned as part of a 
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subdivision of land he owned in the south west 
corner of the township, but this piece of land 
was considered insufficient. Finally land was 
offered by Thomas Stephens, next to London House, 
and the Institute was built, to a design by 
architect Thomas English, and opened in November, 
1874. The foundation stone for the library adjacent 
was laid in May 1922, and in Strathalbyn's 
centenary year 1939, additions were made to the 
Institute building itself in honour of the pioneers 
of the district. 

The Middleton to Strathalbyn extension to the 
Goolwa and Victor Harbour horse tramway had been 
opened in February 1869 and a tramway terminus 
constructed in the then new subdivision of 
Strathalbyn South. In 1874 the tramline was extended 
further to the Terminus Hotel, hence the change of 
name from 'Strathalbyn Hotel'. 

Later, in September 1884, the Adelaide to 
Strathalbyn railway was opened, and in December of 
the same year branches were also opened to both 
Milang and Goolwa. The railway supplanted the 
horse-tramway as transportation to Goolwa, and 
coach services to Adelaide ceased. 
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SETTLEMENT PATTERN 

The countryside surrounding Strathalbyn was first 
divided into Sections under the Angas Special Survey, 
applied for by George Hall and William Mein in 
May 1839. 
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The township itself was surveyed in 1840 by E.W. Cross, 
whose name appears on the General Records Office 
plan (No. 91 of 1867) which defines allotment numbers 
and street locations for Strathalbyn. 
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Sections of the early government roads from 
Adelaide, Langhorne's Creek, Bull's Creek and 
Ashbourne where they converged near the centre of 
Strathalbyn were closed in the process of 
establishing the new subdivision. In 1863 a new 
road through the township was created, bridging 
the Angas River at St. Andrew's Church and connect
ing High Street to Albyn Terrace. This was 
Sunter Street, named after Edward Sunter, whose 
Manchester and Glasgow House built on allotment 10 
in 1849, formed a pivotal feature in the new street · 
arrangement. 

The first creation of a 'suburban' subdivision to 
Strathalbyn was the establishment of Strathalbyn 
North in 1860, the land agents for this subdivision 
being Wadham and Green of King William Street, 
Adelaide. The streets in Strathalbyn North are 
named after members of the Rankine family . 
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Donal d Gollan, who owned several allotments in a 
block in the south east corner of the township proper, 
i n 1864 contrived a subdivision which incorporated 
a si te for a proposed institute intended to be the 
central feature of Gollan Crescent. The two 
i ntersecti ng Streets, Donald and Catherine Streets , 
car ry his own and his wife's christian names. 

/ 

/:.JA, ~ ::::r=-? 
' -. ..r~ 

St rathal byn West also appeared in 1864, and was 
f urther subdivided in both 1865 and 1866. 

A subdivision in the area of Sunter and High Streets 
between Grey and Swale Streets occurred in 1865. 
This was shortly before the construction of London 
House by Thomas Stephens in 1867. 



• 

Ism 

~I 
C.Jl~~~91c(l6l;l 

I ~ . ' 101 .. 
, I· 

WALLBANK ST 

/ "' 
1 6 < .. 101 " " 
8 .. .. 

:--~ ---un .. ;o; 

• • ;:r 
--'~ to 

0 

10 <..> 

,ll' 
- SuJo -
~ :..._: 1.1 .... 

. , .. ·-=- ~: 
/~ ... ~;~~;-

1.~"1',~>-~i~.: 
l, '"' .d c. 

.C.t..t-4-c.~ 

~ • _l -... 

11 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 

About the time of the establishment of the 
Strathalbyn to Middleton extension to the Victor 
Harbour to Goolwa horse tramway, Strathalbyn South 
subdivision was created, making provision for the 
tramline itself and an area for the terminus. The 
subdivision was carried out in two stages, in 1868 
and 1869. The building of the Adelaide to 
Strathalbyn railway in 1884 radically altered the 
earlier, that is, the more northerly, part of 
Strathalbyn South. 

Also in 1869 the subdivision occurred of Strathalbyn 
East, which was divided into small farming blocks 
at that stage. Parts of Strathalbyn East at its 
northerly end were further subdivided in 1937. 

William Lavington Marchant acquired the Burnside 
Estate from Donald Gollan in 1874 and donated a· 
triangular piece of land from the estate at the 
corner of North Parade and East Terrace in June 1883, 
intending it for the planting of trees to beautify 
the approach to the town. The rest of the estate 
was subdivided for closer settlement in 1903. 

In 1909 some rearrangement of allotments occurred 
in the block bounded by Commercial Road and West 
Terrace and Wallbank and Mill Streets. 

Along the western side of West Terrace two subdivisions 
occurred in 1909 and 1911. The latter coincided with 
the coronation of King George and Queen Mary, and 
streets within the subdivision were accordingly named 
King and Queen Streets and Coronation Road . 

The Allison Estate, at the south east of the township, 
was subdivided in two stages in 1912 and 1913. 

The Manse Estate was subdivided in 1923, the manse 
located within the estate having served ministers 
of St. Andrew's Church since about 1851. Streets 
within the new subdivision were named after the last 
two occupants of the manse, the Rev. W.S. McQueen 
and the Rev. G.C. Love. 

In 1925 a subdivision known as Strathalbyn Extension 
was formed, with frontages to Sandergrove and 
Ashbourne Roads, and incorporating Walsh and Fennell 
Avenues. 

The outlying township of Willyaroo was established 
under General Records Office Plan 129 of 1856, but 
was originally intended to be called 'New Hamburgh'. 
Its name was later altered under a Nomenclature Act 
of 1917, which proscribed the use of German place 
names. Willyaroo is said to be an aboriginal word 
meaning 'scrubby plain'. 
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IMPORTANT BUILDINGS 

St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church in the centre of 
the township of Strathalbyn is perhaps ~ singularly 
most important building. The new Scottish settlers 
must have been devoutly religious, since they began 
construction of the church as early as 1844, using 
mostly volunteer labour. At that stage many of the 
new arrivals would still have been struggling to 
establish their own farmsteads, on rocky ground 
thickly wooded with blackwood trees in many areas. 
Religious services were held at William Rankine's 
'Glenbarr' homestead and Edward Stirling's 'Hampden' 
before completion of the church itself. Architecturally 
the church has benefited from a consistent design 
approach by English and Brown of Adelaide and owes 
much to the abilities of its builder, Richard Trenouth. 
The impressive square tower, built to house a bell 
donated by Edward Stirling, was completed in December 
1869, and was eventually fitted with a clock in 
July 1895. The square tower originally carried 
four corner spirets above its castellated parapet~ 
but two of these were lost in a storm in 1955, and 
the others removed as a safety measure. Also in 
time the church has lost its ridgetop ironwork, but 
nevertheless, as a whole the church still stands as 
a significant historic monument and a visually 
pleasing landmark. 

Also amongst the buildings important to Strathalbyn 
are the original homesteads of pioneer settlers. 
Dr. John Rankine, recognised as the founder of 
Strathalbyn took up land to the north of the town
ship, calling his property 'Blackwood Park'. His 
original stone hut, now roofless, still stands on 
the property, situated amongst trees on a low 
hillock within sight of his later and larger 
homestead. 

William Rankine's original homestead, 'Glenbarr', 
located north west of the township, is still occupied 
and in use as a youth camp. The ground floor is 
the earlier section with its half paned french doors 
and casement windows. The second storey was added 
at a later date. 

When Edward Stirling's original homestead 'Hampden' 
burnt down, he and his family moved into the lodge, 
which had escaped the fire, and enlarged it. This 
new homestead became known as 'The Lodge' and still 
stands, having been divided for several residential 
occupancies. Edward's sons, who inherited 'The 
Lodge' upon their father's death in 1873, were both 
important in South Australian history. Edward 
Stirling Jnr., later knighted, became a noted 
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scientist and anthropologist and a Professor at the 
University of Adelaide, while John Stirling, also 
later knighted, became a noted pastoralist and 
politician. 

'Braemar', on the Paris Creek Road just north of 
Strathalbyn, was built in the 1860's by James, the 
third of the Rankine brothers. It was considerably 
altered and enlarged to its present high Victorian 
villa form in the 1890's, but some of the outbuildings 
are original. 

Agricultural and pastoral activities appear to have 
predominated in the earlier years of Strathalbyn's 
history, a fact evidenced not only by the build~ng 
of a steam four mill by Donald Gollan about 1850, 
but with the establishment by William Rowe in 1855 
of a foundry to produce farm machinery. Both these 
buildings reflect important aspects of the early 
economy and yet unfortunately both are suffering 
badly from the combined effects of weathering and 
neglect. 

Another industry significant in the development of 
Strathalbyn was the mining of silver and lead, 
carried out at the Wheal Ellen mine, Highland Valley. 
Mining began here in 1857 and continued through 
successive closings and reopenings until operations 
finally ceased about 1914. Though the mine chimney 
itself collapsed in the windstorm of 1955, another 
smaller chimney or airshaft still exists, near the 
ruins of smelting works to the south of the main 
shaft area. Many ruins of various mine buildings 
still exist, and dry-stone walling both surrounding 
the mine lease itself and flanking the access road 
to the mine is still standing and is in an excellent 
state of preservation. 

In November 1868 the tender of Richard Trenouth was 
accepted for the building of a gasworks on South 
Terrace, to supply the township with coal gas. It 
is known at least that gas was supplied for lighting 
the Post Office by 1870, and that six gas streetlamps 
were in operation in Strathalbyn by 1875, but the 
enterprise must have been at least reasonably 
profitable, since it continued until 1917, when its 
gas mains were found to be corroding and the company 
decided to cease production rather than replace them. 
The function of lighting the township was then taken 
over by a new electrical power house built _at the 
corner of Commercial Road and Colman Terrace, the 
Building that now houses the town archives. The 
distinctive old gasworks building also still stands, 
opposite the end of High Street in South Terrace. 
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The area of High Street between Grey and Swale 
Streets contains a number of buildings erected at a 
time of commercial expansion in the late 1860's. 
The Robin Hood Hotel had been licensed since 1855, 
when in 1865 the Commercial Hotel opened in competition. 
In 1867 a Mr. Bills built a large store on part 
allotment 53, followed by Thomas Stephens' 'London 
House' on part allotment 51. Alfred Catt built 
'Victoria House' on part allotment 41. By 1868 
High Street also had two butchers, a cabinetmaker, 
a chemist, and a firm of auctioneers of the name 
Paltridge and Cornelius. Though changes have 
occurred in time, this section of High Street 
maintains some consistency of style and materials, 
as many of the smaller shops as well as the larger, 
more impressive edifices still remain. 

By contrast, some of the more elegant buildings on 
Albyn Terrace east of Dawson Street date from a 
later period of commercial development, though the 
Victoria Hotel and the National Bank properly belong 
to the earlier period associated with High Street. 
The well-maintained National Bank with its Italianate 
detailing nevertheless coexists amicably with its 
elaborately decorated neighbours, and the Victoria 
Hotel also identifies well with its surroundings, 
its first floor balcony having been added post 1880. 

While the education of the children of Strathalbyn 
is said to have begun in St. Andrew's Church with 
a Mr. Smith soon after 1844, other early developments 
in this field are recalled in the works of, amongst 
others, William Noye and Henry Bonnar. The school
room operated by Mr. Noye has now been converted to 
a residence and both this and the house in which he 
lived, adjacent, still ~rvive, as numbers 43 and 
45 North Parade. Henry Bonnar's old schoolroom 
stands on Rowe Street, and is now St. Barnabas' 
Hall. Another school building, built in 1862, once 
stood on part allotments 74 and 75, but was replaced 
by a larger structure in 1879 under the Education 
Act of 1875. That building is now being converted 
for use by the District Council. 
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While much of what remains as the heritage of 
Strathalbyn consists of homesteads, churches, shops 
and the like, the considerations of conservation 
are not confined solely to buildings and built form 
generally. The quality of an historic townscape can 
often depend largely on the retention of apparently 
subordinate features such as street furniture, fences 
and walls, and landscaping. 

Strathalbyn's dry stone walls are characteristic, 
and echo the town's Scottish origins. Many of them 
still survive undisturbed, but a few are in danger 
of disintegration, or wholesale removal. In some 
areas, examples of rude timber construction can still 
be seen, in slab-sided barns and narrow bridges over 
creeks. 

With the .township itself, minor elements such as 
fired clay kerbing, Victorian postboxes, post and 
rail fencing and early stone walling all contribute to 
the historic and visual character of Strathalbyn today. 

Trees within the township may also be historic 
elements. For example, the Norfolk Island Pine in 
front of the National Bank was planted by Thomas Adams 
in 1895. He had come to Strathalbyn in 1871 to act 
as stationmaster for the horse tramway to Goolwa, and 
later with the arrival of the railway, continued in a 
similar capacity. Parker Avenue is named after 
George Parker, a Council dayman who planted the street 
pine trees around 1906. 

The years have seen many hi~toric monuments erected . 
throughout the town. Pioneer monuments, war memorials 
and commemorative plaques, all provide important links 
with the past. 
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Strathalbyn is located on the transition of the 
Mt. Lofty Ranges with the Murray plains. The town, 
located in an open valley formation, is surrounded 
by a combination of hills and plains. To the east, 
distant views extend over grazing land to Lake 
Alexandrina on the horizon. The western perimeter 
of the town is skirted by foothills and valleys, 
part of the Mount Lofty Range system. 

The low elevation of the town on the edge of the 
incised and meandering Angas River provide a pleasant 
and picturesque setting for the town. This is further 
enhanced by the dense and mature vegetation within 
Strathalbyn. 

The contrast from agricultural to urban landscape is 
clear and the township is contained by topography and 
vegetation with internal planting and landmark 
building being prominent. 

The distant impression of Strathalbyn is quite 
different to the visual experience within the town. 
The mature vegetation, a combination of natural and 
introduced, provides a partial canopy and tends to 
define views and influence visual containment. The 
topography within the urban area is slightly undulating 
with significant variations in elevation created by 
the incised valley and river bed of the Angas River 
as it bisects the town. 

The town setting map identifies the significant 
elements and landforms within the study area. See 
map 2. 

TOWN FORM 

Although the Angas River divides the town into two 
parts, this central open space system is particularly 
attractive providing a central unifying element upon 
which the town focuses, the open space l i nk created 
by the river is sufficiently strong and rich in 
character and effectively unifies the town. 

The two commercial areas reflect the history of 
development of Strathalbyn and to some extent the 
opportunities that exist are slowly being taken 
advantage of. The High Street area has the potential 
of an 'historic village' and there has already been 
some restoration work and adoption of suitable 
commercial uses. 
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The Albyn Terrace precinct opposite the Memorial 
Gardens must be one of the most pictureGque 
streetscapes in South Australia. It should certainly 
be protected, though not necessarily preserved. It 
could be enhanced as a civic, business and professional 
precinct of which there are · already examples in the 
fine National Bank and ornate legal office buildings. 

Most retail activity occurs in Dawson Street, a 
suitable location in relationship to the important 
conservation areas. 

TOWNSCAPE 

The term townscape is used to describe the collection 
of elements that contribute to the visual character 
of an urban area. These elements include important 
individual buildings, groups of buildings, vegetation 
and open space, views and landmarks and other minor 
features e.g. fences, walls, monuments, signs and 

. advertising. 

Strathalbyn is particularly fortunate to possess a 
rich, varied array of such townscape elements. The 
townscape map identifies many of those elements which 
form the perceived image of Strathalbyn. One of the 
most important townscape areas is the core around 
Memorial Gardens, Angas River and Albyn Terrace . Here 
a combination of historic and attractive buildings, 
high quality parks and water features combine to give 
a delightful townscape. Another important historic 
area is the High Street area characterised by important 
historic buildings and the use of verandahs along the 
street. As with many other towns the richness and 
diversity of the townscape declines towards the edge 
of town. See Map 3. 

The quality in the residential areas is dispersed and 
fragmented. There are numerous attractive dwellings, 
pleasant streetscapes and open spaces. While the 
residential areas are well above average, they could 
be further enhanced by street planting programmes of 
suitable species where gaps exist. 

Architectural Character 

The built character of Strathalbyn is remarkably 
interesting and displays a consistency of richness 
created by scale and design of buildings, use of 
stone, verandahs lacework and architectural detailing. 
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The architectural styles range from the Gothic 
'Baronial' Presbyterian Church, the well 
detailed Victorian commercial buildings such as 
Argus House an::l. the National Bank to simple stone 
cottages with exposed rubble walls and brick quoining. 

