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PREFACE
This is the fourth survey of an early German
settlement in South Aus tralia undertaken by the
South Austral tan Centre for Settlement Studies.
It succeeds similar surveys conducted in the
Barossa Val le y, Hahndorf and Lobe thal .
The research has been carried out by a team of
architects, geographers, historians and town
planners drawn from the South Austral ian College of
Advanced Education and the South Australian
Institute of Technology in association with external
consultants qualified in these fields .
The geographical and historical development of the
township and its immediate environs has therefore
been studied in a wider context than is normally
possible with a purely architectural survey. This
allows for a clearer identification of the principal
historical features remaining in the area, and
suggests suitable planning policies to be followed
which will ensure that a sizeable portion of the
district 1 s heritage will remain for the enjoyment of
future generations.

NOTE:

Only a brief reference is made in this report
to the German settlers' homeland and previous
history. More detailed descriptions are
included in the Hahndorf report (Hahndorf
Survey~ Vol. 1 & 2~ G. Young et al published
by Techsearch S.A . I . T.).
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INTRODUCTION
The Birdwood area was first closely settled by
European settlers from the beginning of 1848.
It was the start of a new wave of settlement by
German immigrants .to South Austr.alia- which
reflected changing political and economic
circumstances in their homelands. Some of the
district's leading settlers came from the once
Danish duchies of Schleswig and Hol stei n wh ich were
invaded by Prussian and German federal forces in
1848 after the promulgation of a new constitution
by the Danish king. The German population of
Holstein were largely in favour of German rule
and resisted Danish annexation by turning rebel
or fleeing from conscription in the Danish army .
(e.g. H.G. Rathjen migrated for political
reasons and F. Bevi Jaqua fle~ Holstein to
1
escape Danish conscription).
William Beavis Randel 1 was attracted by the
lu s ciousness of the district when he explored it
for the South Austral ian Company in 1838, and in
May, June and July the Company took up three
Special Surveys in the area around the sources of
the River Torrens . A district company headquarters was set
up and a manager's house was built at Gumeracha in
1840-41. By the late 1840's the Adelaide Hills
were beginning to attract large numbers of
immigrant families many of whom settled on the land held
by the S.A. Company and by private landlords such
as George Fife Angas. About this time the latter
began to lease and sell off large areas of his
holdings, whereas the Company continued to
maintain a policy of short term leases which lead
to considerable strife with their leaseholders
for years to come
It was on the Company 1 s 1and
o
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bordering the Birdwood to Williamstown road that
the first group of German settlers took up their
leases .
They probably choose the area because of its closeness to Lobethal and its location on the northsouth route between this important German
settlement and those in the Barossa Valley . The
fact that they took up leases on S.A. Company land
at all may have been influenced by the key role one
of its Directors, G. F. Angas, had in early German
settlements in South Australia. 2 The form this
early German settlement took is entirely different
from its five predecessors . These had all been
tight~knit farmlet villages, three of which
(Bethany J842, Lobethal 1842 and Langmeil 1843)
were classic examples of Prussian Hufendorfer,
whilst Klemzig, the first German settlement (18381839) and Hahndorf3 (1839) were somewhat different.
Klemzig which has now disappeared,was illustrated
in a George French Angas drawing of 1846 which
suggests a closer buil4 settlement reminiscent of
a German Strassendorf.
By contrast Hahndorf was a
flattened U shaped settlement lying to the east
side of the present main street. However, the size
of its house allotments (3 acres) was similar to
those first laid out in Bethany and Lobethal (3-4
acres).
The. Pflaum brothers were Danish. They ieft after
the 1866 Settlement gave the territory to the
Prussians.
2

See G. Young and Others, Hahndorf Survey, Vo 1. 1.

3

Ibid . , p. 63.

4

I b i d • , p . 32 .

This new German settlement along the Williamstown
road was much more scattered, and although some of
the 80 acre sections were shared, the settlers
sti 11 held farms of at least 20-30 acres. There
could be several important reasons for this
enlarged settlement pattern. First the migrants'
or1g1n . Not all of them came from Eastern Germany
where a modernised form of the medieval Hufendorf
had been commonly used during the late 18th century
and early 19th century.5 They were often from
Northern and Western Germany, areas which had
developed a less feudal land system and where the
new methods of agriculture which had originated in
England towards the end of the 18th century were
beginning to take hold, (such a s larger· farm
buildings and a measured rotation of pasturing a~d
cropping techniques in the fields).
An~ther

and probably more vital factor was the
local experience of the first wave of German
settlers to the State, who within the first decade
of settlement had begun to expand their very small
~llotments of land by acquiring adjacent hold]ngs
or by moving to new areas and acquiring greater
acreages. Finally , some of the land itself was not
suitable for intensive farming methods , as its thin
soil and stony nature were more attractive to wheat
growing or grazing .

The new, somewhat scattered settlement soon
included a Lutheran church and a store, and later
a small commercial core began to develop around
5

These were created by the Prussian authorities
in order to recolonise new territories annexed
in the valley of the Oder and its tributaries .

the junction of the Williamstown road and the
Gumeracha to Mannum road. This part of the district
is known locally as 'Francis', although no written
evidence has been found to substantiate the
existence of a subdivision ·in this area . Between
1853-55 a hotel called the 'Traveller's Inn' and
a general store were opened here and the former
property became the venue of the Talunga District
Council meetings from 1854-1874 . The present
central core of Birdwood did not develop until the
mid-1850's when a flour mill was built by Gottlob
Bluemel. He had arrived from Germany at the end
of March 1849 and moved to the Birdwood district
later that year taking up land after he was
naturalised on the 11th August 1849. In February
1854 he purchased two sections of land (6587 and
6596) from George Fife Angas, adding to the quite
considerable holdings he had already acquired
(280 acres). During 1854 he sold the eastern half
of section 6587 to J.G. Kloke, a wheelwright, and
J.C. Handel, a blacksmith, and on the same day
mortgaged all his remaining lands (263 acres) t o
Bernhard Hochreuther , a watchmaker of Adelaide,
for a £1,000 including . the mill with its machinery
and fittings . This is the first mention of a mill
in Birdwood having been erected by Bluemel on land
he purchased from Angas . This structure with the
adjoining wheelwright and blacksmith's shops
created the nucleus for the future development of
Birdwood. Bluemel was the founding father of the
township and may have been responsible for its
name . (Blumberg was a township in the province
of Brandenburg, where he emigrated from). Only
a short distance from Blumberg was the small
settlement of Oliventhal . This was developed on
land sold in December, 1857 by George Fife Angas
to J.G. Lindner and J.C. Aberle, farmers

4

of Blumberg. These new owners began to subdivide the land (section .6594) in 1858, selling
the blocks to other German settlers. These
4 acre blocks are larger than English township
blocks, but are similar in size to those laid out
in the earlier German villages of Bethany and
Lobe tha 1 .
This small sett lement retained its separate
identity up until World War 2. During the two
decades after their settlement Blumberg and
01 iventhal blossomed whi l st the first sett l ement
area along the Williamstown road declined. The
German farmers in this area were unable to make a
satisfactory living out of their small farmlets
and they either left the district altogether or
like the Rathjen family, bought land from their
neighbours or leased larger acreages from the
South Austra l ian Company. There were a l so Irish
settlers in the Talunga district and one of these,
Mrs. Mary O'Dea, financed the building of the new
Roman Catholic Church in Birdwood in 1867. This
location was obviously chosen for its central
position to other Irish communities in the
Talunga district (i.e. Millbrook, Chain-of-Ponds,
and parts of the Foreston district). By this
time three Lutheran churches had appeared in the
Blumberg area. The second was a relocation of the
original church which had been isolated from the
main roads by the River Torrens and its tributary.
The new site was purchased from Bluemel in 1853
and the present day Holy Cross Evangelical
Church was built here in 1860. Another Lutheran
church was built in the vicinity of the flour mi 11
fol l owing the 1853 sp lit in Pastor Fritzsche's
congregation but this congregation did not last
long and the building was later used as a school.

5

The Birdwood Mi 11, apart from creating the nucleus
of this new German community also reflected in its
history the changing agricultural scene in the
district. After a disastrous fire in 1867, the
mi 11 was rebuilt, but closed in 1868 due to the
almost complete failure of the wheat crop. It had
passed from Bleumel into the hands of several
owners before Wi 11 iam Beavis bought it in 1865.
Randell leased it in 1871 to the Pflaum brothers
who began to use it as a wattle bark mi 11.
The survey and contin uati on of a new Government road
north-eastwards to Stony Creek and Mount Pleasant in
1860 consolidated the central significance of the
Birdwood Mill and the adjo i ning smithy and wheelwright premises as well as the new Napoleon Buonaparte
Hotel built in 1856. Substantial development took
place in the township in the 1860's and by 1870 it
had acquired most of the essential services of the
period (hotels, school, post office and telegraph
services etc.} The town became an important staging
point on the Adelaide to Mount Pleasant coach route,
a position it maintained up unti 1 after the First
Wor 1d War.
From this period onwards there takes place a decline
in population in the District Council of Talunga.
With this went a decline in the acreage under
cultivation and a change of emphasis in farm
production. Due to a stranglehold on land in the
area by the South Austra li an Company and a fai lure
of the wheat crops in the Adelaide Hills in the
1870's through red rust, soi 1 exhaustion and
problems with weeds. Many farmers left the district
following the passage of the Strangeways Act and
moved into newly opened up farming areas in the
mid-north of the State. Those remaining began to

turn to mixed farming, such as sheep, dairying and
fruit growing, which was a more suitable activity
for the area. Timber getting had also been an
early important agricultural activity and the
rejuvenation of native vegetation lead to the wattle
bark industry being set up by the Pflaum brothers
in the 1870 1 s (this industry declined shortly
before the First World War when South African wattle
bark was sold more cheaply on the European markets).
The discovery of gold and other minerals in the
late 1860 1 s also boosted the importance of the
Birdwood district. By the mid-seventies the
initial boom had died down but it revived again
in the eighteen nineties . These discoveries
assisted in the town 1 s commercial development and
softened the effect of the state 1 s severe economic
depression of the late 1880 1 s and 1890 1 s.
By the mid-eighteen eighties, the township could
boast several important facilities (e.g. a new
school building was opened in 1878 and the
Blumberg Institute in 1885) . Two key figures
associated in their establishment were Fritz and
Theo Pflaum who were Chairmen of the Talunga
District Counci 1 at different times. The latter
then became the member of Parliament for the
district.
The first decade of the new century saw the
eventual winding up of the South Australian
Company when its leasehold properties were sold to
the existing tenants. This company which was
virtually instrumental in creating the State 1 s
first rural base and later discotiraged healthy
development because of its short-sighted leasing
arrangements and its tenuous hold on large areas
of prime agricultural land. For example it was

only at this late date that the Rathjen family
finally acquired the substantial area of company
land which they had leased since settling in the
area in the late 1840 1 s.
The onset of the First World War had an unsettling
effect on this largely German community . The
Lutheran Primary School and ~he High School were
closed in 1917, the latter not re-open.ing until
1931. Fritz Pflaum, although of Danish origin
was not re-elected to his Parliamentary seat in
1915. Finally, after the Nomenclature Act of
1917 was gazetted on the lOth January 1918,
Blumberg was renamed Birdwood after the British
General who led the ANZAS Corps at the Gallipoli
landing. His visit to the town in 1920 and
subsequent association with it through his
friendship with the Pflaum family helped to
dampen any enthusiasm for a return to its original
name. (e.g. Hahndorf which had been renamed
Ambleside regained its original name at the
State 1 s Centenary celebration in 1936).
Birdwood was belatedly enhanced as a transportation
centre when the railway arrived in September 1918
(it had already superseded Gumeracha as a coach
staging post in 1909 when the Hill & Co. coach
services erected new stables in the town s hip).
Until the end of the Second World War the Railway
provided a poorly operated goods and passenger
service from the Birdwood area. However,
its domination was challenged by the ever
increasing importance of road transport which was
given a tremendous fillip on the completion of the
new Gorge Road in the early twenties. By this time
Birdwood presented a picture of a prosperous and
self contained community which was further enhanced by
6

the reopening of the high school in 193l. This
contentment didn 1 t last long however and the 1930 1 s
economic Depression threatened the community
considerably. (e.g. economies suggested by the
S.A. Department of Education almost forced the
closure of the new High School). A significant
aspect of the town•s social life during this
difficult period was the establishment of the
Birdwood United Church in 1929 which attempted to
bring together worshippers from several nonconformist congregations . It was conceived
durinq the First World War by Mr. E.A. Thee1e
son-in-lawof T. Pflaum, who concerned at ••the
bloodshed horror and futilit y of war•• suggested
this all-embracing congregation. There was also a
brief revival of gold-mining activities in the
area at this time which . attracted a large number
of unemployed men from Adelaide. Although a
continuance of some of the earlier mixed farming
methods helped some of the rural population ride
out the Depression years, it caused economic
failure for some and an increasing dominance by
external interests .
The Second World War and its aftermath exacerbated
these interferences from outside (~.g. the Wheat
Board), but assisted those who had economically
survived the Depres s ion to repay their debts and
re-establish themselves on a firmer economic
footing.
The post-war period has seen a rise in value for
the agricultural land in the Birdwood area as in
other parts of the Adela·ide Hi 1 ls, but it has also
witnessed the end of the close-knit, almost selfcontained communities that places like Birdwood
once typified. Even the economic core of the

7

township, the Pflaum Mi 11, closed in the early
post-war period when wheat milling was consolidated
within the metropolitan area. However, during the
last decade Birdwood has been revived by becoming a
tourist centre. The focus of this new industry has
been the conversion of the Mi 11 into a history and
transport museum, therefore continuing the hi s toric
importance of the original commercial core of the
township .
Not many examples remain of the early settler•s
houses. An exception is Mr. Chisholm 1 s property
which is an almost complete example of the halftimber (fachwerk) houses the German community first
built. Other examples are now incorporated in
larger additions (former Maerschel house). The
only complete group of early historic buildings is
the mi 11 and the adjoining properties, such as the
Blumberg and Bismark Hotels. (The latter is now . a
private residence and craft shop). However, the
township does retain much of its historic streetscape character and is surrounded by some of the
most scenic countryside in the State.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
HERITAGE AREAS
Several parts of Birdwood and the surrounding
areas display some of the original character
of the early settlement period (See Map 3 P.9)
THE TOWNS APPROACHES
The five major approaches to Birdwood; from
Mt. Torrens, from Gumeracha, from Williamstown,
from Cromer and from Mt. Pleasant rank amongst
the States most scenic routes and a major
effort should be made by the S.A. Department
of the Environment and the Gumeracha Council to
preserve their scenic value for posterity. (These
routes are described in more detail in Chapter 6)
THE TOWNS HISTORIC LANDSCAPE
The curving and undulating character of the towns
main street produces an attractive setting. Its
proximity to the River Torrens and the nearby
Mt. Blumberg create a verdant back-drop, which
is reinforced by areas of attractive streetscape
including some private gardens.
Many of the towns remaining historic properties
are stone built or rendered.
Some more recent
brick homes strike a discordant note in this
historic landscape. (See more detail in Chapter
6).

in collaboration with the S.A. Heritage Conservation
Branch were to produce a Design Guide for the future
guidance of building owners, prospective developers
and architects.
HISTORIC BUILDINGS AND SITES.
The principal historic properties are graded A
and B. Such properties are important both
architecturally and historically and should be
retained to preserve the historical character of
the town. (See short list on pp.12-18 and details
on heritage item )dentification sheets,
Appendix E).
BUILDINGS AND GARDENS WITH HISTORIC TOWNSCAPE
QUALITIES.
These buildings are very important to the
maintenance of the towns historic townscape and
need special consideration by the Counci 1. (See
1 ist of items on pp.19 -21 ).
THE BIRDWOOD MILL.
This building represents the historical core of
the town. Apart from its motor museum it is
desirable that a more coherent exh i bition of
historic documents and artefacts be set up
in cluding an expanded exhibit on the local
h i story of Birdwood and its area.

It would be desirable for reasons of both conservation and tourism if the Gumeracha Council

10

ORAL HI STORY
Considerable assistance has been given to the
survey team by Mr. V. Rathjen and several other
long term residents in the town. It is desirable that oral histories from senior citizens
of Birdwood should be supported by the Oral
History Association of S.A. (See Appendix A for
two examples o,f oral history).
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LIST OF HERITAGE ITEMS (SEE APPENDIX E FOR ITEM IDENTIFICATION SHEETS)
ITEM NO.

2

2A

3

13

ITEM NAME

GRADE · COMMENTS

Location of first
Lutheran Church
and cemetery

B

Lutheran Church
complex

A

Timber Memorials,
Lutheran Cemetery

A

Ruins of the
Travellers Inn

B

This was built in 1850 on land owned by the S.A. Company and
leased to the early German settlers. In 1854 the Church was
relocated to its present site on the Williamstown Road. The
cemetery which lay close to the Church was used from 1848 to
1854. The site which is now located on Mr. V. Rattjens property
is very significant in the early history of the settlement of
Bi rdwood.

REFER TO
PAGE NOS.
70,
217,
307

The site was obtained from J.G. Bluemel in December, 1853, by
the trustees of the Lutheran Church on which to build a Church ,
217,
schoolhouse and residence. The Holy Cross Evangical Church
220-223,
was built in 1860 in an ecclesiastical Gothic style. The Church
307-308
house still reflect~ in its original portion. the German origins
of the first congregation . The school house is of a simple
classical design, and next to it is a late 19th Century teacher•s
residence . All of these buildings are pleasantly grouped in the
form of a square in the centre of which is a large oak tree and
a timber bel 1 tower. The church roof has an unusual scissor frame.
This is a very important complex of buildings closely related to
the founding and history of Birdwood.
There are two remaining timber memorials in the cemetery, one of
which still has clear inscriptions . During the early phase of
the State•s settlement these were commonly used by all religiou s
denominations. However, very few now survive and these two
examples should be carefully preserved for posterity.

217,
224,
308

This was Birdwood 1 s first hotel built in 1853 and 1 icensed to
E. Scupin in 1854. In th~ same year it became the meeting place
for the newly formed District Council of Talunga . It continued as such until the hotel closed in 1874. The present ruins of the
hotel should be retained as an historic park.

75
194
207-208
309

HERITAGE ITEMS {cont.)

ITEM NO.

4

ITEM NAME

GRADE COMMENTS

Bi rdwood Mi 11
Museum, the formen
Peerless Roller
Mi 11

A

5

I vynook Cottage

B

This was built by 1855 when it was leased by C.C. Rathmann to
E. Burgmann and W. Graf as a general store. In 1864 the former
sold it to H. Heuzenroder a chemist of Adelaide, whose brother
Carl ran it as an apothecary 1 s from 1865 onwards. During the
period 1855 to 1861 it may also have been Blumberg 1 s first Post
Office. This building and the above noted Travellers Inn served
the locally known area of 1 Francis 1 and its historic importance
I ies both in its early commercial history and its I inks with the
town 1 s pioneering businessmen.

6

0 1d L i me Ki 1n

B

The remains of an early I ime kiln situated on Section 6602,
Williamstown Road and associated with the early settlement of
Blumberg along that road.

Rathjen Homestead
Jeri lderie 11

B

7

11

Originally built in 1854 by J.G. Bluemel. After it had
changed ownership several times in the late 1860 1 s it was
first leased and then purchased by the Pflaum brothers in
the late 1870 1 s. They used the mill for both flour milling
and as a wattle bark mill. In 1887 the mill was rebuilt to
accommodate an expansion of their flour milling ~ This became
known as the Peerless Roller Mill, which continued in operation
until about 1950. In the 1960 1 s the mill complex was converted
into a private motor museum which subsequen·tJy has become a
local State history museum under the control of the History
Trust of S.A .. Located in the centre of the town the mil I has
played a major role in its history and development. These
1
buildin~s are therefore of ke~ importance to Birdwood s herita~e.

REFER TO
PAGE NOS.
81-83,
86,
105-108,
112-116,
202-206,
262-285,
309-310

75-76
198
.310

181 '
311

Parts of the original homestead built by the Rathjen family can
71-74,
be identified within the present house. This building was
175'
probably built soon after the family settled in the area (late
179-180,
1849). The Rathjen family became one of the area 1 s most prominent 311
land-owners and have 1 ived on this section of land since
settlement first began. The plan of this German farmhouse is
different from those discovered in the Centre 1 s other surveys
(Barossa Valley, Hahndorf, Lobethal); it probably reflects house
forms more commonly found in areas adiacent to the Baltic· Sea

14

HERITAGE ITEMS (Cont.)
ITEM NO.

GRADE

8

Mueller Property

9

Zadow Property

B

10

Half-timber
cottage

B

Cottage - simple
post constructio['l

B

11

12

15

ITEM NAME

Hissey's Garage
(originally
Maerschel ' s)

B

B

COMMENTS

REFER TO
.PAGE NOS.

The Mueller family leased land in the Birdwood district in 185G
175,
176-178,
and G.H. Mueller built a substantial stone house on Section 6578
in 1856. Although substantially altered and extended since 1902, '312
its typical German attic roof and half-hipped gables still exist.
This construction shows the original wooden beam and pug ceilings
and the timber shingles which remain under the more recent
galvanized iron. Several of its ' 'outbuildings'' illustrate the
pioneer building techniques which the German sett lers employed
(e.g. wattle and daub). A later pig-sty built of red gum slabs is
wel l preserved. This complex of bui ld ings is worthy of preservation as it is one of the few remaining German type farmhouses
left in the district.
The Zadow family leased this property from G.F. Angas from
an early date, and purchased it in 1882. The farm buildings
are no longer occupied, but they stil 1 offer a clear
indication of an early farm layout typical of the district.

165-166
'171 - 172
312

Probably built in the late 1850's it is typical of many of the
houses first built in Birdwood by the German settlers.
Although it has been extended by stone additions, its
original form is almost complete. Thi s building should be
careful ly preserved for posterity.

165,
167-168,
170,
313

This simple cottage was probably bui lt in the late 1850 ' s.
I ts post construction was a technique found throughout the
State in early pioneer buildings.

'165,
170,
313

A wheelwright business was estab li shed on this site by
C.F. Maerschel in the late 1850's. The business remained
in the family unti 1 after the turn of the century and during
this time was developed as Birdwood's first Motor Garage.
The original house, which was also built in the late 1850's,
was a two-roomed, half-timbered cottage. This is now
surrounded by modern additions but its form is stil l clearly
visible on the side elevations.

:165,
.196
212'
314

HERITAGE ITEMS (Cont.)

ITEM NO.
13

14

15

ITEM NAME

GRADE

Tearooms B i rdwood Mi 1 1
Museum (former
Pflaum Shop)

B

The Blumberg
(Copper) Smelters

B

Shop and Residence

B

COMMENTS

REFER TO
PAGE NOS.

A shop and residence probably built by F. Bevi Jaqua in
1860 on one of nine allotments created by J.G. Bluemel's
subdivision of Section 6587 in the same year. Used as
a post office from 1861 to 1885, it was taken over by
F.J.T. Pflaum in 1868. The store continued to be used
by the Pflaum family until 1968 when it was incorporated
into the Birdwood Mi 11 Museum. Although considerably
altered from its original state this is stil 1 an
important historical building because of its association
with the town's early business pioneers.

193,
201'
314

These smelting works were built in 1868 to treat ore from
the old Reedy Creek Copper Mine. F.M.H. Bevilaqua
had been appointed manager when an English co mpany
re-opened the mine in 1866/67 and he arranged for its location
on the outskirts of Birdwood. This is an important
historical site because of its association with the earl y
mining boons of the 1860's/early 70's and its association
with F.M.H. Bevilaqua.

78-79
315

This site was purchased by a wine merchant, 1. bescovich,
in 1867 and it is 1 ikely that part of the premises were
used for commercial purposes from this time. At one
stage the complex was used to provide meals, accommodation
and stabling facilities for teamsters and travellers
journeying between Adelaide and Hannum. It is now used
as a residence and shop.

195'
213'
315

16

HERITAGE ITEMS (Cont .. )

ITEM NO .
16

17

18

17

ITEM NAME
The Church of St.
Matthews Apostle
the Evangelist and
the first l~anse

Blumberg Hotel ,
meeting room and
stables. (formerly
the Napoleon
Buonaparte Hotel)

GRADE · COMMENTS

B

B

REFER TO
PAGE NOS.

The Church was built in 1867 on land donated by Mrs. Mary
O'Dea of Mount Pleasant and was originally part of the
Mount Barker parish servicing a congregation within a
15 miles radius from Birdwood. In 1895 a new parish was
formed based on Blumberg (Birdwood) and in 1898 a large
Manse was built. The early history of this church reflects
the importance of the small but influential group of Irish
settlers in the Birdwood area.

