
• 
< • 

.. . 

""I 

... 

I 

• 

• 
) 

I 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources 

Austral Archaeology 
GPOBox2301 
Adelaide SA 5001 

FLINDERS RANGES 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

VOLUME 6 

TOWNS 

July 1995 

Donovan & Associates 
PO Box 436 

Blackwood SA 5051 



FLINDERS RANGES 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

This report of the heritage survey of the Flinders Ranges was financed with the 
assistance of funds made available by the Commonwealth of Australia under the 

National Estate Grants Program and from the South Australian Government 
from the State Heritage Fund. The heritage survey was undertaken by Donovan 
& Associates, in association with Austral Archaeology, between 1993 and 1995. 

The publication of this report was financed with the assistance of the Outback Areas 
Community Development Trust, Department of Environment and Natural Resources. 

DEPARTl\.1ENT OF ENVIRONl\.1ENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

1995 



All recommendations in this report are the opinions of the consultants, Donovan & 
Associates/Austral Archaeology, and may not necessarily be acted upon by the State 

Heritage Authority or the relevant planning authority. 

© Department of Environment and Naturai Resources 



Department of Environment and Natural Resources 

Austral Archaeology 
GPOBox2301 
Adelaide SA 5001 

FLINDERS RANGES 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

VOLUME 6 

TOWNS 

July 1995 

© 
Donovan & Associates 

POBox436 
Blackwood SA 5051 



FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

VOLUME 1 - Survey Summary 

Incorporated Areas: 

VOLUME 2 - Corporation of the City of Port Augusta 

VOLUME 3 - District Council of Kanyaka/Quom 

VOLUME 4 District Council of Hawker 

VOLUME 5 - District Council of Carrieton 

Unincorporated Areas: 

VOLUME 6 - Towns 

VOLUME 7 Pastoral Places 

VOLUME 8 Mining Places 

VOLUME 9 - Geological Places 

Austral Archaeology ii Donovan & Associates 



• 

VOLUME 6: 

TOWNS 

1 . PLACES CURRENTLY ENTERED IN THE STATE 
HERITAGE REGISTER 1 

1.1 Beltana 
1.2 Blinman 
1.3 Marree 
1.4 Parachilna 

1 
10 
16 
22 

2. RECOMMENDATIONS: STATE HERITAGE AREAS . 28 

2.1 CRITERIA FOR STATE HERITAGE AREAS 
2.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

28 
28 

3. RECOMMENDATIONS: STATE HERITAGE PLACES 29 

3.1 CRITERIA FOR STATE HERITAGE PLACES 
3.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

3.2.1 Marree 

29 
29 

29 

4. RECOMMENDATIONS: HISTORIC CONSERVATION 
ZONES 35 

4.1 HISTORIC CONSERVATION ZONES 
4.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

5 . RECOMMENDATIONS: PLACES OF LOCAL 
HERITAGE VALUE 

5.1 CRITERIA FOR LOCAL HERITAGE PLACES 
5.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.2.1 
5 .2.2 
5.2.3 
5.2.4 
5.2.5 

Austral Archaeology 

Blinman 
Farina 
Leigh Creek (including Copley) 
Marree 
Parachilna 

Ill 

35 
35 

36 

36 
36 

36 
58 
66 
79 

113 

Donovan & Associates 



6. CONTRIBUTORY PLACES 

6.1 CONTRIBUTORY PLACES 
6.1.1 Blinman 

Austral Archaeology iv 

122 

122 
122 

Donovan & Associates 



List of Abbreviations on Inventory Sheets 

Each inventory sheet has been given an identification number based on its location. The key to this is 
the following: 

Incorporated areas begin with the prefix IN 

Unincorporated areas begin with the prefix UN 

Towns or areas follow this initial identification and are noted as: 

Beltana BL 
Blinman BM 
Carrieton CA 
Carrieton Environs CE 
Cradock CR 
Farina FR 
Hawker Environs HE 
Hawker HW 
Leigh Creek LC 
Marree MR 
Port Augusta PA 
Parachilna PC 
Pichi Richi Pass PR 
Quom Environs QE 
Quo m QN 
Stirling North SN 

Geological G 
Mining M 
Pastoral p 

This is then followed by the status or recommended status of the place: 

Already listed on the State Heritage Register SR 
Recommended State Heritage Register RSR 
Recommended Local Register LR 
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1. PLACES CURRENTLY ENTERED IN THE STATE 
HERITAGE REGISTER 

Places falling within the town boundaries of the Flinders Ranges Heritage Survey in 

unincorporated areas and which are already entered in the State Heritage Register are: 

1.1 Beltana (UNBL) 

• Beltana State Heritage Area (UNBL-SR-01) 
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Beltana State Heritage Area 

LOCATION 

Address 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 

Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

Beltana 
Carr 
Unincorporated 

UNBL-SR-01 

State Heritage Register- 13886 - 17 July 
1987 

National Trust Registered List- Post Office and 
Telegraph Station, 268; Smith of Dunesk 
Mission, 2547 

13/12, 13, 14, 15, 16 
P.F. Donovan 
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Beltana State Heritage Area 

HISTORY 

State Heritage Branch Report: Peter B~ll 

Beltana was first occupied by pastoralists at the beginning of 1855 when John Haines 
took up grazing land around Warrioota Creek. The land was subsequently 
amalgamated into the holdings of Thomas Elder and Samuel Stuckey in 1867 
becoming the heart of the Beltana Pastoral Company. 

A reliable water supply ensured that the Beltana area would function for over a 
century as a transport and communications node. In 1863 a regular mail coach 
service was opened between Port Augusta and Yudnarnutana, Beltana Homestead 
became a horse change station, and in 1866 a Post Office was established. In that 
same year Elder and Stuckey imported over 100 camels, which formed the basis of 
transport in the district for decades. Afghan Well, near Beltana Homestead, owes its 
name to this era. 

In 1870 copper was discovered at Sliding Rock, 25 km east of Beltana Station, and 
the township of Cadnia was established there by 1871. It was at this time that the site 
of Beltana township was first occupied, when Martin's Eating House was established 
at the crossing of W arrioota Creek, about 3 km east of Beltana Homestead on the 
Cadnia track. Probably the choice of site was influenced by the fact that the crossing, 
with its reliable water, had already been chosen as the site of a repeater station for the 
Overland Telegraph. John Ross, appointed by Charles Todd as leader of the survey 
team for the telegraph, was manager of Beltana Station, and his party had surveyed 
the area in July 1870. 

By June 1871 the telegraph line was constructed and operating from Port Augusta to a 
point north of Beltana and a repeater station was established in temporary iron 
buildings the following year, in time for the opening of the Overland Telegraph in 
August 1872. 

To this point, the new settlement consisted of a timber-framed eating house and 
telegraph office near the creek crossing. However in the 1870s it rapidly took on a 
more substantial form. The township was surveyed in 1873. Martin's establishment 
had apparently already been rebuilt in stone as the Beltana Hotel before the survey, 
for it stands today in conspicuous disregard of the allotment boundaries and street 
alignment. The hotel was licensed in 1874. 

The following year the telegraph station was also rebuilt as a substantial stone 
building. To what extent these institutions attracted settlement in the short term is 
uncertain, for oddly, it seems to have been only after the failure of Sliding Rock 
during the copper price fall of 1877 that Beltana expanded. There was apparently an 
exodus from the town of Cadnia to Beltana, and a period of small-scale activity in the 
mines of the vicinity. 

Certainly by 1878 there had been sufficient transfer of population for the timber 
school building from Cadnia to be relocated at Beltana, for for a new stone hotel, the 
Royal Victoria, to be licensed. In 1879 a police station was gazetted, to open in 1881. 
These expressions of confidence in the young town were prompted by the approach of 
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Beltana State Heritage Area 

the transcontinental railway, which left Port Augusta in 1878, and after a lengthy 
journey via Quorn and Hawker, was opened to Beltana in July 1881. 

The arrival of the railway transformed Beltana's economy, ensuring its short term 
prosperity, and its survival as a transportation centre for the following seventy-five 
years. The town boomed with an influx of construction workers, sleeper cutters and 
teamsters. A railway station, goods shed, train crew quarters and a five million gallon 
capacity dam were constructed. Even after the railway construction boom moved on, 
a permanent railway workforce remained to boost the town's population. Until the 
line reach Farina, Beltana was for a time the official railhead, and for decades to come 
was the node for a network of roads serving the North Flinders mines and pastoral 
properties. 

By the mid-1880s Beltana merited its own brewery, and a regular circuit court sat at 
the police station. Buttfield's store was built in 1887, and a stone school in 1893 
replaced the temporary one brought from Cadnia fifteen years before. The town's 
population stabilised at about 150, and remained fairly constant until the 1920s. 

Having established its credentials as a permanent, although hardly imposing, transport 
and administrative centre, Beltana next became the scene of humanitarian initiatives. 
In 1894 the Reverend Roben Mitchell established a Presbyterian manse in Beltana 
which was to be the base for a travelling mission throughout much of the north-east of 
South Australia. Funded by a bequest from the Free Church of Scotland, this became 
known as the Smith of Dunesk mission in honour of its donor. A memorial cairn has 
been erected 1 km from Beltana at the Beltana turnoff. It notes: 

TO THE GLORY OF GOD 
AND 

IN CO:MMEMORATION OF THE IDSTORIC WORK 
OF THE SMITII OF DUNESK MISSION IN TIDS AREA 

COMMENCED BY 
ROBERT MITCHELL 1895-99 

AND FOLLOWED BY OTHERS INCLUDING, 
J.B. SMELLIE, D.N. NICHOLLS, J.B. REID, F.W. ROLLAND 

(FOUNDER OF NURSING SERVICES AT OODNADA TT A, LA 1ER PRINCIPAL OF GEELONG 
COLLEGE) 

E.E. BALDWIN, W. GRAY, J. FLYNN, 
(LA1ER SUPERINTENDENT OF THE AUSTRALIAN INLAND MISSION) 

R.B. PLOWMAN, J.A. PA WSON, H.E. CAREY AND J. ARMOUR. 
EREC1ED IN PROUD TRIBU1E BY THE 

EXPLORATION SOCIETY OF GEELONG COLLEGE VICfORIA 
ON 18TH MAY 1961 

In 1911 the minister at Beltana for a time was the Reverend John Flynn, who 
established the Australian Inland Mission the following year. In 1919 the A.I.M. 
opened a nursing home in the Presbyterian manse, and the older mission moved to a 
more prominent building in First Street, which had previously been Doig's carriage 
builder's shop. The availability of such a building for the mission signalled the 
beginning of Beltana's slow decline, although the mission operated until 1933, and the 
nursing home until 1952. 
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Beltana State Heritage Area 

The death of Beltana was caused by the rise of Leigh Creek, 40 km to the north. Coal 
had been discovered there as early as 1888, but it was not until 1941 that serious 
development commenced on the coal deposit. 

The slow growth of Leigh Creek in the 1940s and 50s caused a corresponding decline 
in demand for services in the town of Beltana, for the sparsely populated North 
Flinders region could not support two rival centres in such close proximity. Then in 
1956 the railway was upgraded to standard gauge, and to ease gradients, was 
realigned 10 km west of Beltana. The new diesel locomotives no longer needed to 
drink at the dam by W arrioota Creek. 

Beltana shrank rapidly when the railway employees left. The Royal Victoria closed 
its doors in 1957, and Buttfield's store followed ten years later. The old railway 
station building became both pub and store for road travellers until 1983 when the 
final blow fell, and the road was re-aligned close to the railway. The old railway 
station has since become a private dwelling. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Beltana is particularly significant because it reflects many if not most of the features 
associated with the prosperity and development - and later decline - of country 
communities on the fringe of settlement. It was particularly associated with early 
pastoral settlement, later with the history of transport and administration and 
particularly with the missionary and humanitarian work of the Presbyterian Church. 
The Beltana State Heritage Area was entered in the State Heritage Register on 17 July 
1987. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the heritage area demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of 
the State's history, associated with early pastoral settlement, later with the 
history of transport and administration and particularly with the missionary and 
humanitarian work of the Presbyterian Church; 

(g) the heritage area has a special association with the life or work of a person or 
organisation or an event of historical importance, particularly the Presbyterian 
Church and its humanitarian endeavour for people in the remote areas of 
Australia. 

REFERENCES 

Aird, G. and Klaassen, N., Beltana: the town that will not die, G. Aird and N. 
Klaassen, Adelaide, 1984. 

Boothby's South Australian Directory. 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources, State Heritage Branch -13886, 

Peter Bell, February 1987. 
Donovan & Associates for National Trust of South Australia, 'Railway Heritage of 

South Australia', Adelaide, 1992. 
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Beltana State Heritage Area 

Flatt, M., Beltana: a survey of significant structures and guidelines for their 
conservation, National Estate Report, 1981. 

Hull, I., The Rise and Fall of Beltana: a settlement study, Specialty Printers, 
Beltana, 1973. 