The scale of buildings, generally single storey 
residential with pitched roof and one and two storey 
commercial buildings with parapets. Most buildings 
in Strathalbyn display a bold and solid appearance, 
in part influenced by the Scottish and English approach 
and in part by the use of local materials and environ
ment. 

Buildings in Strathalbyn are characterised in the 
use and retention of traditional verandahs of varied 
forms, use of stone and iron lacework, detailing and 
rendered quoins contrasting with stone rubble walls. 
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Vegetation and Open Space 

Memorial Gardens acts as a central focus for 
Strathalbyn. The extensive grassed area, mature and 
diverse vegetation and mounded landforms sloping down 
to the attractive water features of the Angas River 
all contribute to make Memorial Gardens a highly scenic 
and attractive area. 

The river itself is a key feature of the town. A 
number of old weirs hold back large ponds of water, 
one of which was an early, semi natural swimming pool. 
The extensive and continuous belt of open space, along 
the river, provides an important linking function as 
well as valuable recreation resource. The open space 
is reminiscent of the Torrens Parkland of Adelaide 
and contains both manicured and semi natural spaces. 

Tall mature trees frame and complement the church 
spire and other tall buildings in the central area. 
The Palms and Norfolk Pines protrude above the 
general level of vegetation and create landmarks in 
their own right. 

Many of the streets are well vegetated with mature 
trees. Some of the better streets include: 
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West Terrace with large single storey 
dwellings set well back from the roadway 
which is lined by large mature Ash trees. 

The junction of Suxter Street and High 
Street is particularly interesting in the 
way in which the tight bend unfolds both 
High Street and Sunter Street and their 
range of historic buildings and the Fraxinus 
vegetation along both roads. 

East Terrace is a pleasant street, well 
treed with attractive gardens. Like West 
Terrace, many of the dwellings are set well 
back from the road, in some cases with gardens 
and orchards in the front. The terrace 
culminates on a slight crest where two churches 
are set diagonally opposed. 

The most important drive is that across the 
river from Sunter Street to Albyn Terrace. 
The continually curving road passing the 
Manchester building, bank, memorial, then over 
the bridge with views to the water features 
and parkland, terminating at the National Bank 
is excellent. 
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Other streets worthy of note include: 

Ashbourne Road 
Sandergrove Road 
Commercial Road 
Manse Road 
North Parade 
Mel ville Lane 
Rankine Street 
Dawson Street 

Views and Landmarks 

From most directions, the first glimpse of 
Strathalbyn is characterised by dense vegetation, 
spires, silos and rooftops pleasantly set in a 
low open valley on the eastern transition of the 
ranges and plain. 

Beyond the town, distant views extend over the 
Murray Plains to Lake Alexandrina on the horizon. 
Closer to the township several dominant landmarks 
pierce the skyline. Clearly the most prominent are 
the water tower in the north east of the town and 
the silos in the south east portion. A key landmark 
within the town is the square castellated tower of 
St. Andrews Church located within the Angas River 
reserve in a central pos ition within the town . 

• 
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Many fine examples of architectural detailing remain 
in Strathalbyn. The lightness of much of the iron 
tracery of balastrades and verandah post console 
brackets is particularly notable. Verandahs, in 
their many forms, dominate the streetscape and to a 
large degree determine the character of many areas. 

trrnl ~~u. ~a¥~-~~ ddaa~ 
~ ~t:%' he prUe-ri/ed. 

Stone rubble walls framed with red brick quoins are 
a recurring visual feature worthy of conservation. 

The misuse of advertising can seriously impair the 
character of individual buildings and historic precincts 
while a creative and sympathetic approach can enhance 
the appearance of an area. In terms of conservation of 
historic character the following examples depict 
positive and negative aspects of advertising. 
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Many towns are marred by poor quality,· unsightly 
road approach and entries. Strathalbyn, on the 
contrary, has a number of attractive and interesting 
entries. 

As a result of Strathalbyn's important historic 
role servicing the region, many regional roads focus 
on the town. The more important entries are noted 
below. 

Adelaide Road 
The main road into Strathalbyn from Adelaide 
via either Hahndorf or Mount Barker. The 
pleasant drive to Strathalbyn along this 
road passing through some of the State's 
most attractive land, is only surpassed by 
the experience of driving through Strathalbyn. 
The entry establishes the distinction between 
rural and urban. The Lodge, a well managed, 
attractive rural property, is on the right, 
while on the left the urban area is marked 
by a large attractive Victorian dwelling and 
small park adjacent. The semi formal planting 
of mature pinus along the road provides an 
avenue effect. 

As the road travels through the urban area 
towards the core of Strathalbyn it bends and 
articulates to provide a continually changing 
street vision culminating at Albyn Terrace and 
the Parkland. The experience of entering the 
town along this route complements the added 
interest created by parkland and historic 
buildings. There should be no attempt made 
to straighten or streamline the road as it is 
a major asset · to the town. 

Callington Road Entry 
The approach to Strathalbyn along this route 
is marked by a downhill slope with views 
dominated by silos and a row of tall pines 
along the roa~side. These tall features and 
the ridge of land obscure most of Strathalbyn 
apart from some residential and orchard land 
on the near side of the ridge. 
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Closer to Strathalbyn, there a r e a number 
of old dwellings intermixed with several 
newer dwellings on the left side . On the 
ridge, the pines overshadow the roadway and 
beyond are the massive silo and mill buildings 
set in a largely open landscape. 

Within the town, before crossing the Angas 
River, the old Bryans Brewery, now a deli/shop 
dominates the left side. Opposite the Rowes 
foundry, now a house, and the old gas company 
building, combine to create a small historic 
area of interest. 

Paris Creek Road Entry 
The Paris Creek Road descends from a high 
ridge north of Strathalbyn. There are excellent 
views over Strathalbyn with the major landmarks 
clearly identifiable. 

Glimpses of the Glenbarr historic homestead 
can be seen set in a deep valley to the right. 

Closer to town the road travels through pleasant 
rural pasture and treed landscape and passes 
Braemar homestead set very close to the road. 

The Paris Creek Road arrives into Manse Road 
at Strathalbyn North and passes a row of 
historic workman's cottages on the lett. In 
contrast, on the right are much larger, old 
houses set well back on large blocks, followed 
by a large private house 'Delvery' set in an 
estate of dense trees and high hedge. At this 
point traffic is dispersed into West Terrace 
or North Parade. 
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ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES 

Retention of Historic Features 

Strathalbyn contains s me classified 
or recorded by the Nati addition to 
these, there are numerous other buildings and 
structures which contribute to the historic character 
of Strathalbyn. 

Most buildings with National Trust classifications 
are reasonably well protected, though there is no 
legal obligation to preserve them under the National 
Trust classifications. Only 2 buildings are listed 
under the interim list under the Soutfi.Australian 
Heritage Act which aims to protect buildings and 
prohibits demolition of structures. These are 
London House and St. Andrews Church. 
While the more important historic buildings appear 
to be in a secure position, there are however two 
major concerns. 

The first is the need to protect the setting and 
site integrity of the important historic buildings. 
Incompatible and uncomplementary surroundings can 
detract from the quality of these buildings. 
Guidelines need to be prepared to control surround
ing development and buildings, protection of 
existing vegetation and to ensure that future 
plantings are compatible. There is also a need to 
ensure the retention of openness around buildings. 

Secondly, it is important to protect a whole range 
of historic elements which include stone walling, 
stone outbuildings, traditional fences, horse 
troughs, verandahs and verandah posts, kerbs and 
guttering. While individually these items may not 
be significant, collectively they contribute to 
the historic town character. 

Retention of Town Character 

The report has previously noted the rich and 
diversified character of Strathalbyn characterised 
by old buildings, verandahs, stonework etc. and 
by the mature vegetation and pleasant parklands. 

It is largely this rich quality which sets 
Strathalbyn apart from many other South Australian 
towns. This 1 combined with the high amenity and 
recreational qualities underlines the need to 
permanently retain and reinforce the town character. 
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Strathalbyn is sufficiently compact and has 
adequate attraction resources to establish a 
series of town walks throughout the central portion 
of the town. Town walks are informal, guided 
pedestrian routes, located to enable visitors to 
best view the attractions and qualities of the 
town. Several small parking areas could be located 
at termination points to allow inobrusive parking 
as well as serve the general parking needs of the 
town. 

Walks could be directed towards picnic grounds, 
shopping areas, hotels, swimming pools, churches, 
etc. as well as taking full advantage of the views. 

Signage and Advertising 

Street advertising and informationsigns have a major 
visual impact on the character of urban areas. 

It is important to encourage simple and clear 
advertising carefully located in order not to 
detract from the visual quality of buildings or 
open spaces. 

The restoration or replication of commercial 
signage and advertising should be encouraged. 
However it is important to use authentic styles, 
proportions and colours. 

The design, location and consi~tency of street 
signs, information boards, etc., should be given 
high priority by Council. 

Street and Public ·Furniture 

There is a need for consistent and sympatheticly 
designed furniture for streets and open spaces. 
These items include litter bins, seats and tables, 
shelters, barbeques, public conveniences, etc. 

Action of this nature, combined with consistent 
landscaping and advertising could induce a major 
improvement to the already pleasant visual 
character of Strathalbyn. 
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Traffic and Parking 

Based on the short period of field work in 
Strathalbyn, it appears that the town does not 
suffer from major traffic congestion. 

There are, however, several matters which should 
~e raised and noted. 

Caution needs to be exercised in planning for 
traffic and parking. There is a danger that 
traffic solutions, while solving road problems, may 
be detrimental on the character and scale of the 
town. It is important to assess proposed traffic 
solutions in terms of the adverse or beneficial 
effects on the quality of Strathalbyn. 

The two areas of potential parking intrusion are 
along the retail section of Dawson Street and on 
Colman Terrace. 

The Dawson Street problem appears to be directly 
a result of the retail activities in the street 
and does not directly impinge upon the historic 
or visual character of the township. 

The congestion in Colman Terrace stems from the 
use of the swimming pool. While the street is a 
dead end and does not cause congestion to through 
traffic, it is of major concern because of the 
impact on the Memorial Gardens and the complications 
and aggrevations likely to be caused when the 
Council occupies the former school. 

Colman Terrace needs to be upgraded and designed 
as an attractive carpark to meet the needs of both 
the swimming pool and the proposed Council Offices. 

Land Use Implications 

This report is not so much concerned with land use 
planning generally but with implications of 
specific land uses on the historic and visual 
character of the town. 

Protection of the character of Strathalbyn· calls 
for a flexible attitude towards planning and 
development controls with substantial incentives 
provided for the retention and reuse of old 
structures. While this may in some instances be 
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in potential conflicts with 'orderly and rational' 
planning, the advantages gained may well override 
planning logic. 

Encouragement and incentives should be given to 
infill development within the existing built up 
area of the township. Some new development on the 
outskirts of the town is in stark contrast to the 
established subdivision layout and built character. 

Guidelines and controls need to be exercised to 
ensure that new subdivisions and subsequent 
development are compatible to the character of 
Strathalbyn. 
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Reuse and Restoration Opportunities 

The large number of old buildings in Strathalbyn 
present opportunities for the renovation 
and reuse of these buildings as an alternative to 
new development. This would provide an effective 
way of prolonging the life of old buildings and 
reinforcing the town character. It could also 
take advantage of significant market opportunities. 

It is pleasing to note that extensive reuse has 
already occurred particularly in High Street and 
Jl.lbyn Terrace where old structures are now usea -for 
antique, arts and crafts shops and offices. 

Indeed the current action by the Strathalbyn 
Council is most encouraging. The proposal to 
reuse and renovate the former Strathalbyn School 
on Colman Terrace as the Corporation offices will 
provide a fine example of the successful rehabil
itation of an old redundant building. 

Economic Activity and Tourism 

The long term survival of Strathalbyn as a discrete 
and cohesive township depends, in part, on the 
ability to generate and maintain economic activity. 
Tourism and day visitation could be a major 
contributor to economic growth if promoted and 
managed well. In comparison to other industries, 
tourism is relatively clean and profitable; there 
is little environmental pollution as there would be 
with some manufacturing industries. The business 
generated by tourismis generally in the form of 
consumer items such as meals and refreshments, 
petrol, foodstuffs as well as arts and crafts, 
antiques and sourvenirs and speciality items. 

Apart from the direct economic benefits generated 
by tourism,it would also provide inducements and 
funds for restoration and reuse of the old building 
stock and further protect the character and 
heritage of Strathalbyn. 

A key aspect in considering tourism as an industry 
is the need for an effective strategy for the 
establishment, promotion and management of the 
resources and facilities. 
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OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES 

How to Define Objectives 

The analysis and description provided in this 
report gave some indication of the characteristics 
and qualities of Strathalbyn. This analysis, 
together with a perception of the attitudes and 
expectations of the community should provide the 
basis for formulating objectives for the future 
development of Strathalbyn. 

Objectives are statements of intent aimed at 
providing direction for future planning and develop
ment. In formulating these objectives, there isa 
need to ensure a proper and delicate balance to 
avoid conflict between competing objectives. 

Conflict can 'be largely avoided through clearly 
stated priorities, and through well prepared policies 
and guidelines which accurately interpret objectives. 

This part of the report deals with the definition 
of specific objectives for Strathalbyn. It is clear 
from the earlier discussion that objectives need to 
be carefully selected. 

Any attempt to increase tourism, recreation or 
development would need to promote the conservation 
and townscape objectives since these are the main 
assets of the town. 

The level of conservation may vary within the town
ship according to the sensitivity and importance of 
specific areas. These more detailed policies and 
guidelines are stated in the section dealing with 
precincts. 

The proposed objectives for Strathalbyn deal with: 

Town Setting 
Town Character 
Conservation 
Development 
Land U3e 
Economic Activity and Tourism 
Community Awareness 
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"To retain the setting of Strathalbyn 
within the rural landscape and to retain 
the physical containment and urban/rural 
contrast." 

Strathalbyn is set in a valley on the eastern slopes 
of the Mount Lofty Ranges. The dense planting and 
old stone buildings provide a pleasing and crisp 
contrast to the surrounding rural land. Fortunately 
much of the town is surrounded by large rural holdings 
which enables the contrast to be maintained. However 
should land be subdivided into semi rural blocks, 
the containment and setting of Strathalbyn would be 
diminished. 

Policies 

1 . The rural landscape that surrounds the town 
should be maintained as large rural holdings. 

2. Where small rural holdings exist on the road 
entries to Strathalbyn, new development should 
be set back beyond vision and heavily landscaped. 

Urban expansion of the town be restricted to 
the south and east with emphasis on infill 
development within the town. 



36 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultant: 

TOWN CHARACTER 

Objective "To protect and enhance the historic, 
visual and landscape elements and 
qualities that contribute. to the 
distinctive character of Strathalbyn." 

Strathalbyn is very picturesque, located on the 
meander of the Angas River, the town has benefited, 
from an adequate water supply, the combination of 
formal mature landscaping, natural vegetation anda 
range of interesting buildings and materials. 

Policies 

1. Conserve and reinforce the formal tradition; 
approach to landscaping in the older parts 1 

Strathalbyn. 

2. 

3. 

Extend the natural vegetation regime along 
the Angas River and flood plain. The most 
important species is Euc. camaldulenisis 
(River Red Gum). 

Retain the typical streetscapes and reinfor 
where possible in the older part of the tow 
The important elements are verandahs, stree 
trees, width of ~~rriageway and pathways an 
kerbing. 
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CONSERVATION 

Objective "To protect and conserve buildings, 
structures, relics and sites of 
historic importance as a vital part. 
of the heritage of Strathalbyn and 
South Australia." 

Buildings, structures, sites of historic architectural 
or visual significance largely comprise the character 
of a place. 

The destruction of these elements will cause a loss 
and breakdown in the overall character of Strathalbyn. 

It is important that demolition, addition or 
modification to historic buildings are carefully 
examined to ensure that the changes are in sympathy 
with the built character of Strathalbyn. 

Policies 

1. All buildings, structures and vegetation 
within the heritage area defined by the National 
Trust should not be demolished, altered or 
modified without the approval of Council and 
the Heritage Committee. 

2. Alterations and modifications to buildings 
listed by the National Trust or registered 
on the Heritage List should be carefully 
examined to ensure sympathy with architectural 
style, built form and character. 