85,
218,
225-226,
316

The first building to be built on this site was erected in
1856 by C.C. Rathmann . A single storey structure with a
shingle roof, it had a meeting hall at the rear which from
1873 until 1885 replaced the Travellers Inn as the meeting
place of the Talunga District Council. The present two
storey hotel was completed in 1882 . This is a very
important historical building.

76,
194,
209,
211 '
316

Built in 1884/1885 it reflects the further social
development of the town in the period from 1872-1914.
Extended in 1904 it was also used for the Birdwood High
School in 1909-1916 and in the late 1920's.

196
213
317
194.
21 0-211 '
317
99-100,
218-219,
228,
31 8

A new post office was constructed in 1885 by P. Hynes,
a prominent local builder and landowner. It is still
in use as a post office today.

97,
192,
318

Old Blacksmiths
Shop

B

The only remaining example of a 19th Century blacksmiths
shop in the town.

19

Former Bismarck
Hotel

B

First licensed in 1871 during the m1n1ng boom of the early
1870's ; its licence was revoked in 1873. Now a residence.

20

Birdwood Institute

B

21

Birdwood Post
Office

B

HERITAGE ITEMS (Cont.)

ITEM NO.

22

ITEM NAME

GRADE

COMMENTS
Located on a property over five kilometers from Birdwood,
it was built by a Mr. Wegner, butcher, next to his house
on Section 6599, to store the meat which was delivered
to his customers in the surrounding district. Partially
built into the ground with thick stone walls, large
timber slab ceiling and mud daub insulation, this
:
building represents the methods employed by the early
settlers to preserve perishable products.

197,
216,
319

Another mining boom in the district in the 1B90 1 s lead
to this speculative housing development constructed by
Mr. J.E. Bleeze. Most of these wel 1-built houses are
still standing and their original form can be still
identified.

157'
188,
191 '
319

This large stone house was built at the turn of the century
by H.A. T. Pflaum. It is now incorporated into the Birdwood
High School. Its association with the Pflaum brothers,
both of whom had a major impact on the town•s development
during the late nineteenth and early twentieth century,
makes this an important historical building.

102-104,
188-189,
320

Old Butchers
Cellar

B

Houses , Talunga
Street

B

24

Old Pflaum House

B

25

Farm Complex - the
Blocks

B

Although only subdivided into workingmen!s blocks in 1890
this site has several interesting stone farm buildings.

Former Railway
Employees Houses

B

Two well-built stone houses erected shortly after the
completion of the Balhannah-Mount Pleasant railway line in

23

26

REFER TO
PAGE NOS.

1918.

117-119,
158, 181'
183-187,
320.
140,
191'
321.
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B1RDWOOD SURVEY:

LIST OF HISTORIC TOWNSCAPE ITEMS

ITEM NO.

REFER TO
PAGE NOS.

ITEM NAME

COMMENTS

Old House and
Shop

This sma l I stone building was originally both a commercial
and residential premise, located in Church Street.
Its internal stake and daub wal l s are typical of the
pioneer building techniques employed by the early
settlers.

Early Settler's
House

This substantial house, although altered internally,
still retains its high pitched attic roof, which was
commonly employed in early German houses throughout
the State.

3

Coach Stables

In 1909 the coaching stables were transferred from Gumeracha
100,
to Birdwood. The galvanized iron sheds erected for this
195
purpose were used until the coach service was discontinued in 1921.

4

Late 19th Century
House a nd Shop

A good example of a late 19th Century shop and
residence with an accompanying barn.

197'
201

5

Pflaum House

An early Pflaum residence which, with the surround in g
propertie~· , maintains the late 19th Century historic
character of this part of Birdwood .

188-190

6

House and Bakery

A particularly we ll preserved stone house from the late
19th Century with the original bakery out-bui lding.

1 91 '
1 97

7

Primary Schoo I

The first government sGhool buildings in Birdwood,built
in 1877.

97, 101 '
218,
227

8

Stables

Stables probably built in the mid 1870's by
a carpenter and cabinetmaker.

9

Mer i bah Cottage

Built as a butter factory at the turn of the century,
after a few years the premises were converted to a
residence.

131 ' 197,
215,
286-288

10

Old Shop

Probably used by C. Sturm as a joinery shop and s howroom.

98, 1 96'
213

2

·c.

Sturm,

193'
199-200

175

196'
213, 214

20

HISTORIC TOWNSCAPE ITEMS (cont.)

ITEM NO.

COMMENTS

11

Late 19th Century
Home

This house in Pool Street is an attractive example of
a late 19th Century house and contributes considerably
to the town's historic townscape qualities.

12

A late 19th to early
20th Century House

This house, which is located on the junction of
August Street with the Onkaparinga Valley road,
had attractive townscape qualities.

13

A late 19th to early
20th Century House

Another house of the same era which is located at the
junction of Martha and Shannon Streets and has si milar
townscape qualities.

192

14

High School

The mid-1930's buildings of the high school have,
apart from their historical importance, an attractive
townscape quality.

102,
142-146
227

15

Half-timbered
cottage

One of the few remaining half-timbered cottages left
in Birdwood .

165,
170

14

Old Saddler's Shop

Another half-timbered house which was also a saddlery.
These two adjoining properties indicate the form of
development which took place when the town was first
closely settled in the 1850's.

165,
169-170

17

Mill Manager 1 s
Home

A late 19th Century house closely related to the
8 i rdwood Mi l l complex.

House

This late 19th Century house,now a real estate agent's
office, forms a part of the town's historic townscape.

18

21

:REFER TO
PAGES NO.

ITEM NAME
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CHAPTER ONE:

The Birdwood Area, its Physical
Geography and Agricultural Land Use.
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SURVEY: MAP 6 - MAJOR PHYSIOGRAPHIC UNITS
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PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY AND AGRICULTURAL LAND USE
The survey's core area approximates a circle of
two kilometres radius from the centre of Birdwood.
More precisely it is bounded on the north by
Leskes Road, on the south by Muellers and
McVitties Roads, to the west by Angas Creek Road
and Williamstown Road to Leskes Road, and on the
east by a 1 ine running from the junction of
McVitties and Blocks Road northwards to the main
Torrens Valley road between Birdwood and Mount
Pleasant.
The River Torrens and the Torrens Valley road
have a south-west to north-east diagonal
alignment across the area (see Maps 2 & 6).
Trre core area is approximately 1130 hectares
in extent. Additionally the survey has extended occasionally to an outer area, four kilometres radius from Birdwood, and this is an
area of approximately 4000 hectares.
Physiography
The Birdwood area is part of the Upper Torrens
river valley recognised by ienner in 1983 as
extending from Cudlee Creek to Mount Pl easa nt. 1
Sprigg in 1945 described the valley as young
but little dissected, and, as such, it

contrasts with the spectacular dissection of the
gorge section of the Torrens from Cudlee Creek to
Athelstone, 12 kilometres west and downstream
from Birdwood.2
Distinctive physiographic units in the area are
the east and west ranges, the Blumberg Hill bedrock high and the alluvial channels.
The east and west ranges are typical features of
the South Mount Lofty Ranges. They trend approximately north-south and are roughly parallel,
separated by a valley six kilometres wide which
contains the bedrock high and the alluvial
channels. The east range has a maximum elevation
of 488 metres close to the western boundary of
the core area. The lowest points in the area
are along the River Torrens at heights of between
370 and 390 metres.
The ranges are composed of rounded hills which
have been uplifted along recognised or inferred
fault 1 ines shown on the Onkaparinga 1:50,000
geological map prepared by the South Austral ian
Departme nt of Mines and Energy. In the case of
the west range, the primary fault is the Williamstown-Meadows fault; the east range foll ows what i s
called the Nairne 1 ineament, a small offshoot of
which trends to the northwest across the va lley
and may have been responsible for the elevation
2

C. Fenner, South Australia- A Geographic
Study, pp.250-263

R. Sprigg, 'Some Aspects of the Geomorpho logy
of Portion of the Mount Lofty Ranges',
Proceedin s of the Royal Geo raphical Soc iet
of Australasia S.A. Branch , Vol. 69, pp . 277-302.
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SURVEY:

THE BIRDwooo LANDSCAPE - VIEW LooKING EAsT AcRoss THE UPPER ToRRENS RIVER VALLEY

of Blumberg Hill which is 440 metres high. Its
summit overlooks Birdwood and its bold, buttress] ike form has caused the River Torrens to
deviate around its base.

The alluvial channels are Pleistocene to Holocene
in age and contain deep soils interspersed with
thin deposits of river washed gravels.
Climate

The alluvial channels are all less than a kilometre wide and are associated with the
deposition of alluvium from the Torrens and
its three tributaries in the core area, Angas
Creek, Blumberg Creek and an unnamed creek.
Each creek has its headwaters in the east
range. Angas and Blumberg flow northwards to
meet the Torrens and the unnamed creek flows
southwards.
Geology
The east range is composed of metamorphic rocks
which belong to the Kanmantoo Group of
Cambrian age (- 580 mill ion years). Metamorphosed silts, schists and sandstones are
the most common rock types.
The west range is dominated by Stoneyfell
Quartzite, a resistant metamorphic rock of
Pre-Cambrian (or Proterozoic) age. Siltstones
and schists are also common.
The Blumberg Hill bedrock high is composed of
phyllites, schists and quartzites, also PreCambrian in age but slightly younger than the
Stonyfell Quartzite. The Birdwood goldfields,
two kilometres north of the core area, are
mostly associated with this rock group. Within
the group, which also extends south of the .
Torrens, ·there are occasional lenses of igneous
rock in the form of pegmatites.

The area has a climate which is typical of the
central South Mount Lofty R~nges. It is characterised by winter rainfall and · summer drought .
Temperatures can vary _from extreme heat in summer,
with some days in excess of 40° Celsius, to cool
temperatures in winter with as many as 30 frost
days in the year ..
Rainfall recordings have been made at the Birdwood
Post Office since 1887 . Mean annual rainfall is
731 mm (28 inches) and the mean for the number of
rain days in the year is 119. The wettest year
since recordings began was 1917 (1166 mm) and
other wet years when rainfall exceeded 1000 mm
were 1889, 1890, 1923, 1955, 1956 and 1968. The
driest year was 1976 (419 mm) and other dry years
when rainfall was below 550 mm were 1914, 1936,
1957, 1959, 1961, 1965 and 1977.
Vegetation
The area has been extensively cleared for agriculture and only small remnants of the original
vegetation remain in the landscape. These are
chiefly shade trees and patches of the original
scrub on the high and rocky points of the area .
More than eighty per cent of the core area was
originally Eucalyptus Woodland with many large
red gums (E . camaldulensis). Dozens of these are

26

still standing in the landscape, especially along
the alluvial channels where the soils are deep.
On the gentle slopes the red gums are less common
than manna gums (E. viminal is) and blue gums
{E. leucoxylon).
The understorey of the woodland, which must have contained native grasses
such as stipa, danthonia and themeda, has been
replaced by introduced pastures.
On the high parts of the area there are some
small patches of sclerophyl 1 scrub with a few
yaccas (Xanthorrhea semiplana) and needlebush
(Hakea spp.) as an understorey to thin stringybarks {E . obl iqua), bastard box (E. elaeophora),
blue gums and pink gums (E. fasciculosa). In
the west range this form of vegetation has been
removed over wide areas and replaced with Pinus
radiata trees which are part of the Mount
Crawford pine forests administered by the South
Austral ian Department of Woods and Forests.
Conclusion
Because of its readily available water supply
from the Torrens, the Birdwood landscape was
selected quickly for settlement. Further ~
investigations revealed that the rainfall was
good, that the park-1 ike woodland vegetation
could be cleared without great difficulty and
that the soils, which vary from thin grey-brown
loams on the slopes to deep loams and clays in
the alluvial channels, were sufficiently fertile
for agriculture. The farming community which
has evolved since first settlement is set in
a varied landscape that is, visually, very
attractive, particularly during its 'green'
winter periods.

27

Agricultural Land Use
The earliest known land use in the area was sheep
grazing by squatters who made use of the unsurveyed
pasture lands along the banks of the Torrens,
(William McVittie was one such squatter). It is also
recorded that G. Pfeiffer was minding sheep in the
area when Pastor Fritszche made overnight stops at
a favoured spot on the River Torrens during his
journeys between Hahndorf and Bethanien (Bethany) 3 .
This spot which Fritzsche enjoyed because of its
luxurious pastures, sylvan loveliness and beautifu l
wild flowers was to become the site of Blumberg,
later to be Birdwood.
After the land was surveyed t he earliest la rge
landowners were the South Australia Company and
George Fife Angas. It was their practice to lease
small farms, sometimes with the right to purchase,
and it was on those small farms that wheat growing
first began. At the same time the tenant farme r s
usually purchased a few sheep and thus a fo rm of
mixed farming became established in the a rea in
the late 184bs.
Wheat growing i n the next decade was small scale but
usually successful and was undoubtedly res ponsible
for the building of a flour mill in Blumbe rg in
the early 1850s. But continuous cropping on the
small farms brought serious problems of soil
fertility and by the 1860s average yields were
depressingly low. Additionally many crops we re

3

G.R. Rathjen, Sources and Tributaries, The
Study of Birdwood and Its Schools, pp . 22~.

infested with cockspur and thistles while red
rust and take-all diseases further increased the
difficulties of successful farming. Many farmers,
particularly the sons of the original settlers,
left the area in search of fresh land in the midnorth and the south-east of the state.

for hay production and the growing
The motor-car has brought the area
Adelaide and city commuters 1 iving
with horses and beef cattle are an
feature of the area.

of potatoes.
much closer to
on hobby farms
increasing

Timber getting was an early important activity.
There was a ready market at the Reedy Creek
mines in the 1840s and many of the areas tall
trees were cut to provide timber for shafts
and drives.
A small copper smelter operated for a time and
was a large consumer of local timber.4
Another important local industry was wattle
growing for bark production. F. Pflaum
established a bark mill at Blumberg about the
time that wheat growing was on the wane so many
farmers tried to replace their wheat fields
with wattle plants. During the 1890s up to
800 tons of bark were processed in a year· and
much was sent overseas. The industry eventually
declined when South African wattie bark was
turned out as a cheaper product.5
In the twentieth century a system of land use
has evolved which is well suited to the
environment and to the needs of the state.
It features widespread pasture production for
sheep and cattle grazing, some wheat and oats

so.

4

ibid, p

5

ibid, p 51.
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CHAPTER TWO:

Earl y History of Talunga Distr i ct,

1839-1866
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MAIN EVENTS, DISTRICT OF TALUNGA, 1839-1866
1839 -

1845 - Reedy Creek Copper Mine opened.
-William Beavis Randall leaves service of the
South Austral ian Company. Removes to his
Kenton Park property.

~.

David Mclaren claims 4,000 acres of the
Sources of the Torrens Special Survey for
the South Australian
Company.
.
.

- June , East Source of the Torrens Special
Survey claimed by the Company.
pays £1,000 for an extra
1,000 acres in the Sources of the Torrens
Special Survey . Two days later takes
up 4,000 acres on behalf of the Company
in the Streams and Tributaries of the
Torrens Special Survey ~

1846 - March, Gumeracha (Salem) Baptist Church
opened.
- October, Hundred of Talunga declared .

-~.Mclaren

1840- August, all three Special Surveys mapped in
this month. G.O. Orms~y surveys the Sources
and Tributaries of the Torrens Special
Surveys and T.H. Hughes is the surveyor for
the East Sources of the Torrens Special
Survey.
1841 - First land grants given out. South
Australian Company, George Fife Angas and
William Beavis Randell receive substantial
amounts of land in the area.

1847- December, G.F. Angas visits Ludlow (Tinmath)
House and declares intention to occupy his
lands in the Torrens Surveys with sheep.
1848 - ·· January , German emigrants arrive in Blumberg
area to lease land from the South Austral iaQ
Company. Number of Company tenants in the
area covered by the Torrens Surveys
increasing.
- June, The Register carries an announceme nt
that W.B . Randell & Sons' flour mill at
Gumeracha, "is now daily at work". 1
1849- February, South Australian Government Gazette
records the following holders of Crown Lands
in the Hundred of Talunga:2

- Tinmath House, near Gumeracha, completed
for the South Australian Company and Samuel
Reeves takes up residence to supervise the
Company's pastoral operations in the area.
-George Dunn acquires two sections of land
near the future sLte of Mount Torrens.
Later builds "Corni s h Arms'' ho tel in Mt.
Torre ns i n 1848 , th e fir s t licensed inn
in the di s tri c t.
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see footnote no . 40.
2

South Australian Government Gazette, 15 February,
1849 (Abstract of Declaration of Acreage
deposited at the Crown Lands Office in pursuance
of the provisions of the Ordinance No. 10, 1848).

Angas J.H.
Bus he 11 H.
Baker J.
Ca 1dwe 11 H.
Cole R.
Cornish T.
Cemp J.
Dun G.
Forrest w.
Fowler J.R.G.
Gadlert S.
Giles w.
Greig A.
Giles H.
Gosden H.
Hamlyn J.
Hoad W.T.
Hubner D.
Hannaford F.
Hannaford G.
Johnson G.
.Ka lms G.
. Kinger C.
Lillecroff W.
Hiller T.

1520acres
180
484
80
120
96
79
400
81
260
50
7204
231
81
467
30 >':

80
122
560
35'''
61
98
61

Hrhood J.
71 acres
HcVittie W.
200
Hartin W.H.
40
McMahon P.
19
Horri s J.
81
166
Moore J .
40>':
Piltze A.
Phi 1p 0.
123
40>~
Rathman C.
Rohrl och W.
4t;
Ryal w.
80
Renfrey R.
40
1412
Rande 11 W. B.
462
Stuckey w.
Schultz w.
85
Scott T.
79.5
Smallacom J.
80
Teakle A.
101
Thompson J.
242
Thyer J.
120
Victory J. & L. 158
Wi 1den &
79
Victory
Wa 11 ent L.
78
16 >~
Zado A.

-

3

the Gazette notes the o~ening of a
post office at Mount Torrens.3 George
Dunn being the first postmaster. This
appears to have been the f i rst 1 official 1
post office established in the Talunga
district.

Aenon 11 Baptist Church built in Kenton Val ley.

1850 - January, A Road Board for the Hundred of
Talunga is established; the Commiss ioners
(appo inted ) were W.B. Randel 1, Abraham
Shannon, William Li .llecrapp , Wi 11 iam HcVittie,
and George Dunn, with Randell being elected
Chairman. (Boa rds of Roads for each hundred
were created under an act of 1849 and were
maintained until superseded by District
Councils ) .
- February, The new Road Board sends the
following letter:
11
That in reply to a communication from the
Central Road Board, this Board do strongly
recommend to the Government the opening of a
1 ine of Road to be considered the North
Eastern Main Line, this be ing one of the
largest and most important agricultural
Districts in the Colony, and having Her
Hajesty 1 s Hait running through Houghton,
Chain of Ponds, Gummeracha, Mount Torrens
to the Reedy Creek Mine, the road leading
from thence to an extensive District of the
River Hurray; · and also they think it unjust,
that as it is impossible for this district
to enjoy any other Main Line, t hat they
should be subject to a Tax upon their Cart~
and Drays until they have this Main Line 11 •

(*were some of the first German sett l ers in the
Blumberg district).
-

11

~.

-April, The Road Board levies an assessment
of 3d per ac re on all rateable land in the
4

Letter and Mi nute Book of the Commissioners of
Roads, Hundred of Talunga, 1850 (in possession
of Gumeracha District Counci 1).

ibid, 26 July, 1849, p. 330.
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Hundred . The assessment was advertised in
the South Australian Government Gazette of
18 Apr i 1 , 1850. 5
-South Australian Company leases Ludlow
(Tinmath) House to tenant farmers.

Robert Burns Hotel near Gumeracha is
1 i censed.
1853 - March, 11 Gumeracka township 11 laid out by
W.B. Randell who advertises allotments for
sale in The Adelaide Observer of Apri 1.9

At Blumberg, a sma ll Lutheran church is
built by German settlers.

-Also in March, W. B. Randel 1 1 s son, William
Richard , completes the steamer 11 Mary Ann 11 at
Reedy Creek near Mannum and runs it down to
Goolwa to meet the Governor. Randell then
commenced his attempt to sail up-river to the
Victorian goldfields but was forced to
abandon the journey at Lake Bonney .

1851 - January, the Census of 1851 (taken on 1
January) reveals that the Districts of
Talunga and Para Wirra together had a
population of 1,286 persons (746 males and
540 females) . These people we re located in
214 houses, 127 of which were made of wood,
39 of stone or brick, and 48 of other
materi a ls or tents. Of the occupations
that the inhabitants had, the most common
was that of farmer, of which there were
238.6

August, the District Counci 1 of Talun ga is
proclaimed; the first Councillors were John
Fisher (Chairman), David Shannon, W.B.
Randell, Adolph von Bertouch, and Henry
Giles.
-Also in August, W.R. Randell makes his second
attempt to take a cargo by way of the River
Murray to Victoria and succeeds in getting
to within 50 miles of the diggings at
Bendigo. From this time onwards supplies
(especially wheat) to the Victorian
goldfields travel from Ade laide via the River
Murray, with the Randel l s becoming invo l ved
with the transportation of flour from their
mill at Gumeracha to Victoria by this route.

-July, the South Australian Government
Gazette records the estab li shment of a post
office on the North-Eastern mail route at
11
Gumeracka 11 , the postmaster being one
Wm. Stangar.7
.
- The Gumeracka Farmer 1 s Society is formed.8
5
6
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South Austra l ian Government Gazette, 18 Apr i 1,
1Bso, PP. 264-265. ;

- George Dunn subdivides township of Mount
Torre ns. Mount Torrens flour mi 11 built.

ibid, South Australian Gazette, 6 February,
p. 95; corrected 20 March, 1851 , p. 189.

T85T,

7

ibid, 17 July, 1851, p. 496.

8

see Torrens Valley Historical Journal, No. 18,
July, 1982 . 11 Gumeracka Ploughing Match 11 , p. 8.

-Travellers Rest Inn at Blumberg licensed;
becomes venue for meet ing s of the District
Council of Talunga.
9

see footnote no. 38.

a letter to Wi 11 iam Giles, the Colonial
Manager, noted that:
"There are now eight Steam (Flour) Mi lis
in these two Districts, (referring to
Onkaparinga and Talunga) of which Mr.
Whitford's at the Chain of Ponds is the most
powerful, the engine being of 35 horsepower.
Wheat is purchased by the proprietor at 6d
per bushel below the Adelaide Market Price
which is a great boon to the Gumeracka and
adjoining Districts, the roads (although
much improved during the last two years) are
sti II a great drawback to the farmers, who
greatly dislike wasting so much ti me in
bringing their produce to the Adelaide Market.
All these mills are situated in the midst of
the Co's property, which proves to some
extent the great quantity of wheat grown in
these hilly Districts. A considerable
quantity of flour & other farm produce is
already conveyed to the nearest point of
the river Murray for shipment to the Diggings
& Stockholders in Victoria, & our farmers are
getting now very anxious for a main line of
road being declared to the spot at present
used as a shipping place, which certainly
would prove a great benefit to the settlers,
the spot not being more than 30 miles distant
from Gumeracka .. 11 11

-Mount Pleasant Hotel licensed.
-October, first meeting of the District
Council of Talunga is held. First Council
assessment is made in October-November.
1854- Blumberg flour mill is built by Johann
Gott lob B1ueme I.
- Sarah Tuck opens private school at Kenton
Va !ley.
1855 - Residents of the Hundreds of Talunga,
Onkaparinga, Parra-Wirra, Tungkillo, South
Rhine, Kanmantoo and the Murray petition
for a Local Court and Police Station to be
established at Mount Torrens, "there being
none nearer than Mount Barker, Gawler
South, Angas Town and Adelaide 11 .10 (It
was eventually decided to build a Police
Station and Court House at Gumeracha) .
- Kenton Arms Hotel at Gumeracha licensed.
- Post Office opened at Blumberg.
1856 - Carl Christian Rathmann bui Ids the Napoleon
Bonaparte Hotel in Blumberg and also becomes
its first I icencee.
- Mount Pleasant subdivided by Henry Glover.
-Lutheran day school established at
Springhead.

- Gumeracha and Forreston (then known as North
Gumeracha) public schools built and opened.

1857- Alfred Swaine, Clerk to the S.A. Company, in
11
10

see C0lonial Secretarys Office Index, South
Austral ian Archives A (1855) 3149.

