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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN SITE REGISTER - ABORIGINAL AND HISTORIC RELICS PRESERVATION 

NAME: Fishery Bay Whaling Station. DOCKET No. M.D. 317/1971. 

DESCRIPTION: Former whaling station and site of the try-works, established in 1837 b y the 
South Australian Company. It was abandoned in 1841 after a series of unsuccessful seasons. 

LOCATION: Small bay approximately 32 kilometres south west of Port Lincoln , Eyre Peninsula. 
It is on an area known as Whalers Way. 

TOPOGRAPHIC SERIES No.: R 502. SHEET: LINCOLN: SI 53-11. GRID REF.: 368 688 y. 
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:!(j TI! I·: ,\ );XL\L ADDUESS OF TUJ•: l'HESIDEXT 

the want or knowledg:e dis·plnyPd nt home, need not be-­
cited fhnn the a ppointnH:'nt of th<• pe1·son who was sent 
out to fill the ollice of 1Superintendent of \Vhaling. 

"'I.'he commencement of ,v11aliug- opera.tions in l:;0111:h . 
.-\us·tralia took ph1ce ju 1s:n, wl.len a party from 'f:\nl11Py 
in the "Hind." Uapt'ain I:J en kinsop, and a double pal'ty 
of six boats from the South a\..usfralinn Cornpany we1·e 
st> parately Pst:a blislled ·at J~nco untc·r Bay. F1·om the 
fo1·mc1· m:rny men c!Psertrd in co nsequence of i:ht· J1ig·h. 
rate of wag<•s at that time g-in'11 for lwl>our in i.111.1 1'ow11. 
:ind 1b11t: a ~mall qunutity of oil ,Yas take11. All11011g-li 
the latte r took oue hundi·c<l and sixty tnns, tlH! spN·11 
lation became to i:11em a comvletc failnt·(! in conr-t•­
<Jllence of au r1·1·01· .in allowing the lays. '.l'lt e qtrnutity 
of oil 1woc11red by this <loll'ble P':tl'ty s·Jio11ld Jtan• lwe11 
Jirst divided i11to two, a n<l the lays of the t,rn 1·es1H·< ·t iYe 
p:i,r-ties cal eulatcd each npou one half, ;yhe ,· cni:- . 'l,.,- t hi~ 
111istnke of tlie company each 11wu -slia~·etl i11 tlw \\"hole 
oil tnken. h,· whieb Hie amonut of tbc fays 'br~ranw 
more tlia11 t'lw Ynlnf' of 1'h<' who I(! oil cnn1,d1t, Kn tlrn t 
I he gt•uatt't' I.Ill• q 11•nJ1tHy the g1·en.tcr the loss. 

"Tn tbc Sl'Cond Year (18:.:8) thf' South a\Jnslrali:m 
Com11:1 ny con tinned ti1e ir fisber~- at Encounter Bay witll 
:i s'ing-1<' pnrt:1- of four ~loats. au<l •esta1bli,d1e1l n. ne,Y out!· 
01t J.'hist·I<' [sl:llld. ::l[ess•t·s. Hnck ·nnd otlH•t·s pn1·ch:isi11g­
th e st:a tion csta bli;:-he<l t'he y<·ni· before 'b.,· lllcnkinsop. 
This -spaso11 was also 1111p1·otit:tl1Jp from se,·<•rnl c:inst•~­
'l'he st-:1tio11 of tlw eom p:111y ·:it· Thistle lslanrl yi1, Irl1 ·<l 
l1111: sixty-fi,·e tnns owing- to l·he 1urtitnpss of its sel P1·­
t ion , st.t,ny wh:1l(•S on!:· frc·q11rnti11g- 1:hnt spoi". 111 E11-
r·o11nter Hny the q11nntit,r tak!'11 l>y theit· i,,tl't.,· was <·ou­
sideernlde, ·IJe-ing :tl>ont otw .ltu11cl1·ecl :incl 1ifty i:un1,:; bnt 
neverth e less n loss ·nttP11<lt •d it. This was in ('OllS('· 

q11en ce of :lll t'Xres s of PX]H'lHliI:lll'(' in Jll'O\"isions :llltl 
,::tores_. and misJlll:t:nng·P 11w11t: ·iu s·hipping- the oil to Lon­
don. H:· l'<"'aso n of the "Gos hawk'' 'bei n::r <'h:irtp1•erl '·h.,· 
1 he nrnni'h"' 1·Jip f'1·ciµ;ht horn<• n11101rntcd 1'n 11pw:tl'<h: of 
£JO 1w1· tuu. 11·!1ilst: f1·0111 false imp1·1•ssiom: of dn11g-1!r 
thiR ,·ps·spl :1t1r·lto1·t•rl ll!Hh•t· G1·:1nit<' Tsl:11111 instead of 
nosctt:a H:11·ho1t1·. "\\'h P1·1• thP nil I:1v. and wh r 1•p the 
"KathPrine :,;::1-e,rnt·I· Por·lws·· mid t'i1c "Lnlln Rookh" 
t-<nbseqneutl_,- Jo:Hkrl in safety. nuriug- tilt• "·hol1' ti111e­
tltat the "Goshawk" waA loading the 'brig "Lord 1 In-

j 

\ 
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ba.rt" wa.s eui;nged bringing oil alongside, thus still in· 
Cl'easing the expenses. 'l'he injudicious selection or 
the men in Back's party, and the snbseq11L'11t manage~ 
rnent of them were the causes· of failure. Out ,of a. 
four4roat pnr-ty only two beadsmen werl' eapn;ble of 
killing a wh:1 le. 'l'he place selected fo1· t1·:·ing out 
the blu1bbt•t· was most i11co111-euient. TIH'se circum­
stances cans<'ll the men to desert, &o tbat evPntually 
two boa,ts onl.r conld be manned. Nevel'thelcss, one 
hundred a!l(l fo11r tuns were ta!..en by this establish-
ment. 

"Tbe third yea r (183!)) the South Australian Com ­
pany and H:acl.: and Oo. joined their interests and con­
ducted their fisheries nuder one manager, who nnfor­
tunia;tely was absent until the ,·ery commencement of 
the season. '.l'hus-a very considera·ble wni1t of organi­
sation occut·rNl at first stn-rting. Besirll's. from t'he 
extension of the concern many men wer<i <•ng-nged as 
headsmen without having pre vi·ousl.r ,n:cte-d in that capa ­
city. A new tis·be1·y was Pstn·blishPd at Rlt>nfo1•d H:n: 
here the untried headsmen lwing chiefly placed. and 
proving insufficient, caused such disaffect ion that more 
tha,n half th e men deserted. Ko Colonial law a.t that 
time existed to punish t'hern for breac h of eontract. 

