














1994 HERITAGE

PHOTOGRAPHIC AWARDS

1994 heralded the

THE AWARDS
second State Heritage sponsored by the
Department of
Environment and
Natural Resources
had the theme of
Twentieth Century
Heritage.

The winners were

Photographic Awards

organised by the State
Heritage Branch and
the National Trust of

South Australia. . ;
' presented with their

prizes in the Festival
Theatre Artspace.

From over sixty entries, John Hodgson took out the major prize
with his black and white photograph of the Adelaide Stock Exchange
built in 1901. Khon Thai of Elizabeth East High School won this
year’s student category with a sepia toned image of a 1920s tram.

The Awards were judged by Averil Holt from the State Heritage
Authority, Sally Hardy, a member of the Australian Institute of
Professional Photographers and Peter Green from the Department
of Environment and Natural Resources.

This year’s theme was a deliberate and provocative attempt to
dispel the notion that heritage is only old nineteenth century
buildings. Our built heritage is much wider than that as the
photogréphs that were entered in the Awards proved. Photo-
graphers took up the challenge of twentieth century heritage and
photographs ranged from Art deco buildings to power stations; roller
blading to tram cars. -

South Australia’s history did not stop in 1900, history is a
dynamic process, and for us not to acknowledge this may result in

Left to right:
John Hodgson,
Susan Marsden
and Khon Thai
at the 1994
Heritage
Photographic
Awards.

losing twentieth century heritage. Peter Bell, Manager of the State
Heritage Branch who opened the presentation of the Heritage
Awards had this to say:

‘People have no difficulty in identifying an early settler’s cottage
as heritage - but in an increasingly ephemeral society we lose
large chunks of our heritage before we even recognise it. In the
1950s our surroundings were reshaped by the motor car;
carports, service stations, motels, drive-in theatres were all a
direct result of the motor car. This was an environment that
baby boomers grew up in. Most of that early car culture has
already been lost. Drive-ins are rarer and under more threat
than nineteenth century rubble cottages'.

Susan Marsden, State Historian and member of the State Heritage
Authority presented the Heritage Awards and below is her
provocative speech ‘Why save the twentieth century’.

‘Here before us is the twentieth century. How can we save
it? And why should we try?

You can open the newspaper at any time to read complaints
by developers or beleaguered government ministers about
heritage conservationists. We are said to be obsessed with the
past at the expense of the future. Nothing could be further from
the truth! We are obsessed with the future! Though rarely
reported, these disputes are really over what future and whose
future. How do we want the future to appear? We are debating
our own, after all. Shouldn’t we have some say in that future?
Why leave it entirely in the hands of those who must be
concerned mainly with the present?

Those of us with a concern for heritage are responsible not
only for preserving the past, we are also
historians of the future. What we decide to
record or preserve will influence future
generations’ uﬁderstaﬁding of our times.
Imagine visiting Adelaide with a gaggle
of grandchildren in 30 years time.
Bewilderingly you wander cement-grey
canyons searching for a city you once knew
and for the pleasures you hoped to share
with the children. Is this how we want
future generations to remember twentieth
century South Australia? The 20th century
is our century and the heritage of the 20th
century is our heritage. History is as much

about ourselves and our times as about
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QUEEN’S THEATRE CONSERVATION PROJECT

The Queen’s Theatre on the
corner of Gilles Arcade and
Playhouse Lane, Adelaide was
opened in January 1841 as the
first purpose-built theatre on

mainland Australia.

THE THEATRE Royal, Hobart predates it
by four years, having been built in 1837.

Unfortunately the Queen’s Theatre
closed in November 1842, as its opening
coincided with a severe depression in
colonial South Australia. The New Queen'’s
Theatre opened on an adjacent site in a
converted billiard hall in 1846 and
operated until April 1850.

In 1843 the Queen’s Theatre

but finally ceased to operate as a theatre in
1868.

Since the late 1860s, the Queen’s/Royal
Victoria building has been used as a City
Mission, a tobacco factory, as Formby's
horse bazaar, saleyards and since 1928 as
an inner-city carpark.

From 1988 Austral Archaeology
undertook a major archaeological ex-
cavation of the stage and dressing room
area of the building, followed by another

excavation of section of the auditorium in
April 1994,

The Minister for the Environment and
Natural Resources, Hon David Wotton
announced in April 1994 that the State

building was adapted for use as

Government would provide $50,000
towards the conservation of the Queen’s
Theatre building and that the theatre site
would be transferred from its current owner,
Group Asset Management, to the State
Government.