In this respect the most important elements are 
scale, form, materials and siting. 

Scale: 
(height, bulk) should not dominate the old 
work. Generally domestic extensions should 
be single storey. 

Building Form: 
This is concerned. with roof type, pitch, 
verandah and nature of supports, volumes 
and proportions. The roof form and pitch 
should closely resemble if not match to 
existing historic building. The size, 
spacing and proportions of new openings should 
reflect those existing. Extensions which 
feature the repetition of existing verandah 
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4. Protect and maintain the major landmarks, 
views and historic buildings. 

5. Ensure that advertising is simple and clear, 
and generally located on buildings in a 
similar manner to the traditional forms of 
advertising seen in Strathalbyn. Lettering 
should follow the general styles used in 
Strathalbyn in the 1850-1900 period. 

AZ>YE?<T!S/Nt!f": Appr~~ ~ fv-v ~ 
.,j,u /t::UfO~ uri/;{ h-wflf'Vu. (J4't!Z~t. 

6. Encourage the consistent use of well designed 
street and public furniture. These items 
include litter bins, seats, barbeques, 
direction signs etc. 

7. Conserve and maintain the important areas of 
open space, in particular, the Memorial 
Gardens, which have a formal landscape 
approach and the Angas River Valley, which is 
largely semi natural. 

8. Seek to retain important architectural and 
townscape details. These include stone walls 
(prefer unpainted) especially those immediate
ly adjacent to footpaths and exposed stone 
side party walls to buildings, verandahs and 
posts, iron work console panels and ba1astrading, 
old kerbing, architectural features such as 
old window openings, external shutters and 
examples of early advertising. 
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types can be most successful in tying 
together the old and the new. 

Materials: 
In new construction these should match 
as closely as possible those used in the 
early historic building. 

Often it is not possible or desirable to 
match original materials due to cost 
constraints, lack of availability or the 
desire to clearly express the original 
structure. 

The principle should be to use materials which 
match or approximate the building elements of 
the earlier work in size, style and type of 
finish. The elements might be stone block, 
brick or stone rubble while finishes were often 
whitewashed stucco or light cement render 
(e.g. concrete blocks resemble stone blocks 
and when lightly 'bagged' or rendered, give 
the appearance of a painted stone wall). 

Colours should be selected such that they are 
harmonious with existing buildings. This will 
help integrate new development. The re-use 
of old materials, decorative features, 
shutters, doors, windows, etc. in new work 
should be encouraged. 

While the materials used should relate to the 
particular identified element, the following 
guide is also provided. 

Roof: 
Corrugated iron, painted or unpainted. 
Walls: 
Brick smooth faced painted (normally white) 
or rendered, stonework, concrete blocks, . 
rendered or painted to match stone work. 
Brick boarding or similar applied imitation 
finishes should not be permitted. 
Other: 
Windows are generally small, in a vertical 
format, often six pane, timber stained. 
Verandahs - normally pitched at angle of roof 
or less, as direct extension of roof or 
attached below guttering often curved roof 
forms both concave and convex. New verandah 
detailing should match original. 
Fences - should reflect early types - open 
timber picket, stone, timber post and rail 
(painted white or dark stain). Sheet material 
or modern wire mesh fencing should not be 
used where visible. 
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The siting of additions should seek to minimise 
the impact of change. In most cases the 
principle street facades should not be 
amended significantly. Additions should be 
directed to the rear or to the side of the 
building. 

3. Restoration and reuse of old buildings should 
be given encouragement and a higher priority 
than new development. 
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DEVELOPMENT 

Objective "To ensure that new development within 
Strathalbyn is compatible with the 
established visual, built and landscape 
character." 

New development and growth must be expected, promoted 
and planned given the attractive character, location 
and economic opportunities of Strathalbyn. 

In recognising this, it is important that future 
development be compatible with the historic character 
of Strathalbyn. This is particularly true in areas 
of higher historic and visual quality e.g. High Street, 
Albyn Terrace. The most important aspects to be 
considered are scale of buildings, built form, use 
of materials and siting of buildings. 

·Policies 

1 • 

4. 

The scale and massing of new development 
should not dominate the existing historic 
buildings. 

The built form of new development should be 
in keeping with the simple, bold form of 
early building types. The incorporation of 
verandahs in this regard is particularly 
important. 

The materials of new development should be 
compatible to the existing early development. 
This does not imply that sone has to be 
used but rather materials of similar colour 
and texture, use of brick quoins, render and 
bagged brickwork and galvanised iron roofing. 

Siting of new development should reflect that 
of adjacent buildings in terms of setback fran 
the roadway and from side boundaries. 
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"To ensure that land use and intensity 
of activity is of a level which is 
compatible to the character and structure 
of Strathalbyn." 

The structure of Strathalbyn is unusual in that there 
are two commercial areas separated by the Angas River, 
both having particular qualities which should 
be respected and taken full advantage of. The town 
has an excellent central park and open space link 
along the river valley. 

Similarly, much of the inner residential areas displqy 
a particular richness of character which should be 
conserved. 

Policies relating to these specific areas are dealt 
with in the precinctual policies. 
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ECONOMIC ACTIVITY AND TOURISM 

Objective: "To protect and boost commerce and 
industry and to diversify and actively 
promote the historic and visual assets 
of Strathalbyn as a meana of contributing 
to the economic activity of the town." 

The development of regional tourism and recreation 
based on the character and heritage of Strathalbyn 
is one of the few remaining growth sectors. 
Strathalbyn's economy is stable, based largely on 
rural and rural related industries. Tourism provides 
an additional contribution to the existing economy 
and may also boost employment and revenue. 

There would be a need to develop a comprehensive 
visitor management scheme involving promotion, 
education and information, facilities, staffing and 
·funding. 

Policies 

1. Upgrade facilities, attractions and scenic 
walks within the township. 

2. Develop a tourist strategy based on promotion 
and management of visitors. 

3. Actively promote and encourage building 
restoration, compatible activities and 
marketing. 

4. Consider the establishment of a visitor 
information centre in a prominent location, 
possibly in conjunction with another approp
riate activity. 
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COMMUNITY AWARENESS 

Objective "Encourage, community awareness of 
Strathalbyn's historic , visual and 
environmental qualities and the need 
for conservation and development 
guidelines." 

Community awareness of conservation and the need for 
guidelines cannot be overemphasised . The loss of 
historic buildings in the past has been due, in part, 
to a lack of understanding of the importance of 
heritage and a lack of visual appreciation. In recent 
times, much of the new development has shown a lack 
of sympathy and design s~ills. It is pleasing to 
see that the District Council are taking positive steps 
to correct this past attitude . The reuse of the old 
stone school is an excellent exampl e to be commended. 

Policies 

1. Information broadsheets should be prepared 
summarising the heritage study and conservation 
guidelines. 

2. District Council should seek skilled 
professional resources to advise Council, 
developers and residents on heritage and 
conservation matters. 
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KEY CONSERVATION AREAS OF STRATHALBYN 

1. Adelaide Road Entry 

2. East Terrace 

3. High Street/Sunter Street 

4. Memorial Gardens and the Angas River 
Open Space Belt 

5. Albyn Terrace/Commercial Road/Colman 
Terrace 

6. South Terrace (East portion) 

7. Rankine Street 

8. Dawson Street 

9. Callington Road Entry 

10. Paris Creek Entry 

11. Coronation Road 

12. Ashbourne Road 

13. West Terrace 

14. Strathalbyn North Subdivision 

15. North Terrace 
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KEY .AREAS 
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KEY CONSERVATION AREAS 

1. Adelaide Road Entry 

1.1 Location 

Adelaide Road from the north is the primary 
entry into Strathalbyn. 

1.2 Description 

The road partially tree lined, passes through an 
attractive rural landscape before reaching 
Strathalbyn. On the outskirts of the town large 
pines line the roadway creating an avenue effect. 
On the left is a mix of new dwellings and old 
dwellings set well back. On the right is the 
'Lodge' rural property. The roadway takes a sharp 
left hand corner on entering the town to reveal the 
historic High Street and Sunter Street. 

1.3 Important Elements 

The Lodge and pastures. 
The avenue of pines. 
Victorian House on the corner of Adelaide Road 
and Marchant Road. 

1.4 Opportunities 

The attractive stre~tscape and crisp contrast 
between rural and urban should be maintained and 
enhanced. The 'Lodge' rural property should be 
retained as rural land and urban development should 
not be permitted to encroach on the important entry 
landscape. Progressive replanting of pinus (radiata 
or pinaster) should be undertaken to preserve the 
avenue effect of the approach. 

The sharp left hand corner into High Street is a 
feature of the town in that it immediately reveals 
the historic and commercial area of High Street 
and Sunter Street. The corner should not be 
straightened on aesthetic grounds. 
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However there is a need for directional signs to 
clarify the alternative routes. If roadworks are 
undertaken on the corner, care should be exercised 
to ensure that trees are not lost and that traffic 
speed does not increase as a result. Both High 
Street and Sunter Street, because of character, charm 
and safety require traffic to move relatively slowly. 

1.5 Statement of Desired Future Character 

The main entry to Strathalbyn should retain the 
crisp change from rural to urban. It should also 
retain and enhance the attractive landscape character 
of the entry. 
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2. East Terrace Area 

2.1 Location 

East Terrace is a major residential road forming 
the eastern perimeter to the original town subdiv
ision. 

2.2 Description 

The significant portion of East Terrace extends 
from Adelaide Road southwards to the road crest 
where two churches, diagonally opposite, dominate the 
skyline. 

The terrace is well treed with attractive gardens. 
The old large dwellings are set well back from the 
road often with orchards set in the front gardens. 
The street gently ascends to a slight crest where 
St. Barnabus and Christ Church create a focus point 
and termination of view. 

2.3 Important Elements 

Victorian House, corner of Adelaide Road and 
East Terrace. 
Pioneer Monument and Park. 
Street of old dwellings. 
Street trees. 
Church of St. Barnabas of the Good Shepherd 
Christ Church of England. 

2.4 Opportunities 

This street is one of the more attractive residential 
streets in Strathalbyn. Little action is required 
apart from retaining a consistent and deep setback 
for new development and the continued protection and 
replanting of street trees. 

2.5 Statement of Desired Future Character 

The attractive, well established streetscape should 
be retained. New houses should be in accord with 
the existing setback. 
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3. High Street and Sunter Street 

3.1 Location 

East of the Angas River between Adelaide Road and 
the Memorial Gardens. 

3.2 Description 

Both High Street and Sunter Street are important 
historic precincts of Strathalbyn. High Street 
contains a number of historic buildings, the most 
important of which are London House, Robin Hood Hotel 
and the Town Hall. High Street ascends to Swale 
Street corner which is dominated by the 2 storey 
commercial hotel. 

Sunter Street contains several cottages and of 
particular interest are the rear of stone walls 
and outbuildings of London House and other properties 
along the eastern flank of Sunter Street. The 
terminal views along Sunter Street are also note
worthy, with the old C.B.A. Bank and the Manchester 
and Glasgow House creating an interesting view. 
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3 . 3 Important Elements 

High Street 
Fraxinus trees 
London House 
Robin Hood Hotel 
Old Town Hall 
numerous olq shops 
traditional verandahs 
Commercial Hotel 

Sunter Street 
Fraxinus trees 
Old Cobb and Co. stables and stone walling 
several large old houses 
Manchester and Glasgow House 
C.B.A. Bank 

3.4 Opportunities 

High Street and Sunter Street lend themselves 
to preservation, restoration and adaption as a 
historic village precinct. To some extent this 
is already occurring with some buildings being 
renovated and the introduction of compatible retail 
activities. 

Emphasis needs to be given to a co-ordinated 
development and promotion programme to enable an 
assured future. The traditional street furniture 
should be retained and extended. This includes 
verandahs and shop fronts, kerbing and paths, 
signage and advertising and the much needed street 
trees preferably Fraxinus sp. 

3.5 Statement of Desired Future Character 

This precinct should be restored and developed 
with an historic village theme within which a range 
of retail and commercial activities could operate. 
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4. Memorial Gardens and the Angas River 
Open Space Belt 

4.1 Location 

The Angas River and valley meanders in a north 
south direction bisecting the urban area of 
Strathalbyn. 

4.2 Description 

The Angas River flows in a sout herly direction with 
a deeply incised flood valley. The banks are 
mounded, grassed and have extensive tree cover. 

Memorial Gardens, the visual focus of the town, 
contains a delicate rotunda and a series of weirs 
with large water features .adding to the well 
established parkland . The Memorial Gardens are 
characterised by a traditional and formal landscape 
approach to the garden beds and extensive use of 
palms and Norfolk pines. 

The changes in elevation together with the vegetation 
creates a separation from the activity of the 
surrounding commercial streets. Indeed there is a 
peaceful atmosphere within the park . 

4.3 Important Features 

Water features and fauna 
Vegetation 
St. Andrews Church 
St . Andrews ·Bridge 
Rotunda 
Children's Bridge 
Lyons Park 
Rotary Park 
Old Cemetery and Monument 

4.4 Opportuni ties 

The river and parkland is one of the more 
picturesque in the State. Its form and features 
should be respected and enhanced. 



53 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 

As with historic buildings, all the elements of 
the historic and attractive Memorial Gardens, 
should be protected, enhanced and restored. This 
means that the traditional species should be 
replanted. As time moves on, the park will become 
increasingly valuable as an asset to the town in its 
own right and in terms of complementing the rich 
character of the historic buildings. 

The pleasant mix of formal, informal and semi 
natural areas of the park add to its quality and 
diversity and should be retained. Possibly a 
series of town walks should focus on the gardens 
and along the river valley from North Terrace to 
South Terrace linking up with built and historic 
features. 

Caution needs to be exercised by the Council tb 
ensure that any works, landscaping or tree planting 
does not detract from the character of the park . 

. 4.5 Statement of Desired Future Character 

The highly attractive open space area should retain 
its traditional character and landscape themes. 
Additional plantings and landscaping should reflect 
the established character. 
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5. Albyn Terrace, Commercial Road and Colman 
Terrace 

5.1 Location 

The old commercial district surrounding Memorial 
Gardens. 

5.2 Description 

The three streets have a charming character and 
contain many fine buildings. These are one or two 
storey, many with verandahs and wrought iron lacework. 
Most are of stone construction in good condition 
and appearance. The streets form a compatible edge 
to the Memorial Gardens, which in turn complements 
the streetscapes. 

5.3 

) 

Important Elements 

Blackwell House 
Old school building 
Old power house 
Colman's Mill Store 
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Angas Mill 
Post Office 
Victoria Hotel 
Tucker and Sons Building 
National Bank 
Terminus Hotel 
Memorial Gardens 

5.4 Opportunities 

This area is one of the finest streetscape in the 
State and together with the Memorial Gardens, forms 
a precinct of excellent quality. 

It is strongly recommended that these streets be 
given special consideration to maintain and protect 
the overall character. Most important are the 
verandahs and architectural detailing. Careful and 
critical analysis should be given to any proposal 
to either adapt existing buildings or infill with 
new development. The demolition of old buildings 
should not be permitted. 

A major opportunity exists in these streets 
surrounding the gardens for further promotion as 
the civic and professional precinct. This is 
currently a bank, post office, professional suites 
and proposed Council offices. Additional passive 
commercial and civic activities are admirably suited 
to the historic and scenic character of this area. 

5.5 Statement of Desired Future Character 

The character of these excellent quality streets 
should be retained and enhanced. The protection 
of old buildings, ornamentation and other elements 
is vital. This area should be promoted as the 
professional, business and civic precinct of 
Strathalbyn. 
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6. South Terrace (east portion) 

6. 1 Location 

On the southern perimeter of the original town plan. 

6.2 Description 

This street forms the southern edge to the early 
township. While it is not visually intact as a 
continuous streetscape, there are however interesting 
and historic segments. The railway crossing and 
bridge over the Angas River effectively establish 
two identities for South Terrace. The most interest
ing section is immediately east of the river crossing 
where the old gasworks building, Bryans brewery and 
Rowes Foundry once operated. 

6.3 Important Elements 

Old gasworks 
Bryans Brewery 
Rowes Foundry 
Angas River bridge 

6.4 Opportunities 

The important buildings in this area should be 
protected. Also there is a need for street planting 
to the effect of the existing vegetation. 

