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List of Abbreviations on Inventory Sheets 

Each inventory sheet has been given an identification number based on its location. The key to this is 
the following: 

Incmporated areas begin with the prefix IN 

Unincorporated areas begin with the prefix UN 

Towns or areas follow this initial identification and are noted as: 

Beltana BL 
Blinman BM 
Carrieton CA 
Carrieton Environs CE 
Cradock CR 
Farina FR 
Hawker Environs HE 
Hawker HW 
Leigh Creek LC 
:Marree MR 
Port Augusta PA 
Parachilna PC 
Pichi Richi Pass PR 
Quom Environs QE 
Quo m QN 
Stirling North SN 

Geological G 
Mining M 
Pastoral p 

This is then followed by the status or recommended status of the place: 

Already listed on the State Heritage Register SR 
Recommended State Heritage Register RSR 
Recommended Local Register LR 
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1. PLACES CURRENTLY ENTERED IN THE STATE 
HERITAGE REGISTER 

Pastoral places (including those in National Parks) falling within the boundaries of 

the Flinders Ranges Heritage Survey in Unincorporated areas already entered in the 

State Heritage Register are: 

1.1 Pastoral (UNP) 

• Mount Arden Station, 'Old' Homestead, via Quorn* (INQE-SR-01) 

• Ostrich Farm, Emeroo, via Stirling North (UNP-SR-()1) 

• Wills Homestead, Appealina, Flinders Ranges National Park 

(UNP-SR-02) 

• Eddie Pump a Outstation, Aroona V alley, Flinders Ranges National Park 

(UNP-SR-03) 

• Hayward Homestead, Aroona Valley, Flinders Ranges National Park 

(UNP-SR-04) 

• Mail Station and Rubbish Dump, Enorama Creek, Flinders Ranges 

National Park (UNP-SR-()5) 

• Dingley Dell Homestead, Flinders Ranges National Park (UNP-SR-06) 

• Blacksmith Shop, Oraparinna, Flinders Ranges National Park 

(UNP-SR-()7) 

• Wilpena Homestead Complex, Wilpena (UNP-SR-08) 

• Homestead Ruin, Wilpena Pound (UNP-SR-09) 

• Beltana Station Homestead, Beltana- 10319 (UNP-SR-10) 

• Date Plantation Ruin, Lake Harry- 12760 (UNP-SR-11) 

Note: Places marked with an asterisk occur in Incoi]X>rated areas and copies of inventory sheets 
have been included under both council and subject area. 
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Mount Arden Station- 'Old' Homestead INQE-SR-01 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 
CTNumber 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 

Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

Mount Arden, via Quom 
R.W. Foster Ltd 
1953/193 
Pichi Richi 
Kanyaka/Quorn 
6533-3 179235 

State Heritage Register- 13839- 4 March 
1993 

National Trust Recorded List 

26/1,2, 3-5,6, 7-10 
J. McCarthy 
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Mount Arden Station- 'Old' Homestead 

DESCRIPTION 

The random stone homestead consists of the original structure which has been 
enlarged in stages. The random stone is overlaid with ruled tuckpoint lines. The 
original section had an 'M' gabled roof with a central box gutter, and a verandah on 
the eastern side. The roof is corrugated galvanized iron over shingles on pine rafters 
and battens. A separate kitchen extends from the main building to the west. An 
addition has been made to the western end of the original structure between 1909 and 
1911. All the chimneys have been renovated at this time also. The stone original ones 
were heightened with bricks. 

At the rear of the house and to the immediate southwest of the kitchen is a semi
dugout room. This has access via a trap door from the back verandah of the house. It 
has stone walls with brick quoins and brick window surrounds. It also has a most 
unusual feature in the form of a stone roof. This has been built by placing pine logs 
together and laying the stone on top of them; a later corrugated galvanized iron roof 
has been superimpo~ed over this. It also has narrow windows on the south side and a 
corner fireplace in the south-west corner. This may have been a room to escape from 
Aborigines, a cool room or both. According to valuation dockets of the Survyor 
General's Department (PL1681/12), one was built in a similar manner at Moralana 
Station which had a pine slab roof that was covered with clay. 

HISTORY 

Of what used to be about eleven buildings on site to form the headstation complex, 
only the wool store and dwelling house with its sub-basement remain intact. This 
property has been in the ownership of the Foster family for one hundred years from 
November 1894. Before that date, however, Thomas Lees, father-in-law of Richard 
Witty Foster, bought the property in April 1887 for £665. Referred to as 'Mt Arden 
North', the original pastoral lease- Pastoral Lease 50- was taken up 1 July 1851 
by Edwin White and Edwin John Polhill. Sometime before transferring the lease to 
John Taylor in July 1859, he was already using the land for his own purposes. This is 
borne out by the buildings constructed on site, the woolstore of which has a slate 
plaque by the entrance with 'JT 1857' carved into it, denoting perhaps the year of 
construction. 

From December 1867 Pastoral Lease 50 together with part 57, part 264, 274, 344 and 
388 were amalgamated to become Pastoral Lease 1574, with the lessees being E. 
Stirling, G.M. Waterhouse, W. Milne, AL. Elder and S.Tomkinson. From 1 January 
1868 Pastoral Lease 1574 was transferred to William Tennant Mortlock. In April 
1887 Thomas Lees bought the property for £665. 

When the pastoral lease was subdivided, the homestead complex on an area of 118 
acres (Block 538) was sold together with seven other blocks (totalling1014 acres) for 
£1039 as a Land Grant to Richard Witty Foster, executor under the will of his father
in-law, Thomas Lees. Foster ran a store in Quorn and, as well as his business 
interests, was a member of the first Quorn Corporation, Mayor from 1890-1892, 
acquired extensive rural interests, and was a member of the Farmers & Producers 
Political Union. He was also very active in the political life of the State: MHA 
Newcastle 1893-1902; Flinders 1902--06; Commissioner of Public Works 1899, 
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Mount Arden Station- 'Old' Homestead 

1904 and 1905; Minister for Industry 1902; Minister for Agriculture 1905; MHR 
Wakefield 1909-28; Minister for Works and Railways 1921-23; member of the 
Royal Commission on Electoral Law 1914; and member of the Select Committee on 
Sea Carriage 1920. Indeed, such was the esteem in which he was held that a public 
banquet to acknowledge 'his past services in Parliament' was held at the Quom Town 
Hall on 4 June 1902 and was attended by 250 guests including the Premier and the 
Attorney-General. 

During an inspection in 1884 when the land was being surveyed for closer settlement, 
detailed drawings of the station were drawn up with measurements for the house and 
woolstore. The house was described as '6 rooms built of stone one of boards walls 
1'.6" masonry, roof shingles 3 rooms board floor, the rest rough flags- verandah 
paved with flags- very bad state of repair'. The cellar was also described as a 'dug 
out shingle roof 11 x 9 x 5'. For valuation purposes the dwelling was worth £193 
while the stone woolstore was valued at £137. 

According to the Heritage Branch report, the later wing was added between 1909 and 
1911 by Foster's son, William, who took over the running of the station from 1909. 

Before being officially established by pastoral lease, the land around Mount Arden 
was used as a temporary sheep station in December 1845 by John Tennant who was 
hoping to drive his sheep to Eyre Peninsula. He abandoned the venture in early 1846 
because of lack of water and the murder of two shepherds, believed to be the first 
murder of whites by Aborigines in the area covered by this heritage survey. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

This is a significant early homestead in the region as it was used as a base by some 
explorers and others passed through it on their way north. It is largely original and 
in fair condition, and was entered in the State Heritage Register on 4 March 1993. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the homestead demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the 
State's history in that it has strong associations with the theme of pastoralism; 

(e) the homestead demonstrates a high degree of creative, aesthetic or technical 
accomplishment or is an outstanding representative of particular construction 
techniques or design characteristics, namely its stone roof which was built by 
placing pine logs together and laying the stone on top of them; 

(f) the homestead has strong cultural or spiritual associations for the Foster family 
who have retained ownership of the property for over one hundred years; 

(g) the homestead has a special association with the life and work of Richard Witty 
Foster. 
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Mount Arden Station - 'Old' Homestead 
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Ostrich Farm 

LOCATION 

Address 
Owner(s) 

CT Number 
Section 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 

Other Assessments 

Photograph 

Austral Archaeology 

UNP-SR-01 

Emeroo, via Stirling North 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Commission 
3189/31 
7 
Crozier 
Unincorporated 

State Heritage Register - 12702- 14 
February 1985 

Nil 

State Heritage Branch 

7-9 Donovan & Associates 
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Ostrich Farm 

DESCRIPTION 

A simple timber framed and clad homestead with gabled roof, lean-to and verandah 
sleepout to provide extra accommodation. 

HISTORY 

Heritage Branch Report prepared by Iris Iwanicki, 1984 

Ostrich farming in South Australia was officially encouraged with the passing of Act 
274 of 1882. Earlier attempts to "farm" ostrich feathers had been made by Messrs 
T.R. & A.P. Bowman on their land at Campbell House Station, near Lake Alben as 
part of their pastoral activity. (As late as 1890, it appears the Bowman family were 
continuing their interest in the pursuit, for it is mentioned that the Bowmans were 
experimenting with ostriches on Thistle Island.) (Ag. Bur. of S.A. - PROCS. 1890, 
p. 125). During the early years of the 1880's, John Malcolm established an ostrich 
farm at Kangaroo Flat, four miles from Gawler. It was he who impressed the 
Government with the suitability of ostrich farming in the less fertile parts of the State, 
and when the Act was passed, it offered an incentive in the form of a land grant of 
5,000 acres of land in fee simple to the person who was able to raise 250 ostriches for 
a year on land leased for the purpose. Mr. Malcolm and his partner Mr. Bignell 
obtained the first lease under the Act of 3,967 acres in the Western Plains, about 8 
miles north of Port Augusta. [Francis Bignell was a businessman who ran a general 
store at Blinman and who in 1863 opened a small drapery near Tassie's store. In 1867 
he took over Alexander Tassie's drapery business in Port Augusta. In 1870 Bignell 
commenced partnership with Thomas Young, trading as Bignell & Young, a firm 
which specialised in drapery, clothing and fancy goods. In 1873 they opened a 
general store at Port Lincoln and in 1874 another store at Sliding Rock (Cadnia), 22 
km east of Beltana. During the 1870s the firm rapidly developed into the wool and 
shipping agency business, as well as purchasing agricultural land and property. Frank 
Bignell retired from the business in 1881.] 

At the time, the Adelaide Observer commented: "The land does not give much 
promise of success to agriculturalists, but it is said to be eminently adapted for ostrich 
breeding, being very similar in climate to that part of South Africa where the birds 
flourish. Should Messrs. Malcolm and Bignell's efforts be rewarded with success 
they will have found a means of utilising millions of acres of land which now are 
fitted only for pastoral occupation". (Adelaide Observer, 7 April1883). The country 
at the time of selection was "well timbered with acacia, silver wattle, and myall . 
Water, being scarce, was supplied by the Pt. Augusta Waterworks via a 13!4 " pipe. 

Malcolm Ostrich Farming Company also owned freehold land at Gawler and applied 
successfully for a further lease for 800 acres near the Murray under the Act. 
Following a number of applications, the Company eventually did receive a title in fee 
simple. There were however criticisms over the Act, and in 1885 the Editor of the 
Register wrote of "more land muddling", claiming that: "with regard to ostrich 
farming the action of Parliament has directly encouraged land speculation, and it has 
probably destroyed the ostrich industry, for the experience of the Company is not 
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Ostrich Farm 

such as to encourage others to follow who will be unable to obtain the special 
concessions which they have secured". (12 November 1885- editorial). 

Despite the gloomy forecasts, the ostrich fann at Pt. August[ sic] continued until 1916, 
when it was formally wound up (Government Gazette 22 June 1916). In the interim, 
the farm was sold to the South Australian Ostrich Company Ltd. in 1886 
(CT.486/94). The shareholders of the second company included Thomas Richard 
Bowman, James Francis Cudmore, Henry John Hill, J.H. Angas, H.J. Hill and James 
Miller Anderson. In 1887, the company's produce received a first award of merit at 
the Jubilee exhibition at a time when it held a total of 5,845 acres of land (of which 
nearly 4,000 acres were freehold). In 1890, the Directors visited the farm and were 
impressed by the organisation and efficiency of the manager, Mr. Williams. At the 
time, there were 16 breeding paddocks of approximately 6 acres each. A total of 700 
birds, valued at £14,000 were at the farm. It was calculated that each bird would 
provide feathers worth £2 each year. 

As well as breeding yards, plucking corrals and incubator sheds, the farm comprised a 
homestead, vegetable garden and other quarters. A visitor to the farm in 1887 
describes it as follows:-

"The prickly pear and American aloe cuttings planted last year have struck well 
and look flourishing, though as yet of no great size; a large number of big pie 
melons stacked in one place show that kind of vegetable growth has done well 
on the farm. The state of the kitchen garden proves that the sand is not a 
barren one; and the front of the modest homestead indicates that it is no longer 
an establishment en garcon, for a white passion flower clambers over the 
verandah and flowers bloom in boxes all around". 

(Port Augusta Dispatch, 16 August 1887) 

Birds were herded into corrals, blindfolded, and their feathers cut. This was carried 
out when the white quill feather was six months old, the blood vein in the quill having 
then dried up where it enters the wing. The stumps were removed two months after 
cutting. A variety of different feathers were culled from the birds. There were 33 
classes of feathers taken from adult birds and 8 from the chicks. These birds were 
difficult to herd and transport, and although they did not jump the fences, they were 
likely to run blindly into them when chased and injure themselves. 

By 1901, the Company's Director, Mr. J.H. Angas, reported "the drought stricken 
condition of the country was beyond expression". In an attempt to save the birds, 
they were removed to better country around Venara, on Eyre Peninsula. (Adelaide 
Observer, 8 June 1901, 2d.) In an attempt to remain viable, the Directors sought 
reduction of rental for the land due to be renewed under the 21 year lease period. 
"Without this" , the report continued, "it would become impossible to carry on, and 
this bona fide effort to establish a new industry in the State must fall through". 

Despite the vagaries of climate and fashion, the product produced was excellent and 
the farm operated for about 20 years. As well as providing adornment, feathers were 
utilised as feather dusters. When the company finally wound up in 1916, nearly 300 
ostriches were sold to Prior's Court Ostrich Farm near Noarlunga. This company 
persevered with reasonable success until 1926, when the property was used for 
running sheep. 
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Ostrich Farm 

Today, the Ostrich Farm house near Port Augusta can be seen amongst prickly pear 
and aloes, which have thrived since they were first planted in 1886. Remains of 
buildings, yards, fences and vegetable garden near the house show the extent and 
order of the first and most significant ostrich farm established under the Ostrich Farm 
Act in this State. There are a few ostriches left in the area. The current lessee of the 
land has collected these and raised them from chicks, and would like to return them to 
one of the original paddocks in which there is a watering point in the hope that they 
will continue to survive. 

[In the meantime, by November 1986, the public road adjoining Sections 1051 and 
1052, Hundred of Davenport, and adjacent to the farm, have been closed to protect 
fencing and the former dwelling from uncontrolled public access.] 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

At a Regional and State level, the ostrich farm is historically significant as an 
example of the variety of land uses encouraged by the government and the role played 
by prominent pastoralists in utilising any possible productive use of arid lands. As 
such, the farm represents the theme of land settlement in the latter part of the 19th 
century, when adjustment to low rainfall areas became a matter of necessity. The 
farm was included in the State Heritage Register on 14 February 1985. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the farm demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the 
State's history, particularly an endeavour to develop alternative industries. 

REFERENCES 

Agricultural Bureau of SA. Proceedings, 1890, pp. 125-26. 
Anderson, R.J., Solid Town: The History of Port Augusta, R.J. Anderson, Port 

Augusta, 1988, p. 120. 
Brook, John - Emeroo Station. 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources, State Heritage Branch- 12702. 
Douglass, A., Ostrich Farming in South Africa, Cassell, London, 1881. 
Farm, Stock & Station Journal, October 1911, p.17. 
Henderson, Rod- National Parks and Wildlife Service, Port Augusta. 
Lands Titles Office- CT.3189/31. 
Pictorial Australian , June/July 1883, p.87 Supplement. 
Port Augusta Diamond Jubilee and State Centenary Celebrations Committee, 

Historical Souvenir of Port Augusta 1876-1936, Port Augusta, 1936, p. 97. 
Port Augusta Dispatch, 20 May 1881; 10 June 1881; 1 July 1881; 24 February 1886 

(description), 2 May 1890. 
Pridmore, A., The rich valley: an account of the early life of McLaren Vale - 1949 

(1977). 
The Ostrich Farming Act, No. 274 of 1882 (Repeated vide 2168 of 1934) 
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S.A. Government Gazette, 22 June 1916. 
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State Records- photograph B.11939; RN467 
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Ostrich Farm - State Heritage Branch 
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Wills Homestead - Appealinna UNP-SR-02 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 

Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

Flinders Ranges National Park 
National Parks and Wildlife Service 
Unincorporated 
6635-III 812198 

State Heritage Register- 11761-5 April 
1984 

Nil 

22/26, 27, 28, 29; 31/1 , 2, 3 
A. Jenner 
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Wills Homestead - Appealinna 

DESCRIPTION 

This group of eleven ruins comprised the former Appealinna run. All are now in 
ruinous condition without roofs but are still standing. All are constructed of flat local 
stone with a mud mortar. The single westernmost building beyond the stone 
escarpment is the best preserved. It had a gabled roof and two rooms. The eastern 
one, with a large frreplace and slate floors, has the doors and windows missing. 

To the west is a set of yards which utilises the natural cliff face as two of the walls, 
and has the remains of two other hand built drystone walls to the east and south. 
There are also some fig trees and other introduced plantings nearby. 

Further to the east are a group of seven buildings strung out along the edge of the 
creek at the bottom of a fairly steep hill. These are all similarly constructed and vary 
in size from one to four rooms. 

On the south side of the creek is a group of three ruins - one building of three rooms 
with a large chimney, a second with two rooms and a third is a toilet. 

All require urgent stabilisation of the stonework (capping and repointing). Where 
they have red gum lintels for doors, windows and chimneys, these are failing from 
age, fire and termites and require replacement or support. The buildings are all 
substantially intact but require prompt treatment if they are to be conserved. 

HISTORY 

Not a lot of information is known about this early pastoral run or the remains of the 
buildings on site. A Parliamentary Paper for 1865 records that J. Willls took up the 
first lease that became the Appealinna run on 25 February 1856. This lease, Pastoral 
Lease 466, was only sixty square miles and had a short life as Appealinna, for the 
1860s drought forced Wills to abandon it sometime after 1865. Pastoralists Robert 
Bruce and Frederick Johnson Hayward both briefly mention Wills in their 
reminiscences. Robert Bruce referred to Wills as not belonging to the brotherhood of 
squatters in the area but as the 'unwelcome one' who 'seemed to thrive after his own 
fashion'. 

After the lease came up for renewal, the lease became Pastoral Lease 1784 and was 
taken over by J.W. Gleeson, W.L. Beare and A King who incorporated it into their 
Oraparinna Run. Oraparinna along with other properties in the area was bought by the 
South Australian government in 1970. It is now part of the Flinders Ranges National 
Park. 
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Wills Homestead - Appealinna 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The ruins are a testament to the early pastoralists hopes and aspirations for pursuing a 
grazier's life in marginal land. They comprise a complete complex of buildings which 
show the size and nature of an early pastoral run, and they have high archaeological 
potential. They have high interpretive value being located in the National Park. The 
homestead was entered in the State Heritage Register on 5 April 1984. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the ruins demonstrate important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the State's 
history, namely that of pastoralism; 

(c) the ruins may yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the 
State's history, including its natural history. 

REFERENCES 

Bruce, R., Reminiscences of an old squatter, Facsimile Edition, State Library of 
South Australia, 1974 [1902], p. 110. 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources, State Heritage Branch- 11761. 
Hayward, F.J., Reminiscences, Mortlock Library of South Australiana, Adelaide, 

p. 97. 
Mincham, H., The Story of the Flinders Ranges, Rigby, Adelaide, 1983 p. 230. 
SAPP 38-1865, Return of Pastoral Leases, 1851 to 1864. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 3.12.1994 
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Eddie Pumpa Outstation 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s)/Lessee(s) 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 

Other Assessments 

Photograph 

Austral Archaeology 

UNP-SR-03 

Flinders Ranges National Park 
National Parks and Wildlife Service 
Unincorporated 

State Heritage Register- 11764- 5 April 
1984 

Nil 

State Heritage Branch 
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Eddie Pumpa Outstation 

DESCRIPTION 

State Heritage Branch Report: 

'The main dwelling originally consisted of a four roomed pine and pug house with a 
stone fireplace and the remains of a verandah on three sides. The method of 
construction, walls, pine upright posts with gaps filled with pug; chicken wire was 
overlain and nailed (with wire nails) to the walls then commercial sand and cement 
rendering was applied. The fireplace and chimney was constructed of trimmed and 
natural rectangular stones mortared with put then render applied to the outer join 
surfaces. Corrugated galvanized iron sheets were nailed to bush rafters. Only the 
central section of the building remains roofed, the rest was blown off during a storm 
in 1947. 

Several verandah posts are still standing on the south side of the building. Posts on 
the eastern and northern side have perished. Just south of the dwelling the stone 
borders of garden beds are evident. To the north of the dwelling a pine post shed has 
been built. Pine roofing posts are covered with chicken wire to hold the pug in place.' 

HISTORY 

State Heritage Branch Report: 

'Aroona outstation was built in 1925 by the lessee of Oraparinna Station, some 32 
kms west of it, for one of the station's workmen, Eddie Pump and his wife Rosie. 

In 1926 the famous painter Sir Hans Heysen was to spend two weeks there as a guest 
of the Pumpa's.' 

The outstation was entered in the State Heritage Register on 5 April 1984. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

State Heritage Branch Report: 

The building was considered to be of State Heritage significance because it was 
'architecturally important because it is a good example of large scale pine and pug 
construction. 

Historically the item is important because Sir Hans Heysen had lived and painted 
there. Because of its location, on the Haysen Trail, it is a popular tourist attraction, 
and as such has great potential to be used as a staging camp and interpretation centre.' 
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Eddie Pumpa Outstation 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the outstation demonstrates import3:nt aspects of the evolution or pattern of the 
State's history, particularly that relating to pastoralism; 

(g) it has a special association with the life and work of the late artist, Sir Hans 
Heysen. 

REFERENCES 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources, State Heritage Branch- 1764. 

Prepared by J. Donovan Date(s) of Survey July 1995 
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Hayward Homestead 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 

Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

UNP-SR-04 

Aroona Valley, Flinders Ranges National Park 
National Parks and Wildlife Service 
Unincorporated 
6635-III 695369 

State Heritage Register- 117 56- 5 April 
1984 

Nil 

22/22; 24/8, 9, 10, 11 
J. McCarthy 
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Hayward Homestead 

DESCRIPI'ION 

The site features two distinct groups of ruins. There is nothing left of the original 
homestead except for low level archaeological remains (foundations of the 
homestead, low stone walls, garden edgings and a welVspring). There are also the 
remains of a detached kitchen which has a cellar. Only foundations remain and the 
cellar is partially filled. This group is located on a slight hill to the west of the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service car park. 

The second group consists of a partially ruined pug and pine building with stone 
chimney and partial corrugated galvanized iron roof, of four rooms, with gardens 
around it. This is known as the Aroona Hut where Hans Heysen stayed. The building 
has been stabilized and interpreted by National Parks and Wildlife. There is also the 
frame of another smaller hut immediately to the north of this building. This group is 
located on the flat ground to the east of the carpark. 

HISTORY 

Original Pastoral Leases for Aroona- Pastoral Leases 236A and 236B - were 
taken out by Johnson Frederick Hayward on 12 December 1851 and were the most 
northerly leases in the Flinders Ranges until June 1853. 

The station was very quickly refened to as the 'garden of the north' because of the 
head station's setting by a lake which, according to J.B. Austin in 1863, was 'one of 
the loveliest spots I ever beheld'. 

Not much remains of the head station and buildings which according to the report of 
the Valuator of Runs between 1864 to 1968 comprised a six- roomed head station 
made of gum and pine with verandah and detached stone kitchen and cellar. Close by 
were five pine huts, store and harness room, cartshed, blacksmith shop, stable 
stockyards, paddock and garden. Scattered throughout the run were ten pine shepherd 
huts and one stone one. 

Aroona was typical of a station property of the times. Materials close to hand were 
used to build with, which in this case were native pine and eucalyptus. Austin wrote 
'the house is built of large pines, placed upright, trimmed and fitted close together ... ' 
Hayward's dwelling was built by a ship's carpenter, John Wilson, in 1854. He 
described it as 'a splendid Bungalow of 5 rooms and lOft verandah on 3 sides of split 
pine the upright slabs 11ft. high, girded and clamped like a well built ship, and 
thatched well to resist the heat of that latitude'. 

Although the garden was described as one of the most beautiful in the north, all that 
remains of it around where the head station was, are some of the trees planted by 
Hayward. These include the fig and weeping willow tree referred to by Austin. 

Few contemporary reports were written about station life in these early periods but 
Hayward's reminiscences are exceptionally useful in revealing details of the 
environment as it was then, the hardships and the loneliness of such a life. The 
accounts record the labour intensive activity of overseeing sheep, shearing them and 
transporting the wool to the nearest point from where it could be transported 

Austral Archaeology 7-24 Donovan & Associates 



FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Hayward Homestead 

southwards to Adelaide. Hayward took his first wool clip of 48 bales to Burra in 
1851, and from 1853 from the site of where Port Augusta was surveyed. Hayward 
sold his station for £40 000 to W. Marchant in 1862. Aroona is now part of 
Oraparinna which is within the National Park. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The station ruins are a testament to the once famous reputation that Aroona had as 
'garden of the north'. The station was also associated to Frederick Johnson Hayward 
who established the original station and was one of the few early pastoralists of the 
Flinders Ranges to write of his experiences. The ruins have high archaeological and 
information value. The homestead was entered in the State Heritage Register on 5 
April1984. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the homestead demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the 
State's history, namely that of pastoralism and also to the reputation that the 
station once had as 'garden of the north'; 

(c) the area may yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the 
State's history, including its natural history; 

(g) the ruins have a special association with the life or work of Frederick Johnson 
Hayward who established the original station. 

REFERENCES 

Austin, J.B., The mines of South Australia, Facsimile Edition, State Library of South 
Australia, 1968, [1863], pp. 71-73. 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources, State Heritage Branch- 11756. 
Hayward, F.J., Reminiscences of F.J. Hayward, Mortlock Library of South 

Australiana, Adelaide, p. 134. 
Lands Department History Books, vol. 27, p. 3. 
Mincham, H., The Story of the Flinders Ranges, Rigby, Adelaide, 1983, pp. 25, 57. 
Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.50583, B.46222. 
State Records- GRG35/31, PL83, Folio 51. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 23.9.1994 

Austral Archaeology 7-25 Donovan & Associates 



Austral Archaeology 7-26 Donovan & Associates 



FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Enorama Mail Station and Rubbish Dump UNP-SR-05 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 

Other Assessments 

Photograph 

Austral Archaeology 

Enorama Creek - Flinders Ranges National Park 
National Parks and Wildlife Service 
Unincorporated 

State Heritage Register- 11758 - 5 April 
1984 

Nil 

State Heritage Branch 
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Enorama Mail Station and Rubbish Dump 

DESCRIPTION 

A rubbish dump and a ruin. 

HISTORY 

Heritage Branch Report: 

The ruins at the Enorarna site containing a rubbish dump and ruin were identified as 
one of 96 European sites and 143 Aboriginal sites by Betty Ross and William Snoek 
in their report 'A preliminary survey of archaeological sites in the Flinders Ranges 
National Park, South Australia'. Six were recommended for inclusion in the State 
Heritage Register. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The site has been identified as a potential archaeological site which may yield 
information that will contribute to an understanding of the area and the State's history. 
It was included in the State Heritage Register on 5 April 1984. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(c) the site may yield archaeological information that will contribute to an 
understanding of the State's history, including its natural history. 

REFERENCES 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources, State Heritage Branch- 11761. 

Prepared by P. Sumerling Date 13.5.1995 
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Dingley Dell 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

UNP-SR-06 

Flinders Ranges National Park 
National Parks and Wildlife Service 
Unincorporated 
6635- ill 814285 

State Heritage Register - 11760- 5 April1984 
Nil 

22/16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21 
J. McCarthy 
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Dingley Dell 

DESCRIPTION 

State Heritage Branch: 

The site is located in Pantapinna Hill. It consists of a stone holding yard and retaining 
wall, a high stone structure possibly a stable, two low lying stone walls possibly 
foundations for a building, a stone dwelling, the other at the southern end, a stone 
wall to the west of the dwelling, a mound of building stones, possibly a dwelling. To 
the north of the stable on the southern bank of the Oraparinna Creek the following 
structures were located: a stone meat house, a stone smoke house, a dug pit. To the 
east of the settlement along the northern bank of the Oraparinna Creek a stone wall 
has been constructed, although at present its function is unknown. 

HISTORY 

There is no readily available historical information known about this site which may 
have been an outstation for another run. A report of the Dingly Dell Survey Area 
from the State Heritage Branch states that 'the dwelling near the kilns may possibly be 
the hut mentioned on the 1888 Lease By and Improvement Vol. 1 map. The inference 
from this is that Dingly Dell was occupied in 1888 although no reference could be 
found in journals or letters of settlers or travellers.' 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The structures at Dingly Dell represent a scarce example illustrating the complete 
range of pastoral activities associated with pastoral settlements in the late nineteenth 
century. It was included in the State Heritage Register on 5 April 1984. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the site demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the State's 
history, namely that of pastoralism. 

REFERENCES 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources, State Heritage Branch - 11760. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 9.9.1994 
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Oraparinna Blacksmith Shop UNP-SR-07 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 

Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 

Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

Oraparinna Station, Flinders Ranges National 
Park 

National Parks and Wildlife Service 
Unincorporated 
6635-III 824273 

State Heritage Register- 11759- 5 April 
1984 

Register of the National Estate 

35/14, 15, 16 
J. McCarthy 

-
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Oraparinna Blacksmith Shop 

DESCRIPTION 

Ruins for many years, some of the early structures have been rebuilt for use by the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service. The Blacksmith Shop has already been included 
in the State Heritage Register and the National Estate. This structure was identified 
along with six other sites within the Flinders Ranges National Park that should be 
listed out of a total of 96 others within the park. 

HISTORY 

A government valuator visiting the station between 1864 and 1868 noted a dwelling, 
seven outbuildings, woolshed, stock, horse and sheep yard and fencing. There were 
also five huts and two water holes on the run. He valued all the improvements at 
£433. 

A fine pen and wash drawing of Oraparinna Station and all its buildings by an old 
swaggie in 1896 still survives. Although in a naive style, the remains of the buildings 
and the trees (still there) according to Lindsay Best of the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources, are accurately located. 

Manning' s Place Names of South Australia, states that Oraparinna is Aboriginal for 
'tea-tree river'. Oraparinna - Pastoral Lease 231 - was first taken up on 1 
September 1851 by Septimus Boord. But establishing the early Oraparinna Run was 
not successful, for several early hopefuls had taken over the lease and relinquished it. 
In fact Cockburn states that a later lessee 'Henry Scott sold it with all improvements 
to Mr Mugg for a paltry five pound note!' 

From Heritage Files of Oraparinna, it is noted that in 1924 the Oraparinna homestead 
and Aroona outstation were built. The owners of Oraparinna built yards at Deadmans 
in the 1920s-30s and mustering huts and yards at Yanyanna in 1937. Buildings 
continued to be constructed in the 1940s- 50s when mustering huts were built at 
Deadmans and Middlesight Water and an extension to Y anyanna Hut. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

This site is significant because of its identification with the pastoral industry. It was 
included in the State Heritage Register on 5 April 1984. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the building demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the 
State's history, namely that of pastoralism. 

REFERENCES 

Best, L., Department of Environment and Natural Resources - loan of negative of 
painting of Oraparinna Station. 
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Oraparinna Blacksmith Shop 

Cockburn, R., Pastoral Pioneers of South Australia, Facsimile Edition, Lynton 
Publications, Blackwood, undated, vol.2, [1927], p. 251. 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources, State Heritage Branch- 11760. 
Manning, G.H., Manning' s Place Names of South Australia, G.H. Manning, 

Adelaide, 1990, p. 233. 
Pen and wash drawing of Oraparinna in 1896, anon., in private ownership. 
SAPP 38-1865, Return of pastoral leases, 1851 to 1864. 
State Records- GRG35/31, Valuator of Runs, 1864-68, 4 volumes, PL 231, Folio 

218. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 16.5.1995 
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Wilpena Homstead Complex 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 

Other Assessments 

Photograph 

Austral Archaeology 

UNP-SR-08 

Flinders Ranges National Park 
National Parks and Wildlife Service 
Unincorporated 
6634-IV 709071 

State Heritage Register- 13343 - 20 
November 1986 

Register of the National Estate 

State Heritage Branch 
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Wilpena Homstead Complex 

DESCRIPTION 

A group of buildings nestling at the base . of Wilpena Pound comprising a four room 
stone house with hipped roof clad in corrugated galvanized iron, two timber 
structures with gable end roofs clad in corrugated galvanized iron, a two storey sized 
stone store, a stone blacksmith's workshop, and a timber stables. 

HISTORY 

The former Wilpena Pastoral Station has a rich history. The leases for the pastoral run 
were first taken up in 1851 by the brothers Drs William James and John Harris 
Browne. They figured prominently in pastoral history owning many station properties 
in the Flinders Ranges and throughout South Australia. The station was sold to H.S. 
Price in 1861 for £40,000. Before then in 1858, Robert Bruce described Wilpena 
station as: 

... the prettiest place of the North - and pretty it certainly was. Fancy some 
three of four white hatched huts nestling among a group of splendid gumtrees 
and wide spreading pines, the dwellings closely approached in the background 
by low hills ... 

During the diastrous drought of the 1860s, 22,000 sheep ·and 2000 cattle were lost, 
but Price continued with the Browne brothers once again having an interest in the 
property. After Price's death shortly after the leases expired in 1888, Wilpena Station 
was sold in 1891 to John Maslin. In 1924 Wilpena Station was divided into five 
separate holdings. The Pound, which had been separated from the Station property in 
1890, became a National Pleasure Resort in 1945. From 1924 G.W. Hunt obtained 
the Pound lease for grazing in addition to the newly reduced Wilpena which was then 
only sixty miles square. 

During the Hunt's period, four of the original buildings were demolished which 
included the shearers quarters and kitchen. Surviving are the main homestead, 
bookkeeper's cottage, the two storey store, old harness room and stable of slab and 
shingle. The present homestead is believed to date to the 1860s. It was extended in 
1935 by builder Otto Loncke. 

Two graves north of the stables date from the 1860s. They are the graves of Henry 
Ryan, an Aboriginal, and James Clark, a headman stationed at Martin's Well who 
died 1 July 1866. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Wilpena Station is significant for representing an 1850s pastoral complex in the 
Flinders Ranges. It has had long associations with prominent pastoralists and was 
included in the State Heritage Register on 20 November 1986. 
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Wilpena Homstead Complex 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) Wilpena Station complex demons~ates important aspects of the evolution or 
pattern of the State's history, namely that of pastoralism and more recently once 
the area became part of the Flinders Ranges National Park that of tourism; 

(g) the complex has a special association with the life or work of the Browne 
brothers. 

REFERENCES 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources, State Heritage Branch- 13343. 
Old Parliament House photographic collection, 13925. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 14, 15.7.1994 
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Wilpena Head Station, 1910- Old Parliament House, Adelaide, 13925 
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Homestead Ruin, Wilpena Pound UNP-SR-09 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 

Other Assessments 

Photograph 

Austral Archaeology 

Flinders Ranges National Park 
National Parks and Wildlife Service 
Unincorporated 
6634-IV 709071 

State Heritage Register- 11763- 5 April 
1984 

Nil 

State Heritage Branch 
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Homestead Ruin, Wilpena Pound 

DESCRIPTION 

The former homestead building is a simple structure of two rooms. It is built of local 
stone and has a hipped corrugated galvanized iron roof. The central door is flanked on 
either side by a single window. There is evidence of a roofed verandah at the front of 
the building. 

HISTORY 

The small stone house was built by the Hill family who managed the Pound area 
between 1899 and 1920. Although the former pastoral station of Wilpena once 
included Wilpena Pound, the Pound was severed from the main run in 1888 when it 
was leased to August Helling. This was followed by R. Chinnick, J. Devine and J. 
Buckley in 1894. In 1899 the Pound lease comprising 29 square miles was used for 
wheat growing by the Hill family when they took up the lease which they held until 
1920. Between 1922 and 1924 F.W. Gartner held a forest licence for grazing the 
Pound which was declared a Forest Reserve. 

The former Wilpena Pastoral Atation has a rich history. The leases for the pastoral 
run were first taken up in 1851 by the brothers Drs William James and John Harris 
Browne. They figured prominently in pastoral history owning many station properties 
in the Flinders Ranges and throughout South Australia. The station was sold to H.S. 
Price in 1861 for £40,000. Before then in 1858, Robert Bruce described Wilpena 
station as: 

. .. the prettiest place of the North - and pretty it certainly was. Fancy some 
three of four white hatched huts nestling among a group of splendid gumtrees 
and wide spreading pines, the dwellings closely approached in the background 
by low hills ... 

During the disatrous drought of the 1860s, 22,000 sheep and 2000 cattle were lost, 
but Price continued with the Browne brothers once again having an interest in the 
property. After Price's death shortly after the leases expired in 1888, Wilpena Station 
was sold in 1891 to John Maslin. In 1924 Wilpena Station was divided into five 
separate holdings. The Pound became a National Pleasure Resort in 1945. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The small house was built by the Hill family who managed the Pound lease from 
1899 to 1920 and is part of the rich history of the Wilpena pastoral lease that is now 
part of the Flinders Ranges National Park. The homestead ruin was included in the 
State Heritage Register on 5 April 1984. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the homestead ruin demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of 
the State's history, namely that of pastoralism and more latterly once the area 
was declared a National Pleasure Resort that of tourism; 
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Homestead Ruin, Wilpena Pound 

(g) the homestead ruin has a special association with the life or work of the Browne 
brothers. 

REFERENCES 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources, State Heritage Branch -
11763. 

Old Parliament House photographic collection, 13925. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 14, 15.7.1994 
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Beltana Station Homestead 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s)/Lessee(s) 
Pastoral Lease 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 

Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

Beltana Station, Beltana 
R.H. and C.E. Driver 
2304 
Unincorporated 
6536-11 493867 

UNP-SR-10 

State Heritage Register- 13886- 17 July 
1987 

National Trust Classified List- 1812 

33/33, 34; 34/6 
J. McCarthy 
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Beltana Station Homestead 

DESCRIPTION 

The main homestead is constructed of stone with a double gabled iron roof, a 
verandah at the front (north) and on the east side, and a modern addition at the rear. 
The verandah is slate paved and appears to be original. There are three sets of French 
(double) glassed doors on the east side. The front wall features two 12-paned sash 
windows. The gardens surrounding the house within an enclosing fence are extremely 
well kept and contain historic plantings (including date palms). A large stone water 
tank and amenities building form part of the perimeter fence of the house and appear 
to be contemporaneous with it. There is a new stone building to the rear of the house 
which was built in the 1970s according to the manager. 

HISTORY 

Beltana Homestead was built in 187 4 for its manager Nathaniel Edmund Phillipson 
who went on to became a partner with Thomas Elder, Robert Barr Smith and Peter 
Waite. Beltana Station is most associated with this group of people. Before Barr 
Smith and Elder took on the the lease in 1866, J. Haimes took up the 195 square mile 
area on 31 August 1854 as Pastoral Lease 379 and was was responsible for naming it 
Beltana. 

Although Barr Smith and Elder operated many large pastoral stations together, it was 
not until 1898 that the Beltana Pastoral Company was formed after Elder's death in 
1897. The partners also operated Elder Stirling & Company, now known as Elders 
IXL. Named after Beltana Station, the company also operated such large properties in 
the northern areas such as Umberatana, Blanchewater, Murnpeowie, Cordillo Downs 
and Mount Lyndhurst. Indeed, in 1899 an article in the Chronicle noted that: 

. . . the properties of the Beltana Pastoral Company stretch from the southern 
boundary of Beltana for 310 miles, to the northern limit of Cordillo, which 
adjoins the Haddon Downs estate on the Queensland border, while they have 
an average width of about 40 miles. In the length there are but two breaks, the 
first being for 20 miles, contained in Mr. Norman Wilson's Coongy Station 
from Cordillo. On these five stations there are tens of thousands of sheep, 
thousands of cattle, and hundreds of horses, beside 200 camels, 2,000 donkeys, 
and 200 mules. Of the donkeys there are known to be 1,000 running wild on 
the hills. 

Much of Elder's success in the outback can be attributed to his recognition of the 
usefulness of the camel in remote areas. He and Samuel J. Stuckey discovered this 
when they rode with McKinlay's party in 1860 in search of the fated Burke and Wills. 
Elder and Stuckey began introducing camels into South Australia in large numbers 
for use in the outback. Their first consignment of camels arrived in 1866 and were 
first taken to Urnberatana before being brought to Beltana where camel-breeding 
began with Afghans as cameleers. Beltana Station became the first camel stud in 
Australia. From here Australian bred camels were widely distributed for use in the 
outback areas. Beltana also became 'the stepping-off place for many exploring parties 
which obtained camels and supplies there before leaving for the interior'. 
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Beltana Station Homestead 

Beltana Station, and the town of the same name, played a vital role as a depot. Rosalie 
Sluggett wrote ' ... the station was an important depot, with blacksmiths, saddlers and 
wheelwrights employed, as well as men working the station, engaged in husbandry 
and breeding of camels, sheep and cattle, in servicing the station and its employees'. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Beltana Station was the centre of a pastoral region. It was a depot for camels, supplies 
and labor. As well, it was associated with a group of prominent South Australians. 
The station homestead was entered in the State Heritage Register on 24 July 1980. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the homestead demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the 
State's history, namely that of pastoralism, transportation and exploration; 

(g) the homestead has special associations with the life of notable South Australians 
- Robert Barr Smith, Thomas Elder and Peter Waite- and the rise of the 
famous Beltana Pastoral Company. 

REFERENCES 

Australian Council of National Trusts, Historic Homesteads, Australian Council of 
National Trusts, Canberra, 1982, pp. 472. 

