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Plovers

Avocets; Stilts

Waders

Terns

Pelicans

Gulls

Fishers

Ducks

Swans
Grazers

Sandpipers; Stints

Distributional range

World Australia Local

Nesting

Here Elsewhere

Abundance

Few Lots
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WATERBIRDS OF
THE COORONG, LOWER 
LAKES & MURRAY MOUTH

HABITATS

Curlews

Submerged 
plants

Deep open 
water

Fringing sedges
and reeds

Godwits

Oystercatchers
Ibis

Cormorants; Grebes

Herons; Egrets; Spoonbills

Reed dwellers
Swamphens; Native-hens

Bitterns; Crakes; Rails
Coots

WATERBIRD
TYPE & 

FEEDING GROUP

South Lagoon

Parnka Point

Pelican Point

MENINGIE

Distributional range

World Australia Local

Nesting

Feeding group members

Plovers

Avocets; Stilts

Diversity Numbers

South Lagoon

Water levels can vary greatly,
depending on  seasonal sea level 
(higher in winter), flows from the 
Lower Lakes barrages and the South 
East drainage system, and also wind 
strength and direction.

There is a salinity gradient in the
South Lagoon - from higher in the 
south (5 times as salty as sea water),
to lower in the north (2 times as 
salty as sea water).

The South Lagoon provides 
significant areas of island that are
important nesting sites for Terns,
Gulls and Pelicans.

Waders

Terns
Pelicans; Cormorants

Gulls

Fishers

Ducks
Swans

Grazers
Major food sources

Chironomids

Invertebrates

Smallmouth 
hardyhead

Fish

Sandpipers; Stints

Plants
Ruppia

Food abundance

Lots Little

HABITAT FOOD SOURCE 
& ABUNDANCE

FEEDING GROUP

Diversity Numbers

Diversity Numbers

KEY
Here Elsewhere

Non-tidal 
mudflats

Shallow 
open water

Submerged 
vegetation

Oystercatchers

Diversity and numbers relative to the total Coorong, Lower Lakes and Murray Mouth area
Nesting is known to occur here (ie. South Lagoon), or elsewhere (ie. either  elsewhere within or outside of the Coorong, Lower Lakes and Murray Mouth area)2
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WATERBIRD DISTRIBUTION 
AND ABUNDANCE IN THE 
COORONG, LOWER LAKES 
& MURRAY MOUTH:
INFOGRAPHICS 

Murray Mouth

Parnka Point

Pelican Point

MENINGIE

Distributional range

World Australia Local

Nesting

Feeding group members

Plovers
Avocets; Stilts

Murray Mouth

The Murray Mouth estuary is 
separated from Lake Alexandrina
by the 5 barrages (Goolwa, 
Boundary Creek, Mundoo, Ewe 
Island and Tauwitchere).

Salinity levels fluctuate widely. 
Flows through the barrages freshen 
the estuary and connect it to Lake
Alexandrina. When flow ceases, the
estuary is predominantly marine, 
whilst the estuary can be freshwater
when the barrages are fully open. 
Water levels and mouth open-ness 
are influenced by marine storms, 
tides, and barrage flows.

A high productivity and availability
of both feeding habitat and food
sources boost the diversity and
numbers of waterbirds found here.

Waders

Terns
Pelicans

Herons; Egrets

Fishers

Ducks
Swans

Grazers
Major food sources

Smallmouth 
hardyhead

Fish

Sandpipers; Stints; Sanderling

Plants / Algae
Sea lettuce

Food abundance

Lots Little

KEY
Here Elsewhere

Oystercatchers

Diversity Numbers

HABITAT FOOD SOURCE 
& ABUNDANCE

FEEDING GROUP

Diversity Numbers

Diversity Numbers

Tidal 
mudflats

Estuarine
open water

Ocean 
beach

Chironomids

Invertebrates

Polychaetes
Amphipods
Bivalves
Crabs

Sandy sprat
Mullet

Mulloway Curlews
GodwitsMarine fish

Bream Ibis
Cormorants; Grebes

Ruppia

Diversity and numbers relative to the total Coorong, Lower Lakes and Murray Mouth area
Nesting is known to occur here (ie. Murray Mouth), or elsewhere (ie. either  elsewhere within or outside of the 
Coorong, Lower Lakes and Murray Mouth area)
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North Lagoon

