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Summa ry 

Th i s report . •• has been prepared as a r e s u l t o f a M i n i s t e r i a l enqui 
about the p rog re s s o f a p u b l i c nominat ion on th i s item. The l im i t ed 
s t a f f resources had not a l lowed i t s e v a l u a t i o n to proceed. The j e t t y 
has been damaged dur ing the l a s t two w in te r s by storms and the extreme 
end i s in poor c o n d i t i o n and has been i s o l a t e d . The Mar ine and Harbors 
Department has been d i s c u s s i n g the op t i on s for the j e t t y which b a s i c a l l 
a re : 1. Complete r e s t o r a t i o n . 2. P a r t i a l r e s t o r a t i o n and p a r t i a l 
demo l i t i on . 3- Complete demo l i t i on . No d e c i s i o n has been reached. 
The Coasta l Management Branch i s ' i nvo lved in some minor l andscap ing and 
development work near , the j e t t y ' s terminus on sho re . Th i s nominat ion 
has been i n i t i a t e d by the p u b l i c . 

H i s t o r i c a l l y , the Port Germein Je t t y s i t e i s s i g n i f i c a n t fo r i t s 
a s s o c i a t i o n w i th the a g r i c u l t u r a l development o f the d i s t r i c t and the 
r e s u l t i n g marit ime a c t i v i t y . The j e t t y i s i n t imate l y l i n ked w i th 
Por t Germein i t s e l f and i t s very layout as w e l l . 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , the Port Germein Je t t y s i t e i s not so much p h y s i c a l l y 
notab le as i t i s un ique ly no tab le . The combinat ion of the ra i lway 
sheds and the remains o f the l onges t j e t t y in the Southern Hemisphere 
c reate a q u a l i t y not v i s u a l l y app rec i a ted . 

Env i r onmenta l l y , the Port Germein Je t t y i s a dominant landmark which " 
de sp i t e i t s s i z e and uniqueness i s not out o f cha rac te r w i th the town. 

The I n t e g r i t y o f the Port Germein Je t t y s i t e has been compromised by 
d i s u s e and storms but i t s b a s i s and a s s o c i a t i o n s are i n t a c t . 

The Je t t y i t s e l f i s l i s t e d on the Nat iona l T r u s t Reg i s t e r as a Recorded 
L i s t i n g . 

Recommendation 

I t i s recommended that the Port Germein Je t t y s i t e be p laced.on the 
R e g i s t e r ^ o f ^ S t a t e Her i t age j j tems and be ca tego r i zed H2, H3, A2 A3 
The s i t e i s def ined on the attached p i an . 

Barry G. Rowney 

IN: JD 
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Her i tage 

R e g i s t e r o f S t a te He r i t age Items 
ITEM EVALUATION SHEET 
B u i l d i n g s and S t r u c t u r e s 

= 

Act 
1978-80 

C — : 

Item. PORT GERMEIN JETTY 
PORT GERMEIN -

Age 

1881 
Completed 

Theme 
O f f i c e 
6431-10176 

Per iod 

1852-1883 
Subject TRADE &'COMMERCE - REGULATION 
TRANSPORT - MARITIME, LAND 

Region 1 

Upper North. | 

Bu i1d i ng Type 

Je t t y 

S t y l e 

LINEAR 
S t a tu s 

N .Tr . (R) 

Qua l i t a t i v e Data 

Component Comment 
Grad i ng 

E VG AG FP NA 

H i s t o r y 

1 . Context : B u i l t in 1880, the Je t t y served as an o u t l e t 
fo r s h i pp i n g the d i s t r i c t ' s produce and i s a 
notab le landmark. P r e v i o u s l y wheat fo r export 
had to be t r a n s f e r r e d by l i g h t e r to s a i l i n g 
s h i p s l y i n g at anchorage on h i gh t i d e . The 
port became a popular ho l i d a y p lace fo r people 
from Port. P i r i e and a s topp ing po in t fo r the 
"Moonta " on i t s r e gu l a r g u l f . t r i p , and can be 
seen in the context o f the r e g i o n ' s 
development. 

2. Person/Group: A s s o c i a t e d w i th the Hon. John D a r l i n g , member 
o f Pa r l i ament , who promoted i t s c on s t r u c t ton. 