6. 5 Statement o't: Desired Future Character 

The historic buildings in this area should be 
retained. Infill development of a mixed or rural 
industries nature would be compatible. In addition, 
street·planting should be undertaken to enhance the 
street. 
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7. Rankine Street 

7.1 Location 

Part of the original Gollan subdivision extends 
from Albyn Terrace to South Terrace. 

7.2 Description 

Rankine Street contains a number of important 
buildings however there is a marked lack of street 
trees which obviously detracts from the overall 
character. The mixed uses, stonewalling and open 
gravel areas, as well as a range of building setbacks 
make perceptual containment difficult. 

. 7.3 Important Elements 

Terminus Hotel 
National Bank and walls 
Old Police Station/National Trust Museum 

7.4 Opportunities 

Given the historic importance of this street and its 
potential character, there is a strong need for 
street planting and guidelines for future development. 

7.5 Statement of Desired Future Character 

This area is historically important though visually 
fragmented. Infill development on a consistent 
setback should be encouraged together with street 
planting. 
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8. Dawson Street 

8. 1 Location 

Between Albyn Terrace and South Terrace. 

8.2 Description 

Dawson Street is the main retail centre of 
Strathalbyn. While most of the street is comprised 
of modern glass fronted shops, supermarkets etc. it 
does contain a number of historic buildings, which 
while not threatened, need to be protected. 

8.3 Important Elements 

Savings Bank of South Australia 
Church of Christ 
Masonic Hall 

8.4 Opportunities 

This street should continue to remain the main retail 
area of the town. Expansion of retail facilities 
could extend into the old Gollan subdivision area 
which appears run down and under-utilised. 

8.5 Statement of Desired Future Character 

This street should .be promoted as the main retail 
area with expansion . into the Gollan subdivision. 
A high standard of civic design should be mandatory 
on new development. 
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9. Callington Road Entry 

9.1 Location 

The eastern entry to Strathalbyn from Callington. 

9.2 Description 

The road approaches Strathalbyn on a downhill slope 
with views dominated by the silos and a row of large 
pines. These tall features tend to obscure the 
township beyond. Views are quite pleasant and orderly. 
The massive silos and mill are set in a large .tract 
of open space on the right of the entry, while 
dwellings line the left side. 

. 9.3 Important Elements 

Silos 
Row of pines 

9.4 Opportunities 

Any proposals to extend the urban area in this 
direction should allow for a landscape corridor 
along Callington Road and maintain a crisp edge 
between rural and urban. 

9.5 Statement of Desired Future Character 

The crisp rural urban change should be retained. 
Major rural industries located in tract open space 
would be compatible as an extension of existing 
uses. 
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10. Paris Creek Entry 

10.1 Location 

Main road entry from the north. 

10.2 Description 

The Paris Creek Road descends from a high ridge 
north of Strathalbyn. From the high slopes, 
excellent views are possible overlooking the township 
and countryside beyond. 

Closer to town, the historic homesteads of Glenbarr 
and Braemar are seen set in a pleasant rural land
scape. 

10.3 Important Elements 

Panoramic views 
Urban/Rural contrast 
Pastures and rural trees 
Glenbarr Youth Camp 
Braemar 

10.4 Opportunities 

Essentially the excellent qualities of this approach 
should be protected. Future expansion must not 
impinge on the road and its views. 

10.5 Statement of Desired Future Character 

Urban expansion should not be permitted along this 
entry. The highly scenic rural landscape should 
be retained as part of the essential setting for 
Strathalbyn. 
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11. Coronation Road 

11.1 Location 

West of the town centre. 

11.2 Description 

A pleasant residential road with older style 
dwellings and street trees. Views extend across 
the oval. 

11.3 Important Elements 

Street trees 
Consistency of existing dwellings 
Old stone hall at oval 
Open space of oval 

11.4 Opportunities 

This street should remain a pleasant, well established 
residential area and would benefit from landscaping 
in the area of the oval and playground. 

11.5 Statement of Desired Future Character 

This street should remain as an attractive residential 
street. 
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12. Ashbourne Road 

12.1 Location 

West of the town centre. 

12.2 Description 

A well established, pleasant residential precinct. 
The street is lined with Kurrajongs and affords 
pleasant views across the oval. 

12.3 Important Elements 

Kurrajong street trees . 
Creek open space and bridge 
Historic Dawson Banks 
Open spac~ and views of oval 

12.4 Opportunities 

The street should be retained a pleasant residential 
precinct. 

12.5 Statement of Desired Future Character 

This street should remain and be enhanced as an 
attractive residential street. 
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13. West Terrace 

13.1 Location 

West perimeter of original township. 

13.2 Description 

West Terrace contains large single storey old 
dwellings. These are set well back from the road 
which is pleasantly lined with Fraxinus trees. 

13.3 Important Elements 

Spacious older style dwellings 
Street trees - Fraxinus sp. 

13.4 Opportunities 

This already pleasant street requires additional 
plantings of Fraxinus sp. along the eastern side and 
towards the southern end. 

13.5 Statement of Desired Future Character 

As one of the major streets of Strathalbyn with 
large attractive dwellings and street trees, the 
area should be enhanced and retained as an attractive 
living area. 
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14. Strathalbyn North Subdivision 

14.1 Location 

North of North Terrace. 

14.2 Description 

Subdivided in 1860, the area is characterised by 
narrow laneways, small allotments and workman type 
cottages, some of which have been restored. 

14.3 Important Elements 

Narrow street.scapes 
Buildings in Melville Lane 

14.4 Opportunities 

This area lends itself to restoration as a historic 
area similar to parts of Unley and Norwood in 
Adelaide. Demolition of cottages should be 
discouraged. New development should be of a 
compatible form, constructed close to the roadway, 
consistent with the existing development. 

14.5 Statement of Desired Future Character 

The visual character of this historic subdivision 
should be retained through building and subdivision 
controls. The narrow lanes, with dwellings close 
to the carriageway are an essential feature of the 
subdivision. 
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15. North Parade 

15.1 Location 

Northern perimeter of the original township. 

15.2 Description 

This street contains a range of interesting buildings 
however the street trees are lacking which obviously 
detracts from the quality of environment. 

15.3 Important Elements 

William Noyes old schoolroom 
Former Butcher shop 
Dollar Cottage 
Workman's Cottages 
Large residence, corner of Commercial Road 
Old slate roofed hall 
Angas River crossing 

15.4 Opportunities 

This could be potentially a fine street of historic 
buildings. There is however a need to upgrade the 
streetscape through tree planting preferably with 
Fraxinus sp. 

15.5 Statement of Desired Future Character 

This street is historically important although lack 
of street trees and vacant land, fragments the visual 
character. Sympathetic infill development should be 
encouraged along with a street planting programme 
using Fraximus sp. 
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STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
State Library of South Australia, Historical References 
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282.94238 
M692 
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pamphlet 

373.94238 
B642 
pamphlet 

6 
625.6 
E32 
pamphlet 

Stowe, Harold J. 
They Built Strathalbyn 
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S.A. 1973) 

Back to Strathalbyn Souvenir, 1933, 
Reunion and celebrations 
(Strathalbyn, Jones, Ptr. 1933) 

Modystack, William B. 
Strathalbyn parish: historical notes 
on the occasion of the 110th anniversary 
of the church (of St. James the Less. 
Macclesfield 1977). 

Blanksby, J. and Sibly, C., 
So they did it that way; a short history 
of Strathalbyn High School, 1913-1976 
(Strath~lbyn 1976) 

Egremont, Godfrey, 
About the southern tramway 
(Adelaide, W.K. Thomas, Ptrs., 1884 
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STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Archives Research Material 

RN 539 

Chronicle 15.6.1961 
pp 26 & 30 

1324/133 

NC Vol. 2, p 271 

RN 635 

S.A. Register, July 
18, 1868 6e 

NC Vo. 1 pp 48-51 

Quiz and the Lantern 
7.7.1893 p 13 

PRG 307/5/40 

Mt. Barker Courier 
7.8.1947 1ab 3bc 

NC Vo. 2, p 285 

Royal Geographic 
Society of Aust. 
(SA Branch) 
proceedings Vol. 40, 
pp 69-82 

Chronicle 6.4.1933 
p 46 

South Australian 
10.2.1843 3b 

S.A. Register 
2. 3. 1869 4h 

C13 

1839-1958 Historical Notes by H.J. Stowe 

Historical Notes 

1840 - Historical Notes on Section 2852, 
Macclesfield Special Survey, Dept. of 
Lands, incl. map. 

Historical Notes 

1844-49 Brief historical notes -
Strathalbyn postal services. 

Recent growth of the town 

1871-74 Reminiscences of the Rev. F. Slaney 
Poole 

Description 

(.1 
Plan of allotments in Strathalbyn West n.d. 

Historical Notes 

Notes by the town clerk on the dry walled 
fences of the district 1847. 

Geographical and historical notes by 
F .J. Hall, 1839 

Historical Notes 1839-1933 

Recent progress 

Strathalbyn to Middleton tramway. Opening 
ceremony, with full historical account, 
description of the route, rolling stock, 
permanent way, etc. 

Plan of proposed tramway 1865? 



384 

383 

Observer 28.6.1884 
33b 

Observer 20.9.1884 
29d 

Observer 14.11.1903 
p25 

S.A. Gazette and 
Colonial Register 
18.5.1839 1b 
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Strathalbyn to Middleton tramway, out 
letter book of the accountant 23.2.69 -
25.8.1869 

Strathalbyn to Middleton tramway, out 
letter book of accountant of Railways dept. 
re tramway, .25.8.1869- 31.12.1869. Also 
out letter book of Railways Dept. accountant 
1.1.1870- 17.6.1870 and 21.10.1873-22.11.1876 

Strathalbyn to Mount Barker railway, detailed 
description of the line. 

Strathalbyn to Mount Barker railway informaLW 
opened. 

Strathalbyn Christ Church consecration 
ceremony, Oct. 31 1903, with historical 
account of church, 1871-1903. 

Application for a Special Survey in the 
vicinity of the River Angas, William Mein and 
George Hall. 



)RTANT BUILDINGS OF 
\THALBYN 
fer to Inventory) 

1. 

2. 
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Dr. John Rankine's original stone hut, 'Blackwood 
Park' estate, Macclesfield Road. 

Wheal Ellen mine, Highland Valley. 

3. 'The Lodge', Adelaide Road. 

4. 'Glenbatrt, Paris Creek Road. 

5. 'Braemar', Paris Creek Road. 

6. 'Dunreath', off Milnes Road, Section 2744. 

6K. 'The Briars', Milnes Road, cnr. Gressford Lane. 

7. 'Dalmeny', Bull Creek Road, cnr. Love Avenue. 

8. Brick and stone building, Melville Lane. 

9. William Noye's old schoolroom and residence, 
North Parade, corner Manse Road. 

10. Former butcher shop, North Parade, cnr. Melville 
Street. 

11. 'Dollar' cottage, North Parade. 
I 

12. Workmen's cottages, North Parade, cnr. Harriet Street. 

13. Pioneer monument, intersection, Adelaide Road, 
North Parade and East Terrace. 

14. House, Adelaide Road, cnr. East Terrace. 

15. House, cnr. North Parade, Commercial Road. 

16 . Old slate-roofed building (meeting hall?) 
North Parade. 

17. Old cottage, Commercial Road. 

18. Old cottage, Commercial Road. 

19. Old cottage(s), Wallbank Street. 

20. 'Dawson Banks', Ashbourne Road. 

21. John Wesley Church, Commercial Road. 

22. 'Blackwell House', Commercial Road, cnr. Colman 
Terrace. 

23. Old school building, Colman Terrace. 

24. 'Manchester and Glasgow House', Sunter Street. 

25. 'London House', High Street, cnr. Grey Street. 

26. Robin Hood Hotel, High Street, cnr. Grey Street. 

27. Library, High Street. 

28. Town Hall (former Institute), High Street . 

. 29. C.B.A. Building, Alfred Place, cnr. Swale Street. 

30. Commercial Hotel, High Street, cnr. Swale Street. 

31. Church of St. Barnabas of the Good Shepherd, East 
Terrace, cnr. Chapel Street. 



. 32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

. 36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

40A. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

46. 

47. 

48. 

49. 

50. 

51. 

52. 

53. 

54. 

55. 

56. 

57. 
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Church, cnr. Chapel Street, Murray Street . 

Christ Church of England, East Terrace. 

St. Andrew's Church, Alfred Place. 

St. Andrew's Bridge, Sunter Street. 

Rotunda, Soldier's Memorial Gardens . 

Colman's Mill Store, Commercial Road, cnr. Mill 
Street. 

Angas Mill, Commercial Road, cnr. Mill Street. 

'Watervilla', Mill Street. 

Argus House, Commercial Road. 

Old Powerhouse, Commercial Road, cnr. Colman 
Terrace. 

Post Office, Commercial Road. 

Oval building, Coronation Road. 

Victoria Hotel, Albyn Terrace. 

E.J. Tucker · and Sons, Solicitors, Albyn Terrace. 

Douglas ~ickman, Osteopath, _ et al, Albyn Terrace. 

National Bank, Albyn Terrace, cnr. Rankine Street. 

Terminus Hotel, Rankine Street. 

Henry Bonnars Old Schoolroom (now St Barnabas' 
Hall), Rowe Street. 

Church Building, Alfred Place, cnr. Russell Street. 

Savings Bank of South Australia, Dawson Street, 
cnr. Donald Street. 

Church of Christ, Dawson Street. 

Masonic Hall, Dawson Street. 

Old Police Station and Courthouse, Rankine Street, 
cnr. South Terrace. 

Railway Station , off South Terrace. 

Old gasworks, South Terrace. 

Bryan's brewery, South Terrace, cnr. Murray Street. 

Rowe's foundry, South Terrace. 
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SlRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 

Name 
BLACKWOOD PARK 

Location 

Macclesfield Road 

Description 

Dr Rankine, when he settled at Strathalbyn, chose 
land some four miles north of the existing 
township. He named it "Blackwood Park" after the 
large number of blackwood trees growing in the area. 
He firstly built a small stone cottage and later 
built a more substantial home on the property. 
Because of the lack of a church building, public 
worship was conducted for a period in the new house. 

Endorsements 
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Heritage Significance 

Information Sources 



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 2 

Name 

WHEAL ELLEN MINE 

Location 

Highland Valley 

Description 
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Heritage Significance 

Information Sources 
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STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 3 

Name 

Location 

Description 

'The Lodge' 

Off Adelaide Road, Section 2625 Hd. of 
Macclesfield. Map ref. 6627-1 079 972 

The current homestead building is a grouping of late 
nineteenth century additions around an original 'lodge' 
or gatehouse, to the 'Hampden' property originally 
built by Edward Stirling. The Stirling family 
occupied the lodge when the main 'Hampden' homestead 
burnt down. 

The complex i s of random limestone construction 
with brick quoins and brick surrounds to win~ows and 
doors. It has a cellar but is otherwise single 
storeyed. The original laundry and adjacent under
ground tank are intact and are still in use. The 
original'central section has early half paned french 
doors and part of the stables at the rear also 
appear to be of early construction with timber 
shakes under the existing corrugated galvanised iron 
roof. Internal detailing of the late nineteenth 
century is evident, with an elliptical arched opening 
and bay window to the loungeroom. Fireplace surrounds 
are c. 1900. 

Endorsements 

National Trus t of South Australia, Classified List, 
reg. 2723 . 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
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Heritage Significance 

Edward Stirling arrived in South Australia in 1839 
and lived with his cousin Charles in Adelaide until 
1846 when he married and moved to Strathalbyn. There 
he took up first a property of 800 acres which he 
named 'Hampden', then another property fronting Lake 
Alexandrina which he named 'Nalpa Station'. 

The famj_ly went to live at Urrbrae, in Mitcham while 
two of the sons, Lancelot and Edward, were educated 
at St. Peter's College. 

Edward Stirling snr. stood for Parliament in 1855 
but was defeated by Dr. John Rankine of 'Blackwood 
Park'. He was, however, appointed to the 
Legislative Council by Governor MacDonnell. 

In 1865 the family returned to England, and remained 
until Lancelot and Edward had completed their 
education at Cambridge University. Upon their return 
to South Australia, Edward snr. acquired the 
~Highland Valley' property, north east _of Strathalbyn . 

In 1868 Edward snr. donated a bell for St . Andrew's 
Church, for which the square tower was built in 1869. 

Edward snr. died in England in 1873, and though he 
had altogether four sons and four daughters, bequeathec 
all of his estates to Edward and Lancelot. 