Parnka Point

Pelican Point

MENINGIE

Distributional range

World Australia Local

Nesting

Feeding group members

Plovers
Avocets; Stilts

North Lagoon

Both the level and salinity of water
here varies greatly, and depends on
seasonal sea level (higher in winter), 
flows from the Lower Lakes barrages 
and the extent of this lagoon’s 
connection with the South Lagoon.

A diversity of habitats occur as a 
result of a strong salinity gradient,
ranging from slightly less than sea 
water, to twice as salty as sea water.

The North Lagoon provides 
significant areas of permanent
open water, and mudflat habitats.
These important habitats are used
by a large number of waterbirds,
including migratory shorebirds in 
spring and summer.

Waders

Terns
Pelicans; Cormorants; Grebes

Herons; Egrets

Fishers

Ducks
Swans

Grazers

Major food sources

Chironomids

Invertebrates

Smallmouth 
hardyhead

Fish

Sandpipers; Stints

Plants
Ruppia

Food abundance

Lots Little

KEY
Here Elsewhere

Oystercatchers

Diversity Numbers

HABITAT FOOD SOURCE 
& ABUNDANCE

FEEDING GROUP

Diversity Numbers

Diversity Numbers

Non-tidal 
mudflats

Shallow 
open water

Submerged 
vegetation

Polychaetes
Amphipods
Bivalves
Crabs

Sandy sprat

Mullet

Mulloway
Curlews
Godwits

Diversity and numbers relative to the total Coorong, Lower Lakes and Murray Mouth area
Nesting is known to occur here (ie. North Lagoon), or elsewhere (ie. either  elsewhere within or outside of the 
Coorong, Lower Lakes and Murray Mouth area)
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Lower Lakes

Parnka Point

Pelican Point

MENINGIE

Distributional range

World Australia Local

Nesting

Feeding group members

Plovers
Avocets; Stilts

Lower Lakes

The Lower Lakes are two
large, connected freshwater
lakes (Lake Alexandrina, and
the smaller Lake Albert).

The River Murray flows into Lake
Alexandrina, which also receives
flows from rivers of the eastern 
Mount Lofty Ranges and Fleurieu
Peninsula.

Flow from Lake Alexandrina to the 
Coorong and Murray Mouth is 
regulated by a series of five barrages
spanning a total length of more than 
7 kilometres.

Reeds and sedges fringing the lakes
provide habitat for frogs, and 
feeding and nesting habitat for bird
species. The deep open water habitat
is used by waterbirds when they are
moulting.

Waders
Pelicans

Herons; Egrets

Fishers
Swans

Grazers
Major food sources

Invertebrates

Small bodied
native fish

Fish

Food abundance

Lots Little

KEY
Here Elsewhere

Diversity Numbers

HABITAT FOOD SOURCE 
& ABUNDANCE

FEEDING GROUP

Diversity Numbers

Diversity Numbers

Reed beds
and shallow
water

Deep open
water

Sandy 
shoreline

Salt - fresh water
migrants

Large freshwater
fish

Ibis Cormorants; Grebes

Reed dwellers
Coots
Swamphens
Bitterns; 
Crakes; Rails

Aquatic insects
& larvae

Other
Frogs  

Plants
Aquatic plants 

Ducks
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1
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Diversity and numbers relative to the total Coorong, Lower Lakes and Murray Mouth area
Nesting is known to occur here (ie. Lower Lakes), or elsewhere (ie. either  elsewhere within or outside of the 
Coorong, Lower Lakes and Murray Mouth area)
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Diagrams based on a contemporary and generalised understanding of bird distribution and abundances for the Coorong, Lower Lakes and Murray Mouth (developed June 2015)


