To: South Australian Heritage Committee
From: Senior Historic Architect

Subject: REGISTER NOMINATION -
BLANCHETOWN HOTEL

Date: 8 February, 1982
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SUMMARY

This report is prepared as part of the South Australian Heritage
Committee's programme of evaluating National Estate items.

The hotel was deferred at a previous meeting of the South Australian

Heritage Committee pending an inspection, report and additional
slides.

Historically, the hotel is important because it is associated with
the early settlement of Blanchetown and because it is one of the

oldest hotels still trading along the River Murray in South Australia.

Architecturally, the item is less important because it is simple in
design, detail and construction. It is, however, an excellent
example of "bush pub" architecture.

Environmentally, the item is an important element within a rural
townscape. They are well known historical and visual landmarks.

The Intergrity of the item is fair and in reasonable condition.

The Blanchetown Hotel is included on the Register of the National
Estate and is on the Classified List of the National Trust of South
Australia.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the Blanchetown Hotel and associated stable
be included on the Register of State Heritage Items and that the
item be categorised A2, H2, H3.
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.E.S./D3/211081

South ) Register of State Heritage |tems
Australian ITEM EVALUATION SHEET
Heri tage Buildings and Structures
?Ct8—80 Item BLANCHETOWN HOTEL AND STABLES,
97 BLANCHETOWN
Age Theme Office
begun 1856 )
Period Subject ﬁg¥%zgp 5
- SETTLEMENT TRADE AND COMMERCE 5 .
1852 1883. ] Riverlands
Building Type Style Status
HOTEL PRIMITIVE - EARLY VICTORIAN N.E.R.
N.Tr. (C.L.)
Qualitative Data Grading
Component Comment E VG AG FP NA
History
1. Context Association with Blanchetown as a popular river *
port and "Sydney Road" stopover. One of the
first buildings in Blanchetown.
2. Person/Group Not as yet established *
3. Event None yet established *
Architecture/
Engineering
4. Architect/ Not yet established *
Engineer/
Builder
5. Design . Simple design with organic plan form *
6. Construction Simple and primitive - typical bush craftsman- *
ship
7. Interior Relatively plain interior *
8. Representation A good example of a early country hotel *
Environment
9. Continuity Of importance in maintaining the rural charac- *
ter in terms of scale and materials
10. Local Character Compatible with the dominant character of the *
area
11. Landmark Well known historical and visual landmark *
_Integrity
12. Alterations A number of internal alterations are evident. *
Front pergola is unsympathetic.
13. Condition Hotel is in fair condition. Salt damp and *
timber decay is however evident in a number
of guest rooms.




|.E.S./D3/211081

South Register of State Heritage |tems
Australian ITEM EVALUATION SHEET
Heritage Buildings and Structures
Act: Item BLANCHETOWN HOTEL AND STABLES
1978-80 BLANCHETOWN
Component Comment Grading
E VG AG FP NA
14. Compatibility Still wused as a hotel, and continually so *
' since 1868.
Supplementary Information
15. Adaptation Limited potential
16. Interpretation Considerable potential for interpretation
17. Current situation No threat
Evaluated By TLothar Brasse Date
Register Architect
Reviewed BY  mark A. Butcher Date

Acting Register Supervisor

south Australian Heritage Committee Categorization Date
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PROJECT
South HERITAGE SURVEY HERITAGE SURVEY REGION 5
Australian ITEM IDENTIFICATION SHEET Item Ref. No. ©
Heritage |
Act :
1978-80 ITEM NAME: Blanchetown Hotel Office Use

ITEM No.

Former or other DOCKET No.

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE LOCATION

Address Adams ot
The Hotel is one of the landmark buildings of Blanchetown. - h t.
The town itself was surveyed in 1855, because of the need Town anchetown
to provide easy access to the river and an easy crossing, Post?ode
and also to provide for a port. The town became an Section o
important staging point for travellers to and from New South| Hundred I
Wales, and also an important shipping port, being the County

L.G.A. Truro

closest river town to Truro and Gawler. In 1860 the road
between Truro and Blanchetown was declared a main road,
and the town became part of the main route from Adelaide
to Wentworth. The importance of Blanchetown as a staging
point was emphasised by the building of the Hotel there
in 1856 by G. Green. Its first licensee was T.W. Harvey,
from 1858.

The hotel is a significant heritage item because of this
and because it must have been one of the first buildings in
the new town. It has been substantially upgraded, but
sufficient of the original form remains to testify to its
age, and its early associations.

S.H.P. Region 5
A.M.G. Ref. 6829-III1
54 37240 619780

SUBJECT
4.6

PERICD
State

Study Area
1853-80

REFERENCES

National Trust 508

Royal Geographical Society S.A. Proceedings vol. XVIII,
1916-17, p.56 .

South Australian Museum, Ngaiawang Folk Province, pp 164-166

Verbal
Archival photographs

TYPE OF ITEM

LAND Natural feature
Historical site
Historical Gadn.

BUILDING

STRUCTURE

PHYSICAL CONDITION
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Film No. Negative No. 1qg
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PHOTOGRAPH
Direction

839

STATUS

Reg. of State Her. Items
Reg.[:] Interim L []
Nominated

National Estate

Reg. (:l Proposed L L__:]
National Trust
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Register Research Programme 1981/82

HISTORICAL RESEARCH: BLANCHETOWN HOTEL AND STABLES

In 1855 Blanchetown was surveyed and named by Governor Sir Richard
Graves McDonnell after his wife, Lady Blanche McDonnell. The site
had always been a popular watering and resting spot by travellers
using the "Sydney Road".

In March 1856, a Mr. Green was reported to have begun building a
hotel there and in 1858 T.W. Harvey became its first licensee.
Because of the good access for drays and wagons from the high cliffs
Blanchetown was selected as a river port in 1863. Lock Number 1
was opened in 1922 and the Blanchetown Bridge (replacing the ferry)
in 1964.

Sources: South Australian Archives - Research Notes 601

Baker and Reschke - Murray River Pilot 1981
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