Mincham, H., The Story of the Flinders Ranges, Rigby, Adelaide, 1983. 
Mortlock Library photographic collection: 

Assembly Hall, B.47481. 
Electrolylic Zinc Mine, B.26642; B.26643; B.26644; B.26645; B.26647; B.26648; 
B.26649. 
Beltana Bridge, B.54700; B.54703. 
Cairn, B.9048; B.9049. 
Government Reservoir, B.47478. 
Mission Church 'Smith of Dunesk', B.49943. 
Police Station, B.47482. 
Post Office, B.47480; B.55530. 
Presbyterian Manse, B.15271. 
Railway Stati.on, B.15169; B.49942. 
Royal Victoria Hotel, B.14800. 
Stack- smelting copper, B.29642. 
W arrioota Bridge, B .17251. 

Payne, E.L., Beltana- six miles, Rigby, Adelaide, 1974. 
Ross, B., Site Documentation: Beltana, unpublished report, 1979. 

Site Surveyor P.F. Donovan/J. Donovan Date(s) of Survey 13.11.1994 
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Beltana State Heritage Area 

Top: Residence 
Bottom: Former Smith of Dunesk Mission 
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Beltana State Heritage Area 

Top: 
Bottom: 

Former Hotel 
Former Railway Station 
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1. PLACES CURRENTLY ENTERED IN THE STATE 
HERITAGE REGISTER (cont.) 

1.2 Blinman (UNBM) 

• Dwelling and Dugout, Blinman (UNBM-SR-01) 
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Dwelling and Dugout 

LOCATION 

Address 
Owner(s) 
CT Number 
Lot 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 

Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

Mine Road, Blinman 
D.J. Willcocks 
741/46 
172 
Carr 
Unincorporated 

UNBM-SR-01 

State Heritage Register- 10296- 28 May 
1981 

National Trust Classified List- 828 

10/9 
P.F. Donovan 

6-13 Donovan & Associates 



FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Dwelling and Dugout 

DESCRIPTION 

A single storey building with hipped roof and sealed windows. The walls are of 
vertical timber (with fabric between the logs) and the roof is of corrugated galvanized 
iron. There is a stone fireplace, largely demolished, a verandah with stone flags 
underneath it. The fireplaces at the rear are new and restored while a corrugated 
galvanized iron lean-to has been added to the rear and at the side. These appear very 
makeshift. 

HISTORY 

The land on which this dwelling was built was granted to Edward T. Braddock on 23 
March 1868. Braddock was a storekeeper of Hookina and he retained the title to the 
property until September 1875 when Robert C. Andrews and William H. Sharland, 
merchants of Adelaide, became the registered owners. In December 1885 Andrews 
was joined by Joseph Osborne and Robert Wallace described on the title as 
warehousemen of Adelaide. However, they retained ownership only until September 
1886 when Drew Williams, a storekeeper, acquired the property. 

The Bank of Adelaide became the registered owner on 7 June 1899 and in August 
1905 John E. Jones, a storekeeper took over the property. He remained only a short 
time before Mary E. Williams became the registered owner in November 1905. She 
retained ownership until December 1949 when the title passed to Myrtle E. Mortimer. 
Donald J. and Elaine M. Willcocks acquired the property in March 1988, and after 
Elaine Willcocks' death on 24 July 1989 the title was transferred into the name of the 
current owner. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The dwelling and dugout is of architectural significance for the singular nature of its 
construction rather than its design and detailing. It is a very good example of a 
vernacular building constructed from local materials. The historical significance of 
the cottage lies in its identification with early townsfolk and with the continuing 
history of the town. The dwelling and dugout were entered in the State Heritage 
Register on 28 May 1981. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(b) the dwelling and dugout has rare, uncommon or endangered qualities that are of 
cultural significance, particular in the nature of the construction and the use of 
local materials; 

(d) the dwelling and dugout is an outstanding representative of a particular class of 
places of cultural significance, in particular vernacular structures. 
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Dwelling and Dugout 

REFERENCES 

Brasse, L. , 'Blinman Cottage Conservation Study', Lothar Brasse Adelaide, undated, 
p. 7. 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources, State Heritage Branch- 10296. 
Lands Titles Office- CT.124/162; CT.741/46. 

Site Surveyor P.F. Donovan/J. Donovan Date(s) of Survey 2.11.1993 
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1. PLACES CURRENTLY ENTERED IN THE STATE 
HERITAGE REGISTER (cont.) 

1.3 Marree (UNMR) 

• Fettlers Cottages, Marree (UNMR-SR-01) 
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Fettlers Cottages 

LOCATION 

Address 
Owner(s) 
CTNumber 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 

Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer · 

Austral Archaeology 

UNMR-SR-01 

Railway Terrace South, Marree 
Australian National Railways Commission 
4303/363 
Unincorporated 
Marree 1:250,000 series (metric 215716) 

State Heritage Register- 10838- 23 
November 1989 

Mound Springs Heritage Survey, 1984 
Railway Heritage of South Australia Survey, 

1992 

2/6; 13/34 
B.G. Rowney/P.F. Donovan 
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Fettlers Cottages 

DESCRIPTION 

The cottages are of single storey construction with skillion roof form. The walls are 
of sandstone with casement windows. The roof is of corrugated galvanized iron. The 
cottages are of standard department design. They are vernacular in sty le and are 
totally functional, with no ornamentation. Currently the cottages are derelict. 

HISTORY 

Marree was surveyed in October 1883 and proclaimed a town on 20 December 1883. 
The railway was opened for traffic on 7 February 1884. These are maintenance 
cottages of standard design, and evidently date from 1883-84 when the niilway was 
opened to Marree. As such they are the oldest surviving railway buildings in Marree, 
which was essentially a railway town, and which has waxed and waned with the 
fortunes of the railway. The cottages are identified with the history of the Central 
Australian Railway. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

These cottages are of a standard design which was used on the Central Australia 
Railway. Additions have been made from time to time. 

These cottages are significant because they date from the time when the railway was 
extended to Marree and are the only railway buildings to do so. As such they are 
identified with the history of the town as an important railhead and supply centre for 
remote pastoral stations. The cottages are also linked with the history of the early 
transcontinental railway and the plans to promote setlement in the far north of South 
Australia and in the Northern Territory. They were entered in the State Heritage 
Register on 23 November 1989. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the cottages demonstrate important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the 
State's history, particularly its railway history. 

REFERENCES 

Central Australia Railway Contract 50/86, Drawing No 20, Strangways Springs and 
Peake Line, Australian National, Port Augusta. 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources, State Heritage Branch- 10838. 
Donovan & Associates for National Trust of South Australia, 'Railway Heritage of 

South Australia', Adelaide, 1992. 
Lands Titles Office- CT.4303/363. 
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Fettlers Cottages 

Litchfield, L., Marree and the tracks beyond in black and white: Commemorating the 
Centenary of Marree 1883-1983, Lois Litchfield, Adelaide, 1983, pp. 14-19. 

Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.50361. 

Site Surveyor B.G. Rowney Date(s) of Survey 10.9.1994 
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1. PLACES CURRENTLY ENTERED IN THE STATE 
HERITAGE REGISTER (cont.) 

1.4 Parachilna (UNPC) 

• Fettlers Cottages, Parachilna (UNPC-SR--()1) 

Austral Archaeology 6-22 Donovan & Associates 



l 

I 

.J 
l) 

<{ 

rl. I 

rl. I 
r-----t-----

'&l I 
r-

1-

<1\ 

ul 

3 

\ 

\ 

r--- --+-----
I 

l 
I 
I 
l J 

f> 0 u T H T E. R..~ACE. 

NOT TO SCALE 

1-

IJ'l 
<{ 

ul 

State Heritage Places 

FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 
PARACHILNA 



Austral Archaeology 6-24 Donovan & Associates 



FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Fettlers Cottages 

LOCATION 

Address 
Owner(s) 
Section 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 

Other Assessments 

Parachilna 
Australian National 
Pt Section 12 
Nilpena 
Unincorporated 

UNPC-SR-01 

State Heritage Register- 10836- 23 
November 1989 

Railway Heritage of South Australia, 1992 

Note: These cottages were first protected under the Aboriginal and Historic Relics 
Act. 

Photograph State Heritage Branch 
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Fettlers Cottages 

DESCRIPTION 

Attached single storey skillion roof cottages with sandstone walls. Windows are of 
timber framed casement and the roof is of corrugated galvanized iron. A verandah 
runs along the front of the building. 

These cottages were built to the standard design then used for such buildings on the 
Central Australian Railway. They have been added to from time to time. 

HISTORY 

Railway Heritage Survey, 1992: Peter Donovan 

The attached cottages were built at Parachilna in c.1880 as part of the first section of 
the Great Northern Railway which many South Australians hoped would form part of 
a transcontinental railway extending across the continent from south to north. The 
Port Augusta and Overland Railway Act was passed in 1862, though some time 
elapsed before construction began on a line north of Port Augusta. Construction of 
the line north of Port Augusta finally began during November 1877, though was not 
formally commenced until 18 January 1878 when the Governor, William Jervois, 
turned the first sod. The railway reached Hawker in 1880, Farina in 1882 and Marree 
in 1884. It was opened to Oodnadatta in 1891, and after a pause for several decades 
was extended north to Alice Springs in 1929. 

The completion of the railway had a marked effect upon the economics of inland 
transport. Goods could be railed to Farina in one day where previously they might 
take ten to twelve days by dray. 

This southern section of the Great Northern Railway continued to be a vital link 
between Port Augusta and Central Australia until June 1956 and the completion of a 
new standard gauge line between Port Augusta and Telford on an alignment to the 
west of the ranges. This new line was built specifically to haul coal from Leigh Creek 
to the new Thomas Playford Power Station at Port Augusta which became operational 
in July 1954. For a short time before the completion of the new line the coal had to 
be hauled on the narrow gauge line. Thereafter the standard gauge line which was 
extended to Marree in 1957 became the main route to the north. The last passenger 
Ghan travelled on this section of the line on 13 August 1956. Until Marree became 
the break-of-gauge station in 1957, passengers transferred from the standard gauge 
Budd railcar to the Ghan at Copley. 

The line remained open because of the need for the Commonwealth Railways to 
continue working between Hawker and Quom for the carriage of barytes. The last 
train left Hawker on 6 January 1970. 

Following the completion of the standard gauge line to Alice Springs, the narrow 
gauge line between there and Marree was closed on 31 December 1980; the standard 
gauge line between Marree and Telford closed on 10 June 1987. 
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Fettlers Cottages 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

These cottages are very significant because they date from the time when the railway 
was extended to Marree and are the only railway buildings in the town to do so. As 
such these cottages are identified with the history of the town. The cottages are also 
linked with the plans to promote settlement in the far north of South Australia and the 
Northern Territory by means of the railway. They were entered in the State Heritage 
Register on 23 November 1989. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) they demonstrate important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the State 's 
history, namely that of transport which is linked to the history of the town. 

REFERENCES 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources, State Heritage Branch- 10836. 
Donovan & Associates for National Trust of South Australia, 'Railway Heritage of 

South Australia', Adelaide, 1992. 
Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.57085. 

Site Surveyor P.F. Donovan/J. Donovan Date(s) of Survey 13.11.1994 
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2. RECOMMENDATIONS: STATE HERITAGE AREAS 

2.1 CRITERIA FOR STATE HERITAGE AREAS 

As defined by the Heritage Branch of the South Australian Department of 

Environment and Natural Resources, the significance of a State Heritage Area: 

.. . should rest on qualities which are exceptional, not commonplace, and it 
should constitute a continuous and unified area comprised for the most part 
of significant fabric, and relatively free from unsympathetic intrusions. 
Individual places of particular significance within the Area should be 
identified and described. 

The boundary of a State Heritage Area should be clearly defined, following 
cadastral boundaries where possible, and simple in outline. It should take in 
the continuously significant area without the addition of buffer zones. 

2.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

In accordance with the above criteria, there was no area falling within the town 

boundaries of the Flinders Ranges Heritage Survey in unincorporated areas which 

were considered to be worthy of recommendation as a State Heritage Area. 
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3. RECOMMENDATIONS: STATE HERITAGE PLACES 

3.1 CRITERIA FOR STATE HERITAGE PLACES 

Under Section 16 of the Heritage Act 1993, to be eligible for inclusion on the State 

Heritage Register a place must satisfy one or more of the following criteria: 

(a) it demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the 
State's history; or 

(b) it has rare, uncommon or endangered qualities that are of cultural 
significance; or 

(c) it may yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the 
State's history, including its natural history; or 

(d) it is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of 
cultural significance; or 

(e) it demonstrates a high degree of creative, aesthetic or technical 
accomplishment or is an outstanding representative of particular 
construction techniques or design characteristics; or 

(f) it has strong cultural or spiritual associations for the community or a 
group within it; or 

(g) it has a special association with the life or work of a person or 
organisation or an event of historical importance. 

