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HISTORICAL SUMMARY: The lighthouse, designed by Trinity
House, London, was built in 1858. It was converted from a
kerosene powered lamp to an automatic electrical system in
1932. As it stands over the entrance to the main shipping
lanes to and from Adelaide, the station was connected to
the mainland by telegraph in 1876, and served as a Lloyds
Signal Station. The original attached Keepers' cottages
were replaced by the present buildings in the early 1930s.

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE: Situated on some of the Island's
rockiest coastline, the lighthouse served an obvious need
in guiding much of the colony's shipping safely through
Investigator Strait. South Australia depended on its
coastal shipping rather than land transport during the last
century, and as Kangaroo Island lies across the main sea
access to Adelaide, this and the other lighthouses on the
island were of major significance.
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