"At 'l'histle Island the Soutb Australinn Company 
having expen<l<'d considerable money in establishing- th e 
fis·hery were des i1·011s that it should have another trial, 
hut no whalPs mnking the ir appearance up to the middle 
of June, the pa dy was remo,·ed to Enco1111 t<'r Bay 
where, on tl11•i1· ;1 nh0 a,l the pulling hands <IPs1•rt"Pd to a 
man. Thl' t h1' L' <'-hoat party at Hosetta .liarhonr (I~n­
counter llay) wa~. however, very snccessfnl. ha,·in~ pro­
cured one Jrnn<lred and seYenty-six tuns of oil. That 'flt 
Granite Island would ha,e been equally so hn<l not the 
chief hendsnmn been taken to AdtelaidP during th~ 
height of the season from the fishery upon a cbar~e of 
manslaug-htcr·. on which, though at last acqnitted, lw 
was detaineJ five or six weeks, the then acting Jn<lgr 
refusing bail, though ofiered to any amount. The meu 
also being snmmoned to give evidence, thr fishery wnH nf 
necessity broken up. Another misfortune whi<'l1 at­
tended this senson was great leakage of oil occasioned 
by its lying- on tb e flats during the hot months of D<• 
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!:,;-':',~•-.. ',;.>:"· -; .':f." cc·mber and January waiting fnr s'l.1ipmc11t .in the 

"K
1

a;tli c l'i11e Stewart Foi-bcs," w.l1i eh h:id beL•Jl eh:ntered 
i11 .July to load iu Oct•ober. 

"In the fourth year (1S40) lllany ci1·c:nmstauees ap­
fJ\'a1:ccJ mo1·e promising. 'l'l1c cl1aracl:ers of t li<• men 
" ·er <~ better known and more :,;atisfacton· :11·1.·,111g1 '. 111 e1n~ 
niade. Two d1:a1\·backs \\·ere, lto,,·en •1· ," appa,-~;1t ft-0111 

the JiTst: 11:uue ly, t l! e exorbitant price of pro,·isi o11s , aud 
tl!e ltigh rate of wag-1•s in the eolouy oll'c1·ing- :1n i11uu e<:· 

_ . .. ,,.-, lll~nt to desert. ·a\. siugle p,1,1·t.r ,nu; Sl' 11t t-o :::31,·afo,·d 
· ·, ·' · ·· .•.. Ha_r. whid1 took 11~{ tuns of oil. The lisl1< •1·y on Thistl e 

lsla ud wa·s 11o t J'(!Jl e ,;n~d. .\t Encounte1· Ha~· hYO l·h!'e(!· 
l>oa.t pal'ti es \\'(•1·1~ pl aced, ·but 11i'iro1·tu11Me l_y 
there was g1·c:1 t opposition, t\\'o vess e l:-; he-
iug th ere ;1 f: f he same time frnm V:111 
Diemen's Land. :Xow a ne w e \:il p1·t•s1•11t,·u itsP!f. 
The boats l>eiug bnilt upon a new and i1111p1·on.•d 1110d e l 
pull ed mu ch fost,•t· tba11 thosl' nt th:1t lillH! 11s (• d in 1:llis 

..... ~ ---.-·, -, .. v,, .. ,. ·; pro,··ince. Not i11fl'ecpw11tlr we1•p the l,ont.:-: bc lon!!·i11g ~, .•. " ·:, .:tj,~'· t" -i...,• ~r\ • .._ . -

rg:'i?.l;:~/i!~kl'.c':;-,. to the sJ1orc parties withiu a few fatho111:s •of the wJ1nlP. -~ .. , , ,, .. , ...... .... .,," h tl ,. 1-). ' 1· l I 
~:itji}-:'}S:<::~A~ w cu w ,•an . 1cmen·-s ,:JJI( 1oats· would s!J-oot past ~. '!. - •. l,, .,, .. . .. . . • • . • ' 

';i.
1
JA/},,t}.!~';\f'? them and 1a·sten to tlJ e ti·sh, thus d1sliea1·l1•11m g the mell 

·· · an<l causing g rea t diss•n;tisfactio11 ·among Lh em. Godel' 
these cii-c1Hm;tau ces, in which tbe men 11:id just cause of 
complaint:, nltlrn11gh tile eri) could uot have bren seen 
or pt•ovided against, if: wai- found impossihi <! to limit 
1·hem to a -stipulated quantity of ])l'ovi s ions. Jn or­
<lin:u·_y yrars t hi•s wo11 ld not ha,·<! lwcn of so mu ch r:011-

sequ1!11 ce. llllt with fl.our n.t from £00 to 1.},o per tou, nnd 
pot·k at £7 p<' r- bane!, th e waste ful exl:1·arng-ancP. that 
th e nwucrs could not si·op m:ule prnlit: ·nil but impos­
siblf'. Aahnugh a µ;ood and sti-iuge11t law J1nd ucen 
p:t;SHed fo1· I he regulnhon •of the iish e ri0s still it re­
mained ne:ll'l_r a •dead letter, as the Gov('rnment had 
appointed 110 magi .-;tl'ate 110nr the Ba.,· " ·ho <:nnld be ap-

- .. ~•·· .. , ... ,.,,1 , , pli e<l to i11 case of iusnbordination, thnH ·obligiug t he , ,, .,,"·.,,\, J.;;J .,, •. ,,, • I t A 1 
:,.r.';) 1

,-:;,~;::_1!,;{;'•\!1.?i~ rnanage1· whf' n su ch rnstnnces occnrre, to /!O ·o .a< 1'· 
..... ' '"' I,,;; ... ,.' .f'., 1 ' . fi ' 'l f t . t] ::rw/t;,:;jh'f:/lJ'.:! la1de, a cl1 st-:1nce of Iffy m_, CS , .or a \~·n rran 111 •' )(' 
:;--;~;,',.,t-i(':/i.-:\:'(J ffrst plnf'.P, nud then to ,rn,t th e r0 11111:JI th e offe11dr!r 
-~~ .. :,J·;.':".' /?,:((.,) was hro11g-lit: 11p, a period of many dnrs. This ca nsr•<l 
;'.\-,\:f:V:--\t,J!J many Off(;Jl('(' !'; to be pnss0d h.,·. which \H!t'e ,·ery ill• 
:~{') t,1-:('.,\ '·-Y) juri~1rn to lhP 1'1ucce~r-: of the ti:-:hr:i-y. Still. the qunn -... ·• , , .. • · . ·1 