3.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

In accordance with the above criteria, and allied with extensive historical research and 

fieldwork, the following place is recommended for inclusion in the State Heritage 

Register: 

3.2.1 Marree (UNMR) 

• Great Northern Hotel, Railway Terrace South (UNMR-RSR-Dl) 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Great Northern Hotel 

LOCATION 

Address 
Owner(s) 
CTNumber 
Lot 
AMG Reference 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

UNMR-RSR-01 

Railway Terrace South, Marree 
D.M. and B.M. Stuart 
5174/388 
150-154, Pt129, 130 
Marree 1:250,000 series 618326 (metric 215716) 
Unincorporated 

Nil 
Mound Springs Heritage Survey, 1984 
Railway Heritage of South Australia Survey, 

1992 
National Trust Recorded List - 2909 

5/35; 16/4, 5 
B.G. Rowney 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Great Northern Hotel 

DESCRIPTION 

This is a simple, vernacular-Victorian style building of two storeys. The exterior is 
well detailed, with ground floor window arch keystones which are proud. The roof 
form is hipped and gablet and windows are double hung sash. The building is a very 
solid structure of sandstone. The roof is of corrugated galvanized iron and there is a 
front verandah and first floor balcony and verandah. The interior is largely original, 
though with later ceilings and floor coverings. There has been very little alteration to 
the exterior except for the unsympathetic addition to the east. 

HISTORY 

The town of Marree was surveyed in October 1883 and proclaimed a town on 20 
October the same year. The railway was opened for traffic on 7 February 1884, after 
which the town became an important railhead. The hotel was built at much the same 
time. Historian Lois Litchfield notes of the hotel: 

In 1883 when the town was surveyed the hotel dimensions were recorded as 
being 'a substantial stone two-storey building, eighty-three feet by forty-six feet 
in area, the barroom nineteen feet by twenty-two feet, larger than the dining 
room of seventeen feet by sixteen feet. 

Upstairs were fourteen bedrooms and a bathroom, also an annexe with eight 
extra bedrooms, each having one or more air-brick openings to draw off the 
heated air. 

There was a large billiard room and balcony. At the back of the hotel there 
were stone stables comprising eight stalls and a loose box and an underground 
tank of 20 000 gallons. 

The land grant on which the hotel was built was made by the Governor, Sir William 
C.F. Robinson, on 20 February 1894 to Arthur Christopher Kerr, a beer bottler of Port 
Augusta. The area of Jl/4 acres included Lots 113, 129, 130, 151 and 152 and was 
made in consideration of a sum of £93-10-0. However, on 29 March 1884 Kerr sold 
Lots 151 and 152 to William Tardrew Perrers and John Barker, brewers of Port 
Augusta, for the sum of £100. Perrers and Barker also had other business interests. 
At various times they were involved in the brewery in Jervois Street, Port Augusta, 
and were part owners of the Hotel Augusta (formerly Wharf Hotel) and Suburban 
Hotels at Port Augusta, and the Cradock Hotel. 

The first lease taken out on the hotel was by John Charles Luscombe Chapple, a well
known northern identity who at one time was the lessee of the Standpipe Hotel at Port 
Augusta. Chapple's lease was for a period of twelve years from 1 September 1884. 
In November 1884 the rooms were described as being ' ... large, lofty, and well 
furnished, and the luxury of a bath can be indulged in, with a pleasant siesta on the 
balcony afterwards to enjoy the cool evening breeze when it blows.' Indeed, in 1885 
a report appeared in the Advertiser written by a weary traveller whose train had 
arrived late in Marree: 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Great Northern Hotel 

... I made my way to the Great Northern Hotel, the proprietor of which is Mr. 
C. Chapple. This hostelry can only be described as palatial in appearance and 
comfortable inside. I was told to look for an hotel the size of the York in 
Rundle-street, but I was fairly startled when I caught the first glimpse of the 
Great Northern, which does not belie its name. Like a monument in a desert it 
rears its lofty head high above all other buildings, and can be seen by travellers 
miles away on the dreary plain. The hotel was crowded when I arrived by a 
motley collection of men. In the passage way the "superior" lodgers of the 
house were amusing themselves in various ways. 

In April 1890 the mortgagee foreclosed on Perrers and Barker and John Arrnstrong 
became owner. However, he died soon after on 19 December 1892 at which time his 
executors managed his affairs until two of them - David Fotheringham, share broker 
of Adelaide and Alexander Low, sheepfarmer of Yakilo - took control of the 
property in April 1897. 

The property passed to William Arrnstrong Renwick on 5 January 1899. Renwick 
had previously managed a hotel at Quorn while his wife, Johanna, was the registered 
owner of the Greenbush Hotel at Stirling North from August 1890 to April 1901. 
When William Renwick died on 25 July 1899, his executors - William Muir, 
storekeeper of Northam, W.A. , Charles H. Winnall, hotelbroker of Adelaide, and his 
widow, Johanna M.A. Renwick- continued to manage the hotel until February 1927 
when the title was transferred to Charles Winnall, Johanna (she married Charles 
Maynard in 1912) and John S. Malone. They retained the property until March 1939. 

It was at this time that Eugene G. McMahon and his future wife Ada E. Naughton 
became part-owners of the hotel. The McMahons became owners in their own right 
on 17 July 1947 and the family retained ownership of the hotel until August 1989. 
Owners since this time have included Jojola Pty Ltd (1989) and Douglas M. and Betty 
M. Stuart (1990) 

The hotel was been used by inumerable travellers and many associated with important 
expeditions and groups which have passed through Marree. It has also long been the 
social centre of the town and the centre of the commercial area. The building 
continues to be used as a hotel. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

This is a prominent building in the main street, indeed, the only two-storey building 
in the town. It is a very dominant element which is associated with other commercial 
buildings in the town and the railway reserve which is immediately to the north. 
Because of its age and nature, this is one of the most significant buildings in Marree. 
Most of the original railway buildings have long since been replaced. The history of 
this building· is identified with that of the town and it reflects the essential nature of 
the Marree, namely that of an important railhead and means of entry to the remote 
interior. The hotel has long been the social centre and an important place of 
accommodation for the many private, parliamentary and scientific visitors who have 
passed through Marree. The hotel is recommended for inclusion in the State Heritage 
Register. 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Great Northern Hotel 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the hotel displays historical, economical or social themes that are of importance 
to the local area, and is identified with the history and development of the town; 

(c) the hotel has played an important part in the lives of local residents as a local 
meeting place; 

(d) the hotel displays aesthetic merit, design characteristics or construction 
techniques of significance to the local area, being the most significant dwelling 
in the town; 

(e) the hotel is associated with notable personalities as the place where they stayed 
while in Marree; 

(f) the hotel is a notable landmark in the area. 

REFERENCES 

Advertiser, 13 November 1884 (description of rooms); 2 December 1885 
(description). 

Donovan & Associates for National Trust of South Australia, 'Railway Heritage of 
South Australia', Adelaide, 1992. 

Kinhill Steams, European Settlement Assessment of South Australian Mound Springs, 
Kinhill Steams, Mound Springs Heritage Survey, Adelaide, 1986, 11A. 

Lands Titles Office- CT.443/55; Memorandum of Transfer 173912; CT.447/174 
(CT.457/37, CT.458/60); CT.712/16; CT.851/23; CT.1093!104; CT.2323/104; 
CT.4380/180; CT. Title 1609/56 notes the Renwick's involvement with other 
hotels. 

Litchfield, L., Marree and the tracks beyond in black and white: Commemorating the 
Centenary of Marree 1883- 1983, Lois Litchfield, Adelaide, 1983, p. 46. 

Mortlock Library photograph collection, B.4623; B.34915; B.39117; B.45181 ; 
B.48186. 

Register, 8 May 1922 (reference to Charles Chapple). 

Site Surveyor B.G. Rowney/P. Donovan Date(s) of Survey 10.9.1994; 20.11.1994 
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4. RECOMMENDATIONS: HISTORIC CONSERVATION 
ZONES 

4.1 CRITERIA FOR HISTORIC CONSERVATION ZONES 

As noted by the State Heritage Branch, Historic Conservation Zones: 

. . . should possess a distinctive historic, architectural or other character 
which it is desirable to protect and enhance through the Development Plan, 
while not necessarily exhibiting the exceptional merit required of a State 
Heritage Area. 

4.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

In accordance with the above criteria, there was no area within the town boundaries of 

the Flinders Ranges Heritage Survey in Unincorporated areas which were considered 

to be worthy of recommendation as an Historic Conservation Zone. 
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5. RECOMMENDATIONS: PLACES OF LOCAL HERITAGE 
VALUE 

5.1 CRITERIA FOR LOCAL HERITAGE PLACES 

A place may be considered as of local heritage value if it satisfies one or more of the 

following criteria: 

(a) it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance 
to the local area; or 

(b) it represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local 
area; or 

(c) it has played an important part in the lives of local residents; or 

(d) it displays aesthetic merit, design characteristics or construction 
techniques of significance to the local area; or 

(e) it is associated with a notable local personality or event; or 

(f) it is a notable landmark in the area. 

5.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

In accordance with the above criteria, the following places falling within the town 

boundaries of the Flinders Ranges Heritage Survey in Unincorporated areas are 

nominated as being of local heritage value: 

5.2.1 Blinman (UNBN) 

• Post Office and Dwelling, Mine Road (UNBN-LR--01) 

• Memorial Hall, Mine Road (UNBN-LR--02) 

• Former Police Station, Mine Road (UNBN-LR--03) 

• Cemetery (UNBN-LR--04) 

• Former Primary School, Mine Road (UNBN-LR--05) 

• Hotel, Mine Road (UNBN-LR--06) 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Post Office and Dwelling 

LOCATION 

Address 
Owner(s) 
CT Number 
Section 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

Mine Road, Blinman 
I. C. and K.L. Cains 
2394/98 
176 
Carr 
Unincorporated 

Nil 
Nil 

10/6 
P.F. Donovan 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Post Office and Dwelling 

DESCRIPTION 

A single storey building with hipped roof form. The walls are of stone and the 
windows are of the six-paned sash type. The roof is of corrugated galvanized iron, 
painted red, and a straight timber posted verandah is evident on two sides. An 
addition - a delicatessen - has been added to the southern side of the building. 

HISTORY 

The first post office in Blinman was opened in 1863 and soon became a mail 
exchange centre. The current building was erected in 1876 at a cost of £990-0-0. In 
1881 a verandah was added to the building, while in 1892 a fireplace was built. The 
building continues to be used as a post office, although is no longer owned by the 
Australian Government. The government sold the property to postmistress Myrtle E. 
Mortimery in November 1962. The property then passed to Michael R. and Susan J. 
Murphy in October 1979 before the present owners acquired the property in July 
1986. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The building is domestic in scale and design, but is an important one in the town 
because of the contribution which it makes to the streetscape. It is of local heritage 
significance because of its identification with the post and telegraph service and the 
manner in which it provided the town with communication to distant centres. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the building displays historical, economical or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area, particularly the history of the development of post 
and telegraph services; 

(c) the building has played an important part in the lives of local residents as the 
means of communication with distant centres. 

REFERENCES 

Klaassen, N., The Northern Flinders Ranges: Mountains, Minerals and Mines 1850-
1920, Nic Klaassen, Adelaide, 1991, p. 139. 

Lands Titles Office - Cf.2394/98. 
SAPP 25-1881 , p. 96. 
State Records- GRG 38/15, Record Book of Public Buildings 1838- 1925, Vol. I, 

p. 694. 

Site Surveyor P.F. Donovan Date(s) of Survey 2.11.1993 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Memorial Hall 

LOCATION 

Address 
Owner(s) 
CT Number 
Lot 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

UNBN-LR-02 

Mine Road, Blinman 
Blinman Progress Association 
1286/22 
170 
Carr 
Unincorporated 

Nil 
Nil 

10/8 
P.F. Donovan 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Memorial Hall 

DESCRIYfiON 

A single storey building with hipped roof form. Windows are rounded arched and 
wall materials are of stone with brick quoins. However, the northern wall has been 
cement rendered. The roof is of corrugated galvanized iron with vents. There are 
stucco quoins and surrounds to front brackets. In the pediment is the inscription: 

HISTORY 

AD 1896 
Memorial Hall Blinman 

In November 1895 the land, of 14 perches, was registered in the name of Court Pride 
of the Blinman No. 4920 South Australian Ancient Order of Foresters Friendly 
Society. Lodges and Friendly Societies were as historian Geoffrey Blainey notes 'a 
major private precursor of today's welfare state .. . ' Formed throughout the country, 
they enjoined the aspirations of morality, charity and obedience to the law. 