Edward Stirling jnr. became a professor at the 
University of Adelaide, a noted scientist and 
anthropologist, and was later knighted. 

John Lancelot Stirling became a noted pastoralist 
and politician, and introduced the game of polo to 
South Australia. He was later knighted, and after 
his death, a tower was built onto Christ Church, 
Strathalbyn, as a memorial to him. 

Owner 
Address 
Telephone 

Comments 

The house is now divided to serve as three separate 
tenancies. 

Information Sources 

Harold J. Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn 
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S.A. 1973) pp22-24. 

National Trust of South Australia, Early Buildings 
Committee, reg. 2723. 
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STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 4 

Name 

Location 

Description 

'Glenbarr' 

Off Paris Creek Road, Section 2628, 
Hundred of Macclesfield 
Map ref. 6627-11 067 970 

Large two storey homestead building with several 
outbuildings. The ground floor is built of random 
stone with facework to quoins and roughly squared 
stone to surrounds of windows and doors. Half 
paned french doors and casement windows to the. 
ground floor indicate that this part of the building 
is early, while the present second storey dates from 
the late nineteenth century. An early view of 
Glenbarr is said to exist which shows it as it was 
before 1860 without its surrounding pine trees and 
without its stone second storey. The original 
second storey was lit. by dormer windows within a 
substantial roof. 

The outbuildings are of random stone construction. 
The stable with hayloft is roofed by means of lapped 
rafters without a ridge beam, and was originally 
covered with timber shingles. This building has now 
been neatly converted for use as a dining room and 
chapel. 

The little cottage above the cellar is said to be the 
original section built by William Rankine in 1842. 
William was the elder brother of Dr. John Rankine 
and the leader of the family in their emigrating to 
South Australia. With them, he and his wife brought 
their five children, and subsequently three more 
were born in the new colony. William himself was 
born in Scotland in 1799, and died at 'Glenbarr' on 
5th September 1882. He had been both a Justice of 
the Peace and Chairman of the District Council of 
Strathalbyn. 

Endorsements 

National Trust of South Australia, Classified List, 
reg. 1297. 
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Heritage Significance 

Part of the present two storey homestead building 
constitutes the original cottage built by William 
Rankine in 1842. William was of the pioneer Rank: 
family who arrived on the sailing ship 'Fairfield 
in 1839, who all came to settle at Strathalbyn. 
was on land owned partly by both William Rankine 
and James Dawson that the township of Strathalbyn 
was eventually laid out. 

The original cottage was considerably added to an< 
enlarged with its full second storey in the late 
nineteenth century. 

The homestead is now surrounded by a garden with 
numerous mature trees; large pines in a row opposj 
the front of the main building create a sense of 
enclosure. Stone walls exist on many parts of thE 
property, some dry laid and some mortared. Some 
old post and rail fencing survives, following the 
line of pine trees opposite the house. 

The setting is of great importance to the appearar 
of the building, the mature trees and well kept 
garden providing views of interest from several ar 
The quality of the surroundings offsets the other~ 
detrimental effect of both the large weatherboard 
addition at front and the visible cracking in the 
main two storey structure. 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

The homestead building is laid out inside as a 
museum, and contains many historically valuable 
pieces. In the grounds are a pair of four wheeled 
horse drawn vehicles, and between the house and ch 
dining room building is a functioning cast iron ha 
lift pump for well water. 

Information Sources 

Harold J. Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn, 
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S.A., 1973) pp14,18 

National Trust of South Australia, Early Buildings 
Committee, reg. 1297. 
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STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 5 

Name 

Location 

Description 

'Braemar' 

Paris Creek Rd., Section 2626, Hundred of 
Macclesfield, Map ref. 6627-11 074 969. 

The homestead consists of a large villa style section 
to the south with earlier sections to the north 
including outbuildings. The later section has a 
prominent bay window with Italianate detailing: the 
stuccoed window surrounds are surmounted by 
imitation vermiculated keystones. The verandah has 
cast iron frieze work and spandrels. Earlier sections 
of the homestead are of random limestone construction 
with brick quoins and brick window and door surrounds 
and arched heads to openings are of rubbed brick. 
Surviving original outbuildings include a barn and 
tackroom and there is an underground tank. The 
entrance to the yard is flanked by scalloped walls 
and brick coping. 

The first part of 'Braemar' was built in the 1860's 
by James Rankine, and the later villa style section 
probably by Mathew Rankine in the 1890's. 

Endorsements 

National Trust of South Australia, Recorded List, 
reg. 2019. 
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Heritage Significance 

James Rankine was one of the three Rankine brothers 
(the others were William Rankine and Dr. John Rankine) 
who all arrived in South Australia on the 'Fairfield' 
in 1839, and came to found the township of 
Strathalbyn in 1840. 

James bought land from the Sloane family adjacent 
to William's 'Glenbarr' holding, and built the first 
part of the present 'Braemar' homestead in the 1860's. 

Later, William moved to 'Braemar' and James took over 
Dr. John Rankine's property on Hindmarsh Island. 

The later part of 'Braemar' was probably built by 
William's son Mathew, who also arrived in 1839 at 
the age of nine. The initials 'M.W.R.' and the date 
1892 are scratched on a blind window to the rear of 
the bayed section; Mathew would at that time have 
been 62. 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

Harold J. Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn 
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S.A. -1973) p14. 

National Trust of South Australia, Early Buildings 
Committee, reg. 2019. 
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STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 6 

Name 

'DUNREATH' 

Location 

off Milnes Road, Section 2744 

Description 

Single storey homestead with snecked rubble walls, 
brick quoins and chimneys. Roof decramastic tile, 
verandah concave corrugated galvanised iron. Stables 
are random rubble construction with corrugated 
galvanised iron roofs and brick relieving arches over 
main openings. 

'Dunreath' was built by Mr. J.J. Bonnar, first 
solicitor to practice in Strathalbyn. He arrived 
in May 1867, and that month a professional advertise
ment appeared in the 'Southern Argus', to that effect. 
At that time Mr. Bonnar also announced that he had 
money to lend. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
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Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comment~ 

Information Sources 

Harold J. Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn 
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S.A., 1973) 
p. 107 
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SlRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Sli'VeY Data Sheet 

Identification Number 6A 

Name 'THE BRIARS' 

Location 

Milnes Road, cnr. Gressford Lane 

Description 

Single storey house with random rubble walls lined 
to resemble snecked rubble, brick quoins, and brick 
bay windows to Milnes Road elevation, one rectangular, 
and one octagonal at the corner of the building, 
complete with turret roof. Verandah is corrugated 
galvanised iron convex curved with cast iron lacework. 
Barn to rear is slab timber construction in excellent 
condition with corrugated galvanised iron roof. 
House and outbuildings all recently painted in 
sympathetic colouring. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
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Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 
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STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 7 

Name 
'DALMENY' 

Location 

Bull Creek Road, cnr. Love Ave. 

Description 

Single storey brick construction, brickwork painted. 
Steep-pitched corrugated galvanised iron roof with 
panelled gables and brick chimneys. A three-metre 
high hedge surrounds the property, enclosing a large 
well established garden. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
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Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
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STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 8 

Name 
BRICK AND STONE BUILDING 

.Location 
Melville Lane 

Description 

Simple gabled single storey building with leanto 
at rear, random rubble walls with brick quoins and 
segmental brick arches to openings. Multi-paned 
windows. Corrugated galvanised iron roof. S-shaped 
'flanges' to ends of tension rods on gable ends of 
the building. Brick chimneys. Not in good condition 
but appears to be basically sound. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
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Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Information Sources 
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STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 9 

Name 
House (former School of William Noye) 

Location 
43 and 45 North Parade 

Description 

The schoolroom and its attached residence are now 
both functioning as separate residences. Doors, 
casement windows and gate to the original cottage 
are all typical of early construction. The school
room itself is later, with twelve paned sliding sash 
windows set in random stone walling with brick quoins, 
etc. and a bullnose verandah. The bullnose verandah 
to the cottage is later still , and does not appear 
in a photograph taken c.1933 . 

William Noye is said to have conducted a school in 
these premises in the 1850 's. 

Endorsements 

National Trust of South Australia, Recorded List, 
reg. 876. 

lester f irth & rnurton p ty I tt1 
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Heritage Significance 

William Noye's schoolroom and residence i s one of 
the two known early school premises in Strathalbyn 
still standing. The other is Henry Bonnar's old 
school, now St. Barnabas Hall, Rowe Street begun 
1868. 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

Harold J. Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn 
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S .A. 1973) pp94,95. 

National Trust of South Australia, Early Buildings 
Committee, reg. 876. 

Back to Strathalbyn Sourvenir 1933 
('Back to Strathalbyn' Committee, Strathalbyn 1933) 
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STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 1 0 & 1 1 

Name 
'DOLLAR' COTTAGE AND FORMER BUTCHER SHOP 

Location 

North Parade, cnr. Melville Street 

Description 

Bluestone cottage with attached earlier single room 
dwelling, and two room former shop of limestone 
construction, with cellar. 

Cottage is of roughly squared bluestone with brick 
quoins and trim, and brick arched heads to twelve 
paned sliding sash windows. Slate cladding survives 
to a significant portion of the roof, and there is 
a corrugated galvanised iron concave verandah with 
slight spandrel decoration to three sides of the 
cottage. It is generally in good condition. 

The cottage is named after a village, near Stirling, 
in Scotland. 

The former shop is of random limestone construction 
with brick trim. The North Parade facade is furmount
ed by a parapet and there is a stone wall continuing 
from the side wall of the shop along Melville Street. 
Superficial deterioration is occurring, some repairs 
in cement have been made to the facade. The shop 
still bears, though faintly, the name of Jesse Gray. 

The shop was probably one of the earliest in the town. 
It was run as a combined butcher shop and auctioneer's 
business by James Close. James arrived in South 
Australia in 1860 to join his brother William, who 
was a partner with Edward Sunter in the old Angas 
Store, and was employed by them for a while. He 
then opened a butchering business and combined it 
with his services as an auctioneer. He later became 
one of the best auctioneers in the State. In 1869 
he became the second mayor of Strathalbyn, holding 
the office for one year, and later served as chairman 
of the District Council. He was also largely 
responsible for the building of the first North Parade 
bridge, having subscribed much of the money for the 

work himself. 
The house was apparently sold in 1873 and was occupied 
by the Rev. Frank Slaney Poole, rector of the Church 
of England in Strathalbyn. 
It is said that the building was known as 'Boundary 
Place' c.1875-1885 (NTSA information) 

Endorsements 
Awaiting designation of listing by the Early Buildings 
Committee of the National Trust of S.A. (Reg. No. 
2721). 



Heritage Significance 

A building of unusual appearance with its sharp 
angle at the corner and its long stone wall facing 
Melville Street. It functions both as a finish to 
the end of Cornmerc~al Road and a point of entry to 
the Strathalbyn North area. 

The now derelict shop was one of the earliest in 
the township, run by James Close, once mayor and 
chairman of the District Council of Strathalbyn. 
Close is also said to have been one of the best 
auctioneers in South Australia. 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

National Trust of South Australia, Early Buildings 
Register, No. 2721. 

Harold J. Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn, 
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S.A., 1973) 
p.26. 
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STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 10 & 11 (cant. ) 

Name 
'DOLLAR' COTTI\.GE & FORMER BUTCHER SHOP 

Location 

Description 

Endorsements 
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SlRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 12 

Name 

COTTAGE(S) 

Location 

North Parade, cnr. Harriet Street 

Description 

Simple gabled cottage built in two sections. Earlier 
section to east has slate roof and multi-paned 
windows and bolection-moulded door with fanlight. 
Bullnose corrugated galvanised iron verandah. Later 
section has corrugated galvanised iron roof. Random 
stone construction with brick quoins, all painted. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 

I 
i 

architects urt,an planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

lester firth & murt · "pty ltd 
architects ur(J<•" p i _, ,ners and env:ro ,•.nenta l .·nnsultants 



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
SI.I'Vey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 1 3 

Name 

Location 

Description 

PIONEER MONUMENT 

Triangular lawned area at intersection 
of Adelaide Road, East Terrace & North 
Terrace. 

Small tetrahedral monument of random stone with 
plaque offixed. 

In June 1883, William Lavington Marchant gave the 
triangular piece of land at the corner of East 
Terrace and North Parade on which to grow trees to 
beautify the approach to the town. This had been 
part of the 'Burnside' estate which William had 
bought from Donald Gollan in 1874. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Information Sources 

Harold J. Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn 
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S.A., 1973) 
pp. 26,27. 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urhan ;> l,,lollers and environment.ll r.onsultants 



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 14 

Name 
HOUSE 

Location 
Adelaide Road, cnr. East Terrace 

Description 

Single-storey house of random rubble construction 
with brick quoins. Brick chimneys and corrugated 
galvanised iron roof. Verandah integral with main 
roof and trimmed with timber. Part verandah 
enclosed with diagonal timber panelling penetrated 
by a semicircular headed doorway and door of the 
same panelling. Early twentieth century. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 15 

Name 
House 

Location 

Commercial Road, cnr. North Parade 

Description 

Large single storeyed house comprising two visualiy 
distinct sections, one late nineteenth century, one 
early twentieth century. 

The main part of the house with a principal facade 
to Commercial Road is the earlier section, and was 
originally symmetrical about its central entrance. 
The principal facade is constructed of heading bond 
brickwork, and surrounds to main entrance and bays 
are of chamfered blocked pilasters with simple 
capitals and slight cornice. The facade is divided 
into panels as a result and the whole set on a 
chamfered plinth 500mm high. 

The encircling verandah was apparently a later 
addition, since the bays are fitted with ogee gutters 
under cover of the verandah canopy. The bays 
themselves are of good quality joinery with 
rectangular fanlights above, with fine glazing bars 
set near to the edges and crossing at the corners. 
The verandah is supported on stout posts with 
cast iron spandrel decoration resting on red gum 
verandah edging. 

Elevations to the north and south are of random 
stone construction with half paned french doors. 

The roof to the earlier section is of slate, with 
symmetrically positioned chimneys in arch coupled 
pairs. 

The later section of the residence, which now 
functions in part as medical consulting rooms, is 
described as post-Edwardian, with hoods to windows 
and doors identical to those of the Meadows Institute, 
dated 1914. 

The fencing to the property is unusual and of 
high quality, of wrought iron with red gum uprights 
and stone walls with half-round brick capping. 

cont .. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

This substantial house with its sturdy surrounding 
garden wall and hedge lends solidity and definition 
to the finish of Commercial Road at North Parade. 
The opposing carne~, site of the Lutheran Church, 
lacks this solidity and definition at the corner, 
though this may be remedied in time as trees on the 
site approach maturity. 

The ,house has been the home and consulting rooms 
for a succession of doctors serving Strathalbyn and 
the surrounding districts, and three of its resident 
doctors have served as mayors of Strathalbyn. 

The house, in two .distinct sections, di splays 
features of architectural inte r est from both early 
Victorian Classic and post Edwardian styles, and has 
suffered only unobtrusive alte r a tions s ince those 
times. 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Lands titles s equence 1877 to 1980 (earli e r de t ails 
will require reference to Memorandum of Transfer No. 
79198): 

Vol. 262, Folio 242: 1877 to 1914 
Vol. 1018, Folio 108: 1914 to 1953 
Vol. 2299, Folio 185: 1953 to 1980 

Information Sources 

Nationa l Trus t of South Au s tra l ia , Early Bui ldi ngs 
Register, No. 2711. 
Harold J. Stowe, They Built Stratha lbyn 
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S .A. 1973) 
pp. 43, 101' & 102 
Lands Titles Office record s (see ' comments ') 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
an t ,; tects urtlan planners and environmental consultants 



SlRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 15 

Name 
House (cont.) 

Location 

Commercial Road, cnr. North Parade 

Description 

A large sunroom has been added (c. 1950's?) to the 
north eastern corner of the earlier section of the 
house, and kitchen and carport additions have been 
made to the west. 

The earlier section of this house was apparently 
built c.1858 for Dr. Lloyd Herbert. He bought many 
building sites in the main part of the town which 
brought good prices at his clearing sale in February 
1869. 

Dr. Hugh Ferguson acquired the property and took 
over the practice in 1869, and it was possibly 
during his term of occupancy that the early 
Victorian Classic alterations were made to the 
Commercial Road facade. Dr. Ferguson became mayor 
of Strathalbyn in 1874 and lived in the town until 
December 1875. 

