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Weed Sheet

( Silene vulgaris )

Bladder campion is a ‘difficult to kill’ 
perennial plant which inhibits crop and 
pasture growth and can be spread by seed 
and root fragments in soil, on machinery, 
or as a contaminant of hay and seed.
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What is it?

Bladder campion is a tap-rooted perennial, which is 
spread by seed and root fragments. It inhibits crop 
and pasture growth thus reducing yield and pasture 
productivity.

What does it look like?

Growth habit: Perennial herb up to 800mm high.

Leaves: Leaves are lance shaped, 30-80mm long, 
10-30mm wide light green to whitish with a fine 
waxy/powdery coating.

Flowers: White petals protruding from a green 
bladder like tube (calyx), 15mm long, which is 
formed by united sepals.

Fruit: Brownish globular capsule enclosed within 
the persistent calyx.

Root: Short thick root with creeping laterals.

Why is it a problem?

Bladder campion may germinate at any time of 
the year, although peak periods of germination are 
in spring and autumn. The majority of flowering 
usually occurs in spring to early summer.

Bladder campion is of particular concern for the 
crop/pasture land uses as the dense patches 
formed by the plant inhibit crop and pasture growth 
thus reducing yields and available pasture. The 
deep root system enables the plant to stay green 
and flowering, while many other plants have dried 
off. Anecdotal evidence suggests that it may be 
preferred by stock, particularly sheep, during this 
period. 
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for any loss or damage which may result from inaccuracy or
omission in the map or from the use of the information contained
therein.
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Biological control: Several biological control agents are 
being investigated overseas to aid in the reduction of 
Bladder campion, however no agents have yet been 
introduced into Australia.

For more advice on recognising and controlling 
Bladder campion, contact your local Natural Resources 
Management Board Officer.
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Where is it found?

Bladder campion was first introduced into 
South Australia in the 1880’s at Mount 
Gambier as an ornamental garden plant. Since 
then it has spread throughout the State with 
isolated infestations now in the Mallee and 
Yorke Peninsula regions.

Bladder campion can also be found in the 
cropping regions of New South Wales, Victoria 
and in isolated patches in northern Tasmania 
and southwest Western Australia.

How is it spread?

Bladder campion is primarily spread by seed. 
Wind scatters the seed from the capsule close 
to the parent plant; long distance dispersal 
is aided by seed transported in mud on the 
hooves of animals and machinery. Secondary 
means of spread is by movement of root 
fragments principally through cultivation. The 
seed may also be spread via contaminated 
seed and hay products.

Bladder campion can increase in size and 
density through new growth forming from the 
lateral roots.

How do we control it?

Prevention: Bladder campion can be prevented 
from entering your property by ensuring your 
purchases of machinery, stock, fodder and seed 
are free of pest plants.

Physical control: Small infestations may be 
removed by hand or grubbing, although several 
treatments will be required to ensure that all 
viable plant material is removed.

Chemical control: Chemical control is the most 
effective means of controlling large infestations, 
although repeated applications will be required. 
Applications of Dicamba products prior to 
flowering are effective. If only spot spraying is 
required then repeated applications of Dicamba 
or Picloram + 2,4-D mixtures are effective, 
ensure that you always carefully read and follow 
the product label directions.

Whilst all care is taken in the preparation of these data, neither the department nor its officers or staff 
accept any responsibility for any loss or damage which may result from inaccuracy or omission in the 
map or from the use of the information contained therein.



MURRAY-DARLING BASIN NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT BOARD

Copyright.

This work is Copyright. Apart from any use 
permitted under the Copyright Act 1968 (Cwlth), 
no part may be reproduced by any process 
without prior written permission obtained from 
the South Australian Murray-Darling Basin Natural 
Resources Management Board. Requests and 
enquiries concerning reproduction and  rights 
should be directed to the General Manager, South 
Australian Murray-Darling Basin Natural Resources 
Management Board, PO Box 2343, Murray Bridge, 
SA 5253.

Disclaimer.

The South Australian Murray-Darling Basin 
Natural Resources Management Board makes no 
representation as to the accuracy of the information 
or its sufficiency or suitability for the application 
to which any individual user may wish to put it.  
The South Australian Murray-Darling Basin Natural 
Resources Management Board accepts no liability 
for any use of the information or reliance placed on 
it and no responsibility is accepted for events or 
damages resulting from its use. 

The information provided in this publication 
is provided “as is” and is not intended to be 
exhaustive or to replace the need for interested 
parties to make their own enquiries.

The appearance of non-government 
acknowledgements in this publication is not an 
endorsement by the South Australian Murray-
Darling Basin Natural Resources Management Board 
of those acknowledged companies, products or 
services.  

www.samdbnrm.sa.gov.au

Contact us

Head Office

Mannum Road
PO Box 2343
Murray Bridge SA 5253

Telephone : (08) 8532 1432
Facsimile : (08) 8531 1843
www.samdbnrm.sa.gov.au
enquiries@samdbnrm.sa.gov.au
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Legislation 

Bladder campion is declared under the Natural 
Resource Management (NRM) Act 2004.

Declared Plant Class: 2D
Declared Plant Category: 2

The following provisions of the NRM Act 2004 
are to be applied to the whole of the State:
175(2) - relates to the movement of plants on 
public roads within a control area.
177(1)(2) - relates to the sale of plants, or 
produce or goods carrying plants.
182(2)(3) - relates to the obligation of an 
owner of land to control and keep controlled 
the plant and take any measures prescribed 
by the relevant authority.
185(1) - relates to the ability of the NRM 
authority to recover costs of control on 
roadsides from adjoining landholders.


