
Attachment: Additional Assessment of the Noolook Bark Mill Site 
 
On 17 November 2010, the SA Register Committee (the Committee) 
provisionally entered the Noolook Bark Mill Site in the SA Heritage Register. 
In response, ForestrySA made a submission to the SA Register Council on 7 
December 2010 arguing the extent of listing be altered to exclude some 
modern elements not related with the bark mill and to include the remains of a 
stone stable, not considered in the Twentieth Century Survey report. The 
following report details a second heritage assessment of the Noolook Bark 
Mill Site, presented to the Committee at its meeting of 13 April 2011.  
 
Figure 1 identifies the built features associated with the Noolook Bark Mill 
Site, including those provisionally listed in the SA Heritage Register on 17 
November 2010, and the proposed alterations to the listing. Details of the 
proposed change to listing are as follows: 
 

Stable Ruins 
 

Ruins of a stone stables, apparently built before the bark mill to support the 
mail run. The ruins are significant as one of the earliest structures on the site, 
and through its association with the management of mail in the region. 
 

1960s Shed 
 

A simple metal shed built to store fuel and hold forestry machinery. The 
structure relates to modern forestry functions and is not a significant 
component of the site. 
 

Engine Bases 
 

Two simple stone and concrete bases for engines that powered bark mill 
equipment. Both are damaged but interpretable. The bases are significant 
components of the site since they relate specifically to the bark mill’s 
functions. 
 

Well 
 

A historic stone lined well. Its date of construction is not known but likely 
related to the now demolished bark mill. That relationship makes it a 
significant component of the site. 
 

Sheep Dip 
 

Probably constructed in the 1960s, the dip relates to efforts to extend the sites 
economic viablility by running and shearing sheep. The dip has been filled in 
with earth with its above ground structure still visible. The dip is significant in 
its  participation in the continued tradition of this site acting as a regional 
centre of activites. 
 
Statement of Significance 
 

Operational from the 1890s until 1960, the Noolook Bark Mill Site is a 
remarkable surviving relic of the wattle bark industry, a widespread rural 



enterprise whose evidence in the state has almost entirely vanished. Historic 
remains evidence the site’s lengthy tradition acting as a regional centre, from 
mail change station and way station, to bark mill and wool shearing station.  
 

 

Figure 1  Site plan showing features already provisionally listed, those proposed for 

provisional listing and those proposed for removal from the listing. 

 






