Dr. Albert Walls succeeded Dr. Ferguson both in 
ownership and in operation of the practice and 
served here until 1877, when the house was sold to 
William Stephenson, storekeeper, of Langhorne's 
Creek. 

In 1897 Dr. William Vernon Shone, at that time, 
mayor of Strathalbyn, acquired the property. He 
left for Tasmania in 1904 and sold the house and 
practice to Dr. Henry Harper Formby, who also 
served as mayor of Strathalbyn in 1907. Dr. Formby 
initiated the establishment of the first cottage 
hospital in Strathalbyn c. 1905, almost directly 
opposite his surgery gate in North Parade. After 
about five years of operation it closed down and 
another hospital opened in a boarding house, purchased 
and converted by Dr. Formby for the purpose, on the 
site of the present Soldiers' Memorial Hospital. 

Dr. James Fairley became Dr. Formby's assistant in 
1946 and took over the practice upon Dr. Formby's 
retirement in 1948. Dr. Fairley and his wife Dorothy 
eventually purchased the house itself in March 1956. 

Endorsements 

National Trust of South Australia, Recorded List, 
Reg. No. 2711. 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 
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STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 1 6 

Name 
OLD SLATE-ROOFED BUILDING (MEETING HALL?) 

Location 

North Parade 

Description 

No information available. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 1 7 

Name 
OLD COTTAGE 

Location 
Commercial Road 

Description 

No information available. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
arch i tects urban planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 18 

Name 
OLD COTTAGE 

Location 
Commercial Road 

Description 

No information available. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 19 

Name 
OLD COTTAGE(S) 

Location 
Wallbank Street 

Description 
No information available. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



SlRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 20 

Name 
'DAWSON BANKS' 

Location 
5 Ashbourne Road 

Description 

Single storey originally symmetrical house built of 
squared random coursed dolomite (?) with brick 
surrounds to windows and doors. The building has 
some cedar joinery and half paned french doors with 
rubbed brick heads which open onto the encircling 
verandah. The original kitchen survives with built
in bread oven and oven roaster made in Leamington, 
England. 

It is said that William Colman lived at 'Dawson Banks' 
(formerly 'Brigend') c.1869 (NTSA information), but 
the main body of the house was built by Richard 
Carruthers at a later date. 

According to historical details given in H.J. Stowe's 
They Built Strathalbyn, it appears that Richard 
Carruthers actually acquired the 'Brigend' property, 
of eighty acres, in about 1865. Carruthers was 
elected to the Council of the Corporation in 1874 and 
served until 1880, left until re-elected in 1883, 
then served as mayor in 1886 and 1887. He was again 
a Councillor from 1898 to 1903. His keen interest 
in both agriculture and sport led to his donating 
twelve acres of his land to the Strathalbyn 
Agricultural Society for showgrounds in 1909, to be· 
used also for sporting activities. He died in 
August 1910. 

It is also said that Andrew Rankine lived here after 
he moved from 'Rushmore' (NTSA information). 

'Dawson Banks' derives its name from Dawson Creek, 
near which it is located. 

Endorsements 
Awaiting designation of listing by the Early 
Buildings Committee of the National Trust of 
South Australia (Reg. No. 2722.). 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

'Dawson Banks' was formerly the 'Brigend' property 
of Richard Carruthers, who built the main part of the 
house itself. Carruthers was active in local govern
ment in Strathalbyn and served as mayor for a time. 
He donated the land for the showgrounds immediately 
oppostite 'Dawson Banks' in 1909 for agricultural 
shows and sporting activities. 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Extensive additions are currently being made to the 
eastern face of the building in a style sympathetic 
to the existing building, supervised by architect 
Chris Crabtree. 

Information Sources 

National Trust of South Australia, Early Buildings 
Register, No. 2722. 

H.J. Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn, 
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S.A., 1973) 
p.25. 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
""''" tects arban pi<J••ners ,,nJ environmental consultants 



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 21 

Name 
JOHN WESLEY CHURCH 

Location 
Commercial Road 

Description 

Random stone construction lined to resemble snecked 
rubble. Stuccoed blocked quoins; buttresses to 
nave. Corrugated galvanised iron roof. Windows 
and doors are semicircular-headed with stuccoed 
surrounds and labels and label stops. Main nave 
roof is simple gable, additions to rear have 
gambrel-style roof. 

The Wesleyan Methodists had worshipped in an earlier 
chapel in Commercial Road since before 1854, but in 
August 1873 this was demolished and a new church 
built in its place by James Kennedy. James Cumming 
of Adelaide was the architect, and the church was 
opened February 1, 1874. 

The Church Hall built on at the rear was opened 
March 18, 1911. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects utl•dn ,, ldnners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

Harold J. Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn 
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S.A., 1973) 
pp. 91 '92. 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban piJtoners and environmema! • on,ultants 



STRATHALBVN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 2 2 

Name 
'BLACKWELL HOUSE' 

Location 
18 Commercial Road 

Description 

Part two storey building of bluestone with stucco 
dressings and corrugated galvanised iron roof. 
Verandah and balcony to the two storey section, 
verandah to single storey wings also. Ground floor 
windows to the two storey section are double hung 
sashes with semicircular arched heads while the 
first floor windows are casements with flat arched 
heads. The single storey wing facing Colman Tee. 
also has casement windows but the wing facing 
Commercial Road has double hung sash windows with 
segmental flat arched heads, and is of later con
struction. 

The building is said to have been built in the 
style of old hotels and has a large cellar and 
large front room with timber arches. The building 
is roughly symmetrical about the splayed corner 
frontage where the former main entrance was located. 

The original sections of the building date from 
the 1860's, and the first owner was a Mr. J.B. Doolett' 
(or Hodgekins?- NTSA information). 

The Blackwell butchering firm transferred from 
Milang to occupy the building after 1912, replacing 
the original slate clad roof with one of corrugated 
galvanised iron, removing the large parapet from 
the two principal facades and adding the present 
balcony and verandahs. The large cellar was ued 
to store meat. This butchering firm continued to 
use the building until 1934. 

The building now functions as four flats and is in 
good repair, having been recently renovated without 
change to the existing structure. A steel stair 
has been installed to serve the first floor tenancy. 

Endorsements 

National Trust of South Australia, Recorded List, 
Reg. No. 2332. 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultant$ 



Heritage Significance 

Blackwell House is one key element in the visual 
definition of the main central 'square' of 
Strathalbyn, delineated by Albyn Terrace, Commercial 
Road, Colman Terrace and Sunter Street, enclosing 
the Soldiers Memorial Gardens and original 
'Peninsular' of the Angas. Other key elements in 
this area include the ~ational Bank, the Victoria 
Hotel 1 the Angas Mill, Colman's Store and the 
St: ANdrew's Bridge. 

The building is only partly original, but modification 
executed early 1910's have in some ways increased 
its visual appeal and give it a residential 
character. Recent renovations have been carried 
out in sympathy with that character. 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Information Sources 

National Trust of South Aus tral i a, Ea rly Bui l dings 
Register, No. 2332. 
Harold J. Stowe, They Built Stratha lbyn, 
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, South Aus tralia, 1973) 
p121 
Back to Strathalbyn Souvenir 19 33 
(see photo, 'Strathalbyn Looking West 1883') 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
'-''' ' ; '£\: tS urban pl .,nners and environmental consultants 



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Swvey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 23 

Name 
OLD SCHOOL BUILDING 

.Location 

Colman Terrace 

Description 

Symmetrical facade. Two wings either end have dutch 
gables and triple windows with pointed segmental 
arched heads. The central entry porch has a decorated 
gable with finial. Walls are snecked rubble with 
brick strings at plinth, windowsill and eaves heights. 
Elaborate brick chimneys. 

Extensive additions to rear are being made in close 
compliance with original style, though wire cut 
bricks are being used in place of pressed bricks 
for quoins, strings, etc. Flowerboxes are being 
added at the front in the same style. The building 
is being renovated throughout and converted for use 
as Council Offices. Corrugated galvanised iron roof 
and ogee gutters are being retained. 

The Education Act was passed in 1875, and in 1876 two 
schools in Strathalbyn were open for public education 
one conducted by Henry Bonnar, with 115 pupils, and 
one by Maria Downing, with 130. 

A meeting of residents was held in February, 1878, 
and an approach was made to the Council of Education 
to build a public school and teacher's residence. 
This was approved, and in January 1879 the tender 
of Mr. J. Richards of Willunga (for f 1, 535) was 
accepted. The school and house were completed by 
the end of the year, and the school was opened on 
January 22, 1880 with 159 scholars. Mr. W.J. Kennedy 
formerly of the Hindmarsh School, became headmaster, 
with Maria Downing as his assistant teacher. Henry 
Bonnar, who had been the district teacher since June 
1869, was transferred to the Morphett Vale School. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects ur1.lan planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

Harold J. Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn 
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S.A., 1973) 
p95. 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environment<~ I consultants 



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 24 

Name 

.Location 

Description 

(former Manchester and 
BELLS-MYERS STORE Glasgow House) 

Sunter Street at intersection of Swale St. 

Two storey building, snecked rubble to main facade 
with brick quoins and rendered window surrounds. 
Stone, brickwork and stucco all painted over. There 
is a parapet to the main facade with a cornice 
supported on regularly spaced brackets. Windows to 
the upper storey are multi-paned. Ground floor has 
been significantly altered with large shopfront 
windows to the main facade. Substantial additions 
to rear. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

lester firth & murton pty ltd ' 
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STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 25 

Name 

'London House' 

Location 

High Street , cnr. Grey Street 

Description 

Two-storey shop with attached single- storey 
residence . The two-storey section is symmetric 
about the axis through the blind window in the upper 
floor, and is constructed of squared coursed stone 
with brick quoins and st~ings. Window and door 
surrounds are of brick with stone keystones and 
rubbed-brick flat arches. The prominent moulded 
brick pediment is supported by scal l oped walling 
rising from the side walls. The concave verandah 
is unusual, stepping down to street level in two 
stages. The central twin leaf entrance doors are 
flanked by fine shop windows and the cellar doors 
opening to the street front are intact. The single 
storey section is of similar construction with a 
rectangular fanlight above the entrance. 

The building was constructed in 1867 for Thomas 
Stephens, who ran it as a general store . By May 
1867 the coaching service of Hill and Co. had built 
storage sheds to the rear. 'London House' was 
later acquired by John Muir McFarlane (Strathalbyn's 
mayor 1881-83), who ran it as a General Grocery and 
Ironmongery Store and who is said to have installed! 
the first telephone in Strathalbyn there in 1883. . 

reg. 693 . 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

In the late 1860's in Strathalbyn there was a 
considerable expansion of commercial activities 
which appears to have focused on High Street, in 
particular the section between Grey and Swale Streets . 
Amongst these were Mr. Bills' store on part allotment 
53 and Alfred Catt's 'Victoria House' on part allot
ment 41, as well as Thomas Stephens' 'London House' 
on part allotment 51. 

With the Robin Hood Hotel, 'London House' gives 
definition to the commencement of the High Street 
commercial precinct and is itself a major element 
in the streetscape. 

Owner 

Information Sources 

Harold J. Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn 
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, -~A~l973 ) p33 

National Trust of South Aus tralia, Early Buildings 
Committee, reg. 693. 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environment'll ro nsultants 



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 26 

Name 
ROBIN HOOD HOTEL 

.Location 

High Street, cnr. Grey Street 

Description 

Part two storey and part one storey building. 
Single storey section has a parapet with elaborate 
name panels surmounted by urns. There is a cornice 
supported on paired brackets. Two storey section has 
quadrant shaped hoods of corrugated galvanised iron 
to first floor windows and a gambrel style roof 
also of corrugated galvanised iron. Both sections 
have bullnose corrugated galvanised iron verandahs. 

The Robin Hood Hotel was opened in 1855 by J.E. Short, 
and in the yard at the rear of the hotel the first 
show was conducted by the Strathalbyn Agricultural 
Society on March 5, 1856. Dr. John Rankine had been 
elected Chairman of the Society in 1855, but was 
unable to see its first show, having returned to 
Scotland in January 1856 with failing health. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urLan !>Ianners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Information Sources 

Harold J. Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn. 
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S.A. 1973) 
pp. 15' 117. 

le$ter firth & murton J1ty ltd 
architects urhan pt ...... .,rs and env;ronmennl consultants 



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 27 

Name 
LIBRARY 

Location 
High Street 

Description 

Small single storey building with symmetrical 
facade, stuccoed. Small canopy over doorway and 
nine-panelled planted mould door, flanked by two 
simple windows. 

The Institute Committee purchased land adjacent 
to the Institute building in High Street for the 
purpose of building a new library, and accepted the 
tender of Tucker Bros. and Murray for the work. 
The foundation stone was laid on May 12, 1922 by the 
Committee President, Mr. James S. Richardson. The 
building cost f 770, of which f 100 was given by 
Mr. William Richardson of 'Dalveen', Woodchester, 
a brother of the president. 

• z:;;it;t t 
•LIBRARY·= - - - -

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urlldn piJnners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

Harold J. Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn 
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, South Aust. 1973) 
p60. 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urtJ..uo i,l.,nners and environmental consultants 



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 28 

Name 
TOWN HALL (FORMER INSTITUTE) cont .. 2. 

Location 

High Street 

Description 

September 28, 1S71 that the Committee met to discuss 
such a project. Two years later a request was made 
to the Strathalbyn Corporation to reserve part of the 
parklands upon which to build an Institute, but nothlig 
came of this request. 

Donald Gollan had in 1864 subdivided his land between 
Albyn and South terraces, setting aside a rectangular 
plot of land at the centre of Gollan Crescent, which 
he offered as a site for the new Mechanics Institute. 
But it was judged to be too s mall and so the offer 
was declined. 

Thomas Stephens offered part of his land in High St. 
adjacent to his 'London House' property, and at a 
meeting held on November 5, 1873, this offer was 
accepted. Plans were obtained in January 1874 but 
were at first unsatisfactory to the Committee. The 
architect was instructed to prepare new plans for 
the Institute, with library. 

In March, the tender of Mr. Richard C. Trenouth 
for (1 ,389. 10.0 was accepted, and on June 5 the 
foundation stone was laid by Mr. W.L. Marchant, of 
the Burnside Estate. 

Mr. West-Erskine, M.P., requested a grant of(350 
from Parliament fo'r the new building, and was 
successful. For his efforts he was invited to open 
the building, which he did, on November 13, 1874. 

The architect for the building was another member 
of Parliament, the Hon. T. English, M.L.C. 

In may 1909, T. Hewitt of Adelaide secured a contract 
to enlarge the building for ~ .450. In October 1921 
further enlargements were made. In September 1927 
plans were prepared for alterations to be made to the 
stage and gallery, and the tender of Mr. A. Caldwell 

Endorsements 

" >ter fir & murton pty ltd 
·' " ·' .n , l.,nners and environmental consultants 



SlRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 28 

Name 
TOWN HALL (FORMER INSTITUTE) 

Location 
High Street 

Description 

Two storey building with symmetrical facade. Wall : 
of snecked rubble to main facade, random rubble to 
sides. Main facade has an elaborate parapet atop 
a cornice supported on paired brackets, all stuc' 
Chamfered quoin blocks in stucco. Main entrance 
opening has semicircular head and moulded keystone 
to the arch, which is supported on corinthian 
capitals at its springing points. Windows flankin1 
the entrance are in pairs with exaggerated keyston' 
moulding to segmental shaped stucco arched window 
surrounds. Upper windows include one central 
semicircular- headed window and two paired windows 
either side with flat heads surmounted by cornices 
supported on elaborate consoles. 

There is a large cumbersomely detailed verandah at 
front, a later addition, also in stucco. 

The Institute was formed in Strathalbyn prior to 
1868 but apparently failed. Later, in the loft 
above the Terminus Hotel stables on the evening of 
December 8, 1868, a meeting was held with Mr. Edwa 
Sunter presiding. A committee was formed which wa, 
to examine the affairs of the Institute to date. 
Thi~ ~g~~1tt~~ fQ~~~ th~t ~h~ l~~titute had until 
then been conducted in an 'extremely loose and uns: 
isfactory' manner, and recommended that a new 
committee and secretary be elected and a thorough 
overhaul of the books be made. 

The annual subscription was set at€1 and rooms 
were rented for Institute purposes in the hotels, 
or wherever a room was available at an inexpensive 
rental. 