The Foresters retained ownership of the property until March 1942 when the title 
passed to John P. Henery, pastoralist, and William J.G. Kipling, manager. The 
Blinman Progress Association acquired the property in May 1951. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The building is a dominant one in the main street of the town and is of some 
significance because of this although there is little of significance in its design and 
detailing. The hall is, however, of considerable significance historically. Its 
construction reflects an endeavour by local people to ensure the permanence of the 
town, but more particularly it is significant as the venue for many significant local 
gatherings and celebrations that reflect people's attitudes to local and worldwide 
developments. The Memorial Hall is of major local heritage significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the hall displays historical, economical or social themes that are of importance 
to the local area, particularly in the development of the town; 

(b) the hall represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local 
area and the need for a community centre; 

(c) the hall has played an important part in the lives of local residents, particularly 
as a place to gather for on significant occasions; 

(f) the hall is a feature in the area, being one of the significant buildings which 
helps to define the main street. 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Memorial Hall 

REFERENCES 

Blainey, G., Odd Fellows: A History of lOOP Australia, Alien and Unwin, North 
Sydney, 1991, p. vii. 

Lands Titles Office- CT.602/193; CT.1286/22. 

Site Surveyor P.F. Donovan Date(s) of Survey 2.11.1993 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Former Police Station 

LOCATION 

Address 
Owner(s) 

CT Number 
Lot 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Filrn!Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

UNBN-LR-03 

Mine Road, Blinman 
Police Association of S.A., 27 Carrington Street, 

Adelaide 
19In6 
167 
Carr 
Unincorporated 

Nil 
National Trust Recorded List- 827 

10/12 
P.F. Donovan 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Former Police Station 

DESCRIPTION 

Single storey buildings with hipped roof form. The wall materials are of stone and 
windows are of the four-pane casement type. The roof is of corrugated galvanized 
iron. At the rear is a cell block with stables and a bar. 

HISTORY 

The first policeman posted at Blinman was in 1865 and within a short time a request 
had been made for an additional trooper. Research undertaken by Chief 
Superintendent R.J. Potts of the South Australian Police Historical Society Inc. 
indicates that the first police buildings were believed to have been erected on a Police 
Reserve at Blinman South and consisted of two buildings: 

Building One: 

Building Two: 

Two rooms, one used as office/sleeping room (lOft x 8ft x 
6ft high), the other as harness room (lOft x lOft x 6ft high). 

Two cells of approximately similar measurements to the 
above. 

As well as these buildings, a further two-room pine and thatched building was leased 
from a Mr R. Williams for 8/- per week on land opposite. This was used as sleeping 
quarters for police. 

However, these amenities gradually proved unsatisfactory and on 6 May 1874, Lot 
167 at Blinman North was acquired by the Commissioner of Public Works for £525. 
Lot 167 was granted originally to John Kelly and Michael Muldoon on 13 October 
1868. Kelly became sole owner on 20 January 1871 and he and his son, Thomas, 
later became the butcher and baker in Blinman. 

At the time of purchase there were three buildings on the site consisting of: 

(a) Two constructed of pine palings (i.e. native pine - Callitris species) 
with some galvanized iron roof and some shingles. 

(b) A two roomed stone building on the north-west corner of the block 
facing Mine Street and with a large front window and adjacent door 
giving the appearance of having been built as a shop. 

These buildings were used as the new police complex, with cells, stables and fencing 
(costing £399) being constructed by 1876. Repairs, presumably to the existing 
buildings, were also carried out at the same time. Sometime before June 1884 the 
roof of the changeroom and the back portion (presumably of the stone building) was 
re-covered with galvanized corrugated iron, new arches were put to the cells and a 
galvanized tank was supplied. 

In 1885 the two pine buildings, stables, cells and courtyard were demolished to make 
way for the construction of a new police station which consisted of a changeroom and 
three living-rooms, forage-store, and out offices. The cost of the new station was 
£643-6-6. A front verandah was also provided for. 
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Former Police Station 

Over the years alterations and repairs were carried out to the buildings which included 
new iron ceilings to bedroom, passage and office in 1907-08, the construction of new 
stables and forage rooms in 1916, while between April and November 1921 fencing 
and masonry repairs were undertaken as well as the construction of a bathroom. 

The police station closed on 9 December 1970, although the building is still 
maintained by the Police Association and used as a holiday house. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The building is domestic in scale, design and construction, and is of local heritage 
significance because of its identification with the police and the establishment of law 
and order in the town and the district. Its location at one end of the main street helps 
to define this street. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the building displays historical, economical or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area, particularly the development of law and order 
throughout the settled areas; 

(c) the building has played an important part in the lives of local residents as the 
home of the local policeman; 

(f) the building is a landmark in the area that helps to define the main street of the 
town. 

REFERENCES 

Klaassen, N., The Northern Flinders Ranges: Mountains, Minerals and Mines 1850-
1920, Nic Klaassen, Adelaide, 1991, p. 153. 

Lands Titles Office- CT.131/30; Memorandum of Transfer 49623; CT .191n 6. 
Potts, R.J., Chief Superintendent S.A. Police Force and S.A. Police Historical Society 

Inc., research notes, unpublished typescript, 5 January 1995, pp. 1-4. Quotes are 
fromp. 2. 

SAPP 29-1885, p.117; SAPP29-1886, p.115; SAPP 30-1907-09, p.78. 
State Records- GRG 38/15, Record Book of Public Buildings 1838-1925, Vol. I, 

p. 692; Vol. II, p. 163. 

Site Surveyor P.F. Donovan Date(s) of Survey 2.11.1993 
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Cemetery 

LOCATION 

Address 
CTNumber 
Section 
Hundred 
Local Govt Area 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

Blinman 
Dkt 364/1985 
358 
Carr 
Unincorporated 

Nil 
Nil 

10/29 
P.F. Donovan 
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Cemetery 

DESCRIPTION 

Situated on the outskirts of Blinman the cemetery is low scale with an area of reserve 
around each border. 

HISTORY 

It is unknown when the cemetery was opened, but it would have been established 
soon after the town. It is laid out in the traditional way of most cemeteries with a 
reserve bordering its perimeters. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The cemetery is of major local heritage significance as the last resting place of many 
of those associated with the development of Blinman and surrounding pastoral 
districts, and because it preserves the personal history of many of those in the 
community. It is also of significance for the collection of grave furniture which, in its 
symbolism, reflects the attitudes of contemporaries to death and religion. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the cemetery displays historical, economical or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area and which are reflected in the personal histories of 
many of those buried there; 

(b) the cemetery represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the 
local area, particularly attitudes towards religion and death; 

(c) the cemetery has played an important part in the lives of local residents as they 
have gathered to bury friends and relatives. 

REFERENCES 

Lands Titles Office- Docket 364/1985. 

Site Surveyor P.F. Donovan/J. Donovan Date(s) of Survey 21.11 .1994 
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Former Primary School 

LOCATION 

Address 
Owner(s) 
CTNumber 
Allotment No 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

UNBN-LR-05 

Mine Road, Blinman 
South Australian Education Department 
121/51 
169 
Carr 
Unincorporated 

Nil 
National Trust Recorded List- 1421 

10/10, 15 
P.F. Donovan 
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Former Primary School 

DESCRIPTION 

A single storey building with hipped and gabled roof form. The walls are of 
sandstone with sandstone quoins. The roof is of corrugated galvanized iron and there 
are stone chimneys. The windows are of the four-paned sash variety. There is a 
carved barge board and timber finial to the gabled end of the building. A corrugated 
galvanized iron lean-to has been added at the rear. 

The essential integrity of the building is high. The exterior of the building remains 
essentially as it was designed, although it is doubtful that the front porch was ever 
built. The timber framed, corrugated galvanized iron shelter shed at the r~ar of the 
schoolroom remains close to that designed. The similarly constructed addition to the 
residence includes a bathroom and laundry rather than a pantry as shown on the 
original drawings. The bath is a free-standing one, with a chip heater nearby. 

The interior of the building is largely as designed. However, the original sloped floor 
to the schoolroom has bee replaced by a flat floor and the blackboard has been fixed 
to the western wall. .A doorway has been opened between the classroom and the front 
bedroom, which was most recently used as a library. Most ceilings have been 
renewed and the lights are generally suspended fluorescent lights. 

The condition of the building remains good, although the lean-to additions at the rear 
have deteriorated because of want of maintenance and part of the plaster ceiling in the 
front bedroom/library has collapsed. 

The property boundary to Mine Road is defined by a cyclone wire fence. 

The building is an important item in the main street. It is one of few substantial 
buildings and helps to define the southern end of the main street, balancing the hotel 
at the northern end of the western side of Mine Road. It is almost opposite the police 
station and the Memorial Hall, both of which are also substantial stone buildings. 

This item has not been used as a school for upwards of 11 years, although for some 
time it continued to be used by children enrolled with the School of the Air and more 
recently was used for meetings of the Country Women's Association until this body 
disbanded. The building is owned by the South Australian Education Department but 
is leased to the Blinman Progress Association. 

HISTORY 

The school was built within eight years of the passage of the Education Act of 1875 
on Lot 169 which The Council of Education purchased in September 1876 from 
Robert Laidlaw, Samuel Terrell, John Pascoe, Thomas Young and Robert Lawrance. 
The builder was John Chapman and the contract was signed on 19 June 1883. The 
school was designed for sixty students and had a classroom of 25ft x 20ft. An 
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attached teacher's residence was also built at the same time. This had four rooms. 
The total cost of the school and residence was £1,309-9-6. 

This item is one of the oldest buildings in the town, and the earliest government 
building. The quality of its construction and its close physical association with the 
nearby police station and Memorial Hall reflect the early relative prosperity of the 
town and underscores the importance of government enterprise in the early 
development of the town. 

The item designed by the Government Architect has few particular architectural 
features, but the quality of the workmanship is high and it remains a good example of 
the work from the government department during this period. The high quality of the 
detailing means that this building is the most architecturally significant in the town. 

The building is a significant one, one of few significant structures in the town, while 
its proximity to the hotel, the Memorial Hall and one-time police station helps to 
establish the character of the main street. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The school was built in 1883 and is one of Blinman's oldest surviving buildings. 

Its early establishment reflects the speed with which government service -
education, in this instance - followed the development of communities in colonial 
South Australia. The building also demonstrates something of the importance of 
government enterprise in underpinning the development of many country towns in 
South Australia, particularly those on the fringes of the settled areas. 

The former school is of major local heritage significance, particularly because of its 
long association with the town and the generations of children who were taught at the 
school, but also because of its physical contribution to the character of the town 
which counts only six other similarly substantial buildings. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the building displays historical, economical or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area, in particular, the extension of education services to 
the town; 

(c) the building has played an important part in the .lives of local residents who 
were educated at the school; 

(d) the building displays aesthetic merit, design characteristics or construction 
techniques of significance to the local area, being one of few buildings in the 
town to demonstrate architectural features; 

(f) the building is a landmark in the area which helps to define the main street of 
the town. 
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REFERENCES 

Lands Titles Office- CT.121!51. 
Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.31 036. 
SAPP 29-1883, p. 109; SAPP 29-1885, p. 123. 
State Records- GRG 38/16, Record Book of School Buildings 1876- 1925, Vol. I, 

p. 34. 

Site Surveyor P.F. Donovan Date(s) of Survey 2.11.1993 
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Blinman Hotel 

LOCATION 

Address 
Owner(s) 
CTNumber 
Lot 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

UNBN-LR-06 

Mine Road, Blinman 
Lewis Brod. Properties Pty Ltd 
3483/22 
177 
Carr 
Unincorporated 

Nil 
National Trust Recorded List - 2044 

10/5 
P.F. Donovan 
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Blinman Hotel 

DESCRIPTION 

A single storey building with hipped roof form and six-pane sash windows. The 
walls are of stone which have been rendered and painted. The roof is of corrugated 
galvanized iron. There is a relatively new straight front verandah with stone flags to 
the floor. The front of the building has been rendered as have window and door 
surrounds. There are many additions and renovations inside. 

HISTORY 

The land on which the Blinman Hotel was built was granted by the Governor, Lt-Col 
Francis G. Hamley, to Richard Williams on 23 March 1868. One of two hotels 
erected in the town, the Blinman Hotel was built in 1869 with the first licence being 
issued in 1869 to Charles Faulkner who held the licence until 1872. The first title 
issued in April1871 was in the name of Charles Faulkner. 

Other owners have been William R. Bames (1894); Joseph H. Jacka (1900); Sarah A. 
Jacka (1901); William J.S. Jacka and Clement B. Jacka (1911); Mary A. Fargher 
(1917); Alfred J. Fargher (1921); Montague R. Oakes (1929); Vera M. Lyford (1929); 
Vera M. Lyford and Edgar C. Lyford (1929); Vera M.M. Lyford (1937); Kenneth J. 
McDuie and Muriel M. McDuie (1963); Charles E.B. Godwin (1967); and Maxwell 
R. Warthold and Kathleen M. Warthold (1972). 

