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POLICE STATION and COURT HOUSE Meirose | o ;

To combat sheep stealing and pilfering by Aborigines, the ros;dents of the
Mount Remarkable area brought pressure on the government for police
protection. In 1848 a temporary police station was built by James Crawford
for twenty pounds. It was twenty-six feet long and sixteen feet wide with a
chimney of slabs cased with stone, and had three windows, a bark roof,
and a rammed floor.
The station was usually manned by a corporal, two troopers, and an
Aboriginal constable. For nine years, it was the most northerly police station’
_in South Australia. By 1855 it was nearly in ruins, and was replaced by two
pine log huts with a lock-up and lean-to for prisoners. Included was a room
for the local court.

The present Melrose police station and court house, built in 1862 for
£1,327 by W. Freeman and W. Richardson on the site of the old wooden
buildings, now houses a folk museum which was officially opened on
6 April 1968 by the Northern Branch of the National Trust.
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