'.,· ;, i" · ;, ::·-r:,! tit:, of oil t·ak0n nt Encounter Bay wa s ~;]7 tuns, not -::· .... : ' ·? • • ' 
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withstanding the l'no rmous price and extra consump­
tion of provisions, til0 result was b0tter than in au, 
previous vea.l': whii P nt Sleaford BaY tb erp was ,a (I;. 
cided profit. , • · 

"In the pl'esent sea son (1S41) there bas been conside­
rabl e c;llange in th e ·cnnier·ship of the ~onth Australinn 
Fisheri es . ~o Joni; a. tirne having been r e rJliired to ovc•r­
l'OIDC t h e di!li cu ltics. fo1·(•s ecn and unforeseen. but :11 -
ways a.ttc11cl:rn t: n poi1 01w 1·a tions in a ne w col·ony, t lu• 
<lit· ect,o rs of the :-::011th Amd:rnlian Co mpany ·Jrn.,e bP ­
('Ome dis·lwa 1·t r 11 ed. a ud the prnprietn r.r in England 
wishing- tl1cm to lessen their C'O lonial operations, ha,P 
s e nt 0111: 1:o t'he i1· rna 11;1µ- l' r l1Pre perPmpt·o1·.r directions 
to •a1lia11dio11 i hr ,v1J:1ling. li e h:1s. in :t<:(:ordnnce wHh 
these i1.1str11r-1ioJJs, dispos l'd of t:hC'ir half of the g-ear. 
hoats, st:1 tin11,:. lo th,• p:uf'i es late ('O·pat·tn ers with 
th(!m who :n• · ,:fill engaged in th0 prosecution of it. 

"Your sub-committee a re informed b.- the officers of 
thP. ·South A.1, s ti-:tli:111 Company that, lea;~' ing out of cal ­
cnl-ati·on tlw ,•arly expenses of se t tl em e nts, which werP 
f<)l' a Yari e ty of purposes besides ,vbaling. and that loss 
11pon ca•sks and other pl'ope ,·ty whi ch must always bP 
in cident11 I 1o th e sudden abandonment of so large an 
nndeTtaking. tog-eth er with s·o•rue items of a minor 
character, tl1p co mpany have not been lose rs to •a.n:v 
g·r cat extent. Indeed, ta king tbe four seasons to­
g-ethe l', it is donbtful whethe r they ha ve not realised 
t'heir first ~X'f)enditure, although they may not have 
round it a. profrtn ble i-peculiation. 

"Tl1e present season was commenced unde r much 
more farourable circumstances. Provisions were pur­
chased at a lititle more than half the cost of former 
yearn. The reduction in the ·:rate of wages througho-ut 
the colony obviated the difficulty before experienced in 
~etting good men, and ·as fhere was uo inducement for 
desertion, the stations were always efficiently manned. 

Jn Encounter Ba_y the season has bee n what may be 
lermcd an 1a:verage one, a single party having procured 
1~4 tuns of oil , anu six tons of hone. t he actual Yali10 
now being £3 ,102 0xclusive ·of casks. while the cxp0nflc>t1. 
includinl! shipping chnrges, at-0 f'.!,084 8/ ~, leaving a 
halanr<' of pr-ofi t, £1.017 11 / JO. 
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']Jenfard B;;iy bas not been successful this season, 
tile whales not ba,ing set into that bay in such numbers 
us in former :reaTs; besides this t'be party was opposed 

. by a 1ship from Sydney. rr'he catch there, with three 
,,1~j:lir~?\i.f;\i,J;\d boats, 'has only 'been 30 tuns of oil 1a.nd 1½ tuns bone, 
·'lr'"··"·J-, .,, , ...••. ,,"'•,,. I £-10 1··1 tb b . 997 'f?J\:J~~'.i~{J~~~j va ne ~, , w111 e e e.xpenses e1ng £ c , leaves a loss 

~~):r~~::1:~'. ·.~;,.•,.<..:..-}; of £2Su upon that stat10n. 
1:.: ._e.~:-:\:\i1;~:1' i~-:·J~_::,i·-.··c · . . 
,-:.:::•:.-_.,;;:,.-J,/;-;:0:1,.t "Altbou!!'h the black-whale fisher, m the bavs rn 
' "'- .. ,, .. o·i; , ... ' .,. · t " ·· " ,~'<':J;.'\t-.:;h}\i~--:/i the only one at present organised in the province, still 
:-!!l'l~L~H?~~f.,.,'--t},_;;,j your sub-committee feel it required of them t,o notice 
:·_-_.t··:;;:', ;:)~Y:/t f) the otll er brnnches of this trade. 
,· :' \': -;:. ::::;-~_.:1 "'l'hat Great Britain ·has never been able to conduct 

· ; __ :.•/ :··_';)•.~.:i the Sonth Sea Fis·hery from home s·o well as from her 
:·'_ i •· ; (_: _•.::,.\{i.:.; .. : c:olor.ies is very apparent. Its first · prosecution was 
:;-_; ./\;t}f(//rh'. from i\nnerica, but upon the revolt 10f 'her colonies there 
:j:i;F,1~~p;-!;,~~[U she was oblig-cd to carry on this trade from En~land, 
?:'.lt(il;~\~:.<·t'; j until the A nstralian settlements rose into importan ce, 
i':~}}:}?l1/\~~e-:~ from wlieu ce it is now pursued with great ,spirit. 
I 'I:;: :i·,"t,•:,~1.~ ,;_, :..,,. ~, ~•: 1/f'l. f~;. ,,J. 

.·. . .. , .. -~~Wij "'l'hc sperm ti-nd e i>l conc~ncted from sbip~, i~~tead 
°rf;f,t$j'.\t-~i':;:f,!ff:'.'~ of from ?a:rs, as before <lescr11bed_. The or~an1sat10n ~f 
1
1
~f\Sift,V{;'.~<\Ji,) the pnrt1es, ai:d the mode of pay1!1g_ officc1 s nnd men 1s 

·~•,li ,., . .,. ,,. c.,.,.,,,._ c.1 upon a plan m many respects similar to that of the 
•~-.,-,,:-,,l''[f.!~.-;•~<+:1;;."'"' shore fisheries. l<'rom Enirland, and till Jiately from 
.~ 3 •• .:O 'N,:-' .. ... ~·- r-!" . :,.~ ~ ., .._ , • 
i-;?'~. '')itlU:•,~·t•J the colonics, the attenti-on of ships was confined to the 
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i 
!~ 

' ' 1?-: 
::-.... 
; ;~. 
,:;-:....•'., r...;-:c 

l1lfi'll 
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sperm whale. -8omP, in the colonies, now take 
the black ·whale ,only (unl ess in the course of the voyage 
rt sperm wha.J e happPned to 'be met with.) Others have 
latterly ,bee n fiUcd ont for botl.l fish eri0s. lookin~ exrl11-
sively ,at first for sperm, -afterwards taking anything 
that offered, or running, at some ·particular seasons, into 
bays for black whale. 