South Australian Archives BRG 42/ 40 "Reports
received from Alfred Swaine, relating to
various districts, 1855-1860".
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1858 - Forreston subdivided by Alexander Forrest.
-Allotments sold in the area known as
Oliventhal, a settlement adjacent to
Blumberg .
Blumberg's "first 'licensid' school opened
(this lasted for only one year).
1859- Main North-Eastern line of road from
Adelaide reaches Blumberg.
1860 - Blumberg ' proper' subdivided by Johann
Gottlob Bluemel; th i s .covered the area of
land containing the flour mi 11.

- Mount Torrens East subdivided by Thomas
I ng 1 is.
- Talunga Hotel in Mount Pleasant licensed ,
and the old Bible Christian chapel is
bought for use as a public school.
- Institute established at Gumeracha, and
District Hotel licensed.
1862- Mount Pleasant Agricultural and Horticultural
Society formed.
1863- Institute established at Mount Pleasant .
1864- Institute established at Mount Torrens.

-Wesleyan Methodist Church built in Gumeracha.
- Present Lutheran Church in Blumberg (the
"Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church")
bu i 1t .
- Totness Hotel in Mount Pleasant licensed,
and St . John's Anglican Church opened.
1861 -April, the Census of 1861 showed that the
District Counci 1 of Talunga had a population
of 2,896 persons located in some 551
inhabitated dwellings . Of the total number
of 614 dwellings, 309 were made of wood,
196 of stone or brick, 81 of "concrete" and
28 were mud or slab huts . The vast majority,
420, were houses of 2 or 3 rooms; 278 having
2 rooms and 142, 3 rooms. Only 86 houses
had 4 rooms. 12
·
12
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Results in 1861 Census, S.A . Parliamentary
Paper No. 5 of 1861.

1865- Blumberg and Mount Pleasant petition
parliament for the telegraph line to be
extended from Gumeracha to the two towns.
Blumberg flour mi 11 comes into the possession
of W.B. Randell of Kenton Park.
Gumer~cha

Court House and Police Station

completed.
1866- Mount Pleasant Presbiyterian Church built.
- Blumberg Pub! ic School re-opened for the
third time .
-District Council of Talunga divided into 6
wards - Blumberg, Mount Pleasant, Mount
Torrens, North Gumeracha and South Gumeracha.
Samuel Randell was the representative of the
Blumberg ward, a position he was to hold
unti 1 July, 1869.

************************

THE SPECIAL SURVEYS OF THE TORRENS
On 11 January, 1839, William Hampden Dutton formally
claimed 4,000 acres of the first Special Survey to
be undertaken in the colony of South Australia.
This was the famous Mount Barker survey which
extended over some 15,000 acres and which was to
include the future townships of Mount Barker,
Hahndorf, Littlehampton and Verdun (Grunthal).
Less than 4 months later, on 3 May, 1839, David
Mclaren, manager of the South Australian Company
took up the fourteenth Special Survey from which
4,000 acres (at a cost of £4,000) was to be selected
from a 11 compact district including the Sources of
the Torrens 11 - by which name it subsequently became
known - 11 and extending generally to the northward
from the northern boundary of the South Austral ian
Company 1 s Special Survey on the Sources of the
Angas 11 (renamed Sources of the Onkaparinga) .13
The Sources of the Torrens covered an area,
~~Rectangular in shape, and seven by three and a
half miles, this Survey included within its
boundaries the townships of Forreston, Gumera·cha,
and Kenton Val ley. Captain Sturt, at the time
Surveyor-General, professed great admiration for
this fine tract of country, describing it as
exceedingly beautiful, endowed with the richest of
soils, an abundance of running water, lovely
sheltered valleys ... 111 4 He also considered that,
The surveys on the sources and tributaries of the

Torrens are splendid properties, and the Company may
well consider them as amongst the most valuable of
its acquisitions. 15
Within 3 months, in fact on 20 July, 1839, of Mclaren
claiming the Sources of the Torrens for the South
Australian Company, he decided to take up a second
special survey on their behalf to the westward of 16
the Company 1 s survey of the Sources of the Torrens.
In addition, some two days before this survey was
taken up, Mclaren had paid £2,000 for an extra 1,000
acres in both the Sources of the Onkaparinga and the
Sources of the Torrens Special Surveys. He did all
this despite the fact that he, ~~as well aware that
he . was exceeding his instructions in the matter of
land purchases; but 1 ike Charles Flaxman (G.F. Angas 1
agent), the fever was upon him, and he was obsessed
with the idea that it was the prime right and mission
of the South Australian Company to own all the best
land in the Province; not to farm and cultivate it,
but progressively to lease it, or to sell it at
considerably enhanced prices, to those who were
willing to cultivate it .. 11 17 Thus by the middle of
1839 the Company had claimed some 9,000 acres of the
area that was covered ·by the two special surveys and
which more or less became the Hundred of Talunga in
1846 and then District Council of Talunga in 1853.
15

ibid, p. 181.

16

Andrew Murray, 1840 South Australian Almanack
and Genera 1 Colonia 1 Director , p. 130. (See
also pp. 12 -129 . This survey was called the
11
Streams and Tributaries of the Torrens 11 and was
actually located to the east of the Sources of
the Torrens Special Survey.

17

Perkins, op.cit., p. 180.

13 A.J. Perkins, An A~ricultural and Pastoral State
in the Making, 183 -1846, p. 171.
14

ibid, p. 181.
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B1RDWOOD SURVEY:

MAP 8 - PART OF THE HUNDRED OF TALUNGA (1983)
SHOWING THE LocATION OF BIRDWOOD

The three special surveys covered a total of some
35,000 acres and all were surveyed in August, 1840
with each area being separately mapped. 15 The maps
made covered the Sources of the Torrens, the Streams
and Tributaries of the Torrens, and the area known
as the ·East Source of the Torrens · , which
incorporated the Mount Pleasant locality.
According to a document cal led Papers relative to
South Australia published in 1843, the Sources and
Tributaries of the Torrens had a combined total of
some 25,080 acres (308 sections) and the East
Source of the Torrens had an area of only 9,680
acres (121 sections) 19, It appears that by 1841
the first two surveys, that is, everything
excluding the East Source of the Torrens, were
generally known as the Tributaries and western
sources of the Torrens , and this was how the
area was referred to in the Land Grants of the
time.
The first land grants were made in 1841 and 1842
and most of these went to the three largest
landowners in the district (at least during the
1840s); the South Australian Company, George Fife
18 Original maps (3) of the surveyed areas are
held by the South Austral ian Department of Lands.
19 South Australian Archives Papers Relative to
South Australia, 1843 (also in British
Parliamentary Papers of 1843),•: p. 331 I! Re t urn
of Land Surveyed and Sold in the Province of
South Australia to the . 30th June, 1841. 11
* Vo l . 7 Se ssions 1842-1844 . These papers are
located in the reference section of the State
Library.
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Angas and William Beavis Randell. By a prior
arrangement with the Company, Angas took up 1,620
acres (at £1 per acre) of their 9,000 acres located
in the 11 Tributaries and western sources of t he
Torrens Special Survey 11 together with all minera l
and other rights. The date of the land grant was
15 May, 1841 . 20 A1so on 15 Ma y , 1841 W. B. Ran de 11
was granted 566 acres, and this amount of land was
steadily built up by him unti 1 he occupied some
1,413 acres in early 1849. At this stage, J.H.
Angas (acting for his father) had 1,520 acres and
the South Australian Company some 7,204 acres in

20 A s~cond land grant covering exactly the sa me
area was deposited at the G.R.O. in 1857 wit h t he
addition of the following note at the bottom of
the grant document:
11
1 certify that the sum of Four Thousa nd Pounds
above mentioned was paid by the South Australian
Company on the joint account of George Fife Angas
~nd the said company and that in accordance wi th
such payment Two thousand Acres of Land were
selected part as above mentioned on behalf of
Mr. Angas and Two thousand acres on behalf of the
said Company-William Giles Manager, South
Australian CompanyAdelaide 11th August 1857"
According to Mr. R. Linn (University of Adelaide
History Department) Angas was in severe financial
difficulties in 1841 and could probably not pay
for the land he wanted to acquire in the Tor rens
Special Surveys hi mself, so the South Australian
Company may have acted as creditor for h im . It
would seem that he did not 'reimburse' the Compan y
until 1857 when he returned to South Australia
from England.

21
the Hundred of Talunga.
Almost two years later,
the second assessment undertaken by the
Commissioners of Roads for the Hundred of Talunga
in December, 1850, recorded that George Fife Angas
occupied some 1621 acres of land, Wi 11 iam Beavis
Randell 1511 acres and the South Australian Company
a total of only 3971 acres of land.22
While substantial grants of land were made to a
handful of men in the early 1840s, it was not
until the latter years of that decade that land
was generally taken up in smaller lots for

21

James Allen, South Australian Almanack and
General Colonial Directory for 1849, p. xxxvi ii
Occupation of Crown Lands, Hundred of Talunga.
see also S.A. Government Gazette, 15 February,
1849, No. 75 (Abstract of Declaration of
Acreage deposited at the Crown Lands Office
in pursuance of the provisions of the Ordinance
No. 10, 1848).

22

1850 Minute and Letter Book for the Commi~sioners
of Roads, Hundred of Talunga held by the District
Council of Gumeracha. At a meeting of the
Commissioner at the Mount Torrens Inn on
2 December, 1850, i t was decided, 11 Th at a Rate
of Threepence per acre be made on all rateable
Land in the Hundred ; ... and that Notice of the
same be inserted in the Government Gazette of
December 4th and three subsequent weeks . 11
(The first assessment had been made earlier
that year in Apri 1.)

agricultural development. 2 3 Unti 1 that time it
appears that the area of the special surveys was
largely unoccupied except for a few settlers who
took up land around future townships li ke Mount
Torrens or Mount Pleasant (perhaps even initiall y
squatting like William Kelly of Cudlee Creek who
lived on his land several years before being
actually granted it in 1842) ,24 and some early
pastoralists like Bonney and McVittie who •occupied•
large tracts for grazing in the early days and who
were remembered by such 1oca 1 1 1andma rks 1 as
11
Bonney 1 s Flat•• and 11 McVittie 1 s Hill 11 .25
23

In an article in The Register of 26 March, 1853
describing the 11 Gumeracka Agri cu 1tura 1 Show••
held on Thursday, 17 March, it was stated that:
11
• • Gumeracka may be e~phatically termed a farming
district. The ground is almost virgin soil,
never having felt the ploughshare ti 11 four years
ago (i.e. 1849) - the produce is enormous, and
the quality of every article beyond praise.••

24

The Sowed the
of Cud 1ee Creek

25

Bonney•s Flat•• would have been named after
Charles Bonney, who made his reputation as a
pastoralist in the 1830 1 s, and who became
Commissioner of Public Lands in 1842 and later
first Commissioner of Crown Lands. William
McVittie was another noted pastoral ist who was
appointed to the Road Board from the Hundred of
Talunga when it' was formed in. January, 1850, but
he remained a Commissioner of Roads for only one
year until February, 1851 when he was •replaced•
by J .R. G. Fowler.
11
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Evidence for this seems to be suggested in three
letters forwarded by William Li llecrapp, who was in
charge of the South Australian Company sheep herds,
and Alfred Swaine, clerk to the company, to the
Colonial Manager Wi 11 iam Giles in 1847. 26 In a
letter written at Ludlow House, Tinmath on 14 May,
1847 Li 1 lecrapp said:
11

1 wish to give you my views respecting the Runs
you will require for keeping 50,000 sheep.
If you let Gumeracka, the Company cannot keep
more than 40,000 sheep without taking up more
country, 8,000 at the Bremer, 20,000 at Rivoli Bay
and 12,000 on the outskirts of the Surveys, at
Gumeracka, Onkaparinga & Lyndoch Valley. I hope
to have all the Cattle away from Gumeracka in the
course of a Year from this time. The Run occupied
by the Cattle will keep about 10,000 Sheep .
It is important for me to know whether you determine
to let Gumeracka and keep only 4,000 Sheep, or keep
it unlet, and have good & sufficient Run for
50 z 000 z • • • II

This letter was followed less than two months later
by one from both Li llecrapp and Swaine on Jul y 2,
also sent from Ludlow House, in which they:
• • beg to suggest for your consideration the
propriety of discontinuing th~ Breeding of
Leicester Sheep for the , Company .

11

The Leicester Sheep are much more liable to Scab
26 South Australian Archives, BRG 42/46, 11 Reports
r e ceive d from Wi 11 iam Li llecrapp from
Gume racha and other locations, 1845-48 11 •
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than the Merino and double the Expense to keep
clean. They require a run of very rich land, ·and,
until the last Summer have had rich land to graze
upon, but, as you have found it the rich lands
on the Onkaparinga where they used to run, we
have found it necessary to put a flock of young
Leicesters on a run of middling character
where, the Merino Sheep are doing well but the
Leicesters, being Sheep of more gross & less
active habits cannot travel so far for feed as
is necessary for their well-being and consequently
have broken out badly with Scab.
Unless you appropriate a large portion of the
rich lands on the Gumeracka Survey for the
Leicester Sheep in future, it is quite useless
to expect from them any profitable returns,
and the sooner they are sold off the better''.
This last letter would appear to indicate that
the Company had not yet decided, at least to
Lillecrapp and Swaine's knowledge, that it would
open up the area covered by the Torrens Special
Surveys to agricultural settlement and hence there
was still time to set it aside for grazing purposes,
even if it was for an inferior breed of sheep as
they saw it. The next letter, some six months later,
indicates their concern at getting the situation
clarified with regard to the future of the Gumeracha
area ; the rather scrawled handwriting of the letter,
which is more like a very hastily written memorandum,
reveals a sense of urgency on the part of the two
men who apparently felt quite 1 in the dark' about
what was going on:

Ludlow House
5th December, 1847
"Mr. Angas has been here today to inform us that he
intends immediately occupying his lands with Sheep
in the Torrens Survey and that we must remove the
Co 1 s sheep therefrom at once.
We beg to inform you that within the last year the
Expences of the Sheep department at the Home
Stations have been greatly increased by shifting
Stations & building new Huts .. (word i I legible) .. to
your letting (sic) the purchased Lands for
cultivation.
It is most desirable that we at once know what
portion of the Gumeracka Survey you intend to
appropriate exclusively for Sheep Runs in order to
have the Stations more settled & to avoid incurring
(sic) the heavy Expence of frequent Shifting.
In consequence of Mr. Angas 1 s wanting to occupy
his lands, and the letting (sic) of the Co 1 s lands
on the Onkaparinga Survey, we have at once to
in form 4 new Stations on the Gumeracka Survey.
Please send your decision about it as Early as
pos sib I e. 11
William Lillecrapp &
Alfred Swaine.
From South Austral ian Company records it seems
that the decision to implement the 1 opening up 1
of land in the Torrens Special Surveys to
agricultural development was taken the following
year, and . by 1850 the Company had 53 tenants · in the

27
.
.
d 1str1ct.
Generally when closer settlement in the Surveys
finally took place, it seems to have centered
around those parts which eventually gave rise
to townships or 1 village-type 1 communities like
Kenton Valley. By the late 1850s, some ten years
after agricultural settlement of the Hundred of
Talunga had begun in earnest, all of the townships
existing today had been established. These were
Mount Torrens (laid out by George Dunn in 1853),
Gumeracha (also l~id out in 1853 by William Beavis
Randell), Mount Pleasant (subdivided by Henry Glover
in 1856), Forreston (subdivided by Alexander Forrest
in 1858), and Blumberg/Oiiventhal (Blumberg 1 proper 1
being subdivided in 1860 by Johann Gottlob Bluemel,
and Oliventhal a few years earlier in 1858).
However, it should be remembered that all these
communities had their origins in the 1840s when the
district was slowly 1 opened up 1 to small-holders
and others who could acquire freehold land in those
parts of the Surveys not taken up by George Fife
Angas and the South Australian Company.
Examining these communities we find that the first
locality to receive attention was that called
Tinmath, near the future township of Gumeracha.
Tinmath
After the South Australian Company had claimed the
Sources of the Torrens Special Survey in mid-1839,
it decided to establish a "head station" in the
27

Total calculated from BRG 42/86 "Annual Returns
from tenants lands under crop, 1842-1860".
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Gumeracha area to oversee its pastoral (mainly
sheep) operations in the district. In 1840
therefore, the Company's architect, William
Prescott, started supervising the construction of
a large homestead called Tinmath (later Ludlow)
House, after the locality in which it was situated. 28
The homestead was finished in 1841 and became the
residence of the Company's first station manager,
Samuel Reeves, and his family. The Reeves family
stayed at Tinmath unti 1 September, 1845 when
Samuel •s contract with the South Australian Company
expired and was not renewed. However, the homestead
was retained by the Company unti 1 late 1850 when it
finally disposed of all the stock it owned as part
of a programme designed to concentrate on the
agricultural development of its lands. At the
time Tinmath was completed in 1841 the South
Australian Company 11 held 20,000 sheep and was
considered to be by far the largest owner in the
colony 11 , however within a few years, 11 it was found
to be the best policy for the Company to confine
its attention to investments in agricultural land,
from which its returns, although comparatively
smal 1, might be steady . . . The shareholders had
already intimated their desire that the unprofitable
pastoral departments should be discontinued 11 .29
Later,Tinmath was leased out to private farmers
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until its sale by auction in 1908 when the South
Australian Company started to sell off its
p rope rt i es in the Ta 1unga a rea. I t is in teres t i ng
to note that decision to abandon pastoral pursuits
in the Talunga district more or less coincided wi t h
the time (late 1340s) when significant amounts
of land owned by the Company were being rented out
to private tenants, thus illustrating that the
policy of ·settling a rural population in all
the available agricultural country .30 was al ready
being put into effect. Indeed it was far more
profitable in the long run to collect rent from
tenants who carried the burden of cultivati ng and
i mproving virgin land, than i t was to maintain
large flocks of sheep and cattle over wide-ranging .
area without having a guaranteed return on your
investment (due to fluctuations in meat prices ).
If Tinmath did not develop as a center of
settlement itself, it did, however, generate
interest in the nearby localities of Gumeracha and
Kenton Valley. In effect the establishment of t he
Company's station was the beginning of interest
by a number of people, like William Beavis Randell,
in the area. Originally associated with t he
Company as employees a small number of these
people were the 'first settlers• of the a r ea. The
foll ow ing is a description of Tinmath as it was in
1841:

28

Ludlow House- see Heritage Conservation Branch
File No. 47/03/01 also A. Masehmedt, Ludlow
House, 1840-1850, in the Journal of the Historical
Society of South Australia, No.8, 1980, pp. 103-106.

The Company had lately erected for their head sheep
station a very comfortable stone house at the source
of the Torrens, about twenty miles from Adelaide,
and, as it contained more rooms than the oversee r

29

George Sutherland, The South Australian Compa ny
- A Study in Colonisation, p. 202.

30

11

ibid, p. 202.

required, Mr. A, removed his family thither to
occupy one part of it. This residence was prettily
situated between two hills studded with fine gum
trees . . . . On each Sunday, when the weather
permitted, a service was held at a short distance
from the house in the open air, under some
magnificent gum trees , which was attended by the
shepherds on the station, and the few neighbours
within reach . . . . When shearing came on they often
strolled down to the woolsheds to watch the sheep
being washed and shorn . The latter process was
principally performed by German women, who seemed
to do it quite as expertly as the men, and were
not so rough in handling the shears, thereby causing
less pain to the poor patient animals ... 11 31
Gumeracha/Kenton Valley
Within a few years of the completion of Tinmath
House, a major property was being established on
the outskirts of present day Gumeracha- that of
William Beavis Randell 1 s Kenton Park . W. B. Randell
0as originally a Baptist miller from Kenton jn
Devon and a friend of G. F. Angas, being persuaded
by him to come out to South Australia in 1837 , and
11
take charge of the ~~outh Australian) Company 1 s
corn and saw mi lls 11 •
However, he ended up
supervising their stock (he was manager of the
cattle section) and dairying operations.33 After
31

Jane Isabella Watts, Family Life in South
Australia 53 Years Ago - dating from October,
1837, p. 98.

32

G. Pike, Paradise of Dissent, p . 136.

33

South Australian Archives see BRG 42/47,
11
Reports received from W.B. Randell at Park
Farm and Gumeracha, 1838-1850 11 •

Reeve 1 s departure, he was appointed to head the
company 1 s sheep section as well but resigned from
the company altogether only a few months later, in
December, 1845. By this time, his own property was
on a sound footing, (then consisting of some 966
acres), and so Randell 11 devoted h~mself entirely
towards its fuller development 11 • 3 So prominent
did this property become that George Sutherland in
his 1889 collection of articles on Our Inheritance
in the Hills commented at length on the nature of
the estate. 35
34

J.E. Monfries, (Ed.) History of Gumeracha and
District, 1839-1939, p. 130.

35

G. Sutherland , Our Inheritance in the Hills, p.40:
•• •
Before reaching Gumeracha on the way
citywards an estate known as Kenton Park, the
residence of Captain Randall, the pioneer of
Murray River navigation, is reached. The river
at this place is crossed by a weir constructed
by the former owner, and it forms a beautiful
reach of placid water. The garden is one of
the oldest in the colony, and contains
magnificent wide-ipreading oaks and other
varieties of English trees, such as chesnuts,
poplars, &c . The extraordinary development of
some of the acacias planted many years ago
shows how wonderfully an ample supply of
rainfall may result in converting arboreal
dwarfs into giants of the forest. The land
surrounding th~ garden is di~ided into fields
by hedges of hawthorn and furze, giving a
peculiarly English look to the landscape, and
the illusion is still further heightened by
the presence of several varieties of English
song-birds. The present owner of Kenton Park,
like his father before him, has devoted much
11
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Randell was not alone in settling this area though.
According to some historical notes compiled by a
J.B. Randell (one of W.B.'s descendents) in 1946,
the first meeting of the Gumeracha (Salem) Baptist
Church was held in 1843 in W.B. Randell's store.36
From December, 1844 until March, 1846, when the
Salem Baptist Church was opened for worship by a
Mr . Thomas Playford of Adelaide, services were
attention to the breeding of cattle, and some
magnificent beasts, chiefly Herefords, are to
be noticed upon the Park. In former times the
preference was given to the Devon breed, and
many beautiful animals were reared on the
estate . . . . "
" ... The town of Gumeracha is a different
kind of place from the straggling roadside
township which one is accustomed to meet
with in a journey almost anywhere about
Australia. It is laid out regularly in streets
almost in the form of a square, and occupies
the ground rising away from the road and from
the river towards the south. Looking down
upon the town from some of the rising ground
the visitor from England is ~trongly reminded
of some rural borough of his native land.
The houses are all embowered in the midst of
large and well-grown English trees, such as
oaks, poplars and eJms, among which are
scattered the native gumtrees with peculiarly
green foliage. Fruit gardens and rose bushes
with hawthorn hedges are seen in every
d i recti on. . .. "
36
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Torrens Valley Historical Journal , No. 8,
June, 1979, p. 8.

held in Randell's kitchen; this kitchen belonging
perhaps to an earlier home of Randell's and not
to the . two-storey residence which is still standing
on the outskirts of Gumeracha. Thus, by the midl840s there was already a small but cohesive
group of settlers in the area, and by the early
1850s familar names (in the district) like
Li llecrapp and Cornish appear among the rather
limited membership of the congregation.
With a growing population in the valley, Randell
decided to subdivide part of his land for a township.
Thus, his diary records that in July, 1852 he wrote
to George E. Hamilton, a surveyor, accepting his
offer to lay out the proposed town for 10 guineas.37
Some months later, an entry for March 25, 1853
notes that Randell had been setting out the town of
Gumeracha (then often written as Gumeracka) with a
Mr. Rowland, and, at the end of the month, he wrote
a notice which was pub! ished in The Observer
advertising the new township of "Gumeracka". 38
37

Mount Barker Courier, 27 March, 1947, p. 2.

