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How many South Australians understand the causes and
consequences of climate change?

The effects of climate change are already being experienced with average temperatures rising,
frequent drought conditions, irregular rainfall, and more extreme climatic events such as
heatwaves and flooding. The heatwaves in South Australia in 2013 and 2015 were record
breakers. In 2013, temperatures almost reached 50 degrees. The longest December heat wave
on record occurred in 2015, with four consecutive days exceeding 40 degrees Celsius. In 2016,
Australia experienced its warmest autumn on record and many regions experienced extreme
rainfall and flooding in spring. Extreme events like these are predicted to occur more often.

Trends in community
understanding of
climate change

Understanding the impacts of climate change will help the community to prepare for more
frequent and severe weather events, which research has established, are being influenced by
climate change. Increased community understanding is reflected in the mitigation and adoption
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About 80 per cent of South Australians think the climate is changing. Only
48 per cent of South Australians believe it is mostly due to human activities.

Community members' perceptions about the causes and 100 7
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