"French and American vessels have of late come in 
very lar~e numbers to these seas for the ·prosecution 
of the sperm , the bJ.a ck, and the mixed fisher.ies . 

":Kotwitl1standing this province was aclmira.bly situ­
ated for the prosecution ,of sperm whaling, still your 
snb-committee would observe that from the very nature 
of the undertaking, it cannot sta,rt at once into vigorous 
existence. From England, from America, from t'lle 
colonies, and from eYery otller pl•a,ce the success of the 
enterprise depends almost exclusively on tl.le abilities, 
rxperience, and proper selection of the ofl'ir.ers anf1 men. 

'The over-sight of this most impol"l:rnt point caused t'he 
total .failure of the South Australian C-ompanv's spiri­
ted comme neement in this. brnn c]1 . Altho,;gh the:· 
sent out fiye yesse ls. they were mostly command('d by 
men unused to the sout:hern fisheri es , and the result 
proYed most unfortunate, with but one exception. The 
''Uniaua·· haYing pnt into Sycl11t>_Y h1 the yea1· 1s:rn, tl11• 
capta:in was dismissed, and another one, togt>ther with 
otlirers and m en, being ()btained upon the spot. wto 
w ere well Ycrsed in this frnd e, she proceeded to sea 
and prornrPd in the short spacP of the or !<ix months. 
!)00 ba1·1·els spPrm oil of th0 Ynliw of £10 .000 . ..:\. lament '. 
nbl e eYeut-tl1P mnrckr nf ille captain at tbc lsland of 
Santa Cruz--'put an end to this most -auspicious com­
mencement. The mate. having ciuarrclkd witll his fel­
low-officers and crew, was o·blig0d to return with the 
ship to Adelaif10, being- not one q11,1rter full. 

"ThP. "Sara.Ji and EliznnJP.tb." the on!, whaler now 
.belonging to the Sou1h Australian Compa.ny. fitted out 
from Hnbnrt Town in rn:rn, :ind mny ·shortly be ex­
pected 'h e r e_. nlt:hough there ·has b een no ,authentic in ­
tellig-en ce recei,ed of this ship. 

"The advantnges to the colony w·hicb a ccru e from 
-the p1•osecution of whaling arc. among others:­

"Firstly, it furnishes a valu ed export in exchangP 
for importations from tbe ::\[otlwr Conntry. 

"Spr.ondly, hy increasing n1e homeward freight 
which it does to a lm·ge extent compared .to its value 
(the frpight forming- ncnrl:- one-quarter -of th e Englisl1 
valne) . it indn ces ,essels to come ,ont at lower rateR 
when th0 ship o-wner knows that a return cargo can be 
proe11rerl. 

"'l'hi1·dily, it employs a. great mnny men who came 
princip:1 ll_y from the other colonies, and wh-o would re­
turn tlwrc were they not thus employed. These men. 

· with very few exceptions. spend the whole of th eir pay 
·in the province, an<l are engaged during the summer 
~n shearing, reaping, sawing, fencing, &c. Some few 
have purchased land in the Encounter Bay district, and 
p111·pose ·building and improYing. 

"Fonrthly, the demand for prodsions, which, al· 
·though uot now " 'holly the prodn r.e of the colony, ar,· 
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DEPARTMENT FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 

HERITAGE INVESTIGATIONS FOR HERITAGE UNIT 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE OF FISHERY BAY WHALING STATION, EYRE PENINSULA 

Introduction 

At its meeting on 15th July, 1980, the Register Sub-Committee requested an 
evaluation of the heritage significance of the existing relics at the 
Fishery Bay Whaling Station, presently a declared Historic Reserve under 
the Aboriginal and Historic Relics Act. 

History 

A brief history of the Whaling Station is provided in the relevant Aboriginal 
and Historic Relics file. The Whaling Station was established by the South 
Australian Company in 1837 and was in use until it was abandoned in 1841. 
The Station was abandoned after a series of unsuccessful seasons due to 
inexperienced headmen, desertion of crews, and, most importantly, depletion 
of whales by foreign off-shore whaling vessels. The Station was quite large, 
employing 30 men in 1841, and in the preceding year (1840), had obtained a 
large haul of 3,400 gallons of whale oil. 1. 

The problems besetting Fishery Bay were common to all the bay-whaling stations 
established in South Australia fro~ 1837 (after official settlement). Almost 
all were abandoned - like Fishery Bay - within a few years of operation. By 
1837 the Australian whaling industry in general had already reached a low 
point; "within four years, largely because of the great slaughter of whales 
around Van Dieman's Land and Victoria, the industry generally went into an 
abrupt decline from which it could not return" 2. 

However, at the time of official settlement in South Australia (1836) it 
was believed that whaling would be one of the mainstays of the new colony, 
much as it had been for New South Wales and Tasmania. British, French, 
American and colonial ships had succ~ssfully hunted whales in South Australian 
waters possibly as early as 1800, and the Port Lincoln area and bays along 
the Peninsula coast were frequently visited and temporary off-shore gangs of 
whalers and sealers were often stationed there. In fact, early reports by 
whalers and sealers had turned colonist's attention to South Australia in the 
first pface, and the colonists naturally expected to carry on successful 
whaling activities. 

Most of these Stations were formed by the South Australian Company, and they 
did at first provide substantial return, despite their ultimate failure. 3 

Fishery Bay is therefore, an example of the earliest European industry in 
South Australia and its most important, before and immediately after settle­
ment. 

Physical Evidence 

Fishery Bay was visited on 16th and 18th July, 1980 , by Heritage Investigations 
as part of their project locating items of significance in early European 
contact with S.A., early transport and communications. With the assistance 
of Mr. Pere. Baillie, the local Port Lincoln historian, and directions from 
the landowner, Mr. Bob Theakstone. we located extensive relics of the bay-

2/ .. • 
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whaling station. These are situated over a large area, but are all within 
the original declared Historic Reserve. They are marked on the accompanying 
sketch maps. 

The relics include a rock-hole, used as a well by the whalers (Baillie and 
Theakstone found the remains of a 11 \'1hip 11 structure, used to raise water 
from the rock-hole), ruins of several whalers• huts (brick and stone), a 
track cut into the cliff face and the remains of the flensing (or fleshing) 
table, which is a ledge built up by brick, 4. above a naturally occuring 
flat rock where whales were dragged from the sea from stripping. Fire marked 
bricks, probably fallen from the cliff above, indicate that the blubber was 
also boiled down at this site. A try pot was removed from this site several 
years ago, and several pieces of whale bone, including a very large piece 
which is on display at the entrance to 11 Whalers Way 11

, directly across the 
bay from the ledge. 

