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HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE :ggATION
ress .
The Dry Dock is of immense significance because of its ident- Randell st
Town Mannum

ification with William Randell and the pioneering of
Australia's inland river transport. The dock was built at
Milang for A.H. Landseer and launched on 18 September 1873.
At the time it was said to be the largest floating dock in
the southern hemisphere, the only one in Australia. It was
sold to Randell who had it towed to Mannum and finally com-
pleted as a dry dock on 5 June 1876. It became the major site
for the repair of riverboats on the Murray.

The beam engine was built by John Key of Kircaldy. It was
used to pump water from the dock, and is of heritage signif-
icance because of its association with this item.

The Paddle Steamer "Marion" which has been fixed in the dry
dock as a National Trust Museum since 1963, had a varied and
interesting association with the Murray. It was built in 1896
for George Fowler, as a houseboat, then used as a barge and
then - apart from a period of use by Ben Chaffey - was a
paddlesteamer in the river trade between 1900 and 1953.
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