--

3- Event: 1880 1s - Expans ion o f a g r i c u l t u r a l endeavours 

ip the d i s t r i c t . 
1883 - J e t t y extended by 400 f ee t , making a 

to ta l length o f 5,459 f e e t , l onges t 
in the Southern Hemisphere at the timi 

1953 " Severe storm damaged the j e t t y . 
L im i ted r e p a i r s done. 

1961 - Port Germein no longer gazet ted as a 
harbour . 

* 

Arch i tecture 

A r c h i t e c t / 
• Bu i 1der : 

Eng i neer: 

Not yet e s t a b l i s h e d . 
Mr. J . W i sha r t 
Not yet e s t a b l i s h e d . 

/V 

>V 

5. De s i gn : S t r i c t l y f u n c t i o n a l , long s t r a i g h t run w i th 
ear th and s tone causeway approach, c i n i c a l 
beacon at very end. 

6. C o n s t r u c t i o n Earth and s tone causeway approach, j e t t y b u i l t 
o f timber w i th ' H ' shape p i l e f rames. Heavy 
b racket s support beams- and f l o o r i n g . 

J-

7. I n t e r i o r : Not a p p l i c a b l e . JU 

8. Rep re sen ta t i on : One o f severa l on the c oa s t , but l onges t 
e x i s t i n g t r a d i t i o n a l j e t t y remain ing. 

1'; 
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A u s t r a l i a n 
Her i tage 
Act 
1978-80 

Reg i s t e r o f S t a te Her i tage I terns 
ITEM EVALUATION SHEET 
B u i l d i n g s and S t r uc tu re s 
Item PORT GERMEIN JETTY 

PORT GERMEIN 

Coraconent Comment 

Env i ronment 

9. C o n t i n u i t y : F l a t low l y i ng area both on and of f . sho re , low-
sc rub, s t r ee t running pa r a l l e l to beach, with, 
s c a t t e r i n g o f b u i l d i n g s , long ho r i zon ta l nature 
of the j e t t y fs surpr i s i n g 1 y . compati'bl e, 
i n teg ra l part o f the town layout with, former 
ra i lway r i g h t of way. Now a treed avenue in l ine 
with the wharf. 

Local Character : Refer to above statement, f l a t coasta l s t r f p 
backed by h i l l s very ev iden t , in the broader 
context the j e t t y i s not as v i t a l an element. 

Grading 
E VG AG FP NA 

1 0 . 

11 Landmark: 

I ntegr i ty 

12. A l t e r a t i o n s : 

13- Cond i t ion: 

Long man-made i n cu r s i on Tn a mainly natura l 
s e t t i n g , hard form contrasts- beach and h i l l s , 
ev ident from many k i lometres o f f . 

Extended ^00 feet in I883, good deal o f the 
f l o o r i n g has been replaced, some beams a l s o 
replaced, r a i l l i n e s removed but some reta ined 
as an edge. 

S t r u c t u r a l l y sound for over ha l f i t s length end 
po r t i on severe l y damaged by s torms, some 
f l o o r i n g needs r ep l a c i n g , approach eroded. 

14. Compa t i b i l i t y : D i sused now except fo r f i s h i n g , 

Supplementary In format ion 

Adaptat ion : By i t s very nature the. j e t t y would be d i f f i c u l t to 'reuse* except 
as an i n t e r p r e t a t i v e dev i s e . The end beacon should be maintained 
to show i t s o r i g i n a l length. The.storm damaged p o r t i o n s should 
be al lowed to remain and de te r i o r a te n a t u r a l l y but. should be 

s ~ e r n J a " ° f ^ 8 5 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n : The j e t t y has an j bv tou s v i s u a l pa s s i ve bOt c o u l d > a , o„ 9 w t t h . 
tne j e t t y s h ^ . , have an a c t i v e ( n te rp r e t a t I've ro le as- pa r t of a 
d i s p l a y An i n t e r p r e t a t i v e plan should be.formulated to co -o rd i na te 
any a c t i v i t i e s in r e l a t i o n to t h e , s i t e . Further study on the 
s i t e is a l s o neces sa ry . . 

