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M.C. O’Leary

characteristic plate glands or floral bracts of A. saligna
(Maslin 2001b, and pers. comm.).

Variation

A. provincialis is a variable species whose appearance
and morphology is influenced by the age of the plants
and by habitat conditions. Habit can vary from erect
slender trees in open wet swamps, to slender pendulous
trees in shaded forests, or dense rounded trees to 10

J. Adelaide Bot. Gard. 21 (2007)

metres tall in fertile soils alongside permanent water.
Differing phyllode states often occur together on a
single plant or branch, or conversely a plant may be
dominated by one state (Fig. 6.). Specimens from Black
Swamp south of Adelaide have erect linear phyllodes
that appear to be a response to permanently waterlogged
growing conditions, whereas plants 20 metres away on
better-drained soil have more typical wider phyllodes.
Plants from western Kangaroo Island growing on the

Fig. 6. Phyllode variatiorAnprovincialisA — B- Juvenile phyllod€s- + Mature phyllode variation covering
seasonal and habitat varialienK— Late maturity . (A compositeCflomary 2728 — D émO’Leary
4116 E fronO’Leary 272F fronO’Leary 1984 fronO'Leary 228H — | fror®’'Leary 2630 from
O’Leary 411K fron®©’Leary 19847 — K (life size).
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exposed lateritic plateau often possess wide leathery
phyllodes, with strongly pruinose branchlets and pods.
Phyllodes on plants elsewhere are normally thinly
textured and often lightly pruinose. Occasional plants
can be strongly glaucous, this appears to have occurred
in France, with the selection of the “var glauca” cultivar,
which is grafted for the cut flower trade.

Several collections from central Victoria, near Ballarat
and Bendigo (Willis MELI1501102), (Beauglehole
MEL2039795) and (Smith MEL572771), have pale
yellow flowers with 18-20 flowers per head, and small
glaucous phyllodes, which infrequently have more than
one gland per phyllode. This variant may be worthy of
further study, but this may prove difficult, as this area
has been extensively cleared, and recent plantings of
unknown provenance are becoming naturalised.

Affinities

A. provincialis is considered by Maslin (1995, 2001a,
b), and Maslin & McDonald (2004) as being a South
Australian member of the Australia wide ‘A. microbotrya
group’, perhaps most closely related to A. confluens,
A. leiophylla, A. rivalis, and A. gillii. Distinguishing
characters between A. provincialis, A. retinodes and A.
uncifolia are summarised in Table 1.

Hybrids

No hybrids involving A. provincialis have been seen
by the author.

Ethnobotany

The name “Wirrildar” was first recorded from the
Ramindjeri Clan of the Narrinyeri People, from the
southern Fleurieu Peninsula. This was a name for a
gum-producing wattle tree. The “Ngaitye” or Totem of
the Ramindjeri was “Wattle gum” Taplin (1879). Several
other similar words from the Ramindjeri language have
been recorded, including; “wurrulde”, for Acacia or
wattle tree (Meyer 1843), and “wuruldi” for golden
wattle totem (Tindale 1934-37), (P. Clarke, pers.comm.
Sept. 2006). Clarke also notes that the word “wirilda”
was almost solely used by non-Aboriginal people by the
1980s (P. Clarke, in prep.).

The “country” of the Ramindjeri occurs from near
the present town of Victor Harbor to near Cape Jervis. In
this area 4. provincialis is relatively common, and was
probably abundant along the numerous creeks, rivers and
valleys. A. uncifolia is locally common near Waitpinga
Beach, while A. retinodes appears to have been rare
or absent, though it occurs nearby. A. pycnantha is the
other gum-producing species from this area, but it was
normally distinguished by early settlers, and known as
“wattle”. Further study would be required to determine
how specifically this name was applied to these species.

Utilization

A. provincialis is sold in Australian nurseries as a
quick growing, long flowering small tree with edible

Acacia retinodes and related species (Leguminosae)

seed. It is often used in revegetation projects, but because
it has been confused with 4. retinodes and A. uncifolia,
plantings have been made in inappropriate sites with
habitats that better suit these other species. This has
resulted in the underperformance of plantings, or the
unintentional introduction of non local species to an area.
Some publications note that this species is resistant to
saline conditions, but these references may in part relate
to the coastal species A. uncifolia. Interestingly, Wallace
(1986) found A. retinodes (presumably referring to A.
provincialis) to be resistant to salinity due to its ability
to withstand waterlogging.

Although sold as A. retinodes, A. provincialis has
been an important component of the cut flower industry
in Europe for more than one hundred years (see Vilmorin
1894, Stapf & Ballard 1929, Sedgley et al. 2006). Today
the species is sold in numerous nurseries around the
world as a cut flower and potted plant.

Etymology

The specific epithet provincialis relates to the
description from cultivated specimens grown in France
from the Provence Region.

Common Names

Wirilda, wirrildar, swamp wattle, water wattle,
perennial wattle, ever flowering wattle, ever blooming
wattle, bold wattle, mimosa of four seasons.