These relics appear to be the most extensive remains of whaling in South 
Australia as a whole. Heritage Investigations has visited or enquired about 
other whaling sites on Eyre Peninsula, at Encounter Bay (Victor Harbor), at 
Beachport and at D'Estrees Bay (Kangaroo Island). Although there are some 
relics also at these places and possibly others in remote parts as yet unknown, 
they do not appear to be as extensive as those at Fishery Bay. 

Recommendation 

For these reasons, due both. to the significance of the whaling industry and 
the activities of the South Australian Company, and to the fact that 
Gonsiderable physical evidence of these activities remains at Fishery Bay, 
it is recommended that the area be included in the State Heritage Register. 

Susan Marsden 
Heritage Investigations 
August, 1980. 

1. Port Lincoln Times, 24/7/1969 
2. W.J.,.Hosking 11 Whaling in South Australia, 1837-1872". 

(B.A. Honours History, Flinders University, 1973), p.1 

3. P. Donovan, An Industrial History of South Australia (1836 to 1936) 
(Working paper 2, Department of Architecture,Oniversity of Adelaide, 1979). 

4. These bricks appear to be the same as those used at Reeves Point (near 
Kingscote), in the construction of the first South Australian Company 
buildings. Those bricks were brought from England as ballast in S.A. 
Company ships (1836). 
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~ Explaining Fishery Bay whaling 
O') 
~ 

S()lJ'f I-{ Australia's whaling 
~ history will be featured as part 
i of a series of interpretive signs, 

one of which will be placed at 
~ l1'iohery Bay, near Port Lincoln. 
~ 'l'he interpretive signs will 
·~ pron1ote and protect heritage-

l istecl al'chaeological sites 
through lhe State. 

Miui.ster for Environment 
a\d Conservation John I-I ill 
~unche<l the signs on Sunday. 

The first two signs are at 
Fishery Bay and another at 
l11leur,eu Peninsula's Fishery 
Bl~ach on the Heysen Trail near 
Cape ,Jn rvis. 

'l'he signs are pa rt of the 
''Hale~ of Archaeological 

r- Sign i lira nee,, series. 
i "Often Lhe wrilten historical 
~ record i~ poor or non-existent, 
! ,naking these archaeological 
..a 
+ si Les lhe only source of infonna-.. . 
E lion capable of providing an 
~ insight for louri~ts and the local 
~ c1ir11111t11\i!y jnLo t.he activiti(~8 
~ 

that took place and the people 
involved," Mr Hill said. 

"Therefore, it's iinportant 
that we learn to appreciate 
these sites and protect the1n 
from da1nage as well as 1naking 
sure they aren't forgotten. 

"It is fitting that the first 
signs to be· installed tell us 
about two of South Australia's 
earliest export industries -
whaling and mining - which 
were irnportant to the economic 
developrnent of the State." 

The 8ign at Fishery Bay tells 
Lhe story of the whaling station 
established there by the South 
Australian Cornpany in 18:37. 

In 1839, 5fi whalers en1ployed 
by the United Ji'ishing Conipany 
of Adelaide operated the sta­
tion. 

Prior to its abnndonrnent in 
1841, aboul 20 whale.s had heen 
captured and 'Lried-out' (boiled) 
for their oil. 

A1·cl1aeologi~al excavt,tions 
recently carried out. at Ji'ishery . . 
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NEW SIGN: The new sign that 
will be displayed at Fishery Bay to 
detail the region's whaling history. 
The signs are part of the 11Sites of 
Archaeological Significance" 
series. 

Bay by l-leritage SA in associa­
tion with lf'linders University, 
revealed one of the n1ost co1n­
plele tryworks pla Lf'u rnu:; in 
Australia. 

The sign at fi1ishery Bt!ach 
near Cape JerviH, interpn~ts 
archaeological evidence of but h 
whaling and n1tning. 
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Over 26,000 Southern Right Whales were killed in Australian and New Zealand waters. 

1791 First whale (Sperm Whale) taken in Australian waters by the crew of Britannia after 
unloading cargo and convicts. 

1804 Whales were so common in the Derwent River, Tasmania , they were a hazard to small 
boats. 

1830 Whaling industry on mainland Australia underway with small shore stations. 

1835-1844 Whales hunted to near extinction. Southern Right Whales were considered the "right" 
whale to hunt because they float when dead, can yield many barrels of oil, have long 
baleen plates and come close to shore. Whale oil was used for candles, light fuel, soap 
heating and lubricant. Baleen, often referred to as "whalebone" is strong and flexible 
and was used in corsetry, bookbinding, whip and umbrella making. 

1845 Very scarce and no longer profitable to hunt. 

1872 The whaling station set up by the South Australia Company at Encounter Bay closed. 
1931 Protected in South Australia. 

1935 Internationally protected through the League of Nations. 

1978 All whaling in Australian waters ceased, the last whaling station (for Sperm Whales) 
being in Albany, Western Australia. 

1990s Great Australian Bight Marine Park and Whale Sanctuary established, providing a 

http: //www.environment.sa.gov.au/parks/whales/hist.html 16/12/2002 
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haven for southern right whales visiting Australian waters . 
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World population diminished from more than 100,000 to around 4,000 - the Southern Right Whale is on 
journey recovering from near extinction Whale watching is providing regional tourism opportunities. 

Whaling and Whalers in South Australia 

For many years before South Australia was settled in 1836, whalers and sealers had been visiting the 
coasts and islands to harvest the valuable products of whaling and sealing. One American whaling ves 
"Union" spent the winter of 1804 at Kangaroo Island. The first white visitors to South Australia, hardene 
whalers, were probably a rough introduction to white people for local aboriginals. Records and statistic 
relating to whaling during this time are scarce as operations were conducted at sea or by visiting vesse 

For whalers life was harsh, sometimes so bad that entire crews deserted their whaling operation. Wha 
party were dropped off with their equipment and left for the season, sometimes the pick-up vessel did n 
return for more than a year. Being an opportunistic industry the whaling stations required few shore 
structures. Many stations were so scant that occupants were hardly able to live and survived on what t 
could catch. 

Southern Right Whales were considered the "right" whale to hunt because they float when dead, yielde 
many barrels of oil , and long baleen plates. The also come very close to shore and move slowly. The 
whalers would watch for whales then give chase in boats about ten meters long. The boats were much 
smaller than the whales that grow up to 17 meters long, making the chase and harpooning of the whal 
dangerous to the whalers. The whale was then towed back to shore and hauled onto a ramp or rock pi 
for flensing (removing the blubber). The blubber, rich in oil, was heated in large "try-pots" over open fir 
and the oil collected. Whale oil was used for candles, light fuel, soap, heating and lubricant. The balee 
often referred to as "whalebone" was also collected from the mouth of the whale. Baleen is strong and 
flexible and was used in corsetry, bookbinding, whip and umbrella making. 