Current S i t u a t i o n : Refer to the 'Summary' on t h e C o v e r Sheet. The j e t t y is- owned 
by the Marine Harbors Board. 0 

Evaluated By Ivar Nelsen 
Consu l tant Arch i tect 

Reviewed By 

I r i s I wan i ck i 
Reg i s t e r H i s t o r i a n 

Date 

Ivar Nelsen Date 

i ou th A u s t r a l i a n Her i tage Committee Ca tego r i z a t i on Date 
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South 
A u s t r a l i a n 
Her i tage 

R e g i s t e r o f S t a te He r i t age Items 
ITEM EVALUATION SHEET 
B u i l d i n g s and S t r u c t u r e s 

Act 
f 1978-80 

I tem.PORT GERMEIN JETTY RAILWAY SHEDS 
PORT GERMEIN 

Age 
1880 1s 

Unconf i rmed 

Theme 
O f f i c e 

6431-10176 
Per iod 

1883-1914 

Subject 

TRANSPORT - MARITIME, LAND 
Region 

Lower North 

Bu i1d i ng Type 

Rai lway Sheds 

S t y l e 

UTIL ITARIAN 
S t a tu s 

Qua l i t a t i v e Data 

Component Comment 
Grading 

E VG AG FP NA 
H i s t o r y 

1. Context : Refer to assessment f o r Je t t y * 

• 2. Person/Group: Refer to assessment f o r Je t t y •-/V 

3- Event: " Re fe r to assessment f o r J e t t y . A r c h i v a l 
photos i nd i c a te the sheds were b u i l t a f t e r 
the c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the actua l j e t t y . 

* 

Arch i tec tu re 

4. A r c h i t e c t / 
Bu i 1der : 
Eng i nee r : 

Not yet e s t a b l i s h e d - probably S .A , Railwa> 
Not yet e s t a b l i s h e d . 
Not yet e s t a b l i s h e d " " " 

s J. 

y* 
sV 

5• Des i gn : Two co r rugated i r on sheds w i th semi 
c i r c u l a r roof s adjacent each o t h e r , 
common w a l l , e levated timber f l o o r on one 
s i d e , s l i d i n g doors on s i d e . 

-

A 

• 6. C o n s t r u c t i o n : Timber frame w i th timber and i ron rod 
roof t r u s s e s , c l ad fn co r rugated i r o n . 

7. I n t e r i o r : Exposed s t r u c t u r e , ear th f l o o r . -L 

8. Representat ' o n : As a b u i l d i n g type the sheds are common 
but in t he i r context w i th the adjacent 
wharf they are unusua l . 

Envi ronment 

9. C o n t i n u i t y : .Immediate are s p a r s e l y developed, s c a l e 
i s s ympathet ic . 

* 

.'.O 
o 

rN 
X 

10. Local Cha rac te r : U t i l i t a r i a n nature and s c a l e i s 
sympathet ic to the town and d i s t r i c t . 

A 

.a 
•v. 
wO 
UJ 

11. Landmark: Located at the end o f the j e t t y the sheds 
are v i s u a l l y prominent, curved roof a l s o 
draws a t t e n t i o n to them, on l y b u i l d i n g s 
on beach s i d e o f road. 

- - i 



• South 
A u s t r a l i a n 
Her i tage 
Act 

: 1978 -80 

R e g i s t e r o f S t a te He r i t age I terns 
ITEM EVALUATION SHEET 
B u i l d i n g s and S t r u c t u r e s 
Item . PORT GERMEIN JETTY RAILWAY SHEDS 

PORT GERMEIN 

Component 

I n t e g r i ty 

12. A l t e r a t i o n s : 

13 • Condi t i o n : 

14. C o m p a t i b i l i t y : 

Comment 

Some i.ron removed from w a l l s , r a i l s removed, 
one end c l o sed o f f with, co r rugated i r o n , 
a l t e r a t i o n s obv ious and r e v e r s i b l e . 

S t r u c t u r a l l y sound, c l add ing badly r u s ted . 

Vacant 

Grad i ng 
E VG AG FP NA 

Supplementary I n fo rmat ion 

M a p t a t ion: 

I n t e r p r e t a t ion: 

The form and most d e t a i l i n g shou ld be re s to red to the. b u i l d i n g s . 
I n te rna l and r e c e s s i v e facade adapta t i on shou ld be. a l l owed, the 
o r i g i n a l open ings shou ld be u t i l i z e d and externa l s i gnage kept 
to a minimum. 