Selected specimens examined (ca 200 specimens total).

Soutn AustraLIA: Rocky River, Flinders Chase, C.R.
Alcock 10734 (AD); Black Swamp, 2 Mar. 1946, J.M. Black
s.n. (AD96728008); Cox’s Scrub, B.C. Crisp 60 (AD; n.v.
PERTH); Mylor, N.N. Donner 110 (AD); Kangaroo Island,
Church Rd., 2 km W of West End Highway, D.J. Duval & M.K.
Jones 52 (AD, CANB, K, STU); Waterfall Gully, Hj. Eichler
14589 (AD; n.v. CANB, P, PRE, NY); Callawonga Creek, 59
FEM. Hilton (AD); Comaun East, D.N. Kraehenbuehl 3142
(AD; n.v. MCT, F); Mount Lofty Range, southern boundary
of Kyeema Conservation Park, B.R. Maslin 8354 (AD; n.v.
PERTH); Torrens River, 1847, F. Mueller s.n. (left hand side
of MEL2082778); Onkaparinga River & Brown Hill Creek,
F Mueller s.n. (MEL2082743); Flinders Chase, M.C. O Leary
2595 (AD); Boat Harbor Creek, N.M. Smith 3022 (AD); Peters
Creek Rd., adjacent to Kuitpo Forest, D. Symon 13716 (AD;
n.v. AAU, BRI, F, MO); Yankalilla Creek, R. Taplin 471 (AD);
Clarendon, 30 Dec. 1881, J.G.O. Tepper s.n. (top left hand
side of AD9692022A); Karatta, near river only, 5 Mar. 1889,
J.G.O. Tepper s.n. (AD96920214); Aldgate, D.J.E. Whibley
37 (AD; n.v. B, SI); Finniss R., D.J.E. Whibley 10435 (AD).

Victoria: foot of Mt. William along creek, R. Bates 14089.
(AD); Grampians, near Silverband Falls, N.N. Donner 1976
(AD); Victoria Ra., L. Haegi 636 (AD, MEL; n.v. CANB,
NSW, A, AAU, H, L, SI); Grampians, S.7. Parfett 13 (AD,
MEL; n.v. NSW, PERTH); Yarrowee River, 3 km S of Ballarat
CBD, V. Stajsic 3407 (AD, MEL; n.v. CANB); Victoria Valley
near Halls Gap, Grampians, D.J.E. Whibley 3378 (AD); Banks
of Glenelg R. at junction of Moleside Ck, 10 Nov. 1963, J.H.
Willis s.n. (MEL1501100).

Tasmania: Henry Street, edge of Camp Creek, Mar. 20006,
M. & G. Batey 1 (AD; n.v. HO, MEL); Distillery Creek,
Launceston, P. Hannaford (MEL2081138).
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Doubtful Name

Acacia semperflorens Jacques

Ann. F1. Pomone 1837-38: 40 (1837); Courtois, Magasin
d’horticulture 1: 12 (1833), pro syn. — A. impressa Lindl.
[=A. penninervis]. Type citation: “Cultivated in 1830 at
the home of M. Boursault”: (specimen uncertain).

Later, Jacques (1847) did not include 4. semperflorens
in the Manuel Des Plantes, which described the species
of Acacia in cultivation at that time,

Typfication

In the protologue of A. semperflorens Jacques
says that he saw the plant growing at the home of M.
Boursault in 1830 (near Paris). No type has been located
but there is a specimen in the Florence Herbarium
(FI, photo seen), which possibly originates from the
type plant. This is the lower specimen on Herbarium
Webbianum sheet N055426, and has the accompanying
label; “Acacia semperflorens M. Boursault, N. Holl.
Temp 5. 1828”.

Identity

Salient characters of the the Boursault specimen are:
phyllodes 75-100 mm long, 15-20 mm wide, acute;
gland appears to be 10-20 mm above the pulvinus
and seems to be connected to the midrib by a fine
oblique nerve; inflorescence racemose; heads globular;
peduncles 5-7 (?-10) mm long, rather slender, heads
about 20 or more flowered (B.R. Maslin, pers. comm.).

While the identity of this specimen is uncertain
(fide Maslin 2001c¢), the combination of the Boursault
specimen characters, and most notably, the phyllodes
that possess a vein running to the gland, are characters
that are not found in A. retinodes, A. provincialis
or A. uncifolia. The protologue of A. semperflorens
describes the branches as “slightly angled” at the apex,
while A4. retinodes, A. uncifolia and A. provincialis are
conspicuously angled at their branch apices.

Courtois (1833) gives the name A. semperflorens in
synonymy under 4. impressa Lindl. (=A. penninervis),
four years before it was published (Maslin 2001c).

The characters described in the protologue of A.
semperflorens can be found in forms of the species
A. penninervis or A. rubida. While the epithet
“semperflorens” (“ever flowering”) is poorly descriptive
of these two species, the protologue for 4. semperflorens
indicates that flowering occurs only in “one part of the
year”. It is the view of the author that A. semperflorens
is likely to refer to either of these species.
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