The present owners acquired the property in November 1973, and the building 
continues to be used as a hotel. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The building is very simple in its design and detailing. It is historically significant 
because of its age and long association with the development of the town and as a 
leading commercial establishment and a gathering place for local people. The 
building exhibits a succession of additions, not all of which are sympathetic to the 
scale and design of the early part of the hotel, but these additions reflect the 
continuing viability of the hotel in the face of changing circumstances. It is of major 
local heritage significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the hotel displays historical, economical or social themes that are of importance 
to the local area, particularly the commercial history of the town; 

(c) the hotel has played an important part in the lives of local residents as a major 
gathering place; 

(f) the hotel is a notable landmark in the area which helps to define the main street. 
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REFERENCES 

Custance, L.S., The Chimney on the Hill, L.S. Custance, Adelaide, 1987, p. 26. 
Hoad, J.L., Hotels and publicans in South Australia 1836-1984, Australian Hotels 

Association (S.A. Branch), Adelaide, 1986, pp. 408--09. 
Klaassen, N., The Northern Flinders Ranges: Mountains, Minerals and Mines 1850-

1920, Nic Klaassen, Adelaide, 1991, p. 145. 
Lands Titles Office - CT.152/217; CT.1540/61; CT.1631/31; CT.1978/41; 

CT.3483/22. 
Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.15483; B.31038; B.31794. 

Site Surveyor P.F. Donovan/J. Donovan Date(s) of Survey 2.11.94 
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5. RECOMMENDATIONS: PLACES OF LOCAL HERITAGE 
VALUE (cont.) 

5.2.2 Farina (UNFR) 

• Former Town Site (UNFR-LR--01) 
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Former Town Site 

LOCATION 

Location 
Address 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

UNFR-LR-01 

Off Leigh Creek-Marree Road 
Farina 
Unincorporated 
Copley 1:250,000 series 640275 (metric 237670) 

Nil 
Mound Springs Heritage Survey, 1984 

6/21 , 22,23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28,29,30, 31 , 32, 33 
B.G. Rowney 
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DESCRIPTION 

The former town site of Farina is now a series of ruins. A memorial has been erected 
which notes: · 

IN :MEMORY OF 
THE PIONEERS OF 

FARINA 
FORMERLY GOVERNMENT GUMS 

EREC1EDBY 
FARINA :MEMORIAL SOCIETY 

1988 

The cemetery still retains many of the old headstones. The oldest grave appears to be 
that of Richard Arnold who died on 12 August 1889. The distinct Afghan section 
with graves orientated towards Mecca highlights features of the history of the town. 
It is also noteworthy that the headstones generally came from monumental masons in 
Adelaide. 

HISTORY 

Many of the buildings of the town were built of stone. Most seem to have been 
vernacular in style. There are a number of interesting features associated with several 
of the ruins, including indoor and outdoor cellars, and one cellar which contains what 
appears to be bakers ovens. The Transcontinental Hotel closed in the early 1920s, the 
Exchange Hotel in the late 1930s, the school after 1957, the post office after 1960 
with the last store closing in 1968. 

A Land Grant for a cemetery- CT.514/154 - was made by the Governor of South 
Australia, Sir William C.F. Robinson, on 7 July 1887. Trustees for the cemetery were 
Frank Wilkinson, clerk; Ronald Ewen McDonald and John Napier, storekeepers; 
George Tyler White, licensed victualler of the Exchange Hotel; and John J ames Doig, 
blacksmith. All trustees were from Farina. 

Mound Springs Heritage Survey, 1984: Peter Donovan 

Farina - originally known as Government Gums - was proclaimed a government 
town on 21 March 1878, two years after the government had authorised construction 
of a railway line from Port Augusta to the Gums. The name Farina (from the Latin 
word for wheat) derives from Governor Jervois' hope that the area would become a 
prosperous agricultural district. It was the northern railhead from 22 May 1882, when 
the railway from Beltana was opened, until the line was opened to Marree on 7 
February 1884. In this capacity it became an important service centre for outback 
stations, and as such possessed a large Afghan population who used camel strings to 
transport supplies to remote areas. It was the south-western end of the Strzelecki 
Track and also the point of transhipment for much of the ore from copper mines near 
Mount Freeling, to the east. 
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STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Mound Springs Heritage Survey, 1984: Peter Donovan 

This is of major local heritage significance because it is the site of one of South 
Australia's historic towns. It was particularly important as a railhead and centre from 
which Afghans and their teams served the remote pastoral stations. Few South 
Australian towns were so closely identified with the railway and the Afghans. The 
very name highlights the nature of early South Australian expansion and the optimism 
which encouraged it. It marked the high tide of South Australia's agricultural 
expansion. It was also closely identified with the mining ventures in the northern 
Flinders Ranges. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

the ruins and cemetery display historical, economical or social themes that are 
of importance to the local area, particularly the development of a community at 
an important railhead, then the decline of the community with changes in 
transport; 
the cemetery represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the 
local area, particularly attitudes towards religion and death; 
the former town played an important part in the lives of local residents as their 
home and community, as would have the cemetery where locals would have 
gathered to bury relatives and friends. 

REFERENCES 

Kinhill Steams, European Settlement Assessment of South Australian Mound Springs, 
Mound Springs Heritage Survey, Adelaide, 1986, 4. 

Litchfield, L., Marree and the tracks beyond in black and white: Commemorating the 
Centenary ofMarree 1883-1983, Lois Litchfield, Adelaide, 1983, pp. 7, 163-67. 

Pearce, H., Homesteads of the Stony Desert, Rigby, Adelaide, 1978, pp. 23- 28. 
State Records - Research Note 292. 

Site Surveyor P.F. Donovan/J. Donovan Date(s) of Survey 13.11.1994 
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Top: Former Bakery 
Bottom: Inside Bakery 

Austral Archaeology 6-64 Donovan & Associates 



FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Former Town Site 

Top: 
Bottom: 

Former Exchange Hotel 
Former Railway Station 

Austral Archaeology 
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5. RECOMMENDATIONS: PLACES OF LOCAL HERITAGE 
SIGNIFICANCE (cont.) 

5.2.3 Leigh Creek/ Copley (UNLC) 

• Aroona Dam, Aroona Gorge (UNLC-LR-01) 

• Hotel, Copley (UNLC-LR-02) 

• Railway Station, Copley (UNLC-03) 
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AroonaDam 

LOCATION 

Address 
Owner(s) 
CT Number 

Section 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

UNLC-LR-01 

Aroona Gorge, south of Leigh Creek 
Electricity Trust of South Australia 
Reserve- Gazetted 27 October 1983; 20 March 

1986 
373 
Unincorporated 

Nil 
Nil 

13/17, 18, 19 
P.F. Donovan 
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DESCRIPTION 

Set in the Aroona Gorge the dam has a concrete wall and spillway. Technical details 
concerning its construction include: 

Type 
Capacity 
Flow Capacity of Spillway 
Catchment Area 
Average Annual Rainfall 
Average Run-off 
Average Annual Evaporation 
Overall Length of Top of Wall 
Overall Height 
Length of Spillway 
Height of Spillway 
Concrete 

HISTORY 

Concrete gravity 
1,650,000,000 gallons 
50,000 cub. ft. per sec. 
280 sq. miles 
7" approximately 
6 per cent. approximately 
8 ft. approximate! y 
775ft 
80ft nominal 
308ft 
65ft nominal 
58,100 cub. yds. 

The decision by South Australian Premier Thomas Playford- elected to government 
in 1938- to proceed with developing the Leigh Creek coal fields to supply South 
Australia during World War II when supplies from New South Wales became 
uncertain, and then later to fuel the new power station at Port Augusta, meant that 
sufficient water supplies needed to be guaranteed to supply the dual needs of the 
coalfield and the township of Leigh Creek. 

Prior to the decision being taken to construct the Aroona Dam, water was obtained 
from bores at Sliding Rock, approximately 45 km south-east of Leigh Creek. 
However, the water had a high saline content and could not be guaranteed in 
sufficient quantities. The decision to construct the dam in the Aroona Gorge was 
taken after various bores were sunk by the Department of Mines. 

Designed by Ron Gurney and David Bundy of the Electricity Trust of South 
Australia's Civil Engineering Department, the design was vetted and approved by the 
Engineering & Water Supply Department. Electrical engineer David Stanley was 
appointed supervisor of the project. As he noted: 

It took about two years to get everything ready to start construction. We went 
to Sylvan Dam in Victoria and hired some winding gear from the cableway that 
had been used there. We built ourselves a head-tower at Aroona and put the 
winding drums in it and strung the cables across the dam. 

We had to buy a concrete mixing plant, shipped from overseas, but we lost it 
for a couple of months - it had gone to Broken Hill. We had to collect 
aggregate from the creek bed - this was about the hardest job; we had to go up 
and down, up and down the creek looking for clean rounded gravel. Clean 
stone and sand were hard to find. We put the aggregate through a trommel [a 
revolving seive] and a conveyer belt carried it up the hill and put it in 
stockpiles for later use. 
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Construction of the dam began in 1952 and was built mainly by migrant laborers who 
were employed on two-year contracts with the Federal Government. Two shifts were 
worked in winter, while concrete pouring was suspended during the period November 
to March because the extreme heat would have expanded and cracked the concrete. 
At peak periods approximately 160 men were employed at the construction site, and 
they lived in the Leigh Creek tendines. Only the caretaker lived on the site, and food 
was brought out each day to the workers. 

Costing £1 million to build, construction took over five years to complete. While 
sufficient water was held in storage after construction, which was then pumped to the 
township by an electric pumping station at the dam, it was not until January 1962 
before the dam was completely filled. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The dam was built to provide water for both the Leigh Creek coal mine and the town 
located nearby and was important in enabling this enterprise to proceed. It is a 
significant engineering structure in its own right although not one displaying unique 
features, and is of major local heritage significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the dam displays historical, economical or social themes that are of importance 
to the local area, particularly the need for a reliable source of water for both the 
town and the mine at Leigh Creek; 

(d) the dam displays aesthetic merit, design characteristics or construction 
techniques of significance to the local area, being one of the most significant 
single structures; 

(e) the dam is associated with the Electricity Trust of South Australia; 
(f) the dam is a notable landmark in the area, although it might be better described 

as a feature and place of interest. 

REFERENCES 

Electricity Trust of South Australia, 'Leigh Creek', ETSA, Eastwood, undated 
(technical description). 

Kerr, C. and M., The vital spark: The Story of Electricity Supply in South Australia, 
Electricity Trust of South Australia, Adelaide, October 1979, pp. 142-44 (quote 
from pp. 142-43). See also photographs during construction. 

O'Neil, B., In Search of Mineral Wealth: The South Australian Geological Survey 
and Department of Mines to 1944, S.A. Department of Mines and Energy, 
Adelaide, 1982, p. 263. 

Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.48559. 

Site Surveyor P.F. Donovan/J. Donovan Date(s) of Survey 20.11.1994 
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LOCATION 

Address 
Owner(s) 
CTNumber 
Lots 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

UNLC-LR-02 

Copley 
Jomantom Pty Ltd, 172 Magill Road, Norwood 
4370/54 
4,5,20 
Copley 
Unincorporated 

Nil 
Nil 

5/29, 30, 31 
B.G. Rowney 
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DESCRIPTION 

A two storey building with hipped roof form and with single storey additions to rear. 
The walls are of roughly dressed sandstone with pecked sandstone quoins and 
dressings, and there are brick segmented arches to doors and windows. There are 
timber framed double hung sash windows and security screens are attached to those 
windows at ground floor level. The roof is of corrugated galvanized iron. 

There is a verandah and balcony to the first floor which has timber posts, timber 
balustrade and a straight unlined corrugated galvanized iron roof. The ground floor 
verandah has a small fluted galvanized iron soffit. There is a metal framed and sheet 
metal sheeted entrance 'porch' to the bar with an airconditioning unit above and 
galvanized iron trunking through the fanlight of the door. Doors are flush panel 
timber with fanlight which is now infllled with timber panel. 

Associated items include brick outhouses, corrugated galvanized iron sheds, metal 
pergolas with sarlon covers to beer garden and a concrete block toilet addition to the 
north-east corner. Additions at the rear of the building form a courtyard. 

HISTORY 

This is the second hotel to be built on the site. The first was known as Pearce's Hotel 
between 1884 and 1886; it then became known as the Cornucopia until 1898. 
However, the wood and iron building was destroyed by fire on 10 October 1898. 

In the meantime, in November 1898, tenders were called for 'Building Stone Hotel at 
Leigh Creek- 18 Rooms.' While this was being built, temporary premises 'of a 
most primitive nature' were erected at the rear. 

The new hotel, known as the Leigh Creek Hotel, was nearing completion by 
September 1899 as a report in the Chronicle noted: 

. . . The new Leigh Creek hotel has practically reached completion. The 
building is a good and substantial one, with large lofty rooms and wide airy 
passages, and appears to only need the addition, which will probably follow 
later on, of more bedrooms to make it thoroughly meet the requirements of the 
public. 

By December 1899 the 'substantial stone one-storied building, conducted by Mrs. 
[Mary] Well er' was completed. 

The building continues to be used for its original purpose. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The hotel is of major local heritage significance because of its long identification with 
the old town of Leigh Creek. 
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RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the hotel displays historical, economical or social themes that are of importance 
to the local area, particularly the commercial history of the town; 

(c) the hotel has played an important part in the lives of local residents as a major 
gathering place; 

(f) the size and scale of the hotel makes it a notable landmark in the area. 