00 
o 

CM 

Q 

Refer to statement on assessment f o r j e t t y . Th i s b u t i d i n g would 
p rov ide a very good venue f o r an i n t e r p r e t a t i v e d i s p l a y 
r e l a t i n g to the j e t t y and the economic s i t u a t i o n r e s u l t i n g i.'n I t s 

- ^ < ~ , = = ^ c o n s t r u c t i o n . ^ T h i s cou ld be combined w i th a s h e l t e r shed "type; 
o f f u n c t i o n . A commercial f un c t i on cou ld a l s o be t o l e r a t e d . An 
i n t e r p r e t a t i v e p lan shou ld s p e c i f y a f u tu re f o r these s hed s . 

Cur rent S i t u a t i o n : Refer to the 'Summary' on the Cover Sheet . 

lU 
Eva luated By I va r Nelsen . t r I s Iwan ick i 

Con su l t an t A r c h i t e c t R e g i s t e r H i s t o r i a n 
Date 

Keviewed By Ivar Nelsen Date 

i>buth A u s t r a l ian Her 1tage Commi t tee C a t e g o r i z a t i o n Date 



Reg i s te r Research Programme 1981/82 

HISTORICAL RESEARCH: PORT GERMEIN JETTY 

The j e t t y at Port Germein was b u i l t in 1880 to prov ide a sh i pp ing po int 
for wheat grown in the d i s t r i c t . I t -was a l s o b u i l t a ga i n s t a background 
of develop ing r i v a l r y between the re s i den t s around Port Germein and 
Port P i r i e , and i t s subsequent h i s t o r y re f l ec ted the compet it ion 
between the new township o f Port Germain and i t s more e s t a b l i s h e d 
ne ighbour. 

In January 1879 s a l e s o f the township b locks at Port Germein commenced 
f o l l ow ing Government su rvey , and by the end of the year shops, ho te l s 
and homes were b u i l t . By the time the road through Back Creek Gorge 
was completed in December 1879, a number o f major wheat growing f i rms 
were s e t t i n g up agencies in Port Germein. A f t e r p e t i t i o n i n g the S ta te 
Government 1 and the succe s s fu l advocacy by John D a r l i n g , Port 
Germein ' s j e t t y was approved and b u i l t by Mr. J . Wishart for a sum of 
£12,000. Sugar gum (Eua. cladocalyx) from the Wirrabara f o re s t was 
used fo r the f i r s t 4,600 feet from the shore desp i te the s p e c i f i c a t i o n 
that the p i l e s were to be of " b lue gum or boxwood from the Wirrabara 
Fo re s t , " j a r r a h or k a r r i " . Work proceeded at both ends o f the j e t t y , 
wi th j a r r ah from Western A u s t r a l i a used at the seaward end. 

A f t e r the j e t t y was opened on Ju l y 17th, 1881, and handed over to the 
Marine Board in March 1882, a fu r the r ex tens ion of 400 feet was found 
neces sa ry . Th i s was a l s o b u i l t by Mr. J . Wishart at a cos t of $5,000. 
When completed in March 1883, the j e t t y ' s length t o t a l l e d 5,459 feet . 
At the time i t i s reputed to have been one of the longest j e t t y s in the 
Southern Hemisphere. 

A 3 ' 6 " ra i lway gauge was l a i d a long the j e t t y to f a c i l i t a t e the loading 
o f the wheat, and an engine replaced horses in 1884 for t h i s 
purpose. E f f o r t s to a t t r a c t improvements to the j e t t y ' s ber th ing 
f a c i l i t i e s were thwarted by the fact that there was no d i s t i n c t i o n 
up un t i l 1884 between the wheat shipped from Port P i r i e and Port 
Germein. However, once the amount o f wheat shipped from Port Germein 
could be i d e n t i f i e d and used as a reason fo r improving the j e t t y 
area, the local P rogres s A s s o c i a t i o n had the s a t i s f a c t i o n of see ing two 
berths dredged on both s i de s of the j e t t y . In 1886 the east s i de of 
the j e t t y was dredged to 20 feet low water depth for a d i s tance o f 
300 fee t , fo l lowed by s i m i l a r dredging on the western s i de in 1887-
A f t e r 1890, these berths g r adua l l y s i l t e d up, wi th local i n i t i a t i v e 
f i nanc i ng dredging in 1932 when the Harbours Board proved re luc tant 
to do so. 

