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'Open Cut', Burra
- by Collwell and
Finch, 1973

27/0/
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OPEN CUT, Burra

From 1845 until 1870 all mining at Burra was carried out underground, but -

in 1869 an English mining-expert, John Darlington, was called in to plan
an open cut to recover the ore that Cornish miners had rejected.

By this time, however, the mines were in financial difficulties and at
best the new venture employed only 300 men and boys and failed to
reveal rich pockets of copper.

‘The last pay day came in September 1877, and hundreds left within a
few months for the Yorke Peninsula mmmg fields at Wallaroo, Kadina,
and Moonta.

Left: Burra, separated from Adelaide
by a ninety-mile journey, became
self-sufficient as far as building was
concerned. It has its own brick-
making works which manufactured
fire bricks for furnaces and stacks,
and its own local quarry for building
stone.

Most of its buildings erected
before 1877 were the work of
skilled - stonemasons and there is
a similarity in their architecture,
both domestic and industrial.
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COLONISTS, COPPER AND CORN
Copper and Corn -
Kooringa, 1850-51 here (and there were some early ones among us who
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ding to view this magnificent spectacle) can remember

een. The blaze and the splendour of the coruscations
comn wie south were almost blinding, but very little thunder
followed. A smart rain fell briskly for about an hour, but left no
marks of its effects in the morning. :

Today (Sunday the 16th) we attended divine service in the
church which was most respectably filled both morning and
evening. The Rev. Mr Pollitt preached two excellent sermons
(extempore) well adapted to the nature of his congregation, and
the.singing was accompanied by a seraphine. All the assembly
appeared remarkably orderly and attentive.

The mail to this place comes in every weekday except Mon-
nr,_v\.

17 February—Of the Burra Burra Mine?—the world’s wonder
—it might seem useless for us to attempt any sufficient descrip-
tion, most particulars respecting it being well known to persons
taking an interest in such subjects. We however decide, non
obstante, to record our own impressions on viewing it: which
obstinacy may excusably arise from a long sojourn in the colony,
a feeling for interests, and a want of opportunity, up to this hour,
of personal observation.

We had made a cursory survey of the mine and its situation on
the 15th, but on the 17th we went to visit it in detail, and worked
our way in and out among the various busy spots, where the ore
was extracting from the various shafts, commencing with Captain
Roach’s. Our companion descended Kingston’s old shaft, which
was in full work, and ascended by a new shaft, after winding and
wading through various passages in this labyrinth of excavations.
We next saw the ore crushed, jigged, and washed, and then laid
out, to be assayed, weighed and bagged for smelting. We then
ascended the engine-house and its various stories to view every
part of the steam-engine, which is fifty-three horse-power. The
water pumped up here at Roach’s Shaft is not good, barely

22 Burra Mine. See: South Australia and Its Mines, F. S. Dutton, pp. 288-96;
Mines of South Australia, J. B. Austin, pp. 18-23; The Rush That Never
Ended, G. Serle; Paradise of Dissent, D. H. Pike.
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drinkable; but from some shafts a flow of very sweet and good
water is obtained.

_The circling whims, with their horses in brisk motion, the
buckets alternately racing up and down, the barrows rattling on
tramways to deliver the contracted ore, the crushing and the
jigging, the engine in motion, and the drays at work or arranging
in rows and relieving their horses, of which a hundred were often
turned loose together in a large yard, and all looking well fed;
the busy employment of the individuals in front of the various
houses and scattered dwellings, among others that of Captain
Roach, at the end of a row with its neat green palings; the com-
pany’s offices, where all seemed in a bustle, and the continual
passing of men and boys among the piles of ore; altogether
formed a scene new and striking to us on this our first visit to the
‘Great Burra Burra’. We obtained some lovely specimens, par-
ticularly a few splendid ones of malachite which abounds in this
mine; and we returned, wondering as well at all these things as at
the employment given to nine-hundred persons in these works.

From the mine we proceeded in the afternoon to the Smelting
Works; but Mr Williams,** the Superintendent, was absent, not
to return till evening; and as these works are not shown without
an order, we left our credentials in the office, and appointed to
call on the morrow.

18 February—We set out today to inspect the Smelting Works
of the Patent Copper Company,? and a clerk handed us over to

24 Thomas H. Williams.

25 Patent Copper Company—1848, 11 December the foundation-stone was
laid by William Giles, Esq. (1791-1862); manager of the South Australian
Company; at the Worlks of Messrs Schneider & Company; Patent Copper
Company.’ Southern Australian, 19 December 1848, p- 2.

‘1849—Fifth Stack or chimney is in course of erection, four being
complete. Furnace and furnace house are in course of erection, also
mechanics shop, offices, cottages for the workmen, etc. Operations will
probably start in April.’ Southern Australian, 20 February 1849, p. 2.