The Minister for the Arts, Hon Diana
Laidlaw has joined with Mr Wotton in
support of the proposal and will become a
joint trustee of the site on the transfer of
the land ownership.

The two Ministers have recently set up
a joint Ministerial Steering Committee to
investigate future options for this important
historic site, which illustrates the rich
cultural life of colonial Adelaide. m

South Australia’s Magistrates’ Court
and Supreme Court and remained

until December 1850, when it re-
opened as the Royal Victoria
Theatre with a new Georgian
facade.

The Victorian gold rushes of the
early 1850s adversely affected the
patronage of the Royal Victoria and
it closed its doors in November
1851. It re-opened again in 1859,

Queen’s Theatre in 1842
{Courtesy of Mortlock Library)
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other people and other times. As we grow older we begin to
recognise our roles in history and how our memories can throw
light on historical events. We should at the same time learn to
value the buildings and artefacts of our lifetimes as a significant
part of Australia’s heritage.

You see in this display some of the photographers’ selections
of 20th century heritage. Historians such as myself have
proposed other places as heritage items, and some of them are
now in the State Heritage Register. These buildings reflect
important 20th century experiences. There are iron workers’
cottages and an underground church which reveal a continuing
pioneering experience in such remote new settlements as

Whyalla and Coober Pedy; Adelaide High School and buildjngs
at the University of Adelaide reflect the expansion of higher
education which has profoundly affected many South
Australians; and an apartment block and original Housing
Trust ‘double units’ demonstrate the increasing range of
housing types.

But there are many important 20th century experiences
which are not reflected in the State Register, nor yet in lists
which can now be kept by local councils. What about the
experiences you have shared with many other South Australians?
Work? War? Migrant life? What would you choose to keep as
the heritage of the 20th century? You do have that choice. But

Continued on next page




Heritage Conservation - -
Publications

The State Heritage Branch and the Adelaide City Council
produce the following set of publications for owners who are
interested in the conservation of their places.

2.2 Advertisingand Signs ................. $5.00
3.1 Anowner’s guide to the main-
tenance of historic buildings ............ $ 4.00

3.2 Checkit! Or how to prepare a
logbook for the maintenance and

housekeeping of historic places . ......... $4.00
33 OldBricks ... $2.00
34  RemovalofPaint .................... $ 5.00
3.5 Cleaningof Masonry ................. $ 4.00
3.6 Stone Masonry in South Australia ........ $ 4.00

These publications are available from:
Department of Environment and Natural Resources
Information Centre, Australis Building
77 Grenfell Street, Adelaide 5000
Telephone [08] 204 1911

Additional information will be published in the latter part of
the year on: Fences; Alterations and Additions; Paint Colour
Schemes; and Rising Damp,

Historic Melrose Cottage = ™=
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Pug and Pine Cott'age\1864

A perfect example of this style of construction

¢ State Heritage listed ¢ 5 rooms
* Wood and electric stoves. Open fireplace
* One acre of native garden

* In the township of Melrose (near Mt Remarkable
and the Flinders Ranges)

Contact: (08) 388 5303
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not for long. How could you ensure that your choices survived
forgetfulness and destruction?

Whatever your age or abilities, you can research and
document this heritage. As an individual or as a member of a
group you can nominate twentieth century places for local,
State or national registers. You can join a historical society or
the National Trust and help preserve and present these places
and the documents which explain them.

You may choose to care for these things and hand them on
for 21st century South Australians to appreciate, just as many
20th century South Australians have come to enjoy traditional
Aboriginal and colonial heritage. Otherwise you may simply
close your eyes or keep them fixed firmly on that older heritage:
stay obsessed with the past! If you do so you will have to hope
that a handful of 20th century places survive the forgetfulness
and destructiveness of people whose principal concern was
always their own future.

Of course the actions each of us takes to keep buildings
and other places will involve effort and dispute. But every South
Australian has the right to determine their own future. These
photographs should prompt us into action to ensure that our
own 20th century has a place in that future.’

(Photographs from the competition are currently on display in

the Naracoorte Art Gallery. Please ring (08) 207 2380 for more
information.) m
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