Chronicle, 2 September 1899 (quote). 
Cockbum, R., Pastoral Pioneers of South Australia, Facsimile Edition, Lynton 

Publications, Blackwood, undated, vol.l , [1925], pp. 74-75. 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources, State Heritage Branch- 10319. 
Mortlock Library of South Australiana- Research Note 561. 
Mortlock Library of South Australiana- I.J.C. Hantke, Beltana Station Diary 1867-

1876. 
Price, A.G. and Hammond, J.G., Elder Smith and Co. Ltd: the first hundred years, 

Advertiser, Adelaide, 1940, pp. 31-35. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 13.5.1995 
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Date Plantation Ruin, Lake Harry UNP-SR-11 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 

Pastoral Lease 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 

Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

Muloorina Station 
Muloorina Leases Pty Ltd, Muloorina Station, 

Marree 
2401 
Unincorporated 
Marree 1:250,000 series 639351 (metric 234742) 

State Heritage Register- 12760- 25 July 
1985 

Mound Springs Heritage Swvey, 1984 

16/8 
P.F. Donovan 
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Date Plantation Ruin, Lake Harry 

DESCRIPTION 

The ruins suggest that the sandstone bui.lding was simple and vernacular in design. 
The design is of interest to the extent that the homestead seems to have been 
essentially one large room with several smaller rooms having being built around it. 

HISTORY 

Lake Harry Station was first taken up in 1870 by G.R. Debney as part of Mundowdna 
with which it was associated for much of its early history. The first bore was sunk 
there in 1890 as part of a scheme to provide water on the Birdsville stock route. By 
1895 two acres had been enclosed for an experimental date plantation after the 
apparent success of the Hergott plantation which was started in about 1887. Upwards 
of 2000 plants were cultivated in rows under the control of Mr Wilson who also cared 
for those at Hergott. Indeed, a report in the Register of 20.9.1899 noted: 

. . . Out of the 50 Algerian palms sent to Lake Harry some time ago 45 have 
taken root and are making good progress. It will be remembered that these 
palms were presented to South Australia by the French Government. They 
arrived on September 1, 1894, and were planted at Lake Harry in March, 1895. 
They have already borne fmit - not of a first-class quality certainly, but with 
maturity it is expected there will be an improvement. 

Irrigated by bore water, the trees were tended by workers that included an Afghan. To 
gain maximum fruiting, the flowers of the trees were hand pollinated. Despite the care 
and regular flooding, the experiment was not a success and foundered at the time of 
the First World War because of drought and the expense involved. However, 'dates 
produced were sold in Hergott and Adelaide, a total of 263 lbs and 900 lbs marketed 
respective! y.' 

The homestead was built in about 1905 and may have been directly involved with the 
date plantation. Now in ruins, it is part of Muloorina Station. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

This site is significant because of its identification with the industry in the remote 
interior. It was the largest date plantation in the State and is an example of many of 
the efforts made in the nineteenth century to encourage a wide range of enterprises. 
The plantation was included in the State Heritage Register on 25 July 1985. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the date plantation demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of 
the State's history, namely the experiment to encourage ventures other than 
pastoralism. 
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Date Plantation Ruin, Lake Harry 

REFERENCES 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources, State Heritage Branch- 12760. 
Kinhill Steams, European Settlement Assessment of South Australian Mound Springs, 

Mound Springs Heritage Survey, Adelaide, 1986, 20. 
Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.48850; B.47089/6; B.47089n. 
Litchfield, L, Marree and the tracks beyond in black and white: Commemorating the 

Centenary of Marree 1883-1983, Lois Litchfield, Adelaide, 1983, pp. 93-95. 
Pearce, H., Homesteads of the Stony Desert, Rigby, Adelaide, 1978, pp. 43-46. 
State Records- Research Note 490. 

Site Surveyor P.F. Donovan/J. Donovan Date(s) of Survey 15.11.1994 
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2. RECOMMENDATIONS: STATE HERITAGE AREAS 

2.1 CRITERIA FOR STATE HERITAGE AREAS 

As defined by the Heritage Branch of the South Australian Department of 

Environment and Natural Resources, the significance of a State Heritage Area: 

.. . should rest on qualities which are exceptional, not commonplace, and it 
should constitute a continuous and unified area comprised for the most part 
of significant fabric, and relatively free from unsympathetic intrusions. 
Individual places of particular significance within the Area should be 
identified and described. 

The boundary of a State Heritage Area should be clearly defined, following 
cadastral boundaries where possible, and simple in outline. It should take in 
the continuously significant area without the addition of buffer zones. 

2.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

In accordance with the above criteria, there was no pastoral area within the 

boundaries of the Flinders Ranges Heritage Survey in Unincorporated Areas which 

was considered to be worthy of recommendation as a State Heritage Area. 
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3. RECOMMENDATIONS: STATE HERITAGE PLACES 

3.1 CRITERIA FOR STATE HERITAGE PLACES 

Under Section 16 of the Heritage Act 1993, to be eligible for inclusion on the State 

Heritage Register a place must satisfy one or more of the following criteria: 

(a) it demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the 
State's history; or 

(b) it has rare, uncommon or endangered qualities that are of cultural 
significance; or 

(c) it may yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the 
State's history, including its natural history; or 

(d) it is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of 
cultural significance; or 

(e) it demonstrates a high degree of creative, aesthetic or technical 
accomplishment or is an outstanding representative of particular 
construction techniques or design characteristics; or 

(f) it has strong cultural or spiritual associations for the community or a 
group within it; or 

(g) it has a special association with the life or work of a person or 
organisation or an event of historical importance. 

3.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

In accordance with the above criteria, and allied with extensive historical research 

and fieldwork, the following pastoral places are recommended for inclusion in the 

State Heritage Register within the Unincorporated region: 

3.2.1 Pastoral (UNP) 

• Angorichina Station: (UNP-RSR-01) 
Shepherd's Hut 
Shearers Kitchen and Mess 
Shearers Quarters 
Shearing Shed 

• Arkaba Station: (UNP-RSR-02) 
Homestead 

• Arkaba Station: (UNP-RSR-03) 
Shearing Shed 
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• Beltana Station: (UNP-RSR-04) 
Hen House 
Overseer's House 
Blacksmith's/Carpenter's Shop 
Shearing Shed 
Shearers Quarters 

• 'Old' Coonatto Station: (INP-RSR-05) 
Chapel 

• Edeowie Station: (UNP-RSR-06) 
Shearing Shed 
Shearers Quarters/Cook's Room 

• Holowiliena Station: (UNP-RSR-07) 
Homestead 
Stores 

• Koonamore Station: (UNP-RSR-08) 
Homestead 
Store/Accommodation Building 
Store 
Old Shearers Quarters (possible) 
Stables and Tack Room 
Shearing Shed 
Blacksmith's/Carpenter's Shop 

• Moolooloo Station: (UNP-RSR-09) 
Old Homestead 
Gabled Building 
North Building 

• 'Old' Motpena Station: (UNP-RSR-10) 
Homestead 

• Mount Arden Station*: (INQE-RSR-01) 
Old Woolstore 

• Mount Lyndhurst Station: (UNP-RSR- 11) 
Shearing Shed 
Camel Yards 

• Murnpeowie Station: (UNP-RSR-12) 
Office/Store 
Overseer's House 
Homestead 
Stables/Blacksmith's Shop 
Shearers Quarters 
Wool Shed 
Shepherd's Hut 

• Nilpena Station: (UNP-RSR-13) 
Sandhill Yards 

• Umberatana Station: (UNP-RSR-14) 

Austral Archaeology 

Single Men's Quarters 
Shearers Quarters 
Old Homestead 
Blacksmith's Shop 
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• Wirrealpa Station: (UNP-RSR-15) 
Old Homestead 
Current Homestead 
Shearers Kitchen and Dining Room 
Old Shearers Kitchen 
Shearers Quarters 
Shearing Shed 
Minor Buildings 

• Wooltana Station: (UNP-RSR-16) 
Store 
Toilets 

• Yalpara Station*: (INCE-RSR-()1) 
Shearing Shed 
Cottage 
Blacksmith's Shop and Shed 

• Yanyarrie Station*: (INCE-RSR-()2) 
Old Shepherd's Hut 

Note: Places marked with an asterisk occur in Incorporated areas and copies of inventory sheets 
have been included under both council and subject area. 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Angorichina Station 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 

Pastoral Lease 

Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 

Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

UNP-RSR-01 

Angorichina Station 
Oratunga Pastoral Co. Ltd (D. and I. Fargher), 

P.O. Box 276, Bumside 
Oratunga 2276, Artimore 2275, Angorichina 

2316 
Unincorporated 
6635-4 TL844583 

Nil 
Nil 

Shepherd's Hut: 27/25 
Shearers Kitchen and Mess: 27/26, 27, 35 
Shearers Quarters: 27/28, 29 
Shearing Shed: 27/30, 31, 32, 33, 34 
J. McCarthy 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Angorichina Station 

DESCRIPTION 

Sheoherd's Hut 

This is a small one roomed random local stone building with gabled roof built to the 
north-west of the main homestead. It has a single fireplace and a concrete floor. There 
are louvres, a corrugated iron roof and a ceiling of smalled fluted iron. Its door 
appears original. The hut is currently used for visitor accommodation. 

Shearers Kitchen and Mess 

This is a large random local stone two room building to the north of the main 
homestead. It comprises the kitchen at the southern end, has a single large fireplace 
with a cast iron range and a bread oven on the eastern side of it. The connecting door 
to the mess is a stable type in two (upper and lower) halves. The mess room has a 
fireplace at the northern end. The floors are original random slate. The original gabled 
pine roof timbers are intact under corrugated iron and visible from inside - there is 
no ceiling or lining. It has sash windows. The building is in original condition. The 
exterior is whitewashed. Most of the fittings and furniture are original and the owners 
have other pieces which they have moved to other locations on the property. 

The building is currently used by visitors for cooking and messing purposes. 

Shearers Quarters 

This is a large corrugated galvanised iron building with a gabled roof, and is located 
to the north of the main homestead. It was once a long dormitory building with louvre 
windows which has been divided into sections by corrugated galvanised iron 
partitions. 

The eastern most room has a large stone fireplace. The floors are concrete. The 
original pine roof timbers, under the corrugated roof, are intact and visible from 
inside - there is no ceiling or lining. It is currently used for visitor accommodation. 

In original condition, most of the fittings and furniture are also original and the 
owners have other pieces which they have moved to other locations on the property. 
The 1920s bathroom is original and in serviceable condition. 

There is a second shearers quarters building parallel to the original but it is more 
recent and not worthy of heritage listing. 

Shearin2 Shed 

This woolshed is in original condition. Most of the fittings and features are original 
and the owners have other pieces which they have moved to other locations on the 
property. 
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Angorichina Station 

This is a large building to the north of the shearers quarters that is approximately 30m 
x 14m, of native pine uprights with evidence of some pug on the end wall. It is a 
typical shed of its type and features nine shearing stands per side. It has a corrugated 
galvanized iron roof and has a skillion. Some of the original pine yards are still 
extant along the immediate south side of the shed. It is in original condition. 

There is the original Sandford oil engine manufactured by Ronaldson Bros and 
Tippett Pty Ltd of Ballarat Victoria for A.W. Sandford & Co. Ltd, Adelaide, still in 
situ. This has been replaced by a small Lister diesel engine. The overhead drive 
shafts, belts and pulleys are still in situ. The Board is constructed of native pine 
boards. The floors are planked and also have the usual battens. The timberwork in the 
roof structure, which is native pine, is original and evidence of pitsawing is visible on 
the ridge pole and main beams; most other heavy timber beams are adzed. An 
outstanding feature is the original mallee timber gates to the internal pens. These are 
all still serviceable and in good condition. 

HISTORY 

There is no readily available information about the history of the shepherd's hut, 
shearers kitchen and mess or shearers quarters. However, it was during Henry C. 
Swan's management that the region's biggest and finest native pine shearing shed was 
constructed which dates from 1867. As lessee in 1867, he wrote to the valuator of 
credit lands department with regard to some additional improvements: 

I have removed my wool store on the claim valued by you in the shape of a 
stable of 30ft x 18ft with [one of] solid gum corner posts and gum posts under 
the joint wall plates which are double screwed together with . . . bolts and 
paling roof valued by me as at least £100. 

Although Angorichina (Angorigina) and Artimore have separate leases, they are now 
part of Oratunga Station. Angorichina was established as a 35 square mile property by 
Samuel Boord when he was granted Pastoral Lease 312 on 1 October 1853. It was the 
third most northern run at the time along with Oratunga and W. Field's property on 
Pastoral Lease 368. Some time later William Ranson Mortlock was lessee of 
Angorichina as well as Mount Arden and Yudnapinna. Henry C. Swan was the lessee 
for a while in the 1860s until it ruined him financially. Pastoral Maps for 1885 show 
that the property was transferred to Edward Spicer and the lease became Pastoral 
Lease 1591. By the 1900s the family of John Whyte became the lessees. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Shepherd's Hut 

This small intact building is an ingegral part of the station complex. While there are 
numerous shepherds' huts throughout the Flinders Ranges, this is associated with a 
significant group of buildings. Recommended for inclusion in the State Heritage 
Register. 
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Angorichina Station 

Shearers Kitchen and Mess 

This building is in original condition and is being well maintained in a sympathetic 
manner. It is highly significant and is recommended for inclusion in the State 
Heritage Register. 

Shearers Quarters 

This building is in original condition and is being well maintained in a sympathetic 
manner. It is highly significant and is recommended for inclusion in the State 
Heritage Register. 

Shearin~ Shed 

This building is in original condition and is being well maintained in a sympathetic 
manner. It is an excellent example of its type and is highly significant. It is the only 
surviving intact example of its type in the Flinders Ranges and is recommended for 
inclusion in the State Heritage Register. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the structures demonstrate important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the 
State's history in that they are strongly associated with the theme of pastoralism; 

(b) the shepherd's hut and shearers kitchen and mess have rare, uncommon or 
endangered qualities that are of cultural significance; the kitchen and mess in 
near original condition is a rare example as is the shearing shed; 

(d) the shearing shed is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places 
of cultural significance because it is an excellent example of a pug and pine 
shearing shed; 

(e) the shepherd's hut, shearers kitchen and mess, shearers quarters, and shearing 
shed demonstrate a high degree of creative, aesthetic or technical 
accomplishment or are outstanding representatives of particular construction 
techniques or design characteristics. The shepherd's hut is a good example of 
its type, the shearers kitchen and mess is an outstanding representative of its 
particular type and function; the design of the shearers quarters and the original 
early plumbing contribute to its significance; and the shearing shed is an 
outstanding representative of the pug and pine construction technique. 

REFERENCES 

Cockburn, R., Pastoral Pioneers of South Australia, Facsimile Edition, Lynton 
Publications, Blackwood, undated, vol. 1, [1925], p. 93. 

Fargher, I.D.- two photo albums kept by the Whyte family of Angorichina, c.1907-
15. 

Mincham, H.,The Story of the Flinders Ranges, Rigby, Adelaide, 1983, p. 87, picture 
p. 207. 

Mincham, H. and Walls, B., The Flinders Ranges, Rigby, Adelaide, 1978, p. 40. 
Pippos, S., Flinders Ranges, South Australia: the art of a photographer, Endeavour 

Publishing, Adelaide, 1993, pp. 22-3. 
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Angorichina Station 

State Records - GRG35/3, Surveyor-General's Office valuator/valuations, credit 
land department, letter 9 March 1867 from Henry Swan to Surveyor-General's 
Office. 

Mortlock Library photographic collection, 1875 photo of Angorichina shearing shed 
(number not identified) also B.20608, B.27616. 

Survey Department, Pastoral Map for 1885. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 17.11.1994 
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Angorichina Station 

Top: General view of shearers quarters 
Bottom: General view of fireplace in shearers quarters 
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Angorichina Station 

Top: 
Bottom: 

General view of shearing shed to north-east 
General view of shearing shed to north-west 
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Angorichina Station 

Top: 
Bottom: 

Detail view of mallee gate in shearing shed 
General view of shepherd's hut 
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Arkaba Station - Homestead UNP-RSR-02 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 

Owner(s)/Lessee(s) 
Pastoral Lease 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Filrn!Neg Number 
Photographer 

Arkaba Station, Hawker-Wilpena Road, via 
Hawker 

D. and E. Rasheed, c/- Post Office, Hawker 
CL 324/55 
Moralana 
Unincorporated 
Warcowie 6634-III, 646845 

Nil 
Nil 

32/5,6 
J. McCarthy 

View of north-east corner of homestead with mature date palms - said to be from 
Lake Harry 
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Arkaba Station - Homestead 

DESCRIPTION 

The earler section of the random rubble homestead is approximately sixty feet square 
with verandahs. It has a hipped roof which is covered in corrugated iron. There are 
French windows on the facade with wooden lintels over them. The newer section of 
the homestead which appears to have been added around the 1920s, is also in stone 
with a hipped roof. The additon doubles the size of the homestead. 

Some rooms of the older section of the homestead have fine fluted corrugated iron 
ceilings. The homestead has been extensively renovated to suit modern day 
requirements but has lost none of its charm or character. The entire homestead has 
been painted white and is set in a mature garden with two palms. 

HISTORY 

The Arkaba homestead, dates from two periods. The earlier section was built 
sometime before 1864 and there are two government records that refer to it. In a 
report named 'Revaluation of Crown Lands under Use' and dated 1864, the following 
information was reported for Arkaba, Pastoral Lease 76: 

Improvements at headstation 6 room substantial stone house, with verandah, 
detached pine kitchen, stone cellar, stone store and shed, overseers pine hut (3 
rooms), 3 pine huts, stone cottage (3 rooms) outhouses, smiths shop, at eating 
house, concrete store, 6 room pise house, 2 room pine hut, stable yard and 
winlass well, on run 12 pine huts, value £1904. 

Arkaba pastoral lease was resumed for closer settlement in 1895 during another 
drought period. The new buyer, defeated bydrought conditions walked off the station 
to be taken over in 1904 by Otto Bartholomaues. The second stage of the homestead 
appears to date to about the turn of the century or shortly after. Photographs taken in 
the early 1900s show the earlier homestead building with two young palms. The 
palms, which are still flourishing, were brought from the Lake Harry date plantation 
north of the Flinders Ranges according to recent information given to Mr and Mrs 
Rasheed. 

Arkaba comprised several pastoral leases so that by 1856 it was over 230 square 
miles. The first lease was Pastoral Lease 76 comprising 105 square miles taken out by 
the brothers W.L. and J.H. Browne on the 1 July 1851. To this was added Pastoral 
Lease 271A, 34 square miles in May 1853; Pastoral Lease 429, 42 square miles in 
October 1855; Pastoral Lease 447, 40 square miles in April 1856; and Pastoral Lease 
455, 11 square miles in January 1856. The brothers Browne sold their Arkaba leases 
in 1862, J.H. Browne explaining in the 1867 inquiry into Northern Runs that 'it never 
paid interest on the outlay'. On this land according to SAPP 179-1864 on the 
'Carrying capabilities of runs' the lessee was required to carry at least 25,275 sheep on 
the land. After the diastrous droughts of the mid 1860s this expectation was reduced. 
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Arkaba Station - Homestead 

With the demand by farmers for agricultural land in this area, Arkaba succumbed to 
the fate of being cut up into farming lots from 1895 along with nearby Warcowie. 
Nearby Wilpena Station remained intact. Simultaneously, there was a devastating 
drought from 1895 to 1904 in which one owner walked off the one part of Arkaba 
land containing 16000 hectacres and the original headquarters of the old station 
which could not even be sold for £25. The station's fortunes were turned around when 
Otto Bartholomaues took up the lease in 1904 and built dingo-proof fences two 
metres high. Son Frank, who was born in 1899, was still living on the station in 
1983. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

This building dates from the period when the original Arkaba pastoral lease was cut 
up for use as agricultural land. The construction of a substantial homestead represents 
the more permanent type of land tenure and is very much a villa type rather than that 
of the cottage style. Recommended for inclusion in the State Heritage Register. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the homestead demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the 
State's history in that it is strongly associated with the theme of pastoralism; 

(g) the homestead has a special association with the life of the Bartholomaues' 
family. 

REFERENCES 

Bruce, R., Reminiscences of an old squatter, Facsimile Edition, State Library of 
South Australia, Adelaide [1902] 1974. 

Hilder, Phyllis, Urrbrae- photographs of Arkaba in the early 1900s. 
Klix, F., Flinders Ranges landscapes, Rigby, Adelaide, 1970. 
Lands Department History Books, Vol. 27/3 
Mincharn, H.,The Story of the Flinders Ranges, Rigby, Adelaide, 1983, pp. 25, 72, 

74, 169, 173. 
Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.36620, B.36621. 
Pippos, S., The Flinders Ranges, South Australia: the art of a photographer, 

Endeavour Publishing, Adelaide, 1993, pp. 8-9. 
SAPP 105B-1864, Revaluation of Crown Lands under Use, Valuation No. 56 for 

Arkaba. 
SAPP 14-1867, Northern Runs. 
State Records- GRG 35/654/1864, Revaluation of Crown Lands under Use. 
Survey Records Field Book, No. 1896, pp. 1-28. 
Survey Records, Hundred of Moralana, Folio 9, 20 April1895. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 21.3.1995 
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Arkaba Station 

View of rear of house and connected outbuilding 
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Arkaba Station - Shearing Shed UNP-RSR-03 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 

Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 
Pastoral Lease 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Arkaba Station, Hawker-Wilpena Road, via 
Hawker 

D. and E. Rasheed, c/- Post Office, Hawker 
CL.324/55 
Moralana 
Unincorporated 
Warcowie 6634-III, 646845 

Nil 
Nil 

21/3,4, 5, 6 
J. McCarthy 

View of shearing shed to the south-east 
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Arkaba Station - Shearing Shed 

DESCRIPTION 

This is a stone building with a gabled corrugated galvanized iron roof. It is 
constructed in a 'T' shape with the pens and stands in the top of the 'T' and the former 
wool store in the stem of the 'T'. This latter part has an intact cobbled floor made from 
river stones. The rails and posts of the internal pens appear to be mainly original. 
New yards have been constructed on the east side of the building which has a north
south orientation. 

HISTORY 

According to Hans Mincham, the Arkaba shearing shed, which is close to the main 
road, was rebuilt after the Second World War with part of the original shed surviving 
to the rear. 

Arkaba comprised several pastoral leases so that by 1856 it was over 230 square 
miles. The first lease was Pastoral Lease 76 comprising 105 square miles taken out by 
the brothers W.L. and J.H. Browne on the 1 July 1851. To this was added Pastoral 
Lease 271A, 34 square miles in May 1853; Pastoral Lease 429, 42 square miles in 
October 1855; Pastoral Lease 447,40 square miles in April1856; and Pastoral Lease 
455, 11 square miles in January 1856. The brothers Browne sold their Arkaba leases 
in 1862, J.H. Browne explaining in the 1867 inquiry into Northern Runs that 'it never 
paid interest on the outlay'. On this land according to SAPP 179-1864 on the 
'Carrying capabilities of runs' the lessee was required to carry at least 25,275 sheep on 
the land. After the diastrous droughts of the mid 1860s this expectation was reduced. 

With the demand by farmers for agricultural land in this area, Arkaba succumbed to 
the fate of being cut up into farming lots from 1895 along with nearby Warcowie. 
Nearby Wilpena Station remained intact. Simultaneously, there was a devastating 
drought from 1895 to 1904 in which one owner walked off the one part of Arkaba 
land containing 16000 hectacres and the original headquarters of the old station which 
could not even be sold for £25. The station's fortunes were turned around when Otto 
Bartholomaues took up the lease in 1904 and built dingo-proof fences two metres 
high. Son Frank, who was born in 1899, was still living on the station in 1983. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The shearing shed is a dominant element in the landscape on the main road to 
Wilpena. No other buildings of the station are visible from this main road. 

The heritage significance of the item lies in its identification with the early pastoral 
history of the region and the fact that it is still used for its original purpose. The 
woolshed floor of the original part of the shed is unusual. Reccommended for 
inclusion in the State Heritage Register. 
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Arkaba Station - Shearing Shed 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the shearing shed demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of 
the State's history in that it is strongly associated with the theme of pastoralism; 

(b) the shearing shed demonstrates a high degree of creative, aesthetic or technical 
accomplishment or is an outstanding representative of particular construction 
techniques or design characteristics. The cobbled floor is the only example 
noted in the entire survey. 

REFERENCES 

Bruce, R., Reminiscences of an old squatter, Facsimile Edition, State Library of 
South Australia, Adelaide, 1974 [1902]. 

Klix, F., Flinders Ranges landscapes, Rigby, Adelaide, 1970. 
Lands Department History Books, vol. 27/3 
Mincham, H.,The Story of the Flinders Ranges, Rigby, Adelaide, 1983, pp. 25, 72, 

74, 169, 173. 
Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.36620, B.36621. 
Pippos, S., The Flinders Ranges South Australia: the art of a photographer, 

Endeavour Publishing, Adelaide, 1993, pp. 8- 9. 
SAPP 14-1867, Northern Runs. 
Survey Records Field Book, No. 1896, pp. 1-28. 
Survey Records, Hundred of Moralana, Folio 9, 20 April1895. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 13.7.1994 
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Internal view of old fencing reused in newer portion of shearing shed 
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Beltana Station 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 
Pastoral Lease 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 

Photographer 

Beltana Station, Beltana 
R.H. and C.E. Driver 
2304 
Unincorporated 
6536-II 493867 

Nil 
Nil 

Hen House: 33/35 

UNP-RSR-04 

Overseer's House: 33/36; 34/5 
Blacksmith's/Carpenter's Shop: 34/1 
Shearing Shed: 34/2 
Shearers Kitchen: 34/4 
Store, petrol pump and garage: 34/3 
J. McCarthy 

General view of hen house at rear of main homestead 
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Beltana Station 

DESCRIPTION 

The complex is intact and appears to be kept in· pristine condition. New buildings 
constructed in the 1970s have been built ·of stone and sympathetically designed. The 
integrity of the place is high. All the main buildings are located on a rise and are 
prominent. There is a new stone building to the rear of the homestead (already listed 
in the State Heritage Register) which was built in the 1970s according to the 
manager. 

Hen House 

Further to the south of the homestead is an old stone building with a gabled 
corrugated galvanized iron roof and parapets. This has no windows but features 
distinctive slit vent holes high on the east and west walls and a single door on the 
north side. The former function is unknown but it is now used as a hen house. 

Oyerseer's House 

This is constructed of white painted stone and has a gabled corrugated galvanized 
iron roof. It has a verandah on the south side and a skillion at the rear (north side). 
To the west of the overseer's house is a large stone cairn commemorating Giles 
expedition to Western Australia in 1875. 

Blacksmith's/Caroenter's Shop 

This long building to the west of the overseers house has been tentatively identified 
as the blacksmiths and/or carpenters shop and accommodation. It is constructed of 
white painted stone and has a gabled corrugated galvanized iron roof with parapets. It 
has three main parts: an accommodation room with fireplace at the western end and 
skillion addition at the rear (north side); a central section which has a large double 
door size opening which could have housed implements or horses; the eastern end 
which appears to be a storage area. There are two four-pane casement windows. 

Shearin~ Shed 

The shearing shed has white painted stone walls and a gabled corrugated galvanized 
iron roof with some clear glass skylights. The roof timbers are sawn timbers with 
.steel king bolts; some of the roofing iron is the "Guinea" brand. The roof does not 
·appear to be original and may have been replaced at some stage. The northern end of 
the shed is slate paved and is the pressing and baling area. The engine room is on the 
eastern side and features a two cylinder Lister engine. There are eight shearing stands 
on the eastern side. The pens do not appear to be original. 

Shearers Quarters 

This building is constructed of white painted stone and has a gabled corrugated 
galvanized iron roof. There are ten rooms for shearers. These have had new doors and 
louvre windows fitted. The kitchen and mess are at the western end. The kitchen has 
had a gas range fitted to the top of the old wood stove. There is a separate bedroom to 
the west of the kitchen - probably for the cook. There is a bread oven off the kitchen 
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but access to it has been blocked. The kitchen and mess rooms have been fitted with 
aluminium sliding windows. There is a modern brick amenities block to the 
immediate south of the shearers quarters. 

Two buildings and horse yards are located on the lower level alongside the main 
access track from the Beltana road. These were not inspected but appear to be a meat 
safe and and a stone shed. 

The stone store and nearby petrol pump and fuel tanks are 1970s additions as is the 
stone garage with steel roof trusses. This latter building has an implement shed at the 
rear (western side). 

HISTORY 

Beltana Homestead was built in 1874 for its manager Nathaniel Edmund Phillipson 
who went on to . became a partner with Thomas Elder, Robert Barr Smith and Peter 
Waite. Beltana Station is most associated with this group of people. Before Barr 
Smith and Elder took on the the lease in 1866, J. Haimes took up the 195 square mile 
area on 31 August 1854 as Pastoral Lease 379 and was was responsible for naming it 
Beltana. 

Although Barr Smith and Elder operated many large pastoral stations together, it was 
not until 1898 that the Beltana Pastoral Company was formed after Elder's death in 
1897. The partners also operated Elder Stirling & Company, now known as Elders 
IXL. Named after Beltana Station, the company also operated such large properties in 
the northern areas such as Umberatana, Blanchewater, Murnpeowie, Cordillo Downs 
and Mount Lyndhurst. Indeed, in 1899 an article in the Chronicle noted that: 

. .. the properties of the Beltana Pastoral Company stretch from the southern 
boundary of Beltana for 310 miles, to the northern limit of Cordillo, which 
adjoins the Haddon Downs estate on the Queensland border, while they have 
an average width of about 40 miles. In the length there are but two breaks, the 
first being for 20 miles, contained in Mr. Norman Wilson's Coongy Station 
from Cordillo. On these five stations there are tens of thousands of sheep, 
thousands of cattle, and hundreds of horses, beside 200 camels, 2,000 donkeys, 
and 200 mules. Of the donkeys there are known to be 1 ,000 running wild on 
the hills. 

Much of Elder's success in the outback can be attributed to his recognition of the 
usefulness of the camel in remote areas. He and Samuel J. Stuckey discovered this 
when they rode with McKinlay's party in 1860 in search of the fated Burke and Wills. 
Elder and Stuckey began introducing camels into South Australia in large numbers 
for use in the outback. Their first consignment of camels arrived in 1866 and were 
first taken to Umberatana before being brought to Beltana where camel-breeding 
began with Afghans as cameleers. Beltana Station became the first camel stud in 
Australia. From here Australian bred camels were widely distributed for use in the 
outback areas. Beltana also became 'the stepping-off place for many exploring parties 
which obtained camels and supplies there before leaving for the interior'. 
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Beltana Station, and the town of the same name, played a vital role as a depot. 
Rosalie Sluggett wrote ' ... the station was an important depot, with blacksmiths, 
saddlers and wheelwrights employed, as well as men working the station, engaged in 
husbandry and breeding of camels, sheep and cattle, in servicing the station and its 
employees'. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The Beltana Station complex is of high cultural significance. It played an important 
role in the State's pastoral and exploration history. It has links with the Afghans and 
the use of camels for transportation. It is physically intact and contains most of its 
original elements. It is well maintained and continues to be used for. its original 
function. 

Presently the homestead is listed in the State Heritage Register- No. 10319. It is 
recommended that the remaining buildings around the homestead be included in the 
State Heritage Register and known as the Beltana Station Complex. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the complex demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the 
State's history in that it has links with the main themes of pastoralism, 
exploration and transportation; 

(g) the complex has a special association with the life or work of Thomas Elder and 
the rise of the famous Beltana Pastoral Company. 

REFERENCES 

Australian Council of National Trusts, Historic Homesteads, Australian Council of 
National Trusts, Canberra, 1982, pp. 472. 

Chronicle, 2 September 1899 (quote). 
Cockbum, R. , Pastoral Pioneers of South Australia, Facsimile Edition, Lynton 

Publications, Blackwood, undated, vol.l, [1925] pp. 74-75. 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources, State Heritage Branch - No. 

10319. 
Mortlock Library of South Australiana- Research Note 561. 
Mortlock Library of South Australiana- I.J.C. Hantke, Beltana Station Diary 1867-

1876. 
Price, A. G. and Hammond, J.G., Elder Smith and Co. Ltd: the first hundred years, 

Advertiser, Adelaide, 1940, pp. 31-35. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 13.5.1995 
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Top: General view of overseer's house 
Bottom: General view of blacksmiths and carpenter's shop 
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Beltana Station 

Top: General view of shearing shed 
Bottom: General view of shearers kitchen, mess and quarters 
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'Old' Coonatto Station- Chapel INP-RSR-05 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 
CT Number 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Coonatto Station, via Canieton 
Lock Family (Doris Edna and son John) 
5232/363 
Mount Remarkable 
Moockra 6533:II 530012 

Nil 
Nil 

21/21, 22, 23, 24 
J. McCarthy 

General view of chapel of south side. Note window in west wall 
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DESCRIPTION 

This single storey bluestone building with gabled corrugated galvanized iron roof is 
in relatively good condition except that part of the outside skin of the southern wall is 
breaking away and needs attention. The cellar or basement has two fireplaces and, 
according to the current owner, was originally constructed as a place for the women 
and children to hide from Aboriginal attacks. A large extension to this 
cellar/basement extends to the south of the building. This was reputedly only ever 
partly constructed to its present state and never completed. 

There are three pairs of distinctive double doors. Lower sections are of wooden 
panels while the upper sections are ten-panel glass. The double casement window in 
the eastern end wall has a distinctive style of three large square panes and three 
narrow panes per window. This style matches the glass in the double doors of the 
south-west building (see separate sheet). The western end has a curved pointed 
ecclesiastical window. The wooden frame from this has been dislodged and is lying 
on the ground nearby. 

HISTORY 

Important as the southernmost of the original Hugh Pro by holdings, the Coonatto run 
included Yanyarrie and Bendleby as substations. All three were sited on permanent 
water which (a) threw them into early conflict with the Aborigines and (b) ensured 
their survival. Coonatto was distinctive as it was totally walled against Aboriginal 
attack. The buildings were in a quadrangle with a large walled yard enclosing some of 
the outer buildings such as the church. The revoking of leases in 1875 in favour of 
smaller agricultural holdings broke up Coonatto. The wheat farmers then quarried the 
large amounts of stone walling from the Coonatto properties to build their own 
houses. 

Coonatto was once one of the largest pastoral leases in the southern Flinders Ranges 
but was cut up along with many stations south of Wilpena Station when the demand 
for agricultural land was intensified through the early 1870s and 1880s. All that is left 
intact is the church. The name of the former station is perpetuated in the Hundred of 
Coonatto. 

Coonatto, along with Kanyaka leases, was taken out by an earl's son, Hugh Proby, in 
1851. When he drowned in 1852 crossing a flooded Willochra Creek, the Coonatto 
lease was taken up by brothers Alexander and Frederick Grant who built up the size 
of the station to exceed 2330 square kilometres. They were also responsible for 
creating a 'model station' which was described by W. Jessop in 1862: 

Coonatto is a very orderly station. The buildings are arranged in quadrangular 
form, and the whole inclosed by walls and gates, so that the interior resembles 
a small town, the various offices being arranged in their proper street, and in 
some places grouped into courts. Everything connected with Coonato bears the 
same token of cleaninless and care. The Bachelors' Hall, usually the sleeping 
place of strangers, is here a bedroom as good as any hotel can furnish .. . The 
house is noted as the best residence in the north, and its owners among the 
most hospitable and best-bred people in the Colony .. . 
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The station was also seen as a role model for what could be done for the welfare of 
employees of stations and the education of their children. It was noted by a 
government inquiry into pastoral lease valuations of 1864 that with longer term 
leases, station leaseholders with their families were more likely to live on their 
stations and create a sense of permanency by good housing and conditions as well as 
providing schooling for the many children living on the bigger stations. Coonatto not 
only had its own place of worship but provided schooling for station children. This 
was noted in the inquiry as what other stations could aspire to if the terms of pastoral 
leases were improved. 

The chapel, which was built shortly after Jessop's visit, reflects the Grant's concern 
for the welfare of their employees and their children as well as their spiritual care. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The chapel and the surviving station buildings form part of one of the most 
substantial early station complexes in the Flinders Ranges. It is also a rare item for no 
other station in the region had a purpose-built chapel/school, although examples 
survive on Eyre Peninsula. 

This building is a highly significant element of the original complex and its heritage 
significance lies in its identification with the early pastoral history of the region. It is 
recommended for inclusion in the State Heritage Register. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the chapel demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the 
State's history in that it has strong associations with the themes of religion, 
education and pastoralism; 

(d) the chapel is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of 
cultural significance and is rare as no other station in the region had a purpose
built chapel/school. 

REFERENCES 

Chronicle, 3 June 1899 (brief description of station given by a reporter passing 
through on the train). 

Jessop, W., Flindersland and Sturtland or, The inside and outside of Australia, 
Bentley, London, 2 vols, 1862. 

Lands Department History Books, vol. 13/14. 
Mincham, H., The Story of the Flinders Ranges, Rigby, Adelaide, 1983, pp. 60-1. 
Mincham, H. and Wall, B., The Flinders Ranges, Rigby, Adelaide, picture of church, 

1978. 
Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.8015. 
SAPP 213-1864, Pastoral Lease valuations, pp. 71-2. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date of Survey 
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General view of east end of chapel 
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Edeowie Station 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 
Pastoral Lease 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 

Photographer 

UNP-RSR-06 

Edeowie Station 
R. and J.A. Nutt, via Hawker 
Perpetual Lease 12918 
Edeowie 
Unincorporated 
6535-2 579179 

Nil 
Nil 

Shearing Shed: 26/11, 12, 13 
Shearers Quarters/Cook's Room: 26/16, 17 
J. McCarthy 

General view of shearing shed to the south-east 
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DESCRIPTION 

Sbearin2 Shed 

This is a large and distinctive stone shearing shed and wool store that is in good 
condition. The western end wall has two high nine-pane windows and three large 
double wooden doors. It has ten stands per side, but those on the northern side have 
been blocked off with masonry and only those on the southern side are in use. 
Internally most of the pens and structural timbers are original. Most of the upright 
bush pine posts have been replaced by large circular sawn posts. The wool store floor 
is concrete. A small section at the western end of the roof has been replaced. Some of 
the original palings are evident under the corrugated galvanised iron on the central 
southern section of the roof. The yards outside the shed on the southern side are 
relatively modern but have some old cobbled surfaces as does the western 
entranceway. The shearing gear was originally powereed by a Blackstone engine 
which is gone but the foundation is still in situ. A Southern Cross 6hp engine now 
rests partly on this foundation. The stands are currently being converted to electricity. 
The floor in the engine room is constructed of large pieces of slate. 

Shearers Quarters/Cook's Room 

This is a long rectangular stone building with gable roof of corrugated galvanised 
iron over shingles on native pine frame. The building comprises the shearers kitchen 
at the south end, a mess room immediately next to it, and then accommodation 
quarters. A separate cook's quarters is attached to the south of the kitchen. The 
kitchen contains a large original range and a bread oven on the west side. The floors 
are made of concrete. There is a cobbled stone verandah along the length of the 
eastern side. To the south of the cook's quarters is a meat safe building in original 
condition with turpentine bushes woven into the outside fabric (said to discourage 
flies) . There are louvres on the eastern side and hoppers on the western side. 

There is another more recent corrugated galvanised iron shearers quarters building to 
the west. This was brought from the Brachina homestead and is not significant. 

All Edeowie buildings were repaired and whitewashed by a stonemason about six or 
seven years ago according to Roger Nutt. 

HISTORY 

Because of its unusual facade, this Dutch gable form shearing shed is a much 
photographed building in the Flinders Ranges. Measured drawings of the shed and 
other station buildings appear in the Survey for the Hundred of Edeowie in 1881 prior 
to the pastoral run being subdivided into three large blocks. 

The plans of the station buildings record that the shearing shed was 100ft x 48ft. At 
the end of the shed, which housed the feeding pens, the roof was of gable form, while 
a hipped roof was at the opposite end. 
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It is not certain when the shearers quarters/cook's room was constructed, but it is 
possible that William Marchant was responsible for the early buildings on site when 
he held the lease between 1859 and 1873. However, measured drawings of June 1881 
in the Survey Department's volume for the Hundred of Edeowie, reveals that the 
dimensions of the building were approximately 72ft x 15ft and 14ft high. The 
verandah then stretched for the length of the kitchen to the first bedroom and was 50ft 
long. 

The lease - Pastoral Lease 83 - which was first taken up in 1851 by the brothers 
W.J. and J.H. Browne, was named Edeowie by the incoming lessee William Marchant 
in 1859 who held the pastoral lease until 1873. The name is Aboriginal for 'diamond 
sparrow water' according to Manning's Place Names of South Australia. 

After the land was subdivided the Edeowie Run containing the station buildings (on 
part block 3 and 8) was secured by W .H. Lock for about ten years. In 1891 Valentine 
Howard Mogg of Jamestown secured the perpetual lease CL 4087 and held the 
30,000 acres until about 1920. Three brothers called Nutt from Ororoo took over the 
lease- CL 12918- which they held until1948 before they transferred the lease to 
G.B.A. Parsons of Pewsey Vale. In 1951 he transferred the property to his business, 
named the Oraparinna Company, which was held by it until 1973. Until 1977 it was 
leased by the Spicer family who transferred it to Roger Nutt. He is the great nephew 
of Henry Lloyd Nutt who occupied the run between 1920 and 1948. 

Edeowie Station is about 1 kilometre off the present road travelling north to Marree. 
It is adjacent to the ruins of the township of the same name and located on the old 
route north which had a series of wells sunk in November and December 1862 by the 
colonial government to aid travellers and drovers. The well sinker was Thomas 
Baker. The small township of Edeowie was surveyed in 1863. While a hotel was 
opened for business, the township never prospered. The hotel stayed opened for 
business until 1886. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Sbearin2 Shed 

This is an unusual design for a Flinders Region shearing shed. It is the only one of its 
type in the Hinders Ranges and is largely in original condition and still in use. It is a 
fine example of its type and is recommended for inclusion in the State Heritage 
Register. 

Shearers Quarters/Cook's Room 

This is one of the surviving buildings from the old Edeowie phase and is an important 
part of the original complex. The semi-detached cook's quarters is an unusual feature 
not seen on other pastoral sites. Consequently, the building is recommended for 
inclusion in the State Heritage Register. 
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RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the buildings demonstrate important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the 
State's history in that they are strongly associated with the pastoral industry; 

(b) the buildings have rare, uncommon or endangered qualities that are of cultural 
significance in that the roof design of the shearing shed is rare as is the semi
detached cook's quarters; 

(e) the buildings demonstrate a high degree of creative, aesthetic or technical 
accomplishment or are an outstanding representative of particular construction 
techniques or design characteristics. Indeed, the intactness and design of the 
shearing shed make this a unique item while the shearers quarters with a semi
detached cook's room for the cook is a good example. 