Around the time of settlement, bay whaling stations were set up, the South Australian Register recorde 
interest: 

"The Black Whale is the one that hitherto has most engaged the attention of the 
colonists of the province, in consequence of its annual visits to our bays, and the 
facilities that thereby exist for pursuing it from the shore (South Australian Register, 
1 January 1842)." 

There were at least 18 separate bay whaling locations on the South Australian coast between 1828 
and1855. The whaling industry's heyday was from 1838 to 1845 after which the numbers of whales in 
Australian waters were no longer able to sustain this business. Today synthetic oils and materials have 
replaced the whale products. 

Despite gaining protection in 1936 Southern Right Whale stocks are still a long way from recovering. 

http://www.environment.sa. gov .au/parks/whales/hist.html 16/12/2002 



Reference and further reading: 

Kostoglou, P. and McCarthy, J. (1991) Whaling and sealing sites in South Australia. Australian 
Institute for Maritime Archaeology Special Publication No. 6. 

This page was last modified 2002-10-17 
Webmaster: parkinfo@saugov.sa.gov.au 
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Whale Tales 
Diving regularly in Jervis Bay over the last ten years we have often seen Humpback and Southern 
Right Whales on their migratory paths off the coast . With a huge increase in the number of sightings 
over the last three years the Bay is fast becoming a Mecca for whale watching. Australia's 
participation in the history of whaling began with the arrival in 1791 of the Third Fleet from 
England. After unloading their live lumber (convicts), five ships, the Britannia, Maryann, William & 
Ann, Salamander and Matilda, hoisted sail after "fish" (whales). Although the Britannia and William 
& Ann harpooned seven "fish", they were only able to secure one each due to the violent weather. 
The Salamander lost an estimated ten barrels of fish and the Matilda returned after four days without 
daring to lower a whaleboat from the deck. The five ships then set sail for Peru. Four returned to 
London full of oil, the Matilda was wrecked in the Northern Pacific Ocean. Whaling was soon to be 
the most important industry in the colony and would continue to be for the next three decades, long 
before any notion of Australia's mineral resources or attempts at agriculture or pastoral endeavours. 

The New Industry 

The whalers were instrumental in the exploration of the Australian coastline in their pursuit of "fish", 
setting up operations in Port Lincoln, Portland Bay, Victor Harbour and along the Great Australian 
Bight. Indirectly, whales played a significant role in keeping the small settlements around our vast 
coastline functioning, as whaling ships were a vital lifeline bringing supplies, raw materials and 
labour. In 1803, on the way to establish the first settlement in Tasmania at Risdon, Captain Binker 
(Australia's whaling pioneer) remarked that "whales were so thick he could take 'em without 
.looking". En route the only restraint placed on his whaling activities was the chaining of convicts 
below deck. By the 1839 season there were over 20 whaling stations in Tasmania centred around 
Hobart and the Derwent River. The then Maritime Authority were advising vessels to stay mid-river 
to avoid Southern Right Whales that were in close proximity to the shoreline as they were a hazard to 
navigation. 1864 brought the most devastating device whales had to face, the exploding harpoon gun, 
which by 1880 was fitted to steam ships. Combined with the advent of floating factory ships and 
chasers, the worlds great whales were hunted close to extinction. By the 1924-25 whaling season the 
world catch was 23,000 whales, which increased to 43,000 in 1930-31. The slaughter reached a peak 
of 66,000 being taken in 1961-62. Declining stocks and increased conservation measures 
significantly contributed to a much smaller catch of 19,000 whales in the 1975-76 season. 1962 saw 
the humpback fishery collapse and finally cease operation in 1963. Unfortunately by then Australia's 
visiting populations of Humpbacks and Southern Right Whales were on the verge of extinction. 

Right Whales 

There is some debate as to how many species of right whales exist. Most authorities recognize two, 
the Southern and Pygmy Right Whale. The Northern Right Whale has been proposed as a third. Both 
species were close to extinction before being declared protected in 193 7. The Southern Right Whale 
is now showing signs of recovery with an increase of up to 7% per year. The number of Southern 
Right Whales taken is unknown. From an estimated stock of 50,000 animals pre-whaling, their 

http://www.shoalhaven.net.au/in~ws/bushtele/nbt77/whales.html 16/12/2002 



population is now estimated at three to five thousand world wide with several hundred visiting 
Australian waters annually. 

Humpback Whales 

The world distribution of humpbacks is divided into ten geographically distinct sub-populations with 
very little if any mixing between the groups. The southern hemisphere has six of these groups that 
spend the summer in Antarctica with two groups migrating north to Australia each year. 

Before modem commercial whaling, the population of the Western Australian Group was in the 
region of 12,000-17,000. By 1963 their numbers were reduced to less than 800 individuals of which 
half were immature. The total catch of this group from 1912 to 1963 exceeded 40,000. 

The East Australian Group population was around 10,000 and by 1963 was decimated to 500 
animals. There were instances of illegal hunting of this group. In 1955 the factory ship, Olympic 
Challenger took over 1,000 whales. The total catch for this group was 15,000. 

After a tireless campaign by several conservation groups, a worldwide ban on whaling was 
introduced in 1986. In defiance of the ban a number of countries still use a loophole to take several 
hundred whales each year for "scientific research". The carcasses are then processed for their meat 
and oil. 

Over 140,000 humpbacks were killed in Antarctica. Most groups are now recovering at an average of 
.about 9% per annum from the 1962 numbers, leading to more encounters each year, including 
several white humpbacks being sited regularly during their trek along the east coast of Australia. 

Perhaps the greatest threat whales and other marine animals face today is the increasing maritime 
traffic with its associated noise. Recent research indicates whales can communicate over vast 
distances through the ocean. Now th~y must compete with man-made noises as well. Maritime 
pollution is still a hazard with the continued dumping of raw sewage, toxic waste and other 
chemicals into the world's oceans every day. Autopsies carried out on dead whales have revealed 
high concentrations of chemical residue, some of which are known to cause birth defects and 
cancers. 

Jervis Bay played a small part in Australia's fledgling industry. Whalers visited the Bay in pursuit of 
their quarry starting from the 1790s up until 1912-13. Vessels belonging to the southern whaling 
fleet regularly called into the Bay's sheltered waters to render down their fish, reprovisioning with 
food and water at Bristol Point. This changed in the 1790s when gold was discovered in the 
mountains behind Jervis Bay. Most ships lost crew members to the goldfields through deserters 
hoping for the chance to strike it rich. 

