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Railway Heritage of South Australia

RAILWAY HERITAGE of SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Site Name Por Elliot Railway Station
STATEMENT OF CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

This is not a building of particular architectural distinction but is a good example of a
surviving timber clad railway station. The historical significance of the building lies in
its history with the south coast railway, in particular with that part of the line from Port
Elliot to Victor Harbor. ‘

Significant Interest

. Historical This is a later addition to the south coast railway line but its
historical significance lies in its identification with the history of this line.

° Architectural Though not an item of great architectural distinction, this item
is a good example of very few surviving timber-framed railway stations.

s Environmental This is not a dominant or landmark item in the town.

RECOMMENDATION

We recommend that the item should be included on the Register of the National Estate.



Railway Heritage of South Australia

‘Site Name Port Elliot Railway Station
ANALYSIS OF SIGNIFICANT INTEREST
HISTORICAL

Date 1911

This building represents part of the final chapter in the railway development along the
south coast of Fleurieu Peninsula, when the prime function of freight haulage to Victor
Harbor had given way to that of holiday makers travelling from Adelaide.

The railway station was the final development in the early and fascinating rail transport
history of Port Elliot, and reflects the growing influence of tourism in the region."...it
would appear that the original passenger station building was retained, and 1ncorporated
into the final 1911 development, and was not dcmohshed until June 1960 as a structural
hazard' (State Hentage Branch Files)

Construction work to extend the horse tramway from Port Elliot to Victor Harbor
started in 1863: the contractor was Robert Redman. At the time, a stone station was
built on the new station site and in 1867 a goods shed was erected (both have since
been demolished). A shelter shed was added in 1887. The final, existing development
on the site was undertaken in 1911 by contractor William Essery to plans drawn by the
South Australian Railways, when consideration for passcngcr facilities had superseded
those for freight.

On 28 August 1913, the Advertiser reported that the siding had been extended by
¢.69m and that the platform was to be lengthened 9m, with the width being increased
by 3.6m. A new station office in the centre of the platform replaced the older one. |

There was also an addition of a cream and fish shed. Even by the time of this article,
the train passing through the station had acquired the reputation as the 'cockle train'.

Australian National closed the line on 14 January 1986, though it has been re-opened as
a tourist railway under the control of Steamranger. .*

ARCHITECTURAL

Size Single storey g

Wall Materials Timber framed and weatherboard clad

Roof Form Hipped/Gablet

Roof Material Corrugated Galvanised Iron

Window type Timber-framed, double-hung sash

Other features Wide eave to form verandah supported by wrought iron brackets
and semi-circular arches

Few timber framed railway stations have been identified as being of particular
significance.
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Site Name Port Elliot Railway Station

REFERENCES

Advertiser, 28 August 1913

Heritage Branch Files 6626-11178

Heritage Investigations, 'Heritage Survey Region 4', 1985, Item 101

Noack et al., p.48

- SAPP, Colonial Architect, 1857-66; Railway Commissioner's Report for June 1885,
1888, 1897

SAPP 29-1888

SAR Plan No 25524/222

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION
CIRCUMSTANCES

The item is currently leased by the local branch of the National Trust as a Heritage
Centre and forms a vital part of the tourist railway between Goolwa and Victor Harbor.

INTEGRITY

The integrity of the item is very high
ENVIRONMENT / PLANNING IMPLICATIONS

This item is not a promment item, it is some way from the main road connecting V1ctor
Harbor and Goolwa and is located off the Strand.



REGISTER NOMINATION REPORT Date: 25/10/84 Item Reference: 6626-11178

RAILWAY STATION
PORTﬂELLIOT

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE

Historically, the item represents the final chapter in the area'’s rail development,
when the priority of freight haulage to the busy port of Victor Harbor had been
supplanted by the movement of holiday makers to and from the State capital so
characteristic of the 20th Century.

Architecturally, the building is a better-than-usual timber framed railway
station, with interest being added by the use of wrought iron brackets and
"arches". The station platform is of standard construction.

Environmentally, the item is not a strong landmark but is clearly discernible as
the station.

The integrity of the item is quite good, showing few alterations and being
adequately maintained.

NOMINATION SOURCE/THREAT/OWNER

This report has been prepared in response to a request from the Heritage
Committee that the entire Goolwa-Victor Harbor Railway be assessed for the
Register. The item is owned by Australia National, but services have ceased on
the line and its future is in doubt.

Fan
HERITAGE CONSERVATION BRANCH RECOMMENDATION: . E “OJ%ZL’(" ¢3hélzﬁxi“*w

It is recommended that this item be included on the Register of State Heritage
Items, and that it be categorized H3, A3.