REFERENCES 

Mincharn, H., Hawker , The Hub of the Flinders: The story of the Hawker District 
embracing the towns of Cradock, Wilson, Hookina and Wonoka , Hawker 
Centenary Committee, Adelaide, 1980, p. 61. 

Manning, G.H., Manning's Place Names of South Australia, G.H. Manning, 
Adelaide, 1990, p. 104. 

Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.19122; B.49151. 
Nutt, S., History of Edeowie, (unpublished) c.1980. 
Pippos, S., The Flinders Ranges South Australia: the art of a photographer, 

Endeavour Publishing, Adelaide, 1993, p. 29 (photograph). 
State Records - GRG35/16/6/237, 240 of 1862. 
Survey Records Field Book No. 1219, pp. 35, 36, 39, 4~7, 52. 
Survey Records, Hundred of Edeowie, Folio 47, June 1881; 48, July 1881, township 

ofEdeowie. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 15.11 .1994 
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Top: 
Bottom: 

Detail view of front of shearing shed 
Detail view of south side of shearing shed 
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Edeowie Station 

Top: General view of shearers quarters 
Bottom: Detail view of cook's room and bread oven 
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Holowiliena Station 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 
Pastoral Lease 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 

Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

UNP-RSR-07 

Holowiliena Station, via Carrieton 
R. Warwick Pty Ltd, Hawker 
2260 
Unincorporated 
6634-II TK 954708 

Nil 
Nil 

Homestead: 11/2, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 
Stores: 11/11, 19, 20 
P.F. Donovan 
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Holowiliena Station 

DESCRIPTION 

Homestead 

This is large substantial square stone house surrounded on three sides by a verandah 
which was created by the more recent overhanging hipped roof. The roof is 
corrugated iron and there are multi paned casement windows. It appears that when a 
new roof was added to create the overhanging verandah, perhaps forty years ago, it 
has altered the roof form. At this time also a new concrete verandah floor and 
verandah posts may also have been added. 

Stores 

This is a group of three attached buildings of varying sizes built of random rubble and 
which are part of the homestead complex. They consist of: 

The first store is a two room random rubble structure that is approximately 28ft 
x 14ft. It has a corrugated galvanized iron gable roof over native pine rafters 
and wooden shingles. The floors are of slate and there are multi-paned 
windows. The main entrance is on the side of the building. Still used as a store 
room, the building is in superb condition with original fixtures and fittings. 

The second store, which is attached to the first store, has a gable roof and is 
proportionally larger than the first store. The main entrance is on the length of 
the building with a small window either side. Like the first store it is in superb 
condition internally with original fixtures and fittings expected. 

Buggy shed which was built originally of random stone. The whole of one 
side has been opened up to create easy access to vehicles stored there. 
Although an integral part of the complex, it no longer is of any heritage value. 

HISTORY 

The owners believe the homestead to be the third one on site which dates from 
approximately the early 1860s. Apart from updating the house for modem living, the 
house internally appears to be relatively unchanged since it was built. The house 
which is located by a deep creek is set among mature attractive plantings bounded by 
a garden fence of sawn timber that was originally meant to keep rabbits out. 

Measured plans of the house, possibly for valuation purposes in the late 1880s, show 
that it was planned as an eight room house with central corridor. It measures 
approximately 40ft x 51ft with a return verandah that was eight and a half feet wide. 
The random rubble used was at least eighteen inches thick. Floors to three of the rear 
rooms were of slate and all the others were of timber. While the roof was then found 
to have a corrugated galvanized roof, the return verandah at that time was roofed in 
wooden shingles but half of it was noted to be in poor condition. Either side of the 
front entrance for a total length of thirty two feet, the verandah floor was of slate 
while the rest was of gravel. The roof was double gabled that was 'M' shaped. 
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The original property was taken up by William Warwick with Pastoral Lease 318 of 
63 square miles on 22 October 1853. This was added to by Pastoral Lease 342 of 26 
square miles on 10 April 1854 and Pastoral Lease 419 of 25 square miles on 24 
August 1854. 

Warwick, who arrived in South Australia from Glasgow in 1839 with his wife and 
family, was employed by the Browne brothers on one of their properties at 
Williamstown. He was promoted about 1850 as manager of Canowie Station before 
becoming his own boss on the station which became known as Holowiliena. The 
name is modified from an Aboriginal word Oolyaoolyana meaning 'the place of the 
rat'. 

Before settling permanently at Holowiliena, Warwick and his older children built a 
rough hut at Yak, 5 km north where they lived temporarily until their house was built 
at Holowiliena in 1856. The 130 year old Yak chimney still survives bearing 
inscriptions. 

Warwick quickly set to developing his station so that by 1864 when the government 
valuator visited the property, he noted a headstation, a stone dwelling house, 
store, 
woolshed, two wells, fourteen outbuildings, trough, horse, stock, sheep yard fencing 
and on run 6 outstation huts, two wells etc. He valued the buildings of Holwiliena at 
£1298. According to Hans Mincham the station was designed by a person named 
Burgoyne. This was most likely Thomas Burgoyne, one-time editor of the Port 
Augusta Dispatch and member of the South Australian Parliament. After Warwick's 
death in 1864, most of the children remained to work on the station. 

In 1924 the approach to Holowiliena was described as: 

... very picturesque, for the country is studded with pine and redgum. You 
pass a new woolshed- made from pine- on the top of a rise, go down a dip, 
and follow a creek for a few hundred yards until you come to the old 
homestead buried in a wealth of big timber - at the top of the world it would 
seem. . . . Surrounding the homestead are some big gum and pepper trees ... 

In the 1940s Musgrove 'Jan' Marchant, maternal grandmother of Richard Warwick, 
recorded her thoughts on life in the Flinders Ranges and at Holowiliena. She noted of 
Holowiliena: 

It stands in charm and quiet dignity. (Age has not shattered nor years bowed 
its head-) 

Yet it can boast no avenue of yews to its approach, no velvet lawns 
outspread-

No Grecian colonade, no portico, no stately hall. A painted door instead 
Opens upon this hospitable hearth, this farback northern home set down in 

space. 
Where once, stone upon stone, beam upon beam, were fashioned, hewn, cut 

and laid in place -
An everlasting symbol of the past, by virtue of a pioneering race. 
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Its walls still echo to those early days. (Time may be often bridged by 
simplest things.) 

Pages from an old diary, photographs, bundles of letters held by faded 
strings, 

A brass-bound Bible with the family names. What thought each conjures up, 
what picture brings! 

They call to mind Dundreary whiskers, beards. 
Bustles, small waists and frills, dresses with trains-

Maybe a tilt at archery for sport, (arrows and bow the home still proudly 
claims!) 

Yet these were pioneers, who worked and fought - and all they worked and 
fought for are our gains. 

No bloody battles theirs. Famine and drought, sickness and loneliness were 
their chief dread, 

Such times as when the oxen plodding on their six weeks' trek (by weathered 
teamsters led,) 

Brought station goods and chattels, mails and food 'cross-country from the 
nearest depot-head-

When cotton waste (aswick) floating in oil, or, by good luck a homemade dip 
or two, 

Illumed the "board" they "dressed" when playing Pope Joan- (the game of 
chance that once Charles Dickens knew), 

Gambling with small carved fish, mother of pearl; paying out, or winning 
back, as was their due. 

Nearly a century ago this house was built, and in a hundred years roots can 
grow deep, 

Green branches spring, new generations rise, to carry on while pioneers 
sleep. 

So the old home girds up its loins, and hails young lives, fresh voices, 
pattering childish feet. 

The march of Time has left few scars, ploughs of adversity few furrows on its 
brow-

Steadfast, revered in its appointed place, mellowed by age, content it watches 
now 

For changes; all those modem ways and means that youth in his exuberance 
will endow. 

In 1945 an Inspector of the Pastoral Board described the property as then being 
approximately 277 sq miles stretching across mainly undulating hills with many open 
flats or valleys intersected with big gum creeks. Holowiliena was officially divided 
into two separate leases in 1980 with the original homestead and other usual 
buildings being located on the northernmost run. Of the many buildings that formed 
the hub of the station three buildings survive intact. They are the stone homestead, 
cottage and storeroom. The station has a family cemetery where nine of William 
Warwick's children are buried. Altogether there are twelve graves in the small 
cemetery. Moreover, a grandson of William Warwick, John Mules, devised the 
Mules operation which greatly reduced sheep from fly-strike. 
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STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Homestead 

Holowiliena Station is immensely important to the pastoral history of South Australia 
for it has the longest association to one family in the Flinders Ranges. It is 
recommended that the homestead be included in the State Heritage Register. 

Stores 

The two stone store room buildings are in superb condition and are an integral part of 
the homestead complex. They are recommended for inclusion in the State Heritage 
Register. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the buildings demonstrate important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the 
State's history in that they have strong associations with the theme of 
pastoralism; 

(g) the buildings have a special association with the life or work of the Warwick 
family who have had the longest continuous association on a pastoral property 
in the Flinders Ranges. 

REFERENCES 

Cockburn, R., Pastoral Pioneers of South Australia, Facsimile Edition, Lynton 
Publications, Blackwood, undated, vol. 1, [1925], p. 160. 

Lands Department History Books, Vol. 27/3. 
Mincham, H., Hawker, The Hub of the Flinders: The story of the Hawker District 

embracing the towns of Cradock, Wilson, Hookina and Wonoka, Hawker 
Centenary Committee, Adelaide, 1980, p. 73. 

Mincham, H., The Story of the Flinders Ranges, Rigby, Adelaide, 1983, pp. 76-77. 
Observer, 9 August 1924 (article includes date when the homestead was built). 
Pastoral Board Docket 1698 (Holowiliena). 
State Records - GRG 35/31 Valuator of Runs, PL318/236 1864-68, 4 vols. 
Survey Records, Plans of valuation of leases, 1888. 
Vanston, M., In the heart of the Flinders Ranges, Hunkin, Ellis & King, Adelaide, 

1949. 
Warwick, Richard and Jan, Holiwiliena family archives from 1862. The poem by 

Musgrave Marchant was reproduced with the kind permission of Richard 
Warwick. 

Site Surveyor P. Donovan/P. Sumerling/J. Donovan Date of Survey 18.9.1994 
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Detail of homestead 
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Top: 
Bottom: 

General view of stores 
Rear view of stores 
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LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s)/Lessee(s) 

Pastoral Lease 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 

Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

UNP-RSR-08 

Koonamore Station 
A.J. and R.M. MacLachlan, Koonamore Pty 

Ltd, 227 East Terrace, Adelaide 
2309 
Unincorporated 
SI 54-1 1:250,000 Orroroo: UK4752 

Nil 
Nil 

Homestead: 28/23 
Store/Accommodation Building: 28/25 
Store: 28/26, 27 
Possible Old Shearers Quarters: 28/28 
Stables and Tack Room: 28/30 
Shearing Shed: 28/33 
Blacksmith/Carpenter's Shop: 28/31 
Other: 28/24, 29, 32 
A. Jenner 
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DESCRIPTION 

Homestead 

The homestead is a random stone building with ruled tuckpointing and brick quoins. 
It has a gabled and hipped roof covered in corrugated galvanized iron. The roof has a 
raised parapet on the eastern end gable. There are brick chimneys and sash windows. 

The house is well maintained with a surrounding lawn and there are four large 
distinctive date palms. A notable feature is a cement rendered 800mm high masonry 
wall around the perimeter of the verandah; this is to stop flood waters as the complex 
is on a floodplain. 

There is a date of 1907 in the mortar at the top of the gable at the eastern end. 

Store/Accommodation Buildin2 

This is a small random stone building with a skillion roofed verandah on the northern 
side with an enclosed room at the eastern end. It has a gabled roof and is covered in 
old corrugated galvanized iron. There are parapets to the ends of the stone gables. It 
has one large chimney at the western end. There are two doors and windows on 
northern side. The walls have been rendered and there are concrete floors. 

This is a small rectangular building of random stone with gabled roof covered in new 
corrugated galvanized iron. It has two windows each side and a door at the southern 
end. There are no chimney or parapets. It has an old manual petrol pump on the 
eastern side. 

Possible Old Shearers Quarters 

This appears to be an old workers accommodation or shearers quarters building. It 
has all the hallmarks of the latter but the current management says it was not. The 
current shearers quarters is a much later building- 1930s to 1950s. This building is 
still in use for accommodation purposes. It is of random stone with brick quoins with 
a chimney at each end and has new corrugated galvanized iron over its gabled roof. It 
has a separate toilet/shower block. 

Stables and Tack Room 

This is a random rubble building with a gabled roof covered in old corrugated 
galvanized iron. It has three full doors and one half door at a high level (perhaps for 
loading hay etc ). Floors are concrete. The tack room still has numbered pegs for 
harnesses and saddles. 
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Shearine Shed 

This woolshed is of random stone and measures, according to Pastoral Board records 
of the early 1960s, 140ft x 40ft. It has a gabled roof covered in old corrugated 
galvanized iron. There is an underground cement lined watertank near the north-west 
corner. The end gable has a four-pane window at the top and is inscribed 190? (the 
fourth digit is missing). There were originally 14 stands on the eastern side and 12 on 
the western side. The floors are slatted in the pens and there are wooden boards in 
other areas. There are no old pens extant. Seven of the stands on the western side are 
still in use and driven by the original drive shafts and belts from a singular cylinder 
(Southern Cross?) diesel. There are double doors at either end of the shed. 

Blacksmjth/Carnenter's Shop 

The random stone building is comprised of three rooms under a gabled roof covered 
in old glavanized corrugated iron. The eastern one is the blacksmith's shop, the 
middle one is the carpenter's shop and the western one appears to be old living 
quarters as it has a large fireplace. 

The blacksmith's shop is in an excellent state of preservation with most of its 
equipment intact. It has a bellows, forge, vice, drillstand, tools including saws and 
drill bits, as well as brands and horseshoes on racks. It has been cleaned up as a 
display area but is still very authentic. The floor is dirt; the roof appears original. 

The carpenter's shop next door has a double entrance door and a long carpenter's 
bench. It is currently being used for storage. 

The western room has a massive 3m x 2m fireplace with a large red gum lintel. This 
room also has dirt floors and may have been a shepherd room or accommodation for 
other workers. 

There is a verandah on the south side. All doors and lintels are wood. Most windows 
are missing but one intact example is a four-pane casement hinged at the top and not 
original. 

HISTORY 

Koonamore and the three stations it incorporated within its boundaries in the early 
twentieth century, were established fairly late in the history of European development 
in the Flinders Ranges. Not established until 1863, it reflects the marginal nature of 
the land and the lack of interest in this part of the Flinders Ranges until much later. 

The present Koonamore Station incorporates the early 1860s stations of Nillinghoo, 
Oopina and Baratta and is approximately 471 square miles. The first Pastoral Lease 
for Koonamore was taken out by Messrs Bell, B. Freeman and John Campbell 
Murray (who sank the first wells and dams) on 9 April1863 under Preliminary Right 
of Claim. In 1867 the proprietors were Richard and Peter Crouch who transferred the 
lease to William Hamilton, George Wilcox and the brothers Thomas and J.C. 
Sandlandin 
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September 1880. It then covered 344 square miles and carried 25,000 sheep. 
William Hamilton and George Wilcox became the registered proprietors in 1889. 

According to an article in the Observer of 26 July 1924: 

When in 1888 leases fell in, Messrs. Hamilton & Wilcox took up the Oopina 
country. They also got part of Winnininnie and Bimbowrie Stations, which 
were added on to the Koonamore leases. A quarter of a century ago they 
bought Nillinghoo from Mr. William Cockrum, and their next step was to 
purchase Barratta from the late Mr. Frank Rymill [for £650]. At the end of 
1907 they sold portion of this run to Mr. T. Couzens, and retained two 
paddocks. 

Some uncertainty exists, however, because Survey Department History Books note 
that it was after Hamilton's death in 1911 that a company was formed by Wilcox who 
quickly acquired the 199 square mile Nillinghoo Station from William Cockrum. 

In 1922 the war memorial flag pole, designed by W.H. Bagot, was erected at 
Koonamore Station by Sydney Wilcox. Three brass plates were fixed to the base of 
the flag pole: one was dedicated to employees who served in the war; the second 
recorded those who gave long service on Koonamore; and the last recorded historical 
details concerning ownership of the station. 

By 1924 Koonamore Station comprised 1,150 square miles and was described as: 

. . . carrying remarkable improvements, which indicate that a masterhand has 
been at work. For the last 16 years Mr. Jas. Henderson [the manager] has 
worked wonders there. A comparison of a photograph of old "Government 
House" on the present site with the homestead of today reveals a 
transformation indeed. Then a verandahless five-room dwelling, out on the 
open plain! A verandah was soon erected, and a garden made, and this served 
as station headquarters until a couple of years ago, when, in accordance with a 
design prepared by Mr. Sydney Wilcox, considerable additions were effected. 
Today Koonamore homestead is a beautiful building of 12 rooms (with electric 
lighting plant), in the centre of a pretty garden, with Oleander hedges, a 
geranium bordered lawn, shady gums, and pretty flower plots, while good 
results are obtained in the vegetable garden. 

The shearing shed appears to date from the early 1900s when Koonamore Station was 
expanding to include three other stations. 

In September 1928 Koonamore Station was offered for sale. Then comprising 
728,640 acres, the property was subdivided into 11 lots varying from 32,640 to 
132,160 acres. An article in the Observer of 22 September 1928 noted: 

During the last quarter of a century more than £50,000 has been expended on 
improvements, and today Koonamore, with its 56 paddocks, represents one of 
the best conducted stations in the State. . . . Of course, extensive water 
improvements are a helpful factor, for there are on the run no fewer than 74 
dams, 11 bores, and 21 wells. 
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Also offered for sale at the same time was the Koonamore flock: '38,500 high-class 
station-bred sheep . .. ' 

In 1961 a Pastoral Board inspector described the homestead as a massively 
constructed 15 roomed house with baltic and jarrah floors. It also had small fluted 
iron ceilings to five of the rooms and a return verandah. The records also detail the 
building which tends to fit the description of the old workers accommodation or 
shearers quarters noting it as 'men's quarters of six rooms 48 feet x 21 feet which had 
a small fluted iron ceiling'. Also noted was the building measuring 66ft x 25ft which 
was used as a blacksmith and a carpenter's shop, the overseer's cottage 
(store/accommodation building) of two rooms with an enclosed verandah, and the 
stables and tack room of 45ft x 25ft and described as a harness room, chaff room and 
store room. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The whole station complex is of cultural significance in that it forms one of the most 
substantially intact original station complexes in the Flinders Ranges 

Homestead 

The building is one of the largest homesteads in the Flinders Ranges and the area 
represents a consolidation of four pastoral stations in the early 1900s. The building is 
in fine condition and is well maintained. The surrounding wall is a unique feature. As 
a consequence, it is recommended that the homestead be recommended for inclusion 
in the State Heritage Register. 

Store/Accommodation Buildin~ 

This building is a significant element of the original complex and its heritage 
significance lies in its identification with the early pastoral history of the region. It is 
recommended for inclusion in the State Heritage Register. 

This building is a significant element of the original complex and its heritage 
significance lies in its identification with the early pastoral history of the region. It is 
recommended for inclusion in the State Heritage Register. 

Possible Old Shearers Quarters 

One of the original buildings at Koonamore that contributes to the complex as a 
whole. Recommended for inclusion in the State Heritage Register. 

Stables and Tack Room 

This building is a significant element of the original complex and its heritage 
significance lies in its identification with the early pastoral history of the region. It is 
recommended for inclusion in the State Heritage Register. 
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Sbearin2 Shed 

One of the original buildings at Koonamore that contributes to the complex as a 
whole. Recommended for inclusion in the State Heritage Register. 

Blacksmjtb/Carnenter's Shon 

This building is a significant element of the original complex and its heritage 
significance lies in its identification with the early pastoral history of the region. It is 
recommended for inclusion in the State Heritage Register. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the complex demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the 
State's history in that it has a strong association with the theme of pastoralism; 

(b) the complex has rare, uncommon or endangered qualities that are of cultural 
significance in that it forms one of the most substantially intact original station 
complexes in the Flinders Ranges; 

(e) the homestead and blacksmith/carpenter's shop demonstrates a high degree of 
creative, aesthetic or technical accomplishment or is an outstanding 
representative of particular construction techniques or design characteristics: 
the homestead because it is one of the largest homesteads in the Flinders 
Ranges; the blacksmith/carpenter's shop because this is a utilitarian building 
which still reflects the use for which it was originally designed. 

REFERENCES 

Cockburn, R., Pastoral Pioneers of South Australia, Facsimile Edition, Lynton 
Publications, Blackwood, vol. 1, [1925] p. 153; vol. 2~ [1927] p. 218c. 

Observer, 26 July 1924 (description of property); 22 September 1928 (details 
concerning memorial flag pole and sale). 

Pastoral Board Docket 8135. 
Survey Department, Lands Department History Books, Vol. 13, p. 3a. 
Survey Department, Pastoral Index Cards for Koonamore. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 28.11.1994 
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Top: 
Bottom: 

General view of accommodation 
General view of store 
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Top: 
Bottom: 

General view of old shearers quarters 
General view of former tack room 
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Top: General view of smithy and former carpenters shop 
Bottom: General view of shearing shed 
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LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 

Owner(s)/Lessee(s) 

Pastoral Lease 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 

Photographer 

UNP-RSR-09 

Moolooloo, originally called Oratunga, via 
Blinman 

Moolooloo Proprietors, 166 Greenhill Road, 
Unley 

2209,2199 
Unincorporated 
6636-3 686688 

Nil 
Nil 

Old Homestead: 23/1, 2 
Gabled Building: 23/3 
North Building: 23/4 
J. McCarthy 

General view of gabled building to south-east 
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DESCRIPTION 

Old Homestead 

Moolooloo station now consists of an original homestead, a modern homestead and 
outbuildings. For the purposes of this listing the interesting/significant ones have 
been called the 'gabled building' which lies to the north of the original homestead and 
the 'north building' which lies to the north of the gabled building. 

The original homestead of about six rooms has bluestone walls and a corrugated 
galvanised iron hipped roof. From original photos shown by the owner it is obvious 
that the original portion of the building is the section with the high pitched roof and 
the later addition has 'dutch gables' at either end. Mainly casement windows in 
original condition and double hung. Ceilings vary from pressed metal to plaster board 
to lathe and plaster. There is a verandah which has a slate floor all around the 
building. Interiors have concrete floors and the verandah posts are of bush pine. 

Gabled Buildin~ 

Constructed of bluestone and whitewashed, this three roomed structure with a 
corrugated galvanized iron roof has a lean-to at the northern end (possibly ex toilet
not inspected). It has a slate verandah on the western side and distinctive brick
topped gables at either end. The verandah roof and supports are not original. There is 
one four-pane casement window on the eastern and western sides, bush pine door 
frames and similar ceiling roof/timbers, and a concrete floor in the southern room. 
The centre room has a wooden floor and pressed metal ceiling. The original function 
of the building has not been determined; it is the '3 room stone man's room' referred to 
below. 

North Buildjn~ 

Constructed of bluestone with gabled corrugated galvanised iron roof over bush pine 
and thatch original. This is believed to be the first temporary homestead. Consisting 
of four rooms, it has a slate verandah on the eastern side and four-pane casement 
windows. All floors are concrete. All original ceilings have been replaced with 
plywood or masonite and battens and there is a corrugated galvanised iron roof over 
the original bush pine and thatch. There is a single fireplace in the northern room. 
The original function of the building has not been determined; it is the '2 roomed 
stone cottage, lean to, with addition of 2 bedrooms and bathroom' referred to below. 

HISTORY 

From Pastoral Board dockets it is recorded that some of the old buildings at the 
homestead site of Moolooloo are believed to date to about 1877 when the shearing 
shed was built. However, the homestead is believed to be far older. 

Some old buildings were demolished in 1965 but those left standing after a new 
homestead was built in 1959 were: 
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• Old stone homestead of 6 main rooms; 

• 2 roomed stone cottage, lean to,with addition of 2 bedrooms and bathroom; 

• Stable, chaffbouse, saddleroom, shed under one roof; 

• 3 room stone, man's room; 

• wood and iron blacksmith's shop. 

Both stations of Moorillah and Moolooloo are run as one, with Moolooloo being the 
head station. Moolooloo, meaning 'slippery edges', was formerly known as Oratunga 
and is located in rough country. It was on the southern boundary of this station that 
the first copper mine in the Flinders Ranges was discovered and opened in 1857. This 
part of the property containing the mine is now incorporated into Angorichina. When 
known as Oratunga it was first managed by John McKinlay, who transferred the lease 
to John Chambers in 1853. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Old Homestead 

This is the first official homestead at the site. It is in good condition and is still used 
for accommodation purposes from time to time. Because this is one of the original 
buildings and contributes to the significance of the precinct, it is recommended for 
inclusion on the State Heritage Register. 

Gabled Buiidjn~ 

Because this is one of the original buildings and contributes to the significance of the 
precinct, it is recommended for inclusion on the State Heritage Register. 

North Buildjo~ 

This is a significant building within the precinct. It may have been the first 
'temporary' homestead which was later used for other accommodation. As a 
consequence, this place is recommended for inclusion in the State Heritage Register. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the buildings demonstrate important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the 
State's history in that it is strongly associated with the themes of pastoralism and 
exploration; 

(g) the buildings have a special association with the life or work of a person or 
organisation or an event of historical importance given that the pastoral lease 
was the site of the first copper operations in the Flinders Ranges in 1857, and in 
1861 J. McDouall Stuart supposedly departed from the homestead for his 
continental crossing. 
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REFERENCES 

Klaassen, N., The Northern Flinders Ranges: Mountains, Minerals and Mines 1850-
1920, Nic Klaassen, Adelaide, 1991, pp. 16, 20, 41, 51, 61. 

Mincham, H., The Story of the Flinders Ranges, Rigby, Adelaide, 1983, pp. 62-65. 
Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.46188, B.46253. 
Pastoral Board Docket 8180 for Moolooloo and Moorilah. 
Pastoral Lease 1565 756 sq m PLFD vol. 1/29, vol. 1/35. 
Personal communication with Don Byrnes, former Pastoral Board Inspector. 
SAPP 193-1857, p. 4 by Freeling. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 21.9.1994 
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Top: 
Bottom: 

General view of north building 
General view of old homestead 
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'Old' Motpena Station- Homestead UNP-RSR-10 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 
Pastoral Lease 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

Motpena Station 
R.H. and S.A. Smith, P.O. Box 35, Hawker 
2319 
Unincorporated 
250,000 Ref: 54-13 Parachilna TL3242 

Nil 
Nil 

20/11,12,13, 14, 15, 16,17 
J. McCarthy 
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DESCRIPTION 

This is a pine slab building with a hipped shingle roof. The external walls and roof 
have been reclad (over the original fabric) with corrugated galvanized iron and it is 
now only partially guttered. It has a stone (or gypsum block) chimney which has 
partially collapsed. There is a narrow annexe attached to the (rear) north-west side 
which has a skillion roof. There is a rainwater tank at the south-east corner of the 
building. The front of the building has an area paved with stone and lime concrete 
consistent with the size and shape of a verandah. 

Internally there are two main rooms (kitchen and bedroom) with a central hallway 
cum storage area. The annexe consists of two small rooms. The kitchen has a 
composite stone and cement block floor while the walls are clad with small fluted 
corrugated iron (ripple iron). The ceiling- originally of the same material- has 
been removed exposing the underside of the shingles, rafters and trusses. There is an 
open fireplace for cooking. 

The hallway has a stone and lime concrete cement floor while the walls and ceiling 
are clad with small fluted corrugated iron (ripple iron). 

The bedroom has a stone and lime concrete cement floor while the walls are clad with 
small fluted corrugated iron (ripple iron). Like the kitchen, the ceiling has been 
removed exposing the underside of the shingles, rafters and trusses. 

The annexe is constructed from a rough bush pine frame with composite walls of pine 
slabs and corrugated galvanized iron. The roof is corrugated galvanized iron over 
shingles. The floors are of stone and/or rough cement. The doorstep of the opening 
from the hallway to the annexe is slate. On the annexe side of the dividing wall 
between the annexe and the bedroom there are some intact lathes exposed. The rest of 
this may well have been lathed which was later removed. 

HISTORY 

There is no available information about this building. There seems to be some 
confusion over the origins of Motpena Station because there is a belief it was once 
part of the Nilpena property. However, it does seem from Survey Department sources 
that Motpena has had a separate identity from 1860 even though it may not have had 
a name until into the 1880s. Part of the confusion may lay in the fact that John Whyte, 
who was prominent in the area in the 1880s, held the nearby leases of Angepena, 
Pernunna and Wirrabunna, as well as Motpena in 1884. 

A lease (Pastoral Lease 1005) fitting the geographical location of present day 
Motpena was allocated to Thomson, Stobe and Fowler on 23 October 1860 and was 
177 square miles. The application for the pastoral lease for the area was 303/1860. 
From 1 January 1868 the lease (now Pastoral Lease 1624) was transferred to William 
Reid. The other lessees according to Vol. 22, Folio 19 in the Survey History Books 
are: 
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1870 W.B. Sells 
1872 W.C. Burkitt 
187 4 R. Bruce and R.E.E. Hening, J. Baker 
1884 John Whyte 

After this date, the history is unclear but Cockburn reports that about 1888 Douglas 
Gooch and his brother-in-law, Henry Scott, took over the Motpena lease but only 
manged it for two years before moving on to another property. From this period until 
1922 information about the property is not known but may have been held by Whyte. 
Curiously, in 1922, pastoral maps show that some of the Motpena land was 
optomistically cut up into blocks for use as soldiers blocks. However, it appears that 
soldiers blocks were not successful for the blocks were leased by the lessee of 
Motpena, William Crawford. He held the Motpena leases until November 1940 when 
they were transferred to J.M. Hauesler. As can be seen from the list, Motpena had 
many lessees, perhaps reflecting the marginal nature of the lakeside property: 

1944 J.M. Lee 
1946 J.M. Hauesler 
1948 Thelma A. Hauesler 
1950 H. Lord 
1958 K.H. Lord and M.E. Lillecrapp 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

This old building is the original Motpena homestead. Situated close to Lake Torrens 
and built of local materials, it is significant because of its association with the early 
European occupation of the northern Flinders Ranges. As a consequence, it is 
recommended for inclusion in the State Heritage Register. 

The current homestead, located further to the east, although stated to be over 100 
years old, was radically renovated in the 1970s and has little heritage significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the old homestead demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of 
the State's history in that it is strongly associated with the themes of pastoralism 
and transportation; 

(b) the old homestead has rare, uncommon or endangered qualities that are of 
cultural significance in that pine slab buildings of this age and condition are 
rare in the Flinders Ranges. 
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REFERENCES 

Cockburn, R., Pastoral Pioneers of South Australia, Facsimile Edition, Lynton 
Publications, Blackwood, undated, vol. 1, [1925] p. 151; vol. 2, [1927] p. 117. 

Pastoral Board Docket for Motpena 8185. 
Personal communication with Don Bymes, former Pastoral Board Inspector. 
Survey Department, History Book Vol. 22/19. 
Survey Department PLFD 554, 1922 (map showing plans for blocks for Soldier 

Settlement scheme). 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 16.7.1994 
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Top: General view of rear of homestead to the south-east 
General: Detail view of interior of kitchen/dining room 

......_. 
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Mount Arden Station - 'Old' Woolstore INQE-RSR-01 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 
CTNumber 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

Mount Arden Station, via Quom 
R.W. Foster Ltd 
1953/193 
Pichi Richi 
Kanyaka/Quom 
6533-3 179235 

Nil 
National Trust Recorded List- 855 

26/1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 
J. McCarthy 
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Mount Arden Station- 'Old' Woolstore 

DESCRIPTION 

This is a large gabled 10 x 9m approx. (30ft x 28ft) stone building. It consists of a 
large central room (the woo lstore) and two rooms on the north side with corner 
fireplaces (shepherd's rooms) and two rooms on the south side (tack room and storage 
room). There is a corrugated galvanized iron roof over shingles on pine rafters and 
battens, and the windows still have original frames. Some windows and doors are 
missing or have been replaced. There are no shearing stands per se. There is one 
intact door to western shepherd's room. Floors are of slate and walls in shepherd's 
rooms were plastered. 

There is a slate plaque on the external west wall which reads 'JT 1857'. 

HISTORY 

Of what used to be about eleven buildings on the site which formed the headstation 
complex, only the wool store and dwelling house with its sub-basement remain intact. 
This property has been in the ownership of the Foster family for one hundred years 
from November 1894. Before that date, however, Thomas Lees, father-in-law of 
Richard Witty Foster, bought the property in April 1887 for £665. Referred to as 'Mt 
Arden North', the original pastoral lease - Pastoral Lease 50- was taken up on 1 
July 1851 by Edwin White and Edwin John Polhill. Sometime before transferring the 
lease to John Taylor in July 1859, he was already using the land for his own purposes. 
This is borne out by the buildings constructed on the site, the wool store of which has 
a slate plaque by the entrance with 'JT 1857' carved into it, denoting perhaps the year 
of construction. 

From December 1867 Pastoral Lease 50 together with part 57, part 264, 27 4, 344 and 
388 were amalgamated to become Pastoral Lease 1574, with the lessees being E. 
Stirling, G.M. Waterhouse, W. Milne, A.L. Elder and S.Tomkinson. In 1873 the lease 
was transferred to William Tenant Mortlock who held it until the land was cut up for 
closer settlement. 

When the pastoral lease was subdivided, the homestead complex on a block of 118 
acres (Block 538) was sold together with seven other blocks for £1039 as a Land 
Grant to Richard Witty Foster, executor under the will of Thomas Lees. Foster ran a 
store in Quorn and as well as his business interests, was a member of the first Quorn 
Corporation, Mayor from 1890-1892, acquired extensive rural interests, and was a 
member of the Farmers & Producers Political Union. He was also very active in 
the political life of the State: MHA Newcastle 1893- 1902; Flinders 1902--06; 
Commissioner of Public Works 1899, 1904 and 1905; Minister for Industry 1902; 
Minister for Agriculture 1905; MHR Wakefield 1909-28; Minister for Works and 
Railways 1921- 23; member of the Royal Commission on Electoral Law 1914; and 
member of the Select Committee on Sea Carriage 1920. Indeed, such was the esteem 
in which he was held that a public banquet to acknowledge 'his past services in 
Parliament' was held at the Quom Town Hall on 4 June 1902 and was attended by 
250 guests including the Premier and the Attorney-General. 
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During an inspection in 1884 when the land in the area was being surveyed for closer 
settlement, detailed drawings of the station were drawn up with size given for the 
house and wool store. The wool store was described as 'walls 1'6" masonry, roof 
shingles, floor paved with rough flags roof very old - walls good'. For valuation 
purposes the stone wool store was valued at £137. 

Before being officially established by pastoral lease, the land around Mount Arden 
was used as a temporary sheep station in December 1845 by John Tennant who was 
hoping to drive his sheep to Eyre Peninsula. He abandoned the venture in early 1846 
because of lack of water and the murder of two shepherds, believed to be the first 
murder of whites by Aborigines in the Flinders Ranges. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

This is an early and unusual form of wool shed structure; the inclusion of shepherd's 
accommodation was the only example noted in the survey. It is the oldest wool shed 
in the Flinders region. Mount Arden was an important station in the early days. This 
building complements the homestead as well as being important in its own right and 
is therefore recommended for inclusion in the State Heritage Register. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the structure demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the 
State's history in that it has strong associations with the theme of pastoralism; 

(e) the structure demonstrates a high degree of creative, aesthetic or technical 
accomplishment or is an outstanding representative of particular construction 
techniques or design characteristics as it is the only example of its particular 
design in the Flinders Ranges region; 

(t) the structure has strong cultural or spiritual associations for the Foster family 
who have retained ownership of the property for over one hundred years; 

(g) the structure has a special association with the life and work of Richard Witty 
Foster. 

REFERENCES 

Cockburn, R., Pastoral Pioneers of South Australia, Facsimile Edition, Lynton 
Publications, Blackwood, undated, vol. 1, [1925] pp. 43a, 93a, 192b; vol. 2, 
[1927] pp. 71c, 81ab. 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources, State Heritage Branch -13839. 
Manning, G.H., Manning's Place Names of South Australia, G.H. Manning, 

Adelaide, 1990, p. 14. 
Mincham, H., The Story of the Flinders Ranges, Rigby, Adelaide, 1983, pp. 9, 19, 

20-22,47. 
Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.14802. 
Rydon, Joan, A Biographical Register of the Commonwealth Parliament 1901-1972, 

Australian National University Press, Canberra, 1975, p. 78. 
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Survey Department Field Book No. 1398, pp. 29-32,20 March 1884. 
Survey Department Volume, Hundred of Pichi Richi, p. 28, March 1884. 
Survey Records, Valuation Records of Pastoral Leases, 1888, for Mount Arden 

Pastoral Lease 1573, 1574/11. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 15.11.1994 
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Top: 
Bottom: 

General view of woolshed 
Detail of plaque on woolshed 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Mount Lyndhurst Station 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s)/Lessee(s) 
Pastoral Lease 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Filrn!Neg Number 

Photographer 

General view of camel yards 

Austral Archaeology 

UNP-RSR-11 

Mount Lyndhurst Station 
Blue Sturt Nominees Pty Ltd, via Lyndhurst 
2310 
Unincorporated 
SH 54-9 Copley 1 :250,000: TM7959 

Nil 
Nil 

Camel Yards: 30/12, 13 
Shearing Shed: 30/14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 
A. Jenner 
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Mount Lyndhurst Station 

DESCRIPTION 

Camel Yards 

The yard is constructed of stone walls on the north, east and south sides and a timber 
post and rail fence on the west side. There is provision for four rails and this fence is 
very solidly built. The walls are constructed to a height of approximately 1.6 metres 
and have upright pieces of the same flat stone embedded in the top of the wall. This 
yard was apparently for holding camels and is in good condition. 

Sbearin~: Shed 

This random stone shed is a 'T' shaped design with gabled roof. The parapet and top 
of the stone gable has gone on the western end and has been replaced with corrugated 
galvanised iron. The shed has seven stands per side. Five on the east side and four on 
the west side are now electrically driven. Internally the pens appear to be original 
with modern metal gates. There are some old board gates at the eastern end. The roof 
trusses are supported on six pairs of stone columns with timber bracing between 
them. The trusses are sawn timber with an iron or steel king bolt. The pens are 
fl.oored with slats while the Board and general areas are tongue and groove baltic 
pm e. 

There are two additions to the south side in the form of semi-circular corrugated 
galvanized iron covers to the sheep entrances. There are lots of stencilled names of 
shearers throughout the shed. There is also evidence of the the former engine 
arrangement (foundations). The east gable features a wooden louvre vent, a finial and 
three four-pane casement windows. There are also seven openings along the east side 
for ventilation. There are skylights in the roof and the building was formerly 
whitewashed. 

This is a remarkably intact building and an excellent example of its type. 

HISTORY 

Mount Lyndhurst was first taken up in 1869 by Thomas Elder and became about 1347 
square miles in extent. This station became part of the Beltana Pastoral Company in 
1898 together with Cordillo Downs, Blanchewater, Mulgaria and Murnpeowie and 
included outstations of Avondale and Farina. Indeed, in 1899 the Beltana Pastoral 
Company was described as stretching 'from the southern boundary of Beltana for 310 
miles, to the northern limit of Cordillo, which adjoins the Haddon Downs estate on 
the Queensland border, while they have an average width of about 40 miles.' 

Even before Mount Lyndhurst was taken up, Elder: 

... either alone or in partnership with eminent pastoralists and businessmen, 
Peter Waite and Robert Barr Smith (his brother-in-law), held forty-nine leases 
on stations from Beltana to the far north, including Umberatana which he used 
as a depot between Port Augusta and Lake Hope; Mulligan; Manuwalkaninna, 
Mernpeowie, Blanchewater and the Finniss Run, which had ben abandoned by 
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Scott and Power. On these runs between 1872 and 1874 their cattle 
numbers rose from 3372 to 13609 and their sheep from 118,227 to 209,285. 
By 1884 Elder was master of 43,820 square kilometres. 

The massive size of each of these stations is reflected in the large-scale architecture 
considered necessary to deal with the large numbers of stock. In 1898 34,744 sheep 
were shorn at Mount Lyndhurst, the shearers drawing their supplies from Spicer's 
Hole, Cooryinanna, Coopletoorina, Emu, Mount Way, Appondrina, Mirage, Trinity, 
Box Creek, Mount Hopeless, Kingsmill Creek, Welcome Contract, South Paddock, 
A vondale and Agnowie paddocks. Prior to shearing, lamb tailing was carried out 
beginning in the August. As the Advertiser of June 1899 noted 'Then 54 shearers 
will be at the station with more than as many rousabouts and musters, and indeed that 
is the only time when the big double-storeyed men's hut, dining room and kitchen is 
filled.' 

The Advertiser further noted that: 

The woolshed, a few score yards away [from the men's kitchen] bears the date 
1877, and it is an immense building; the wool room, which runs at right angles 
to the main shed, is 50 ft. x 30 ft., and on a level 4 ft. below it. From the 
footpresses into which the fleeces are thrown from the platform, the wool is 
taken to a hydraulic press, into which it is squeezed into bales 2 ft. square and 
15 in. deep, the weight being 3 cwt. 1 qr. 18 lb., and the product of the station 
about 1,800 bales for the season. The shearing shed is 126ft. x 48ft., with six 
pillars of stone down each side to carry the roof principals. There are 54 pens, 
arranged at the ends and one side, with doors leading into them. The sweating 
pens in the centre of the shed, which are filled overnight at shearing time, hold 
1,200 sheep, which are drafted and classed in the yard. If 4,000 are got 
through in a day the shearing is considered good. The yards attached are 
claimed to be the best in the north, and they are capable of drafting 15,000 
sheep. They are in a circle and consist of 41 pens, into which the sheep run 
from each side, a white-roofed classing pen with a stone floor being in the 
centre. There are two gates, so that the sheep may be divided into three lots by 
the classer, who, at will can let them into the yards at the right or left, or 
through the middle, another race being so arranged that the sheep can be 
drafted into five different yards. When the floods come down and wash away 
the fences the flocks get mixed and have to be "cleaned" in this way; while the 
culls have also to be separated from the better sheep among the maiden ewes. 
A really good shearer can get through 150 sheep in a day, the pay per 100 
being 18/-, but if an average of 100 is made it is exceptionally good. 

Mount Lyndhurst was sold at auction by the Beltana Pastoral Company on 24 August 
1984 for over a million dollars to Blue Sturt Nominees. In the sale brochure the 
station was described as 'one of the foremost wool and sheep producing properties in 
South Australia'. 
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STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Camel Yards 

This is a rare example of its type. It is significant because it represents the use of 
camels for transport in the outback. Evidence of their use is now scarce. As a 
consequence, they are recommended for inclusion in the State Heritage Register. 