Over the years a number of shorebased operations worked out of the Bay, the most successful being 
Captain William Kinghome who, in 1840, with one ship working from the north eastern side of the 
Bay taking Black, Sperm and Humpback whales. He ceased operating after three years due to the 
prohibitive costs of transporting the finished product to Sydney combined with the scarcity of his 
quarry. 

In 1912 the Norwegian eight thousand ton factory ship the Loch Tay plus the chasers Sorell and 
Campbell arrived in the Bay to hunt whales with the full support of the NSW government and 
fisheries. The two chasers harpooned one hundred and fifty eight whale in the 1912 season, 
rendering them down to 400 barrels of oil. They then departed to New Zealand, returning with a 
second factory ship, the Polynesia, for the 1913 season. From June through to October they took 379 
whales, making a total of 53 7 whales for the two seasons yielding 2666 tons of oil. This operation 
was forced to close down after only two seasons as there were many complaints received due to the 

http://www.shoalhaven.net.au/inews/bushtele/nbt77 /whales.html 16/12/2002 



strong odour and offal floating in the Bay. The last attempt at whaling in the Bay was in 1919 when a 
businessman was prepared to build a modern whaling station employing several hundred workers 
with ship building and other industries receiving a much needed boost. Despite local enthusiasm the 
acting Prime Minister, William Watt, stated "it would be unwise to permit the establishment of a 
whaling station which is in close proximity to the Naval College- HMAS Creswell" 

Our observation over the last ten years have shown Humpbacks rarely show interest in anything 
during June/July, being very single minded on their trip north to their breeding grounds. Whereas in 
September/October, the southbound females will frequently indulge the inquisitive nature of their 
calves letting them investigate anything that takes their fancy. They often rest in the protected waters 
of the Bay before moving on. 

During the migratory season, sightings off the entrance to the Bay have become a regular event. One 
morning we watched enthralled as four Humpbacks breached simultaneously in front ofus, their 
antics continued for over an hour until we had to leave. Of course they must have known I had 
decided to leave most of my camera equipment at home and consequently only had a 20 mm lens in 
a housing. 

Warren Jones regularly contributes his photographs to NBT 

Stow it in a Whale 

There are more and more reports of whales washed up, starved to death, with plastic bags clogging 
their guts. If you want Government intervention, you've got it. The Department of the Environment 
has come up with a slogan: "Stow it, don't throw it"! That should fix the problem. Coles and 
Woolies, mega plastic bag purveyors must be all atremble. How about a 20c levy on plastic bags as 
in Germany and confiscation of vessels or vehicles from which plastic bags are thrown as a follow­
up? 

Senator Bob Brown, The Australian Greens (From The Daily Planet) 

Keep watching for Whales 

Whales are presently moving south again having calved in warmer waters in the South. Take at trip 
to Governor's Head, the old Cape St. George Lighthouse and St George's Head for good vantage 
points in Booderee National Park. 

http://www.shoalhaven:net.au/inews/bushtele/nbt77 /whales.html 16/12/2002 



CHAPTER 2. WHALING SITES 

Sleaford Bay fishery site 
D.C. Lower Eyre Peninsula 

Sleaford Bay 

Cape Wiles 

Southern Ocean 

0 S19Locallon 

EB 
0 km 

Map 1.7 
(6028 - Ill) 

Figure 16. -Location map Sleaford Bay fishery, Sleaford Bay 
. (6028-ill). 

Location: AMG: 562800E 

(Zone 53 Map 6028) 

6136600N 

Also known as the Fishery Bay whaling station, the site 
is located withiri Fishery Bay, approximately 35 kilome­
tres south-west of Port Lincoln. 

History 

A foundation date for the Sleaford Bay fishery is yet to 
be established. In 1837, the South Australian Register 
reported on 12 August and U November that the schooner 
Siren had departed Port Adelaide for Sleaford Bay 'to 
take on a cargo of oil from the station there'. However, · 
no governmental export/produce statistics or private 
records refer to oil cargoes from Sleaford Bay until 1839, 

. when the South Australian Company and Messrs Hackand 
Company formed a combined fishery, the United Fish~ 
ing Company of-Adelaide, in what is now known -as 
Fishery Bay. By June of that year only four whales had 

been taken (Parsons, 1981). 
· The station operated tinder the United Company for 

- two seasons until late 184,1, when the South Australian 
- Company sold off all its interests in the black whale 

industry, leaving the Hack brothers in total control. Only 
months later Hack and Company, in dire financial straits, 
were forced to sell off all their interests in the industry 
in~luding the Rosetta Head and Sleaford Bay stations. · 
Hack and Company were declared insolvent in 1843. 
Both stations were purchased by Hagen and Hart, who 
operated the latter station for three to four months and 
then abandoned it. The station was never occupied again. 

The sites 

The station complex is composed of two .functionally 
separate sites, the first serving as an accommodation 
area, and the other as a processing facility f01:- whale 
carcasses. It should also be noted that a well site was once 
situated to the south of the accommoda,tion precinct. 
Site A: Accomrrwdation complex 
Seven building foundations were identified scattered 
randomly withina62 x 35 metre area dominated by thick 
coastal scrubland. Overgrown by vegetation and in ex­
tremely deteriorated condition, these features were only -
identified after an extensive foot survey of the entire 
area. . . . . __ 

All structural features were constructed. of rubble 
limestone, ~!though in three examples large in situ stone . 
outcrops were used as corners, and the building walls 
incorporated_ around these. 

Two scatters of brick (see Artefacts section) and a 
further sample still in siiu at the interior base of Feature 
2 would seem to indicate that at least some of the 
structures' floor areas or fireplaces were paved with 
loose bricks. 
Site B: Flensing floor and try-works 
Approximately 500 metres east of the accommodation 
area, at the base of the cliff-line that overlooks most of 
the bay, a compacted sandy platform was identified as 
the flensing and trying out facility for the station. Al­
though the platform proper is only 10-15 metres in 
length, the outer edge has eroded to reveal -a stratified 
subsurface artefactual progression extending in discon­
tinuous concentrations to a point 31 metres south ;md 51 
metres north of this feature. 

This deposit includes an extensive charcoal lens· 
which by the extent bf deposition, suggests sustained · 
utilisation of the facility for a number of seasons. 
Site C: Whip well 
A whip well structure, composed of she-oak saplings 
sunk into a rock hole catchment is said to have been 
constructed by the whalemen at the southern end of the 
bay in the freshwater flood-zone that exists there. Unfor­
tunately the whip structure was dismantled and removed 

17 
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Fig urc 17. Site A, Sica( ord Ray accommodation precinct. (Markers indicate positions of the seven structural features ide~tified.) · 
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CHAPTER 2. WHALING SITES . 