The j e t t y was the scene of much a c t i v i t y between 1881 to 1934. Not 
on ly djJ-t£!2S=wWindjammers c.aj.1 there a f t e r a 2,600 mi le journey from-
the other s i de of the world fo r t he i r cargo of wheat, but a l s o the 
domestic " t ea and sugar boa t " , the Moonta, c a l l ed with p r o v i s i o n s and 
co l l e c ted wool to take to Port Ade la ide . The boat ran a regu la r Gulf 
t r i p , c a l l i n g on Port L i n c o l n , Pt . P i r i e , Port Augu s t s , and Port Germein. 

1. P e t i t i o n No. 43 of 1880, s i gned by 242 i nhab i tan t s o f Baroota, Te lowie, 
Napperby, A p p i l a , Wongarr, Boo leroo, Win in inowie , W iHow ie and 
Germein. 

2. G. Ea rd ley : Port Germein Jet ty Rai lway in A u s t r a l i a n H i s t o r i c a l 
Soc ie ty B u l l e t i n No. 436 prov ides d e t a i l s . 
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Members o f the week long c r u i s e took a l i v e l y i n t e r e s t in the windjammers 
berthed a l o n g s i d e the j e t t y . By 1934 there were not many o f these 
b e a u t i f u l s h i p s l e f t . Most o f those that s u r v i v e d s a i l e d under the 
F i n n i s h f l a g and severa l were used as t r a i n i n g s h i p s f o r naval n o v i c e s . 
The f i r s t s a i l i n g s h i p berthed at P t . Germein j e t t y in March 1884 
Dur ing 1888 a to ta l o f 19 s a i l i n g s h i p s were loaded and despatched 
i n c l ud i n g the A i r l e e (1500 t o n s ) , the Argus (1543 tons) the R a v o l a ' 
(1493 tons) Cape Wrack (1198 tons) and the C i t y o f Lucknow (1193 t o n s ) . 
A f t e r d redg ing in 1892, the j e t t y accommodated i t s f i r s t four masted 
barques , the Ear l o f Dunmore (2205 t o n s ) , fo l l owed by o the r s One 
notab le l oad ing in the h i s t o r y o f South A u s t r a l i a n s h i pp i n g occur red 
a t Q Q ; G e r m e m l n 1 9 0 0 , w h e n the DUMFERLINE (2902 tons) loaded 
158,084 bu she l s o f wheat, l a v i n g port on a draught o f 22 feet 
8 i nches . 

In March 1904, the barque Santo was loaded w i th 10,375 bags o f wheat 
in 30 work ing hou r s , a s i g n i f i c a n t feat o f human i ndus t r y in days 
when mechanical load ing dev ices were at a minimum on the wharves 
E l d e r l y r e s i d e n t s r e ca l l a l s o the v i s i t by the windjammer Kobenhaven 
in 1924. La te r l o s t at sea , the s h i p had a complement o f 36 cadets 
on board, and her f i v e masts c a r r i e d a to ta l o f 40 s a i l s The s a i l 
power was boosted by a 640 horsepower d i e se l eng ine , and she c a r r i e d 
a to ta l o f 58,000 bags o f wheat. Today, the j e t t y i s used by loca l 
f i shermen and ho i i daymaker s . 

The j e t t y ' s s i g n i f i c a n c e can be re l a ted to a number of h i s t o r i c a l 
themes, a l l o f which are important to the S t a te and r e f l e c t i t s 
development du r ing the f i r s t 3 decades o f the 20th century . These 
inc lude reg i ona l development, the e x p l o i t a t i o n and u t i l i z a t i o n o f 
natura l r e s ou r ce s , t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p a t t e r n s , past t rends in tour i sm 
and l e i s u r e which have v i r t u a l l y d i s appeared , and the techno log i e s 
and c r a f t s which supported the market ing system. 

Sources : 

S .A .A . Pa r l i amenta ry Reports 67, 67A, 89, 127 of l881 
G - E a r d , e y ; Por t Germein Je t t y Tramway. A u s t . Ra i lways H i s t o r i c a l 

Soc. Bui 1. No. 436. 
R . J .R . Don ley: The R i s e o f Por t P i r i e . P t . P i r i e , 1976 
D.W. Me i n i g : On the Marg in s o f the Good Ea r t h . Lond, 1963 

P u ™ i s ' : p 1ease S i r , L e t ' s Do H i s t o r y . N a d j u r i , A u s t r a l i a , 1978 
Nancy Rob inson: Re luctant Harbour. N a d j u r i , A u s t r a l i a 1976 

I r i s Iwan ick i 
R e g i s t e r H i s t o r i a n 

I I : JD 
29/6/82 
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