38

The Observer, 2 April 1853, p. 4b :
''GUMERACKA TOWNSHIp . II
It has long been the prevailing opinion in
the neighbourhood of Gumeracka that a good
Township was much wanted, and would be o f
considerable advantage to the district, and
as the most central and convenient spot is on
the property of Mr. W.B. Randell, numerous
applications to this end have been made to him
for years past; he has, therefore, complied
with the general wish, and has fixed on the
best sloping ground on the south bank of the

On the 14th of April Randell wrote that he had so1d
a Mr . Monfires (a native of Scotland who apparently
"built the first residence in Gumeracha''§• two
allotments in the new township for £50.3
Thus
began the township of Gumeracha. Within four years
a school was built (opened 1857), followed by a
Wesleyan Methodist Church (1860) and an Institute (1864). A flour mill was also erected near the town
by W.B. Randell in 1848 and was managed by his son
Kenton Creek, commencing a quarter of a mile
N.W . of the Chapel and Steam-Mi 11, and e xtending
to the Nor t h-east Main-road from Adelaide to
the Murray , where all the chief District
roads cross, leading to Mount Barker, Mount
Torrens, Mount Crawford, Angaston, Gawler Town,
and other intermediate villages .
The township, as laid down, is distant from
Adelaide about 22 miles, Mount Barker 18 miles,
Mount Torrens 6 miles, Reedy Creek Mines 18
miles, Murray 32 miles, Mount Crawford 19
miles, Angaston 30 miles, and Gawler Town 20
miles.
The District of Gumeracka as an agricultural,
pastoral, and horticultural one, is too well
known to need comment; and the Township for
situation, water, soil, view, scenery, and
general adaptation, cannot be surpassed . in
the colony .
A plan of the Township may be seen at the office
of Mr. C. Rowland, King William-street; and
further particulars known on application to
Wm. B. Randall, Kenton Park, Gumeracka.
31st March, 1853 . "
39 Mount Barker Courier, 3 Apr i 1, 1947, p. 6.

John. 40 ''To house the emp 1oyees, a row of
cottages was built within easy distance (of the
mi 11). There were also extensive stables for
horses and wheat stores. It was the centre of
activity for many years, until,
it was
converted irto a butter factory in the early
'eighties". 41
Despite the establishment of Gumeracha, Kenton
Valley continued as a separate, if strongly 1 inked,
settlement on its own. · The 1939 Gumeracha Centenary
History s tates that, "About two miles from Gumeracha
the Kenton Valley .township is situated, and
comprises ( in 1939) the Bapti s t Church, Post Office,
school, and various residences".42 The Baptist
40

The Register, 28 June, 1848, p.2b:
"GUMERACHA STEAM FLOUR MILL
William B. Randell & Sons, beg to inform the
settlers of the neighbourhood of Gumeracha and
the adjoining districts that their mill i s
now daily at work . All wheat sent as grist
wi 11 be ground and dressed with as much care
and as little delay as possible; and as their
premises are fitted up in the most convenient
and complete manner as a flour manufactory, they
hope, by strict attention to the interest of
those favouring them with their orders, to
merit a due proportion of public patronage.
W.B.R. & Sons are purchasers of wheat
Terms Cash
Gumeracha, June 26, 1848"

41 Monfries , op. cit . , p. 130 .
42

ibid' p. 56.
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Church referred to was named Aenon Church, meaning
Close to Salem11 (i . e. close to the Gumeracha
(Salem) Baptist Church) and had been built in
1849. An 1866 South Australian Gazetter noted
that Kenton Valley wa s, 11 a small agricultural
v illage, l y ing on .the Kenton Creek, about half-ami 1e N. of the township of Gumeracka (note
discrepancy in distance with above extract).
There is an inn in the village, known as the Kenton.
The r~sident magistrate is W. Lillecrapp, Esq.,
J.P. 11 3 The Gazetter also had the following
description of Gumeracha :

AustraUan insurance company. There are two
hotels- the District (licensed 1861) and t he
Kenton Inns, (licensed 1855) a steam flour mill
(Randall 's) and a brewery (Moger's.) Gumeracka
Ues in an undulating plain, surrounded by hi Us. " 44

"GUMERACKA, (Co. Adelaide, ) is a postal township
in the electoral district of the same name, and
hundred and council district of Talunga . It is
situated on the Kenton and Smith creeks, which
run N. and S ., the Torrens river being a quarter
of a mile from the township, and running W.
The district is both agricultural and pastoral,
wheat being grown in large quantities, and sheep
and cattle grazed to a considerable extent. The
nearest places are Foreston, 2~ miles distant,
Curdley creek, 2 miles, and Kenton valley, halfa-mile . The communication is by horse or dray,
and with Adelaide, 24 miles W.S.W., by Rounsevell's
mail coach daily, or by Day ' s coach twice a week.
Gumeracka has a post and money order office, a
telegraph office, a literary institute, a courthouse, a police station, a Wesleyan and a Baptist
chapel, and a public school; also a local court,
the resident magistrates being W. B. Randall and
H. Dawson, Esqs., and a branch of the South

As with Gumeracha and Kenton Valley, settlement
around. what became -Forreston started in the 1840s
with a small handful of 1 pioneers 1 and intensified ·
during the following decade. By 1851 the locality .
boasted a hotel called the 'Robert Burns• (this
being the year it was first licenced) which
continued in operation until 1857, and in 1852 a
licenced public school was opened with a school
building being erected five years later in 1857.
The · tiny village also apparently had a general
s tore/post office and a few other •trade'
establishments. Then in April, 1858 one Alexander
Forrest (another Scottish emigrant) offered Section
6026 as 11 subdivided land for sale at public auction,
and thus formed the township of Forreston 11 .45
By 1871, according to the census of that year,
Forreston had a population of 74 with a total of
only 13 houses.

11

43

47

R.P . Whitworth, Bai lliere 1 s S.A. Gazetter and
Road Guide , p. 11 .

While settlement was tak i ng place in Gumeracha and
Kenton Valley, it was also moving ahead in the area ·
now known as Forreston but at that ti me called
11
North Gumeracka 11 •
For res ton

45

E.C. Jamieson, Forreston - its Pioneers and
Peop 1e, p. 3.

According to a 1960 local history, 11 The chief
interests of the Forreston people are dairying,
fruit, potatoes and sheep and these pursuits have
been fol l owed from the earliest times. Most of
the farms in the area, · ranging in size from about
80 to 300 acres have been handed down to their
present holders from the early pioneers of the
family ... 11 46 In many ways this pattern of
agricultural development around Forreston was
fairly typical of the Talunga district as a whole
a l though 47 some areas were perhaps rather more
intensely cultivated and the density of population
higher. The 1866 Gazetter said that, 11 Forreston is
under the control of the Gumeracka district council,
the surrounding country being of an elevated and
ruggedly mountainous character. The population "is

46 . i b i d ' p . 4 .
47

In a report in The Daily News of 21 June, 1855
concerning the 19th Annual General Meeting of
the South Australian Company, _ it was stated
that:
11
The country lands form the most extensive and
va l uable portion (of the Company's property)
... They are .. generally within 50 miles of
Adelaide. 43,057! acres are leased to
respectable tenants, in farms of 60 to 300
acres, for terms of 7, 14 and 21 years, ... 11
According to Jamieson, op. cit., p . 15 many of
the people in the Forreston area leased their
holdings from the South Austral i an Company and
it wou l d appear that the size of the farms in
this area were determined by the amounts of
land rented from the Company and l ater turned
into freehold in the early twentieth century.

small and scattered 11 • 48
While Gumeracha, Kenton Val ley and Forreston
accounted for much of the settlement of the area
covered by the First Sources of the Torrens Special
Survey, 3 other townships were 1 evolving 1 in the
northern part of the Hundred of Talunga. These
were Mount Torrens and the 1 subsidary 1 German
community of Springhead(located just within the
boundary of the Hundred of Onkaparinga), Mount
Pleasant, and of course, Blumberg.
Mount Torrens
One of the earliest areas to be occupied in the
Talunga district was that near Mount Torrens, so
named because Angas Creek was initially thought to
be the origin of the Torrens River. 11 Later it was
learnt that the source of the Torrens was actually
in the Mount Pleasant district (surveyed as the
11
Eastern Source of the· Torrens 11 in 1840). No
attempt was ever made to rename the township and
the Mount, and so the name Torrens has remained 11 • 49
The leading figure in the early history of Mount
Torrens was one George · Dunn who arrived in South
Australia in March, 1839. Dunn and his family had
come from a town in Devon (as did quite a number
of the future residents of Talunga) where his
parents were tenant farmers, and according to the
shipping list George's occupation was given as a
shepherd and farm labourer, although he had learned
a trade 'back home'. In fact, 11 lt was by no means
48 Whitworth, op. cit., p. 78.
49 John S. Turner, Ashreigny to Mt. Torrens: The
Turner Story, p. 16.

48

an uncommon occ urrence in those days to find me n
of birth and ed ucation (let a lon e tradesmen)
engaged in such pursuits as minding sheep, or
even driving bullock-drays , . .. ", due t o, "the
difficulty of procuring suitable emp l oyment" . 50
Li ke his brothers Cha rles and James, who also came
out i n 1839 with t heir famili es, George was
attracted to the Hill s area. Originally, "Charles,
George and J ames Dunn had been a blacksmith, a mason,
a nd a s hoemaker respectively . . . . Their brothers,
John, later an important mi ll e r , and Wi 11 iam
arrived in 1840 and then successive members of
their family emigrated culminating in the
embarkation of their parents in 1845''. 51 Wi 11 iam
and Charles Dunn sett led near Mount Charles
(C har les later s ubd i vided the v illage of
"Char le stown", l ater Charleston, in 1857) in the
Sou r ces of the Onkaparinga Special Survey in the
mid- 1840's, John wen t to Mount Barker where he
built one of the first steam flour mi l ls in the
colony in 1844, and George was largely responsi ble
for the ear l y deve l opment of Mount Torrens, being
joined by his brother James , a bachelor , in 1842
(he had originally gone to Mount Barker). 52
In 1841 George Dunn purchased sections 6505 and 6506
in the Hundred of Talunga an~ on this land situated
"on the eastern s lope of the Mount" he built a

50 Watts, op . cit., p. 99.
51

G. Young & Others, Lobethal Heritage Survey,
p . 170.

52 See L. Tucker and L. Rossit er, The Dunn Family
of Charleston, 1843-1976.
49

"farmhouse , stab l e and a blacksmith's forge", 53
called Barton Springs. The house was lat ~r
converted into an i nn or grog shop to cater for
the bu llock ies who s t oppe d here en route to the
Murray Flats; "This hotel was a staging house
for the bu ll ock teams which tra vel led overland
from Mannum on the River Murray to Ade la ide.
Whe n the Reedy Creek Mine near Palmer was opened
in 1845, (copper) ore wa s carted to the smelters
at Glen Osmond by bullock teams . The teamsters'
route passed through what later became the site
of the township of Mount Torrens .. "5 4 In 1848 he
built a new hote l in the town called the Cornish
Ar ms.
This was the first phase of settlement at Mount
Torrens, the next was t he l aying out of "Dunnfield"
in 1842 at the southern end of the present township
on section 6504 . This sect i on had been acquired by
James Dunn, George's brother, who had a l ready
established a tavern and coach-house on his own
fa rm on section 6505. James laid out two streets
of 35 allotments but the subdivision was not a
success and only a few bl ocks were sold several
years later in 1859. Perhaps the subdivision was
undertaken at too early a point in time but this
was definitely not the case when George Dunn
decided to subdivide part of section 6506 to form
the township of Mount Torren s in 1853, (althoug h
he did not deposit the plan of the township at the
_Genera l Registry Office unti 1 1857). 55 In that
yea r the town's flour mill was built by Edward
Prescott and othe rs, although it was la ter owned by
53

Turner, op . cit. , p. 17.

54

Turner, op. c i t . , p . 17.

55

see G. Young, The Anatomy of Mount Torr~ns,
1837-1967, Architecture in Australia,
October, 1968.

John Dunn & Company.
In 1854 a Bible Christian Church was completed and
a licensed school opened in the same building.
Mount Torrens continued to grow; in 1860 St . George 1 s
Anglican Church was opened and the decision to build
a school was taken, this being constructed in
1861. Also in 1861 one Tomas Inglis subdivided
s ecti on 6507 i~to 42 allotments to create Mount
Torrens East. Within a few years, a new sealed
road (to Hannum) came through the town, 11 and a
coach se rvice was established, Mount To rren s being
the termi nus of the Eagle on th e Hill-Sti r lingWoodside route, and the journey to Ade laide wa s
reduced to about a five-hour one 11 . 56 By 1866
R.P. Whitwo rth 1 s South Austral ian Gazetter and Road
Guide had qu i te a lot to say about Mount Torrens :
"TORRENS~ MOUNT (Co . Adelaide ~ ) is a pr>etty little
township on the main easter>n r>oad fr>om Adelaide ~
fr>om which it is distant 30 miles . I t is in the
hunch>ed of TaZunga~ and eZector>aZ district of
Gumer>acka . A small cr>eek~ which rises in the
easter>n hiZZ~ !'Uns thr>ough the township~ in which
a handsome stone br>idge has been lately er>ected.
T.he hiZZ fr>om which the t ownship takes its name Mount Tor>r>ens - r>ises to the height of about 700
feet~ and is cover>ed with sever>aZ var>ieties of the
eucalyptus to its summit. T.her>e is a vey.y fine
steam flour miZZ (Dunn ' s) and a tanney.y in fuZZ
wor>k in the township . T.he country round is nearly
aZZ agr icuZtur>aZ; but Zatter>Zy~ in consequence
of the blight attacking the wheat cr>ops in their>
early growth 3 the far>mers are getting mor>e into the
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Back ~o Mount Torrens Centenary Celebrations ,
Souvenir, February 12, 13 and 14, 1937.

style of mixed far>ming~ instead of devoting aZZ
their> attention to cer>eaZs . T.her>e ar>e no mines in
the immediate neighbour>hood; but some year>s since
the Reedy cr eek mine s~ Z3 miles E. N.E. ~ wer>e
opened up~ and s howed vey.y favour>abZy ; the Victor>ian
digging br>eaking out at the same time increased
the pr>ice of labour so much that these mines wer>e
abandoned. T.he company still hold 20~ 000 acres
of Zand3 on which the mines 'ar>e situated~ and
called the Reedy creek special sur>vey . It is
the opini on of many pr>acticaZ miner>s that these
mines ar>e near>Zy 3 if not quite as rich as any in
the colony; but the means of communication are
ver>y bad. On the main r>oad to Adelaide ~ 7 miles
fr>om mount Torrens~ is Woodside; S . W.~ 5 miles~
the Ger>man township of LobethaZ~ N . W .~ 4 miZes 3
Blumberg; and N . N . E .~ ZZ miles ~ mount Pleasant .
A coach !'Uns daily between mount Tor>r>ens and
Adelaide ~ between which places there is also a
daily mail . In the township ther>e is a mechanics '
institute ~ a public school~ a vey.y handsome
Episcopalian church~ and a chapel in connection
with the Bible Chris tians . T.he teZegr>aph wir>es
also connect mount Tor>rens with Adelaide . Ther>e
ar>e 2 good hotels in the township~ one - the mount
Tor>r>ens hotel (licensed 1850) being of old
standing~ a handsome s tone s tr>uctur>e; the other the MiZZ inn~ built r>ecentZy (licensed 1859).
There is also a coach office~ belonging to
Mr>. W. RounseveZZ~ wher>e passenger>s may book every
mor>ning for Char>Zeston~ Woodside ~ LobethaZ~ Mount
Bar>ker>~ Nair>ne ~ andAdeZaide ~ and wher>e horses and
conveyances may be obtained f or> any par>t of the
country . The surr>ounding county.y is hiZZy ~ with
valleys of great fertility ~ on which s ome of the
finest wheat and barley in South Austr>aZia have
been grown . T.he geological for>mation is a gr>ey
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sandstone, with aongZomerate quartz, and in a part
of the district near mount Torrens, some fine beds
of Zimestone have been worked, keeping two kiZns
aonstantZy at work to suppZy the demand. The
popuZation is 224, and the number of dWeZZings,
many of whiah are of a superior aharaater, 42 . ,57
Springhead
Some 1! miles south of Mount Torrens, lay the
scattered German settlement of Springhead which
came into being from the early 1850s. The first
pioneer of this area was Johann Christian Schubert
who purchased sections 5309 and 5306 in the Hundred
of Onkaparinga in 1849. He was the brother of
Friedrich Wilhelm Schubert who re~ided first at
Schoenthal and then at Lobethal .5
By 1856 there
were enough settlers in the vicinity of Springhead
to establish a Lutheran day school on land donated
by J. C. Schubert. In that year the Lutherans
also organized themselves into a formal congregation
that was ministered to by Pastor Fritzsche of
Lobethal with services being held in the school .
room. A church was not, however, built until 1872 .59
The school/church site provided the focus for the
German community at Springhead, which like other ·
German settlements, (and despite its close
57 Whitworth, op. cit., p. 252.
58

G. Young and others, Lobethal Heritage
Survey, p. 204.

59

see also Springhead Jubilee Committee,
Springhead Lutheran Church, Mount Torrens,
1856-1981.

proximity to Mount Torrens), retained much of its
distinctive Identity throughout the 19th century.
Mount Pleasant
Located In the area surveyed as the 11 East Source
of the Torrens'' In 1840 and t he north-easter ly
'tip' of the old District of Talunga ( 'cut off' in
1885 when the Mount Pleasant area was inco rporated
into a district council of the same name) was the
township of Mount Pleasant. Here again settlement
commenced in the 1840s, although it seems to have
started a few years later than at Mount Torrens.
The town itself was not laid out until 1856 but
there had been two . 'villages' in existence since
the 1840s,. those of Totness and Hendryton.
Apparently, one ''Henry Giles, who arrived in the
11
Buffalo 11 in 1836, la id out Totness, and named it
after his wife's birthplace In Devon. Hendryton;
which name still persists in local use, was laid
out by John Hendry . . 11 60 It was Henry G1over 60A
who subdivided sections 7045 and 7046 in 1856
to form the township of Mount Pleasant, placing it
between the two earlier communities.
Real development of the town did not, however,
appear to begin until the late 1850s /ear l y 1860s.
In 1860 the Totness Inn was built and St. John's
Church of England was opened, while the following
year another hotel, The Talunga, was completed
60

Back to Mount Pleasant Centenary Celebration,
March, 1947- Souven ir History, p. 5.
(see also South Austra li an Archives Research
Note 16 3- ''Notes on the History of the Mount
Pleasant Distrlct 11 ) .

60A See GRO Plan 401 of 1856. Totness was la id out
on section 7044.
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(replacing an earlier one, The Mount Pleasant,
which had burnt down in 1860) and the old Bible
Christian Chapel was bought by the people of Mount
Pleasant for use as a school. An ins titute came
two years later in 1863. Then in 1865 the Totness
Flour Mi 11 was begun by Henry Giles and in the
same year Mount Pleasant was connected by a new
main road to Adelaide, an event much appreciated
by the townspeople.
"In 1859 the main road from Adelaide came only
as far as Blumberg (Birdwood) but in the following
year work was begun on an extension from Blumberg
to Stony Creek, three or four miles south of
Mount Pleasant, and by 1865 a ma in roa9 ran from
Stony Creek to Mount Crawford through ( to) Mount
Pleas ant" . ... 11 Coincident with this work upon
roads the people living on the roadside petitioned
Mr . William Ro unsevell, of the well-known company
of that name, to provide a mail coach and passenger
bus to Ade 1aide .. 11 • 61
~inal ly in

1866 the Mount Pleasant Presby~erian
Church was built reflecting the presence of a
strong Scottish (landowning) element in the town,
and in January, 1867 the town was connected by
telegraph to Adelaide after a petition had been
presented to Parliament in 1865 (see page 85).
R.P. Whitworth 1 s South Australian Gazetter and
Road Guide gave the following description of the
local1t y in 1866:
"PLEASANT3 MOUNT (Co . AdeZaide3 ) i s a postaZ
township in t he hundred of TaZunga3 electoral
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ibid, p . 9.

district of Gumeracka 3 and is under the controZ of
a district counciZ . It is situated on the E. source
of the Torrens river3 Cudlee cr eek faZZing into
the Torrens near the township . FZagstaff hiZZ is
2~ miZes N. E. 3 and the mount PZeasant range3 which
divides the hundr eds of TaZunga and Barossa3 is
1~ miZes to the N. N.W.
The district is an agriculturaZ one3 the chief
product being wheat . There are aZso severaZ sheep
r uns in the neighbourhood3 the pr incipaZ of which
ar e Baker 's MeZros e 's 3 and MUrray ' s . Ther e is
aZso a copp~r mine - the Kanappa 3 Zying Z4 miZes
di s tant . The nearest pZaces to mount PZeasant
township are S . Pether ton 3 3~ miZes S.3 on a
district road; and Spring town3 5 miZes N. E. on the
main Zine of road to Angaston. There is no reguZar
communication with S . Petherton 3 and onZy by
carriers ' waggons to Spring town . With Ade Zaide 3
35 miZes S . W. 3 the communication is by RounseveZZ ' s
daiZy maiZ coach 3 and_pas senger bus3 and ~y
carr iers ' waggons 3 2 four- hor se teams pZy~ng
reguZarly for the conveyance of goods . Mount
PZeasant has a pos t and money order office3 a
teZegraph stati on 3 a mechanics' institute3 an
OddfeZlows ' lodge 3 and a For esters ' cour t 3 a pubZic
pound3 a steam f lour miZZ (GiZes ' 3 ) and En~Zis h3
Presbyterian 3 and Wesleyan pZaces of worsh~p; aZso
a schooZ3 and 2 hoteZs - the TaZunga and the Totnes s .
Ther e is a racecourse and agricuZturaZ s how ground3
where races 3 and a ploughing match and agr icuZturaZ
exhibition are heZd annuaZZy . There are branches
of the South Austr alian bank and .the Adelaide
assurance and guar~tee company . The r esident
magis t r ates are G. Melrose and J . Bennett3 Esqs .
The surrounding country i s elevated and mountainous .
The population nwnbers about 1000 persons ."6 2
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Whitworth, op. cit., pp. 184-185.
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CHAPTER THREE :

Early History and Development
of Blumberg, 1848-1871
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GERMAN SETTLEMENT IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA, 1844-1860
Before discussing the early history and settlement
of Blumberg, it is useful to place the origins of
this largely German community in the wider context
of German migration to South Australia. The period
from the late 1840s to the early 1860s was perhaps
the single most important time in the ongoing story
of German emigration in the nineteenth century,
producing a third wave of prpsp~ctlve sett lers
which were to have a major impact on the nature of
German settlement in the state. Unlike the two
earlier waves in the late 1830s/early 1840s,
these immigrants did not comp·rise cohesive groups
centred around their pastor/leaders and were not
prompted to leave their homeland because of
religious persecution or the threat of it. They
did not come out to South Australia in shiploads
comprising a few hundred people but arrived in
their thousands over a 15 year time span. Spurred
by severe economic and political problems back
home they were drawn to a colony which had overcome its own set of fiscal crises by the mid-1840s
and which seemed set for a long period of expansion
and prosperity.
The first wave of German immigrants to South
Australia were those that sailed out in 1838 on
four ships (the 11 Prince George 11 , the 11 Zebra 11 , the
11
Catherine'' and the 11 Bengalee 11 ) totalling some 500
plus persons altogether. The people who were
passengers on these ships had originally decided
to emigrate in 1836 to t~e United States, but
their pastor, August Kavel, was invited by the
Hamburg pol ice chief, Senator Hadtwalcher, to
meet George Fife Angas, a leading figure in the
newly formed South Austral ian Company. It was
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Angas who persuaded Kavel and his people to
become part of the systematic colonization of
the proposed colony of South Australia. Thus,
even with delays that meant that the emigrants
could not leave until 1838, this first wave of
German settlers played an important role in the
early history of the fledgling colonyl by
establishing the first permanent rural settlement
in the Adelaide Hills at Hahndorf in 1839, by
providing a reliable source of domestic and
agricultural labour, and by supplying Adelaide
with its first regular supply of fresh produce
such as vegetables, butter and eggs.2 The success
The · l838 wave was presaged by a group of
German .emigrants (41 males plus their families) ·
who came to the colony in 1837 (2 had arrived
in mid 1836) under engagement to the South
Australian Company. Among them was F.W.
Kleinschmi.dt who later became one of the
leading residents of Lobethal.
2

Up to the time of their arrival the inhabitants
of Adelaide had been insufficiently supplied
with vegetables and dairy produce, and these at
an exorbitant price- butter at 2s.6d. a lb., and
eggs 2s.6d. a dozen. The Germans very soon began
to carry into the city for sale small supplies
of butter, and within a few months, vegetables,
generally on the backs of the females, and in
the same manner taking back their supplies of
rations. Before the end of their first year of
residence amongst us they furnished the townspeople with a good supply of vegetables etc.,
realising to themselves a good profit. 11
J.W . Bull, Early Experiences of Life in South
Australia, 2nd ed., p. 90.
11

of the 1838 gr oup was vita l in ensur i ng that other
Ge rmans found the i dea of emigration to such a
remote spot i n the world i nviting rather than
outlandish but almos t two years were to elapse
before the next wave of Germans attempted to
emigrate to the Southern Continent.
The second wave in fact consisted of only one
sh i pl oad of Ge rman emig r ants number in g 274 whe n
they departed Hamb urg in July, 1841, and 2 18 when
they arr i ved i n South Austra li a 3 at t he end of
Octobe r. The s hi p t hey came on was the ••skjo l d 1 1
and their pastor was one Gotthard Fr i tzsche, a
contemporary of Pastor Kave l •s but a man of
apparent l y quite diffe rent characte r . .Kave l had
written to Fritzsche ask i ng him and his
congregations to join them in emigrating to South
Australia in 1838 but Fr i tzsche was reluctant,
and did not seriously consider the prospect of
l e~ving until he experienced problems with his
health in 1840. For a year, from mid- 1840
until mid-1841, ar r angements were made and unmade
for the trip to Sout h Australia. Re i ig i ous
pe r secut i on was aba ti ng with the .death of K i n~
Frederick Wil helm I I I , Geo r ge Fife Angas offe re d
no assistance at a l l excep t h is influence · with
certa i n peop l e , but nonethe l ess the voyage f in a ll y
we nt ahead . Some six months after t he i r a r r i va l
in South Austra li a a t the end of October 184 1,
Pastor Fr i tzsche 1 s people d ivided the 36
a l lotments of the fut ure townsh i p of Lobethal
amongst 18 founding fathers, or heads of

3

fam il ies . Most of the other passengers on the
Skjo l d had founded the village of Bethany
i n January, 1842 on G.F. Angas•s land in the
Barossa Valley, thus creat i ng the first foothold
of Germans in an area that .was to become noted for
their presence. The fo ll owing year, a number of
families f rom Hahndorf a l so went to the Barossa
Valley where they established the settlement of
Langmei l. The importance of the second wave of
German emigrat i on to th e colony l ay i n the
formation of two communit ies, Bethany and Lobethal,
led by a pastor who was to come i nto direct
conf l ict with the rel i g i ous leader of the members
of the earlier group located at Klemzig and
Hahndor f . The spl i t between Pastors Kave l and
Fritzsche came to a head in 1846 and precipitated
a deep divis i on within the Lutheran Church in
South Australia that was to last unti 1 the 1960s.
This divis i on meant that the German settlements
were never unified under one religious body and
indiv i dual communities tended to develop along
their own paths. In addition the new arrivals
seemed to l oosen up the existing situation and
we find Pastor Fr i tzsche, fo r instance, ministering
to members of his congregation who had taken up
residence at Hahndorf. It was as if the shipload
of emigrants who came out on t he Skjold somehow
made German settlement i n South Austra li a less of
an experiment and more of an ongo i ng p rog r amme;
from two smal l , struggling commun i t i es i n 1839
the imm i grants could point to s i x permanent and
we l l established villages by the mid-1840s,
those of Klemzig, Hahndorf, Grl.inthal (now Verdun),

About 50 peop l e d i ed on the voyage out - see
A. Br auer, Under the Southern Cross pp. 65-66.
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Lobethal, Bethany and LangmeiJ.