Sbearin2 Shed 

This building of 'T' shaped design is in excellent condition with many original 
features and fittings extant. The use of large stone columns to support the roof 
structure is unique in the Flinders Ranges region. As a consequence, it is 
recommended for inclusion in the State Heritage Register. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) they demonstrate important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the State's 
history in that they are strongly associated with the pastoral industry and 
transportation; 

(b) they have rare, uncommon or endangered qualities that are of cultural 
significance as the stone columns in a shearing shed of this type are rare as is 
the existence of stone camel yards; 

(e) the shearing shed demonstrates a high degree of creative, aesthetic or technical 
accomplishment or is an outstanding representative of particular construction 
techniques or design characteristics not only because the shearing shed is an 
outstanding representative of its type but because the design using stone 
columns is very unusual; 

(g) they have a special association with Thomas Elder and the Beltana Pastoral 
Company. 

REFERENCES 

Advertiser, 15 June 1899 (description of wool shed and shearing shed); 21 June 1899 
(extent of Beltana Pastoral Company). 

Kinhill Steams, European Settlement Assessment of South Australian Mound Springs, 
Mound Springs Heritage Survey, Adelaide, 1986, pp. 32-44. 

Mincham, H., The Story of the Flinders Ranges, Rigby, Adelaide, 1983, p. 112. 
Pastoral Board Docket 2310 for Mount Lyndhurst. 
Personal communication with Don Bymes, former Pastoral Board Inspector. 
Survey Department, PLFD vol. 1/30, 31, 34; vol. 3/93, 103; vol. 4/167; vol. 6/225; 

vol. 6/226 (plan ofMurnpeowie), 354A (Avondale HS). 
Australian Council of National Trusts, Historic Homesteads of Australia, Australian 

Council of National Trusts, Canberra, 1982, pp. 481-82. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 1.12.1994 
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Top: General view of shearing shed 
Bottom: General view of east end of shearing shed 
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Top: 
Bottom: 

General view of interior of shearing shed. Note unusual stone columns 
General view of interior of wool store. Note stencilled grafitti on walls 
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Murnpeowie Station 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 
Pastoral Lease 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 

Photographer 

General view of store/office 

Austral Archaeology 

UNP-RSR-12 

Murnpeowie Station 
G. V. and S. Pty Ltd, via Lyndhurst 
2519 
Unincorporated 
SH 54-5 Marree 1:250,000: UN1225 

Nil 
Nil 

Office/Store: 29/23, 24 
Overseer's House: 29/25 
Homestead: 29/26 
Stables/Blacksmith's Shop: 29/27, 28 
Shearers Quarters: 29/29, 30, 32, 33; 30/3 
Wool Shed: 29/34,35,36 
Shepherd's Hut: 30/5 
General Views: 29/31; 30/4 
Other: 30/2 
A. Jenner 
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DESCRIPTION 

Office/Store 

This is a two storey stone building with barrel vaulted roof, with parapets and 
external stairs at the east end. It has a chimney in the north wall at the west end, and 
in the west wall at the south end. It was not internally inspected. There is a detached 
toilet block and external hot water system to the north. The doors on the ground floor 
are constructed in two halves so that the top section can hinge downwards for 
ventilation. The building has louvres and eight-pane casements and is in good 
condition. 

Overseer's House 

This rendered stone gabled building with parapets and long skillion to the north also 
has a verandah at the front (south) side and two chimneys - one in the rear skillion 
and one under the m!lln gable. It has a corrugated galavanized iron roof and sash and 
casement windows. There is a detached corrugated galvanized iron storage building to 
the east as well as a stone and corrugated galvanized iron toilet. This latter building 
has a skillion roof, defined stone quoins and wooden louvres for ventilation. To the 
west of the house is a large brass bell in a steel-framed tower. 

Homestead 

This stone building with hipped and corrugated galvanized iron roof appears to be 
original but modified. It has enclosed verandahs all round it. It was not closely 
inspected due to local constraints. 

Stables/Blacksmith's Shop 

This stone building has a triple gable roof with parapets. The floors of this building 
are concrete and dirt. It has wooden shutters hinged at the top. The roof is covered in 
corrugated galvanized iron. There are horse yards adjoining to the north and east. 

Shearers Quarters 

This is a two storey stone building with gable roof with parapets. The lower floor is 
the mess and kitchen while the upper floor is the shearers accommodation. The upper 
floor was not inspected. The floors in the lower level are slate while the ceilings are 
small fluted ripple corrugated galvanized iron. The parapets have carved stone corbels 
at the ends. There are external stairs at the north end and three chimneys serving a 
cooking fireplace, a bread oven in the kitchen and a heating fireplace in the mess. 
They probably also serve heating fireplaces in the upper floor.There are small 2 x 3 
pane casements in the upper floor and large 2 x 3 pane casements in the lower floor. 
The building, which has a corrugated galvanized iron roof, is intact and in good 
condition. 
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Murnpeowie Station 

Wool Shed 

Approximately 15m wide x 16m long, only the wool store section of the former 
gabled stone shearing shed survives. There are slate lintels to the openings. The gable 
ends have carved stone corbels. There are prominent stone quoins. There is a 
wooden louvre in the northern gable and an inscribed stone tablet- Murnpeowie AD 
1890- while the southern end gable wall has been rebuilt in corrugated galvanized 
iron and stone. The floors are concrete and slate and there are double doors at either 
end of the building. The roof trusses span the 15m width corrugated iron roof in one 
length of sawn timbers. There is a windlass located on a frame at the level of the 
bottom chord of the trusses - presumably in the former wool press area. There are 
four painted signs on the walls; these state '1 Pieces', '2 Pieces', '1 Bellies', '2 Bellies'. 

Shepherd's Hut 

This is a small stone building (4 x 5m approx) with barrel vaulted corrugated 
galvanized iron roof with parapets and remnants of a chimney containing a small cast 
iron stove. It is now being used as a pumphouse near a large windmill and bore. 

HISTORY 

Murnpeowie, according to Manning 's Place Names of South Australia, refers to a 
watering place where bronze wing pigeons came in great numbers to drink. It has 
been prounounced Mumpyowie but is often just called 'Mumpy'. 

The run was originally taken up in 1872 by G.E. Curnow as Pastoral Lease 2244. 
According to the publication Historic Homesteads, Murnpeowie was part of the huge 
Beltana Pastoral Company which also managed Beltana, Mount Lyndhurst, Cordillo 
Downs and Kanowana. In the 1890s the renowned horse breeding station of 
Blanchewater moved its headquarters further south to Murnpeowie. Indeed, 
Blanchewater dates back to 28 January 1858 when John Baker first acquired Pastoral 
Lease 622 that was 200 miles square. To this he added other leases. After Baker's 
death in 1872, Thomas Elder took over the unexpired leases which was part of Elder's 
ambition 'to fill up the map of Australia'. 

The stations of Cordillo Downs and Murnpeowie have the hand of the same architect 
with regard to the use of barrel vaulted roofs. Murnpeowie has an office and 
shepherd's hut/pump house in this style, while Cordillo Downs has an enormous wool 
shed, office and store. Even its homestead is in this style. The barrel vaulted 61ft 
long office and store cost £1053-11-0 to build with stone flagging to the floors. 
Within the building was a carthouse, buggy house, harness room, cellar, kitchen, 
pantry, cook's room, dining room and a bedroom. Two hundred and four sheets of 
curving iron were used in its roofing. 

The overseer's residence was completed in 1891 for a cost of £1507-0-lOd and 
contained a housekeeper's room, three bedrooms, kitchen, dining room, drawing 
room, cellar and verandahs. Two hundred and eighty seven yards of stone was used in 
its construction. 
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Murnpeowie Station 

The Smithy building, completed on 31 October 1890, cost £370 and was 31ft long by 
9ft 6in high. This contained a carpenter's shed, and the wood used was deal and 
oregon. 

Other buildings included the magnificient two storey stone shearers quarters which 
were built at this time. The eating house with skillion ends when completed cost 
£356-5-3 and was 36ft long. Three hundred and thirty eight yards of stone was 
raised to build it. The shearer's kitchen was 52ft by 22ft with a flagged floor and cost 
£142-6-9d. 

While there is no readily available information about the shepherd's hut, the stone 
wool shed of Murnpeowie was completed in 1890 and cost £2002-4-2d. It was 173ft 
in length by 47ft wide; 915 yards of stone was used in its construction. The 
publication Historic Homesteads states that 'It had stands for forty-two blade 
shearers'. The drafting yards for the shed were undertaken by a separate contractor, 
A.W. Frannell, and cost £280. There is also a substantial horsebreaking yard. 

By 1894 Murnpeowie had around 106,000 sheep on its 9500 sq. kilometres, and in 
1895 W.B. Greenwood referred to Murnpeowie as ' ... one of the finest stations in the 
North, the capacious stone buildings including a splendidly built Government House 
of eight rooms, woolshed for over fifty shearers, men's quarters, large store, &c. 
There is also a nice vegetable garden'. 

Meanwhile, the homestead has been extensively remodelled by the Napier family. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Office/Store 

This building with its distinctive roof form, is one of the most important at 
Murnpeowie. Its function underlines the size and significance of the run. It is an 
important contributary element to the group and, as a consequence, is recommended 
for inclusion in the State Heritage Register. 

Overseer's House 

The fact that 'Mumpy' had an overseer's house shows the importance and size of the 
operations. This is an important contributing element to the complex of buildings 
which make up the station and, as a consequence, is recommended for inclusion in the 
State Heritage Register. 

Homestead 

Murnpeowie is an important station in this region. Its buildings comprise a 
homogenous group and this one contributes to the overall character and significance. 
As a consequence, the homestead is recommended for inclusion in the State Heritage 
Register. 
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Murnpeowie Station 

Stables/Blacksmith's Quarters 

This building and associated horse yards, are very important. They reflect the horse 
breeding history of the station and are important contributing elements to the group as 
a whole. As a consequence, this place is recommended for inclusion in the State 
Heritage Register. 

Shearers Quarters 

This is a very unusual design for shearers quarters. There are no other two storey 
shearers quarters in the Flinders Ranges. It is in good condition with many original 
features intact and, as a consequence, is recommended for inclusion in the State 
Heritage Register. 

Shepherd's Hut 

This small building with its distinctive roof form, is elaborate for a shepherd's hut. It 
is an important contributing element to the group of buildings which make up 
Murnpeowie and, as a consequence, is recommended for inclusion in the State 
Heritage Register. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) they demonstrate important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the State's 
history in that they have strong associations with the pastoral industry; 

(b) the office/store and shepherd's hut have rare, uncommon or endangered qualities 
that are of cultural significance as the barrel vaulted roof is uncommon and links 
these buildings to others in the complex. So too the two storey shearers 
quarters, the design of which is also uncommon; 

(e) the office/store and shepherd's hut demonstrate a high degree of creative, 
aesthetic or technical accomplishment or are an outstanding representatives of 
particular construction techniques or design characteristics in that they are an 
excellent example of a barrel vaulted roof design, while the shearers quarters is 
an excellent example of a two storey design; 

(g) they have a special association with the life or work of a person or organisation 
or an event of historical importance in that they have strong historical 
connections with the Beltana Pastoral Company. 

REFERENCES 

Australian Council of National Trusts, Historic Homesteads, Australian Council of 
National Trusts, Canberra, 1982, p. 482. 

Beltana Company records for Murnpeowie- Mortlock Library of South Australiana, 
BRG 133/35. 

Manning, G.H., Manning ' s Place Names of South Australia , G.H. Manning, 
Adelaide, 1990, p. 217. 
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Murnpeowie Station 

Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.23883, B.47491. 
Register, 30 October 1895 (description by W.B. Greenwood). 
Survey Department, PLFD vol. 6/218, 228; vol. 7/277, (site plan); vol. 8/311, 312, 

317 (3045 sq m); vol. 9/369, 370. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 1.12.1994 
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Murnpeowie Station 

Top: 
Bottom: 

General view of manager's house 
General view of main homestead 
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Murnpeowie Station 

Top: 
Bottom: 

General view of stables and smithy 
General view of shearers quarters 
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Murnpeowie Station 

Top: General view of woolshed 
Bottom: General view of pumphouse and shepherd's hut 
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Nilpena Station - Sandhill Yards UNP-RSR-13 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 

Pastoral Lease 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Nilpena Station 
Oratunga and Partners, Nilpena Station, PMB 10, 

Port Augusta 
2297 
Unincorporated 
SH 54--13 Parachilna 1:250,000: TL3568 

Nil 
Nil 

27/15,16,17, 18,19 
J. McCarthy 

General view of northern side of Sandhill Yards 
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Nilpena Station - Sandhill Yards 

DESCRIPTION 

These yards are located approximately 1 km to the west of the main complex. They 
are situated on a low hill which rises to the west and are now partially covered by 
drift sand. They have been constructed from native pine posts and rails tied with 
fencing wire. The yards are in fair condition with most of the posts still upright and 
most of the rails still fixed in position. The form of the structure is therefore still 
easily discernible. 

The yards are distinctive because they are circular. Sheep were herded in to an outer 
ring which spirally funnelled them to a single gate from where they could be 
allocated to any of three separate holding areas. The yards were used for drafting or 
separating purposes (i.e. by sex or age etc). Once separated, sheep in any pen could 
be moved out of the yards by a series of exit gates. 

According to the owner, circular yards are supposed to be a modem invention but 
these are certainly ~ery old. They have been built with attention to all the details 
required for the proper movement of sheep in regard to shadows and slope - i.e. the 
sheep move in on an uphill slope facing directly to the west. 

HISTORY 

There is no historical information specifically relating to these yards. In 1965 the 
Nilpena lease was described as being 44 miles from its north to south boundary. At 
the same time the buildings on site were described as old but were maintained in 
exceptionally good order and condition. 

Nilpena is Aboriginal for 'salt bush' and was the name of the 94 square mile run as 
established by Deeble and Trebilcock. They were granted Pastoral Lease 432 on 19 
October 1855. To this lease they added Pastoral Lease 634-636 totalling a further 166 
square miles between 29 December 1857 and 15 January 1858. Before the Pastoral 
Lease had expired in 1864, they had transferred the lease to the brothers William 
James and John Harris Browne. W.J. Browne was still holding the Pastoral Lease in 
January 1881, at the time of pastoral lease resumptions in the area which was then 
Pastoral Lease 1597, when a surveyor for valuation purposes inspected the property. 
After resumption, the property was reduced in size to 165 square miles. 

The two brothers were qualified medical practioners who arrived in South Australia 
on the ship Buckinghamshire in 1839. Upon arrival they turned their backs on 
medicine and quickly established themselves as entrepreneur pastoralists possessing 
many pastoral leases throughout the Flinders Ranges, Eyre Peninsula and the south
east areas of South Australia. At one time they were the largest exporters of wool in 
the colony and were responsible for setting up several well known pastoralists, such 
as Johnson Frederick Hayward. 

The Browne brothers established many well known runs such as Arkaba, Wilpena, 
Leigh Creek, Buckland Park, Mickera, Talia, Calca, Pondana, Booborowie, Moorak 
and Yarainda. They were not only early giants in the early history of pastoralism but 
also had highly successful public careers. 
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Nilpena Station - Sandhill Yards 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

These yards are very significant as the o~ly known example of circular yards in the 
Flinders Ranges region (or any other region) and they are integral to the central theme 
of pastoralism. They complement the buildings in the Nilpena complex and constitute 
an unusual form of physical evidence of the pastoral industry. Consequently, they 
are recommended for inclusion in the State Heritage Register. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) it demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the State's 
history in that the yards are strongly associated with the theme of pastoralism; 

(b) it has rare, uncommon or endangered qualities that are of cultural significance, 
as this type of circular yard is considered to be extremely rare if not unique; 

(e) it demonstrates a high degree of creative, aesthetic or technical accomplishment 
or is an o_utstanding representative of particular construction techniques or 
design characteristics; they are an excellend example. of their type . 

REFERENCES 

Cockburn, R., Pastoral Pioneers of South Australia, Facsimile Edition, Lynton 
Publications, Blackwood, undated, vol. 1, [1925] pp. 30-33. 

Manning, G.H., Manning' s Place Names of South Australia, G.H. Manning, 
Adelaide, 1990, p. 226. 

Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.47487, B.47488. 
Pastoral Board Docket 8224. 
Survey Records, Valuation records of pastoral leases, PL 1597/15. 
Survey Records, Hundred of Nilpena, Folio 48, 12 October 1889 (Township of 

Parachilna). 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 16.11.1994 
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Nilpena Station - Sandhill Yards 

Top: General view of southern side of Sandhill Yards 
Bottom: General view of Sandhill Yards with homestead in far background 
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Umberatana Station 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 
Pastoral Lease 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 

Photographer 

Umberatana Station 
A.J. Reynolds, Copley 
2230 
Unincorporated 
6737-IV 199529 

Nil 
Nil 

UNP-RSR-14 

Single men's store: 33/17, 19 
Shearers Quarters: 33/21, 22 
Blacksmith's Shop: 33/23 
Other: 33/20, 24 
J. McCarthy 

General view of former single men's store and generator room 
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Umberatana Station 

DESCRIPTION 

The Umberatana Station complex is largely intact from the historical period. There 
are four historic buildings which are of primary interest. These are the shearers 
quarters, the old homestead, the old single men's store and the blacksmith's shop. The 
current (second) homestead is comparatively recent (1950s) and while it contributes 
to the setting and context is not considered a heritage item in itself. 

Sin21e men's store (former) 

This is a stone building with a gabled corrugated galvanized iron roof and parapets. 
The walls have a mud mortar and are whitewashed. It has two main sections. The 
northernmost is now used as a generator room and was not inspected. The southern 
room has a slate floor and pit sawn rafters. It has one four-pane double casement 
window. The roofing iron is fairly recent. The rainwater is carried from the gutters 
via downpipes to a small underground stone cistern which in turn feeds the water to 
an underground storage tank to the south. 

Shearers Quarters 

This is a rendered stone building with a gabled corrugated galvanized iron roof and 
parapets. It has two rooms and a single fireplace in the main structure and a slate 
floored verandah on the north side; this has been enclosed as its western end. At the 
rear there are two bedrooms under a skillion roof. Along the western side, four 
shearers bedrooms have been added on. To the east of the building there is a large 
underground stone water tank. 

Old Homestead 

This is a rendered stone building with a gabled corrugated galvanized iron roof, 
parapets, a single fireplace and a skillion addition at the rear. It has concrete floors 
and fibreboard (or similar) ceilings. There is a verandah on the north-west and north
east sides and the latter has recently been enclosed with hardiflex sheeting to create 
another room. This has slightly altered the roof line of the verandah. At the rear of 
the building a bathroom and screened verandah has been constructed of unpainted 
besser blocks. 

Blacksmith's Shop 

This is a stone building with a gabled corrugated galvanized iron roof. The bellows 
were housed in a separate skillion addition at the northern end. The roof has recently 
been blown off this addition. The bellows and other original equipment of the smithy 
are still intact. 
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Umberatana Station 

HISTORY 

In 1961 a Pastoral Board Inspector reponed that six substantial old structures of 
Umberatana were standing. They were a seven room stone homestead with return 
verandah, a four roomed stone cottage, 36ft x 30ft, a shearers kitchen with sleeping 
quarters, a 40ft x 38ft cement and brick store with slate and concrete floors, a stone 
blacksmith's shop, 18ft x 14ft and a two roomed hut at Yeralina. 

Umberatana (Pastoral Lease 527) was taken up on 17 September 1856 originally as a 
15 square mile run by John Taylor and Waiter and Thomas Gill. It was then spelt as 
Oomberatana. In 1863 it came under management of Thomas Elder whose runs in the 
far north of the . ranges extended to embrace Illinawortina, Nepowie and 
Blanchewater. At the time Elder came into possession of Umberatana, which by then 
comprised of twelve leases, he was in partnership with Samuel Joseph Stuckey. 

As a result of the droughts of the mid 1860s there was a government inquiry into the 
condition of northern runs in 1867. Stuckey stated that in 1864, about the time the 
drought worsened, there were at least 105 employees working on the property which 
was then 580 square miles. This number of men was quickly reduced to only 39 men. 
It included 31 Arabs and the introduction of 91 camels. Indeed, donkeys and camels 
were introduced in 1864. During the drought 16,400 sheep and 2488 cattle were lost. 

In 1868 all the leases that comprised Umberatana were re-isssued to Thomas Elder 
under the one lease of Pastoral Lease 1712 and covered an area of 1060 sq. miles. 
When that lease expired in 1888, the run was resubdivided and new leases issued. In 
1898 part of the run was taken up by the Beltana Pastoral Company. A report in the 
Advertiser of 21 June 1899 noted of Umberatana: 

All present buildings, which are in a circle at the summit of a rise within a 
stone's throw of the Umberatana Creek .. . were built more than 30 years ago. 
They consist of a government house, with verandah and a little vegetable 
garden in front, a bachelor's hall, a kitchen, a blacksmith's shop, and a store, all 
detached and of one storey in height. ... Beyond the creek on the south-west 
is the men's hut and kitchen, the roof being off the latter and the walls down, 
while the hut is much dilapidated. The ruins of the woolshed, flat with the 
ground, are on the south, a little cemetery being under the gum trees on the hill 
beyond. 

In 1946 Umberatana was 91 sq miles and taken up by the Union Pastoral Company 
under Pastoral Lease 808. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The Umberatana Station complex is of high cultural significance. It played an 
important role in the State's pastoral history. It contains most of its original elements 
which are being maintained in reasonable condition. The complex has important 
associations with the life and work of Thomas Elder and the introduction and use of 
camels in the Far North. It is recommended that the four buildings be added to the 
State Heritage Register. 

Austral Archaeology 7-157 Donovan & Associates 



FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

U mberatana Station 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the complex demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the 
State's history in that it has links with the main themes of pastoralism and 
transportation; 

(g) the complex has a special association with the life and work of Thomas Elder. 

REFERENCES 

Advertiser, 21 June 1899 (description of Umberatana). 
Barr Smith Papers, Mortlock Library of South Australiana, PRG 354/9 forT. Elder's 

Memorandum Book that mentions Umberatana. 
Cockburn, R., Pastoral Pioneers of South Australia, Facsimile Edition, Lynton 

Publications, Blackwood, undated, vol. 1, [1925] p. 27; vol. 2, [1927] p. 119. 
Lands Department History Book, vol. 7/41, vol. 19/28. 
Mincham, H., The Story of the Flinders Ranges, Rigby, Adelaide, 1983, p. 30. 
Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.21302, B.21303, B.38344, B.38345, 

B.38346, B.38777, B.46218, B.46194. 
SAPP 38-1865, Return of Pastoral Leases 1851- 1864. 
SAPP 14-1867, Commission to inquire into the state of the runs suffering from 

drought. 
State Records- GRG35/584n2 Umberatana. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 14.5.1995 
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Umberatana Station 

Top: General view of shearers quarters at right and cottage (former homestead) 
Bottom: General view of the west end of the shearers quarters 
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Umberatana Station 

General view of the old blacksmith's shop 
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Wirrealpa Station 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s)/Lessee(s) 
Pastoral Lease 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 

Photographer 

General view of old homestead 

Austral Archaeology 

UNP-RSR-15 

Wirrealpa Station 
Wirrealpa Pastoral Co. Pty Ltd, Blinman 
2317 
Unincorporated 
6635-1057545 

Nil 
Nil 

Old Homestead: 34/31, 
Current Homestead: 35/9, 10 
Shearers Kitchen and Dining Room: 34/32; 35/8 
Old Shearers Kitchen: 34/34 
Shearers Quarters: 34/35, 36 
Shearing Shed: 34/37; 35/1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
Minor Buildings: 34/33; 35/6, 7 
Other: 35/11, 12, 13 
J. McCarthy 
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Wirrealpa Station 

DESCRIPTION 

The Wirrealpa Station complex is largely intact from the historical period. There are 
five historic buildings which are of primary interest. These are the old homestead, the 
shearers kitchen and dining room, the shearers quarters, the old shearers kitchen and 
the shearing shed. The current (second) homestead contributes to the setting and 
context but is not considered a heritage item in itself. There is also a very old 
mulberry tree which is a remnant of a garden associated with the old homestead and 
which may have been part of the garden tended by a Chinese cook and gardener. 
There are also some minor buildings which are of interest. These are the blacksmith's 
shop, the fuel store and the pony hut. 

Old Homestead 

This is constructed of local stone with a gabled corrugated galvanized iron roof. It 
consists of two rooms (one with a fireplace) and once had a skillion addition at the 
rear with its own fireplace. Only the chimney and concrete floor of this latter part 
remain. In the two original rooms there are pit sawn timbers and two three pane 
casement windows. The ceilings have been replaced with some type of plasterboard. 
Original doors are ledged and had rim locks. Floors are concrete. There is an 
addition across the front of the original two rooms and a verandah in front of that. 
These have circular sawn main timbers and appear to be of much later construction. 

Current Homestead 

This homestead is also built of stone and has a hipped roof with wooden vents. The 
existing roof was constructed in 1935 according to the owners. Before that it had an 
'M' shaped hipped roof with separate verandah roofs. The house was apparently built 
in three phases- a central part and then either end added on. It has had various 
other additions and alterations over the years. It is in very good condition. There are 
well kept gardens within a surrounding perimeter fence. 

Shearers Kitchen and Din in~ Room 

This is a stone building with hipped corrugated galvanized iron roof. It now has a 
straight corrugated galvanized iron verandah roof but from extant evidence of a wall 
plate it once had a bullnose or concave corrugated galvanized iron roof. It has two 
rooms; the smaller at the south-west end is a kitchen and has a large cast iron wood 
stone. The fireplace has been altered to take this stove and the owner thinks the stove 
may have come from the old homestead or the old shearers kitchen nearby. There is 
no evidence of a bread oven. The kitchen has a louvre window and a concrete floor. 
The dining room is long and narrow. It has a single 2 x 4 casement pane window. 
There are double wooden doors in the south-east wall which appear to be original. 
There is a blocked doorway in the north-west wall. The building has a skillion roofed 
corrugated galvanized iron addition on the north-west side. This is an implement 
shed. 

Old Shearers Kjtchen 

The old kitchen is a stone building with gabled corrugated galvanized iron roof and 
parapets. It is a single room which has a fireplace at the south-west end. The stove 
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has been removed. There are two 2 x 3 pane casement windows in each end wall 
while 

there are louvres in the window in the north-west wall. The main door on the north
west side has timber in the lower panels and nine panels of glass in the upper half. 

Shearers Quarters 

This is a stone building with a gabled corrugated galvanized iron roof and a skillion 
roof on the north-west side. There is a concrete floored verandah along the front (the 
south-east) with a section which has been enclosed to form a bathroom. It has nine 
rooms. The original configuration was five small bedrooms (one with a fireplace) and 
a very large room with a fireplace - probably some sort of common room. This 
large room has been subdivided into four small rooms by the construction of timber 
framed and caneite-like clad walls. Most of the windows have been replaced by 
louvres. Only one pair of 2 x 3 pane casements survives. 

Sbearim: Shed 

The shearing shed is constructed of stone and corrugated galvanized iron. It has a 
most unusual corrugated galvanized iron roof structure consisting of a hipped section 
over the stone walls and three gables over the rest. All the main upright posts are pit 
sawn as are many of the boards used as part of the fences for the internal pens. The 
owner stated that these timbers were sawn in a pit at the old Wirrealpa hut. A survey 
of the hut during an earlier field trip noted the presence of a saw pit at that site. In the 
stone section of the building the baling and pressing is carried out. The floors at this 
end and the Board are constructed of some type of pine timber. The pens have slatted 
timber floors . There is one section of original mallee fence still in situ. The other 
fence posts of the pens are nearly all pit sawn. It was noted that the Board is the 
widest of any inspected in the Flinders Region. There is a two cylinder engine 
powering the eight shearing stands. 

Mjnor Buildin2s 

These consist of the blacksmith's shop, the fuel store and the pony hut. These are 
interesting prefabricated structures constructed of flat sheets of steel bolted together 
with gutter bolts. They have assembled steel trusses also bolted with gutter bolts. 
These examples measure approximately 6m x 3m but the design appears to be 
infinitely expandable. The pony hut is the most original and still has its original 
doors; these are timber framed and clad with the same type of steel sheets. The hut 
also has pressed metal roof tiles intact. All buildings still show traces of green paint 
which may indicate a military or World War Two origin. 

HISTORY 

In 1961 it was reported that there was possibly an eight roomed stone homestead, 72ft 
x 42ft with a verandah on three sides which by 1966 had been renovated. There was 
also an old stone hut and shearers quarters of stone and pug. 
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On the property was an old one room stone hut with chimney and in good repair 
dating from about the 1860s. It had an iron roof and had mud mortar? 

Wirrealpa is Aboriginal for 'on the open plain'. The station is an early run that dates 
back to the 1850s when the Chambers brothers held the leases for a while before 
transferring the lease to Philip Levi about 1863. From 1 January 1868 the Willowie 
Land and Pastoral Association Ltd took on the 21 year lease, comprising Pastoral 
Leases 1558, 1726 and 1727. This association was headed by J.H. Angas. By that 
time Wirrealpa was about 878 square miles and was soon increased in size to 1729 
square miles while leased by Angas. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The Wirrealpa Station complex is of high significance. It is physically intact and 
contains most of its original elements. It is well maintained and continues to be used 
for its original function. The shearing shed has a roof of unusual and distinctive 
design and the pit sawn timbers of the rest of the structure attest to its age. The 
shearers quarters also exhibits an unusual design and features a large room which has 
now been subdivided. It is recommended that the complex be added to the State 
Heritage Register. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the complex demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the 
State's history in that it is one of the early pastoral runs in a remote area; 

(b) the complex has rare qualities in the form of the roof design of the shearing shed 
and the layout of the shearers quarters that are of cultural significance; 

(g) the complex has a special association with the work of J.H. Angas and the 
Willowie Land and Pastoral Association. 

REFERENCES 

Baker, James P. , 26 October 1884, painting of Wirrealpa, Art Gallery of South 
Australia. 

Cockburn, R., Pastoral Pioneers of South Australia, Facsimile Edition, Lynton 
Publications, Blackwood, undated, vol. 1, [1925] pp. 11, 29, 91, 115; vol. 2. 
[1927] p. 191. 

Manning, G.H., Manning ' s Place Names of South Australia, G.H. Manning, 
Adelaide, 1990, p. 339. 

Mincham, H., The Story of the Flinders Ranges, Rigby, Adelaide, 1983, p. 80. 
Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.40871. 
Pastoral Board Docket 8338. 
Survey Department, PLFD PL 1558, 1726, vol.l/23; vol. 6/224. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 14.5.1995 
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Top: 
Bottom: 

General view of shearers kitchen 
General view of old shearers kitchen 
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Top: General view of shearers quarters 
Bottom: General view of shearing shed to the south-east 
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Top: General view of shearing shed to the south-west 
Bottom: Detail view of door with window in south-east side of shearing shed 
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LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s)/Lessee(s) 
Pastoral Lease 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 

Photographer 

UNP-RSR-16 

Wooltana Station 
J. Williams, Wooltana Station, via Copley 
2293 
Unincorporated 
SH 54-9 Copley 1:250,000: UM4835 

Nil 
Nil 

Store: 29/2, 8, 9 
Toilets: 29/3 
A. Jenner 

General view of store (1856-1956 inscribed over door) 
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Wooltana Station 

DESCRIPTION 

This is a random stone three roomed structure. It has a double gable 'M' roof with 
parapets over northern and central room and skillion over southern room. There is a 
corrugated galvanized iron roof over a mixture of sawn and bush timber but there is 
no evidence of shingles or palings. There are no windows but the structure has two 
vents of wood frame and chicken wire covering in the stone gables. The floors are of 
concrete or dirt depending on the room. The concrete rendered door surround to the 
north room is inscribed '1856-1956' and the renovations within the room suggest the 
latter date. 

The middle room has been set up as a store exhibit with old pots and pans, scales, and 
containers (tins and packets etc.) and is excellent. The old store shelving is still intact 
and this use shows it off to good effect. 

Toilets 

There are two stone toilet/privy buildings to the immediate south of the store. These 
have gabled corrugated galvanized iron roofs and parapets and are in a good state of 
repair. 

HISTORY 

There is little historical information available about the construction of the station 
buildings but when Wooltana was visited by a Pastoral Board Inspector in 1966 the 
station buildings were described 'as generally old but of solid construction'. 

Wooltana is now made up from the original Wooltana and Paralana runs and is 
approximately 977 square miles. The first Wooltana lease- Pastoral Lease 560-
abutting Lake Frome, was originally taken up as 166 square miles on 22 July 1857 by 
J. McCallum and his brother-in-law, J. McTaggart. Mincham says Wooltana 
combines the Aboriginal terminal ana or tana, meaning place, with the English word 
wool - literally meaning the place of wool. When McTaggart renewed the lease in 
1865 he named the run Wooltana. Life in the far north was far from easy, for it would 
take McTaggart two months to cart his wool to Port Augusta. In 1899 Wooltana was 
described in the Register as: 

. . . the home of Mr. McTaggart, [which] is twenty miles south of Parallana, 
right under the Flinders Range, with a vast extent of flat country, and Lake 
Frome to the east. Shearing was finished. The clip was good, and a great 
improvement upon the past four or five years. If the price of wool keeps up 
pastoralists will be in some way recompensed for the reduced numbers of their 
flocks. The Wooltana garden is a picture. Fruit-trees, figs, and vines fairly 
loaded with young fruit, and vegetables of various kinds looked splendid. The 
garden is supplied with excellent spring water raised into tanks by a windmill 
and distributed by pipes and trenches. 
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The McTaggart family held the property until 1918 when they sold it for £60,000 to 
the McBrides. 

During their management when the droughts of the 1930s struck, Wooltana Station 
was literally closed down from July 1935 to April 1937 until conditions improved. 
Further, part of the land on the western boundary regarded as being too rugged for 
the proper 
handling of sheep, was fenced out of the run. This part, according to the McBride 
family business history, eventually became the Arkaroola Tourist Resort. 

The family company of A.J. and P.A. McBride Pty Ltd was established by R.J.M. 
McBride. Faraway Hill Station was the flrst pastoral property acquired by son Albert 
James in 1902. The company was formed in 1920 to take over an existing partnership, 
entered into a few years earlier by A.J. McBride senior, his wife, Louise, and son, 
Philip. At the time of the family business history in 1980, they owned nine pastoral 
stations in two states. In October 1984 Wooltana was sold for $1.74 milllion, for 
what was believed to be a record at the time, to Robert Cameron, whose wife, Pat, 
was the daughter of Philip McBride. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The store appears to be one of the original structures and probably dates to the 1850s. 
It is intact and has fairly high integrity as have the toilets. As a consequence, the 
buildings are recommended for inclusion in the State Heritage Register. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the store demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the 
State's history in that it has an early and strong association with the theme of 
pastoralism; 

(e) the store and toilets demonstrate a high degree of creative, aesthetic or technical 
accomplishment or are outstanding representatives of particular construction 
techniques or design characteristics in that they are representative of the early 
buildings at the site. 

REFERENCES 

Advertiser, 13 October 1984. 
Baker, James P., Painting of Wooltana, 26 October 1884, Art Gallery of South 

Australia. 
Gray, W., Days and nights in the bush, Robert Dey, Sydney, 1935, pp. 48. 
McBride, P.A., Faraway and beyond, A.J. and P.A. McBride Pty Ltd, Adelaide, 

1980, pp. ix, 23,44-46. 
Mincham, H., The Story of the Flinders Ranges, Rigby, Adelaide, 1983, pp. 69,78-

79. 
Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.10970, B.52464, B.46209. 
Pastoral Board Docket 8343, Wooltana. 
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Register, 11 November 1899 (description of the property). 
SAPP 38-1865, Return of Pastoral Leases 1851-1864. 
Survey Department, PLFD PL1757 85 sq m vol. 1/30; PL 1769 100 sq m vol. 3/93; 

PL2217A, 2233 100 sq m vol. 6/225. 
Sprigg, R.C., Arkaroola- Mount Painter in the Northern Flinders Ranges, the last 

billion years, Arkaroola Pty Ltd, Arkaroola, 1984, pp. 21-26, 254. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 29.11.1994 
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General view of toilets behind store 
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Y alpara Station 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 
Crown Lease 
Section 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 

Photographer 

INCE-RSR-01 

Yalpara Station, via Carrieton 
Y alpara Pastoral Co. 
1271/10 
50 
Yalpara 
Carrieton 
6632- 1 TJ997962 

Nil 
National Trust Recorded List- Cottage 

Shearing Shed: 31/4 
Cottage: 31/7, 11 , 12 
Blacksmith's Shop and Shed: 31/8, 9 
J. McCarthy 

General view of shearing shed. Older part is to the right 
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DESCRIPTION 

Shearin~ Shed 

This is a 'T' shaped stone and corrugated galvanized iron shed with the northern stem 
of the 'T' being the original shearing and wool shed. This gabled section has bush 
pine trusses, rafters and posts and some roof palings still extant. The front double 
door has been replaced by a sliding door. Above this is the date '1864'. Inside some 
extra steel strengthening posts have been added. The west wall of this section is stone 
while the other walls are corrugated galvanized iron. Part of the floor at the northern 
end (the wool store) is slate while the Board and other areas are tongue and groove 
pine; one section under the press is concrete. There are four paned casement 
windows. 

According to the owner, the southern section of the shed was constructed in 1926 or 
1927. It has sawn timber trusses and a half dome style corrugated galvanized iron 
ventilator along the roof ridge and is roofed and clad in corrugated galvanized iron. 
To the north-east of the shed is an underground water tank with a gabled corrugated 
galvanized iron roof. 

Cotta~e 

This is a simple cottage of two rooms with a gable roof and parapets covered in 
corrugated galvanized iron. Its construction is of pise style- infill of rubble in a 
mud matrix and exterior render of fine gravel and mortar. It has a chimney at the 
south-west end and two windows and a door on the south side. It is inscribed '1857' 
above the door. It has four pane casement windows. One of the windows has an 
ornate metal guard. There is a rainwater tank at the north-east corner. A corrugated 
galvanized iron addition has been located at the south-west end. The owner stated that 
this was the original house of the Ragless family. 

Blacksmith's Shoo and Shed 

This stone and corrugated galvanized iron building with skillion addition has some 
distinctive features. It contains a blacksmith's forge and bellows and a well with a 
windmill over it which protrudes through the roof. The 87ft well has recently been 
lined with poly material and is the main water supply for the property. Associated 
with the well is an old windlass and a single cylinder engine which ran a pump. 

The building has a slate floor and six pane casement windows. The roof timbers, 
under a gabled corrugated galvanized iron roof, are sawn and the central truss has 
unusual iron bracing rods. The north-west wall is constructed of stone and is in very 
poor condition and could collapse at any time. 

On the south-east side of the building and incorporated into it is a large above ground 
water tank which feed stone troughs outside the building. These are now low level 
archaeological remains only. Next to the tank and adjoining it are three extant walls 
from the former carriage house. 
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The building houses an extraordinary array of farm detritus: this includes harnesses 
and yokes, pump parts, plough parts, blacksmithing equipment, pieces of motors, and 
miscellaneous bits and pieces from just about anything imaginable. Outside the 
building there is a small egg end boiler. 

HISTORY 

Buildings on site date from 1857 and 1864 but there is no readily available 
information about the shearing shed. However, the cottage is dated 1857 and may 
have been the first homestead on the site. According to a publicity brochure in 1964 
by Yalpara Station, a five room stone homestead was built in 1864 by W. Geary. 

Yalpara was taken up in 1858 by John Ragless and his brothers. Its name is 
perpetuated in the Hundred of Yalpara as proclaimed in 1876. This former run, 
comprising several leases, totalled about 400 square miles and was taken up in July 
and August of 1858- Pastoral Leases 668, 669, 670, and 671. The Ragless brothers 
were reported to be one of the first in the region to consider the value of fencing with 
brush (before wire was used). Because of his good husbandry, part of the run was 
designated for agriculture as early as 1867, with the rest of this run being resumed for 
agriculture by 1878. With resumption, the family moved north to take up Witchelina 
leaving John's son, Frederick, to manage the new sized property containing the station 
buildings until 1908. Frederick said that it was because his father grew wheat 
successfully at Yalpara that it 'proved to be the death knell' for the property. 

The property was then sold to Albert Meill in April 1908 who began rebuilding the 
size of the station until by 1964 it reached 37,000 acres. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Shearin2 Shed 

This structure appears to contain the original 1860s shearing shed with a 1920s 
addition. Its integrity is high, and it is an important survivor of the pastoral industry 
in the southern Flinders Ranges. It is recommended that the shearing shed be 
included in the State Heritage Register. 

Cotta2e 

This is an early cottage with an important association with John Ragless. It is of 
unusual construction and is in good condition. It is recommended that the cottage be 
included in the State Heritage Register. 

Blacksmith's Shoo and Shed 

This is significant because it contains a blacksmith's shop in fairly original condition, 
and a most unusual feature of a well with a windmill over it inside the building. It is 
recommended that the blacksmith's shop and shed be included in the State Heritage 
Register. 
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RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the three buildings demonstrate important aspects of the evolution or pattern of 
the State's history, namely that of pastoralism; 

(g) the three buildings have a special association with the life and work of John 
Ragless. 

REFERENCES 

Mincharn, H.,The Story of the Flinders Ranges, Rigby, Adelaide, 1983, pp. 79-80. 
Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.5630 (sketch), B.7945, B.8069, B.8070, 

B.49082, B.49084, B.49331. 
Personal communication with Hans Mincham. 
SAPP 38-1865, Return of Pastoral Leases 1851-64. 
Survey Department, Field Book, No. 999, pp. 23-43. 
Survey Department, History Books, vol. 12/27. 
Survey Department Records, Hundred of Yalpara, vol., folio 9, c.1878. 
Y alpara brochure 1964. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 4.12.1994 
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Top: 
Bottom: 

General view of old cottage 
Detail view of cottage window 
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General view of smithy shed with windmill through roof 
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LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 
Crown Lease 
Section 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 

Photographer 

Old Homestead 

Austral Archaeology 

INCE-RSR-02 

Yanyarrie Station, via Carrieton 
Regwill Pty Ltd 
405/59 
47 
Yanyarrie 
Carrieton 
Moockra 6533-II 619202 

Nil 
Nil 

Old Homestead: 25/11, 12 
Old Shepherd's Hut: 25/13, 14, 15, 16, 17 
J. McCarthy 
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DESCRIPTION 

Old Homestead 

This is still an intact building although some of the roof has disappeared in a high 
wind. The building was lived in until the 1960s and reveals at least three phases of 
development. Older areas have wooden floors intact while newer areas have cement. 
It was built of bluestone and slate blocks and has a gabled and hipped roof covered by 
corrugated galvanized iron over wooden shingles. A verandah is on the east side with 
a wooden floor and access to a large cellar. Part of the verandah has a cement block 
floor at the northern end. Originally it had lathe and plaster ceilings; some have been 
replaced and some have collapsed. There are four-pane casement windows. 