REFERENCES 

Chronicle, 2 September 1899 (new hotel nearly completed). 
Hoad, J.L., Hotels and Publicans in South Australia: 1836-1984, Australian Hotels 

Association (South Australian Branch), Adelaide, 1986, p. 119. 
Klaassen, Nic, The Northern Flinders Ranges: Mountains, Minerals and Mines 

1850-1920, Nic Klaassen, 1991, Adelaide, pp. 310,314. Nic Klaassen also notes 
the Port Augusta Dispatch, 14 October 1898 (fire); 2 December 1899 (noting 
new hotel). · 

Lands Titles Office- CT.4370/54. 
Register, 15 July 1899 (temporary premises); 

Site Surveyor B.G. Rowney Date(s) of Survey 10.9.1994 
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Railway Station 

LOCATION 

Address 
Owner(s) 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

Copley 
Australian National 
Copley 
Unincorporated 

Nil 
Nil 

5/32 
B.G. Rowney 
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Railway Station 

DESCRIPTION 

A single storey rectangular building made from concrete blocks with hipped roof 
form. The roof line extends across the front to form a verandah. There are timber 
framed double hung sash windows and the roof is of corrugated galvanized iron. 

HISTORY 

One of the most immediate requirements with the erection of the Sir Thomas Playford 
Power Station at Port Augusta beginning in 1948 was to develop a standard gauge rail 
link between Leigh Creek and Stirling North and from there to the Power Station at 
Port Augusta. Work began in August 1951 on standardising the line from Port 
Augusta to Telford to service the Leigh Creek coalfield. The line was open to traffic 
in May 1956 and was extended to Marree by 29 June 1957. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The railway station is of local heritage significance because of its identification with 
the railway. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the railway station displays historical, economical or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area, particularly that of transportation in the 
development of the Leigh Creek coalfield. 

REFERENCES 

Anderson, R.J., Solid Town : The History of Port Augusta , R.J. Anderson, Port 
Augusta, 1988, pp. 187, 192. 

Site Surveyor B.O. Rowney Date(s) of Survey 10.9.1994 
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5. RECOMMENDATIONS: PLACES OF LOCAL HERITAGE 
SIGNIFICANCE (cont.) 

5.2.4 Marree (UNMR) 

• Former Railway Crews Barracks, Railway Terrace North 

(UNMR-LR-0 1) 

• Former Railway Station, Railway Terrace North (UNMR-LR-02) 

• Great Northern Hotel Outbuilding, Railway Terrace South 

(UNMR-LR-03) 

• Hospital, First Street (UNMR-LR-04) 

• Police Station, First Street (UNMR-LR-05) 

• School, First Street (UNMR-LR-06) 

• Cemetery (UNMR-LR-07) 

• Memorial, Railway Terrace (UNMR-LR-08) 

• Hergott Springs (UNMR- LR-09) 

• Residence (UNMR-LR-10) 
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Former Railway Crews Barracks UNMR-LR-01 

LOCATION 

Address 
Owner(s) 
CTNumber 
AMG Reference 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

Railway Terrace North, Marree 
Australian National 
4303/363 
Marree 1:250,000 series 618326 (metric 215716) 
Unincorporated 

Nil 
Mound Springs Heritage Survey, 1984 
Railway Heritage of South Australia Survey, 

1992 

6/6; 13/32 
B.O. Rowney/P.F. Donovan 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Former Railway Crews Barracks 

DESCRIPTION 

A single storey building with hipped and gablet roof form. The walls are of pebble 
dash render and the roof is of corrugated galvanized iron. There are ventilators in the 
roof. 

The design of this structure is very simple, thereby highlighting the functional nature 
of the building. The pebble dash render to the walls suggests a relatively late date of 
construction. 

The building is relatively modern and was used to provide casual accommodation for 
railway staff. It comprises eight rooms, with washing facilities in the enclosed 
section of the verandah. 

HISTORY 

Marree was surveyed in October 1883 and proclaimed a town on 20 December 1883. 
The railway was opened for traffic on 7 February 1884. This place appears, however, 
to be of a much later date. Even so, it underscores the significance of Marree as a 
railway town, particularly when the break of gauge required goods travelling further 
north to be trans-shipped. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The heritage significance of the barracks lies in the manner in which it reflects the 
essential nature of Marree as a railway town. Its late construction, however, means 
that it is less significant than those early places which are associated with the first 
narrow gauge railway. The barracks are of local heritage significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the barracks display historical, economical or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area, particularly the economic significance of the 
railway. 

REFERENCES 

Donovan & Associates for National Trust of South Australia, 'Railway Heritage of 
South Australia', Adelaide, 1992. 

Kinhill Steams, European Settlement Assessment of South Australian Mound Springs, 
Mound Springs Heritage Survey, Adelaide, 1986, 10. 

Litchfield, L., Marree and the tracks beyond in black and white: Commemorating the 
Centenary ofMarree 1883-1983, Lois Litchfield, Adelaide, 1983, p. 10. 

Site Surveyor B.G. Rowney/P.F. Donovan Date(s) of Survey 10.9 and 20.11.1994 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Former Railway Station 

LOCATION 

Address 
Owner(s) 
CT Number 
AMG Reference 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

UNMR-LR-02 

Railway Terrace North, Marree 
Australian National 
4303/363 
Marree 1 :250,000 series 618326 (metric 215716) 
Unincorporated 

Nil 
Nil 

6/5; 13/31 
B.G. Rowney/P.F. Donovan 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Former Railway Station 

DESCRIPTION 

A single storey building with hipped and roof form. The walls are of concrete block 
and the roof is of corrugated galvanized iron. The roof life has been extended over 
the front to form a cantilevred verandah. The windows are timber framed double 
hung sash. 

The design of this structure is very simple, thereby highlighting its functional nature. 
The building is relatively modern and was used for station facilities. 

HISTORY 

Marree was surveyed in October 1883 and proclaimed a town on 20 December 1883. 
The railway was opened for traffic on 7 February 1884. However, the railway station 
is of modern construction. Even so, it underscores the significance of Marree as a 
railway town, particularly when the break of gauge required goods travelling further 
north to be trans-shipped. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The heritage significance of the railway station lies in the manner in which it reflects 
the essential nature of Marree as a railway town. Its late construction, however, 
means that it is less significant than those early places which are associated with the 
first narrow gauge railway. The station is of local heritage significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the station displays historical, economical or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area, particularly the economic significance of the 
railway. 

REFERENCES 

Donovan & Associates for National Trust of South Australia, 'Railway Heritage of 
South Australia', Adelaide, 1992. 

Litchfield, L., Marree and the tracks beyond in black and white: Commemorating the 
Centenary of Marree 1883-1983, Lois Litchfield, Adelaide, 1983, p. 10. 

Site Surveyor B.G. Rowney/P.F. Donovan Date(s) of Survey 10.9. and 20.11.1994 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Great Northern Hotel Outbuilding UNMR-LR-03 

LOCATION 

Address 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 
CTNumber 
Lot 
AMG Reference 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

Railway Terrace South, Marree 
D.M. and B.M. Stuart 
5174/388 
Pt 130 
Marree 1:250,000 series 618326 (metric 215716) 
Unincorporated 

Nil 
Mound Springs Heritage Survey, 1984 

5/31 
B.O. Rowney 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Great Northern Hotel Outbuilding 

DESCRIPTION 

A single storey building with gabled roof form and sash windows. The walls are of 
sandstone while the roof is of corrugated galvanized iron. This item is of simple 
vernacular construction and demonstrates few architectural features other than the 
four sided bracketed verandah. 

HISTORY 

There is no readily available information about the origin of this building, although it 
could well be the original stone stables. It is evident, however, that it has always been 
associated with the Great Northern Hotel and that it complements the hotel. Indeed, 
the land grant on which the outbuilding was erected was made by the Governor, Sir 
William C.F. Robinson, on 20 February 1894 to Arthur Christopher Kerr, a beer 
bottler of Port Augusta. The area of 1'/4 acres included Lots 113, 129, 130, 151 and 
152 and was made in consideration of a sum of £93-104). However, on 29 March 
1884 Kerr sold Lots 151 and 152 to William Tardrew Perrers and John Barker, 
brewers of Port Augusta, for the sum of £100. It appears that they also purchased part 
Lots 129 and 130 at the same time. Perrers and Barker also had other business 
interests. At various times they were involved in the brewery in Jervois Street, Port 
Augusta, and were part owners of the Hotel Augusta (formerly Wharf Hotel) and 
Suburban Hotels at Port Augusta, and the Cradock Hotel. 

The first lease taken out on the property was by John Charles Luscombe Chapple, a 
well-known northern identity who at one time was the lessee of the Standpipe Hotel 
at Port Augusta. Chapple's lease was for a period of twelve years from 1 September 
1884. In April 1890 the mortgagee foreclosed on Perrers and Barker and John 
Armstrong became owner. However, he died soon after on 19 December 1892 at 
which time his executors managed his affairs until two of them - David 
Fotheringham, share broker of Adelaide and Alexander Low, sheepfarmer of Y akilo 
- took control of the property in April 1897. 

The property passed to William Armstrong Renwick on 5 January 1899. Renwick 
had previously managed a hotel at Quorn while his wife, Johanna, was the registered 
owner of the Greenbush Hotel at Stirling North from August 1890 to April 1901. 
When William Renwick died on 25 July 1899, his executors - William Muir, 
storekeeper of Northam, W.A., Charles H. Winnall, hotelbroker of Adelaide, and his 
widow, Johanna M.A. Renwick- continued to manage the property until February 
1927 when the title was transferred to Charles Winnall, Johanna (she married Charles 
Maynard in 1912) and John S. Malone. They retained the property until March 1939. 

It was at this time that Eugene G. McMahon and his future wife Ada E. Naughton 
became part-owners. The McMahons became owners in their own right on 17 July 
1947 and the family retained ownership of the hotel until August 1989. Owners since 
this time have included Jojola Pty Ltd (1989) and Douglas M. and Betty M. Stuart 
(1990) 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Great Northern Hotel Outbuilding 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The outbuilding is not of particular significance in itself, but it is important for the 
manner in which it reinforces and complements the Great Northern Hotel. It is of 
local heritage significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

z (a) the outbuilding displays historical, economical or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area, and is identified with the history and development 
of the town. 

REFERENCES 

Kinhill Steams, European Settlement Assessment of South Australian Mound Springs, 
Kinhill Steams, Mound Springs Heritage Survey, Adelaide, 1986, llB. 

Lands Titles Office- CT.443/55; CT.458/60; Cf.712/16; Cf.851!23; CT.1093/47; 
CT.2323/104; Cf.4380/180; Cf.5174/388. 

Site Surveyor B.O. Rowney/P.F. Donovan Date(s) of Survey 10.9. and 20.11.1994 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Hospital 

LOCATION 

Address 
Owner(s)/Lessee(s) 
CTNumber 
Lots 
AMG Reference 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

UNMR-LR-04 

First Street, Marree 
Royal District Nursing Society of SA Inc. 
3482/198 
43,44 
Marree 1 :250,000 series 618326 (metric 215716) 
Unincorporated 

Nil 
Mound Springs Heritage Survey, 1984 

6/2 
B.G. Rowney 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Hospital 

DESCRIPTION 

The hospital is simple and vernacular in style and domestic in scale. Of single storey 
with hipped and gablet roof form and sash windows, the building is constructed of 
corrugated galvanized iron and has a return verandah. 

HISTORY 

The first nursing presence in Marree occurred in July 1912 when Nurse Howie of the 
District Trained Nursing Society arrived in the town. However, on occasions patients 
had to be brought to Adelaide for treatment because there was nowhere permanent for 
patients to be admitted in cases of long-term illness or those with infectious diseases. 

In an effort to improve the service a hospital and nurses home was built in 1916 by a 
local committee of the District Trained Nursing Society. The opening was performed 
by the Superintendent, Sister Bidmead, in August 1916. 

In 1938 the name of the District Trained Nursing Society of South Australia was 
changed to the District and Bush Nursing Society of South Australia, and around 
1950 Marree was added to the Royal Flying Doctor Service with a transmitter being 
installed in July 1951. In 1983 Port Augusta began twice monthly clinics with 
Marree. 

The building continues to be used as a hospital linked to the Royal Flying Doctor 
Service. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The hospital is a significant institution in the town and an important community 
facility for which many local people have given a great deal of time and effort. It is 
not a building of great architectural significance, though it is an important corner 
element and part of an important group of three public buildings. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the hospital displays historical, economical or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area, most notably the provision of health services in the 
outback; 

(c) the hospital has played an important part in the lives of local residents, for 
which many have worked and where many have received care and attention. 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Hospital 

REFERENCES 

Kinhill Steams, European Settlement Assessment of South Australian Mound Springs, 
Kinhill Steams, Mound Springs Heritage Survey, Adelaide, 1986, 14. 