4

This programme however was interrupted for several
years due to South Australia's virtual financial
collapse in the early 1840s and the ensuing
economic depression which lasted until about 1845 .
Not only German but also British immigration based
on free passages ceased altogether for a couple of
years. The situation in both cases started to
improve dramatically from 1846 onwards. In that
year 679 German emigrants arrived in the colony as
opposed to 244 in the previous year, and there
were 2,044 assisted pa~sages from Britain compared
with only 119 in 1845 .
German emigration had first
resumed in 1844 after a two year lapse with 181
Germans arriving on the "George Washington" in
September of that year; some of these people went
on t o settle the Schoenthal area near Lobethal on
land owned by the South Austral ian Company.6A
4 There had also been a small settlement of Pastor
Kavel's people at Glen Osmond, some 10 miles
from Klemzig, but this was abandoned within a
few years, probably by the mid 1840's .
5

Figures taken from D. Pike's Paradise of Dissent,
Appendix A, South Austral ian Migration !836-1857 ,
p. 517.

6A A year later , the sbi:p " Herjeebhoy Rustomj ee
Patel" arrived on 18 September , 1845 carrying
244 passengers. The Register of 20 September
said that:
"The passengers she brings are of rather a
superior class, and comprise many workmen of
trades much wanted here, e . g. there are several
linen, cotton and cloth weavers, who seriously
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In !847, the same year in which the first families
to occupy land in the Blumberg district came out,
there were 716 German emigrants to South Australia.
They s~iled on 4 ships, but the vast majority
(about 600) were on 2 vesse Is, the ''Hermann von
Beckerath11 and the 11 Gellert 11 which arrived within
a few weeks of each other in December J847.6B
The numbers of German settlers continued to rise
until !849, the year following the widespread
revolutions in Europe (1848 was noted as a time of
great political upheaval), when 1,626 Germans came to
contemplate following up their various vocations,
and speak confidently of being able to establish
blanket, cloth, linen and cotton manufacture;
there are also several miners, two chemists, and
a practical assayer, bes i des the usual sprinkling
of carpenters, builders, shoemakers, tailors etc".
"The majority of these emigrants went straight to
Bethany and Langmeil in the Barossa Valley where
they were temporarily accommodated" . G. Young
and others, Lobethal Survey Report, p. 244.
Thus, the entire immigration of Germans to South
Australia in the years 1844 and 1845 was
represented by the passengers of two ships viz.
the "George Washington" and "The Patel".
6B Hoffnungsthal (Valley of Hope) was apparently
named by Pastor Kavel in the Barossa Valley south
of present-day Lyndoch after emigrants from the
"Gellert" settled there at the end of 1847. Pastor
Fritzsche also ministered there to a congregation
in 1847-48, with a Pastor E. Meyer taking over the
Bethany and Hoffnungsthal congregations from him
in 1848.

settle in the colony. Immigration of more than 500
Germans a year continued until 1851, and again from
1854-1858, but after 1858 the influx of German
migrants declined rapidly.? In fact, 11 • • in the two
colonies of South Australia and Victoria the main
(German) migration had occurred by 1861 11 .8
These new German settlers, those from the mid1840's onwards, constituted a third wave of German
migration to South Australia following the two
earlier groups centred around Pastors August
Kavel and Gotthard Fritzsche. Coming in much
larger numbers and for reasons which were by now
largely socio-economic in origin, that is, most
were seeking the opportunity for an improved
lifestyle
for themselves and their families,
the more recent arrivals lacked the coherence
of the first emigrants who had come out as
Lutheran congregations with their own pastors,
and they therefore tended to split up on
disembarkation and go their own separate ways.
The previous stipulation that pastors had to
accompany their congregations no longer applied
after 1848 and so there was no need to organise

7

Based on figures taken from D. Pike's Paradise
of Dissent, Appendix A, page 517 and S.A .
Archives Research Note No. 55, Statistics of
German Immigration, 1836-1900.

8

Berrie, Italians and Germans in Australia,
p. 180.

potential emigrants along the lines of church
congregations.9 Emigration became solely
based on families, often responding to the
invitations of relatives already settled in the
colony; indeed German emigration as a whole was
characterised by the movement of family units
rather than single individuals. 10
Although initially many of the third wave
immigrants would have gone to one of the halfdozen or so existing German villages, they soon
went out and established new settlements of their
own. Blumberg wa? to become one of these new
third wave settlements and repr e sented the swin g
away from the traditional village layout which had
been typical of places like Hahndorf and Lobethal.
Although physically different (the settlement was
much more dispersed and was not systematically
laid out according to the village patterns of their
homeland) Blumberg sti 11 retained most of the

9

10

With the turn of the half-century, parish
group migration to South Australia practically
ceased. Groups that formed afterwards came
together by chance or were brought together by
agents acting for shipping companies 11 •
I .A. Harmstorf, German Migration, with particular
reference to Hambur , to South Australia,
1 51-1
, M.A. Thesis, University of Adelaide,
1977, p. 23.

11

Berrie op.cit., p. 180 11 The census figures ...
indicate that until 1861 settlement in South
Australia was to a major extent the product of
family migration 11 •
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cultural and social elements found in the other,
earlier German communities . This was because most
of the German emigrants to South Australia, as
indeed to the United States or other parts of
Australasia, were drawn from the ·working classes
of Germany, tradesmen, miners and agricultural
labourers (but not many small farmers) who had
the most to gain and the least to lose by moving
to a new country. 11
Looking at the 15 years 1844-1858 inclusive, we
see that during this period over 8,000 Germans12A
11

Harmstorf op.cit., p. 22, 11 The artisans,
labourers, and tradesmen, who made up the vast
majority of migrants to South Australia ... 11 ,
and, Harmstorf, South Australia's German
Heritage, (A talk given to the German Teacher's
Conference, June, 1974) pp. 20 and 21, 11 About
33% (were) farmers; 37% artisans; 8-9%
commerce; 1.4% professional; 12 % labourers ...
Of the farmers only 1% was classified as 1 Bauern 1
people who could be said to actually own thei·r
land 11 • N.B. According to Appendix D in
HarmstorfTS thesis, of the professions of
German emigrants to South Australia from
Hamburg in the period 1851-1884, by far the
largest group were 11 farm labourers 11 of which
there were 882 while there were only 3
11
farmers 11 who came out during these years.

12A See Berrie, op.cit., p. 159. In 1861 there were
8,863 German-born nationals surviving in South
Australia. Naturally this figure is somewhat
less than the actual number who entered the
colony during these years.
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126
chose to make South Australia their home,
and it
was this critical third wave of emigrants who ·
facilitated the spread of German settlement
throughout a far greater portion of the colony,
particularly from the early 1850's onw3rds. 13
As a large number of them went to areas like the
Barossa Valley, they also served to reinforce the
existing Germanic character of such pockets
of settlement and helped to retain their
distinctive identity throughout much of the
nineteenth century. This movement of Germans
within South Australia was not confined merely to
new arrivals but older residents also participated
in the drive to establish new communities, and
from tbe mid-late t860's this presented itself
in a new Wave of internal migration from the
older agricultural areas of the Adelaide Hills
and Barossa Valley to newer districts in South
12B Harmstorf op.cit., p. 31, 11 The impoverishment
of the farming classes in Germany, with its
-debilitating effect on the country had been one
of the major causes of migration in the early
fifties. The return of relative prosperity in
agriculture in the 1860's was to some extent
nullified by the deprivations endured by the
embryonic but rapidly growing industrial
masses .... 11
13

In 1856 there were ~]ready 13 Lutheran Churches
built in the colony plus another half dozen
rooms and buildings temporarily used as places
of worship.
Parliamentary Paper No. 44 of 1857-8, South
Australia- 1856, No. 10, Return of the number
of places of worship of each denomination in
South Australia.

BIRDWOOD SURVEY:

TABLE 1

CENSUS OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA - MARCH,

1866

RETURN showinq the NATIONALITIES of the PEOPLE resident in SOUTH AUSTRALIA
(together with the Yea~ of ENTERING the PROVINCE) at the date of the Censuses of 1861 and 1866.

Born in
Year of
Entering
Colony
1836 to 18~0
1841 to 1845
1846 to 1850
1851 to 1855

..
..

..
..

..

1859 to 1860
1861 to 1865 ..
BIrth . . ..... ..
Unspecified ...
1866-Tota1
1861-Tota1

England and
Wales

Total

....
....

Increase ... .. .
Decrease . .....

H

F

H

F

H

F

~66

402

337
180

285
30 I

184

87

308
174

266

430
1, 554

658
2,025

832

I , 330

1 '804

759

1,963

3.972
2,019

1 ' 144
I ,025

903
810

888

637

1,29~

1.101

413

222

-

-

-

-

-

-

71

140

172

77

60

~.669

4,018

6,692

4,564

3.555

3,678

5. 408 .
1 ,284

4,879

3 ' 984

2' 184

3.971
698

7' 793
7,286

-

-

-

-

315

429

H

F

H

F

119
1 ,807

3 . ~02

2 , 3~6

1. 475
8,085
12,995

2,960
1,049
6,377
7,656

5,297
7,006

7. 562

4,343

3 , 563

1. 629
803 .

8,321

5,744

4,782

3 . 17~

36 , 851
1, 277

37,037
1. 114

-

-

51 7-·

401

77

85,334

78, 118

28,648

65,048

24,015

20.286

61 '782
16,336

23,012
20,828

4,633

-

-

-

~.

9,385
13' 180
8,702

.

Germany

I re 1Md

Scotland

833

r3s
4]8.

3~0

-

507

-

P.P . No. 8A of 1866-67
This table has been mod i fied from the original printed in the Parliamentary Paper;
therefore the columns in this table do not add up to the total figures g iven .
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Australia, 14 western Victoria and New South Wales
where land was more plentiful. Blumberg,
established by the third wave of migration, was
considerably affected by this later pull towards
fresh pastures for settlement and expansion.
Returning to the economic situation in South
Australia which allowed an overall improvement in
migration to occur from the mid-1840s, we see a
number of factors which combined to bring the
colony out of the depression it had been in for
almost five years. Firstly, there was the distinct
impetus given by the discovery of copper at Kapunda
in 1842 and at Burra in 1845; years before the
eastern colonies experienced the gold rushes of the
early 1850s, South Australia had its own copper
boom. which brought in much needed revenue, revenue
which was enough to sustain the colony's economy~
Added to the mineral discoveries was the continued
growth in wool exports, the repeal of the Corn
Laws and Navigation Acts in the late 1840s, which
l

14

·61

Including the South-East:
"Among the earliest settlers were men and women
of many nationalists including a large number
of Germans ... thousands migrated to South
Australia and many eventually reached the Mount
Gambier district to become successful farmers
and businessmen. The largest influx was in
the middle and late 1850s and before long, many
of these new settlers began to take a prominent
part in public affairs. They erected two
churches, built a substantial German Club .. in
1867 and estab lish ed a Liedentafel."
Les R. Hill, Mount Gambier, The City around a
Cave, p. 69.

opened the way for Austral ian wheat to come onto
the English market in larger quantities, and also
an improvement in the returns from small farming
from about 1847 onwards due to better prices for
goods and lower wages for labourers , of whom there
were a surplus of by the late 1840s . Flour mills
and the availability of farm animals, mainly
bullocksf also helped things along for the smal 1
farmers. 5
In addition, and in contrast to the late 1830s/
early 1840s , there was plenty of land to either
lease (from the South Australian Company or one
of the big private landowners) or to buy freehold
at £ 1 nn acre if one was either British or a
naturalised British subject. For the Germans
naturalisation was a relatively easy process,
taking on l y a few months or even weeks in some
cases.
Considering the above and the deteriorating social
and economic conditions in Europe at the time, it
is no wonder that according to the South Austral ian
News of November, 1848 that, "Of all the antipodal
possessions belonging to Great Britain, South
15

D. Pike, Paradise of Dissent, p. 330. "More
important to small farmers was the
establishment of numerous flour mills; 27 were
scattered throughout the agricultural district
in 1850. They solved the transport problems
of many farmers ... "
See also A. I . Diamond, Aspects of -the History
of the South Australian Company, The First
Decade,M.A., University of Adelaide, 1955,
particularly pp . 358-372.

Australia seems to be the favourite Gesort of our
Continental neighbours in Germany 11 • 1
16

The South Australian News, p. 1, went on to say
that:
••soon after the establishment of the colony,
many emigrated thither, in order not only to
participate in the peculiar advantages there
afforded, but to enjoy that religious freedom
which was denied them in their native land.
The success which attended the early settlers,
and the benefits they had derived from the
removal, in course of time became known in
Germany, so that others anxious to improve
their circumstances, resolved to leave their
fatherland for the favourable prospects
presented in South Australia. In 1844 the
emigration recommenced, one vessel carrying 181
passengers having left Bremen for the colony in
that year ((the George Washington)}. In 1845
two ships with 494 persons sailed from thence;
in 1846, three vessels with 656 emigrants; in
1847, four ships with 698 passengers; and
during the present year, the following numbers
have left the Port of Hamburg (sic}:
In June,
217 persons by the 11 Victoria 11
11
11
In August,
271
Alfred 11
11
11
In September, 151
Steinwaerder 11
11
In October, 201
••
Godeffroy 11
11
11
In October, 191
Wappus 11
11
11
In October, 100
Louise 11
Two of these vessels discharged most of their
passengers at Melbourne, Port Philip, but all
the rest have sailed for Adelaide alone . . During
the pr-esent month, it is expected either two or
three ships more, each conveying about 200

It was in this context that 5 German famil 'ies
sailed to South Australia on the 11 Hermann von
emigrants, will leave for the latter destination,
some of whom receive free passages from the
Hannoverian government, while others being
collected by Mr. Edward Delius of Bremen, do not
receive any assistance of that kind. With regard
to the character of the persons who have thus
proceeded to the colony, we can on the whole
speak favourably; some, of course, are of an
inferior order, and bear rather doubtful
reputations; but no serious complaints have yet
reached us on this score . A considerable number
of them have taken out capital, others have gone
with the view of reporting on the state of South
Australila, in order to furnish their friends at
home with accurate information, and which, if
favourable, will be the means of inducing many
more emigrants of a superior class to follow.
It is almost needless to advert to the benefits
that these people have conferred upon the province , and though less active and less generally
useful than Eng! ish labourers, they are steady,
persevering, and sober in their habits. J . C.
Byrne, Esq. in his work, 11 Twelve Years wandering
in the British Colonies 11 , refers to them in the
following terms; 11 The disposition of the German
population leads them to acquire as soon as
possible a homestead and farm of their own, they
dislike remaining in a state of servitude and
dependence on others, for their daily bread, and
to this is attributable the extent of cultivation
in South Australia and the cheapness of grain;
these smal 1 cultivators being able to produce at
a much lower rate than large land-owners, who
rely solely on the labour of others.••
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Beckerath 11 in mid-1847. A letter from Edward
Delius, (an immigration agent for South Australia
stationed in Germany), addressed to the Governor
of South Australia and dated 20 July, 1847 stated
that Del ius was forwarding a list of passengers on
board the 11 He rmann von Becke ra th 1 ~ and that he:
had the honor to receive the kind letter of Y.E.
private Secretary Mr. O'Halloran, bearing testimony
of the prosperity and good conduct of the German ·
immigrants and encouraging my endeavours to promote
the happiness (sic) of such as may be desirous to
follow in procuring them the opportunity to do so.
11

I have accordingly chartered two ships of the
of the largest clafs (sic) of this port which
will convey six hundred useful settlers to your
shore, one half on board the ptesent ship and the
other half wi 11 follow next month, (on) the ship
'Gellert•. Capt. Siedenburg , accompanied by
Reverend Ph Oster of the Lutheran church of
Posen desirous of forming a village in an
appropriate part of Y.E. province.
The present expedition comprises a party of 31
miners with their families, besides Shepherds,
Mechanics and agriculturists ... 11 17
EARLY SETTLERS OF BLUMBERG
The passenger 1 ist of the
17
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11

Hermann von Beckerath 11

Colonial Secretary's Office No. 1590, Two
letters from Edward Delius dated 20 July, 1847
and 27 August, 1847. Also passenger list of
the 11 Hermann von Beckerath 11 •

shows a total of 292 persons on board, among whom
were Herr Kalms (32}, wife Auguste (21) and
daughter (4}; Andreas Zadow (50), wife Anna (40)
and six children; Samuel Mathes (34), wife Juliane
(26) and daughter (2); Christian Kruger (50), wife
Anna (41) and 3 children; and also Samuel Gellert
(50), wife Modeste (44) and 5 children. These five
families were among the first eight that settled
the Blumberg area in early 1848. According to
Pastor A. Brauer's Under the Southern Cross, 11 The
four original settlers .. were Christoph (Christian)
Krueger, Gottlieb Kalms, J. Samuel Matthes and
Andreas Zadow. These were immediately followed by
S. Gellert, D. Huebner, A. Piltz and C. Rathmann.
All these eight settlers took up their blocks of .
land during the month of January 1848 11 • l8A The land
that they occupied was rented from the South 18B
Australian Company and considering that the Her~ann
von Beckerath 11 did not arrive at Port Adelaide unti 1
15 December, 1847, the leasing arrangements must
have proceeded very quickly indeed. As an a1l1most
standard practice the new arrivals would have been
met . by other · German settlers and taken to one of
their villages, in this case, Lobethal. On Pastor
Fritzsche's advice some of the newcomers inspected
an area about 10 miles from Lobethal through which
the River Torrens flowed and which had impressed
the pastor on his frequent journeys to Bethany.
Apparently, 11 Andreas Zadow and a few others
(possibly Krueger, Matthes, and Kalms) were driven
by Gottfried Zadow - who had arrived by the
11
Heloise 11 about nine months earlier- in his
bullock dray to inspect the land, and Samuel
Gellert a fellow passenger, followed a week or two
11

18A A. Brauer, Under the Southern Cross, p. 133.
18B

Some settlers such as the Zadows leased land
from George Fife Angas.

later accompanied by D. Huebner 11 • 19
Fritzsche would have been aware of the fact that
both George Fife Angas and the South Australian
Company owned a large proportion of the land
covered by the Torrens Special Surveys (see
chapter two) and that this land was available for
rental. His association with the new emigrants (he
was Blumberg•s pastor from 1848 until 1855) would
have speeded up the obtaining of leases from the
South Austral ian Company which was now seeking
suitable tenants for its holdings in this and
other areas. Considering also that in 1847 there
were only 10 tenants20 in the whole area covered
by the two specia l surveys, the Company would have
been eager for any new settlers who were at all
interested in coming to the district. By 1848
the number of tenants had increased to 24 or 31
if we include a ll names (some of the Germans farmed
together in groups of two or three, e.g. Schultz,
Kruger and Matthes, Pilz and Rathmann) and the
development of the Talunga district begins from
t~is point as regards the Company l ands, ahd the
following year for freehold land . . Thus, the G·erman
settlement of the Blumberg district was part of the
early development of the Talunga district as well
19

ibid, p. 133.

