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Ac;g 80 ITEM NAME: LUBASCH'S BARN Office Use
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Former or other Pfeifffer’s Barn;Gething's I?EM No.
. : DOCKET No.
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HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE LOCATION
Section 3812 (52 acres) was purchased by Gottfried lLubasch as Address  princes llighway
a Special Purchase, 17th June, 1844, for- $.104. The barn, which | Town Hahndorf .
has a German-style timber frame, was built by him sometime in Postcode
the 1840's. ‘ Section  ag7:
Later it was owned by a Welsh ship's surgeon who practised at Hundred =
Pt . Adelaide},one Robert. Gethings. County
L.G.A.

Galvanized iron roof and gable end.
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(See Mt. Barker District Diagram 2 for location)
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Registered State Heritage 6627-10488.
Anni Fox, Hahndorf. .
Owner : G.L. Paech, Beerenberg Products, Mt. Barker.
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- GERMAN BARNS AT HAHNDORF

WA German farm may be distinguished from the
farms of other citizens of the state by the
superior size of their barns; the plain but
compact form of their houses; the height of
their enclosures; the extent of their orchards;
the fertility of their fields; the luxuriance
of their meadows and a general appearance of
plenty and neatness in everything that belongs
to them.'1h

This is not a reference to German farms in South
Australia but a comment of German superiority in
the agriculture of Pennsylvania in the iate 18th
century. The description could very well fit the
farms of the German settlers in this state almost
fifty years afterwards. The opening phrase ''the
superior size of their barns' is very well
illustrated by those still remaining in the
Hahndorf area. Four of these have been measured
up. They include Gething's Barn®at the southern end
of Hahndorf, classified by the National Trust,a barn
at Friedrichstadt and two barns at Paechtown built
by the Paech family. The Gething's barn was
originally owned by Friederich Wilhelm Wittwer, the
Hahndorf miller,and no doubt used, as were the
Paecchtown barns, for threshing and bagging wheat
and corn. The barn was also used for storing

14 Jones, M.A. Destination America p.127. Comments

_ in 1798 by Dr. Benjamin Rush, the celebrated
Philadelphian physician on German farm settle-
ments, many of which were erected by defeated

German auxiliaries of the colonial armies of
George 111.
% Barn on Section 3812 Hd. of Kuitpo

hay or grainand sheltering farm equipment. However
the mild climate of South Australia meant that
there was no need for barns to shelter and feed
stock.

Gething's and the Paechtown barns

The two barns at Paechtown are remarkably similar.
Their main halls are each 11 x 6 m in size and
within this area are equal aisles of 6 x 2.7 m.
Only the widths of the lean-to's vary (1.7 m and
2.3 m). - The main doors are located centrally on
the larger sides and are matched by smaller doors
on the opposite wall of the lean-to. This helped
to facilitate a strong draught of air for threshing
the grain. The Gething's Barn is different in form
but it still has a main hall 9.3 m x 7.7 m and a
lean-to 2.2 m wide. There are large double doors
on the ends of the barn similar in size to the ones
on the other barns and a corresponding smaller door
at the opposite end. All three barns have boarded
floor areas in between these two doors on which
threshing and bagging could take place. The timber
frames have varying bay widths in each barn. Some
standard sizes occur throughout; for example end
bays are usually 1.3 m or 1.4 m. The framework to
the main halls are divided into three bays
vertically and all of the end bays are provided
with gable braces. Standard post sizes are found
in all the buildings. 150 mm2 for the corner posts
and 120 x 150 mm for centre posts. Similar sizes
to the latter are used for the cross rails which
are stub tenoned and pegged into the posts. 120 x
120 mm base plates into which all the posts are
stub tenoned are set level on stone walling or over
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Gething's Barn in late 1930's.
(Lean-to now removed)
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With local historian Anni Fox at Hahndorf Academy, a
boarding college in 1857.

below: Old barn outside Hahndorf built in “Pug” style.
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