Figure 19. Site A, artefacts, bricks i,i situ on lloor. 

1 
Figure 20. Si°tc A, artcfacL~. hoop iron ..:·x1xiscd in cxca~•atinn overburden. 

by local residents before this survey, and no f urtJ1cr 
details arc available. 

Artefacts 

Si1eA: Accommodation area _ 
1n association with Features 2, 4 and 7, scatters of hand­
made red clay bricks were located. Com~sed of ve ry 
fine grained clay wit11 few i:mpurilics, these bricks were 
well fired and accordingly have weathered minimally. 
All lacked frogs, but several bore characteristic Lhumb 
prints on t11cir surface. The average size was recorded _ at 
23 x 11 x 6 cm. 

As a result ofan unaut11oriscd excavation (sec plan) . 

fragmentary pieces of whalebone were also located 
within Lhe precincts of the accommodation area. Al­
though unprovenanced; Lhcir recovery from . the 
excavalional overburden indicates Lhatthey occupied a 
posiLion wit11in a subsurface deposit. Two lengths of 
hoop iron (see Appendix 3) were also obtained from t11e 
same location. 
Sile B: Flensing floor and try-works 
_Wit11in t11e stratigraphic profile of the try-works floor, 
Lhrce composiLionally differing layers were disce~ible. 
The surface unit was composed of compacted soil, 
wit11in which w~re noted several complete and fragmen-

· 1..ary red clay bricks of the same type identified at t11e 
accommodation area. The inlcrrnediaty soil unit was of 
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Figure 2L Site B, Oensing !1oor, general view, Sleaford Bay fishery , 

.-·•-', : : "( , . . 

_ -_. -•-- __ . ,i;li1/\~-~~:>-:_ 
Figure 22, _Site B, stratigraphic profile try_-works !1ooi_ 

a far coarser nature, containing minor dcposiLs; of char­
coal beads and very fragmentary bricks of poor quality_ 
The base layer was a well de fined lens of charcoal two to 

three centimetres in depth, Component carbon varied in 
size from microscopic to fragments fourmillim etres in 
diameter, 

On the surface of the floor was a varied as­
sortment of masonry, possibly having originally 
served as a lining of sorts for areas used_to house t11c 
try-pots , Apart from the rubble calcrctc fragm e nts 
which possibly were dislodged and t1rns deposited 

20 

accidentally from the caprock layer on the adjacent 
cliff-line, four different brick types were identified 
(see Fig, 23), The poorer quality samples have been 
severely reduced by natural degradation, and match· 
the fragments referred to in. the intermediate layer 
of the floor profile, 

At two locations in the profile, both north of the floor 
proper, the charcoal lens has diminished, and in its place 
is found deposits of strip iron up to 5.5 cm in width and 
18 cm in lengt11, 

Previously said to have been associated with t11is 
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Figure 23 .. Site B, artefacLs, brick scatter o_n floor_ (Note dif­
fering texture, colour and grade of representative 
samples.) 

Oensing floor site arc the try-pot and sperm whale 
mandible now removed to the entrance of the Whalers 
Way tourist display (sec Appendix 3). · 

Discussion 

. In the first season, 1500 gallons (about 50 tuns) ofoil and 
three tons of whalebone were obtained. This poor yield 
was not looked upon kindly by the South Australian 
Company/Hack and Company combine, who in seeking 
appropriate scapegoats , blamed inexperienced heads­
men and constant! y dcscn:i ng boat crew mcm bcrs for the 
low result. Paid in direct proportion tci their catch, it is 
little wonder that so many employees chose to abandon 
the fishery . Indeed, dese rt.ion was· an occupational haz­
ard on every wh_aling venture where the 'lay' was used 
as a standard form of payment to employees. 

In 1840, the annual yield was greatly improved with 
3400 gallons (about I 10 tuns) being shipped to Port 
Adelaide by the John Pirie (Parsons, 198 !). Hack and 
Com:pany had purchased the South Australian Compa­
ny's interest in the United Fishing Company by 1841 
(Parsons, 1981 ). The arrival of a competing whaler from 
Sydney during the 1841 sea<;on depressed profits once 
more. Only 1000 gallons (34 tuns) were obtained, and 

-more disturbing to the owners, few whales were entering 
thc bay . At thi s time the station employed 35 men using · 

Figure 24 . Site C, rock hole formerly accommodating whal -
ers whip well. · 

three catchboats. 
In the South Australian Magazine (November 184 1: 

153-158), Mr Neales Bentham optimistically forecast an 

· expanded whaling industry for the· Port . Lincoln area, 
inclu<li[!g Sleaford Bay. He stated 'it appears quite cvi­
<.lcnt that the whale fishery ere long will be one of the 
principal sources of wealth of the Port Lincoln settlers' 
Only months later the fishery showed how misguided 
Bcntham's assessment was, when it closed dow_n for the 
final time, and the Boston Island station proposal also 
came to nothing (see Spalding Cove whaling site p. 22). 
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Sleaford Bay Site Structure (photo by M. Staniforth). 

Unlike Fowlers Bay, Sleaford Bay revealed extensive 
archaeological evidence of the whaling station in the form 
of habitation (and storage) sites and a tryworks platform 
(see Bradbury et al 1997). Again the building sites were 
largely constructed of local stone but in this case there is 
far more extensive use of bripk in particular in the form of 
the tryworks floor. 

Flensing Platform at Sleaford Bay (photo by M. Staniforth) 

Artefacts 

Another issue which came up was the nature and extent of 
the archaeological material which lay in the waters in front 
of the whaling station - an underwater survey by Tim 
Anson and Nathan Richards revealed a range of artefactual 
material including this blue transfer print found 
underwater. These artefacts indicate that the seas may have 
been a convenient receptacle for unwanted rubbish or that 

http://ehlt.flinders.edu.au/archaeology/awsanz/ssleaf.html 16/12/2002 
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THIS RESERVE COMPRISES SECTION 21 
HUNORED OF SLEAFORD.COUNTY OF 
FLINDERS , TOGETHER WITH THE ADJOINING 
150LINKS RESERVE & PORTION OF THE 
150LINKS RESERVE ADJOINING SECTION 
25 & EXTENDING APPROX . 40 CHAINS 
FROM THE EASTERNMOST CORNER OF 
SECTION 21 . 

AREA App-ox. 33 Ha. 

LONGITUDE 135'41'(approx. ) 
LATITUDE 34' SS'(approx .) 

SCALE 1:10,000 
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ABORIGINAL & HISTORIC RELICS PRESERVATION ACT 

A.N.M. SERIES 1 250,000 
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