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SO0UTH EAST

ltem No. P RFTMEIO0L
ITEM NAME: "Dingley Dell” Cottage
Former or other names:

South Australian
Heritage RAct 1978-80:

LOCATIDN: OTYRE OF ITEME
Address: mear Fort MacDommell Description: Cottzae
Subject: Z.01 -

Allotment: Feriod: 1830-1860
Section = 138 Date: Pre 18&4 Condition: Well Nept
Hund red : MacDomell Architect:.
County : Grey Builder:
L. G. [, : Fort MacDomnell
S.H. P Region: & STATUS GBtate Heritage List: Registesred
H.M.G., Ref. 3 54 N3 B783400 Mational Estate 5 Listed

£ 471785C MNationsl Trust P Classified

HERITQRGE SIBNIFICAMIE RECOMMENDATION: State

DeEsovintion:

White painted random rubble stonework with new timber shingled bhipped
roof. Multi-paned double hung saeh windows and door with small muliti-
paned fanlioht. Stone window sills. Two tall stone chimmevs. Svemstricosl
fromt sievation with siwmplse propovtions. Uottage’s restorstion apoears
to e & little artificial., needs aging. One post of fthe rnearby timber
shelter came from the origimal "Dingley Dell” stockyards.

Adam Linsay Gordon bought thisg cottage in 1864 and spent a feawm summers
there. By 1322 it had fallen into desclation, but the Sovernwment bought
it and a loosl committes restored 13 2s a wesmorial and tourist
attractinoy, whern the enthusiasm for Gordorn was oclimbing fTo 1ts osak. The
Lape Northusberland area has numerous associations with Serdon’s noet ry.
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ADAM LINDSAY GORDON
(1833-1870)

Adam Lindsay Gordon arrived in Adelaide in 1853 when he
was twenty years of age. He joined the South Australian Police
Force, and was stationed in the south-eastern part of South
Australia. Later he inherited a fortune, and resigned to become
a horse trainer, Member of Parliament, and steeplechaser. His
poem “The Sick Stockrider”” was the forerunner of the balladry
poems which later covered the whole range of Australian
bush life. One of its best-known verses is:

‘Twas merry in the glowing morn, among the gleaming grass,

To wander as we've never wandered many a mile,

And blow the cool tobacco cloud, and watch the white
wreaths pass,

Sitting loosely in the saddle all the while.

Below is “Dingley Dell,” the home of Adam Lindsay Gordon
after his marriage to Miss Park. “Dingley Dell” is situated at
Port MacDonnell, south of Mount Gambier: it now contains
relics of the poet. i

Below left is the Caledonian Hotel, Robe. It was here that
Adam Lindsay Gordon lived, and is said to have been nursed
during a sickness by Miss Park whom he subsequently
married at Mount Gambier.
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Dingley Dell Cottage, Port MacDonnell,
home of the South Australian poet,
Adam Lindsay Gordon.
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