A fund raising concert was organised by local soli 
Mr. J.J. Bonnar, and held in the Court House on 
March 24, 1869 with the aim of building permanent 
premises for the Institute, but it was not until 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urllan planners and environmental consultants 



SlRATHALBYN. CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 28 

Name 
TOWN HALL (FORMER INSTITUTE) cont .. 3· 

Location 

High Street 

Description 

for£ 431. 10.0 was accepted. The supervising architect 
for this was Mr. H.E. Fuller of Adelaide. 

The Institute building was handed over to the 
Strathalbyn Corporation in July 1937 by subscribers' 
agreement, and the suggestion was made at this time 
that the Corporation build a new supper room to 
the Institute as a memorial to the pioneers of 
Strathalbyn, timed to coincide with the town's 
centenary. Plans were prepared and the new supper 
room was opened during the centenary celebrations in 
September 1939. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects url>an planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Information Sources 

Harold J. Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn 
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S .A., 1973) 
pp. 57-60. 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urh., -, ' " " "l•!fS and env;ronment·, j ronsultants 



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 2 9 

Name 
C.B.A. BUILDING 

.Location 
Alfred Place, cnr. Swale Street. 

Description 

No information available, 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environme nta l consu ltants 



Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

ldentifteation Number 30 

Name 
COMMERCIAL HOTEL 

l-ocation 
High Street, cnr. Swale Street. 

Description 

No information available. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 3 1 

Name 
CHURCH OF ST. BARNABAS OF THE GOOD SHE~HERD 

Location 
East Terrace, cnr. Chapel Street. 

Description 

No information available. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
archiK-cts urban planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

IdentificatiOn Number 32 

Name 
CHURCH 

.Location 
cnr. Chapel Street, Murray Street. 

Description 
No information available. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 3 3 

Name 
CHRIST CHURCH OF ENGLAND 

Location 
East Terrace. 

Description 

No information available. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

lester firth & murton ptv ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



SlRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 34 

Name 
St. Andrew's Church 

Location 
Alfred Place 

Description 

Prominent church building constructed in several 
stages, including nave, transepts, spire and bell 
tower. The parts are bound together as a whole 
visually by the consistent use of materials and by 
the continuation of mouldings, etc., around the 
building. Constructed of random stone walling with 
pointed arch windows in early Victorian Gothic 
Revival style. The plastered interior walls are 
unadorned, which, with the neat memorials, numbered 
pews and simple arcaded gallery, give an impression 
of austerity. Simple window head moulds, foliated 
brackets and intricate Gothic derived fretwork to 
roof truss spandrels provide some relief to an 
otherwise stark interior. 

The building was commenced in 1844 and much of the 
labour was voluntary. David Kennedy was the 
carpenter at that stage. Services were conducted 
from 1844-50 by the Rev. J.B. Austin, a Congregationa 
minister from Macclesfield, and during the day the 
building was used as ·a schoolroom by a Mr. Smith. 
In 1854 a manse was built for the first resident 
minister from Scotland. A transept was added to the 
church in 1857 to the design of architects English 
and Brown, of Adelaide, who were also responsible 
for the completion of the church. Edward Stirling 
presented a bell in 1868 and in December 1869 the 
tower bui.l t to accommodate it was completed, with 
Richard Trenouth as contractor. Th_e clock was 
installed in 1895. 

Endorsements 

National Trust of South Australia, Classified List , 
reg. 879. 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

St. Andrew's Church is perhaps the most important 
building in Strathalbyn. The devoutly religious new 
Scottish settlers began construc tion of the church 
with their own labour in 1844, when their farmsteads 
would have been barely established, and until it was 
complete, held services at William Rankine's 
'Glenbarr' property or at Edward Stirling's 
'Hampden'. The church has benefited from the 
consistent design approach of architects English 
and Brown, of Adelaide, and owes much to the 
abilities of its builder, Richard Trenouth. The 
impressive square tower, built to house a bell 
donated by Edward Stirling , was comple ted in December 
1869, and was eventually fitted with a clock in July 
1895. 

The church stands both as a significant historic 
monument and a visually pleasing landmark. 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

The s quare tower originally ca rried four corner spiret~ 
above its cas tellated parapet, but two of these were 
los t in a s torm in 1955, and the other s removed as 
a safety measure. Also, the decorative ironwork to 
the roof ridges has been lost with the r eplacement 
of the original s late roof with tiles . 

Information Sources 

Harold J. Stowe, The~ Built Stra thalbyn 
(Investigator Press , Leabrook, S .A., 1973 ) pp15,84-87. 

National Trust of South Australia , Ea rly Buildings 
Committee, r eg . 879. 

Back to Strathalbyn Souvenir 1933 
('Back to S trathalbyn.-committee~ Strathalbyn 1933) 

lestPr firth & murton pty ltrl 
Jrchih·cts ,,., . • · 1Jianners i1' .. .. liP.ntal rnnc·•!r . .)nts 



SlRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 3 5 

Name 

ST ANDREW'S CHURCH 

Location 
Alfred Place. 

Description 
No information available. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 3 6 

Name 
BAND ROTUNDA AND MEMORIAL GARDENS 

Location 
in Soldier's Memorial Gardens 

Description 

Octagonal band rotunda with two entrances on 
opposing sides. Of cast iron construction, with 
double-ogee-shaped cupola, and cast iron balustrading, 
spandrels and trim. Internal structure to the cupola 
consists of sixteen struts, following the double-
agee shape, which meet at the apex and support eight 
timber cross-beams by an iron tie-rod. The corinthian 
columns were cast by A.C. Harley, (Hartley, Port 
Adelaide?- NTSA information). 

This structure is similar to others in South Australiar 
country towns, e.g. Burra. 

Early attempts at forming a town band were made in 
1867 and 1876, and later, more successfully, in 
1891. In 1909 a public appeal was launched to raise 
funds for the building of a rotunda, and proceeds of 
concerts organised by Town Band Committee chairman · 
J.W. Elliott were also contributed. 

The rotunda was erected in December 1912/January 1913 
and officially opened 27th February 1913. The 
designer and builder was Mr. A. Caldwell and the 
site chosen, the 'peninsular' eventually became 
Soldiers' Memorial Gardens in 1919. The rotunda 
was handed over at the opening ceremony to the mayor 
of Strathalbyn Mr. James Bell. Mr. Walter J. Wallis 
was band conductor at this time. 

Endorsements 

National Trust of South Australia, Recorded List, 
Reg. No. 2697. 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

An attractive focal point for both the Soldiers' 
Memorial Gardens and the centre of Strathalbyn 
generally, it can be seen through trees from Albyn 
Terrace, and from Sunter Street as far as the St. 
Andrew's bridge. With its pleasant park surrounds 
it forms part of the essential visual identity of 
the town. 

Telephone 

Com 

Information Sources 

National Trust of South Australia, Early Buildings 
Register, No. 2697. 
Harold J. Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn 
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, South Australia, 1973) 
pp 133' 134. 

•r firtt ~ muwm pty ltd 
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SlRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
SLrVey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 36 

Name 
ROTUNDA AND MEMORIAL GARDENS (cont.) 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 
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STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 3 7 

Name 
COLMAN'S MILL STORE, 

Location 
Commercial Road, cnr. Mill Street. 

Description 

Mo information available. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 38 

Name 
Former Angas Mill 

Location 
Commercial Road, cnr. Mill Street 

Description 

The mill building comprises a large four storey 
section constructed of random stone with dressed 
freestone surrounds to openings and large freestone 
quoins. Heeds to openings are segmentally arched 
with shaped freestone voussoirs. An attached ·two 
storey lean-to addition of similar construction 
fronts Commercial Road. 

The exact date of construction is unclear, with 
H . J . Stowe ' s They Bui 1 t S tra thal byn citing two 
different dates, 1849 and 1851, in different locations 
in the book. National Trust information cites 1852. 
A police survey of 1854 records the existence of one 
steam mill in Strathalbyn. 

The mill was built by Donald Gollan, who soon sold 
it to William Colman, though again the date is 
unclear. Stowe cites 1851 as the date of transfer. 

The mill is now no longer used as such and appears 
to be in the process of conversion to a residence. 

Endorsements 

National Trust of South Australia, Recorded List, 
reg. 297. 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

About 1850 Donald Gollan built the Angas Mill to 
fulfil the need for processing grain grown in the 
district. It was acquired shortly afterward by 
William Colman, the brother of the mustard manufact
urer in England. Colman had arrived in South 
Australia only in 1849, but had already taken over a 
mill at Balhannah before coming to Strathalbyn. 

The first bridge in the township, the Mill Bridge, 
over what is now Dawson's Creek, was built at about 
the same time as the mill to aid transportation of 
goods to and from it. 

William Colman made additions to the mill itself, 
and in 1869 had a large grain store built on the 
opposite corner of Mill Street. He also built 
another grain store in Milnes Road by the railway 
station, now no longer exi s ting . 

The Angas Mill was acquired in 188 1 by Robert· 
Johnston, who had built hi s own mill at New Hamburgh 
(now Willyaroo), and who had also been r esponsible 
for the fitting out of mills at both Cox's Creek 
and Callington. His two sons, William and Andrew, 
took over the Angas mill in 1885, and ope rated it 
until 1938 , when it was sold to the Laucke Milling 
Company of Greenock. 

The Laucke Milling Company now oper a t e a mill on the 
Callington Road at the South eastern corner of 
Strathalbyn township and the original mill is no 
longer in use. 

Owner 
Address 
Telephone 

Comments 

The Anga s Mill is said to be s imilar in cons tructi on 
to mills at both Mt. Barker and Nairne . 

Information Sources 

Harold J. Stowe, They Buil t Strathalbyn 
(Investigator Press , Leabrook, S .A. 1973 ) pp19-2 1, 
53' 113-114. 

National Trust of South Au s tralia, Early Buildings 
Committee, reg. 297. 

S.A. Archives A495, Flour Mill s in the Province of 
South Australia, (Survey b y Poli ce 1854) 

lester firth & munon pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



SlRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 3 9 

Name 
'Watervilla' 

Location 
2 Mill Street 

Description 

Large single storey symmetrical villa type house, 
facing Commercial Road, but well set back with an 
address to Mill Street. Of random stone construction, 
principally bluestone, but parts limestone. Surrounds 
to windows and doors are stucco. Current roof is 
of decramastic tiles. 

Built in two stages, first part c. 1849, additions 
and enlargements c. 1879. 

The early section is that between the two Italianate 
bay windows facing Commercial Road and has four pairs 
of half paned french doors with shutters on sliding 
tracks. The verandah here is supported on four 
sturdy posts with cast · iron decorative brackets. 
Ceilings to the early section are low, and the 
original roof of shakes still exists under the new 
cladding. 

The later additions and enlargements show features 
and detailing more typical of the later Victorian 
style. The Italianate bay windows have elaborate 
stucco surrounds, there are double hung windows 
without glazing bars, and elaborately moulded 
chimneys finished in stucco. A four panelled 
bolection-moulded door faces Mill Street. At the 
time of these additions a new roof was built complete 
with cornice and bracketed eaves which binds the 
whole structure together visually. 

Of the outbuildings, one is a stable, facing Mill 
Street, and another has a cellar. 

The first part of 'Watervilla', a four room cottage, 
is said to have been erected by Donald Gollan, first 
owner of the Angas Mill. The cottage was probably 
intended to be a mill manager's residence, possibly 
built at the same time as the mill itself, c. 1849. 

William Colman bought the Angas Mill C. 1850, later 
extended it considerably and in 1869 built a large 

cont .. 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 
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SlRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 3 9 

Name 
'Watervilla' (cont.) 

Location 

2 Mill Street 

Description 

grain store opposite. It appears he also owned the 
cottage. 

The major part of the house is said to have been 
built by Richard Hooper after he purchased the 
original cottage c.1879. He died shortly afterwards 
in April, 1880, but the property remained in the 
possession of his wife, Jane Hooper. 

Robert Johnston, who had already built his own mill 
at Willyaroo (then New Hamburgh), acquired the 
Angas Mill in 1881, but it is unlikely that he ever 
lived at 'Watervilla'. Lands Titles records do not 
indicate his having ever owned or leased the property. 

Mrs. Hooper leased the 'Watervilla' property to 
Dr. William Vernon Shone for three years from 
January 1892. Dr. Shone became mayor of Strahalbyn 
in 1895. He later bought the large house on the 
corner of North Parade and Commercial Road in 
October 1897. 

After Jane Hooper's death in June 1903 the property 
was bought by Sarah Annie Fischer, who owned it 
until 1921. Robert Watt, wood merchant, and his 
wife Mary, then acquired it, and remained in 
possession of it until both their deaths in the 
early 1960's. 'Watervilla' was then bought by its 
current owner, Mary Noble. 

Endorsements 

National Trust of South Australia, Recorded List, 
Reg. No. 2710. 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

'Watervilla' is an important visual element in 
Commercial Road, and both its architectural quality 
and the attractiveness of its setting by Dawson Creek 
contribute to its significance. 

The house has been the residence of pioneers of the 
town who were also owners and managers of the Angas 
Mill. They include both Donald Gollan and William 
Colman. 

The house remains substantially unchanged since the 
1879 additions, apart from being reroofed with 
decramastic tiles. 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Lands titles sequence 1881 to 1980 (earlier details 
will require reference to Transmission Application 
No. 115237): 

Vol. 363, Folio 243: 1881-1964 
VoJ . 3243, Folio 95: 1964-1966 
Vol. 3462, Folio 196: 1966-1968 
Vol. 3554' Folio 5: 1968 -
Vol. 3642, Folio 126: - 1980 

Information Sources 

National Trust of South Aus tralia, Early Buildings 
Register, No. 2710 

Harold J. Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn 
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S .A., 1973) 

pp. 19, 20, 24, 101, 113 and 114. 

Lands Titles Office records (see 'comments') 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
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STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 4 0 

Name 
'Argus House' 

Location 

33 Commercial Road 

Description 

Two-storeyed shop and residence built of coursed 
random stonework with unusual detailing to window 
surrounds and balcony. Quoins and door and window 
surrounds are of stuccoed brickwork. The shopfront 
has fixtures for boarding the windows, with simple 
columns dividing the opening. The residential 
entrance adjacent has a rectangular fanlight. The 
first floor has a central blind window flanked by 
ten-paned french doors. At the rear there is a large 
semi- circular headed window to the stairwell and 
symmetrically disposed twelve paned sliding sash 
windoHs with brick trim set in bluestone walling. 

The building was erected in 1868 for William Colman 
by Messrs. Trenouth and Tonkin. In 1872 it was sold 
to Joseph Elliot, who, with William Fisher, had 
also acquired ownership of the Southern Argus 
newspaper in January of the same year. The Southern 
Argus was printed here from about 1872 to 1948. 

Endorsements 

National Trust of South Australia, Classified List, 
reg. 878. 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

The first owner of 'Argus House' was William Colman, 
a brother to the mustard manufacturer in England. 
William owned the Angas Mill on the corner of 
Commercial Road and Mill Street, and 'Argus House' 
was built for him across Dawson Creek to the south 
of the mill in 1868. A S.A. Register article of 
July 1868 says that the building was 'now being 
erected by Mr. W. Colman, adjoining the Telegraph 
and Post Office, for the Southern Argus printing 
office'. However H.J. Stowe's They Built Strathalbyn 
says that the Southern Argus was not printed here 
until about 1872. 

Joseph Elliot had acquired the newspaper in January 
1872 in association with William Fisher but within 
six months Elliot was sole owner. From June 14, 1872 
it became a family business that lasted until 1948, 
and covered three generations. 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

Harold Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn 
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S.A. 1973 ) pp19, 109,110 

National Trust of South Australia, Early Buildings 
Committee, reg. 878. 

S.A. Register, 18 July 1868 6e. 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 4 OA 

Name 
OLD POWERHOUSE 

location 
Commercial Road, cnr. Co lman Terrace. 

Description 

No i nformation available. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
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Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
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ST RATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 4 1 

Name 
POST OFFICE 

Location 
Commercial Road 

Description 

No information available. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 4 2 

Name 
OVAL BUILDING 

Location 
Coronation Road 

Description 

No information available 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 4 3 

Name 
VICTORIAN HOTEL 

Location 
Albyn Terrace 

Description 

No information available. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



Sl RATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 4 4 

Name 
E.J. TUCKER AND SONS Solicitors 

Location 
Albyn Terrace. 