Old Sheoherd's Hut 

This is an intact bluestone and slate block building of some three rooms now used for 
storage. It has a large cooking fireplace at the southern end. Floors are of slate and 
concrete. There are some wooden shingles, native pine rafters and oregon battens 
intact under the iron of the hipped roof at the northern end of the building. A wall 
connects the northern part of the building to a rectangular hut further to the north. 
This is constructed of the same materials and has a skillion corrugated galvanized 
iron roof with a large cellar under the wooden floor. The verandah floor is intact on 
the east side. The windows are four-pane single casement. 

HISTORY 

There is no readily available historical information about the shepherd's hut and 
specific information about the old homestead is scanty. However, the homestead was 
most probably built by A.W.T. Grant of Coonatto in the mid 1850s. From the plans 
for the Hundred of Yanyarrie, dated October 1877, this building on Section 471 is 
referred to as the 'Y anyarrie Sub HS' and is on the banks of the Boolcunda Creek not 
far from the ruins of what was the 'Eating House'. Although little is known about its 
construction, information about living there has survived. 

There is no doubt living in a property such as this in the nineteenth century before 
modem transport and communications was harsh. As noted from the history of 
Carrieton: 'Harriet Stagg, wife of William Stagg, one of Grant's employees, was wont 
to tell her family of how she lived on Y anyarrie for three years without seeing another 
white women'. 

The old homestead was originally part of the large pastoral holdings taken up as 
Pastoral Lease 74 on 1 July 1851 by Hugh Proby. The run was crescent shaped and 
was 140 square miles to begin with and, after his accidental death by drowning on 30 
August 1852, the lease was transferred to A.W.T. Grant to become a substation of 
Coonatto. Proby's other station, Kanyaka, was taken over by John Randall Phillips. 

As part of the original Coonatto run, Yanyarrie and Bendleby were important 
substations which made the Coonatto Run at over 2000 square kilometres the largest 
and most successful station in the southern Flinders. The demand for agricultural land 
resulted in pastoral leases in the region being brought under the Hundreds system in 
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1877. In that year when fifteen Hundreds were proclaimed, it included Coonatto, 
Palmer, Boolcunda, Kanyaka, Yanyarrie, Wirreanda, Arkaba, Oladdie and Gumbowie 
in this part of the Flinders Ranges. The property was bought by Roy Neal in 1912 
and, as at 1978, was owned by his son Donald. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Old Homestead 

This structure contains the core of the original Yanyarrie homestead plus additions. 
Its size and location as a substation of Coonatto helps define the large scale of the 
early pastoral operations. The old homestead is recommended for inclusion in the 
State Heritage Register. 

Old Shepherd's Hut 

This structure is one of the original Y anyarrie station buildings. Its function as a 
shepherd's hut represents one of the primary elements of the pastoral industry in the 
area. The old shepherd's hut is recommended for inclusion in the State Heritage 
Area. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(g) 

both structures demonstrate important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the 
State's history, namely that of pastoralism; 
the shepherd's hut has rare, uncommon or endangered qualities that are of 
cultural significance; 
the shepherd's hut may yield information that will contribute to an 
understanding of the State's history, including its natural history; 
the shepherd's hut is an outstanding representative of particular class of places 
of cultural significance; 
both structures have a special association with the life and work of Connatto 
and Bendleby Stations. 

REFERENCES 

Carrieton Centenary Book Committee, Carrieton in the Gum Creek Country: A story 
of one hundred years of the Carrieton District, 1878-1978, Carrieton Centenary 
Committee, Adelaide, 1978, pp. 6-8, 16-17,55. 

Cockburn, R., Pastoral Pioneers of South Australia, Facsimile Edition, Lynton 
Publications, Blackwood, undated, vol. 2, [1927] p. 251. 

Manning, G.H., Manning's Place Names of South Australia, G.H. Manning, 
Adelaide, 1990, p. 350. 

Meinig, D.W., On the margins of the good earth: the South Australian wheat 
frontier, 1869-1884, Rigby, 2nd edn., Adelaide, 1970, p. 63. 
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Mincham, H., The Story of the Flinders Ranges, Rigby, Adelaide, 1983, p. 60. 
Pippos, S., Flinders Ranges, South Australia: the art of a photographer, Endeavour 

Publishing, Adelaide, 1993, pp. 54-55. 
South Australian Government Gazette, 1 April 1852, Schedule of pastoral leases 

granted from 1 July 1851, p. 206. 
SAP P 179-1864, Carrying capabilities of runs. 
Survey Records, Field Book No. 929, pp. 28, 32, 33, 47-50, 55, 56. 
Survey Records, Hundred of Yanyarrie, folio 4, 9 October 1877. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 25.7.1994 
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Y anyarrie Station 

Top: General view of western side of shepherd's hut 
Bottom: General view of eastern side of shepherd's hut. Note recent collapse at 

centre of wall 
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4. RECOMMENDATIONS: HISTORIC CONSERVATION 
ZONES 

4.1 CRITERIA FOR HISTORIC CONSERVATION ZONES 

As noted by the State Heritage Branch, Historic Conservation Zones: 

... should possess a distinctive historic, architectural or other character 
which it is desirable to protect and enhance through the Development Plan, 
while not necessarily exhibiting the exceptional merit required of a State 
Heritage Area. 

4.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

In accordance with the above criteria, there was no pastoral area within the 

Unincorporated region which was considered to be worthy of recommendation as an 

Historic Conservation Zone. 
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5. RECOMMENDATIONS: PLACES OF LOCAL HERITAGE 
VALUE 

5.1 CRITERIA FOR LOCAL HERITAGE PLACES 

A place may be considered as of local heritage value if it satisfies one or more of the 

following criteria: 

(a) it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance 
to the local area; or 

(b) it represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local 
area; or 

(c) it has played an important part in the lives of local residents; or 

(d) it displays aesthetic merit, design characteristics or construction 
techniques of significance to the local area; or 

(e) it is associated with a notable local personality or event; or 

(f) it is a notable landmark in the area. 

5.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

In accordance with the above criteria, the following pastoral places are nominated as 

being of local heritage value in the Unincorporated region: 

5.2.1 Pastoral (UNP) 

• Alpana Station: (UNP-LR--01) 
Old Homestead 

• 'Old' Angepena Station: (UNP-LR--02) 
Ruins 

• Angorichina Station: (UNP-LR--03) 
Homestead 
Grave 

• Angorichina Village: (UNP-LR--04) 

• Arkaba Station: (UNP-LR--05) 
Stables and Smithy 
Cemetery 

• Artimore Station: (UNP-LR--06) 
Ruins 
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• 'Old' Coonatto Station: (INP-LR-07) 
Restored Shearers Quarters 
Main Kitchen and Bake Oven 
Old Homestead 
Cellar/Dugout 
Men's Quarters 
Low Level Ruins 
Shearers Kitchen and Bake Oven 
Shearing Shed 

• Edeowie Station: (UNP-LR-08) 
Overseers Hut 
Grave 

• Holowiliena Station: (UNP-LR-09) 
Cool Room 
Pug and Pine Storeroom 
Cemetery 

• 'Old' lllinawortina Station: (UNP-LR-10) 
Ruins, tank and bore 

• Martin's Well Station: (UNP-LR-11) 
Homestead 
Shearers Quarters - 1 
Shearers Quarters - 2 
Wool Shed 

• 
• Moolooloo Station: (UNP-LR-12) 

Shearing Shed 
Shearers Quarters 

J 

• Moorilah Station: (UNP-LR-13) 
Old Homestead 

• Moralana Station: (UNP- LR- 14) 
Shearing Shed 
Cemetery 

• Mount Fitton Station: (UNP- LR- 15) 
Outstation Ruins 

• Mount Freeling Station: (UNP-LR-16) 
Old Homestead 
Store 
New Homestead 
Shearers Quarters 
Shearing Shed 

• Mount Lyndhurst Station: (UNP-LR-17) 
Old Homestead/Blacksmith's Shop 
Main Homestead 
Men's Quarters 
Overseer's Hut 
Tank 
Hogan's Bore Hut 

• Mount Serle Station: (UNP-LR- 18) 
Homestead 
Outbuildings 
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• Mundowdna Station: (UNP-LR-19) 
Homestead 
Outbuilding 
Four Mile Spring Shearing Shed Ruins 
Stable Ruins 
Wirrigina Spring and Tanks 

• Nilpena Station: (UNP-LR-20) 
Homestead 
Kitchen 
Former Stables 
Former Smithy 
Shearers Quarters 
Shearing Shed 

• Oladdie Station*: (INCE-LR-02) 
Ruins and Graves 

• Oratunga Station: (UNP-LR-21) 
Homestead 

• 'Old' Paralana Station: (UNP-LR-22) 
Ruins 

• Partacoona Station*: (INQE-LR-06) 
Cottages 

• Three Creeks Station: (UNP-LR-23) 
Homestead 

• Warraweena Station: (UNP-LR-24) 
Government Road 

• Willipa Station: (UNP-LR-25) 
Pug and Pine Hut 
Shearing Shed 
Second Homestead 

• Wooltana Station: (UNP-LR-26) 
Stables and Blacksmith's Shop 
Shearers Kitchen and Mess 
Graves 
Shearing Shed 
Walls 

• Yalpara Station*: (INCE-LR-01) 
Harness/ Accommodation Building 
Homestead 
Well, Tank and Troughs 

• Yanyarrie Station*: (INCE-LR-05) 
Cemetery 
Eating House 
Old Homestead 

• Yednalue Station*: (INHE-LR-01) 
Men's Quarters 
Water Tank and Dairy 
Bachelors Hall 
Manager's House 

Note: Places marked with an asterisk occur in Incorporated areas and copies of inventory sheets 
have been included under both council and subject area. 
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Alpana Station 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 

Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 
Pastoral Lease 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

UNP-LR-01 

Alpana Station, Blinman- Hawker Road, 
Blinman 

Alpana Pty Ltd, Alpana Station, Blinman 
2241 
Unincorporated 

Nil 
Nil 

16/16 
P. Donovan 

-~--- - ------·--····· · ···· · ··-·· 
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Alpana Station 

DESCRIPTION 

A single storey slab on end dwelling with gable roof form. The building is divided 
into four rooms with a central corridor. There is a verandah at the front and lean-to 
additions at the rear. The ceilings are of whitewashed hession. The roof is of 
corrugated galvanized iron. 

HISTORY 

This was the original homestead on the property. It was built in approximately 1878 
and used until 1939 when the current homestead was built nearby. It remains in fair 
to good condition. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The site is considered to be of local heritage significance because it demonstrates 
early living conditions on pastoral leases in the Flinders Ranges. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the 
local area namely that of pastoralism. 

REFERENCES 

Mincham, H.,The Story of the Flinders Ranges, Rigby, Adelaide 1983. 

Site Surveyor P. Donovan/J.Donovan Date(s) of Survey 15.11.1994 

Austral Archaeology 7 - 200 Donovan & Associates 

' 



FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

'Old' Angepena Station- Ruins 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s)/Lessee(s) 
Pastoral Lease 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 

Photographer 

Blacksmith's Shop 

Austral Archaeology 

Angepena Station, Copley 
S.W. and F.J. Nicholls 
2259 
Unincorporated 
6636-1 1L871995 

Nil 
Nil 

Blacksmith's Shop: 24/1 
Western Ruin: 24/2 
Main Homestead: 24/3, 4 
North-East Ruin: 24/5 
Other: 23/36 
J. McCarthy 
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'Old' Angepena Station- Ruins 

DESCRIPTION 

This former homestead complex is now in ruins. There survive the remains of some 
five main structures. These are: 

The Blacksmith's Shop - This was of upright pine log construction (pug and 
pine). It has a fireplace at the eastern end and a forge formed out of corrugated 
rron. 

The Western Ruin- This now consists of an intact large stone fireplace and 
collapsed pine log walls. These were constructed by the 'drop log' technique 
whereby short pine logs with chamfered ends were placed horizontally between 
upright pine posts which had grooves cut into them to take the chamfers. The 
building measured approx 5m x 7m and was built on a north/south orientation. 
This was probably the kitchen. 

Main Homestead- This building had two fireplaces which are still intact. It 
was built on stone foundations and appears to have slate floors buried beneath 
the collapsed timbers of the walls and roof. The external walls appear to have 
been of 'drop log' construction. There was a 4m wide paved verandah along the 
front (north) side. The building measured approx. 7m x 15m. 

Privy - This building was constructed of upright pine logs and has now 
collapsed. It is located about 40m to the south of the main homestead building. 

The North Eastern Ruin- This building is located about 150m to the north
east of the main homestead. It is a rectangular stone building measuring 
approximately 4m x 5m and has about 30% of the stonework walls intact. 
There are no doors or windows evident. This was probably the former Police 
Department lock-up. 

HISTORY 

Only the ruins and the site of the early racecourse survive which is now used as the 
airstrip. Buildings from the last century for both Angepena and Pernunna stations 
were recorded as still standing in 1945 by the Pastoral Board. Earlier in November 
1889 a valuator described the five buildings on site as all being made of pine slabs 
with pug but were even by that visit already considered old, even though they were 
only about thirty years old. There was also an old masonry and pug hut. 

The homestead which had been built on the side of a hill and had gradually slipped 
down the slope, was described as being 'of vertical and horizontal pine slabs pugged, 
and white washed. Roof was thatched on round pine frame, floors flagged, ceiling 
calico white washed'. Despite the walls of the structure being 'slightly out of 
perpendicular' the inspector thought it would not cost a great deal to fix up and cover 
the old roof with a galvanised iron one. He valued the building at £30. 
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'Old' Angepena Station- Ruins 

Close by was a kitchen built of the same material and valued at £15. There was a 
building he described as a dining room or a schoolhouse - built like the other 
buildings- which was whitewashed and in good condition. There was also a stable 
that was valued at £35 in good condition, built like the others but with an iron roof. 

The old hut on site which was described in bad condition and valueless was found by 
the inspector to be as 'originally erected by the Police Department as a Lock-up, is 
very old, the masonry being out of the perpendicular and bark roof very old and 
rotten. I consider it old and valueless for station purposes'. 

The Angepena Run has a rich history. John Baker took out Pastoral Lease 442 on 27 
December 1855 for 88 square miles and named his property Angepena, sometimes 
spelt Angipena. Another lease of 33 square miles- Pastoral Lease 475- was added 
28 March 1856. He called the head station Pemunna which was to the south-east of 
Angepena but is now part of it. In SAP P 179-1864 'Carrying capabilities of runs' it 
was stated that Angepena could carry 8700 sheep which suggests the property was 
larger than 121 square miles. 

Baker's property is historically important, for it was on this station that one of his hut
keepers was killed by an Aborigine in October 1856. This prompted th.e police to 
establish the first police station in the Flinders Ranges which was located at Angepena 
from November 1856. 

Angepena was also known for its race track which was described by J.B. Austin in his 
1863 publication: 

As we rode along, when within eight miles of Angipena, a turn in the road 
displayed to my astonished gaze what appeared like a line of telegraph posts; 
but on ascending a rising ground, I saw that these posts encirled a large space of 
undulating country, having to one side a rough erection of wood, called the 
Grand Stand, behind which was an immense number of broken bottles, the 
debris of former 'meetings'; at intervals round the circle where short pieces of 
fencing, designated by the name of hurdles; in fact we had come upon the 
Angipena race-course, the only one I believe, North of Mount Remarkable, and 
to it, I am told, visitors have been known to come a distance of about 200 miles! 
The number present last year was about 50; a good muster, considering the very 
scattered nature of the population ... The country as we neared Angipena, was 
very pretty, indeed ... Angipena station is in a pretty dell, thickly wooded with 
pines, and a few gums, and surrounded by steep, but not very high hills. 

Pernunna Station, the original head station for Angepena, is on the south-east of 
Angepena on the Alerumba Creek and is marked on a Pastoral Board map of the 
property in 1980. 

Angepena was also the site of the former goldfields proclaimed in June 1893. When 
gold was first discovered as much as 50 ounces a week was mined. In anticipation of 
great wealth, shops and a post office were set up to cater for the 200 miners and their 
families living there and a township was surveyed. But towards the end of 1893 when 
the field was worked out and less than four ounces of gold a week was found, the 
venture ended as quickly as it began. 
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STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The drop log building technique using short chamfered logs is unusual for the 
Flinders Region. 

The place of the first police presence in the Ranges, the site is adjacent to the 1893 
Angepena goldfield. The site has archaeological potential and is considered of local 
heritage significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the structures display historical, economic or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area in that they have associations with the theme of 
pastoralism and government services, e.g. the police presence; 

(c) the site has played an important part in the lives of local residents; 
(d) the western ruin and the main homestead display aesthetic merit, design 

characteristics or construction techniques of significance to the local area. The 
drop log building technique using short chamfered logs is unusual for the 
region. 

REFERENCES 

Austin, J.B., The Mines of South Australia, Facsimile Edition, State Library of South 
Australia, 1968 [1863], pp. 64-65 (description). 

Klaassen, The Northern Flinders Ranges: Mountains, Minerals and Mines 1850-
1920, Nic Klaassen, Adelaide 1991, pp. 28, 268. 

Mincham, H., The Story of the Flinders Ranges, Rigby, Adelaide, 1983, p. 65. 
Personal communication with Don Byrnes, Pastoral Board Inspector, October 1993. 
SAPP 28-1865, Return of Pastoral Leases 1851-1864. 
SAP P 179-1864 , Carrying capabilities of runs. 
Survey Department, Valuation records of Pastoral Leases, PL 1532/10- Angepena, 

1888. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 22.9.1994 
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Top: Western ruin 
Bottom: Main homestead 
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'Old' Angepena Station -Ruins 

North-eastern ruin 
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Angorichina Station 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 

Pastoral Lease 

Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 

Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

UNP-LR-03 

Angorichina Station 
Oratunga Pastoral Co .. Ltd (D. and I. Fargher), 

P.O. Box 276, Burnside 
Oratunga 2276, Artimore 2275, Angorichina 

2316 
Unincorporated 
6635-4 TL844583 

Nil 
Nil 

Homestead: 27/24 
Grave: 27/36 
J. McCarthy 
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Angorichina Station 

DESCRIPTION 

Homestead 

This is an old homestead which was built of random local stone. It is large and has 
had several additions and alterations made to it over the years. It grew from a one or 
two room structure with a simple gabled roof, to a four to six room structure with an 
'M' roof (twin gables). It now has a corrugaged galvanized iron roof. There are 
casement and sash windows. An addition was then erected on the south side and the 
roof line altered. Later a detached stone kitchen was built to the south (1920s). This 
has now been connected to the main house by a modern connecting addition in glass, 
timber and slate. There are verandahs on the north, east and west sides. 

Graye 

There is an unidentified grave on the property. This appears to be a double burial (or 
provision for same) as there are two large slate tombstones on a raised stone platform 
and surrounded by a substantial wooden fence. 

HISTORY 

The original homestead at Angorichina was destroyed by fire in August 1875. A 
report appearing in the Observer of 28 August 1875 noted that: 

... the principal building, [at the Angorichina Head Station] locally known as 
"Government House," was destroyed, with all the furniture, books, &c. The 
day being hot, with a gusty north-west wind, the work of destruction was very 
rapid. The Assistant Manager, Mr. J.G. Sanders, when in the garden first 
noticed smoke, and gave an alarm. He rushed into the house hoping to get out 
the station books, but was baffled by the rapidly-spreading flames, and 
narrowly escaped with his life, his hands and arms being severely burnt. The 
Manager, Mr. Warwick, was engaged at the woolshed, and, with others, ran 
out on hearing the alarm, but they only saved some articles of bedding from a 
back room. No clue has been obtained as to the origin of the conflagration. 
When the fire broke out the housekeeper was working in a detached 
washhouse. 

Although Angorichina (Angorigina) and Artimore have separate leases, they are now 
part of Oratunga Station. Angorichina was established as a 35 square mile property by 
Samuel Boord when he was granted Pastoral Lease 312 on 1 October 1853. It was the 
third most northern run at the time along with Oratunga and W. Field's property on 
Pastoral Lease 368. Later William Ranson Mortlock was lessee of Angorichina as 
well as Mount Arden and Yudnapinna. Henry C. Swan was the lessee for a while in 
the 1860s until it ruined him financially. Information from the Pastoral Map for 1885 
shows that the property was transferred to Edward Spicer and the lease became 
Pastoral Lease 1591. By the 1900s the family of John Whyte became the lessees. 

Isolated places like the Flinders Ranges have in the past been considered ideal for 
recuperation and convalescence and so it was that a portion of Angorichina was set up 
and used as a TB hostel for the TB Soldiers Aid Society. Officially opened on 18 June 
1927 by the Governor, Sir Tom Bridges, as the Angorichina Hostel, architect A. C. 

Austral Archaeology 7-208 Donovan & Associates 



FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Angorichina Station 

Hempel gave his services free for the preparation of plans and the Chief Secretary 
gave a donation of a £1,000. Lease holders of Angorichina, J. Lee and W.H. 
MacFarlane, presented the land for the scheme. It was in use after the Second World 
War and in 1973 was converted for use as a tourist centre, which it has been since. 
See Angorichina Village. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Despite the many additions and alterations, the homestead is attractive and an integral 
part of the station complex. It is of major local heritage significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the homestead displays historical, economic or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area in that it is strongly associated with the theme of 
pastoralism; 

(b) the grave site represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the 
local area where stations were far removed from established town cemeteries. 

REFERENCES 

Advertiser, 8 May 1926; 21 April 1932; 15 September 1936 (articles relating to TB 
hostel). 

Cockburn, R., Pastoral Pioneers of South Australia, Facsimile Edition, Lynton 
Publications, Blackwood, undated, vol. 1, [1925] p. 93. 

Fargher, I.D. - two photo albums kept by the Whyte family of Angorichina, circa 
1907-15. 

Mincham, H.,The Story of the Flinders Ranges, Rigby, Adelaide, 1983, p. 87, picture 
p. 207. 

Mincham, H. and Walls, B., The Flinders Ranges, Rigby, Adelaide, 1978, p. 40. 
Mortlock Library of South Australiana, 187 5 photo of Angorichina shearing shed 

(number not identified) also B.20608, B.27616. 
Observer, 28 August 1875; 21 September 1929 (article relating to TB hostel). 
S. Pippos, Flinders Ranges South Australia: the art of a photographer, Endeavour 

Publishing, Adelaide, 1993, pp. 22-3. 
State Records - GRG35/3, Surveyor-General's Office valuator/valuations, credit 

land department, letter 9 March 1867 from Henry Swan to Surveyor-General's 
Office. 

Survey Department, Pastoral Map for 1885. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 17.11.1994 
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Angorichina Station 

Cemetery 
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Angorichina Village 

LOCATION 

Address 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 

CT Number 
Section 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

UNP-LR-04 

Parachilna Gorge 
Juvema Pty Ltd, c/- Mann Judd Wallbridge, 308 

Carrington Street, Adelaide 
4298/94, 95 
6 
Oratunga 
Unincorporated 
6635-IV 673537 

Nil 
Nil 

32/20, 21,22,23,24, 25-28,29,30, 31 
J. McCarthy 

General view of former hospital (in foreground) and generator shed 
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Angorichina Village 

DESCRIPTION 

The buildings from the tuberculosis sanatorium era have largely survived. All have 
been at least slightly altered or added to but the overall integrity of the place is fairly 
high. Twelve historic buildings were noted. These include: four former residences 
or 'chalets' , the former hospital (now dormitory) , the stone 
accommodation/administrative/residence (now shop), the generator shed (still in 
original use), a former ablutions block (now storage shed), the former stone 
caretaker's residence and garage (now partially collapsed and used for storage) , an 
underground room (formerly used by patients for respite from the heat and now 
converted to amenities under a 1970s building), a semi-underground food storage 
room, and the former dairy (now a shed). There are also numerous features such as 
concrete spoon drains, garden edgings and garden plantings which appear to date 
from the sanatorium era. 

The chalets and the hospital were originally weatherboard or chamferboard clad with 
hipped corrugated iron roofs . Most have been at lease partially reclad with 
hardiplank and some have been totally reclad. Similarly, some have had their 
original sash windows replaced with aluminium windows. The administrative and 
caretaker's buildings are built of local stone. The latter features an inlaid foundation 
stone which reads: 

This stone laid by 
T.O. Mitchell Esq 

June 6th 1929 
Garage built by the staff and patients 

There are also foundation stones on the administrative building and the 'Gully Chalet' 
(underground room). 

See site plan for locations of buildings and main features. 

HISTORY 

This resort was once part of the Angorichina (Angorigina) Pastoral Run which was 
established as a 35 square mile property by Samuel Boord when he was granted 
Pastoral Lease 312 on 1 October 1853. It was the third most northern run at the time 
along with Oratunga and W. Field's property on Pastoral Lease 368. At some time 
William Ranson Mortlock was lessee of Angorichina together with Mount Arden and 
Yudnapinna. Henry C. Swan was the lessee for a while in the 1860s until it ruined 
him and the run was transferred to Edward Spicer. 

Isolated places like the Flinders Ranges have in the past been considered ideal for 
recuperation and convalescence, and so it was that Angorichina became such a place 
in which to set up a TB hostel for the Tubercular Soldiers Aid Society between 
Parachilna and Blinman. Part of the Pastoral Lease was made available for the 
scheme which was officially opened on 18 June 1927 by Governor Sir Tom Bridges 
as the Angorichina Hostel, architect A.C. Hempel gave his services free for 
preparation of plans and the Chief Secretary gave a donation of £1 ,000. Leaseholders 
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Angorichina Village 

of Angorichina, 1. Lee and W.H. MacFarlane presented about 64 acres of the land for 
the scheme. The objects of the hostel were: 

(1) To provide a home, more especially in the winter, in the dry and 
sunshiny Flinders Ranges for tubercular ex-soldiers who have had 
sanatorium or medical treatment. 

(2) To assist in proving the value of the northern air to the general health of 
T.B. sufferers, and to give them the benefit of open spaces in a high 
altitude. 

(3) To allow men in whom the complaint is not advancing, and who, by 
reason of their disability, consequent upon service, are unable to take 
ordinary employment, to become as far as possible independent and self
supporting by disposing of the work they turn out. 

A newspaper report for about 19 August 1927 pasted into the Hundred of Oratunga 
volume states: 

Brightness, airiness without draughts, and an entire absence of a barrack room 
or hospital atmosphere have been aimed at in the creation of the hostel. A 
modem electric lighting plant has been installed, and a permanent spring and 
pumping plant ensures a water supply for all domestic purposes and gardening. 
Comfort has been carefully balanced with economy in construction. In 
planning the building the architect (Mr. A.C. Strempel) has carefully 
interpreted the instructions of the committee, who themselves were guided by 
the best medical advice obtainable, and the brains of practical women, headed 
by the secretary (Miss E. Cleggett). As a result of this co-operation the hostel 
has been described as the most suitable building for the successful treatment of 
T.B. in the State. 

Apart from the main building that was an accommodation block, there was initially a 
nurses cottage, engine houses and several water tanks. 

It was in use after the Second World War, then in 1973 was converted for use as a 
tourist centre. The complex continues to be used as a tourist centre. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The site is considered to be of local heritage significance. It demonstrates a use of the 
locality for reasons of health and well being rather than the usual themes of 
pastoralism or mining. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the 
local area in that it demonstrates a use of the locality for reasons of health; 

(f) it is a notable landmark in the area initially being used as a TB hostel then more 
latterly as a tourist centre. 
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REFERENCES 

Advertiser, 8 May 1926; 21 April 1932 (noting objects for which hostel built); 15 
September 1936 (article by Emestine Hill on the hostel). 

Cockburn, R., Pastoral Pioneers of South Australia, Facsimile Edition, Lynton 
Publications, Blackwood, undated, vol. 1, [1925] p. 92a. 

Mincham, H.,The Story of the Flinders Ranges, Rigby, Adelaide, 1983, p. 87, picture 
p. 207. 

Mincham, H. and Walls, B., The Flinders Ranges, Rigby, Adelaide, 1978, p. 40. 
Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.4541 , B.4542, B.6011 , B.8657, B.8658, 

B.20204, B.20205, B.20667. 
Observer, 21 September 1929 (article on hostel). 
Survey Department, Field Book 2692, pp. 5- 9. 
Survey Department , Hundred of Oratunga Volumes, 19 August 1927, p. 2. 

Site Surveyor J. Mc~arthy Date(s) of Survey 17.11.1994 
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Angorichina Village 

Top: General view of generator shed 
Bottom: General view of former hospital ablutions block 
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Angorichina Village 

Top: 
Bottom: 

General view of a former 'chalet' (No. 9, Charles Moore Chalet) 
Foundation stone on former caretaker's cottage and garage 

was laid bg _ 
-Mitcbell EsQ. ·. 
june6"i92cj: 
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Arkaba Station 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 
Crown Lease 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 

Photographer 

UNP-LR-05 

Arkaba Station 
D. and E. Rasheed, c/- Post Office, Hawker 
324/55 
Moralana 
Unincorporated 
Stables and Smithy: Wilpena 6634-IV, 635864 
Cemetery: Wilpena 6634-IV, 635863 

Nil 
Nil 

Stables and Smithy: 21(7 
Cemetery: 21/8, 9, 10 
J. McCarthy 

Detail view of headstones in cemetery 
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Arkaba Station 

DESCRIPTION 

Stables and Smithy 

This is a roofless stone building which probably had a corrugated galvanized iron 
roof. It has two main rooms with a horse yard attached. According to Mrs Elizabeth 
Rasheed this was the stables and smithy and was part of the original homestead 
complex. The northernmost room still retains a pegboard for saddlery or other horse 
equipment. 

Cemetery 

This is a private cemetery which is associated with the early owners of Arkaba. It is 
located about 200m to the south of the homestead on the banks of a creek. Two intact 
headstones within a wrought iron fence reveal that the deceased were Mary Ann 
Thompson, who died in 1868, and her husband George Thompson, who died in 1878. 
There are also a number of small mounds and pieces of local slate without 
inscriptions which, according to Mrs Rasheed, are children's graves and grave 
markers. The cemetery has obviously suffered flood damage from its close proximity 
to the creek. 

HISTORY 

Few of the original buildings survive. However detailed plans of them - dated April 
1895- were recorded during the survey of the area. Although Arkaba was a large 
station, the buildings were modest. Several pastoral stations have private cemeteries 
which predate the early towns of the Flinders Ranges and Arkaba was no exception. 

Arkaba comprised several pastoral leases so that by 1856 it was over 230 square 
miles. The first lease was Pastoral Lease 76 comprising 105 square miles taken out by 
the brothers W.L. and J.H. Browne on 1 July 1851. To this was added Pastoral Lease 
271A, 34 square miles in May 1853; Pastoral Lease 429, 42 square miles in October 
1855; Pastoral Lease 447, 40 square miles in April 1856; and Pastoral Lease 455, 11 
square miles in January 1856. The brothers Browne sold their Arkaba leases in 1862, 
J.H. Browne explaining in the 1867 inquiry into Northern Runs that 'it never paid 
interest on the outlay'. On this land according to SAPP 179-1864 into the 'Carrying 
capabilities of runs' the lessee was required to carry at least 25,275 sheep on the land. 
After the diastrous droughts of the mid 1860s this expectation was reduced. 

With the demand by farmers for agricultural land in this area, Arkaba succumbed to 
the fate of being cut up into farming lots from 1895 along with nearby Warcowie. 
Wilpena Station remained intact. Simultaneously, there was a devastating drought 
from 1895 to 1904 in which one owner walked off the one part of Arkaba land 
containing 16000 hectacres and the original headquarters of the old station which 
could not even be sold for £25. The station's fortunes were turned around when Otto 
Bartholomaeus took up the lease in 1904 and built dingo-proof fences two metres 
high. Son Frank, who was born in 1899, was still living on the station in 1983. 
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Arkaba Station 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Stables and Smithy 

The smithy and stables are a significant surviving element of the original Arkaba 
homestead complex. Although in a ruinous condition, the structure largely retains its 
integrity due to its unmodified condition. The site should be recognised as being of 
local heritage significance. 

Cemetery 

The cemetery, of local heritage significance, is an important surviving element of the 
original Arkaba homestead complex. It provides an immediate and evocative link 
with the pioneers who settled the district and this station in particular. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the stables and smithy display historical, economic or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area, namely pastoralism, while the cemetery reflects the 
histories of those buried there; 

(b) the cemetery represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the 
local area, particularly attitudes towards religion and death where stations were 
far removed from town cemeteries; 

(c) the cemetery has played an important part in the lives of local residents as they 
have gathered to bury friends and relatives. 

REFERENCES 

Bruce, R., Reminiscences of an old squatter, Facsimile Edition, State Library of 
South Australia, 1974 [1902]. 

Klix, F., Flinders Ranges landscapes, Rigby, Adelaide, 1970. 
Lands Department History Books, vol. 27/3. 
Mincharn, H.,The Story of the Flinders Ranges, Rigby, Adelaide, 1983, pp. 25, 72,74, 

169, 173. 
Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.36620, B.36621. 
Pippos, S., The Flinders Ranges South Australia: the art of a photographer, 

Endeavour Publishing, Adelaide, 1993, pp. 8-9. 
SAPP 14-1867, Northern Runs. 
Survey Records Field Book, No. 1896, pp. 1-28. 
Survey Records, Hundred of Moralana, folio 9, 20 April1895. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 13.7.1994 

Austral Archaeology 7-221 Donovan & Associates 



FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Arkaba Station 

View of stables and smithy ruin to the south-west 
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Artimore Station - Ruins 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s)/Lessee(s) 

Pastoral Lease 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 

Photographer 

Ruin 3- men's quarters 

Austral Archaeology 

UNP-LR-06 

Oratunga Station 
Oratunga Pastoral Co. Ltd. (D. and I. Fargher), 

P.O. Box 276, Burnside 
Artimore 227 5 
Unincorporated 
6636-3 TL815687 

Nil 
Nil 

Ruin 1: 27/37; 28/3 
Ruin 2: 28/2, 4, 
Ruin 3: 28/1, 5 
Ruin 4: 28/6 
Ruin 5: 28/7, 8, 9, 10 
Other: 28/11, 12 
J. McCarthy 
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Artimore Station - Ruins 

DESCRIPTION 

The remains at the site consist of four stone structures; one timber structure; a 
working windmill and bore; a disused tank; a serviceable tank; and an old portable 
iron whim at the bore site. 

Of the four stone structures, ruin 1 appears to be the main homestead, ruin 2 the 
shearers kitchen and mess, ruin 3 the shearers dormitory, and ruin 4 the woolshed. All 
are in ruinous condition and missing doors, windows and roofs. Ruin 3 is in the best 
condition and could easily be conserved. It is still largely intact except for the roof, 
although part of the interior of the western gable is in danger of collapse. All 
buildings are built of local stone with a lime and mud mortar. Some have evidence of 
internal plastering. The ruins are: 

Ruin 1 - a three room structure with a fireplace at the western end. The 
eastern room is a later addition. The floor is slate paved. The door and window 
frames are of native pine. It had at least two windows and four doors. External 
walls were whitewashed. Its condition is poor. 

Ruin 2 - a two room structure with a large (2.5 x 1.5m) fireplace and separate 
bread oven at the western end. The bread oven features white firebricks. The 
floor is slate paved. The door and window frames are of native pine. It had at 
least two windows and two doors. External walls were whitewashed. The tops 
of the walls had pine top plates tied together by iron tie rods. Its condition is 
poor. 

Ruin 3- a single room structure with no fireplace. The floor is of earth. The 
door and window frames are of native pine. It had six windows and two doors. 
External walls were whitewashed. Its condition is good. 

Ruin 4 - a barn or shed constructed from native pine uprights and measuring 
approximately 9 x 6m. It has completely collapsed. 

Ruin 5- a shearing shed and wool store. It measures approx. 32 x 18m and is 
constructed of stone. It features 12 double shearing stands per side - each 
stand was used by two shearers - as there is evidence that each stand served 
two exit chutes to the yards. The floor is of pine battens and rough pine planks 
fixed to roughly squared adzed pine joists. There is a secion of rough lime 
concrete perhaps for a press. The wool store was at the southern end. The 
building has now collapsed and its condition is poor. 

The whim was built by Bentall & Co. Heybridge, Maldon, England. It is mounted on 
timber beams and is still in operational condition and can be turned by hand. It is 
probably not in situ. All the component parts of the whim are individually numbered 
- presumably for easy replacement. 
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Artimore Station - Ruins 

HISTORY 

Only the ruins stand as a testament to this early station. Although Artimore and 
Angorichina (Angorigina) have separate leases, they are now part of Oratunga 
Station. Angorichina was established as a 35 square mile property by Samuel Boord 
when he was granted Pastoral Lease 312 on 1 October 1853. It was the third most 
northern run at the time along with Oratunga. 

It is believed that John Baker first took up the Artimore and may have been 
responsible for the building of the station buildings now in ruins. Some time later he 
relinquished the Artimore lease to Henry McConville. 

McConville began his pastoral career by working for John R. Phillips of Kanyaka 
Station before working for some time at Myrtle Springs where he saw out the drought 
of the 1860s. After this when running the Mount Nor' West Station he added 
Witchelina which he sold to the Ragless brothers. It his last venture he took up 
A vondale Stati<:>n near Farina, and also acquired Angepena and Artimore. It is 
believed Artimore was abandoned around 1903. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The ruins of Artimore are a poignant testament to the early settlement of the Flinders 
Ranges and are of local heritage significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the ruins display historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to 
the local area in that they have strong associations with the theme of 
pastoralism; 

(b) the ruins represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local 
area, namely that associated with pastoralism; 

(c) the place has played an important part in the lives of local residents. 

REFERENCES 

Cockburn, R., Pastoral Pioneers of South Australia, Facsimile Edition, Lynton 
Publications, Blackwood, undated, vol. 2, [1927] p. 161. 

Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.8375, B.27895. 
Pippos, S., Flinders Ranges South Australia: the art of a photographer, Endeavour 

Publishing, Adelaide, 1993, pp. 44-5. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 18.11.1994 
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Artimore Station - Ruins 

Top: 
Bottom: 

Ruin 2 - shearers mess and kitchen 
Ruin 1 - main homestead 
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Artimore Station - Ruins 

Top: 
Bottom: 

Shearing shed ruins 
Horse whim 
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'Old' Coonatto Station 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 
CT Number 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 

Photographer 

General view of cellar or dugout 

Austral Archaeology 

INP-LR-07 

Coonatto Station, via Carrieton 
Lock family (Doris Edna and son John) 
5232/363 
Mount Remarkable 
Moockra 6533-II 530012 

Nil 
Nil 

Restored Shearers Quarters: 21/25, 28 
Main Kitchen and Bake Oven: 21/26, 27 
Old Homestead: 21!30, 31 (panorama), 33 
Cellar or Dugout: 21/32 
Men's Quarters: 21/34, 36 
Low Level Ruins of other Buildings and Sites: 

21/35 Smithy Shop ruins; 21/37 Existing 
1927 Homestead; 21/29 Drain 

J. McCarthy 
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'Old' Coonatto Station 

DESCRIPTION 

Restored Shearers Quarters 

This single storey sandstone building was a ruin consisting only of a shell of walls 
and floors but was reconstructed by the owner within the last ten years. The walls 
have been repainted and painted and new casement windows made to match the 
originals. The gable" roof with decramastic tiles has an asymmetrical pitch and it is 
not known if this matches the original. Some of the original doors and windows have 
been altered or blocked. 

This building was reputedly accommodation for dignitaries and other visitors. 

Main Kjtchen and Bake Oyen 

This building is now a ruin but the sandstone walls are still substantially intact. The 
bread oven is made of high quality imported white firebricks but has been partly 
demolished. From its location in the compound this building appears to have served 
as the main kitchen. According to the owner, there is a large cellar immediately 
below and around this building which was filled in when his forebears built the 
present homestead in 1927. 

A restored building (which now serves as the modern shearers quarters but was 
reputedly accommodation for dignitaries and other visitors) lies immediately to the 
east, while the other main buildings are all to the immediate west. 

Old Homestead 

This single storey sandstone building has a hipped-gable roof covered in con-ugated 
galvanized iron over wooden shingles. There are double (French) doors and casement 
windows. These have distinctive panel glass sections in the upper half which matches 
the design of the windows of the church. The ceilings were originally of lathe and 
plaster but have now all gone. The roof battens are made of split native pine while the 
rafters are of sawn native pine. There is a verandah on the eastern side which has a a 
corrugated galvanised iron roof and wooden floor. 

The single storey buildings on the western side of this complex are conjoined. The 
original function of this particular building is unknown. Its construction in sandstone 
indicates it is one of the earlier buildings in the complex. It is clearly for domestic 
accommodation and may have been the first homestead. The original Lock family 
certainly used it for that purpose until they built the present homestead nearby in 
1927. Part of the original encircling stone wall is intact at the southern side of the site 
adjacent to this building. 

Cellar or Du2out 

This building is a semi-dugout or cellar to the immediate north of the old homestead 
(see above). The roof has collapsed into the structure. 
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The buildings on the western side of this complex are conjoined. The original 
function of this single storey sandstone building is unknown. It appears to be either a 
cellar or dugout room with gabled roof. The rafters are of split native pine with 
Morecambe and Rodgers style galvanized iron cladding. 

Men's Quarters 

This building is long and rectangular and to the immediate north of the old homestead 
and Cellar/Dugout (see above). The roof has disappeared completely. The floor is of 
large pieces of local slate. 

The buildings on the western side of this single storey sandstone complex are 
conjoined. The original function of this particular building is unknown. The present 
owners believe that due to its size and position it was the men's quarters (dormitory). 
It has a three way toilet building attached. This has been excavated by the owner in 
search of old bottles as have most of the other dumps and old privies on the property. 

Low leyel rujns of other buildin~:s and sites 

A number of low level ruins are scattered around the main complex of buildings and 
throughout the Coonatto holdings. These were mainly shepherds huts and sheds but 
some are identifiable. Most important of these are: 

The stables: The cobbled floor survives in front of, and presumably beneath, 
the current modern stable/shed building; 

The smithy shop: This is located about 20m to the west of the main complex. 
The owners have removed the anvil for safekeeping. 

The gaol: This is located on the opposite side of the road from the main 
complex. Three rooms/cells are still visible. 

Remnants of the enclosing perimeter wall: In some places a bottom course or 
earth mound marks the location of this wall. Two locations are on the south 
and east sides of the existing 1927 homestead. 

