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and premises used thereafter as letter carrier's residence
until property transferred to use of Gawler School of Mines
in August 18388. Used as Commonwealth Electoral Office 1915-
1953, then for Technical School classes until 1966, then
purchased by Gawler branch of the National Trust (January
1967) and opened as a museum in October 1968.

Telegraph communication from Adelaide to Gawler commenced
1857 and operated initially from the Kingsford (Globe) Hotel
and later from the offices of James Martin in Murray Street.
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OLD TELEGRAPH STATION, Gawler

Gawler, twenty-five miles north of Adelaide, once-described as “a northern
village,” became a welcome overnight stopping place during the settlement
of the northern areas of South Australia.

Miners -on their way to Yorke Peninsula, Burra, and Kapunda, itinerant
workers, bullock drivers, teamsters, and coach passengers, passed through
the town in their hundreds.

When Gawler was connected to Adelaide by rail in 1857, it became an
important agricultural and industrial centre. Wheat and wool were hauled
into the town for transport to Port Adelaide. Flour mills, foundries, breweries,
brickworks, and allied industries gave employment tg‘hundreds of workers.

lts prosperity was marked by the construction of many solid two-
storeyed buildings, of which the OIld Telegraph Station, erected in 1860, is
a fine example.

Now under the control of the National Trust, it is used as the headquarters
of the Gawler branch, and some rooms have been furnished in contem-
porary style to depict life in the area in bygone days.
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