20

Taken from the South Australian Company papers
located in the State Archives. The particular
documents used here are the registers of annual
ret urns of l and under cultivation by tenants of
the S.A. Company, 1842-1860. The registers are
unavailable after this date.

as form in g part of the third wave of German
immigration into South Australia during the late
1840s and early 1850s. In fact the establishment
of Blumberg can be seen as part of four different
and distinct movements. As (1) part of the exodus
of large numbers of German artisans, peasants and
workers from their fatherland to the New Yorld
Cthe Americas and Australasia) after the revolution
of 1848, (2) the third and much larger wave of
German migration to South Australia in the midC19th after the 1838 and 1841 exploratory groups,
(J) the growth and development of the country
districts around Adelaide after about 1845, these
areas experiencing a rapid increase in population
as a result of the very high level of immigration,
both assisted and unassisted, to the colony at this
time21 and which was maintained throughout most
of the 1850s (this being the same period in which
the vast majority of Germans came out), and finally
(4). at the local level, the opening up of the

21

•• ... from 1847 to 1851 South Australia received
35% of al 1 the emisrants despatched by the
Commissioners to the Australian Colonies ...
Free and assisted passages were granted to
20,262 emigrants . . . . In addition nearly 4,000
passengers arrived from German ports ... ••
D. Pike, Paradise of Dissent, page 311. The
census of 1861 (Parliamentary Paper No.5 of
1861, page VI I) showed that the population of
the City of AdeJaide had increased from 7,143
in 1846 t o 18, 259 in 1855 and 18,303 in 1861
but that the number of inhabitants in the
country districts went from 14,977 in 1846 to
66,930 in 1855 and 108,527 in 1861!
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WITHIN APPROXIMATELY 4 KM OF BIRDWOOD

Talunga district to more intensive settlement and
agricultural development with the consequent rise
of a number of small townships and communities,
such as Blumberg.
EARLY SETTLEMENT AT BLUMBERG
The area that became known as Blumberg would
appear to have been attractive to the prospective
German settlers for a number of reasons. Among
these would have been the fact that they were in
reasonable (although not close to the standards
of those days) proximity to other German
settlements at Lobethal and the Baros sa Valley,
the new settlers choosing land along the main
northerly route then used by the Germans to travel
from Hahndorf and Lobethal to the villages in the
Valley (Bethany , Hoffnungsthal and Langmeil). In
addition, there were only a handful of other
non-German settlers in the immediate vicinity and
hence the newcomers could establish their own
community in the relative isolation that the early
German emigrants seemed to prefer . 22A
In the two year s following the arrival of the
22A

'' .. the grea t population of Germans in the
Districts of Onkaparinga & Torrens & Lyndoch
Valley wish to live as near a s poss ibl e to
their countrymen, especially for the sake of
their Churches & Schools".
Taken from a letter by Alfred Swaine to
William Giles 15 June, 1858. See South
Australian Archives BRG 42/40 "Reports
received from Alfred Swaine, relating .to
var·ious districts, 1855-1860".

first families in 1848, most of the land available
for leasing from the South Australian Company (which
owned about 25 % of the land in the area) was taken
up. The number of tenants in a 4 kilometer radius
around what is now Birdwood increased from 11 on 8
sections of land in 1848, to over 30 on 28 sections
in 1850. Quite a number of the Germans farmed
together in groups of 2 or 3 ; in 1848 there were
three such partnerships, arid two years later in
1850 there were 9 German group s operatin g on
South Australian Company land . 22B This trend
appears to have continued at least until the mid
1850s, and from the first counci 1 assessment of late
1853, one can still find several examples of this
commun a l agricultur e . While intensive f a rming by
several individuals on sections of about 80 acres
indicated the unfamiliarity of the Germans with
Australian conditions, from their point of view a
block of land between 20-40 acres was a vast
improvement over allotments in older German
communities such as Bethany and Lobethal where they were
often as little as 3 acres in size. In the 1853
assessment we find that there are about 17 examples
where 2 or more individuals are sharing a section
or sections. The most extr eme exam pl e of s haring
of land was that of the 4 Strauss brothers who each
had part of one 80 acre section - two had 20 acre s
each, one 28 acres and one 12 acres. For the fir s t
decade or so of settlement this pattern of shared
farming survived to some degree but inevitably it
had to come to an end, and for the individual s
involved there wa s usuall y one of four outcomes
available to them. They either (1) eventually left
the area to find greener (usually meaning larger)
pastures) elsewhere, an example of this seems to have
been Gottlieb Kalms, one of the first se ttlers, who sold
22B

See Table 14, APPENDIX A, Part 1, pp248-252
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his section of land to Heinrich Gerhard Rathjen
in 1857 and moved out of the district, (2)
expanded their holdings by renting or purchase
1 ike H.G. Rathjen and remained where they were,
(3) went into commerce or business like Johann
Gottlob Bluemel(who built the Blumberg flour mill
in 1854), Carl Christian Rathmann (who opened the
Napoleon Bonaparte Hotel in 1856), or F. M.
Bevilaqua (who constructed the Blumberg smelters
in 1868 after he took over the managership of
the Reedy Creek copper mine), or (4) remained
small land-holders, perhaps adding to their
income by some other activity, as in later years
by wattle bark stripping or some other side-line.

of the area took place unti 1 the late 1840s. This
of course coincided with the huge growth in the
population of the country districts which in its
turn created a strong demand for land available for
cultivation. Such was the . demand for land that
practically all of the freehold land that was left
to be granted after the special surveys were taken
up, was sold by the late 1850s. After this time
private sales were the mainstay of those seeking to
add to their properties and by the late Cl9th there
was a widespread feeling that the land in a large
part of the Hills districts, including Blumberg, was
being 'locked up' by absentee landlords, particularly
the South Australian Company (see chapter four).

There were also tenants on G. F. Angas's land,
Angas having about an eighth of the land in the
Blumberg area. When rental land started to
run out towards 1850, there appears to have been
a ·small rush on freehold land grants, which
reached a peak in 1851 and 1852. In 1848, 8
sections of land were granted in the Hundred of
Talunga, this increased to 17 sections for each
of 1849 and 1850, and then jumped to 42 sectrons
in 1851. 31 sections were sold in 1852, declining
to 19 in 1853 and 11 sections in 1854 and 1855.23A

SETTLEMENT AREAS

In the area around Blumberg (apart from one
section which was sold in 1847)23B however, no
sections of land were sold unti 1 1849 illustrating
the fact that after the initial large grants of
land to the South Australian Comapny and George
Fife Angas in 1841 and 1842, little development
23A South Austral ian Archives GRG 35/228
Sales, Annual Statistics, 1835-1871 11

11

Land

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

Williamstown road area
11
Franci S 11
Blumberg proper
01 iventhal

(1)

Williamstown road area

As stated previously the first main area of
settlement was located along what is now the
present road to Williamstown, this being the main
route used by Pastor Fritzsche and other German
settlers to travel to and from the Barossa Valley.
Here the new settlers had access to (what appeared
to be) both good land and water and within the
first couple of years they produced good yields of
wheat, barley and potatoes, enough for selfsufficiency plus some that may have been given to
the South Australian Company in part payment of
their rents, although this practice had been

•

23B See Table13, APPENDIX A, Part 1, p,245.
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BIRDWOOD SURVEY: TABLE 2
CROP RECORDS FOR LAND LEASED FROM THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN COMPANY WITHIN 4KM OF THE PRESENT TOWNSHIP OF BIRDWOOD
SUMMARY OF ANNUAL RETURNS FROM TENANTS LANDS UNDER CROP, 1842-1860 (S.A. CO. RECORDS - S.A.A. BRG 42/86)
YEAR

NO. OF
SECTIONS

TOTAL
AREA
AREA
FENCED
(acres)

....
ct

>
LIJ

LIJ

...J

3

ct

:X:

tn
tn

....
ct

0:::

0

CJ)

*
1848

8

624

LIJ

0

....
ct

....0

>

ct

:X:

z

LJJ
0
0:::

oct

~

118

10

2

91

-

0:::
0

UNDER
CROP

FALLOW

COMMENTS

~

tn

~

245
Post &
Ra i 1

tn

LIJ

-

-

-

1391

-

Each property under
crop had at least
some wheat & potatoes
Mainly surface water
( 1 well)

1850

28

2202

1754
995
Post &
Ra i 1

so

24

54

-

-

-

1083

115

Mainly surface water
( 2 ·we 11 s)

l

1855

1860

44

45

3521

3591

3428 1496
Post &
Ra i 1

9

1591

35

3591

86

Wheat grown on every
section under crop

24

45

-

1

1661

183

Wheat grown on every
section under crop
Mainly surface water
(3 we II s)

15

17 199

1/2

.1

18581

218

Wheat grown on every
section under crop
Mainly surface water
( 8 we 11 s)

*
1
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1 acre= 0. 4 hectares

largely discontinued before Blumberg was settled.24
According to the Australian Lutheran Almanac of
1938, 11 Money was a scarce commodity but the
settlers that occupied the land belonging to Mr.
Angas were permitted to pay rent, eartly or in ful 1,
by the young cattle they reared''.25 Perhaps both
Angas and the South Australian Company were only _
too well aware that there was no use in extracting
money for rents from tenants who had spent most of
their savings on their way out to the colony.
However, this did not mean that the Company did not
profit from the efforts of these early settlers,
even if they could not pay a full cash rent. As
Douglas Pike says in his Paradise of Dissent, 11 By
1850 ... the 476 tenants of the South Australian
Company were cropping 20 % of the colony's wheat;
its manager would lease 'almost anyone with a team
of bullocks and a pair of hardworking hands'. But
many small lessees 1 ived to regret it. They were
expected to clear, fence and crop the land, build
houses and sheds, buy their seed, stock and
implements from the Company and deal with the
Company's bank 11 • 26 This was a far cry from England
where it was the landlord who was expected to pay
for capital improvements to his property.

The Wi 11 iamstown road area was the focus of social
activity until the early 1850s, and it was here
on section 6598 that a small Lutheran church was
built in 1850, services having been held in various
settlers homes prior to the completion of a church.
The 1850 church was located close to the first
cemetery in the area which was used from mid-1848
unti 1 mid-1854, with the tenth and last burial taking
place in June of that year.27 Also in 1854 the
church was relocated across the road to Section 6586.
According to G. Rathjen's Sources and Tributaries,
11 The three
(apparently it was actually three and a
half) acres of land for this purpose had been
purchased from (Gottlob) Blumel for £17/10/- in
This new church complex
December, 1853''.28
provided more facilities and easier access to the
growing Blumberg community which was now spread
over a muc~ wider area than the original
Williamstown road settlement. In 1855 the Blumberg
church received its own resident pastor, Carl
August Strempel, one of the three graduates of the
Lobethal seminary in that year. Finally, in 1860,
the present Lutheran church was erected, becoming
part of a complex of church, school, manse,
teachers' residence and cemetery which sti 11
exists virtually intact today.

24

A. I. Diamond, Aspects of the History of the
South Australia Com~any, The First Decade,
p. 367 (by about 18 7 this had been phased out).

The nature of the initial settlement around the
Williamstown road area was quite different from

25

Austral ian Lutheran Almanac, 1938, p. 64.

27

26

D. Pike, Paradise of Dissent, p. 330.

The first burial took place in July, 1848 when
Juliane Huebner, aged 7, was interred in the
cemetery.

28

G. Rathjen, Sources and Tributaries, p. 36.
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that of other German communities which had been
established a few years earlier. Unlike Lobetnal
or Hahndorf, Blumberg was settled by a comparatively
small group of people who were unable to Cor
perhaps did not intend to) create a traditional
village-type settlement with its characteristic
hufendorf (Jong narrow strips) layout. Instead
the families farmed together or separately on the
80 (pr thereabouts) acre sections they leased
either from the South Australian Company or from
George Fife Angas. Initially they did not have
the funds to buy freehold land, nor were they
naturalized and therefore they had no choice but
to accept a leasing situation with the Company.
By the late 1850s, however, the situation had
changed and the center of settlement had moved
away from the area along the Williamstown road .
Of the dozen or so families that had occupied
land along this road in the late l840s/early
1850s, a number of these started to move away from
the Blumberg district altogether from the midl850s onwards. They left to create new settlements
further afield in South Australia such as Gomersal
in the Barossa Valley29 or Springton , north of
Mount Pleasant ; "In the mid-fifties several
families left Blumberg to settle at Black Springs
(later known as Springton) and in 1856 two more
29

71

"The (Gomersal) area was initially settled in
1853-54, by many families who had moved from
Hoffnungsthal (south.of Lyndoch) and Blumberg
(Birdwood) . .. '' G. Young and others,
Barossa Survey, Vol. II, p. 195.

families left to settle at Carlsruhe"30 also in the
Barossa Valley). These families, along with the
newer German immigrants of the 1850s, were part of
the movement pushing the frontier of German
settlement ahead in the colony during this decade;
a movement which had initially benefited Blumberg
when it brought settlers from the older communities .
of Hahndorf and Lobethal to the district in the
early '50s, but nowattracted the less successful
and the restless to new pastures. This first
small exodus and the outward surge of the late
l860s/early 1870s when, "farmers left. . to establish
themselves on the Murray Flats near Mannum and in
the Wimmeria of Victoria",3l effectively drained
away families from· the Williamstown road area and
gradually .allowed Heinrich Rathjen to expand his
holdings thus becoming by the mid 1870s one of thi
largest occupiers of land in the district.
Heinrich Gerhard Rathjen
In 1849, two men came to the Blumberg area who
were later to play major roles in the development
of the fledgling German community of Blumberg .
One of these two was Heinrich Gerhard Rathjen who
arrived in South Australia in August, 1848, aged
25, from the Grand-duchy of Oldenburg in Holstein .
Apparently young Rathjen, after having engaged in
some revolutionary activities in that year
decided to leave his homeland rather quickly . He
came to the Blumberg area in late 1849, "where like
a number of earlier settlers he at first leased
30

G. Rathjen, Sources and Tributaries , p. 37 .

31

ibid, p . 37 .
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land from the South Australian Companyl'.32 Records
of the South Austral ian Company indicate that
11
Rathjen & Co. 11 leased section 6617 (80 acres) from
1850 to 1860 when the records of tenants are no
longer available. 11 Rathjen & Co. 11 comprised
Heinrich Rathjen on 40 acres and one Heinrich
Kramer on the other 40 acres - at least this was
the position up to late 1853.33 Most of the land
cultivated in the area was given over to the
growing of cereals, particularly wheat, which was
the major cash crop of the time and thus the main
source of revenue for the farmers. Unlike Lobethal
and Hahndorf, the German settlers in this district
did not follow the practice of marketing fresh
produce like vegetables in Adelaide to gain income
but seemed to concentrate on wheat growing as a
steady income supplier, perhaps because they had
larger amounts of land to cultivate and were too
far from town anyway. Thus, we find that there
were 118 acres of wheat grown on South Austral ian
Company land in 1848, 955 acres in 1850, 1,496
acres in 1855, and 1,591 acres of wheat l in 186o . 34
Rathjen followed this pattern of agriculture on
his section, he and his partner cultivating 50
acres of wheat and 2 acre s of potatoes in 1850,
60 acres of wheat and t acre of potatoes in 1855,
and 43 acres of wheat, 1 acre of oats, 6 acres
of potatoes, and 21 acres were fallow, in 1860 .

Heinrich started to expand in 1855 when he payed
£150 for the 101 acres of section 6259 (the land
was unimproved). Two years later he bought
section 6603 from Johann Gottlieb Kalms for £650
although this required a substantial mortgage of
£600 to be taken out35 (remarkably it was repaid
by 1859). Also by 1855 Heinrich was leasing section
6616 (across the road from the Rathjen homestead
on section 6617) in conjunction with Jacob Meyer .
Ten years later, in 1865, he had acquired
another 4 leases and by this stage therefore
he was leasing 6 sections altogether or roughly
450 acres. In 1850 five of these 6 sections
(excluding Rathjen's 'home section' of 6617) had
8 houses of varying description located on them;36
35

Rathjen Family History, pp. 17 & 21 . (The
first Counci 1 Assessment of October-November,
1853 showed that the Bertough Brothers occupied
79 acres of section 6603 on which there was a
11
house, stockyard and outbui ldings 11 , and that a
Jacob Myer had t acre of this section on which
was located a 11smith shop, stone house, etc. 11
Adjoining section 6603 and facing the Williamstown road was section 6602 (later leased by
Rathjen) which in 1853 had 79 acres occupied by
11
Hopner & Aberle 11 and one acre occupied by
Carl Rathmann who had a 11 house and store 11 •

32

Rathjen Family Histbry, p. 17

36

33

1853 Assess ment of the Counci 1 of Talunga .

34

Totals calculated from figures given in the
registers of the returns from tenants of the
S.A . Company. (SeeTable 2 page 69).

The 4 sections he leased between 1860 and 1865
were ; 6615, 6618, 6620 and 6621. He was also
'renting' sections 6616 and 6617. In 1850
section 6615 had a 11 s 1ab house, da-iry, etc . 11 ;
6616, a 11 house, yards, etc. 11 ; 6618, a 11 house,
yards 11 ; 6620, 11 2 cob houses, yards, etc. 11 ; and
6621, 11 3 hous·es, yards etc. 11 •
(See Table 14, APPENDIX A, pp248-252).

occupation of these sections appeared to remain
fairly constant until the late 1850s, and it is
only around 1860 that any changes start to appear
in the register of tenants. It seems certain then
that Rathjen started to pick up his additional
leases after 1860 when people started leaving the
area as stated above. According to a South
Austral ian Company map of 1875 Rathjen was leasing
13 sections of land amounting to just over 1,016
acres of land for an annual rental of £200 - the
sections being held on a renewable 7 year lease.37
On top of this he still owned 3 sections of land
and rented land in the Palmer area on which in
later years sheep were run.3~. Heinrich Rathjen,
by his actions, showed the advisability of
acquiring large acreages suitable for modern
farming techniques, and it was not until some years
later that his rank as a landholder was matched
by the likes of Augustus Pontt, who had 1,300 acres
in the early 1900s, John Elliot Hannaford, who
had about 1,400 acres, and Patrick Hynes, who
also had a considerable amount of property.39
37
38

39

Rathjen was leasing sections 6585, 6597, 6598,
6600-6602, and 6615-6621.
'~bout

2,000 acres near Palmer in the Hundred of
Tungkillo were rented from the South Austral ian
Mining Company as well as much additional land,
which was later taken over by his sons Freidrich
and August". Rathjen Fami l y History, p. 20.
The Cyc 1oped i a of South Aus t ra 1 i a, Vo 1. I I,
Blumberg pp. 777 - 780.

Alt hough Heinrich died in 1895, h i s son, August
took over most of the tenancy, some 711 acres, and
''When the affairs of the South Austral ian Company
were being wound up in 1907, August bought the land
leased to him at £10 per acre 11 .lfO In this way the
Rathjen property was maintained more or less
intact into the twentieth century. Besides being
something of a land magnate, Heinrich Rathjen
also played a prominent so~ial role in the Blumberg
community; "He was a Justice of the Peace and a
councillor of the District Counci 1 of Talunga from
1875-83 and after an interval of twelve months from
1884-89; he was chairman of the Council from
1885-87".41
(2)

'Francis 1

By the early-mid 1850s, the core of what could have
developed into a township had come into being near
the junction of the River Torrens and Angas Creek.
According to H.A.T. Pflaum's 'memories' in the
Mount Barker Courier of 10 March, 1949, "Francis"
was the name of the township that was supposedly
surveyed here and which appeared on some old
council maps, however, no evidence has to date
been found to substantiate this claim. It seems
1 ikely that for one reason or another this corner
of the Blumberg district was locally referred to
as "Francis" and that the myth of a town that
never was has simply persisted in the collective
memory of the area.
40

Rathjen Family History, p. 61.

41

ibid, p. 24.

74

Nevertheless, during the period 1853-55, a hotel,
the 11 Traveller's lnn 11 , and a general store (and
probably post office as well as Blumberg's first
post office was opened in 1855 with W. Graf being
the post-master), were built and opened.42 From
the 1853 Council assessment, it appears that the
hotel was still under construction during the
latter part of that year but was completed in ti me
for a public meeting of ratepayers to be held
there on 27 January, 1854. This meeting was
called 11 for the purpose of proposing and adopting
a rate 11 of one shilling in the pound following
the 1853 assessment. It is interesting to note
that although 123 voted for the rate, 62 voted
against it, and that at a Counci 1 meeting at the
Travellers Inn on 27 February, 1854, 11 Mr. Piltz
stated that some of the Germans were under the
impre sion (sic} that those wno did not vote for a
Rate would not be 1 iable to pay any but that he
thought the majority were willing to pay but that
the matter required some little explanation 11 .43
From 1854 until its closure twenty years later in
1874, the Trave 11 ers Inn acted as the venue for
meetings of the District Council of Talunga wh ich
had been proclaimed on 31 August, 1853. The inn
was chosen because of Blumberg's central location
in the old district council boundaries (before
the Mount Pleasant tip was cut off in 1885
becoming part of the new District Counci 1 of
Mount Pleasant) and the fact that it could provide
a large room/hall where various types of official

meetings could be held. The first licencee of the
Travellers Rest was one Erich J . Scupin who appears
to have come to the Blumberg district in 1849. He
held the licence of the hotel from 1853-1857 and
again from 1864-1871.
Historically, the Traveller Inn was significant
for its role as an early roadside Inn t hat catered ·
for the traffic between Hahndorf, Lobet hal and the
Barossa Valley in the years when there was a lot of
movement of German settlers between their various
outposts .
The 1850s in particular saw considerable movement of settlers from older established
communities to ne~er localities, and as can be
seen from early land grants, a significant number .
of th6se that took up land in the Blumberg district
were themselves Germans from either Hahndorf or
Lobethal. Perhaps one of the reasons for the
closure of the Traveller's Inn in 1874 (an
application for a renewal of the licence was denied
in that yearl was that by this time the focus of
travel as well as settlement had well and truly
moved further east to Blumberg proper and its
~ubsidary settlement of Ollv~nthal.
Also as
the mining rush of the early 1870s was already
over, the licencing authorities may have felt
that three hotels (i.e. the Travel ler's Inn,
the Napoleon Buonaparte and the Bismark) were far
too many for such a small town, and therefore
decided to approve the renewal of on ly one licence,
that of the Napoleon B~onaparte.
Carl Christian Rathmann

42
43
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Birdwood Post Office- Historical Notes
Council records, early minute book.

Across the road from the Traveller's Inn was a
general s tore built by Carl Christian Rathmann in
1854. Rathmann was one of Blumberg's first

men of commerce .
He came out to the colony in
1846 on the ship 11 Pauline 11 and two years later,
in 1848,44 he was farming with Adolph Piltz on
section 6601 producing 20 acres of wheat and 3
acres of potatoes. The next year Rathmann opened
Blumberg•s first store on this section and by 1850
the two men were together cropping 65 acres of
wheat, 2 acres of barley and 3 of potatoes . Howe ver, by 1853 Rathmann had moved his general store
across the (Williamstown) road 1 to one acre of
section 6602 and Piltz may have been left to farm
on his own. S . A. Company records indicate this
was the case by 1855 as at that stage Rathmann
again moved his s hop, this time to a site opposite
the new Traveller•s Inn. Perhaps Rathmann
was chasing trade as the tide of settlement
altered~
Even with his new establishment Rathmann
appeared unsatisfied and by late 1855 he has leased
the store and decided to build a hotel, the Napolean
Buonaparte, across from Gottlob Bluemel 1 s flour mi 11
which had been completed in 1854. The gentleman was
perhaps sensing that the focus of settlement was
~gain changing, this time to what was to become
Blumberg proper .
Rathman finally sold the store in November, 1864
to Henry Heuzenroder, a chemist of Adelaide who used
it to set up his brother Carl, also an apothecary
by profession, in business. In the 1865 Almanack
therefore Carl Heuzenroder appears as a chemist at
· Blumberg for the first time . · Between the years
1855 - 1864 it appears that the shop continued to
44

Obituary of Carl Christian Rathmann, in
The Adelaide Chronicle, 22 January, 1910 p.43
(Rathmann was born in Germany in 1822).

function as a general store, Rathmann leasing it to
Messrs. Bergmann and Graf (Graf who had been
postmaster in 1855 held this position again from
1857 - 1861) for a three year period in September,
1855. The following month Rathmann took out a
mortgage of £ 150 from Mrs. Grace Slogget a widow of
Norwood, perhaps in order to rai s e money for the
building of his hotel. Once the hotel was licenced,
Rathmann remained as the pub! ican for only three
years until 1859. It may have been at this stage
that he left the district for according to the
1865 Almanack he i s 1 isted as residing at the
11
Totness Inn, Mount Pleasant 11 • Two years later,
in 1868, he does not even appear in the entries
for the Hundred of Talunga. From his obituary, it
seems that Rathmann never did acquire great
commercial success, and he died at Calcote, on the
River Murray (4 miles south - west of Mannum) where
he had become the postmaster . However, even in his
latter years Rathmann continued to display
entrepreneurial inclinations.
Apparently he
shifted to Mannum in 1871 where he opened a small
store. Eighteen months later he took up land at
Calcote settling down to a farming life for some
years. Then around 1.890 he laid out part of his
property as the town of Calcote, building a wine
saloon and several cottages . He also kept a
small general store and post office there hence
his position as the township 1 s postmaster .
The story of Carl Rathmann reflects that of a
number of German settlers who went into commerce
after arriving . While they showed great initiative
and enterprise in branching out into areas that
were often unfamiliar to them, they seemed to lack
a certain resi lienee or determination to stay put
and develop their concerns past the initial setting
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up phase. Hence they often appeared somewhat
restless, moving around from one locality to
another, or dabbling in a number of different
ventures. Of course most of these small businessmen
lacked a sufficient capital with which to begin
their concerns, making their achievements all the
more laudable but at the same time preventing them
from becoming successful capitalists in a true
sense. Only a minority, for instance the Pflaum
brothers or F.W. Kleinschmidt of Lobethal, went on
to conduct businesses of a more substantial
standing, businesses which managed to bridge the
gap between being the local storekeeper or whatever
to developing something of more regional importance.
These small family businesses that went on for
decades if not generations appeared to have been
kept going by settlers who were basically tradesmen
who had learnt their trade in their homeland and
decided to follow the similar pursuits in their
new country instead of farming like most of their
contemporaries . Men like Carl Christian Rathmann
therefore, or F.M. Bevilaqua, who will be discussed
next, form an interesting and vital group in small
communities such as Blumberg providing the initial
stimulus to local enterprise whilst they themselves
often disappeared from the scene ·in the long run .
Franz Max Bevilaqua
Franz Max Heinrich Bevilaqua led a life that was in
some ways familiar to that of Carl Christian
Rathmann 1 s, but was even more surprising in the
variety of ventures he undertook and in the extent
of his movements around the country. Bevi Jaqua
came from Gluckstadt in Holestein (which had become
a member of the German confederation in 1815 but
which was considered by the Danes to be part of
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Denmark) where he was born in November, 1835.
Following in his brother's (cal led Francis
Louis)45 footsteps, he emigrated to Sout~ Australia
45