Lands Titles Office - CT.3482/198. 
Litchfield, L., Marree and the tracks beyond in black and white: Commemorating the 

Centenary of Marree 1883-1983, Lois Litchfield, Adelaide, 1983, pp. 27-28. 
Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.38313. 

Site Surveyor B.G. Rowney Date(s) of Survey 10.9.1994 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Police Station 

LOCATION 

Address 
Owner(s) 
CT Number 
AMG Reference 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographe~ 

Austral Archaeology 

l 

7 

UNMR-LR-05 

First Street, Marree 
South Australian Police Department 
Gazetted 19 September 1912 
Marree 1:250,000 series 618326 (metric 215716) 
Unincorporated 

Nil 
Mound Springs Heritage Survey, 1984 
Railway Heritage of South Australia Survey, 

1992 

5/37; 13/30 
B.G. Rowney/P.F. Donovan 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Police Station 

DESCRIPTION 

Domestic in scale and style, this single storey building has a hipped and gablet roof 
form (with louvres) and double hung sash windows. The walls are of corrugated 
galvanized iron and fibro cement, while the roof is of corrugated galvanized iron. 
There is a front verandah and at the rear a cell block. 

HISTORY 

Marree was proclaimed a government town on 20 December 1883, the northern most 
town in South Australia proper at the time. While there was a police presence in 
Marree in 1882, the first official police station was opened on 19 September 1883 and 
a portable cell was supplied and fixed in September 1884. The railway also opened 
for traffic in the same year on 7 February. The present police station was commenced 
by June 1912 and cost £1,138-11--D. 

A new fibro asbestos cement police station is being erected at Hergott Springs 
by the departmental workmen. The building contains four rooms, with 
verandah all round, and an outside kitchen, with bathroom and store; a cellar 
has also been provided. Attached to this building is a large charge-room; new 
cells and stables have also been provided. 

In the meantime, the old building was sold and fencing was erected in 1913. The 
building is identified with the early history of South Australia's mounted police force, 
and continues to be used for its original purpose. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The heritage significance of this building lies primarily in its identification with the 
history of the South Australian police and with the establishment of law and order 
throughout the remote interior. It is not particularly significant in itself, but gains 
added significance because of its close association with several other government 
buildings in the town which together reflect the important official presence in the far 
north town. The Police Station is of local heritage significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the building displays historical, economical or social themes that are importance 
to the local area, especially the early police presence and the need to establish 
law and order throughout the remote interior. 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Police Station 

REFERENCES 

Donovan & Associates for National Trust of South Australia, 'Railway Heritage of 
South Australia', Adelaide, 1992. 

Kinhill Steams, European Settlement Assessment of South Australian Mound Springs, 
Kinhill Steams, Mound Springs Heritage Survey, Adelaide, 1986, 12. 

Litchfield, L., Marree and the tracks beyond in black and white: Commemorating the 
Centenary of Marree 1883-1983, Lois Litchfield, Adelaide, 1983, pp. 32-34. 

SAPP 29-1886, p.119; SAPP 29B-1911-12 , p. 98 (description of new police 
station); SAPP 29C-1912-13, p. 99 (cost and notification of sale of old building). 

State Records- GRG 38/15, Record Book of Public Buildings 1838-1925, Vol. I, p. 
801; Vol. IT, p. 107. 

Site Surveyor B. G. Rowney/P.F. Donovan Date(s) of Survey 10.9. and 20.11.1994 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

School 

LOCATION 

Address 
Owner(s)/Lessee(s) 
CT Number 
Lots 
AMG Reference 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

UNMR-LR-06 

First Street, Marree 
South Australian Education Department 
4141/327 
48,49 
Marree 1:250,000 series 618326 (metric 215716) 
Unincorporated 

Nil 
Mound Springs Heritage Survey, 1984 

5/36 
B.G. Rowney 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

School 

DESCRIPTION 

A simple single storey corrugated galvanized iron building with hipped and gablet 
roof form and sash windows. The return verandah and large ventilated roof space are 
interesting features, though the building has few other architectural flourishes. 

HISTORY 

From 1884 school classes were held in the Wesleyan Church but in 1887 the school 
was closed because of falling attendances. However, in 1889 the school re-opened 
and until 1909 was conducted in rented premises until a new purpose-built galvanized 
iron school and teacher's residence was erected by F. Fricker sometime during 1907-
1908 on land granted for school purposes on 20 March 1907: 

Plans have been prepared and tenders called for the erection of a school and 
residence at Hergott Springs. Accommodation for 50 children will be 
provided, and a teacher will have four living-rooms, a passage, bath-room, 
pantry, and back verandah. A shelter-shed will be attached to the school. The 
building externally will be of iron, the schoolroom lined internally with fibro 
cement sheets, and the teacher's quarters with matchboarding. The ceilings 
throughout will be fibro cement sheets. There will be a double galvanized-iron 
roof over the whole of the building, so that there will be an air space between 
the two coverings. The outer roof will be continued past the walls of the 
building, so as to form a verandah right round. Special attention has been paid 
to ventilation, so as to keep the building as cool as possible in hot weather. 
Contract amount, £989. 

The school was completed at a cost of £980. In later years a new Samcon 
construction open space school was built on the site at a cost of $150,000. The old 
building is currently used as part of the school complex. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The establishment of the school reflects the manner in which government service -
education, in this instance - followed the development of communities in colonial 
South Australia. The building also demonstrates something of the importance of 
government enterprise in underpinning the development of many country towns in 
South Australia, particularly those in remote areas. The building is of major local 
heritage significance not only because of its identification with the town and the 
generations of children who were taught there, but also because of its physical 
contribution to the character of the town. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the school displays historical, economical or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area, in particular, the extension of education services to 
the town; 

(c) the school has played an important part in the lives of local residents who were 
educated at the school; 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Marree School 

(d) the school displays design characteristics such as the return verandah and large 
ventilated roof space which are of significance to the local area. 

REFERENCES 

Kinhill Steams, European Settlement Assessment of South Australian Mound Springs, 
Kinhill Steams, Mound Springs Heritage Survey, Adelaide, 1986, 13. 

Lands Titles Office- CT.760/178; CT.4141/327. 
Litchfield, L., Marree and the tracks beyond in black and white: Commemorating the 

Centenary of Marree 1883-1983, Lois Litchfield, Adelaide, 1983, pp. 22-26. 
SAPP 29-1906-07, p.73 (description of school); SAPP 30-1907-08, p. 76 (final 

cost). 
State Records- GRG 38/16, Record Book of School Buildings 1876-1925, Vol. II, 

p. 152. 

Site Surveyor B.O. Rowney Date(s) of Survey 10.9.1994 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Cemetery 

LOCATION 

Location 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 

CT Number 
Section 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

UNMR-LR-07 

Approximately 1 km west of the town of Marree 
E. Davey; E.H.A. Myers; P. Doig; J. Gilgan; R. 

McOid 
512/63 
Cemetery Reserve 986 
Unincorporated 
Marree 1:250,000 series 617325 (metric 214716) 

Nil 
Mound Springs Heritage Survey, 1984 

6/16; 13/35 
B.O. Rowney/P. F. Donovan 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Cemetery 

DESCRIPTION 

Located approximately one kilometre west of the town, the cemetery is divided into 
three different sections: European and European descent, Aborigines and Afghans. 

HISTORY 

Marree was surveyed in October 1883 and proclaimed a town on 20 December 1883. 
The railway opened for traffic on 7 February 1884 and on 23 March 1887 a Land 
Grant - Section 986 of 5 acres - was made by the Governor Sir William C.F. 
Robinson to Edward Davey; Edmund H.A. Myers, storekeeper; Peter Doig, 
blacksmith; James Gilgan, auctioneer; and Robert McOid, butcher, and all of Hergott 
Springs, for a cemetery. 

The oldest headstones in the cemetery, dated 1886, are associated with accidents 
which happened during the railway construction. The cemetery contains three 
sections - for Afghans, for Aborigines and for Europeans. The three groups are 
distinct: the European graves with headstones, the Aboriginal graves without 
headstones and the Afghan graves which are orientated towards Mecca. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

This cemetery is of major heritage significance because of its identification with one 
of South Australia's historic towns and because of the manner in which it reflects the 
major influences in this town. It represents three distinct groups which are identified 
with the history of the region, and it testifies to the significance of the railroad in the 
history of the town and region. 

The cemetery is also historically significant as the last resting place of many of those 
associated with the development of Marree and because it preserves the personal 
history of many of these people. It is also of significance for the collection of grave 
furniture which, in its symbolism, reflects the attitudes of contemporaries to death and 
religion. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the cemetery displays historical, economical or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area which are reflected in the personal histories of 
many of those buried there representing three distinct groups and testifying to 
the significance of the railroad in the history of the town and region; 

(b) the cemetery represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the 
local area, particularly attitudes towards religion and death; 

(c) the cemetery has played an important part in the lives of local residents as they 
have gathered to bury friends and relatives. 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Cemetery 

REFERENCES 

Kinhill Steams, European Settlement Assessment of South Australian Mound Springs, 
Kinhill Steams, Mound Springs Heritage Survey, Adelaide, 1986, 15. 

Litchfield, L., Marree and the tracks beyond in black and white: Commemorating the 
Centenary of Marree 1883-1983, Lois Litchfield, Adelaide, 1983, p. 69. 

Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.49511 , B.49512. 

Site Surveyor B.O. Rowney/P.F. Donovan Date(s) of Survey 10.9. and 20.11.1994 

Austral Archaeology 6 - 103 Donovan & Associates 



Austral Archaeology 6-104 Donovan & Associates 



FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Memorial Cairn 

LOCATION 

Location 
CTNumber 
AMG Reference 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

UNMR-LR-08 

Railway Terrace, Marree 
Railway Reserve- 4303/363 
Marree 1:250,000 series 619329 (metric 215719) 
Unincorporated 

Nil 
Nil 

16/7 
P.F. Donovan 
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Memorial Cairn 

DESCRIPTION 

A memorial cairn with plaque noting: 

ON AUGUST 81H 1939 
1HE SIMPSON DESERT EXPEDITION 1939 

LED BY CECIL T. MADIGAN M.A. D.Sc., B.E., F.G.S. 
ARRIVED AT MARREE AFTER SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETING CROSSING 

THE SIMPSON DESERT BY CAMEL AND CONTINUING DOWN 
THE EASTERN SHORT OF LAKE EYRE 

THE PARTY COMPRISED OF:-
CECIL T. MADIGAN, GEOLOGIST, UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE 

ROBERT CROCKER BOTANIST ALBERT HUB BARD COOK 
HAROLD 0. FLETCHER PALAEONTOLOGIST JACK BEEJAH 
CAMEL DRIVER 
ROBERT SIMPSON WIRELESS OPERATOR MOORIE MOOSHA CAMEL DRIVER 
DA VID MARSHALL PHOTOGRAPHER ANDY BLACK TRACKER 

THIS LATER CAIRN WAS ERECTED BY R.C. SPRIGG AND L.W. PARKIN 
PAST STUDENTS OF DR. MADIGAN IN WARM MEMORY OF THEIR PAST 

ASSOCIATION AND ADMIRATION OF THIS AND OTHER FEATS 
ACCOMPLISHED BY THE EARLIER PIONEERS 

JUNE 1962 
GEOSURVEYS (AUSTRALIA) LIMITED 

BEACH PETROLEUM N.L. AND 
THE GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF SOUTH AUST. 

Underneath the inscription is a map indicating where the expedition went. 

HISTORY 

The memorial commemorates the crossing of the Simpson Desert by Dr Cecil 
Madigan of the University of Adelaide in 1939. Both Dr Reg Sprigg and Dr Lee 
Parkin were past students of Dr Madigan, and all made major contributions in 
advancing knowledge about Australian geology. Dr Sprigg was the founder of 
Geosurveys (Australia) Limited, while Dr Parkin later became Director of the South 
Australian Department of Mines and Energy. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The memorial is of local heritage significance because it records an expedition into 
Australia's interior which was typical of many which began at Marree. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the 
local area namely that of exploration; 

(e) it is associated not only with the expedition of Dr Cecil Madigan but is typical 
of many other expeditions into Australia's interior which began at Marree. 

Austral Archaeology 6-106 Donovan & Associates 
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Memorial Cairn 

REFERENCES 

Litchfield, L., Marree and the tracks beyond in black and white: Commemorating the 
Centenary of Marree 1883-1983, Lois Litchfield, Adelaide, 1983, p. 141. 

Site Surveyor P.F. Donovan/J. Donovan Date(s) of Survey 20.11.1994 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Hergott Springs 

LOCATION 

Location 
AMG Reference 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

.... -. 

UNMR-LR-09 

Approximately 2 km north of the town of Marree 
Marree 1:250,000 series 619329 (metric 215719) 
Unincorporated 

Nil 
Mound Springs Heritage Survey, 1984 

16/3 
P.F. Donovan 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Hergott Springs 

DESCRIPTION 

The spring is unfenced. A bore has been sunk next to it. The overflow from the 
associated concrete tank flows into the spring area. There is a trough outside the 
fenced area for watering purposes. 