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN HERITAGE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: ..ttt eincnesannsnsss
Chairman




Register of State Heritage ltems Ref. No.
South« ITEM EVALUATION SHEET
Austrslian Buildings and Structures 6626-11178
Heritage
Act Item  Rajiiway Station Status
1978-82 PORT ELLIOT -
Age Subject Style
Present Use Code: 1415 Passenger Shelter
1911 Original Use Code: 1415 Passenger Shelter B
Context Constructed to better service a popular holiday area, E lve ||AG |EP INA
replacing an earlier passenger shelter dating from 1865. R e
X
Person/Group
X
| Event
S
7 X
=
Architect/Builder Plans by South Australian Railways. Contractor
William Essery. X
Design A simple timber building with a steeply pitched corrugated
iron roof with vented gablets. A central, passenger waiting space,
open on the platform side, flanked by enclosed offices at each end. X
Construction Exposed timber frame with weatherboards. Corrugated
iron roof, and verandah with wrought iron brackets. Wrought iron
semi-circular "arches" add a touch of flair to the waiting room X
entrance. Brick walls to toilets with small fluted corrugated iron
Interior t0 tlm?éf’ffﬁﬁéd Wélis.
o Basic exposed timber frame and weatherboards. X
3
U ™
3| Representation A good example of timber framed railway stations in
:5 South Australia. X
e
<
Continuity A remote item from the built-up streets of Port Elliot.
E
Local Character Fits well with the local character. ]
g X
g ;
§ Landmark Not a strong landmark, but clearly discerned as the i
~ railway station. X
i li
Alterations “Few alterations appear to have been made.
- "
Condition Generally in original condition and adequately
maintained. ‘ ' X
& :
% Compat:bg!;ty Can still adequately fulfil its role as a railway
g station. X




South Register of State Heritage |tems Ref. No.

Australian ngM FVALUATION SHEET 6626-11178

Heritage Buildings and Structures

Act ltem Railway Station Prepared By:

1978-82 PORT ELLIOT Parry Kostoglou
Barry Rowney

Supplementary Information

History and Sources

For a community of its size, Port Elliot has enjoyed a rather complex and extensive
tram/rail history, which can be divided into three major developmental phases,
culminating in the construction of the complex seen today.

The first project involved the original 1853 tramway where the line extended directly
onto the jetty at Horseshoe Bay, thus facilitating the promptest possible movement of
goods from boat to railway and visa versa. However, for three years materials
awaiting transit from the foreshore suffered at the hands of the elements until the
Public Works Department authorized the construction of a shelter shed for the storage
of goods, that also doubled as a passenger terminus in 1857.

With the completion of the Victor Harbor extension in 1863, the Horseshoe Bay complex
was abandoned, as the new line ran directly through the township, and disastrous
shipping losses had effectively destroyed whatever credibility the port had enjoyed
under its champion Governor Young.

At the new location a stone passenger station was begun in 1864 and completed early
in 1865. Once again the damage wrought by nature on unprotected goods necessitated
the prompt construction of a goods shed. In his report to Adelaide of 1864, the
Superintendent of the line stated: "At Port Elliot a goods shed is very much
required for there is no protection whatever for goods left on the roadside". By the
end of 1865 the new shed was nearing completion, and by June 1866, the entire complex
had been finished, although at somewhat greater expense than the original projection
of 500 pounds.

Although sources remain unclear on this point, it would appear that the original
passenger station building was retained, and uncorporated into the final 1911
development, and was not demolished until June 1960 as a structural hazard.

The final, and present development occured on the same site as the previous one.

Plans for the present passenger station building were passed by the Chief Engineer of
Railways (all responsibility for railway development and maintenance was taken from

contd.
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A°“t o ITEM EVALUATION SHEET 6626-11178
ustra.ian Buildings and Structures

Heritage

Act ltem Railway Station Prepared By:

1978-82 PORT ELLIOT Parry Kostoglou
Barry Rowney

History and Sources

the Public Works Department in the late 1870's and given to the fledgling S.A.R.)

on the 1% May, 1911, and work was completed a year later. Details as to the costings
of the project remain obscure, and the most likely source of information, the South
Australian Parliamentary Papers, remain cryptic about this.

The use of light timber framed construction for a railway station was unusual, and it
must be presumed that by 1911 Port Elliot had become insignificant as a freight
station, and had taken on its modern role as a tourist stop. The S.A.R. thus went to
a minimum of expense in providing passenger facilities which were to see only
seasonal use by weekend recreational passengers.

Sources
Noack, Marsden, Dallwitz - Port Elliot and Goolwa Heritage Study

SAPP Public Works Reports 1857-1866
S.A. Railway Planning Office Drawing No. 25524/222
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