Obituary of F.L. Bevilaqua in The Adelaide
Chronicle, 16 August, 1913 p. 43 and in The
Observer, 16 August, 1913, p. 41. Also
telephone conversation with Mrs. E.M. Bevi Jaqua
6 July, 1983. F.L. (Francis Louis) was the
elder brother of F.M.H. Bevi Jaqua; he was born
at Gluckstadt in Schleswig-Holestein in 1832
and received a high school education in Hamburg.
He was then trained in a banking house in the
same city. Some years after arriving in South
Australia in 1854 on the ship "Helene" he went
to Lyndoch in the Barossa Val ley where he set
himself up as a general merchant, remaining in
this 1 ine of business for nearly 40 years.
Apparently his concern was very successful, so
much so in fact that despite many requests for
him to stand for Parliament, he could not do
so "owing to (the) pressure of private business 11 •
The interesting thing about F.L. Bevilaqua was
that he was "a direct descendent of one of the
most notable families in Italy, being a nephew
of the late Duchess Felecita Bevi Jaqua, wife of
the late General La Masa, who served in the
revolutionary wars under Garibaldi."
Mrs. E.M . Bevilaqua said that Francis Louis
came out to South Australia with an old school
friend of his, Heinrich Siems, to avoid
conscription into the Danish Army! This
would have been some six years after a Danish
nationalist movement sought to 1 win back 1
Schleswig-Holstein from the Prussians.
Possibly Bevi Jaqua and his friend foresaw

i n 1855 or 56, and by 1860 had settled in Blumbe r g,
buying one of the eight b locks of land offered for
sale by Johann Gottlob Bl uemel when he subdivided
half of section 6587 (on which the f lour mi ll
stood) in October of that year . In 1861 Bevi l aqua
became Blumbe r g•s postmaster, a pos i t i on he was to
ho l d unt i 1 1868, and by 1864 he was listed i n
Boothby 1 s South A ~~t r a l ian Al manack of that yea r
as a storekeeper.
The next year he undertook
troub le ahead and did not wish to take sides
aga in st the Prussians as Holstein was
predominantly Germa n and had been pa r t of the
German confederation since 1815. Apparently a
trans lat i on of Se i ms•s memoirs, now in the
possess ion of Mrs . Bevilaqua, stated that
joining the Danish army had been against his
11
patriot i c feel ings 11 • Seims, on his arrival
i n South Australia, went straight to Lyndoch
where he sold goods on foot unti 1 he saved
enough money to buy a store from one of the
Ge rman sett l ers t here. Later F.L. Bevi laqua
j o i ned h im in the enterpr i se whi ch apparent l y
became wi de l y recognised as one of the best
stocked genera l sto res i n the country, with
Seims a nd Bev il aq ua becom i ng wea l thy men .
46

Boothby 1 s S.A. Al manack and Directory*for 1864.
However, he may have opened his store earlier
than 1864, *ful l tit l e is The Ade l a i de Almanack,
Town and Country Di rectory and Guide to South
Australia fo r 1864, by Josiah Boothby, Esq .
(Government Statist) .

a journey to Europe, cha r tering the vesse l
Lorenzen 11 to car r y the first shipment of
Austral ian Wattle ba r k to the Continent . He
left in March, 1865 and a r rived home in South
Australia in June, 1866, but unfortunately
there is no indication as to the success of
his ente r prise. It seems doubt f ul that he
received much of a response as the l arge scale
export i ng of Australian wattle bark d i d not
really commence unt il the l ate nineteenth centu r y.
When Carl Heuzen r oeder took over Carl Rathmann •s
old general store opposite the Travellers Rest
Hotel and turned it into a chemist •s shop i n
1865 Bevi l aqua lost his on l y competito r and was
thus Bl umberg•s main storekeeper until 1868 when
he sold the business to F . J . T. (•Fr i tz•) Pflaum.
11

I

At this stage he became manager of the old Reedy
Creek copper mine which had been reopened by an
English Company in 1867 , and smelters for the ore
were constructed at the Ol i venthal end of Blumberg
the fo l lowing year. However, the reviva l of the mine
did not last and it was c l osed down in 1869 due to
a l ack of return from the enterpr ise. Bevi laqua
seems to have remained i n the area and he appears
in the 1870 Almanack as res i ding at Bl umbe r g but no
occ upat ion is given for him . Accord i ng to Mrs .
E. M. Bevilaqua, whose l ate husband was a grandson
of F.M . H. Bev i laqua, F . M.H. went to Beachport in
the South-East in l ate 1870/early 1871 and h is
first daughter (and fourth chi l d) was born in
Rivo l i Bay in July, 1871. Some nine years later
we find that he was a shipping agent at Beachport
where he had a large building erected fo r him,
11
as a wool and grain store with off i ces on the
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LOCATION OF THE COPPER SMELTER WHICH WAS BUILT
AT OLIVENTHAL IN 1868

ground floor and living quarters above 11 ;47 this
building is now used as the National Trust 1 s
museum in the town. Bevilaqua sold the new store
house to a local sheep farmer in July, 1880, but
11
then leased the building and continued on in
his business as a shipping agent until surrendering
his lease in December, 1881 11 .48
It appears that Bevilaqua then went to Encounter
Bay near Victor Harbour where he bought a property
and turned to dairy farming with Continental
stock. As part of his new venture he became
involved in the establishment of a butter factory
in the area. By the mid-late 1890s, F.M . H.,
seizing the opportunities provided by the Western
Australian gold rush, was at Norsman n~ar Esperance
where he was attempting to set up a gold crushing
plant in conjunction with a Mr. Thompson of Bendigo,
Victoria. However, with the outbreak of the Boer
War in 1899, credit from English financiers dried
up and Bevi laqua was forced to abandon the plant.
He came back to South Australia and set up
~esidence at what is now Highgate where he built
a house (stil 1 standing) and also had a vineyard
as well. F.M.H. finally died i~ March, 1918
aged 83 at Glenelg after having 1 ived what can
only be described as an extraordinary 1 ife, having
been a storekeeper and postmaster, mine manager,
shipping agent, dairy farmer, miner again, and,
perhaps, vigneron in his latter years. This was
one man who did not immediately settle down, as
many German immigrants did, in one area and stay
there for most, if not all, of his 1 i fe. While
47, 48

National Trust pamphlet · on Beachport 1 s Old
Wool and Grain Store, now a local museum.

large numbers of German people (especially as most
came out as family groups) did indeed put down roots
in one locality soon after their arrival in the
colony and remained there for decades, if not
generations, there were others who were not quite
so stolid or unadventurous in their mode of
existence. There was a small but enterprising
minority who did not confine their occupations to
farming and/or rural trades but turned their
hands t o other ventures. Interestingly Blumberg
produced s.ix men who were not able for s uch
entrepreneurial behaviour;
they were Heinrich
Gerhard Rathjen (and his descendents), Johann
Gottlob Bluemel, Carl Christian Rathmann, Franz
Max Bevilaqua and the two Pflaum brothers (and
their families), and of these men four (Rathjen,
Bevilaqua and the Pflaum brothers) had come from
Schleswig-Holstein in the 1850s/1860s.
( 3)

B1umbe rg proper

During the first twelve or so years of settlement
in the Blumberg district, (1848 - 1860), the
population was quite fragmented and scattered
amongst several centres (Williamstown road area,
1
Francis 1 , Oliventhal) that could have grown
into the nucleus of a future township. It was
really only from the mid-1850s onwards that the
commercial heart of Blumberg began to develop
around the flour mi 11 (on section 6587 which also
had a wheelwright and blacksmith located on it as
early as 1853). This provided, along with the
new hotel opposite) a focus for activity that led
to further expansion in the 1860s. Also the main
road through Birdwood as we now know it was
surveyed in 1860, being part of an extension of
the north-easterly route from Adelaide to Stony
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Creek and Mount Pleasant.49 The creation of this
road, previously only a local track joining
'Francis' and 01 iventhal further accentuated
development around the mill/hotel area.
Closely associated with the growth of Blumberg
proper and responsible for the building of the
flour mill, was one Gottlob Bluemel who arrived
on the ship "Wappus" at the end of March, 1849 and
came to Blumberg later that year. "He was
naturalized on 11/8/1849 and settled on section
6595 for which he received the original grant on
2/4/1851" . 50 According to the 1853 Council assessment, he was occupying section 6586 (80 acres},
half of section 6587 (40 acres), and sections
6595 and 6596 (160 acres). In February, 1854
George Fife Angas sold sections 6587 and 6596 to
Johann Gottlob Blumel · for a total of £354, with
Angas maintaining mineral and other rights. This
was quite a substantial sum for those days and
49

50
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"In 1859 the main road from AdelaidJ came only
as far as Blumberg (Birdwood), but in the
following year work was begun on an extension
from Blumberg to Stony Creek, three or four
miles south of Mount Pleasant, and by 1865 a
main road ran from Stony Creek to Mount
Crawford through Mount Pleasant".
South Austral ian Archives Research Note No . 163,
"Notes on the History of the Mount Pleasant
District".
Torrens ValleS Historical Journal, No. 6,
December, 197, "Blumberg (Birdwood) -Early
settlement and history" by B. Arnold, pp. 3-8,
quotation given is on pp. 4-5.

indicates that Bluemel was a man of at least some
means. Bluemel must also have owned section 6586
by 1853 as he sold 3! acres of this land to the trustees
of the Blumberg Lutheran Church so that they could
build a new more substantial church for their
growing congregation .
Indeed, one interpretation of how Blumberg received
its name is that it was the same as that of
Bluemel's home town in Germany; "Bluemel was born
and raised in the township of Blumberg in the
province Bradenburg of the Prussian kingdom. The
government Gazette in December 1851 first mentions
the name Blumberg, with the en as it was probably
thought that the name was descriptive for flower
hill rather than a nostalgic association by a
settler to his old home town".51 Considering that
the name Blumenberg appears in a land grant as
early as May,--1850, only about a year or so since
Bluemel had come to the district, it may be that
the name was really descriptive after all . Nevertheless there is no doubt that Bluemel was one of
the major pioneers of the township of Blumberg.
As noted above Bluemel bought section 6587 from
G. F. Angas in February, 1854. In late March of
that year, he sold the eastern half of the section
to Johann Gottlieb Kloke, wheelwright, and Johann
Christian Handel, blacksmith, each man thereby
acqu1r1ng 19~ acres . On the very same day (24
March), Bluemel mortgaged all his remaining land
-(26% acres) to one "Bernhard Hochreuther ,
watchmaker of Adelaide"for £1,000 induding "the
mi 11 situate . ... together with the machinery gear
51

ibid, p . 5 .

and fittings now or hereafter to be in or about
the said mi 11 11 .52 As the mill is not mentioned
at all in the first council assessment of OctoberNovember 1853 but is referred to in the mortgage
agreement of March, 1854 it would seem that the
mill was built between the two dates. Considering
that the first flour mill would probably have
been a fairly rudimentary structure and that it
would be un l ike l y for Bluemel to want to build
52

Bluemel, however, paid back his mortgage
within 3 years, i . e. by February, 1857. He
then mortgaged it again to one Samuel White
for £1,600 the day after he paid back
Hochreuther. This second 11 loan 11 was
discharged in May, 1860. Interestingly, it
was in October, 1860 - some 5 months after he
paid back his mortgage to White - that Bluemel
decided to subdivide most of his land (section
6587), retaining only a small amount for
himself. The following January he disposed
of the mill to Frederick Smallacombe.
Bl ueme l continued to live in Blumberg ·after
selling his land and business interests and
he appears in both the 1868 and 1870 Almanacs
as a resident of the town, although no
occupation is given for h im. Some 14 years
later, the 1884 Directory lists one Mrs. Blume!,
as being a widow of Blumberg. Considering that
Bl uemel was a l ready 53 years of age when he
arrived in South Australia in 1849 (and therefore would have been 74 in 1870) it seems
probable that he spent his retirement years
in Blumberg and that the Mrs. Blume!
referred to above was indeed his widow.

such a thing as ami 11 on someone else's land, it
is possible perhaps that some sort of basic mi 11
was constructed in the period February-March, 1854.
Bluemel appears to have retained ownership of the
mill until January, 1861 when the land was
transferred to Frederick Smallacombe, miller of
Blumberg.53 Sma l lacombe then had the mi 11 until
October, 1862 when it passed to Wi l helm Graf,
mi l l er of Blumberg (N.B . Graf had been Blumberg ' s
postmaster unt i l 186 1)". He in turn kept it unti l
January, 1865 when Franz Max Heinrich Bevilaqua,
storekeeper of Bl~mberg took it over . However,
Bevilaqua sold it just over a month later to
11
William Beavis Randell of Kenton Park 11 • At this
stage his son, Samuel Randell was appointed manager
of the Blu~berg mill,5 4 the family having other
~
mills at Gumeracha, Tea Tree Gully and Eden Valley?J
After W.B. Randells death in 1876 the mi 11 went to
his son William Richard Randell of Gumeracha and
Thomas Taylor Vercoe, Minister of the Gospel,
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Information on ownership transfers obtained
from the Heritage Conservation Branch's file
on the Birdwood Mil l .
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Boothby's 1864 S . A. Al manackand Directory lists
Samuel Randell and Frederick Smallacombe as
mi llers of Blumberg. They may have been
leasing the mi 11 from Graf, who according to
l ands titles records, was the owner of the
mill in 1864.
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Notes deposited in the South Australian Archives
by William Char! ick Li mited.
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probably as executors of his estate. Then finally
on 15/6/1877 the mil 1 became the property of
11
Friedrich Jacob Theodor Pflaum and Heinrich
Adam Theodor Pf 1aum of B1umberg , mi 11 ers 11 •
Returning to the development of Blumberg proper
it appears that there was a lull in activity after
the building of the Napoleon Bonaparte Hotel in
1856 and the reconveyance of all Bluemel ' s land
to him after he paid back his .mortgage of £1000
in February, 1857. Perhaps this was because the
focus now shifted to the subdivision of Oliventhal,
Blumberg's residential satellite, in the period
December , 1857 to May, 1858 (see nextpage) . It
was not until 1860 that further subdivision of
section 6587 took place. In that year, Kloke ,
the blacksmith, and Hand~l, the wheelwright,
transferred portions of the eastern half of
section 6587 (as stated earlier they each owned
194 acres) to a mixed group of people. (See
Chapter 5, pp. 155-157). In October, 1860 the
western half of the section, owned by Bluemel was
surveyed and divided up into 9 blocks, Bluemel
retaining 3 of them and the rest being taken by
Frederick Smallacombe, Carl Kretschmer, Friedrick
Wilhelm Russack and Franz Bevilaqua. This subdivision was registered at the General Registry
Office as G.R.O. Plan . No. 48 (See map 12 p. 159) .
Five years later, in 1865 , the Almanack for that
year lists Bevilaqua as being a storekeeper at
Blumberg, Kretschmer as a blacksmith at Stony Creek ,
and a F. Smallacombe as a corn dealer at Mount .
Pleasant. Bluemel and Russack are riot mentioned . 56
56
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See footnote 49 . There seems to be no reason
for Bluemel's omission from the 1865 Directory
unless he was temporarily absent from the town .

Thus by 1860 there was a demand for land close to
the mill/hotel group on which to build or rent
commercial premises, which indicated the beginnings
of a definable township . The subdivision of
Oliventhal and Blumberg really followed a
trend
that had become evident by the mid-1850s
when in many respects Blumberg had already the
signs of an integrated community . By this t i me,
the community was served by two Lutheran churches,
two hotels, a flour mi 11 and several shops or
trade establishments . The second Lutheran Church
was built in the vicinity of the flour mil 1
following the 1853 split in Pastor Fritzsche's
Lobethal congregation but the new breakaway
congregation did not survive for any length of
time and the building was used to house the new
public school which opened in 186o.57 By 1860 most
of the 18 allotments of Oliventhal had been sold
and a subsidary settlement was arising there.
57

This was Blumberg's second licensed school, the
.previous one having only operated for about a
year in T858 . It had failed because of poor
attendance, a ver~ common problem at that time.
The second school also failed after a year
because of low student numbers, and after
reopening in 1863 with another teacher, this
third attempt too was unsuccessful, and the
school once again closed, this time at the end
of 1864. 11 Again no .school was conducted at
Blumberg (other than that of the Lutherans) for
a year . Better things were in store, and the
school was ~once more operating in 1866 with an
enrolment of forty-one. It was to remain open
continuously thereafter, except for a period
in 1875. 11
see G. Rathjen's Sources and Tributaries, p . 32.

(4)

Oliventhal

On 2 December, 1857 George Fife Angas sold the
eastern half of section 6594 to Johann Gottlieb
Linder, a farmer, and the western half to Johann
Carl Aberle, another Blumberg farmer. The
following March, Aberle sold a portion of his
land, some 12 acres, and in May, Lindner divided
his 38 acres into 8 blocks seven of which he
disposed of in that month.~8 All the purchasers of
allotments were Germans. Perhaps the attraction of
01 iventhal lay in the fact that there may have been
a demand for smaller · plots of land in the
district and the subdivision undertaken by Lindner
was the first opportunity to buy such 1 township 1
lots - lots large enough to build a residence and
to have some land left over for small-scale
farming. Certainly these blocks were not intended
for commercial development as those in the 1860
s~bdivisions of section 6587 (i.e. around the
mi 11/hotel area) were. Apart from a general
?tore and in later years, Gustave Berling 1 s paint
.shop and coach-building works, 01 iventhaT remained
a semi-rural residential subur~ of Blumberg.
In 1871, according to the census of that year,
Oliventhal had 77 people and 18 houses, while
Blumberg had 117 persons and 29 houses. Some 20
years later, the population figures for the two
settlements had hardly changed, but going forward
another decade, in 1901, Oliventhal had 120 people
and 25 houses, and Blumberg 219 people and 37
houses. These figures indicate that Oliventhal
was quite an important settlement area in its

own right, and while the Williamstown road and
Francis localities declined in significance over
the years, Oliventhal continued to be recognized
as a separate area until as late as World War I.
In fact, Oliventhal was o~ the 1 ist of enemy place
names to be changed under the 1917 Nomenclature
Act, being duely altered to · Olivedale.
It seems
that the name stayed in local usage until after (?)
World War I I when development caused Blumberg to
breach · the boundaries of the two settlements.
THE 1860s
Development around Blumberg continued and generally
continued in the District Counci 1 of Talunga
during the first half of the 1860s. Boothby 1 s S.A.
Almanackof 1865 listed 80 men as living in or
near Blumberg; of these 66 were recorded as being
farmers, 2 were millers (Edward Jay and Wilhelm
Graf), and there was one blacksmith (a Carl
Kertschmer at Stony Creek), one mason, (Ernest
Seilor also at Stony Creek}, one carpenter (Julius
Zobal), one butcher (Sander), one poundkeeper
(Deidrich Haveker), one licensed victualler
(E.J. Scupin), one chemist (Carl Heuzenroder), one
storekeeper (F. Bevilaqua), one hotel keeper
(Heinrich Jahn of the Napoleon Hotel), plus a
Lutheran pastor and two men whose occupations were
not given. Interestingly 19 men are shown as
residing at 11 Stony Creek, Blumberg 11 and they appear
to be predominantly German, however, this settlement
is outside the 4km study area and very little
appears to be known about it.59 ·
59

58

See Table 5, p.156 and Map 12, p. 159.

The area is in fact closer to Mount Pleasant
than it is to Birdwood.
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By the mid 1860s, Blumberg appears to have acquired
most of the essential services of the period .
After the main road from Adelaide reached Mount
Pleasant, in 1865, via Blumberg and Stony Creek,
people in these towns enjoyed a daily coach ser v ice
provided by William Rounsevell •s company. Coach
services may have commenced in the early 1860s
while the extension of the main road from Blumberg
to Mount Pleasant was sti 11 under construction60 as
an advertisement from Boothby 1 s 1864Almanack shows
Blumberg as being on the north-eastern 1 ine, with
the terminus of this route being located at Mount
Pleasant . The importance of the establishment of
a regular passenger service should not be underestimated for although the journeys were still long
and relatively e xpensive for the · average person,
nevertheless it played a crucial role in the
breaking down of the isolation of a community such
as Blumberg. Also in 1865 Blumberg petitioned
along with Mount Pleasant to be connected by
telegraph to Adelaide and partial success was
achieved when Mount Pleasant, but not Blumberg ,
received telegraphic faci 1 ities in January 1867. 61
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Back to Mount Pleasant Centenary Celebration,
March, 1947- Souvenir History , p. 9
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ln 1865 a petition was presented to Parliament
asking that the telegraph be extended from
Gumeracha to Mount fleasant, which was described
as a thriving and populous township , rapidly
rising in commercial importance . (P.P. No.
39 df 1865). In reporting on the matter the
Superintendent of Telegraphs recommended a new
branch line from Woodside to Mount Pleasant via
Mount Torrens, rather than an extension of the

Community progress was made as well during these
years. A public school was re-established in 1866
(there had been 3 other attempts before 1866 which
had al r failed after one year)62 and this time
proved to be a permanent fixture in the town. The
following year, the Church of St. Matthew, a
Catholic church and the only one in the Talunga
district, was dedicated on Sunday , 8 September,
1867. The land for the church had been donated by
Mrs. Mary 0 1 Dea of Mount Pleasant who had come to
South Australia from County Clare, Ireland with her
five sons and three daughters and, like a number of
other Irish emigrants, had taken up land in the
Talunga district . In the Register of Births,
Deaths and Marriages of Roman Catholics in the
District of Mount Barker 1848-1865,63 the first
mention of 11 Bloomberg•• occurs in 1855 with the
baptism of Catherine Murphy, daughter of Thadeus
Murphy and Bridget Ryan of 11 Bloomberg•• . In
subsequent years, there were a handful of other
baptisms and marriages at Blumberg revealing a
small but s trong Catholic element in the community.

existing line from Gumeracha .... the branch line
from Woodside to Mount Pleasant was opened on
January 2 , 1867,. 1 S .A.A. Research Note 163.
Blumberg apparently did not get telegraph
faci 1 ities unti 1 1870 . (Bi rdwood Post OfficeHistorical Notes).

11

62

See footnote 54.
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Located in the Catholic Church Archives, West
Terrace .