Shearers Kitchen and Bake Oyen 

This sandstone two roomed building is now in a ruined condition but with the walls 
still substantially intact. The bread oven is made of high quality imported white 
firebricks and has an intact cast iron door. The oven is in good condition. 

About 10m to the north and 15m to the north-east respectively, are the low level 
remains of two other buildings. These were probably a mess room and perhaps an 
accommodation room for shearers. 

These sites are detached from the main complex. They lie across the creek some 100 
metres to the south-east. 
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Shearin~: Shed Rujns 

This sandstone building was of the traditional shearing shed design - much like that 
at Kanyaka. Now only the stone wall segments between the shearing stands survive. 
There were apparently some 34 stands in the shed originally although the surviving 
structural evidence indicates 30. These have been stabilised by the owner. The roof 
and floor have all gone. Apparently the roof collapsed due to termite attack and the 
structure was burnt by the owner. The modem galvanized iron shearing shed has been 
erected adjacent to the old one. There is a slate floor approach to the entrance through 
yards still extant. 

HISTORY 

Important as the southemmost of the original Hugh Pro by holdings, the Coonatto run 
run included Yanyarrie and Bendleby as substations. All three were sited on 
permanent water which (a) threw them into early conflict with the Aborigines and (b) 
ensured their survival. Coonatto was distinctive as it was totally walled against 
Aboriginal attack. The buildings were in a quadrangle with a large walled yard 
enclosing some of the outer buildings such as the church. The revoking of leases in 
1875 in favour of smaller agricultural holdings broke up Coonatto. The wheat farmers 
then quarried the large amounts of stone walling from the Coonatto properties to 
build their own houses. 

Coonatto was once one of the largest pastoralleaases in the southern Flinders Ranges 
but was cut up along with many stations south of Wilpena Station when the demand 
for agricultural land was intensified through the 1870s and 1880s. All that is left 
intact is the church. The name of the former station is perpetuated in the Hundred of 
Coonatto. 

Coonatto, along with Kanyaka leases, was taken out by an earl's son, Hugh Pro by, in 
1851. When he drowned in 1852 crossing the flooded Willochra Creek, the Coonatto 
lease was taken up by brothers Alexander and Frederick Grant who built up the size 
of the station to exceed 2330 square kilometres. They were also responsible for 
creating a 'model station' which was described by W. Jessop in 1862: 

Coonatto is a very orderly station. The buildings are arranged in quadrangular 
form, and the whole inclosed by walls and gates, so that the interior resembles 
a small town, the various offices being arranged in their proper street, and in 
some places grouped into courts. Everything connected with Coonatto bears 
the same token of cleanliness and care. The Bachelors' Hall, usually the 
sleeping place of strangers, is here a bedroom as good as any hotel can furnish 
. . . The house is noted as the best residence in the north, and its owners among 
the most hospitable and best-bred people in the Colony ... 

In 1899 the property was briefly described by a reporter passing through the property 
on the train. He noted 'Coonatto sheep station is passed, some of the buildings 
looking very dilapidated, though "government house" and its immediate surroundings 
are comfortable enough, an old thatched brown stone building being extremely 
picturesque. ' 
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The station was also seen as a role model for what could be done for the welfare of 
employees of stations and the education of their children. It was noted by a 
government inquiry into pastoral lease valuations of 1864 that with longer term 
leases, station leaseholders with their families were more likely to live on their 
stations and create a sense of permanency by good housing and conditions as well as 
providing schooling for the many children living on the bigger stations. Coonatto not 
only had its own place of worship but provided schooling for station children. This 
was noted in the inquiry as what other stations could aspire to if the terms of pastoral 
leases were improved. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Restored Shearers Quarters 

This building was an important element of the original complex. Although it has 
largely been reconstructed, it is still an important contributing factor to the 
significance of the site as a whole and is considered to be of high local significance. 

Majn Kitchen and Bake Oyen 

This building was a critical element of the original complex. Although it now 
survives only as a high level ruin, it is an important contributing factor to the 
significance of the site as a whole and is considered to be of high local significance. 

Old Homestead 

This building is an important element of the complex. It is largely intact with original 
features and may well have been the first homestead; it was home to the first 
generation of the present owners around the turn of the century. The remaining 
section of protective walling at the southern end of the building is significant as a 
legacy of early Aboriginal/European conflict. While much of this building remains, it 
is in ruinous condition and is considered to be of high local significance. 

Cellar or Du2out 

This building is an important element of the complex. It is largely intact with original 
features and may well have been part of the first homestead. While much of this 
building remains, it is in ruinous condition and is considered to be of high local 
significance. 

Men's Quarters 

This building is an important element of the complex. It is largely intact with original 
features and may well have been part of the first homestead. While much of this 
building remains, it is in ruinous condition and is considered to be of high local 
significance. 
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Low leyel rujns of other buildin2s and sites 

These buildings were critical elements of the original complex. Although they now 
survive only as low level ruins, they are important contributing factors to the 
significance of the site as a whole and are considered to be of high local significance. 

Shearers Kjtchen and Bake Oyen 

This building was a critical element of the original complex. Although it now 
survives only as a high level ruin, it is an important contributing factor to the 
significance of the site as a whole and is considered to be high local significance. 

Sbearjn2 Shed Ruins 

These ruins are an important element of the complex. They reveal the scale and 
success of the original run and are a significant reminder of the early pastoral period. 
While much of this building remains, it is in ruinous condition and is considered to be 
of high local significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the complex displays historical, economic or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area in that they have strong associations with the theme 
of pastoralism; 

(e) the old homestead has played an important part in the lives of local residents 
given that the protective walling at the southern end of the old homestead is 
significant as a legacy of early Aboriginal/European conflict; 

(f) the complex is a notable landmark in the area given that at one time it was one 
of the most important stations. 

REFERENCES 

Chronicle, 3 June 1899 (brief description by passing reporter). 
Jessop, W., Flindersland and Sturtland or, The inside and outside of Australia, 

Bentley, London, 2 vols, 1862. 
Lands Department History Books, vol. 13/14. 
Mincham, H.,The Story of the Flinders Ranges, Rigby, Adelaide, 1983, pp. 60-61. 
Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.8015. 
SAPP 213-1864, Pastoral Lease valuations, pp. 71-72. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 25.7.1994 
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Top: 
Bottom: 

General view of restored shearers quarters 
General view of low level ruins of men's quarters 
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Top: General view of the building believed to be the old homestead 
Bottom: General view of kitchen and bake oven ruin 
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General view of shearers kitchen and bake oven ruin 
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LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s)/Lessee(s) 
Pastoral Lease 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 

Photographer 

Detail view of overseer's hut 

Austral Archaeology 

UNP-LR-08 

Edeowie Station 
R. and J.A. Nutt, via Hawker 
Perpetual Lease 12918 
Edeowie 
Unincorporated 
6535-2 579179 

Nil 
Nil 

Overseer's Hut: 26/14 
Grave: 26/18 
J. McCarthy 
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DESCRIPTION 

Overseer's Hut 

This was a two room stone structure that has had a wall removed in one room to 
make it an open shed for vehicles. There is an internal dividing wall of pine and 
corrugated galvanised iron. The other (southern) room is used for storage. The back 
of the building was the blacksmith's shop (now demolished). It had a skillion roof off 
the main gable roof of corrugated galvanized iron over shingles on a native pine 
frame. It had an open front. Part of the stonework of the southern wall is still in situ. 
It has louvred windows and concrete floors. 

There is a ghost story attached to this building and the ghost has reputedly been seen 
pointing at something in the southern room by at least two people. 

Graye 

There is a grave of John Kirwan located about lOOm to the east of the main 
homestead. It has a headstone and engraving which contains the inscription: 

HISTORY 

In Memorian of John Kirwan 
Here lyeth Formerly of Dalgan Co. Galway, Ireland 

who died at Ediowie, January 11873 
aged 67 years 

This tablet is erected as a tribute of affectionate remembrance 
by his sorrowing family. 

Nemo in ses tentat decendere . 

The Survey Department volume of the Hundred of Edeowie, June 1881, details 
measured drawings for some of the station buildings including the overseer's hut 
which was the store. The main structure had two windows and a central door. It was 
built of stone and was approximately 30ft x 15ft, with a s~ble with open front to the 
rear and a small harness room to one side. Attached to. one end of the stable was a 
pine slab chaff house, 13ft x 11ft, and smithy that was 27ft x 11ft. It is not certain 
when the building was constructed, but it is possible that William Marchant was 
responsible for the early buildings on site when he held the lease between 1859 and 
1873. 

John Kirwan was working at Edeowie (also spelt Ediowie) when he shot himself on 
New Years Day in 1873 because a bug became entrapped in his ear. It is believed 
Kirwan was running the Wilpena Eating House in 1862 and built the Arkaba Eating 
House in 1863. 

The lease- Pastoral Lease 83 - was first taken up in 1851 by the brothers W.J. and 
J.H. Browne. It was named Edeowie by the incoming lessee William Marchant in 
1859 who held the pastoral lease until 1873 . The name is Aboriginal for 'diamond 
sparrow water' according to Manning's Place Names of South Australia. 
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After the land was subdivided the Edeowie Run containing the station buildings (on 
part block 3 and 8) was secured by W.H. Lock for about ten years. In 1891 Valentine 
Howard Mogg of Jamestown secured the perpetual lease CL 4087 and held the 
30,000 acres until about 1920. Three brothers called Nutt from Ororoo took over the 
lease- CL 12918- which they held until1948 before they transferred the lease to 
G.B.A. Parsons of Pewsey Vale. In 1951 he transferred the property to his business 
name, the Oraparinna Company, which was held by it until 1973. Until 1977 it was 
leased by the Spicer family who transferred it to Roger Nutt. He is the great nephew 
of Henry Lloyd Nutt who occupied the run between 1920 and 1948. 

Edeowie Station is about 1 kilometre off the present road travelling north to Marree. 
It is adjacent to the ruins of the township of the same name and located on the old 
route north which had a series of wells sunk in November and December 1862 by the 
colonial government to aid travellers and drovers. The well sinker was Thomas 
Baker. The small township of Edeowie was surveyed in 1863. While a hotel was 
opened for business, the township never prospered. The hotel stayed opened for 
business until 1886. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Oyerseer's Hut 

This is one of the surviving buildings from the old Edeowie phase. Although it has 
been modified, it represents a function (that of overseer) that is not able to be 
identified at many other pastoral sites now and is of local heritage significance. 

Graye 

Several pastoral stations had private cemeteries when it was considered too hot or too 
difficult to transport the dead for a burial in a township cemetery or before towns in 
the Flinders Ranges were surveyed. The grave is of local heritage significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) they display historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the 
local area in that they have strong associations with the theme of pastoralism; 

(b) the overseer's hut represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the 
local area while the grave represents attitudes towards religon and death where 
stations were far removed from town cemeteries; 

(c) the grave played an important part in the lives of local residents as they 
gathered to bury John Kirwan. 
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Detail view of single headstone in cemetery 
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Holowiliena Station 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 
Pastoral Lease 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 

Photographer 

Cool Room 

Austral Archaeology 

UNP-LR-09 

Holowiliena Station, via Carrieton 
R. Warwick Pty Ltd, Hawker 
2260 
Unincorporated 
6634-II TK 954708 

Nil 
Nil 

Cool Room: 11/9, 10 
Store Room: 11/12, 13 
Cemetery: 11/3, 4 
P.F. Donovan 
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DESCRIPTION 

Cool Room 

This is an ingenious structure that is located in a bank above the high water mark of a 
creek close to the homestead. Containing two rooms scooped out from the bank, one 
behind the other, it is reinforced by timber, possibly from the nearby creek. All that 
can be seen is its facade which is of random rubble. 

Store Room 

This is a simple hut about 18ft x I Oft with a gabled roof covered in corrugated 
galvanized iron. 

Cemeterv 

A small family cemetery sited near the homestead complex, each grave is marked 
with an inscribed concrete or granite tablet. With a large pepper tree to one corner of 
the cemetery, the grounds have been fenced and well maintained. The simplicity of 
the site and the use of similar grave furniture conveys a sense of peace to the area. 

HISTORY 

Information about these particular places is not available but they date from the 
earliest days of the station's establishment. 

The original property was taken up by William Warwick with Pastoral Lease 318 of 
63 square miles on 22 October 1853. This was added to by Pastoral Lease 342 of 26 
square miles on 10 April 1854 and Pastoral Lease 419 of 25 square miles on 24 
August 1854. 

Warwick, who arrived in South Australia from Glasgow in 1839 with his wife and 
family, was employed by the Browne brothers on one of their properties at 
Williamstown. He was promoted about 1850 as manager of Canowie Station before 
becoming his own boss on the station which became known as Holowiliena. The 
name is modified from an Aboriginal word Oolyaoolyana meaning 'the place of the 
rat'. 

Before settling permanently at Holowiliena, Warwick and his older children built a 
rough hut at Yak, 5 km north where they lived temporarily until their house was built 
at Holowiliena in 1856. The 130 year old Yak chimney still survives bearing 
inscriptions. 

Warwick quickly set to developing his station so that by 1864 when the government 
valuator visited the property, he noted a headstation, a stone dwelling house, 
store, woolshed, two wells, fourteen outbuildings, trough, horse, stock, sheep yard 
fencing and on run 6 outstation huts, two wells etc. He valued the buildings of 
Holwiliena at £1298. According to Hans Mincham the station was designed by a 
person named Burgoyne. This was most likely Thomas Burgoyne, one-time editor of 
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the Port Augusta Dispatch and member of the South Australian Parliament. After 
Warwick's death in 1864, most of the children remained to work on the station. 

In 1924 the approach to Holowiliena was described as: 

.. . very picturesque, for the country is studded with pine and redgum. You 
pass a new woolshed- made from pine- on the top of a rise, go down a dip, 
and follow a creek for a few hundred yards until you come to the old 
homestead buried in a wealth of big timber - at the top of the world it would 
seem. . . . Surrounding the homestead are some big gum and pepper trees . .. 

In the 1940s Musgrove 'Jan' Marchant, the maternal grandmother of Richard 
Warwick, recorded her thoughts on life in the Flinders Ranges and at Holowiliena. 
She noted of Holowiliena: 

It stands in charm and quiet dignity. (Age has not shattered nor years bowed 
its head-) 

Yet it can boast no avenue of yews to its approach, no velvet lawns outspread 

No Grecian colonade, no portico, no stately hall. A painted door instead 
Opens upon this hospitable hearth, this farback northern home set down in 

space. 
Where once, stone upon stone, beam upon beam, were fashioned, hewn, cut 

and laid in place -
An everlasting symbol of the past, by virtue of a pioneering race. 

Its walls still echo to those early days. (Time may be often bridged by 
simplest things.) 

Pages from an old diary, photographs, bundles of letters held by faded 
strings, 

A brass-bound Bible with the family names. What thought each conjures up, 
what picture brings! 

They call to mind Dundreary whiskers, beards. 
Bustles, small waists and frills, dresses with trains-

Maybe a tilt at archery for sport, (arrows and bow the home still proudly 
claims!) 

Yet these were pioneers, who worked and fought - and all they worked and 
fought for are our gains. 

No bloody battles theirs. Famine and drought, sickness and loneliness were 
their chief dread, 

Such times as when the oxen plodding on their six weeks' trek (by weathered 
teamsters led,) 

Brought station goods and chattels, mails and food 'cross-country from the 
nearest depot-head-

When cotton waste (aswick) floating in oil, or, by good luck a homemade dip 
or two, 

Illumed the "board" they "dressed" when playing Pope Joan- (the game of 
chance that once Charles Dickens knew), 

Gambling with small carved fish, mother of pearl; paying out, or winning 
back, as was their due. 
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Nearly a century ago this house was built, and in a hundred years roots can 
grow deep, 

Green branches spring, new generations rise, to carry on while pioneers 
sleep. 

So the old home girds up its loins, and hails young lives, fresh voices, 
pattering childish feet. 

The march of Time has left few scars, ploughs of adversity few furrows on its 
brow-

Steadfast, revered in its appointed place, mellowed by age, content it watches 
now 

For changes; all those modern ways and means that youth in his exuberance 
will endow. 

In 1945 an Inspector of the Pastoral Board described the property as then being 
approximately 277 sq miles stretching across mainly undulating hills with many open 
flats or valleys intersected with big gum creeks. Holowiliena was officially divided 
into two separate leases in 1980 with the original homestead and other usual buildings 
being located on the northernmost run. Of the many buildings that formed the hub of 
the station three buildings survive intact. They are the stone homestead, cottage and 
storeroom. The station has a family cemetery where nine of William Warwick's 
children are buried. Altogether there are twelve graves in the small cemetery. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Cool Room 

This is an unusual structure and may be the only one of its type in the Flinders 
Ranges. The Cool Room is of major local heritage significance. 

Pua: and Pjne Store Room 

The pug and pine building is an integral part of the homestead complex and may be 
one of the earliest buildings on site constructed before more permanent structures of 
stone were undertaken. Considered of major local heritage significance. 

Cemetery 

The cemetery contributes to the station complex and is considered of local heritage 
significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the cemetery and buildings display historical, economic or social themes that 
are of importance to the local area in that they have strong associations with the 
theme of pastoralism; 

(b) the cemetery represent customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local 
area, particularly attitudes towards religion and death where stations were far 
removed from town cemeteries; 

(c) the cemetery has played an important part in the lives of local residents as they 
have gathered to bury relatives; 
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(e) the cemetery and buildings are associated specifically with the Warwick family 
which have the longest continuous occupation on a station in the Flinders 
Ranges. 
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Top: 
Bottom: 

Store Room 
Cemetery 
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LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Address 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Balcanoona 
Gammon Ranges National Park 
National Parks and Wildlife Service 
Unincorporated 
lllinawortina 6737-3 245441 

Nil 
Nil 

24/ 17, 18, 19,20 
J. McCarthy 

General view of house and dugout ruins 
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DESCRIPTION 

This complex consists of a group of ruined buildings, a tank and bore. 

The main homestead is a stone building of four rooms with a detached cellar (semi
dugout). The interior is lined with plaster and most of the walls are still standing. 
Some have red gum top plates still in situ. The main chimney is collapsing while the 
kitchen chimney is in good condition. The detached cellar has a distinctive stone 
gable at one end and stairs leading down into it. 

Other builings in the complex include: 

• the foundations of a blacksmith's shop; 
• an accommodation building (perhaps for workers or shearers); 
• low level archaeological remains of three other buildings (cottages, wcs 

etc.); and 
• a windmill and tank. 

HISTORY 

The ruins are all that is left of the old Illinawortina Run- Pastoral Lease 1718-
first taken up by Thomas Elder after 1864. The name is corrupted from Ilhaurtunha 
which is Aboriginal for 'berry bush place'. The run became incorporated into 
Umberatana and was one of the many northern pastoral leases that Thomas Elder 
held on his own account and in partnership with Samuel Joseph Stuckey. Some of the 
others were Mumpeowie, Umberatana, Nepeowie and Blanchewater. Elder's 
holdings were described 'as large as a European kingdom and the stock it carried ran 
into bewildering figures'. 

During the Elder-Stuckey partnership camels were introduced in large numbers for 
work in. the remote regions of the colony and were used to great success especially in 
the drought years of the mid 1860s. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

These ruins represent a total pastoral complex in the remote north Gammon Ranges. 
Their integrity however, is compromised by their ruinous condition and as a 
consequence, they are of local heritage significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the complex displays historical, economic or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area in that they have strong associations with the theme 
of pastoralism and the consequent introduction of camels to work in the remote 
regions. 
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Top: Detail view of dugout 
Bottom: General view of workers accommodation 
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LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 
Pastoral Lease 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 

Photographer 

General view of original homestead 

Austral Archaeology 

UNP-LR-11 

Martins Well Station, Blinman 
D.W. and W.P. Fargher 
2245 
Unincorporated 
SH 54-13 Parachilna UL2116 

Nil 
Nil 

First Homestead: 3217 
Shearers Quarters- 1: 32/8 
Shearers Quarters- 2: 32/9 
Wool Shed: 32/10 
J. McCarthy 
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DESCRIPTION 

Fjrst Homestead 

This building, now used as a school room, is of random rubble and measures approx. 
35ft x 16ft. It has a gabled roof with parapet ends and is covered in corrugated 
galvanized iron. There are verandahs to the front and rear of the house which are not 
original. There are four-pane casement windows with wooden lintels. 

Shearers Quarters - 1 

These pair of corrugated galvanized iron shearers quarters each have a hipped roof. 
One is approx. lOm x 5m and the other is slightly smaller being 7m x 5m. Of small 
fluted iron, they are typical of about the 1920s. 

Shearers Quarters - 2 

The stone random rubble shearers quarters are approx. 15m x lOm. It has a hipped 
roof covered in corrugated galvanized iron. Along one length is a large kitchen with a 
gum lintel over the bread oven. The other room is the dining room. Along the other 
length are four separate single men's bedrooms each with its own door. There are 
plasterboard ceilings with battens and concrete floors throughout the building. 

Wool Shed 

This is a corrugated galvanized iron woolshed with a gable roof. It is approximately 
150ft x 70ft (45m x 20m). It has native pine internal fixtures, such as post and rail, 
that may have been salvaged from a much earlier shed on site. There are purlins and 
large wooden trusses of oregan, all numbered with steel bolts reinforcing them. There 
is a slate floor to the baling end. One pine upright is dated 1927, perhaps suggesting 
the date of erection. All main uprights are of eucalyptus. 

HISTORY 

There is no readily available information about the early homestead or the stone 
shearer's quarters, one of which may have been the original homestead. Indeed, no 
known information exists regarding the corrugated iron shearer's quarters or the 
woolshed, the construction of which most probably dates from the time that the 
station was severed from the Wilpena Run in 1924. An inspection of the materials 
used internally in the woolshed suggest that it was fitted out from materials of an 
earlier woolshed on the site. In the 1920s corrugated galvanized iron was a cheap and 
easy material to transport and ideal for the kind of environment in which Martin's 
Well is situated. 

Generally, there is little information about Martins Well Station. However, it is a 
fairly recent name, it having been changed to that of an old well of the same name in 
the vicinity. The station was once an outstation of Wilpena known as Tooth's Nob 
Station. It most probably changed its name after Wilpena Station was cut up in 1924. 
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The station's early history therefore was bound up with that of Wilpena's which began 
in 1851 when the first lease for the run was granted to William James and John Harris 
Browne in partnership with Henry Strong Price. At first Wilpena was only 154 miles 
square but by 1863, when additional leases had been added, the Wilpena run totalled 
almost 800 square miles. In 1861 Price took over the lease and bought the station for 
£40,000. He was soon running 33,790 sheep and 3800 cattle on the run. In 1868 the 
Wilpena lease extended across the ranges to the eastern plain, which most probably 
included the former Tooth Nob's Station. By this time the leaseholders once more 
included the Browne brothers who continued to hold the lease after Price's death in 
1889. In 1890 the lease no longer included Wilpena Pound and in 1891 the Wilpena 
lease was transferred to John Maslin. In 1924 Wilpena Station was divided into five 
separate leases. 

The Browne brothers were qualified medical practitioners who arrived in South 
Australia on the ship Buckinghamshire in 1839. Upon arrival they turned their backs 
on medicine and quickly established themselves as entrepreneur pastoralists 
possessing many pastoral leases throughout the Flinders Ranges, Eyre Peninsula and 
the south-east areas of South Australia that included Arkaba, Nilpena, Leigh Creek, 
Buckland Park, Michera, Talia, Calca, Pondana, Booborowie, Moorak and Yarainda. 
At one time they were the largest exporters of wool in the colony and were 
responsible for setting-up several well-known pastoralists, such as Johnson Frederick 
Hayward at Aroona and the Marchant brothers at Arkaba. They were not only early 
giants in the early history of pastoralism but also had highly successful public careers. 

A historical painting of Tooth's Nob painted in October 1884 shows the station 
buildings. It was painted by James Baker on a journey north, via the eastern side of 
Wilpena. During his journey in which he travelled as far north as Wooltana and 
Paralana, he painted almost two dozen different stations. 

In the 1950s the Pastoral Board docket for Martins Well reported that it was a 
relatively easy station to run because of the lack of rough country. Only two modern 
buildings were recorded then as being on site at this time. There was a large 
homestead, shearers quarters and woolshed which were described as being 'sufficient 
for requirements and mostly maintained in fairly reasonable order'. According toR. 
Coudrey there was a woolwash located north-east of old Martin's Well Road where 
wool was often washed in the creek by teamsters from the north. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Homestead 

The original homestead building, which in recent times has been used as the school 
room, is one of two buildings that survive intact from the early pastoral period. It is 
in reasonable condition and is of local heritage significance. 
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Shearers Quarters - 1 

Although corrugated iron became a popular material for pastoral buildings after about 
the 1890s, very few good examples up to the 1940s exist in good condition. Now 
unused, these two adjacent structures form a harmonious pair and complement the 
corrugated galvanized iron woolshed close by. The only other example of corrugated 
galvanized iron shearers quarters are at Angorichina which are now used for tourist 
accommodation. This pair are of local heritage significance. 

Shearers Quarters - 2 

These quarters are one of two buildings that survive intact from the early pastoral 
period and represent the type of quarters built for employees. In reasonable condition, 
they are of local heritage significance. 

Wool Shed 

Although corrugated galvanized iron became a popular material for pastoral buildings 
after about the 1890s, very few worthy examples up to the 1940s exist in good 
condition. This building complements the two nearby shearers quarters even though 
they are now unused and form a group of buildings that date from when Martins Well 
had a separate identity from Wilpena Station. Of local heritage significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) they display historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the 
local area in that they have strong associations with the theme of pastoralism; 

(b) they represent customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local area, 
namely the way in which the pastoral industry was carried out during an earlier 
time; 

(d) the wool shed and the corrugated shearers quarters display aesthetic merit, 
design characteristics or construction techniques of significance to the local area 
because although corrugated galvanized iron became a popular material for 
pastoral buildings after about the 1890s, very few worthy examples up to the 
1940s exist in good condition. 
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Top: 
Bottom: 

General view of corrugated galvanized iron shearers quarters 
General view of stone shearers quarters 
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General view of shearing shed 
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Moolooloo Station 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 

Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 

Pastoral Lease 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 

Photographer 

UNP-LR-12 

Moolooloo Station, originally called Oratunga, 
via Blinman 

Moolooloo Proprietors, 166 Greenhill Road, 
Unley 

2209,2199 
Unincorporated 
6636-3 686688 

Nil 
Nil 

Shearing Shed: 23/5, 6, 7 
Shearers Quarters: 23/8 
J. McCarthy 

General view of shearing shed. Note roof collapse in centre 
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Moolooloo Station 

DESCRIPTION 

Shearin2 Shed 

The eastern end of the building is constructed of bluestone and features windows; it 
was probably the wool store. The rest of the building is constructed of pine and 
eucalypt with a gabled corrugated galvanised iron roof which is partially collapsed. 
The internal yards and gratings are intact. There is a separate room on the northern 
side which contains branding irons, a forge, a concrete machinery foundation -
probably for an engine which powered the shears. There is evidence of seven stands. 
Said to have been worked from the 1880s, the building is in poor condition mainly 
due to wood rot in the main roof timbers. 

Shearers Quarters 

There are two historic components to this group - an accommodation block of four 
rooms and a kitchen/dining/lounge block. There are also two modem buildings built 
of concrete blocks - · a bathroom and laundry and another accommodation block. The 
older buildings are bluestone with gabled corrugated galvanised iron roofs and 
casement windows. The verandah on the accommodation block has steel posts and a 
concrete floor. There is also a separate timber/corrugated galvanised iron meat safe 
building. The kitchen block features a large original cast iron range (stove) and 
according to the owners once featured a separate bread oven. 

HISTORY 

From Pastoral Board dockets it is recorded that some of the old buildings at the 
homestead site of Moolooloo are believed to date to about 1877 when the shearing 
shed was built. But the homestead is believed to be far older. Some old buildings 
were demolished in 1965 but those left standing after a new homestead was built in 
1959 were: 

• Old stone homestead of 6 main rooms; 

• 2 roomed stone cottage, lean to, with addition of 2 bedrooms and bathroom; 

• Stable, chaffhouse, saddleroom, shed under one roof; 

• 3 room stone, man's room; 

• wood and iron blacksmith's shop. 

Both stations of Moorillah and Moolooloo are run as one, with Moolooloo being the 
head station. Moolooloo, meaning 'slippery edges', was formerly known as Oratunga 
and is located in rough country. It was on the southern boundary of this station that 
the first copper mine in the Flinders Ranges was discovered and opened in 1857. This 
part of the property containing the mine is now incorporated into Angorichina. When 
known as Oratunga it was first managed by John McKinlay, who transferred the lease 
to John Chambers in 1853. 
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Moolooloo Station 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Shearin2 Shed 

Although in poor condition, this is one of only two surviving buildings of this type in 
the Flinders Ranges. It is considered to be of high local heritage significance. 

Shearers Quarters 

The Shearers Quarters are considered of local heritage significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) they display historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the 
local area in that they have strong associations with the themes of pastoralism 
and exploration; 

(e) the property is associated with a notable local personality or event given that the 
pastoral lease was the site of the first copper operations in the Flinders Ranges 
in 1857, and in 1861 J. McDouall Stuart departed from the homestead for his 
continental crossing. 

REFERENCES 

Klaassen, N., The Northern Flinders Ranges: Mountains, Minerals and Mines 1850-
1920, Nic Klaassen, Adelaide, 1991, pp. 16, 20, 41, 51, 61. 

Mincham, H., The Story of the Flinders Ranges, Rigby, Adelaide, 1983, pp. 62-65. 
Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.46188, B.46253. 
Pastoral Board Docket 8180 for Moolooloo and Moorilah. 
Pastoral Lease 1565 756 sq m PLFD vol. 1/29, vol. 1/35. 
Personal communication with Don Byrnes, former Pastoral Board Inspector. 
SAPP 193-1857, p. 4 by Freeling. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 21.9.1994 
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Moolooloo Station 

General view of shearers quarters 
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Moorilah Station - Old Homestead UNP-LR-13 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 

Pastoral Lease 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

Moorilah Station 
Moolooloo Proprietors, 166 Greenhill 

Road, Unley 
2199 
Unincorporated 
6536-2 570795 

Nil 
Nil 

23/20, 21' 22 
J. McCarthy 
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Moorilah Station - Old Homestead 

DESCRIPTION 

The old homestead is at the rear (to the east) of the new homestead but appears to be 
of concrete pise type construction with hipped corrugated galvanized iron roofs. (The 
construction style is similar to that of the old buildings at Yalpara Homestead). There 
are two separate buildings- one may have been a kitchen. The other has a verandah 
around 3.5 sides, and a rough concrete floor. The detailing of ogee gutters and style of 
bargeboards and the milled timber in the roof suggests a later rather than early 
construction date i.e. that the buildings have been renovated in the 1920s and are not 
original except for the walls. 

HISTORY 

The old homestead building predates the station that is known as Moorilah, and little 
is actually known about the building or about this station. It seems it was once part of 
Moolooloo that originally stretched for 'a hundred miles' according to Presbyterian 
padre, William Gray, 'north to south from Burr Well to Blinman' and also included the 
stations of Puttapa and Warraweena. Moorilah was created between North Moolooloo 
and Moolooloo between about 1912 and 1918. However, according to the official 
pastoral map valid up to 1865, the area that is now Moorilah, was first taken up 
between 1854 and 1855 as several separate leases. They were Pastoral Lease 379 by 
John Haimes on 31 August 1854 which was 195 square miles, and Pastoral Lease 444 
by John Chambers on 15 December 1855 which covered 111 square miles. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Although the construction materials are unusual, the homestead is of local heritage 
significance only. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the 
local area in that it has a strong association with the theme of pastoralism. 

REFERENCES 

Gray, W., Days and nights in the bush, Robert Dey, Sydney, 1935, p. 22. 
SAPP 38-1865, Return of Pastoral Leases, 1851 to 1864. 
SUIVey Department, History Books, vol. 23, p. 10. 
SUIVey Department, Pastoral Map up to 1865. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 21.9.1994 
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Moralana Station 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s)/Lessee(s) 
Pastoral Lease 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 

Photographer 

General view of cemetery 

Austral Archaeology 

UNP-LR-14 

Moralana Station 
University of Adelaide, North Terrace, Adelaide 
Perpetual 
Unincorporated 
6534-IV 466077 

Nil 
Nil 

Shearing Shed: 32/3, 4 
Cemetery: 32/2 
J. McCarthy 
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Moralana Station 

DESCRIPTION 

Sbearjn2 Shed 

The shearing shed, which is constructed entirely of corrugated galvanized iron, has a 
hipped roof with a skillion section along the north side containing the pens. There are 
six stands on the south side, while baling is done at the west end. Measuring 150ft x 
70ft it is raised about three feet off the ground on native pine stumps. The shed has a 
Cooper oil engine. 

Cemetery 

Two marked graves for three people survive out of thirteen known ones in the station 
complex cemetery. Each grave has a surrounding iron fence. One headstone is 
marked: 

The other headstone reads: 

HISTORY 

Ida Lily May 
beloved wife of W.J. Cowan 

died July 27 1899 
aged 23 years 

also Alice Holbrook Turner 
sister of the above 

who died February 28 1883 
aged 9 months 

In memory of 
Henry Farrell Mansell 

killed at Maralina 
July 1872 
aged 43 

There is no specific information relating to the shearing shed, but it appears to date 
from the 1920s or 1930s. 

The cemetery is typical of those to be found on pastoral stations, and the present 
manager, John Dobbs, noted that Henry Mansell was murdered with an axe. Indeed, 
the story rated a mention in the Advertiser of 31 December 1906 when it was noted 
that the overseer 'was chased round and round the stockyard by a drink-maddened 
lunatic brandishing an axe . . . ' Also noted in the same article was reference to a 
sundowner who had died of thirst being buried in the cemetery. 
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Moralana Station 

Morolana Run- Pastoral Lease 606- was taken up as a 188 square mile area on 29 
September 1857 by Philip Butler who was in partnership with William Briggs Sells 
and Alexander William Thorald Grant. They traded as W.B. Sells & Co. In Volume 
Two of Pastoral Pioneers of South Australia, Sell records 'I made the Moralana run 
and lived there five years'. 

William Briggs Sells began his pastoral career first by being employed by John 
Howard Angas. At some stage he secured a position as overseer at Coonatto Station 
followed by a period at Kanyaka. Saving funds from these endeavours he was able to 
establish Moralana. Although Sells was successful operating Moralana, his ventures 
with his partners into other pastoral pursuits were hazardous. Sells 'was a strong 
advocate for the appointment of a Pastoral Board free from all political influence, the 
members to be nominated equally by the Government and the Crown lessees'. 

According to valuation records of February 1888 there was an extensive complex at 
Moralana such as a woolshed on Moralana Creek. There was also a four bedroom 
manager's house, store, dining room, underground dairy, men's kitchen, married men's 
hut, coach house, smithy, shearer's kitchen and other miscellaneous buildings. Before 
resumption of the land for closer settlement Moralana's new lease was Pastoral Lease 
1681. 

From the early 1900s until 1968 the station was owned by the Davies family. When 
John Davies died the property was left to the University of Adelaide who now own it 
with Prince Alfred College. John Dobbs, the present manager, grew up on this station 
and his father was appointed manager in 1935. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Sbearin2 Shed 

The corrugated galvanized iron shearing shed is a good example of its type and 
period and is of local heritage significance. 

Cemetery 

The cemetery is one of about twelve private ones to be found on pastoral stations 
throughout the Flinders Ranges and were necessary until the later surveyed towns 
provided public cemeteries. Recommended as a place of local heritage significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) they display historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the 
local area in that they have strong associations with the theme of pastoralism; 

(b) the cemetery represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the 
local area, particularly attitudes towards religion and death where stations were 
far removed from town cemeteries; 
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Moralana Station 

(c) the cemetery has played an important part in the lives of local residents as they 
gathered to bury friends and relatives; 

(d) the cemetery is associated with a notable event, namely the axe murder of 
former manager, Henry Mansell. 

REFERENCES 

Advertiser, 31 December 1906 (reference to sundowner and axe murder). 
Cockburn, R., Pastoral Pioneers of South Australia, Facsimile Edition, Lynton 

Publications, Blackwood, undated, vol. 1, [1925] pp. 64-65, 146-147; vol. 2, 
[1927] pp. 214-215. 

Dobbs, John and Dobbs, Gill, photographs of Moralana in the 1940s. 
Lands Titles Office- Crown Leases: 409/4, 409/5, 472/22, 486/17, 494/97. 
Survey Records, Valuation records of Pastoral Leases, Pastoral Lease 1681/12; 

Hundreds Map ofWoolyana dated 22 March 1881, folio 33; Hundred of Moralana, 
folio 9. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy/P. Sumerling Date(s) of Survey 21.3.1995 
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Moralana Station 

General view of corrugated galvanized iron shearing shed 
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Mount Fitton Station - Outstation Ruins UNP-LR-15 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 

Pastoral Lease 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer . 

General view of homestead 

Austral Archaeology 

Mount Freeling Station 
S.J. Mann, c/- Nelson Parkhill, G.P.O. Box 

2018, Adelaide 
2271A 
Unincorporated 
Callabonna 1:250,000 series 247288 (metric 

360684) 

Nil 
Mound Springs Heritage Survey, 1984 

29/14, 15, 16 
A. Jenner 
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Mount Fitton Station - Outstation Ruins 

DESCRIPTION 

There were six main rooms to this chiselled sandstone structure. A stone near the 
front door is inscribed 1935. The floors are concrete and there is a verandah (concrete 
floor) all around the house. One chimney in the main house is of brick and the 
windows were sash and had arched brick lintels. There is an AGA stove which is still 
in situ in the kitchen. There is a wrecked piano in one of the front rooms, a detached 
laundry with copper on the east side, and there is also a concrete floor of a former 
garage and generator house on the west side of the house. Yards are on the east side. 

HISTORY 

There were early mining activities in the region dating from the 1890s. However, this 
item bears no relation to this. It is a relatively modem station building, constructed in 
about 1925, and which is now an outstation of the Mount Freeling run. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Because the outstation seems to have little evident historical significance, it is of local 
heritage significance only. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the 
local area in that it has an association with the theme of pastoralism. 

REFERENCES 

Kinhill Steams, European Settlement Assessment of South Australian Mound Springs, 
Mound Springs Heritage Survey, Adelaide, 1986, p. 2. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 30.11.1994 
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Mount Fitton Station - Outstation Ruins 

General view of laundry and rear of homestead 
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Mount Freeling Station 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 

Pastoral Lease 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 

Photographer 

General view of original homestead 

.· 

Austral Archaeology 

UNP-LR-16 

Mount Freeling Station 
S.J. Mann, c/- Nelson Parkhill, G.P.O. Box 

2018, Adelaide 
2271A 
Unincorporated 
Marree 1:250,000 series 214290 (metric 329686) 

SH 54-5 

Nil 
Mound Springs Heritage Survey, 1984 

Old Homestead: 29/17, 18 
Store: 29/19, 20, 21 
New Homestead: 29/20,21 
Shearers Quarters: 29/22 
Shearing Shed: 29/22 
A. Jenner 
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Mount Freeling Station 

DESCRIPTION 

Old Homestead 

The building, which is of local stone with a hipped roof, is covered in corrugated 
galvanized iron and has ogee gutters. Formerly there was a verandah along the front 
which was slate paved. Floors are now concrete. The building has two rooms with a 
central passageway. There is a fireplace and chimney at the south-east end and the 
window type is four-pane sash. 

Of local stone with a gabled corrugated galvanised iron roof and 'D' gutters, this 
building has floors now of concrete. There are no fireplaces, and the building has 
three rooms -each with a door and sash window. 

New Homestead 

The building is of vernacular construction made of local stone with a hipped and 
gabled roof covered in corrugated galvanized iron. Floors are concrete. There are sash 
windows and verandahs on two and a half sides of the building. It appears to date to 
the 1930s or 1940s. 

Shearers Quarters 

This building is of cement block with render and has a gabled roof with corrugated 
galvanized iron. Floors are concrete. There are seven shearers rooms, two cooks 
rooms, a separate mess and kitchen. The building has a large cooking fireplace/range 
and a separate breadoven and sash windows. There is a detached cement block 
bathroom/laundry and a detached meat safe. 

Shearim: Shed 

This is a glavanized iron shearing shed with Southern Light roof form. Floors are 
concrete and tongue and groove pine. This is a six stand shed. It has a Southern Cross 
engine and overhead driveshafts still in use. The pens are not original and have been 
repaired/replaced with pinus radiata. Some old pen gates are still in situ. The yards are 
modern. There are 14 sorting bays. 

HISTORY 

There is little readily available information about these items. It is known that copper 
was found in the vicinity of Mount Freeling in the early 1860s and that a police 
station was opened there in 1866 and a post office in 1868 (this closed in 1896). The 
police station is noted on a pastoral plan dated 1886 but a report in the Advertiser in 
June 1899 noted that the station had been deserted ' ... for some years.' The report 
continued: 
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Mount Freeling Station 

There are several buildings at Freeling, but they are all in considerable 
disrepair. The station itself is a substantial and extensive iron-roofed, stone 
structure, with a verandah overlooking the creek, and the front portion is well
built, although the back part is now tumbling down, a big hole gaping in the 
masonry at one side. It was built in the sixties, and added to in the nineties. 
The words "post-office" are stencilled on one crazy door, and "police office" 
on a detached building close by near to which is the old police cell, with a tall 
dovecot erected behind. In the floor of this cell are driven posts with iron 
rings . . . In front of the station five pepper trees and a gum are planted, and a 
splendid big pepper tree grows at the well, a few score of feet away; but alas, 
the water is 40 ft. from the surface, and neither bucket nor rope is available. 
An iron shanty, which was once Phil Smith's eating-house, is on the same side 
of the creek as the station, while the ruins of a stone hotel are opposite. Near 
the well are a number of drinking-troughs, but naturally they are empty. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Old Homestead 

The old cottage appears to be the original homestead. It is one of only two old 
buildings to have been retained. Other buildings are modern and are of little heritage 
significance. Though there remains some doubt about the original use of this 
building, it is significant because of its association with the early European 
occupation of the northern Flinders Ranges and its links with early mining in the area. 
It is a good example of an early verancular construction. However, its importance is 
not primarily dependent upon its early use and it is considered of local heritage 
significance. 

Store - New Homestead - Shearers Quarters - Sbearin2 Shed 

These buildings are considered of local heritage significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) they display historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the 
local area in that they have associations with the themes of pastoralism and 
mining. 