April—‘At three o’clock, the new furnaces were ready for lighting; and
on this occasion—so important to the future prosperity of South Aus-
tralia—I was invited by Mr Walters (of London) to set fire to the first;
and I have since been informed that “Latimer’s Candle”, as the stack was
in jocose contrast named, has not been, and will not be, “put out”.

“T'o give you an idea of the establishment, the smelting house, with six
stacks of chimneys, is 210 feet long. It is thought, hereafter, it may be
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h.,,a.mn.wosom,mmoo&;o&a:m,mméo:mmm moom-wzaoﬁ.mmﬁ\&mr-
man, from Glamorgan; in whom the copper-fires do not appear
to have made any reduction in a goodly presence. Jones showed
us everything worth notice in this remarkable place. We had
scarce, however, approached the refining department, to which
Jones conducted us first, before we were politely accosted by an
extremely hot-looking individual, who requested in limine, to
acquaint us of a certain custom of visitors here, which consisted
in giving the workmen as much as we pleased—the more the
better. After satisfying this tribute, the hot individual withdrew,
to imbibe internally that moisture, the outward expenditure of
which his trade obliged him to. We now entered the pande-
monium of refinement; there are three large refining furnaces;
from whence we saw the pure copper extracted in red hot ladles;
we then saw the moulds receive each ladleful, moqasm one cake,
which, before hardening, was stamped P.C.Co., by a boy with a
. ; and this brand Jones himself operated upon the copper-
calces, in exemplification. From this place we were conducted to
a large shed, where several cakes, forming the contents of a large
mould, were separated with a hammer by another boy. This
scparation produced a number of flakes, or laminae, which
strewed the ground, and which, we were told, were collected and
smelted again.

We were now shown into the smelting department, of sixteen
furnaces, in three ranges, in two of which ranges the flues under-
ground, and have one common vent in a beautiful brick chimney
of excellent workmanship. Here we were again informed of a
custom extremely similar to that prevalent in the refining branch,
namely, to pay equal tribute; we referred delicately to what we
had before done; but were further informed that there was no
community of sentiment between the two parties, which we
(silently) regretted. Having adjusted this affair, we traversed all
che ranges of this second pandemonium; saw furnaces roaring,

ores roasting, copper and slag cooling, and men poking and

stoking on every side, while out of doors wood was being deliv-

extended six-fold. Letter from Bishop Short. Anmals of the Diocese of
Adelaide, W. Norris, p. 67.

June—TPatent Copper Company is in full operation, Southern Aus-
~tralian, 19 June 1849.
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ered to the mouths of the devouring monsters, ready at hand to
feed the fires; while drays, loaded with wood, were arriving
every instant, and were seen from every distance, to replenish
the forest of cut logs and long wood piled up, circling the whole
area of the works, and filling every available space. We under-
stood the consumption to average 150 tons daily, a load being
two tons; but there were instances in which drays (very large
and strong, we conclude) brought five tons for a load, and we
pity the bullocks. All this wood comes from the Murray Scrub,
seven miles east of Kooringa. To the Murray River the distance
is fifty-five miles, as a friend informed us who had travelled it on
horseback. The road is not bad, and at Baldina, about twenty
miles from Kooringa, is water. Beyond Baldina, for the remaining
distance, the country is wholly without it. The number of per-
sons employed in these works is several hundreds, but we could
not learn how many. Mr Williams’ residence had a very light and
villa-like appearance as contrasted with the dark works; and
viewed in front from a distance, bore no bad resemblance, in its
arched upper story, to a pigeon-house on a large scale.

We visited Mr Pollitt’s parsonage this morning. Mrs Pollitt we
had the pleasure of seeing, but the reverend gentleman was absent
on a mission to marry his reverend friend Mr Bagshaw,?® at
Penwortham.2? This parsonage house will be a good one when
finished, but complaint was made of the delay.

Fourteen miles from this place, on the Broughton River,2® are
the farm and residence of Mr Bristow Hughes,?® called Bunda-
lere.2® Captain Hughes*! is also located about twenty miles from
26 Rev. John Charles Bagshaw, ma (1818—).

27 Penwortham, 81 miles north of Adelaide.

28 Broughton River flows west to Spencer’s Gulf, enters the sea south of
Port Pirie.

29 John Bristow Hughes (1817-81), ‘Bundaleer’, pioneer pastoralist. See:
Pastoral Pioneers of South Australia, R. Cockburn, vol. I, pPp- 42-3.

Herbert Bristow Hughes (1820-92), ‘Booyoolie’. See: Pastoral Pioneers
of South Australia, R. Cockburn, vol. I, pp. 44-5.

30 Bundaleer—now part of the Bundaleer Reservoir.

81 Captain Sir Walter Watson Hughes ( 1803-87), ‘Hughes Park’; discoverer
of the Moonta and Wallaroo Copper Mines. See: Dictionary of National
Biography, P. Meynell; Representative Men of South Australia, G. E.
%o%»s, pp- 137-8; Pastoral Pioneers of South Australia, R, Cockburn, vol.

» Pp. 136-7.
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