HISTORY 

This spring was discovered by Joseph Albert F.D. Herrgott, a botanist, while with 
Stuart on his second journey of exploration on 11 April 1859. The name of the spring 
was changed to that of Marree Springs in 1918 but reverted to its original name on 8 
February 1979. 

Hergott Springs is one of the most historically significant of the many Mound Springs 
because of its identification with the explorations of Stuart and also as the rationale 
for the location of Marree. It was also closely associated with the community of 
Afghans who settled nearby, and the early experiments with date palm cultivation. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Despite its altered appearance this site remains one of major local heritage 
significance because of its historical associations with exploration in the remote 
interior of the continent. Indeed, the very degradation of the original spring 
underscores the importance which it assumed in the early settlement of the area. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) it displays historical, economical or social themes that are of importance to the 
local area and the exploration of the interior of the continent; 

(c) it has played an important part in the lives of local residents as a source of 
water. 

REFERENCES 

Kinhill Steams, European Settlement Assessment of South Australian Mound Springs, 
Kinhill Steams, Mound Springs Heritage Survey, Adelaide, 1986, 19. 

Litchfield, L., Marree and the tracks beyond in black and white: Commemorating 
the Centenary of Marree 1883-1983, Lois Litchfield, Adelaide, 1983, pp. 2, 21, 
94. 

Manning, G.H., Manning 's Place Names of South Australia, G.H. Manning, Adelaide, 
1990, p. 147. 

Potezny, Vlad, (comp.), 'Report on the Mound Springs', Department of Environment 
and Planning, undated. 

Site Surveyor P.F. Donovan/J. Donovan Date(s) of Survey 20.11.1994 
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Residence 

LOCATION 

Address 
Owner(s)/Lessee(s) 
CTNumber 
Lots 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

Sixth Street (east), Marree 
A.A. Moosha 
33ssn9 
231, 274 and 275 
Unincorporated 

Nil 
Nil 

6/8 
B.G. Rowney 
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Residence 

DESCRIPTION 

A single storey building with gabled roof form. The walls are of timber framed and 
clad. The roof is of corrugated galvanized iron. There is a lean-to addition at the rear 
and there is a verandah at the front which is partically enclosed with timber lattice 
work. There are date palms planted nearby. 

HISTORY 

A land grant for Lots 231, 274 and 275 was granted by the Governor to Moosha 
Bullooch, camel carrier and owner, for £8-5-0 on 1 May 1902. At some stage date 
palms were planted on the property. By 1890 a date plantation had been established 
near the Hergott Springs, not far distant, and in 1895 a more extensive operation was 
established at Lake Harry. 

When Moosha Bullooch died on 28 October 1935 title to the property passed to Lal 
Mahomet Moosha, Abdul Ahmed Moosha and Noor Mahomet Moosha as tenants in 
common. Noor Mahomet Moosha died on 4 October 1973 and the property is 
currently owned by Abdul Ahmed Moosha. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The building is of local heritage value because of its identification with the Afghan 
community of Marree. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the building displays historical, economic or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area because of its associations with the Afghan 
community of Marree. 

REFERENCES 

Lands Titles Office- CT.689/46; CT.3355n9. 
Litchfield, L., Marree and the tracks beyond in black and white: Commemorating 

the Centenary ofMarree 1883-1983, Lois Litchfield, Adelaide, 1983, pp. 94. 

Site Surveyor B.G. Rowney Date(s) of Survey 10.9.1994 
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5. RECOMMENDATIONS: PLACES OF LOCAL HERITAGE 
SIGNIFICANCE (cont.) 

5.2.5 Parachilna (UNPC) 

• Prairie Hotel (UNPC- LR-01) 

• Former Railway Station (UNPC- LR-02) 
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Prairie Hotel 

LOCATION 

Address 
Owner(s) 

CT Number 
Lot 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

UNPC-LR-01 

Parachilna 
The Prairie Oyster Co. Pty Ltd, 277 Hutt Street, 

Adelaide 
4189/477 
8, 9 
Nilpena 
Unincorporated 

Nil 
National Trust File- 2546 

5/27 
B.G. Rowney 

---------....__ 

6-115 Donovan & Associates 



FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Prairie Hotel 

DESCRIPTION 

A single storey building with hipped roof form. The walls are of dressed sandstone 
with rock facings to the west and south wall, and random rubble to the north and back 
wall. There are brick quoins and dressings and timber framed double hung sash 
windows. The roof is of corrugated galvanized iron. The original plan of the building 
was 'U' shaped but has been filled in roughly with stone and brick; a small porch has 
been added. A concave verandah is at the front and sides and this has timber posts 
and concrete paving. The verandah roof is of corrugated galvanized iron and is 
painted in red and white stripes. There are four panel doors with side and fan lights. 
An inscription in the sandstone under the centre window reads: 

AD 1905WD 

A timber framed asbestos/cement toilet block and a stone outhouse at the side of the 
hotel form part of the complex. 

HISTORY 

A hotel of wattle and daub construction was the first hotel built in Parachilna and 
stood adjacent to the present hotel. Known originally as the Prairie Hotel, in July 
1883 William Darmody took over ownership of the property from a Mr Jackson. A 
special correspondent noted in the Register of 27 December 1888 that: 

On arriving at Parachilna we went to the place dignified with the name of 
"Hotel," where we were advised to take a meal preparatory to the 28 miles 
drive to Blinman. We had to grope our way into the dining-room, which was 
so dark that it was almost impossible to see anything on the table, or who were 
sitting around it- yet a repeated request for a light on the subject was entirely 
disregarded. There may have been some good reason for keeping us in 
darkness, certainly hardly any one could see what he was eating. The charge 
in "The North" is two shillings a meal in the best hotels, and every shanty 
makes the same charge, no matter how inferior the accommodation. There is a 
large traffic at Parachilna and a good and well-conducted hotel ought to pay. 

However, in April 1890 a Land Grant of one acre - Lots 7, 8, 9 and 10 - in 
consideration of a sum of £11 was made to William Darmody who was noted as a 
licensed victualler of Parachilna. At some later stage work began on erecting the 
present hotel which, in June 1899, was described as: 

. . . The Prairie Hotel, with its iron roof and walls painted white, is on the right 
near the [railway] line, with pepper trees in front and large white sheds close 
by. Here an excellent dinner is served at a most reasonable rate, while there are 
flowers on the table .. . 

In 1905, after a period of six and a half years, William Darmody completed the hotel 
which was built of local stone. Considered the halfway 'resting-place' between Quorn 
and Marree, trains would stop at Parachilna to allow passengers to 'get a substantial 
meal at the Prairie Hotel.' The Register of 21 August 1905 noted: 
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Prairie Hotel 

.. . it is more or less gratifying to be able to note that Mr. W. Darmody is 
rebuilding an hotel of 17 rooms, including a dining room to seat 70 or 80 
people. This town taps the trade of Blinman, where mining operations at the 
old property are in a vigorous swing . . . . Besides enjoying the Blinman trade 
Parachilna taps Moolooloo and Wirrialpa Stations. 

Darmody died on 25 October 1914 and the hotel was sold to James M. Gillick, sheep 
farmer of Cradock, and Michael Darmody, licensed victualler of Bruce, in April 1915. 

Other owners have been William Darmody (1922); Lancelot E. Nicholls (1943); 
Allan N. McLauchlan (1948); Eva E.I. McLaughlan and Ivy R.M. Schultz (1951 ); 
Angus D. McKenzie (1964); Herbert C. Knight, Joyce C. Knight, Ronald D. Knight 
and Betty Knight (1977); Ronald D. Knight, Betty Knight, Robert G.E. Steer and 
Jennifer A. Steer (1979); and Monarch Industries Pty Ltd (1982). The present owners 
acquired the property in June 1991. 

The hotel continues to be used for its original purpose. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The Prairie Hotel is of major local significance. It is historically significant because 
of its age and long association with the development of the town and as a leading 
commercial establishment and a gathering place for local people. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the hotel displays historical, economical or social themes that are of importance 
to the local area, particularly the commercial history of the town; 

(c) the hotel has played an important part in the lives of local residents as a major 
gathering place; 

(f) the hotel is a notable landmark in the area and is visible for quite some distance. 

REFERENCES 

Chronicle, 10 June 1899 (1899 description). 
Hoad, J.L., Hotels and publicans in South Australia 1836-1984, Australian Hotels 

Association (S.A. Branch), Adelaide, 1986, pp. 137-8, pp.439-40. 
Lands Titles Office- CT.537/192; CT.2210/22; CT.4189/477. 
Manning, G.H., Manning's Place Names of South Australia, G.H. Manning, 

Adelaide, 1990, p. 238 . 
Register, 27 December 1888 (description of earlier hotel) ; 21 December 1899 

(reference to trains stopping for passengers to get meals); 21 August 1905 
(description of second hotel). 

Site Surveyor B.G. Rowney Date(s) of Survey 9.9.1994 
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Former Railway Station 

LOCATION 

Address 
Owner(s) 
CTNumber 
Section 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

Parachilna 
Australian National 
353sn3 
Pt Section 7 
Nilpena 
Unincorporated 

Nil 

UNPC-LR-02 

Railway Heritage of South Australia, 1992 

22-23 
B.G. Rowney 
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Former Railway Station 

DESCRIPTION 

A single storey building with hipped roof form. The walls are of moulded concrete 
blocks with rendered dressings to look like concrete blocks. There are timber framed 
double hung sash windows now all blocked up with particle board. The roof is of 
corrugated galvanized iron, and there is a cantilevered verandah which has a 
corrugated galvanized iron roof. 

Railway yards, a water tank, shed, fettlers cottages, three timber framed 
asbestos/cement houses and a metal deck transportable house are associated with the 
railway complex. There is a cyclone wire enclosure to the rear which houses 
Australian National equipment. 

HISTORY 

While not the original station at Parachilna, the railway which ran through the town 
was part of the first section of the Great Northern Railway which many South 
Australians hoped would form part of a transcontinental railway extending across the 
continent from south to north construction of which finally began during November 
1877. The railway reached Hawker in 1880, Farina in 1882 and Marree in 1884. It 
was opened to Oodnadatta in 1891, and after a pause for several decades was 
extended north to Alice Springs in 1929. 

The completion of the railway had a marked effect upon the economics of inland 
transport. Goods could be railed to Farina in one day where previously they might 
take ten to twelve days by dray. 

This southern section of the Great Northern Railway continued to be a vital link 
between Port Augusta and Central Australia until June 1956 and the completion of a 
new standard gauge line between Port Augusta and Telford on an alignment to the 
west of the ranges. This new line was built specifically to haul coal from Leigh Creek 
to the new Thomas Playford Power Station at Port Augusta which became operational 
in July 1954. For a short time before the completion of the new line the coal had to 
be hauled on the narrow gauge line. Thereafter the standard gauge line which was 
extended to Marree in 1957 became the main route to the north. The last passenger 
Ghan travelled on this section of the line on 13 August 1956. Until Marree became 
the break-of-gauge station in 1957, passengers transferred from the standard gauge 
Budd railcar to the Ghan at Copley. 

The line remained open because of the need for the Commonwealth Railways to 
continue working between Hawker and Quom for the carriage of barytes. The last 
train left Hawker on 6 January 1970. 

Following the completion of the standard gauge line to Alice Springs, the narrow 
gauge line between there and Marree was closed on 31 December 1980; the standard 
gauge line between Marree and Telford closed on 10 June 1987. 
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Former Railway Station 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The heritage significance of this item lies in the manner in which it reflects the 
essential nature of Parachilna as a railway town and which is associated with the first 
narrow gauge railway. The station is of local heritage significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the former railway station displays historical, economical or social themes that 
are of importance to the local area, particularly the economic significance of the 
railway. 

REFERENCES 

Donovan & Associates for National Trust of South Australia, 'Railway Heritage of 
South Australia', Adelaide, 1992. 

Lands Titles Office - Cf.3513/200; CT.3535n3. 

Site Surveyor B.G. Rowney Date(s) of Survey 9.9.1994 

Austral Archaeology 6-121 Donovan & Associates 



6. CONTRIBUTORY PLACES 

6.1 CONTRIBUTORY PLACES 

Contributory Places have no actual or intended status in law. They are included here 

primarily because they contribute to the character of the area in which they are 

located. The places are primarily of interest because of their design which identifies 

them as places long associated with the town and its development, although they 

display no evident historical significance other than age to give them any particular 

distinction. 

6.1.1 Blinman 

Burt Street 

G.J. Fischer (Lot 187-cr.758n6) 

Hancock Street 

P. Hill and others (Lot 203- CT.l990/69) 

Mine Street 

J.W. Branch (PtLot 178-CT.l46/125) 
W.R. Mclntosh (Pt Lot 163- CT.l41/42) 
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