REFERENCES 

Advertiser, 28 June 1899 (description of Mount Freeling). 
Department of Lands, pastoral plan diagram, p. 34. 
Kinhill Steams, European Settlement Assessment of South Australian Mound Springs, 

Mound Springs Heritage Survey, Adelaide, 1986, p. 3. 
Manning, G.H., Manning's Place Names of South Australia , G.H. Manning, 

Adelaide, 1990, p. 120. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 30.11.1994 
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Mount Freeling Station 

Top: General view of store building 
Bottom: General view of store at left and current homestead 
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Mount Freeling Station 

General view of shearers quarters at right and shearing shed at left 
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Mount Lyndhurst Station 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 
Pastoral Lease 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 

Photographer 

UNP-LR-17 

Mount Lyndhurst Station 
Blue Sturt Nominees Pty Ltd, via Lyndhurst 
2310 
Unincorporated 
SH 54-9 Copley 1:250,000: TM7959 

Nil 
Nil 

Old Homestead/Blacksmith's Shop: 30/6, 7, 8 
Main Homestead: 30/9, 10 
Men's Quarters: 30/11 
Overseer's Hut: 30/21 
Tank: 30/22 
Hogan's Bore Hut: 30/23 
A. Jenner 

General view of original homestead or smithy 
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Mount Lyndhurst Station 

DESCRIPTION 

Old Homestead/Blacksmith's Shop 

All that remains of this stone building is the timber frame of the skillion section. This 
is the rear section of a former building. Under the corrugated galvanized iron roof, the 
roof timbers are sawn and the stone walls have parapets. The floor is sunken below 
the surrounding ground level by about 300mm and is made of slate. It has all the 
appearances of being an early structure. It may have been part of the original 
homestead and then had a later use as a smithy. There is no evidence of the latter use. 

Main Homestead 

The homestead is of rendered stone. It has a gable and elongated rear skillion and is 
covered in corrugated galvanized iron. Floors are concrete. There are four chimneys 
and verandahs along the front and back (east and west sides) which are enclosed. 
There is a detached old stone laundry which has a gabled corrugated galvanised iron 
roof with parapets. The windows are various and modified. It has had various 
additions at the rear. 

Men's Quarters 

The building if random stone, is gabled with skillion on the south side. There are two 
three-pane casements. The roof is of corrugated galvanized iron with parapets and the 
verandah floor is concrete. There are two chimneys, a corrugated galvanized iron 
addition at the north-west corner and a detached laundry/toilet at the rear. 

Overseer's Hut 

This was a stone four room gabled cottage with a skillion addition at the rear and a 
verandah along the front (south) with casement windows. The roof of corrugated 
galvanized iron and sawn timbers has now partially collapsed. The building is in 
ruinous condition. 

Two graves are apparently located to the north-east of this cottage but were not 
inspected. 

This tank is another of a type previously noted at Mallee Well in the Gammon Ranges 
National Park, at Tea Tree Well just north-west of the Beltana Roadhouse and at 
Umberatana Homestead. It is twelve metres by twelve metres, two metres high and 
has distinctive stone buttresses in the centre of each wall. See the Mallee Well entry 
for more details. This example appears to have had an engine rather than a whim as 
there are foundations nearby. The troughs have been concreted. 
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Mount Lyndhurst Station 

Ho~an's Bore Hut 

This is a two room stone shepherd's hut with a fireplace at the eastern end containing 
a small cast iron stove. It has a corrugated galvanized iron barrel vaulted roof and 
concrete or slate floors. The windows are two three-pane casements. It is in 
reasonably good condition and the roof form is distinctive. 

There are some other features around the cottage. These are an old round stone tank 
and slate/stone trough, a dry timber lined well with a ladder, and a modern concrete 
tank and windmill. The latter also has a single cylinder Lister diesel engine nearby. 

HISTORY 

Mount Lyndhurst was first taken up in 1869 by Thomas Elder and became about 1347 
square miles in extent. This station became part of the Beltana Pastoral Company in 
1898 together with, Cordillo Downs, Blanchewater, Mulgaria and Murnpeowie and 
included outstations of Avondale and Farina. Indeed, in 1899 the Beltana Pastoral 
Company was described as stretching 'from the southern boundary of Beltana for 310 
miles, to the northern limit of Cordillo, which adjoins the Haddon Downs estate on 
the Queensland border, while they have an average width of about 40 miles'. 

Even before Mount Lyndhurst was taken up, Elder: 

... either alone or in partnership with eminent pastoralists and businessmen, 
Peter Waite and Robert Barr Smith (his brother-in-law), held forty-nine leases 
on stations from Beltana to the far north, including Umberatana which he used 
as a depot between Port Augusta and Lake Hope; Mulligan; Manuwalkaninna, 
Mernpeowie, Blanchewater and the Finniss Run, which had ben abandoned by 
Scott and Power. On these runs between 1872 and 1874 their cattle numbers 
rose from 3372 to 13609 and their sheep from 118,227 to 209,285. By 1884 
Elder was master of 43,820 square kilometres. 

The massive size of each of these stations is reflected in the large-scale architecture 
considered necessary to deal with the large numbers of stock. In 1898 34,744 sheep 
were shorn at Mount Lyndhurst, the shearers drawing their supplies from Spicer's 
Hole, Cooryinanna, Coopletoorina, Emu, Mount Way, Appondrina, Mirage, Trinity, 
Box Creek, Mount Hopeless, Kingsrnill Creek, Welcome Contract, South Paddock, 
A vondale and Agnowie paddocks. Prior to shearing, lamb tailing was carried out 
beginning in the August. As the Advertiser of June 1899 noted 'Then 54 shearers 
will be at the station with more than as many rousabouts and musters, and indeed that 
is the only time when the big double-storeyed men's hut, dining room and kitchen is 
filled.' 

The Advertiser article continued to describe the Mount Lyndhurst Station: 

The "Government House" is a long, low, one-story building of stone, with an 
iron roof, situated on the side of a bare hill but having a very cosy and 
comfortable appearance, while inside it is furnished well and tastefully. . .. 
Opposite on a little rise is the powder-magazine and belfry while round the 
other side of the hill is the stone store and post-office. Near the residence 
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is a very busy looking blacksmith's shop, while crowning the apex of an 
adjacent mound is a picturesque butcher's shop. Down on the flat opposite the 
house is the two-storey men's kitchen, with a flight of steps leading to the 
platform at each end. The building is 87 ft. long by 21 ft. wide. On the found 
floor is the dining-room, 40 ft. x 20 ft. , with strong tables and forms, while 
attached to the kitchen there are two boilers, a baker's oven, and a wide 
chimney, the cooks' bedroom opening off the kitchen. At one end is the 
bedroom for the station-hands, where 14 bunks are provided, and carved 
initials tell of many previous occupants. The first-floor is divided into five 
compartments, bunks in two decks being arranged on each side of the aisle. 
There is room for 24 sleepers in each of these, except one, which holds but a 
dozen .... 

On the edge of the creek near the station is a well 70 ft. deep, with standing 
water at 30 ft., and the pumps raise 30,000 gallons in eight hours, the water 
diminishing in the shaft 8 ft. in five hours. The average stroke of the pump is 
100 a minute. There is a vertical boiler to supply the engine, which is 
contained in a little stone house, adjacent to it being a windmill with 10 ft. 
fans, elevated on an iron frame. An iron channel leads the water into a big 
stone tank, whence it flows into stone troughs on each side, constructed 
similarly to those at Leslie's well. Between the tank and the pump is a little 
garden, where vegetables are grown when conditions are favorable. Several 
huts are situated near the well ... 

Mount Lyndhurst was sold at auction by the Beltana Pastoral Company on 24 August 
1984 for over a million dollars to Blue Sturt Nominees. In the sale brochure the 
station was described as 'one of the foremost wool and sheep producing properties in 
South Australia'. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Old Homestead/Blacksmith's Shop 

The integrity of the structural remains is low and is considered of local heritage 
significance. 

Main Homestead 

While the building appears to be original, it has been modified and added to quite 
extensively. Consequently, the homestead is considered of local heritage 
significance. 

Men's Quarters- Oyerseer's Hut 

These buildings were an important element in the complex and are considered of local 
heritage significance. 
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The tank represents the importance of water in this Far North area. It is a significant 
element of the Mount L yndhurst complex and is considered of local significance. 

Hoean's Bore Hut 

This building with its distinctive roof form, clearly identifies it as part of the Beltana 
Pastoral Company's empire. It is significant in that it is an elaborate building for a 
shepherd's hut and is situated in a remote location on Mount Lyndhurst Station. As a 
consequence, it is considered to be of high local significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) they display historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the 
local area in that they have strong associations with the theme of pastoralism; 

(b) they represent customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local area, 
namely the way in which the pastoral industry was carried out during an earlier 
time; 

(e) they are associated with Thomas Elder and the Beltana Pastoral Company. 

REFERENCES 

Advertiser, 15 June 1899 (description of property which also notes that there were 'a 
few little [mining] claims near Hogan's well .. .'); 21 June 1899 (extent of Beltana 
Pastoral Company). 

Kinhill Steams, European Settlement Assessment of South Australian Mound Springs, 
Mound Springs Heritage Survey, Adelaide, 1986, pp. 32--44. 

Mincham, H., The Story of the Flinders Ranges, Rig by, Adelaide, 1983, p. 112. 
Pastoral Board Docket 2310, Mount Lyndhurst. 
Personal communication with Don Byrnes, former Pastoral Board Inspector. 
Survey Department, PLFD vol. 1/30, 31, 34; vol. 3/93, 103; vol. 4/167; vol. 6/225; 

vol. 6/226 (plan of Murnpeowie ), 354A (A vondale HS). 
Australian Council of National Trusts, Historic Homesteads , Australian Council of 

National Trusts, Canberra, 1982, pp. 481-82. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 1.12.1994 
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Top: 
Bottom: 

General view of main homestead 
General view of men's quarters 
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General view of overseer's cottage 

,) 
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General view of Hogan's Bore hut and tanks 
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General view of buttressed tank 
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LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 

Pastoral Lease 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 

Photographer 

UNP-LR-18 

Mount Serle Station 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Commission, G.P.O. Box 1672, Adelaide 
2290 
Unincorporated 
6636-I 943190 

Nil 
Nil 

Homestead: 3317, 8 
Outbuildings: 9, 10, 11 
J. McCarthy 

General view of main homestead to south 
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DESCRIPTION 

Homestead 

The homestead is constructed of local stone with a hipped corrugated galvanized iron 
roof. The house was apparently built in two sections with the first section probably 
constructed in the 1850s or 1860s and the second in the 1890s. The two were 
probably conjoined by an addition between the 1890s and 1920s. The current hipped 
roof (which covers both earlier parts) and the verandahs appear to date to the 1920s. 

On the veranda there is some graffiti from the 1890s and 1913. The latter states that 
camels left that day of 1913. The only other evidence from the camel depot days are 
some sections of barbed wire boundary fences which have extremely large barbs. 
(This information comes from the manager. These fences were not sighted as they are 
remote from the homestead.) 

Outbuildin~ 

Other outbuildings at the site are the shearers quarters and separate mess which are 
constructed of rendered cement with a hipped corrugated galvanized iron roof and 
steel framed windows. They appears to date to the 1920s or 1930s. There is also an 
earlier single men's block which is constructed of stone and is now dilapidated. There 
is also a timber framed, steel trussed corrugated galvanized iron shearing shed of six 
stands. The only other structures which appear to date to the earliest phase are the old 
stone stables (ruins) and yards. 

HISTORY 

Mount Serle was established by W. and J. MacFarlane under Pastoral Lease 468 of 3 
March 1856 which was originally a 41 square mile run. They held it for three years 
before it was transferred to Abraham Scott. The lease became Pastoral Lease 1662 but 
was surrendered in 1867 by him most probably because of the drought that was 
devastating much of the far north at that time. The severity of the drought in the mid 
1860s became the subject of several Royal Commissions into the pastoral industry. 
On 30 January 1875 the lease was transferred to William L. Beare, and some time 
later came into the possession of Dr. Browne at which time it formed part of the run 
of 216 square miles. The leases were again surrendered in 1896. The Survey 
Department needed a depot for its camels and looked at both Ediacara and Mount 
Serle before choosing Mount Serle. It was established in October 1898 in the Mallee 
Well Paddock that was 68 square miles with special camel proof fencing. 

In 1905 an article in the Register described the station: 

The present depot has an area of 30 square miles, and is fenced in with posts 
and wire, and subdivided into six paddocks. The headquarters are the old 
homestead of the Mount Serle Station, and consist of a splendid four-roomed 
house, substantially built of stone, a store, a stone woolshed, men's quarters, 
and numerous outbuildings, besides very large cattle and sheep yards. A 
splendid supply of good water is obtained from a well, over which is erected a 
large windmill, and the water is pumped into a large stone tank, having 
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a capacity of 28,000 gallons. Troughing to allow 160 camels to drink at one 
time is provided. Water was originally laid on to different parts of the 
homestead, such as a vegetable and a ~ower garden, and a lawn; but the pipes 
have been allowed to corrode and perish, which it seems a pity, as, by the 
judicious expenditure of a few pounds, a plentiful supply of vegetables, fruit, 
and flowers could be grown at a very small cost, which would enhance the 
value of this property, which is an ideal place for the breeding and keeping of 
camels. 

The present stock consists of 75 camels - 30 males and 45 femals- and a 
number of calves. . .. 

Camels were kept here until1923 when the land was re-allocated to G.A. Greenwood 
who took over 138 square miles under Pastoral Lease 1515. This lease expired in 
August 1965. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The site is mainly significant for its association with the Survey Department as its 
camel depot and its association with Flinders identity, G.A. Greenwood. The 
homestead is considered to be of local heritage significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) they display historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the 
local area in that they have strong associations with the theme of pastoralism 
and transportation; 

(e) they are associated with Flinders identity, G.A. Greenwood. 

REFERENCES 

Lands Department History Books, vol. 5/53, vol. 13/47, vol. 16/41. 
Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.26247. 
Register, 15 August 1905 (description). 
SAPP 38-1865, Return of Pastoral Leases 1851-1864. 
SAP P 14-1867, Commission to inquire into the state of the runs suffering from 

drought. 
State Records- GRG35/584/14 for Mount Serle. 
Survey Department, PLFD 29b 1917 plans shows that camel depot was 68 sq m.; 

PLFD PL1662, 1667 362 sq m vol. 1/30; PLFD 1888 vol. 13/555 (Homestead Site 
Plan). 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 14.5.1995 
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Top: General view of shearers quarters and ablution block 
Bottom: General view of shearing shed and yards 
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LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 

Pastoral Lease 

Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 

Photographer 

General view of homestead 

Austral Archaeology 

UNP-LR-19 

Mundowdna Station 
Mundowdna Props Ltd, Mundowdna Station, 

Marree 
Homestead: 2992/050 
All other structures: 2298 
Unincorporated · 
Marree 1:250,000 series 636315 
Homestead: Metric 233708 
Woolshed Ruins: Metric 226712 
Stable Ruins: Metric 234709 
Spring and Tanks: Metric 245707 

Nil 
Mound Springs Heritage Survey, 1984 

Homestead: 30/24 
Outbuilding: 30/26 
Four Mile Spring Shearing Shed Ruins: 30/27, 

28 
Stable Ruins: 30/25 
Wirrigina Spring and Tanks: no photograph 
A. Jenner 

7-301 Donovan & Associates 



FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Mundowdna Station 

DESCRIPTION 

Homestead 

The gabled homestead is a simple vernacular building which includes a modem 
addition. The original building is of stone. It has a return verandah and has sash 
windows. It remains in the new complex, but has been altered and upgraded. A shed 
has been built to the west and the intervening space roofed so that the homestead now 
appears as one building. It is covered in corrugated galvanized iron. 

Outbuildin~: 

A simple vernacular sandstone cottage made of local materials. It has a gabled roof 
with parapets and is covered in corrugated galvanized iron. It has casement windows 
and a front verandah. 

Four Mile Sprin~: Shearin~: Shed Ruins 

The plan form of the stone shearing shed is still apparent from the remaining 
foundations and ground level features. It was approximately 25m long by 12m wide 
with a 3m wide verandah/paved area at the northern end. This end of the shed 
probably contained the classing, sorting and baling operations. The southern two 
thirds of the shed contained pens and stands. There were probably five to eight stands 
per side. From the shape of the foundations the building probably had a central gabled 
roof with a skillion either side where the stands were located. 

Thirty metres to the south-west is a dump which contains ferrous, ceramic, glass and 
miscellaneous materials. Eighty metres to the west is a below-ground stone water tank 
and foundations of a bread oven and cooking fireplace within a rectangular room 
foundation. This was probably the shearers kitchen and mess and/or accommodation 
building. Artefacts noted nearby include a bed frame, dray tyre, dray axle, and 
ceramics and glass. To the east of the shearing shed are some iron ships tanks. 

Stable Ruins 

Little now remains of these gabled stables with leanto. It is evident though that they 
were of vernacular construction and made from local stone. 

Wjrri~:ina Sprjn~: and Tanks 

The structure is a simply built sandstone wall. 

HISTORY 

There is no readily available historical information about the homestead or the 
outbuilding, although it seems that the outbuilding was always a secondary building 
in the Mundowdna homestead complex and may have been built about 1880. 
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The Four Mile Spring Ruins are said to be that of the original Mundowdna shearing 
shed built in about 1900. Nearby were the camel yards which were used when this 
station formed an important link in the chain of Kidman stations when supplies and 
stock passed through here to and from the more distant stations. The shearing shed is 
one of the most northerly, and is just within the dog-proof fence. 

While there is little available information about the stable ruins, they are shown on a 
plan of the head station complex dated 1886 indicating that they were part of the early 
station. 

The Wirrigina Spring and Tanks were built in about 1880 and are associated with the 
pastoral history of the station with the walling being built to protect the water source. 
The extent of the complex underscores the significance of the spring. It is noteworthy 
that a bore has been sunk to increase the supply of water. The new piping, tanking, 
and troughing indicate that the spring continues to fulfil a useful function. 

Mundowdna is an Aboriginal word and referred to a waterhole about which there was 
a legend. Mundowdna Station was first taken up by Debney and Woodford in 1868. 
At the time that valuations were undertaken in 1888 Mundowdna's Pastoral Lease 
1678 was then in the name of E. Russell. 

In 1906, partly due to severe problems with dingoes, the thousand square mile station 
was offered to Sidney Kidman unstocked for £4000. It formed part of his pastoral 
empire being geographically and strategically located. It was the depot from which 
camel strings were used to supply other Kidman properties and was within droving 
distance of the northern railway. Cattle coming from his Central Australian and south
western Queensland stations rested here and were fattened up before going to market. 

Lois Litchfield provides the following details of lessees: 

1868 
1872-3 
1898 
1899 
1906 
1928 
1919 
1956 
1973 

G.W. Debney Woodford 
W .K. Sims and Edgar Chapman 
John Whyte 
W.L. Whyte 
Sidney Kidman 
Subdivided and lease transfered to Sidney Kidman family company 
Woolpirinna transferred to Witchelina Pastoral Co. 
Mundowdna Pastoral Co. 
Wilpoorina acquired by Mundowdna Pastoral Co. 

A plan of the homestead, dated 1886, shows the main house, the stables, springs, and 
stockyards, together with other station buildings which have since been demolished. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Homestead 

Mundowdna Station has always been of significance in the region. It was particularly 
important in the Kidman chain of stations as the centre from which supplies left for 
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more remote stations, and through which stock were supplied to southern markets. 
It remains an important station, and the homestead building is significant because of 
these associations. The proximity to springs underscores their significance as a 
watering source. Considered of major local heritage significance. 

Outbuildin& 

This is not a significant item in itself. Its prime significance lies in the manner in 
which it reinforces the original homestead, and testifies to the age, extent and 
importance of Mundowdna. Considered of local heritage significance. 

Four Mile Sorin& Shearin& shed Ruins 

The significance of this item lies in the fact that it is the remains of a shearing shed
a rare item in the far north because of the depredation of dingoes - and also because 
of its association with the camel carrying service which was used to supply the many 
Kidman properties in the more remote areas. Because so little of the shearing shed 
remains, it is primarily of local heritage significance despite its historical association. 

Stable Ruins 

Though of some historic interest, these premises are of little heritage significance 
primarily because they are such a small portion of the original stables and because 
they are in such poor condition. However, they are of local heritage significance for 
the manner in which they reinforce and complement the other old buildings which 
form part of the head station and, with them, testify to the former importance of the 
station. 

Wjrri&ina Sorin& and Tanks 

The extensive walling highlights the significance of the spring and the efforts which 
were taken to preserve it. Considered of local heritage significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) they display historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the 
local area in that they have strong associations with the theme of pastoralism; 

(e) they are associated with the Kidman chain of stations, Mundowdna being the 
depot from which camel strings were used to supply other Kidman properties. 
Mundownda was within droving distance of the northern railway and cattle 
coming from Kidman's Central Australian and south-western Queensland 
stations rested here and were fattened up before going to market. 

REFERENCES 

Department of Lands, Field Diagram Book, p. 36. 
Idriess, Ion L., The cattle king: the story of Sir Sydney Kidman, Angus & Robertson, 

Sydney, 1936,pp. 184,264-5. 
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Kinhill Steams, European Settlement Assessment of South Australian Mound Springs, 
Mound Springs Heritage Survey, Adelaide, 1986, p. 6A. 

Litchfield, L., Marree and the tracks beyond in black and white: Commemorating the 
Centenary of Marree 1883-1983, Lois Litchfield, Adelaide, 1983, p. 88. 

Litchfield, L., interview with Peter Donovan, Mundowdna Station, 10 April1984. 
Manning, G.H., Manning's Place Names of South Australia, G.H. Manning, Adelaide, 

1990, p. 216. 
Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.47089/114, B.47492, B.46238. 
Survey Records, Valuation records of pastoral leases, Mundowdna, Pastoral Leases 

1678/61, 2110/215, 211, 2156/243, 2238/368, 2315/369. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 3.12.1994 
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General view of tank and shearers kitchen ruins, Four Mile Spring 
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Nilpena Station 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s)/Lessee(s) 

Pastoral Lease 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 

Photographer 

General view of main homestead 

Austral Archaeology 

UNP-LR-20 

Nilpena Station 
Oratunga and Partners, Nilpena Station, PMB 

10, Port Augusta 
2297 
Unincorporated 
SH 54-13 Parachilna 1:250,000: TL3568 

Nil 
Nil 

Homestead: 27/4 
Kitchen: 27/5 
Stables: 27/6 
Smithy: 21n 
Shearers Quarters: 27/8 
Shearing Shed: 27/9, 10, 11, 12, 14 
J. McCarthy 
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DESCRIPTION 

Homestead 

This is .reputedly the second homestead on the site according to the owners. The first 
was nearer to the spring to the south and there are no apparent remains of it. This is a 
villa style stone building with hipped roof covered in corrugated galvanized iron. 
There are interesting French doors on the east side, sash windows and Baltic pine 
floorboards. 

Kitchen 

This is a separate building to the west of the main homestead with a · hipped roof 
covered in corrugated galvanized iron. There are sash windows and Baltic pine 
floorboards. It has now been connected to the main building by a glass and timber 
addition. 

Former Stables 

This stone building with defined quoins is located to the north of the main homestead 
kitchen. It is gabled with raised parapets at each end and has a modern skillion over 
the verandah. The floors are concrete and the internal walls have been cement 
plastered. It was once the stables with a carriage room at the rear (north-east side). It 
was then converted to accommodation in the 1930s(?). The rear section is roofless 
and beginning to fall into disrepair. The south-west side features a verandah with 
modern steel poles. 

Former Smjthy 

This stone building with dirt floors is located to the south-west of the main 
homestead. It was once the smithy with a harness or tack room at the rear (east side). 
It also features the gabled end walls with parapets. The roof timbers , under its 
corrugated galvanized iron roof, have been replaced with gang-nailed pinus radiata 
trusses. The gutters have a modern 'D' profile. The double doors in the western wall 
appear original but the windows are modern louvres. 

Shearers Quarters 

This stone building is located to the south-west of the main homestead. It has been 
renovated and the roof has been replaced. The original roof structure had a double 'M' 
gable form but this has been modified to a single higher pitched gable which is 
covered in corrugated galvanized iron. Floors are concrete and ceilings are hardiflex. 
Doors are !edged and braced with simple rimlocks and windows are modern louvres. 

Sbearjn2 Shed 

This stone gabled building with a corrugated galvanized iron roof is located to the 
south-west of the main homestead. It has 'T' shaped form similar to the Arkaba and 
Mount Lyndhurst woolshed. The wool store is in the stem of the 'T' and measures 
approximately 8m x 14m while the shearing shed runs across the back and measures 
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approximately 15m x 40m. There are nine stands per side. Only five of those on the 
north-east side are still in use and they have been converted to electricity. 

Most of the original pens and fittings are still extant in the shed. The pens have slatted 
floors (some of them apparently original) while the wool store has an impressive 
stone floor. The Board appears to have been replaced- probably in the 1950s. There 
is also massive slate paving outside the entrance to the wool store. The roof structure 
appears to have oregon or similar trusses with long steel tie bolts (this may have been 
replaced in a renovation of the 1950s according to the owners). The double doors at 
either end of the shed are made of spaced battens to allow airflow. The end gable 
walls feature the original wooden louvres. 

HISTORY 

The existing Nilpena homestead appears to be the second one, for in the valuation 
records there is mention of the wells at 'old Nilpena Head Station'. The station 
buildings may only have been constructed about the time of resumption, for the 
valuation records of 6 March 1888 refer to the list of improvements that suggest they 
were recent. Buildings mentioned are the woolshed, drafting yards, stockyards, 
sheepyards, shearers kitchen, dining room, overseer's house, smithy, men's hut, stable, 
drayshed and pigsty-sheep pen. The homestead may well be the overseer's house. 

The records remarked that the shearing shed 'is in very good order, but the inside 
portion of the fittings are not so substantial as would appear by a cursory 
examination, being comprised of light timber'. Mention was made of the excessive 
cost of constructing the shearing shed 'the cartage on these items has been very heavy 
the majority of the timber used having been brought long distances'. Dimensions of 
the shearing shed were given as being 33ft x 25ft x 3ft and 12ft x 6ft x 3ft, 81ft x 
401 hft x 7ft. The joists were of red gum and the uprights were of stringy bark. 

In 1965 the lease was described as being 44 miles from its north to south boundary. 
At the same time the buildings on site were described as old but were maintained in 
exceptionally good order and condition. Photographs from the Pastoral Board of the 
same period show a substantial 1870s-1880s style homestead with verandah and 
adjoining buildings. A photograph of the 'T' shaped shearing shed was described as 
'one of the best "old" sheds in the pastoral areas'. 

Nilpena is Aboriginal for 'salt bush' and was the name of the 94 square mile run as 
established by Deeble and Trebilcock. They were granted Pastoral Lease 432 on 19 
October 1855. To this lease they added Pastoral Lease 634-636 totalling a further 166 
square miles between 29 December 1857 and 15 January 1858. Before the Pastoral 
Lease had expired in 1864, they had transferred the lea~e to the brothers William 
James and John Harris Browne. W.J. Browne was still holding the Pastoral Lease in 
January 1881, at the time of pastoral lease resumptions in the area which was then 
Pastoral Lease 1597, when a surveyor for valuation purposes inspected the property. 
After resumption, the property was reduced in size to 165 square miles. 

In 1867 Nilpena was described by lessee J.H. Browne in the government inquiry into 
the condition of the northern runs, as a cattle station with 1593 stock and eighty 
horses. When the drought of the mid 1860s worsened in which he lost 1141 of his 

Austral Archaeology 7-311 Donovan & Associates 



FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Nilpena Station 

cattle, he dismissed his four employees and closed the station down. Later when 
conditions improved he switched to sheep and ran 18,246 across 1250 square miles 
on his stations of Arkaba, Nilpena, Leigh Creek, Edeowie and Aroona. 

The two brothers were qualified medical practioners who arrived in South Australia 
on the ship Buckinghamshire in 1839. Upon arrival they turned their backs on 
medicine and quickly established themselves as entrepreneur pastoralists possessing 
many pastoral leases throughout the Flinders Ranges, Eyre Peninsula and the south
east areas of South Australia. At one time they were the largest exporters of wool in 
the colony and were responsible for setting up several well known pastoralists, such 
as J ohnson Frederick Hayward. 

The Brown brothers established many well known runs such as Arkaba, Wilpena, 
Leigh Creek, Buckland Park, Mickera, Talia, Calca, Pondana, Booborowie, Moorak 
and Yarainda. They were not only early giants in the early history of pastoralism but 
also had highly successful public careers. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Homestead 

This place is an unusual style for a rural homestead. It appears to be a suburban type 
house of the period. As a consequence, it is considered of local heritage significance. 

Kitchen 

This building is important because of its function as a detached kitchen to the main 
homestead and is considered of local heritage significance. 

Former Stables 

This building has been modified from its original use (stables) and turned into 
accommodation. The rear section is in poor condition. While it contributes to the 
character of the place, it is considered of local heritage significance. 

Former Smjthy 

This is a contributing building to the station complex and is considered to be of local 
heritage significance. 

Shearers Quarters 

This is a contributing building to the station complex and is considered to be of local 
significance. 

Shearin~: Shed 

This building is significant as a fine example of its type (i.e. a 'T' shaped shearing 
shed) and adds to the significance of the Nilpena complex as a whole. It is considered 
to be of major local significance. 
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Nilpena Station 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the structures display historical, economic or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area, namely that of pastoralism; 

(d) the shearing shed displays aesthetic merit, design characteristics or construction 
techniques of significance to the local area as the 'T' shaped shearing shed is a 
fine example of its type; 

(g) the structures have a special association with the life of the Browne brothers. 

REFERENCES 

Cockburn, R., Pastoral Pioneers of South Australia, Facsimile Edition, Lynton 
Publications, Blackwood, undated, vol. 1, [1925] pp. 30-33. 

Manning, G.H ., Manning's Place Names of South Australia, G.H. Manning, 
Adelaide, 1990, p. 226. 

Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.47487, B.47488. 
Pastoral Board Docket 8224. 
Survey Records, Valuation records of pastoral leases, PL 1597/15. 
Survey Records, Hundred of Nilpena, folio 48, 12 October 1889 (Township of 

Parachilna). 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 16.11.1994 
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Nilpena Station 

Top: General view of kitchen 
Bottom: General view of former stable building - converted to accommodation 
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Nilpena Station 

Top: General view of smithy 
Bottom: General view of shearing shed. Note stone paving 

• 
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Nilpena Station 

General view of shearers quarters 
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Oladdie Station - Ruins and Graves INCE-LR-03 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 
Crown Lease 
Section 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Oladdie Station, Carrieton-Johnburg Road 
B.T. Williams 
1584/12 
7 
Oladdie 
Carrieton 
Carrieton 6633-111 779049 
Graves 6633-IU776052 

Nil 
Nil 

25/26,27,28,29,30,31-36 
J. McCarthy 

General view of eating house and cottage(?) 
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Oladdie Station - Ruins and Graves 

DESCRIPTION 

This site on the banks of the Oladdie Creek contains three distinct groups of stone 
ruins. Two buildings close to the road appear to be an eating house or inn and 
perhaps an accommodation building and a shed (perhaps for a stable). Slightly to the 
north are the ruins of a homestead and small shearing shed with some traces of yards 
and fences. Further up the creek to the north about 200m are the remains of some 
small simple stone structures (houses and some graves). There is also a large 
hollowed-out red gum log which has been used for a stock drinking trough with a log
lined well adjacent on the edge of the creek. 

HISTORY 

The old Oladdie homestead ruins survives from the pastoral lease era. The Carrieton 
history quoted a description of a visit to Oladdie in 1863 by Dr Chas Davis, lessee of 
nearby Mattawarangulla Station. He wrote that: 

. .. the station belongs to Price Maurice, Mr Frost being the manager. The 
homestead is a good four-roomed substantial building, rooms not large, wall 
lined not plastered. Many outhouses of wood and stone. It is situated in a 
hollow though at a considerable distance in the hills. 

Oladdie was originally managed along with the Pekina run, which together totalled 
671 square miles. The leases for the two stations were taken up between 1853 and 
1855 as five leases. Johnson Frederick Hayward who established Aroona in 1851 was 
briefly manager at Pekina. 

Oladdie is derived from kuladi a mythical bird in the form of a man. Manning's 
Place Names of South Australia states in other areas it is Aboriginal for the butcher 
bird. The Hundred of Oladdie was proclaimed on 23 March 1876 and named after the 
former pastoral run of the same name. 

When the station was subdivided and offered for sale in June 1877, Section 91 
included the dwelling house, hut, kitchen, stables and other improvements for 
£649-18-0 plus a further £604 for the block of land. At the time of the land sales in 
the area, it looked as though the vast open plains of Oladdie were ideal for the 
opening up of pastoral land for wheat growing. At the time of closer settlement 
Meinig states 'never had the seasons opened so favourably as in 1878. Climatic 
change seemed to be "running ahead" of the plough rather than "following". When the 
droughts set in from the early 1880s the cry of distress became widespread, but on the 
Oladdie Plains there had been almost total failure'. 

No one occupied the lease, however, until 1880 when it was first allotted to Michael 
Manning as four leases totalling 1047 acres, but due to non payment of rent the leases 
were forfeited in 1882 to Christopher Williams. Between this date and 1924 there 
were 14 lessees indicating the harshness of the environment. From this date until the 
mid 1960s, the Anesbury family, who had been in the district since 1877, went on to 
have the longest association with the property. 
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Oladdie Station - Ruins and Graves 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

These ruins form a picturesque group in a small valley alongside a creek. They have 
archaeological potential and, as a consequence, are considered to be of local heritage 
significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) they display historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the 
local area, in that they have strong associations with the theme of pastoralism; 

(b) the cemetery represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the 
local area, particularly attitudes towards religion and death where stations were 
far removed from town cemeteries; 

(c) the cemetery has played an important part in the lives of local residents as they 
gathered to bury friends and relatives. 

REFERENCES 

Carrieton Centenary Book Committee, Carrieton in the Gum Creek Country: A story 
of one hundred years of the Carrieton District, 1878-1978, Carrieton Centenary 
Committee, Adelaide, 1978, pp. 5-6. 

Cockburn, R., Pastoral Pioneers of South Australia, Facsimile Edition, Lynton 
Publications, undated, vol. 1, [1925] pp. 54, 109, 120. 

Manning, G.H., Manning's Place Names of South Australia, G.H. Manning, 
Adelaide, 1990, p. 232. 

Meinig, D.W., On the margins of the good earth: the South Australian wheat 
frontier, 1869-1884, Rigby, 1970, pp. 63, 72, 83. 

Survey Department, History Books, vol. 18, folio 22. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 26.7.1994 
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Oladdie Station - Ruins and Graves 

Top: General view of stable ruin 
Bottom: General view of shearing shed ruin 
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Oladdie Station - Ruins and Graves 

Cemetery headstones and unidentified structures 
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Oratunga Station - Homestead UNP-LR-21 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 

Pastoral Lease 

Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

-

Oratunga Station 
Oratunga Pastoral Co. Ltd, P.O. Box 276, 

Burnside 
Oratunga 2276; Artimore 2275; Angorichina 

2316 
Unincorporated 
6635-4 TL 7 48607 

Nil 
Nil 

27/23 
J. McCarthy 

:· :.. ~ .... 
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Oratunga Station -Homestead 

DESCRIPTION 

This is a large c.1930s building (updated in the 1950s or 1960s) which replaced an 
earlier one on this site. It is of random stone, false tuckpointing to look ashlar and has 
brick quoins. The roof is hipped with wooden louvre in Dutch gable and is reroofed in 
corrugated galvanized iron. The windows are sash with side lights in long fixed 
panels. There are verandahs on south and east sides but is enclosed at north-west 
corner. There is a concrete floor, low parapet wall and half pillars with pipe/iron roof 
supports to verandah roof. The main doors are in 18-panel glass with matching 18-
panel flyscreen doors. 

HISTORY 

No historical information is known about this building. The stations in this vicinity 
were the furthest northern pastoral stations in 1853. Historical information about the 
changing boundaries of the Oratunga Run is unclear but it was first occupied by John 
McKinlay, who transferred the lease soon after he acquired it to John Chambers in 
1853. Possibly after the Oratunga copper mine was first discovered on the property in 
1857, which was the first producing mine in the Flinders Ranges, its name was 
changed to become the Moolooloo Run. At a later stage part of the run reverted back 
to its original name of Oratunga while the other part called Moolooloo continued with 
a separate identity. Although the present leases of Angorichina (Angorigina), 
Artimore and Oratunga are separate, they are run together as the Oratunga Pastoral 
Co. Ltd with its headstation at Angorichina. The early copper mine is located within 
its leases. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

This is a fine example of a 1930s homestead in a very attractive setting, and is 
considered of local heritage significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the 
local area, in that it has strong associations with the theme of pastoralism. 

REFERENCES 

Cockburn, R., Pastoral Pioneers of South Australia, Facsimile Edition, Lynton 
Publications, Blackwood, undated, vol. 1, [1925] pp. 29ab, 67a, 91c, 115b, 141a; 
[1927], vol. 2, [1927] p. 202c, for Moolooloo. 

Fargher, I. and D., Two photo albums kept by the Whyte family, circa 1907-15. . 
Mincham, H., The Story of the F linders Ranges, Rig by, Adelaide, 1983, pp. 27, 28, 

35,41,63-65,118- 19,122,124,149. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 17.11.1994 
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'Old' Paralana Station- Ruins UNP-LR-22 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s)/Lessee(s) 
Pastoral Lease 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Ruins near spring at Old Paralana 

Austral Archaeology 

Wooltana Station 
J. Williams, Wooltana Station, via Copley 
2293 
Unincorporated 
Yudnamutana 6737-1 513573 

Nil 
Nil 

24/31,32,33,34,35,36,37 
J. McCarthy 
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'Old' Paralana Station -Ruins 

DESCRIPTION 

The remains of the Old Paralana homestead complex lie near a natural spring which 
has distinctive introduced date palms. There are five identifiable buildings in the 
group: 

• the main homestead building. This is constructed of local stone and mud 
mortar with lime cement pointing. It measures approximately 5m x lOm and 
has a slate floor and a massive fireplace with a huge red gum lintel. It is the 
most easterly of the group by about lOOm. The roof is missing- the only 
evidence is of metal tie down straps for rafters set into tops of walls. About 
half of the eastern portion of the external side walls have collapsed; there are 
no room divisions and the whole internal space appears to be one large room. 
Broken bottle glass and ceramics are scattered around the outside of the 
building. See photograph 33. 

• near the spring there are the ruins of another quite large building. This is 
constructed of a very soft white local stone which has/is being badly affected 
by the salts and moisture from the spring itself. The building has more or less 
'dissolved' into wall mounds of about a metre high. A small section of higher 
walling and fireplace remain in that part of the building farthest from the 
spring but this is constructed of a different type of stone. This building 
appears to have had four main rooms- three of them having fireplaces. All 
have hand wrought iron lintels to support the masonry arch work of the 
fireplaces. Within the building there are the remnants of bedsteads, joinery 
and fittings protruding from the collapsed and fretted (dissolved) stonework 
which is about a metre deep. The interior of this building has high 
archaeological research potential due to the fact that it is unlikely to have 
been scavenged by visitors, bottlehunters or treasure seekers. See photograph 
31. 

• ten metres to the west of the above are the ruins of a detached kitchen. This 
was constructed of timber (maybe slab?) with a stone chimney and a slate 
floor. The fireplace contains the remains of a cast iron stove. This building 
measured about 5m x 7m. See photograph 32. 

• thirty metres to the west of the spring building are the ruins of a smithy. Five 
timber uprights are still standing. These have had double battens affixed by 
hand wrought nails to each side to allow for a drop log construction of short 
chamfered boards. Some of these are lying on the ground and two are still in 
situ. The collapsed remains of a fireplace/forge lie at the western end. Inside 
there is a scatter of iron offcuts as well as a large kibble or bailing bucket. 
Outside on the ground are the remains of a homemade sheave wheel. This has 
a diameter of approximately two men·es and has been made of flat iron and 
rivetted together. The spokes have been cut out by scavengers. 

• near the smithy are more collapsed masonry remains which contain at least 
one fireplace (identifiable by the iron lintel bar) and maybe two. These could 
have been for workers (or shearers) accommodation. 
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'Old' Paralana Station- Ruins 

HISTORY 

The old Paralana Run (also spelt Parallana) is now divided between the Arkaroola 
Tourist Resort and Wooltana Stations but it was originally established as a 133 square 
mile run by brothers John and William Jacob who took up Pastoral Lease 715 on 19 
January 1859. When the drought of the mid 1860s cruelly ruined them, the lease was 
taken up by George Charles Hawker of Bungaree Station in the mid north. 

Rob Linn and Frankie Hawker, writing of the Hawkers of Bungaree, quoted from 
Charles Massey's work of the Australian Merino, that their (the Hawker's) properties 
of Parallana (as the Hawker's spelt it), Bungaree and Carriewerloo (west of Port 
Augusta): 

... were run as one unit, with wethers, ewes and rams emanating from 
Bungaree to shift between the threee properties according to seasonal 
conditions. The two northern pastoral properties were breeding stations as well 
as being used for running wethers ... In the toughest of Australian pastoral 
conditions, where the heat was fierce and stock had to walk up to 13 miles 
[20.93 km] or more, day in day out, for water and to forage, G.C. Hawker and 
John Noble forged one of Australia's toughest strains of Merinos. 

The Hawker family held the lease until 1907 when it was transferred to the 
McTaggarts who incorporated it into Wooltana. In 1918 the leases were transferred to 
the McBride family which held them until 1984. The ruins of Paralana head station 
and the hot springs are now both in the Wooltana leases. 

Paralana became famous for its hot springs and the discovery of uranium at Mount 
Painter. The Paralana Hot Springs were advertised as a spa in 1926 as 'a wonderful 
radio-active thermal mineral spring possessing remarkable curative properties'. The 
discovery of this spring in a non-volcanic region is unique. It has proved of profound 
interest to scientists, geologist, radiologists and medical professionals. 

The unique spa which only lasted less than a year had a collection of 'rough unlined 
tin shanties' to accommodate patients who suffered from conditions such as arthiritis 
and rheumatism. W. Gray is his work Days and nights in the bush, was not at all 
compliinentary about what he saw on his visit there. He wrote that a company was 
formed with headquarters in Melbourne to develop the spa. Of the operations he 
wrote: 

. . . a channel has been made to take the water down the stream to make a 
footbath. You sit on a box, take off boots and sox, pull your pants up over your 
knees and put your feet into water at a temperature of 115. Held in this for a 
few minutes your feet come out as red as a boiled lobster. ... Further down the 
stream a hole was scooped out and sheltered by a brushwood fence where you 
could sit in the water up to your neck at a temperature of 102 ... 

