Coorong, Lower Lakes & Murray Mouth
Waterbird Diversity and Distribution
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The Murray Mouth estuary is
separated from Lake Alexandrina
by the 5 barrages (Goolwa,
Boundary Creek, Mundoo, Ewe
Island and Tauwitchere).

Salinity levels fluctuate widely.
Flows through the barrages freshen
the estuary and connect it to Lake
Alexandrina. When flow ceases, the
estuary is predominantly marine,
whilst the estuary can be freshwater
when the barrages are fully open.
Water levels and mouth open-ness
are influenced by marine storms,
tides, and barrage flows.

A high productivity and availability
of both feeding habitat and food
sources boost the diversity and
numbers of waterbirds found here.
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Fish Plants / Algae
'ﬁ;‘% Sea lettuce
‘\&?" Ruppia
Invertebrates

Chironomids
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Diagram based on a contemporary and generalised understanding of bird distribution and abundances for the Coorong, Lower Lakes and Murray Mouth (developed June 2015)