Description 

No information available. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



ST RATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 4 5 

Name 
DOUGLAS DICKMAN, Osteopath 

Location 
et al, Albyn Terrace. 

Description 

No information available. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 46 

Name 
National Bank 

Location 

2 Albyn Terrace 

Description 

Symmetric bank building of squared random coursed 
stone, with rendered sJrfaces to the Albyn Terrace 
facade and stuccoed Italianate detail. An elaborate 
porch with balcony above identifies the entrance to 
the banking chamber. Ground flo6r windows in .the 
Albyn Terrace facade are surmounted by concave hoods 
supported on consoles. Window surrounds, quoins and 
strings are stuccoed and the corniceis supported on 
bracketed eaves. 

The building is in good condition and retains cast 
iron grilles to the main entrance, shutters to 
windows, and cast iron railings to the Albyn Terrace 
frontage. 

The National Bank purchased the land for the building 
in May 1867 and accepted the' tender of Messrs. Osborn 
and Johns of Adelaide. The block was cleared of 
aloes growing there and the foundation stone was laid 
by the local manager of the bank on Jrd November 1868. 
Architects were Wright, Woods and Hamilton. It was 
complP.ted in April 1869. 

Endorsements 

National Trust of South Australia, Classified List, 
reg. 94. 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

Having been built in 1869 the building properly belong 
to the period of expansion of commercial activity of 
the late 1860's evidenced more clearly in the 
proliferation of new building in High Street at that 
time. Nevertheless it and the nearby Victoria Hotel 
(built about 1865) both helped to establish a 
precedent for elaborate and elegant architecture 
in this section of Albyn Terrace, which was followed 
in the later nineteenth century in the construction 
of other commercial premises in the immediate vicinity 

The National Bank was only the second enterprise of 
its kind to be started in the township with its 
predecessor the Bank of South Australia which opened 
less than a year earlier, surviving for only three 
years. 

The bank is an important streetscape element in 
Albyn Terrace and identifies closely with both 
St. Andrews Church and the Reserve. 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

The large Norfolk Island pine tree in front of the 
bank was planted by Thomas Adams in 1895. He was 
the local stationmaster. 

Information Sources 

Harold Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn 
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S.A., 1973) pp60,61 

Southern Argus 17th· April, 1869 

National Trust of South Australia, Early Buildings 
Committee, reg. 94 

lester fct th ,q, murton pty ltd 
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SlRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 4 7 

Name 
TERMINUS HOTEL 

Location 
Rankine Street 

Description 

No information available. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
arch i tects urban planners and environmental co nsu l tants 



Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 48 

Name St. Barnabas' Hall 
(former School of Henry Bonnar) 

Location 

Rowe Street 

Description 

Small hall building of random stone construction with 
brick quoins and brick surrounds to pointed arch 
window and door openings. A decramastic tile roof 
replaces original slates. The building is set on 
stone footings and the original red gum threshold 
and slate steps to the entrance are still in place. 

Henry Bonnar started his chool in 1868 with 52 boys 
and 25 girls. His was one of three schools 
operating in Strathalbyn at that time, with two 
others run by Henry Meeks (49 boys and 17 girls) and 
Isabella Taylor (16 boys and 40 girls). 

Endorsements 

National Trust of South Australia, Recorded LisL, 
reg. 875. 

lr~ s t er firth & murton pty ltd 
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Heritage Significance 

When Henry Bonnar opened his school in 1868, it 
was one of three schools then operating in 
Strathalbyn. At a Council meeting on 8th June 1869 
the Board of Education recommended the appointment 
of Henry Bonnar to conduct a district school, saying 
that all three schools in Strathalbyn could no 
longer be provided with assistance by the Board. 

By 1876, there were two schools operating in 
Strathalbyn, Henry Bonnar with 115 pupils, and 
Maria Downing, who held classes in 'Colman's Store' 
with 130. When the school on Colman Terrace was 
built in 1880, Henry Bonnar was transferred to the 
Morphett Vale School. 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

lnformat-'on Sources 

Harold J. Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn 
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S.A. 1973) p95. 

National Trust of South Australia, Early Buildings 
Committee, reg. 875. 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



SlRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 4 9 

Name 
ST. ANDREW'S HALL 

Location 
Alfred Place, cnr. Russell Street 

Description 

Simple gabled structure with random rubble walls 
and brick quoins and corrugated galvanised iron roof 
and pointed arch windows. A later addition in 
concrete block stands to the south side. 

Foundation stone laid by Mathew Rankine Oct. 5, 1911. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects uruan 1->lanners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 
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SlRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 50 

Name 
SAVINGS BANK OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

Location . 

Dawson Street, cnr. Donald Street 

Description 

Two storeyed building with tiled roof constructed of 
rock-faced dolomite, with extensive painted rendered 
detailing . 

Detailing to the ground floor banking chamber is 
heavy and solid with semi-circular-headed arches 
and arcading with Romanesque column capitals. There 
is a portcullis type door grille to the splayed 
corner entrance and the simple grille pattern also 
occurs in the fencing and first floor balustrading . 

The first floor manager's residence has lighter 
Tudor influenced detailing and paired chimneys. 

The Savings Bank of South Australia began business 
in rented premises at Lot 17, Albyn Terrace in 
April 1912. Mr. K.M. Torr was the first manager. 
In July 1916, Lot 29, Dawson Street was purchased 
but tenders for the new building were not called 
until September 1929. The building was completed 
in November 1930 and officially opened on December 
17th. Mr. C. Letchford was the manager at that time. 
The contractor was Mr. V.A. Trenouth of Ashford and 
the architect Mr. A.S. Conrad of Adelaide. 

Endorsements 

National Trust of South Australia, Recorded List, 
Reg. No. 2051. 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

The Savings Bank building forms part of the Gollan 
subdivision (comprising Donald Street, Catherine 
Street and Gollan Crescent) and is significantly 
placed with regard ·to both this subdivision and 
Dawson Street. 

Visually it relates well to the adjacent Christ 
Chruch building in both massing and texture and its 
impqsing corner location lends structure and solidity 
to Dawson Street in particular. It is a valuable 
element in the Dawson Street streetscape. 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

The contractor for this building, Mr. V.A. Trenouth, 
was a nephew of Mr. R.C. Trenouth who was contractor 
for many earlier buildings in Strathalbyn. 

Information Sources 

National Trust of South Australia, Early Buildings 
Register, No. 2051. 
Harold J. Stowe, They Built Strathalby, 
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, South Australia, 
1973) p61. 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 5 1 

Name 
Church of Christ 

Location 
Dawson Street 

Description 

The original construction consists of a simple nave 
with random limestone walling, cement trim to 
pointed arch window and door surrounds and a gabled 
roof clad with slate. The porch at front appears 
to be an early addition and is similarly constructed. 
The interior is austere with a flattened gambrel 
profile ceiling and trussed roof. 

The Church of Christ in Strathalbyn began in 1869, 
with 23 members, then known as the Christian Chapel. 
First meetings were held in the home of Mrs. Burkett 
at Belvidere, and evangelistic services were held in 
the 'Agriculture Hall' under the leadership of 
H.S. Earle, Thomas Porter and T.G. Gore. A block of 
land was bought for f 20, and the contract to build 
the church let to R. C. Trenouth for f 241, with a 
Mr. Dick as carpenter. It was opened Tuesday 
March 30th, 1873. A new vestry to the church was 
opened February 11th, 1939 by Miss Betsy Ann Taylor, 
who had been a member for 61 years. 

Additions, of concrete block construction, to the 
rear of the church, were built 1962-3. The vestry 
of 1939 appears either to have been demolished or 
to have been incorporated in the recent additions. 

National Trust of South Australia, Recorded List, 
reg. 164. 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

The Church of Christ is one of several churches 
erected in Strathalbyn during the early 1870's in 
what appears to have been an access of enthusiasm 
for the erection of religious buildings perhaps 
stimulated by the appearance of the new square 
castellated tower to St. Andrews in 1869. Several 
of the other church buildings of this period, 
including the St. Andrews tower, were the work of 
Richard Trenouth. 

The Church of Christ is one element in an 
interesting group of buildings at the southern end 
of Dawson Street, east side, which includes the 
Savings Bank of South Australia building and the 
Masonic Hall. 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

Harold J. Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn 
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S.A. 1973) p93. 

Back to Strathalbyn Souvenir 1933 
'Back to Strathalbyn' Committee, Strathalbyn 1933 

National Trust of South Australia, Early Buildings 
Committee, reg. 164. 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and envirnnrnP.nnl ronsultants 



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 52 

Name 
MASONIC HALL 

Location 
Dawson Street, 

Description 

The Masonic Lodge was established in Strathalbyn in 
1866, with the first meeting being held in the left 
of the stables at the Terminus Hotel. Subsequent 
meeting-places included the Robin Hood Hotel, the 
Southern Argus office, and the Institute Hall in High 
Street. 

In May 1895, E.V. Tucker gave Block 27, Dawson Street 
for the purpose of building premises for the Lodge. 
In April 1896 tenders were called to erect a building, 
and a tender for 225 pounds was accepted. Chief 
Justice Samuel J. Way laid the foundation-stone on 
May 22 1896, and the work carried out by Mr. H.A. 
Wenzel, a local contractor. The lodge was consecrated 
on September 11, 1896. The architect was Mr. Hart 
of Norwood. 

In 1912 a new supper-room was added, which in 1957 
was enlarged and converted for use as the main lodge 
room, with the older building being converted for 
use as a supper-room. The new lodge room was 
consecrated on August 8, 1958. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
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Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

Harold J. Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn, 
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S.A. 1973) pp.128,129 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 53 

Name 

Location 

Former Police Station and Courthouse 
(now National Trust Museum) 

Rankine Street, cnr. $outh Terrace 

Description 

Former police station and courthouse buildings 
constructed of freestone with dressed quoins and 
surrounds to windows and doors. The original small 
paned casement windows and fretwork to bargeboards 
are intact. The central entrance is set in a . 
recessed section of walling surmounted by a Dutch 
style gable holding a memorial stone giving the 
date of construction. This recessed section originally 
formed an entrance porch, but the semi-circular 
arched openings were later infilled to form a door 
and windows and a rather plain canopy added at the 
front. The courthouse section was built subsequent 
to the police station itself, though in basically 
the same style, but with semi-circular rather than 
segmentally-headed windows. The stables to the rear 
have a large ground floor entrance and a semi-
circular headed opening to the loft. 

The tender of John Morris and William Willcock for 
the building of a police station and courthouse 
was accepted in February 1858. Some problems 
occurred in achieving satisfactory superintendence 
of the work, but the station was ready for occupation 
in September 1858 and Constable Paul Foelesche took · 
up residence there. The stables were added in 1864 
and the courthouse in 1866. 

Endorsements 

National Trust of South Australia, Classified List, 
reg. 138. 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

The old police station and courthouse now stands 
somewhat isolated amongst buildings of much more 
recent construction 

The building now no longer serves its original 
function, having been replaced by a new structure 
on Commercial Road, at the corner of Wallbank Street. 
It was taken over in 1975 by the National Trust and 
has been converted for use as a museum. 

Owner 

Information Sources 

Harold Stowe, They Bui lt Strathalbyn 
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S.A . 1973r pp43,44 

National Trust of South Australia, Early Buildings 
Committee, reg . 138. 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
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STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
SlKvey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 54 

Name 
RAILWAY STATION 

Location 
off South Terrace 

Description 

In December 1881 a banquet was held at the Strathalbyn 
Institute Hall to celebrate the passing of the Mt. 
Barker-Strathalbyn Railway Bill. 

In June 1882 tenders were called for the building of 
the line, which included a branch from Sandergrove 
to Milang, and the tender of Messrs. Walker and Swan 
for 143,000 pounds was accepted. 

On September 15, 1884 the railway was officially 
opened, but no special ceremony was observed. It was 
reported in the Southern Argus that "the value of 
the railway was yet to be observed". Again, on 
December 17, the Strathalbyn-Goolwa and the Strathalbyn
Milang lines were opened, but no official ceremony 
was observed. 

During 1884 a reservoir was built north of Strathalbyn, 
in the "Hampden" property of the Stirling family, to 
provide water for the railway, and a large tank was 
erected in the Strathalbyn station yards to service 
the engines with water. The construction was carried 
out by Fry Brothers. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
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Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

Harold J. Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn, 
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S.A. 1973) pp 50,51. 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



SlRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 55 

Name 
OLD GASWORKS (Provincial Gas Company)· 

Location 
South Terrace 

Description 

The Provincial Gas Company, in November 1868, accepted 
the tender of Mr. R.C. Trenouth to build gas works 
on Pt. Section 2605, South Terrace, and by November 
1869 preparations were in hand to provide gaslight 
for the town. Gas lamps were installed at the Post 
Office in August 1870 and in November of that year 
the sale of the first coal tar from the gas works 
took place . 

. In May 1875 the Corporation called tenders for the 
erection of six gas lamps in the streets, and Mr. 
James Kennedy secured the contract. The lamps were 
first operated on June 28, 1875. 

In 1916 the Gas Company decided to closed its 
operation, its gas mains by this time beginning 
to rust. It continued, however until late 1917 when 
the powerhouse in Commercial Road was opened. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 



Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

Harold J. Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn, 
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S.A. 1973) p.62. 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
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STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 56 

Name 
BRYAN'S BREWERY 

Location 
South Terrace, cnr. Murray Street. 

Description 

The Adelaide Observer on January 12, 1867 reported 
that a brewery was being built on the south-eastern 
side of Strathalbyn. Two years later the Argus 
described it as an experiment to see whether such 
an establishment would prove remunerative. No 
extensive building was contemplated at the start, but 
an extensive cellar had been dug, which proved to be 
cool and dry. Shortage of water was an initial 
problem, but after using spring water for some time, 
a large underground tank was built, which then 
supplied water for manufacturing beer. 

A Mr. Guildford Gray was the last known brewer in 
these premises and when he left the brewing of beer 
ceased. The premises were bought by James Stowe and 
converted into a coach-painting establishment. 

It is said that the tank built to supply water for 
beer-making was constructed with a stone drain leading 
under the $ence to Murray Street, supposedly an over
flow, but in fact designed as a duct to collect 
floodwaters from the street. So the beer was made 
from tank water which came in from the road. 

Endorsements 

lester firth & murton pty I td 
architects urban planners and environmenta l consu ltants 



Heritage Significance 

Owner 

Address 

Telephone 

Comments 

Information Sources 

Harold J. Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn, 
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S.A. 1973) p. 117. 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
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STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY 
Survey Data Sheet 

Identification Number 57 

Name 
House (former residence to Rowe's 

Brittania Foundry) 
Location 

4 South Terrace 

Description 

Two storeyed residence of squared stone construction 
with brick quoins and brick window and door surrounds. 
The roof is of corrugated galvanised iron. In the 
eastern wall is a wide arched opening with rubbed 
brick voussoirs and very low camber, supporting a 
fireplace and chimney directly above. The twelve 
paned sliding sash windows also have rubbed brick 
heads but with arch bars as well. 

Deterioration of window and door frames and timberwork 
in general is evident, with paintwork having been 
neglected. 

William Rowe built this residence with an adjoining 
foundry in 1855 and began manufacturing farm 
machinery and also provided a wheelwrighting service. 
It is said that at one time there were thirteen 
blacksmith's forges operating here. The foundry 
was sold to William Dick in April 1878, but a fire 
in October of the same year caused considerable 
damage, and though efforts were made to restore the 
foundry to operation, these failed and manufacturing 
ceased on the premises. 

Endorsements 

National Trust of South Australia, Recorded List, 
reg. 870. 

lestN firth & murton pty ltd 
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Heritage Significance 

William Rowe was born in Truro, Cornwall in 1820, 
and first went to Victoria in the early 1850's 
before setting up his foundry in Strathalbyn in 1855. 
The lack of overhanging eaves or sun protection to 
windows on this building indicates his lack of 
familiarity with the South Australian .climate. 

It is said that at one time, thirteen blacksmith's 
forges operated at the foundry employing many local 
people. In August 1869 the foundry produced one of 
the first velocipedes in the south. 

A fire in 1878 caused the cessation of operations 
at the foundry, and now only the two storey residence 
remains. 

Owner 

Information Sources 

Harold J. Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn 
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S.A. 1973) p112 

National Trust of South Australia, Early Buildings 
Committee, reg. 870. 

lester firth & murton pty ltd 
architects urban planners and environmental consultants 