But the venture closed Gray believed, due partly to the appalling food and primitive 
conditions for he remarked the cook 'would not have kept that position for a week in a 
shearing gang. There is no variety in the menu . . . The whole situation was repellent. 
It had no chance to succeed as a spa.' 
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'Old' Paralana Station -Ruins 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The ruins of the Paralana homestead complex represent the scope and extent of a 
large outback pastoral station. Their low integrity is somewhat offset by their 
archaeological potential, which is assessed to be high. They are considered to be of 
local heritage significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the ruins display historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to 
the local area, in that it has strong associations with the theme of pastoralism; 

(c) the ruins may yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the 
State's history, including its natural history. 

REFERENCES 

Ball, Adam, drawings of Parallana in the 1870s, in Hawker, F. and Linn, R., 
Bungaree: land, stock and people, Turnbull, Fox, Phillips, Adelaide, 1992, 
p. 109. See also Chapter 5, pp. 121-41 (including quote of Charles Massey); 
p. 102 (photograph of Paralana) 

Gray, W., Days and nights in the bush, Robert Dey, Sydney, 1935, p. 48. 
Mincham, H., The Story of the Flinders Ranges, Rigby, Adelaide, 1983, p. 146; 1895 

photograph of Paralana Station. 
Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.26245, B.26246, B.52420, B.52421 , 

B.52422, B.52423, B.52426, B.52428, B.46450, B.46256, B.46244, B.46246. 
SAPP 38-1865, Return of Pastoral Leases 1851-64. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 9.10.1994 

Austral Archaeology 7-330 Donovan & Associates 



FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

'Old' Paralana Station- Ruins 

Top: Arched lintel bars in fireplace of detached kitchen, Old Paralana 
Bottom: Main homestead ruin, Old Paralana 
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'Old' Paralana Station -Ruins 

Top: Old Paralana, collapsed shed ruins 
Bottom: General view of ruins of detached kitchen 
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Partacoona Station - Cottages INQE-LR-06 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s)/Lessee(s) 
CTNumber 

Hundred 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

General view of cottage No. 1 

Austral Archaeology 

Partacoona Station, via Quorn 
B.M. and G.F. Powell 
4174/853 - Section 19 
5160/59 - Sections 318, 319 
Kanyaka 
Kanyaka/Quorn 

Nil 
Nil 

32/29, 30, 31 
J. McCarthy 
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Partacoona Station - Cottages 

DESCRIPTION 

Cotta2e 1 - closest to the creek 

This is a random rubble stone cottage that has been rendered. It has a hipped 
corrugated galvanized roof and an iron bullnose verandah. Approximately 40ft x 
20ft, it was used for sleeping accommodation for station hands. It is now unused. 

This is a multi hipped roof cottage with a modern skillion addition to the rear. Like 
the nearby smaller building it is of random stone that has been rendered and is now 
unused. The multi-paned windows are both sash and casement. 

HISTORY 

According to manager Len Deer, the earliest buildings on site, including the original 
homestead and woolshed, have been demolished. The two cottages appear to date 
from the 1870s but no information is readily available about them. 

The history of this station is not clear but it seems the first leases in 1851 were 
Pastoral Leases 119, 120 and 307. The first homestead according to Pastoral Pioneers 
of South Australia was burnt to the ground during Henry McConville's occupation. It 
was alleged the fire was started by a tame cockatoo playing with matches. The 
Partacoona Run (also spelt Partacuna) was probably established by Malcolm Gillies in 
the early 1850s followed by Douglas Gooch. Henry McConville was the third lessee 
and much later in the 1920s the station was managed by the Hawkers of Bungaree 
Station, north of Clare. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Although the earliest buildings on the site have been demolished, these two dating 
from a later period, possibly the late 1860s or 1870s, are good examples of the period. 
Of local heritage significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) they display historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the 
local area, in that it has strong associations with the theme of pastoralism. 

REFERENCES 

Cockburn, R., Pastoral Pioneers of South Australia, Facsimile Edition, Lynton 
Publications, Blackwood, undated, vol. 2, [1927] pp. 116-7, 160-161, 20lc. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy/P. Sumerling Date(s) of Survey 23.3.1995 

Austral Archaeology 7-334 Donovan & Associates 



FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Partacoona Station - Cottages 

General view of cottage No. 2 

Austral Archaeology 7-335 Donovan & Associates 



Austral Archaeology 7-336 Donovan & Associates 



FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Three Creeks Station - Homestead UNP-LR-23 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 
Pastoral Lease 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

Three Creeks (Block 2) Station 
C. Hilder, PMB 12, Carrieton 
2324 
Unincorporated 
6633- IV 828545 

Nil 
Nil 

32/27, 28 
J. McCarthy 
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Three Creeks Station - Homestead 

DESCRIPTION 

The first and main part of this building, which is a three room pug and pine house, 
measures approx. 12m x 5m and has a hij:>ped roof covered in corrugated galvanized 
iron. There is a verandah to the facade which has native pine uprights. There is a 
fireplace in the centre room. To the rear of this part of the house is a stone skillion 
which is cojoined to the pug and pine section by another skillion pug and pine 
section. Continuing from the stone part is another section that is pug and pine, half 
covered in corrugated galvanized iron. The whole building, including the pergola 
type addition, measures approx. 14m x 12m. In assessing how the pug was attached 
to the pine it was discovered that galvanized chicken wire was used to adhere the pug 
to the pine slabs. This material only dates from the 1880s. 

HISTORY 

Little is presently known about this property but the galvanized chicken wire used to 
adhere the pug to the pine dates to about the 1880s. This matches the period in which 
the Yednalue pastoral run was subdivided into agricultural blocks from about 1883. 

Before resumption, this run was originally made up from Pastoral Leases totalling 
about 65 square miles and granted to the brothers William James and John H. 
Browne. They were Pastoral Lease 259 of 1 July 1853 and Pastoral Lease 317 of 10 
April 1854. They held the property until after the renewal of the leases in 1865. 
When the property changed hands, the property, according to Manning, was given its 
name in 1869 by F.W. Stokes under Pastoral Lease 1627. 

At a later period the property was associated briefly with· William Hayes. After 
Y ednalue was subdivided, William Simon bought the property that contained the 
station buildings in 1883. The Three Creeks property was established on Block 2 of 
the newly subdivided land. The present owner, Colin Hilder, believes that a Mr 
Turner was responsible for the stone additio.n to the 1880s pug and pine building. A 
Mr Battersly owned the property from about 1943 before Colin Hilder bought it. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Although a relatively late example of pug and pine, such structures are not common 
and it is rarer still to find buildings with so much of the pug still remaining on the pine 
slabs - in this case completely to two sides including the facade. Other known 
examples similar to this building were found to have been built in this period on Eyre 
Peninsula. This is considered to be an item of local heritage significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the 
local area, in that it has strong associations with the theme of pastoralism; 

(d) it displays aesthetic merit, design characteristics or construction techniques of 
significance to the local area, and although a relatively late example of pug and 
pine, such structures are not common. 
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Three Creeks Station - Homestead 

REFERENCES 

Cockburn, R., Pastoral Pioneers of South Australia, Facsimile Edition, Lynton 
Publications, Blackwood, undated, vol. 2, [1927] p. 110. 

Manning, G.H., Manning' s Place Names of South Australia, G.H. Manning, 
Adelaide, 1990, p. 351. 

Personal communication with Norman Solly- 23 March 1995. 
Survey Department, History Books, vol. 27/3. 
Survey Records, Field Book No. 1151. 
Survey Records, Hundred ofYednalue, folio 46-48,23 March 1880. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy/P. Sumerling Date(s) of Survey 23.3.1995 
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Warraweena Station - Old Government Road UNP-LR-24 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s)/Lessee(s) 
Pastoral Lease 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Warraweena Station . 
L.A.K. Nicholls, Warraweena Station, Beltana 
2466 
Unincorporated 
6633-IV 826985 

Nil 
Nil 

23/31, 32, 33, 34, 35 
J. McCarthy 

General view of road cutting and embankment 
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Warraweena Station- Old Government Road 

DESCRIPTION 

This road runs from Warraweena Homestead via Hills Camp Well along Turner 
Creek across the rocky outcrops (and the unnamed range) to the north-east for 
approximately 15 kms to Old Angepena Homestead and then around the nort-west of 
Angepena Hill to the Angepena Goldfield. 

The most evident remains of this road are the stone causeways and culverts built over 
small creeks and gullies and the stone retaining walls where the road has been cut into 
the sides of hills. Some of these are very impressive examples of road building and 
the stonework is of very good quality. 

In one section (AMG given above) a retaining wall runs for a distance of about 50m 
around the side of a hill and it is up to 6m high in one place. There is also another 
location nearby where there are residual native pine posts from a guard rail through a 
cutting on top of a hill. 

The condition of these features is fair to poor. Most of the causeways and culverts 
have been washed out in the centre but side sections remain. The long retaining wall 
referred to above has had a recent washout but is still intact; more heavy rain will 
undoubtedly destroy more of this and if untreated could destroy the whole section. 

HI~TORY 

Nothing is known of the history surrounding this road but it seems that it was 
probably built in association with the Angepena goldfields. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

This is a good example of a government-built road constructed through difficult and 
inhospitable terrain to encourage development of a region. It is interesting to note that 
the government only expended this kind of effort for a gold discovery as it had the 
possibility of attracting a lot of people. Private mining companies with rich prospects 
in other minerals or commodities received no government assistance for development 
of these types of works and infrastructure. The site is considered of major local 
heritage significance because it demonstrates the government's interest in opening up 
mineral fields in South Australia and is a fine example of road building in a remote 
and inhospitable region. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the road displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to 
the local area, in that it has strong associations with the theme of mining; 

(f) the road is a notable landmark in the area and is a good example of a 
government-built road constructed through difficult and inhospitable terrain. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 22.9.1994 
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Willipa Station 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 
Pastoral Lease 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 

Photographer 

General view of old homestead 

Austral Archaeology 

Willipa Station, Hawker 
A.R. Hilder 

UNP-LR-25 

Willipa 2307; Glen Warwick 2307a; Saltia 2287 
Unincorporated 
1:250,000 SH 54-13 Parachilna UK1185 

Nil 
Nil 

Pug and Pine Hut: 32/17 
Shearing Shed: 32/16 
Second Homestead: 32/13, 14, 15-19 
J. McCarthy 
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Willipa Station 

DESCRIPTION 

Pu2 and Pjne Hut 

This is a pug and pine hut with corrugated galvanized iron hipped roof. It measures 
approximately 20ft x 12ft. Little pug is left remaining. One window is of six-paned 
glass. The other appears to have been inserted at a later date in one side wall with 
sla tted timber. 

Sbearjn2 shed 

This is a 'T' shaped gable roof shed. The stem part (west wing) of the 'T' is in random 
rubble stone which has been extensively repointed using Portland cement mortar. 
Hammered stone quoining has been used for openings and there is a red gum lintel 
over the double sliding door entrance. There is a timber tongue and groove floor in 
the shearing part. The other part of the shed is of corrugated galvanized iron with all 
steel frame. There are six stands. In the engine room is a Lister 1 cylinder engine. 
The stone section is approximately lOm x 20m and the corrugated galvanized section 
is 22m x 12m. 

Second Homestead 

This is a complex of three main buildings joined by a later addition of a pergola. It is 
now unused and dilapidated. On one side of the complex are two smaller buildings 
that comprise a corrugated iron structure that is a pump house about 1Oft x 5ft. The 
small building behind the pump house is of random stone, half underground with 
corrugated iron roof and is the water tank. 

The main building, approximately 50ft square, is an 1880s villa type random stone 
building with hipped roof and corrugated galvanized iron roof. Containing four main 
rooms with a central passage and lofty ceilings, there is a skillion kitchen to the rear. 
The windows are twelve-pane sash. Above the front door is a half moon glass 
segmented pane section. There is a verandah to three sides, and this has plain wooden 
verandah posts. 

The second building - 15ft x 9ft and ninety degrees to the rear of the main building 
- is also of random stone and is a tworoomed structure to contain the bathroom and 
laundry. It also has a hipped roof covered in corrugated galvanized iron. 

The third building - approx. 20ft x 12ft and to the rear of the main building and 
ninety degrees to the second building - is also in random stone with a hipped roof 
covered in galvanized iron. This was a two room kitchen and dining room. There is a 
chimney Cl?d an old Metters type stove. 

HISTORY 

In 1965 a Pastoral Board Inspector reported that the head station buildings of solid 
construction were old and were reasonably maintained. Built as the second 
homestead, the villa style building appears to date from about the 1880s during the 
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Willipa Station 

leasehold period of Andrew Tennant. His standing as 'one of South Australia's 
pioneer pastoral kings' is partly reflected in the type of building constructed for one of 
his many properties throughout the pastoral regions of the north, Central Australia 
and Eyre Peninsula. 

There is no specific information about the shearing shed but it appears that it may 
have been built when Tennant took over as leaseholder, while the pug and pine hut is 
the only building surviving from the very early pastoral period before the 1870s. 
Again, there is no specific information about this hut but it would have been built 
before Tennant took over the leasehold. 

This station and Saltia became associated with Andrew Tennant after the droughts of 
the 1860s until his death in 1913 when it was held by his trustees. Brought to South 
Australia as a three year old boy in 1838 by his parents, he and his family have made 
a rich contribution to the history of South Australia. 

Willipa is operated together with Saltia and Glen Warwick, the latter which was 
purchased in 1925. The establishment of Willipa Station dates from the early 1850s. 
In the Royal Commission into the drought affected areas of the northern runs in 1867, 
David McCallum said he took up Willipa in 1858 as Pastoral Lease 229. He was 
forced to abandon the property in May 1866, but not before losing over 8000 sheep 
and attempting to save the remainder by moving them to Paralana where he was able 
to lease grazing rights there for a while. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Pua= and Pjne Hut 

A rare item of pug and pine in the lower region of the Flinders Ranges which is of 
local heritage significance. 

Sbearina= shed 

The original part of the shearing shed, which is of random stone, has been recently 
repointed and is now a good example of an early stone shearing shed. It is of local 
heritage significance. 

Second Homestead 

As the second homestead building on site which was used as such for about a hundred 
years, it is now abandoned and a new one has been built for its present owners. It is a 
substantial homestead of the villa type reflecting the prosperity of leaseholder Andrew 
Tennant. It is of local heritage significance. 
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Willipa Station 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the buildings display historical, economic or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area, in that they have strong associations with the theme 
of pastoralism; 

(d) the hut is a rare example of pug and pine in the lower region of the Flinders 
Ranges, while the shearing shed is a good example of an early stone type; 

(c) the buildings are associated with Andrew Tennant, a notable local personality. 

REFERENCES 

Cockburn, R., Pastoral Pioneers of South Australia, Facsimile Edition, Lynton 
Publications, Blackwood, undated, vol. 1, [1925] pp. 140-1. 

Pastoral Board Docket 8330 for Willipa. 
SAPP 14-1867, Commission to inquire into the state of the runs suffering from 

drought. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy/P. Sumerling Date(s) of Survey 22.3.1995 
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Willipa Station 

Top: 
Bottom: 

General view of reconstructed shearing shed 
General view of old pug and pine building 
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Wooltana Station 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 
Pastoral Lease 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 

Photographer 

UNP-LR-26 

Wooltana Station 
J. Williams, Wooltana Station, via Copley 
2293 
Unincorporated 
SH 54-9 Copley 1:250,000: UM4835 

Nil 
Nil 

Stables and Blacksmith's Shop: 29/5 
Shearers Kitchen and Mess: 2917 
Graves: 29/10 
Shearing Shed: 29/11, 12 
Walls: 24/30; 25/1 , 2, 3, 4, 5 
A. Jenner/J. McCarthy 

General view of former stables and smithy 
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Wooltana Station 

DESCRIPTION 

Stables and Blacksmith's Shoo 

This is a random stone structure with a gable roof covered in corrugated galvanized 
iron. The iron roof is over a mixture of sawn and bush timber. There is no evidence 
of shingles or palings. 

Floors are dirt. Building is rectangular and is completely open on the south side (i.e. 
no wall). It is divided into two rooms. The larger eastern area was the stables while 
the smaller western room was the blacksmith's shop. There is no other evidence of 
function. The building is now being used for storage and a vehicle garage. 

Shearers Kitchen and Mess 

Floors are concrete in this four roomed random stone structure. There is a large 
kitchen range and bread oven. Doors are !edged and braced with rirnlocks. This could 
be an old building that has been completely renovated in about the 1930s or 1940s or 
it could have been constructed then. It has a hipped roof covered in corrugated 
galvanized iron and louvre windows. 

The shearers quarters 20m to the west are completely constructed of corrugated 
galvanized iron and have much of the same type of detailing suggesting the same 
construction period. 

Grayes 

There are three graves located approximately 50m to the west of the shearers 
quarters. These are as follows: 

• One has a cast iron surrounding fence and appears to have two children of 
the same name buried within it. There are two headstones; one has been 
fixed to the top of the other. The upper one is in the form of a marble heart: 

In Loving Memory of Neilena McTaggart. 
Died 4th June 1896. 

Aged 4 years. 

The lower one is in the form of a marble book: 

In Loving Memory of Neilena McTaggart. 
Daughter of John and Mary McTaggart. 

Died June 1869. 
Aged 3 years. 

• The other grave and granite headstone is to the north and contains Henry Jarnes 
Pavey, 75 years, 1945? There is a larger inscription and more information but it 
is illegible. 
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Wooltana Station 

Sbearin~ Shed 

This is a random stone structure with gabled roof and skillions on each side. Floors 
are tongue and groove pine boards and battens in the pens. The roof is corrugated 
galvanized iron over a mixture of sawn and bush timber. There is no evidence of 
shingles or palings. There are skylights but no windows. 

The building has been built in at least two phases - the older is the northerly stone 
section and the newer is the southerly corrugated galvanized iron section. In the older 
part there are eight stands per side with the east side having been converted to 
electricity. The northern part of this section is the wool store and for sorting, classing 
and pressing. There are 13 sorting bays and double doors at each end. The pens in this 
area are not original. 

The newer section is constructed of corrugated galvanized iron on a timber frame; 
some of the timbers appear to be pit or bow saw sawn. The trusses are oregon with 
steel king posts/bolts in the centre. 

The stone wall running along the top of the ridge near the Lady Buxton mines is 
extensive and incorporates naturally occurring linear outcrops. It is constructed of 
natural stone which has been dry laid; it is of double leaf construction with rubble and 
small stone infill; the larger edge stones ;rre keyed into the wall to tie it together. It 
ranges in height from 300mm to one metre. It is approximately 800mm wide at the 
base and 600mm at the top. It appears to be of similar construction to Cornish and 
Welsh walls in the Sedan and Burra areas. There are a number of gaps in the wall. 
Some of these appear to be from collapses while others seem to be formal. A costean 
cuts through the wall and indicates that this mining activity post dates construction of 
the wall. 

The wall was probably built by shepherds. There does not seem to be any apparent 
reason for the miners to have built it although it may perhaps mark a lease boundary. 
Given that the evidence in the stope suggests Cornish mining influences and the 
construction of the wall suggests Cornish or Welsh building styles there may well be 
a connection. 

HISTORY 

Of all the man-made structures in the Flinders Ranges, no one has yet been able to 
give an explanation as to how or why the walling known as the Lady Buxton dry 
stone walls came to be built in the first place. Reg Sprigg states: 
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Wooltana Station 

.. . enigmatic dry stone walls about the Lady Buxton Copper Mines [situated 
about six miles from the old Paralana Head Station] were probably constructed 
by early Cornish miners and/or shepherds. Naturalist Vincent Serventi queries 
that they may well have been the works of an extinct race of aboriginals. 
Irregular breaks in the wall call for special explanation. Certainly some were 
used by aboriginals in wallaby drives well within white man's occupation. 
Hunter-killers they hid behind the walls at the breaks ready to club the driven 
animals to death. 

There is also little historical information available about the construction of the 
station buildings but when Wooltana was visited by a Pastoral Board Inspector in 
1966 the station buildings were described 'as generally old but of solid construction'. 
The shearing shed was described as a part stone, wood and iron shearing shed 
that was 185ft x 40ft and containing 12 shearing stands. Its yards could hold 10,000 
sheep. As for the cemetery, several pastoral stations have small private grounds 
which became necessary before the survey of towns with their public cemeteries. 

Wooltana is now made up from the original Wooltana and Paralana runs and is 
approximately 977 square miles. The first Wooltana lease- Pastoral Lease 560-
abutting Lake Frome, was originally taken up as 166 square miles on 22 July 1857 b,Y 
J. McCallum and his brother-in-law, J. McTaggart. Mincham says Wooltara 
combines the Aboriginal tenninal ana or tana, meaning place, with the English word 
wool - literally meaning the place of wooL When McTaggart renewed the lease in 
1865 he named the run Wooltana. Life in the far north was .far from easy, for it would 
take McTaggart two months to cart his wool to Port Augusta. In 1899 Wooltana was 
described in the Register as: 

... the home of Mr. McTaggart, [which] is twenty miles south of Parallana, 
right under the Flinders Range, with a vast extent of flat country, and Lake 
Frome to the east. Shearing was finished. The clip was good, and a great 
improvement upon the past four or five years. If the price of wool keeps up 
pastoralists will be in some way recompensed for the reduced numbers of their 
flocks. The Wooltana garden is a picture. Fruit-trees, figs, and vines fairly 
loaded with young fruit, and vegetables of various kinds looked splendid. The 
garden is supplied with excellent spring water raised into tanks by a windmill 
and distributed by pipes and trenches. 

The McTaggart family held the property until 1918 when they sold it for £60,000 to 
the McBrides. 

During their management when the droughts of the 1930s struck, Wooltana Station 
was literally closed down from July 1935 to April 1937 until conditions improved. 
Further, part of the land on the western boundary regarded as being too rugged for the 
proper handling of sheep, was fenced out of the run. This part, according to the 
McBride's family business history, eventually became the Arkaroola Tourist Resort. 
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The family company of A.J. and P.A. McBride Pty Ltd was established by R.J.M. 
McBride. Faraway Hill Station was the first pastoral property acquired by son Albert 
James in 1902. The company was formed in 1920 to take over an existing 
partnership,entered into a few years earlier by A.J. McBride senior, his wife, Louise, 
and son, Philip. At the time of the family business history in 1980, they owned nine 
pastoral stations in two states. In October 1984 Wooltana was sold for $1.74 milllion, 
for what was believed to be a record at the time, to Robert Cameron, whose wife, Pat, 
was the daughter of Philip McBride. 

According to Pastoral Board Docket 8343, in 1954 there were four substations on 
Wooltana. While retaining the old station buildings, pastoral operations had moved 
into the twentieth century for in 1966 it was reported that motor cylcles were used for 
all stockwork with a full time mechanic employed to service them. 

Wooltana incorporates the famous Paralana Hot Springs and the ruins of the former 
Paralana homestead. Uranium was also discovered at Mount Painter. The Paralana 
Hot Springs were advertised as a spa in 1926 as 'a wonderful radio-active thermal 
mineral spring possessing remarkable curative properties'. The discovery of this 
spring in a non-volcanic region was unique. It has proved of profound interest to 
scientists, geologists, radiologists and medical people. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Stables and Blacksmith's Shoo 

This building has been modified and gutted and is considered of low local heritage 
significance. 

Shearers Kjtchen and Mess 

These buildings are typical of the period (1930s and 1940s) and are considered of 
local heritage significance. 

Grayes 

The graves are a testament to the remoteness of Wooltana and are considered of local 
heritage significance. 

Sbearin~: Shed 

The older part of this building could well date to the 1860s and is considered of local 
heritage significance. 

Because of the extent of the dry walling in an isolated region with no adequate 
explanation as to how it came to be constructed in the first place, the walling has a 
great deal of curiosity value. It was probably built by shepherds and is thus related to 
the pastoral industry. It is recommended to be of local heritage significance. 
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RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) they display historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the 
local area, in that they have strong associations with the theme of pastoralism; 

(b) the graves represent customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local 
area, particularly attitudes towards religion and death where stations were far 
removed from town cemeteries; 

(c) the area in which the graves have been placed has played an important part in 
the lives of local residents as they gathered to bury friends and relatives. 

REFERENCES 

Advertiser, 13 October 1984. 
Baker, James P., Painting of Wooltana, 26 October 1884, Art Gallery of South 

Australia. 
Gray, W., Days and nights in the bush, Robert Dey, Sydney, 1935, pp. 48. 
McBride Philip A., Faraway and beyond, A.J. & P.A. McBride Pty Ltd, Adelaide, 

1980, pp. ix, 23, 44-46. 
Mincham, H., The Story of the Flinders Ranges, Rigby, Adelaide, 1983, pp. 69,78-

79. 
Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.10970, B.52464, B.46209. 
Pastoral Board Docket 8343, Wooltana. 
Register, 11 November 1899 (description of the property). 
SAP P 38-1865, Return of Pastoral Leases 1851-1864. 
Survey Department, PLFD PL1757 85 sq m vol. 1/30; PL 1769 100 sq m vol. 3/93; 

PL2217A, 2233 100 sq m vol. 6/225. 
Sprigg, R.C., Arkaroola- Mount Painter in the Northern Flinders Ranges, the last 

billion years, Arkaroola Pty Ltd, Arkaroola, 1984, pp. 21-26, 254. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 29.11.1994 
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Wooltana Station 

Top: General view of shearers kitchen and mess 
Bottom: General view of graves in cemetery 
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Wooltana Station 

Top: General view of shearing shed 
Bottom: General view of wall along ridge of the hill 
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Wooltana Station 

Detail view of section of wall - scale is 10 cm . 
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Y alpara Station 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s)/Lessee(s) 
Crown Lease 
Section 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 

Photographer 

INCE--LR-01 

Y alpara Station, via Carrieton 
Y alpara Pastoral Co. 
1271/10 
50 
Yalpara 
Carrieton 
6632-1 TJ997962 

Nil 
Nil 

Harness/Accommodation Building: 31/5 
Homestead: 31/6 
Well, Tank and Troughs: 31/10, 13 
A. Jenner 

General view of former tack room and homestead in background 
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DESCRIPTION 

Former Harness/Accommodation Buildin2 

This was originally a gabled building with either no skillion or a short one which has 
later been added or enlarged. It now has enclosed verandahs on the front (south) and 
east sides. Part of the corrugated galvanized iron roof is missing on the east side 
skillion. The floors are concrete and there are four and six-pane casements and 
louvres. The building is of pise style- infill of rubble in a mud matrix and exterior 
render of fine gravel and mortar but is badly affected by termites and is disused. 

Homestead 

According to the owner this structure contains remnants of the original homestead 
which has a hipped roof covered in corrugated galvanized iron. 

Well. Tank and TrQu~:hs 

These features lie to the north-east of the blacksmith's shop and shed. There is an old 
timber lined well now partially collapsed, a square stone above-ground tank and some 
stone troughs running off to the west. They appear to be very old and are probably 
contemporary with the original buildings on the property. 

HISTORY 

Buildings on site date from 1857 and 1864 but there is no readily available 
information about the harness/accommodation building. A publicity brochure of 
1964 by Yalpara Station, states that the five room stone homestead was built in 1864 
by W. Geary. It had a large cellar and underground tank. The original roof was flat 
and was covered in heavy sawn timber slabs covered with about nine inches of 
concrete. When built it was proclaimed as 'one of the best and up-to-date residences 
anywhere within a 100 miles'. By 1904 it had been extended to comprise five 
bedrooms, dining room, lounge, breakfast room and office. It was later renovated in 
1947 while the interior was renovated in the 1980s. 

Yalpara was taken up in 1858 by John Ragless and his brothers. Its name is 
perpetuated in the Hundred of Yalpara as proclaimed in 1876. This former run, 
comprising several leases, totalled about 400 square miles and was taken up in July 
and August of 1858- Pastoral Leases 668, 669, 670, and 671. The Ragless brothers 
were reported to be one of the first in the region to consider the value of fencing with 
brush (before wire was used). Because of his good husbandry, part of the run was 
designated for agriculture as early as 1867, with the rest of this run being resumed for 
agriculture by 1878. With resumption, the family moved north to take up Witchelina 
leaving John's son, Frederick, to manage the new sized property containing the station 
buildings until 1908. Frederick said that it was because his father grew wheat 
successfully at Yalpara that it 'proved to be the death knell' for the property. 

The property was then sold to Albert Meill in April 1908 who began rebuilding the 
size of the station until by 1964 it reached 37,000 acres. 
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Y alpara Station 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Former Harness/Accommodation Buildin2 

Despite additions and termite damage, this building is an integral pan of the Yalpara 
complex and is recommended as being of local heritage significance. 

Homestead 

This is an attractive building which has been heavily renovated twice. However, 
because there are remnants of the original building still to be found internally, it is 
recommended that it be listed as of local heritage significance. 

Well. Tank and Trou2hs 

The well, tank and troughs contribute to the character of the Yalpara homestead 
precinct, and are of minor local heritage significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the structures display historical, economic or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area, in that they have strong associations with the theme 
of pastoralism; 

(b) the former harness/accommodation building represents customs or ways of life 
that are characteristic of the local area, especially in regard to transportation; 

(e) the structures are associated with John Ragless and his brothers. 

REFERENCES 

Mincham, H.,The Story of the Flinders Ranges, Rigby, Adelaide, 1983, pp. 79-80. 
Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.5630 (sketch), B.7945, B.8069, B.8070, 

B.49082, B.49084, B.49331. 
Personal communication with Bans Mincham. 
SAPP 38-1865, Return of Pastoral Leases 1851-64. 
Survey Department, Field Book, No. 999, pp. 23-43. 
Survey Department, History Books, vol. 12/27, vol. 17/3. 
Survey Department Records, Hundred of Yalpara volume, Folio 9, c.1878. 
Yalpara brochure 1964. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 4.12.1994 
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Yalpara Station 

Top: General view of current homestead 
Bottom: General view of well, stone tank and trough 
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LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s)/Lessee(s) 
CTNumber 
Section 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 

Photographer 

INCE-LR-02 

Y anyarrie Station, via Carrieton 
Regwill Pty Ltd 
405/59 
47 
Yanyarrie 
Carrieton 
Cemetery- Moockra 6533-11619196 
Eating House - " " 620198 

Nil 
Nil 

Cemetery: 25/6,7 
Eating House: 25/8, 9, 10 
Old Homestead: 25/11, 12 
J. McCarthy 

General view of cemetery and memorial cairn 
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DESCRIPTION 

Cemeterv 

This is a private cemetery associated with the Y anyarrie homestead. It is located on 
the western bank of Pekina Creek to the immediate south of the homestead. It 
contains three burials with headstones plus some other unmarked mounds. 

A plaque at the site carries the inscription: 

Erected by D. & L. Neal and descendants of William and Harriet Stagg 
in tribute to the pioneers who lived and worked on the original station 1853-1875. 

Fred Stagg. Died 1872. Aged 1 month. 
Thomas Stagg. Died 1873. Aged 6 months. 

KR Saur. Aged 6 years. 

Eatim: House Ruins 

This is a high level single storey ruin of possibly some eight rooms. Only the 
bluestone walls remain partially extant. It is locally known as the Eating House and 
there was reputedly a post office nearby. Given the size of this building, it could 
well be that it served both functions. 

Old Homestead 

This is still an intact building although some of the roof has disappeared in a high 
wind. The building was lived in until the 1960s and reveals at least three phases of 
development. Older areas have wooden floors intact while newer areas have cement. 
It was built of bluestone and slate blocks and has a gabled and hipped roof covered by 
corrugated galvanized iron over wooden shingles. A verandah is on the east side with 
a wooden floor and access to a large cellar. Part of the verandah has a cement block 
floor at the northern end. Originally it had lathe and plaster ceilings; some have been 
replaced and some have collapsed. There are four-pane casement windows. 

HISTORY 

Several early isolated pastoral stations had their own private cemeteries that became 
necessary when township cemeteries were too far to travel to or were not then 
surveyed. Part of the original Coonatto run, Y anyarrie and Bendleby were important 
substations which made the Coonatto run at over 2000 square kilometres the largest 
and most successful in the southern Flinders. 

The eating house was built on a busy track that passed through the huge pastoral 
leases of Coonatto and Yanyarrie and was a welcome stop-over in an area where such 
facilities were few. 

Specific information about the old homestead is scanty but it was most probably built 
by A.W.T. Grant of Coonatto in the mid 1850s. From the plans for the Hundred of 
Yanyarrie dated October 1877, this building on Section 471 is referred to as the 
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'Yanyarrie Sub HS' and is on the banks of the Boolcunda Creek not far from the ruins 
of what was the 'Eating House'. Although little is known about its construction, 
information about living there has survived. 

There is no doubt living in a property such as this in the nineteenth century before 
modem transport and communications was harsh. As noted from the history of 
Carrieton: 'Harriet Stagg, wife of William Stagg, one of Grant's employees, was wont 
to tell her family of how she lived on Y anyarrie for three years without seeing another 
white women'. 

The old homestead was originally part of the large pastoral holdings taken up as 
Pastoral Lease 74 on 1 July 1851 by Hugh Proby. The run was crescent shaped and 
was 140 square miles to begin with and, after his accidental death by. drowning on 30 
August 1852, the lease was transferred to A.W.T. Grant to become a substation of 
Coonatto. Proby's other station, Kanyaka, was taken over by John Randall Phillips. 

The demand for agricultural land resulted in pastoral leases in the region being 
brought under the Hundreds system in 1877. In that when year fifteen Hundreds were 
proclaimed, it included Coonatto, Palmer, Boolcunda, Kanyaka, Yanyarrie, 
Wirreanda, Arkaba, Oladdie and Gumbowie in this part of the Flinders Ranges. The 
property was bought by Roy Neal in 1912 which was owned by his son Donald as at 
1978. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Cemetery 

The cemetery is considered to be of local significance. 

Eatjn~ House 

The eating house signifies the growth of passing traffic and expansion of the area in 
the 1850s and 1860s. This is now essentially an archaeological site and considered to 
be of local significance. 

Old Homestead 

This structure contains the core of the original Yanyarrie homestead plus additions. 
Its size and location as a substation of Coonatto helps define the large scale of the 
early pastoral operations. 

The heritage significance of the complex mainly lies in its identification with the 
early pastoral history of the region and its associations with Coonatto and Bendleby. 
It is considered to be of major local significance . 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the 
local area, in that they have strong associations with the theme of pastoralism 
and with Coonatto and Bendleby Stations; 
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(b) the eating house represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the 
local area as does the cemetery where stations were far removed from town 
cemeteries; 

(c) the cemetery has played an important part in the lives of local residents as they 
gathered to bury friends and relatives. 

REFERENCES 

Carrieton Centenary Book Committee, Carrieton in the Gum Creek Country: A story 
of one hundred years of the Carrieton District, 1878-1978, Carrieton Centenary 
Committee, Adelaide, 1978, pp. 6-8, 16-17, 55. 

Cockburn, R., Pastoral Pioneers of South Australia, Facsimile Edition, Lynton 
Publications, Blackwood, undated, vol. 2, [1927] p. 251. 

Manning, G.H., Manning ' s Place Names of South Australia, G.H. Manning, 
Adelaide, 1990, p. 350. 

Meinig, D.W., On the margins of the good earth: the South Australian wheat 
frontier, 1869-1884, Rigby, Adelaide, 1970, p. 63. 

Mincham, H., The Story of the Flinders Ranges, Rigby, Adelaide, 1983, p. 60. 
Pippos, S., Flinders Ranges South Australia: the art of a photographer, Endeavour 

Publishing, Adelaide, 1993, pp. 54-55. 
South Australian Government Gazette, 1 April 1852, Schedule of pastoral leases 

granted from 1 July 1851, p. 206. 
SAP P 179-1864, Carrying capabilities of runs. 
Survey Records, Field Book No. 929, pp. 28, 32, 33, 47-50, 55, 56. 
Survey Records, Hundred of Yanyarrie, folio 4, 9 October 1877. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 25.7.1994 
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Top: Part of eating house ruins 
Bottom: Old homestead 
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Y ednalue Station 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s )/Lessee(s) 
Pastoral Lease 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 

Photographer 

General view of semi-dugout dairy 

Austral Archaeology 

INHE-LR-01 

Y ednalue Station 
R. Solly and Sons Pty Ltd 
Perpetual Lease 9386; 10149 
Yednalue 
Hawker 
Water Tank and Dairy: 6533-IV 319555 
Bachelors Hall: 6633-IV 773510 
Manager's House: 6533-IV 319555 

Nil 
Nil 

Men's Quarters: 32/25 
Water Tank and Dairy: 32/20 
Bachelors Hall: 32/21, 23 
Manager's House: 32/~2, 24 
J. McCarthy 
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DESCRIPTION 

Men's Ouarters 

Now used as a store room, this structure is of random rubble. It has a hipped roof that 
is missing some of its corrugated galvanized iron roof. Where the iron has come off, 
original wooden shingles are exposed. The building is a two roomed structure with a 
large fireplace to one end. It is only half of its original form, the pine part having 
been demolished many years ago. 

Water Tank and Dairy 

The underground water tank is constructed of random stone with a gable roof (approx. 
12ft x 8ft) of corrugated galvanized iron. The original gum paling roof has been 
replaced. The dairy is also built of random stone and has a gable roof. This structure 
(12ft x 8ft) appears to be intact as built. Half underground, its original pine roof is 
now covered in corrugated galvanized iron. 

Bachelors Hall 

The bachelor hall of random stone has a twin gable roof covered in corrugated 
galvanized iron. The south-western section that contained the pantry, kitchen and a 
bedroom has been replaced in recent times by a Besser block section. The present 
owner, Norman Solly added the Wunderlich ceiling to one room in 1967-68. There 
are concrete floors throughout. The early fireplace was modernised in the early 1900s 
along with a concrete chimney. One room was made into a bathroom and is a good 
example of one of that era. It also has a Baltic ceiling. There are six-paned glass 
windows. 

Mana~:er's House 

This is a random stone structure of four rooms. The house originally had a double 
gable roof which was replaced in recent times for a single gable one and covered in 
corrugated galvanized iron. The original two bedroom section to the south-east end 
has been demolished and replaced by a Besser block addition. There is a bullnose 
verandah to two sides and the original paved slate verandah floor has been covered 
over in concrete. In places where the concrete has disintegrated the original flooring 
can be seen. Many of the internal original wooden fittings are of cedar and there are 
two sets of cedar French windows on one side of the house. Under the present office 
and sitting room is a large cellar. The house appears to have undergone renovations 
in the early twentieth century when the concrete verandah floors, the bullnose 
verandah and a new decorative moulded ceiling was added to the sitting room/dining 
room. 

HISTORY 

In the period leading up to the resumption of the pastoral lease for agricultural land, a 
government surveyor in 1880 drew up the plans of the buildings at the head station 
which included the men's sleeping apartments. This comprised two parts: 
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a pise and dab room 40ft x 16ft clad with iron roof. The other part was a two 
room stone dormitory with hipped shingle roof and was 65ft x 26ft and 
contained a chimney and fireplace. 

Also described was the bachelors hall building, which has been much altered. It was 
noted as an: 

... eight room stone structure with short iron verandah on two sides [and] is 
actually two separate buildings 103ft x 103 ft in length by 33ft at one end and 
431/ 2ft at the other end. The part closest the manager's house contained two 
bedrooms, a kitchen with small oven and pantry. The kitchen and the leanto 
bedroom had a calico ceiling. Apart from the leanto bedroom with an iron 
roof the other three rooms had a shingle roof with pine rafters. The floors 
were of stone and the rooms were roughly plastered. The other part of the 
structure had four rooms. The two back rooms, the kitchen and store had no 
ceilings and were not plastered. The kitchen had a concrete floor and the store 
room had a stone floor. The two front rooms of dining room and bedroom had 
ceilings and an iron roof on pine rafts. The floors were concrete and the walls 
were rough plastered. There was a fire place in the kitchen and the dining 
room. 

The water tank and dairy were not included on these plans. 

The buildings of the homestead site are now on Section 39. Before resumption, this 
run was originally made up from Pastoral Leases totalling about 65 square miles and 
granted to the brothers Williarn James and John H. Browne. They were Pastoral Lease 
259 of 1 July 1853 and Pastoral Lease 317 of 10 April 1854. They held the property 
until after the renewal of the leases in 1865. When the lease changed hands, the 
property, according to Manning, was given its name in 1869 by F.W. Stokes under 
Pastoral Lease 1627. 

At a later period the property was associated briefly with William Hayes, a grand 
identity of the north, and his family who eventually settled at Deep Well and 
Maryvale in Central Australia, the area of which totalled 3149 square miles. After 
Y ednalue was subdivided, William Simon bought the fifty square mile property that 
contained the station buildings in 1883. Between 1912 and 1924 the Yednalue 
property was owned by John Smythe who then sold it to the Sollys. The Sollys, who 
are related by marriage to the Simons, the earlier owners, have owned it ever since. 

Other buildings mentioned by the government surveyor that no longer survive are: 

Cook house- A stone structure with shingle roof approx. 21ft x 29ft. Small 
room off main room was 11ft x 27ft. 

Men's kitchen - A two room stone building with thatch roof and chimney. 
This was approx. 35ft x 27ft. 

Woolshed - A substantial stone T -shaped building with shingle roof to most 
of the building. One part 1291/ 2ft x 44ft. The other part 523/ 4ft x 35ft. Half of 
this part had an iron roof. There was no floor. The years were described as 
'timbered gum yards composed of sheep proof rails and uprights'. 
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STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Men's Ouarters 

The men's quarters contribute to the station complex where several buildings survive 
from the early pastoral lease era and are of local significance. 

Water Tank and Dairy 

These are small-scale structures that contribute to the homestead complex and are of 
local significance. 

Bachelors Hall 

Mana~er's House 

The building illustrates how it was altered and used to suit the various owners from 
the 1880s. Despite the many alterations it is in good condition and has lost none of its 
former character. It is considered to be of major local significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the structures display historical, economic or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area in that they have strong associations with the theme 
of pastoralism; 

(b) the structures represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the 
local area, especially that of pastoralism where station properties had to provide 
for shearers and other hands. 

REFERENCES 

Cockburn, R ., Pastoral Pioneers of South Australia, Facsimile Edition, Lynton 
Publications, Blackwood, undated, vol. 2, [1927] p. 110. 

Manning, G .H., Manning's Place Names of South Australia, G.H. Manning, 
Adelaide, 1990, p. 351. 

Personal communication with Norman Solly- 23 March 1995. 
Survey Department, History Books, vol. 27/3. 
Survey Records, Field Book No. 1151. 
Survey Records, Hundred of Yednalue, folio 46-48, 23 March 1880. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy/P. Sumerling Date(s) of Survey 23.3.1995 
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Top: General view of bachelors hall 
Bottom: General view of manager's cottage 
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General view of men's sleeping accommodation 
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