Amongst all these high notes however was one that
was not quite so pleasant. Just over six months
before the Catholic Church was opened, the Blumberg
flour mill had burned down in February. The
supplement of The Adelaide Observer of Saturday,
23 February, 1867 reported the, 11 • • total destruction
of the Blumberg Steam Mills by fire 11 , and went on_
to describe that, 11 The floors one after another
gave way, and now nothing remained but the walls
and a mass of red-hot cinders 11 • At this time
Samuel Randell, 11 the managing partner in the firm
of Randell & Son 11 and who had 11 resided but a short
time 11 in Blumberg was directing the mill 1 s
operations. After the fire, the cause of which
was apparently never determined, he decided to have
the mi 11 rebu i 1t, on 1y it seems to find hi mse 1f in
financial difficultieG the following year when he
had to close it down. 4 According to the
Statistical Registers printed in the Parliamentary
Papers for various years there were 3 flour mills in
existence in the District Council of Talunga from
1859 to 1868, increasing to 4 in the period 1869 1872. However, according to Parliamentary Paper
No. 7 of 1871, 2 of the 4 flour mills in the
Talunga district were not working in the years 1869
and 1870, so it seems likely that the Blumberg mil 1
did in fact close down for a couple of years.
From what can be gathered there were only 4 flour
mills constructed in the District Council of
Talunga; one at Gumeracha that worked from
1848 until the 1880s, one at Mount Torrens, which
operated from 1853 unti 1 1928, one at Mount Pleasant
64

Research Notes on Birdwood Mill by
S.E. ·Schrapel, October, 1982.

which was apparently used from 1866 until it was
burnt down in the 1920s, and of course, the Blumberg
mi 11, which did not finally shut down unti 1 the
middle of this century.65 As there were already 3
steam flour mills in the District Counci 1 of
Talunga in the period 1859-61, before the Mount
Pleasant one had come into operation, perhaps
the fourth mill that was registered in 1879 was
the one at Mount Pleasant, although this seems
unlikely as Bailliere 1 s 1866 Gazette noted the
existence of a steam flour mill in the town.
If the mill did close in 1868, then this would
probably have been due to the 11 almost cg~plete
failure of the wheat crop in that year 11
resulting
from the pl~gue of red rust caused by a very wet
season. Apparently the mi 11 was to remain idle
unti 1 the Pflaum brothers leased it from Wi 11 iam
Beavis Randell in 1871 in order to power their new
wattle bark mill.
The late 1860s were not an easy time for either
the Blumberg area or the Talunga district in
general. After reaching a peak of 2,974 persons
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Parliamentary Paper No. SA of 1861 and No. 4 of
1862 for number of flour mills in district
counc i 1s 1859, 1860 and 1861 . ( 1859 is the
first year that the number of flour mills in
each counci 1 area are shown).
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G. Rathjen, Sources and Tributaries, p. 32
see also p. 38.
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in 1866, the District Council of Talunga
experienced a long, slow decline in population that
lasted until the 1890s, when the number of
residents started to pick up again. From 2,974
people in 1866 the population dropped to 1,883
persons in 1891 .6~ As well as this decline, the
number of acres under cultivation also (and
perhaps inevitably) started to drop dramatically
from 1861 onwards, somewhat earlier than the
beginning of the population loss. In 1861 there
were 14,287 acres under cultiVation, by 1866 t~is
had fallen to 11 ,243, in 1871 to 5,760 acres,6
and again the decline continued until into the
1890s, although it was not as . severe as in the
period between 1866-1871 when the amount of
land being farmed was effectively halved . Again
this five year period coincided with the height
of the red rust plagues, the 0pening up of new
lands in the mid-north and mallee, and the
consequent exodus of farming families from
established districts 1 ike Talunga.
Corresponding with this decline in the amount of
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Figures taken from census results for various
years. Censuses were held in South Australia
every 5 years from 1861-1881 and then every
decade from 1881-1901. After 1901 censuses
were conducted by the Commonwealth Government
and were held in 1911, 1921, 1933, 1947, 1954
and so on. See South Australian Archives
Research Note No. 662.
Figures taken from Agricultural and Livestock
Statistics printed in Parliamentary Papers.

land cultivated, and perhaps substantially
accounting for it, was a large drop in the area
planted with wheat, the main crop of the district
in the 1850s and 1860s. In 10 years, it went from
9,828 acres in 1861 to 2,513 acres in 1871.69
By contrast, Bailliere 1 s Gazetter and Road Guide
said in 1869 that Blumberg was, •• .. situated on the
upper part of the river Torrens , in an agricultural .
district, where wheat is extensively grown.
There is a steam flour mill in the township.••70
With the disasterous harvest in 1868, declining
yields as a result of continuous cropping without
the aid of artificial fertilizers such as superphosphate or even adequate crop rotation, (there
was often not enough land to undertake it
properly)~ and finally the surge towards the new
agricultural lands opened up in the early 1870s
after the Strangways Waste Lands Bi 11 was passed
in parliament in January, 1869, Bai 11 iere•s
description soon became redundant.
Following the passing of the Strangways Act,
farmers from established agricultural areas near
Adelaide quickly left to take up land in the newly
opened districts. Orie df the reasons they were so
eager to move was the smallness of many of the
holdings in the older and therefore more intensely
settled parts such as the Adelaide Hills. The
Talunga district would have been a fairly typical
69

70

Par!'iamentary Pape.r No. 87 of 1861 (Agriculture
and Livestock Statistics 1860-1861) and
Parliamentary Paper No.8 of 1871 (Agriculture
and Livestock Statistics for year ending 31
March, 1871).
Whitworth, R.P. Bailliere•s S.A. Gazetter and
Road Guide, 1866, p . 35.

example of the inability of small farmers to
expand, remembering of course that one reason for
this would have been the stranglehold the South
Australian Company maintained over the substantial
amount of freehold land it held in areas such as
this, land which it preferred to lease rather than
sell. Figures from 1867 show that of the 337
holdings in the District Council of Talunga, 243
were between 50 and 350 acres, and that there were
only 21 holdings of more than 350 acres.71 The
smallness of the holdings, combined with the
above problems and the fact that many of the
settlers families were growing up and would soon
be looking for land of their own, explain the
strong pull of seeking new, larger prop·e rties
elsewhere . This movement affected the German
settlers as much as anybody else. In the third
part (18 March , 1949) of the Mount Barker Courier's
11
A· Jewel Casket 11 series on 11 Birdwood- Old
Blumberg 11 , 'P.W. 1 writes that 11 Gottfield Ludwig and
F.riedrich Zadow- the latter two became pioneer
settlers on the Murray flats • ... Johann and .
Friedrich Kowald (pioneers under .George Fife ··
Angas) launched out later clearing and cultivating
lands on the Murray Flats near Palmer. 11 72 The
Murray Flats proved to be an attractive area for
those Germans who did not wish to move too far
afield. The Observer of 3 October, 1868 noted
in an article discussing the Reedy Creek mine
·which had been reopened under the supervision
of F.M.H. Bevilaqua of Blumberg that,
71

see footnote 68.
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Birdwood- Old Blumberg 11 , Mount Barker Courier,
28 Apri 1, 1949, p. 6d.

11

Quantities of copper ore are now finding their
way from this hitherto forsaken mine , and being
carted to the Blumberg Smelting Works recently
erected. It is hoped by a 11 wishers for the
advancement of the colony that those interested
in this project may be successful. The smelting
operations have been conducted, on grounds of
economy, at Blumberg instead of Reedy Creek,
owing to the scarcity of wood at the latter
place. The old (referring to 1845 special survey)
survey has been let by the Company (an English
one) to a large body of our German cousins, and
a township is cha i ned out, so that the country
almost closes up to Mannum will be, and in fact
is ·now, under the operation of the plough 11 .73
Some six months later, the same paper had this to
say of the new district :
This being an entirely new farming district 11 ,
writes a correspondent from Palmer, near Reedy
Creek Mines, on Apri 1 12, 11 anyone would be
surprised to see the large extent of the socalled Murray Flats which is already turned
into use for agricultural purposes. It is
not twelve months since the land was surveyed
and the farmers made their f i rst start. Farmhouses are springing up like mushrooms, and
after a little more rain there will be a
splendid view presented to those coming down the
hi 11, on the road to Palmer . . . . There are
nearly 200 men wor~ing at Reedy Creek Mine,
11

73

The Observer, 30 October, 1868, p. 6g .
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a mile from the township, . .• The traffic to
Mannum is increasing, and day after day stray
teams pass loaded with goods for the river
streamers. The road from Adelaide to Hannum is
finished to within a few miles, .• . 11 74
Less than a month later, on 5 June, 1869, The
Observer published a long article on 11 Reedy
Creek and its neighbourhood 11 which stated that:
Those who have been in the habit of speaking
disparagingly of the Murray Flats, of its hungry
heartless soil, and the irregular rainfall, will
scarcely be prepared to hear that last season a
field of wheat there yielded twenty bushels to the
acre. It is only within the last two years that
the English Company have thought of devoting any
portion of their special survey to farming
purposes. The suggestion that they should do so
proceeded from Mr . Bevilaqua, through whom,
with the concurrance of Mr. S. Davenport ~ the
colonial agent, tenants have been found for
something like 10,000 acres. The number of
settlers, resident or non-resident, exceeds a
hundred, . . . . . . • , Mr. Bevi laqua ·has obtained
permission to lay out nearly 200 acres in small
garden blocks for the use of miners . • . . We left
the gully .. and returned to Blumberg,
Before closing this acco~nt it will be necessary
to give a short notice 6f the smelting works
standing near the main road, a mile or two to the
eastward of the township just named. They are
in rather a rough state as yet, but for all that

have well served the purpose of reducing the lower
quality ore, which would scarcely be worth .carting
to the Port. There are two furnaces, by means
of which 50 tons of ore can be smelted weekly;
and it is in contemplation to erect four others
which is estimated will obviate the necessity of
sending any ore to the Port to be smelted. The
two furnaces are protected by a galvanized iron
roof, and are connected with a chimney-stack
50 feet in height. 11 75

11

74
' 89

The Opserver, 17 Apri 1, 1869, p. 6b.

The above extracts reflect the impact two
important events linked together in many ways by
the actions of one man, F.M.H. Bevilaqua of
Blumberg, but also forming part of a larger
scenario. The first event is the opening up of
the Murray Flats to agricultural settlement,
undertaken by quite a large proportion of German
settlers (including former Blumbergians) so
much so that George Sutherland could say in his
1890 article 11 The German Villages of South
Australia 11 that, 11 From Lobethal, Hahndorf and
Blumberg, right along to the Lower Murray, the
population consists, to a very large extent of
Germans.••76 Bevi laqua must have exerted a fair
degree of influence to persuade the Company he
worked for to sell and/or lease such a large
amount of land to 11 their German cousins 11 , and
this was perhaps partly due to his unusual
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The Observer, 5 June, 1869, pp lOg; lla, b

76

The German Villages of South Australia by George
Sutherland in The Centennial Magazine, Vol.2,
No. 10, May, 1898,. pp. 737-742.
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background which would have carried some weight
with his English employers.
The other important occurrence was the building
of the smelters at Blumberg as part of the
redevelopment of the Reedy Creek mine. This
foreshadowed a resurgance of interest in mining
which really took off when gold was discovered
in the Mount Pleasant area only a year later in
1869. It was in 1870 however that the gold rush
in the Talunga district began in earnest when a
German farmer, one Wilhem Russack discovered
gold-bearing quartz on his land (••located about
halfway between Blumberg and Mt. Pleasane•)77
while clearing it of stones prior to ploughing.
Apparently, 11 the find resulted in ..... the news
becoming known in Adelaide, the rush from the city
became immense, so great in fact that police
protectiQn had to be secured to guard the
finds••.7ti As a consequence of the find the
German Reef Quartz Mining Company was set up, and
••work was commenced on a large scale with machinery
and a battery being installed. Narrowing of the
reefs at depth caused the mine to be abandoned in
1871 .. ••79
Thus, in the late 1860s the Talunga district, and
Blumberg, was experiencing two contradictory
77

Royce Wells, The Birdwood Goldfields,
Birdwood Mi 11 Museum Study Guide 8, p. 2.
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forces; one was an outflow of people leaving
to establish themselves in new farming areas in
South Australia or even interstate. An example
of these were the new German settlers of the
Murray Flats, some of whom came from Blumberg,
as well as other established German communities.
The second force was the pull of mining which,
during an economic recession as the late 1860s
were for South Australia,80 brought in many
miners and the impact ·of the short-lived mining
boom, from about 1868 to about 1873, as much as
any other town, and in fact an impression of
life at that time can be gained from the following
quotation:
in the early years of my residence here
(H.A.T. Plaum talking about Birdwood after his
arrival in 1869 and therefore the begi nn ing
of the mining boom), with three hotels, two
wineshops, bushmen, lawyers, miners, and
landowners, life was rough and ready: too much
drink. I attribute it to the influence of
church and school and a better home life that
the conditions now at Birdwood are improved, the
social standard risen to a higher t~ne and the
town safe and pleasant to live in••. 1
·~hen

80

••From the •si xties to the early •eighties
there was a period of general prosperity in
South Australia, broken by the depression of
1867-1872, when copper prices and wheat yields
were l ow••. Charles Fenner, South Australia,
A Geographical Study, p. 138.
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11

Birdwood-Old Blumberg••, Mount Barker
Courier, 17 March, 1949, p. Sa.

We 11 s, op. cit. , p. 2.

Birdwood- Old Blumberg••, Mount Barker Courier,
28 Apri 1, 1949, p. 6c.
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After the gold discovery of 1870, 11 The Bismark 11
Hotel was opened in Blumberg and for a time, in
fact until 1874 the small township boasted three
hotels. By then, howeve r, the workings had
petered out, the economic situation improved,
and presumably most of the undes\rable element had
gone. Even the Blumberg smelters were no longer
being used, the experiment of reopening the Reedy
Creek mine having failed, and by the early 1 70s F .M.
Bev i Jaqua had moved to Beachport in the South-east
where he became a shipping agent. In 1874 the
1 icencees of two of the hotels, the Travellers
Rest and the Bismark, had their applications for
renewa l refused, leaving the Napoleon Buonaparte ' to
function as the sole hotel in Blumberg. Things
really did quieten down!
In the year that our period ends however , the town
was sti ll in the full throes of mining fever ~
In 1871 an alluvial gold field was discovered on
the eastern outskirts of Blumberg on Patrick Hynes 1
land, Hynes being a prominent local landowner and
builder.82 Th is area attracted a great deal of
82

Patrick Hynes arrived in Adelaide on the ship
Frenchman 11 in September, 1858 at the age of
24. He was 1 isted as a 11 farm labourer 11 and
came from County Clare in Ireland, as many
other Irish emigrants to South Australia did.
As Hynes appears in Boothby 1 s 1864 S.A.
Almanacika.nd Directory as being a farmer at
Stony Creek, Blumberg , and his third son (John
Henry) was born there in March of that year,*
it would seem that he settled in the district
sometime between late 1858 and early 1864.
When he died in May, 1905 , at age 72 he was a
11
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attention as did the section of land near the
cemetery on Cromer Road, but with the primitive
technology of the time and the fall in mineral
prices throughout the world in the 1870 s,
neither alluvial nor reef mining proved very
profitable in the long run and was thus abandoned.
It was not until the 1890s with the perfection of
cyanide batteries (as opposed to the earlier
ones which used mercury only) that the efficiency
of treating ore improved dramatically. The new
technology of the 1 90s also made treating low
grade ore viable and, in some cases, led to the
retreating of discarded tailings from earlier
years as we 11 .
Apart ~rom the excitement, and activity of this
mining boom, it is hard to evaluate whether the
discovery of gold affected the development of
the town in other ways. At the very least, it
was the first of several phases of mining fever
in the area, the other two occurring during the
depressions of the 1890s and 1930s. However, the
late 1860s/early 1870s saw several other important
changes taking place in the district and at
Blumberg in particular, that together with the
mining boom breathed a new spirit of 1 ife into
the town and accelerated its social and economic
development in the next period, 1872-1914 . One of
these was the arrival of the Pflaum brothers
wealthy and respected member of the Blumberg
community.
*A History of Gumeracha and District , 1839-1939,
J . E . Mo n f r i e s ( Ed . ) p . 10 3 .

(Friedrich Jacob Theodor, 1 Fritz 1 , in 1868, and
Heinrich Adolph Theodore, 1 Theo•, in 1869), who
were to provide a major source of commercial and
social leadership in the town during the next
period, and for most of the one after that too,
indeed well into the 1920s and 1 30s. In fact,
for over half-a-century the Pflaum brothers and
their families dominated the life of Blumberg
and particularly Theo, who died at the grand
old age of 96 in 1941, was universally recognized
as the genial patriach of the town.
By 1870 Blumberg appears to have attracted some
more small businesses and trades if Boothby 1 s
Almanack of that year is any guide. Compared to
the almanack of five years previously, · there were
still the same number of farmers in the area,
(65 in 1870 compared . to 66 in 1865), b~t there were
now 3 blacksmiths in the town instead of l at Stony
Creek, 3 shoemakers instead of none, 2 wheelwrights,
again instead of none, 2 storekeepers, 2 teachers,
~carpenter, chemist, butcher and wineshop, as well
as a licensed victualler, publican and Lu~heran
pastor. Though the almanacks were far from b'e ing
completely accurate they do give an indication of
the various trades and occupations followed in
communities such as Blumberg at certain times,
particularly in the periods 1864-1871, and 1883
to the early 1900s, when their information was
most detailed.
The following year, a census was conducted in South
Australia and this showed that Blumberg had a
combined population (that is Blumberg proper · and
Oliventhal taken together) of 194 people and 47
houses, Forreston 74 people, Mount Tqrrens 187,
Gumeracha 218, and Mount Pleasant 336 people,

revealing that, in terms of population at least,
Blumberg was on a par with two of its three
nearest neighbours.
Overall then, the year l87J was a high point in
Blumberg•s history with the gold rush and the
opening of the wattle bark mill overshadowing
changes in agriculture and the loss of some of
the older settlers who had left in search of
greener pastures.
H.A.T. Pflaum•s quotations on
page 90 reveal that the town was still in a
somewhat rough and ready stage of development,
but the next period was to see a substantial change
in the town, and particularly the years up to World
War l were in many ways a 11 Golden Age 11 for Blumberg,
as they were for other Hills towns, until the onset
of the Great War destroyed the lingering isolation
of these communities and ushered in the Twentieth
Century.

BI RrMOOD SURVEY: TAB!.£ 3
CENSUS OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA - APRIL) 1871
Birthplaces of Inhabitants (District Council of Talunga)
SA

M 776
F 853

Tb29

Eng.&
Wales
321
273

m

Scot. Ireland
52
57
109

65
91

156

Other
Germ.
Brit.
Possess.
13
14

161
147

27

308

Others

10
4

IT

Total

l, 398
l ,439
2,S37

Parliamentary Paper No. 9(V) of 1872(p. 135)
April 1871 Census.
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A SELECTION OF ADVERTISEMENTS FROM
THE GUMERACHA AND NORTH-EASTERN ADVERTISER, A WEEKLY JOURNAL OF NEWS, POLITICS AND LITERATURE

NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE HOTEL, BLUMBERG

Friday, 17 March, 1871, page 1

By G. A. SCHUETZE
This old established and favorite HOTEL offers
every accomodation of the best character to Visitors
to the District.

BISMARK HOTEL, BLUMBERG
RUDOLPH WILKIE begs to inform his Friends and the
Public generally, that having opened the above
First-class Premises as an HOTEL, he is prepared
to offer them the best accommodation in al 1 branches
Good Wines Ales, and Spirits
Commodious Stab! ing
RUDOLPH WILKIE*
*First advertised in 20 January, 1871 issue.

FOR SALE- The unexpired Lease of the BISMARK HOTEL
Blumberg, having nearly SIX Years to run. Rental,
L1 per week. This Hotel situated in the very
centre of the Gold-Fields, is quite new, and doing
an extensive cash trade.
The present proprietor having determined to retire
from business the Lease will be Sold a Bargain.
THOMAS HUTCHENS,
Auctioneer, Woodside.
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Wines, Ales, and Spirits of Choicest Quality
Good and Commodious Stabling

FOR SALE- The well-known premises known as
DESCOVISH'S, situated at the junction of the
Mount Pleasant and Mount Torrens roads, comprising
Wine Shop, Nine-roomed Dwelling House, Cellar,
Stabling for 16 horses, Out-buildings, and One and
a quarter acre of Land.
The premise being so advantageously situated on the
Main North Eastern Road afford a splendid stand for
a Public House.
Apply to-1. DESCOVISH, on the premises.

BARK,

BARK,
BARK,
HENRY HEWISH
wi 11 give the Highest Price for

G0 0 D

DRY

WA T T L E

BA RK ,

delivered at the
DISTRICT HOTEL, GUMERACHA
Terms of payment--Cash on de l ivery.

BARK,

BIRDWOOD SURVEY:

AN EARLY BooTMAKER's SHoP, SHANNON STREET (PART SECTION 6587)
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CHAPTER FOUR

Social and economic development,

1872- 1939
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PART ONE: 1872-1914
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
During the period 1872-1914 Blumberg enjoyed more
than 40 years of steady social and economic
propress, · seemingly unaffected by the outflow of
many farmers in the Talunga district in the late
1860s and early 1870s, and then by the severe
depression of the late 1880s and 1890s in South
Australia. The first cr1s1s seems to have been
overcome with the help of the mining boom of the
early '70s which stimulated business in the township (for instance, a third hotel 11 The Bismark 11 , was
operating between 1870 and 1874), and the swing
towards new primary industries such as sheep raising
and wattle bark stripping on land that had been
previously used for wheat growing. The late nineteenth century witnessed the rise of modern mixed
farming with dairying, fruit growing for export,
the use of wheat crops for hay rather than grain,
and other developments which changed the rural
landscape. During the depression years of the late
1880s/1890s, the worst edge was cushioned by the
general productivity and relative affluence of the
Hills towns as a whole and also by another mining
revival in the Talunga area, this time on a more
substantial scale as illustrated by the establishment of the Mount Torrens Cyanide Works in 1894.1
Reflecting this · progress several public and
commercial buildings wer,e constructed or added to
in the years up to and including the turn of the
century. After the opening of St. Matthew's
Catholic Church in September, 1867, the next
The Mount Torrens Cyanide works were erected in
1892-93 (see Appendix D ) and officially opened
in late Apri 1, 1894. Mount Barker Courier,
27 Apri 1, 1894, p. 2 & 4 May, 1894, p. 3.
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~ublic building to be constructed was the
Blumberg School in 1877 (it wa s finished early the
following year), the contractor being one· Patrick
Hynes. · Hynes was a wel 1 known landowner and one
could say · businessman · of Blumberg who had been in
the area since about 1864.2 Hynes also built the
new Blumberg Post Office in 1885 following l ocal
agitation to the government for another building to
house the service.3 Also in 1885 the Blumberg

2

See chapter three Early history and development
of Blumberg, footnote 82, and G. Rathjen1s
Sources and Tributaries, p. 41. Hynes tender
for the building of the schoolhouse was £ 1,50 0 .
He was also successful in tendering for the
Mt. Pleasant school at the same time. In his
obituary in The Observer of 20 May, 1905 (page
20c) it was written that, 11 He was a senior
partn er of the firm of Hynes & Haynes (sic), who
carried out successfully many Government
contracts, including several main roads and
bridges, and a portion of the trunk railway to
the north 11 •

3

The Mount Barker Courier of 26 June, 1908,
celebrating the 'promotion' of the then post master, Mr. C.A. Neumann, to Port Ell iott,
recollected that, 11 about 1885, when (an)
agitation wa s raised for a new post and telegraph office. The post office up to that time
was conducted by Messrs. F. Pflaum & Co. in
their store. The result of the agitation was
that the request was granted. Th~ present
commodius office and dwelling were built, wi th
Mr. C.A. Neumann installed as post and telegraph
master, a position which he had held ever since,
mak ing in all 34 years of public ser vice at
Blumberg 11 •

Institute, consisting of a hall and 3 rooms was
officially opened by R. Homburg M.P. in May that
year.4 The contractor for the building had been
Conrad Sturm, another prominent resident of
Blumberg. According to his obituary, Sturm was a
noted carpenter and cabinetmaker who was responsible
for building 11 many of the neat and commodious
dwe 11 i ngs 11 in the town. 5 St i 11 in the mi d-1880s,
the Blumberg Catholic Church was finally dedicated
in August, 1884, after a chancel was erected,6 and
from January, 1885 it had its own resident priest.
Ten years later, in 1895, the District of Birdwood,
together with a portion of the Parish of Kapunda,
was formed into a new parish of which Blumberg
was the centre. Then, in 1899, a rather substantial
Catholic manse was completed in the vicinity of the
4

The foundation stone was laid on 13 March, 1884
and the Institute was formally opened on 1 May,
1885. See Mount Barker Courier, 21 March, 1884
and 1 May, 1885, pp. 2-3 & 2 respectively.

5

Extract from the obituary of Conrad Sturm in
The Mount Barker Courier, 31 May, 1907, p. 2.
(Sturm died on 24 May).
See also The Cyclopedia of South Australia,
Vol. II, p. 779. Sturm 11was born at Adelaide
in 1851, and is a son of the late Mr. Johann
Sturm, a pioneer of the Province, who arrived
in South Australia in 1848 ... (he) served his
apprenticeship to the carpentering and
cabinetmaking trade ... came to Blumberg, and
established himself in business in this
district in .. 1873••.

6

It was dedicated by Bishop Reynolds on 24
August, 1884.

church.?
Meanwhile changes had occurred in the other
religous denominations . In 1882, Blumberg•s first
resident Lutheran pastor, and one of the original
graduates of the Lobethal College, Carl August
Hensel died after a long i 1 lness. He was replaced
by Pastor H. Harms who served the congregation
unti 1 1919. In a sense the' death of Pastor Hensel
symbolized the •end of an era• for the Blumberg
Lutheran Church. However, if it was the end of an
era for the Lutheran Church it was the beginning
of one for the Baptist congregation at Blumberg.
Apparently in 1886, ••extension work was
considered by the Gumeracha Baptist Church, and a
Sunday School was started at Blumberg. Also
once a month the pastor conducted a Gospel
Service.••B Part of the Incentive for
establishing a brancW of the Church at Blumberg
would have been the influence of Theodor Pflaum
who had been a member of the Gumeracha church
since at least 1877, when he was made Secretary
to the Salem Chapel. But the re was ·also
a genuine desire for regular Baptist services.
7

Mount Barker Courier, 23 December, 1898, p.3.
11
The manse which is being erected for the Rev.
Father Ryan is almost finished, and when
completed the building wi l l be quite an
acquisition to our pretty little township••.

8

Torrens Valley Historical Journal, No.8, June,
1979' p. 23.
see also 11Historical Notes of Gumeracha (Salem)
Baptist Church, 1843-1946 1 1 by J.B. Randell in
above issue, pp. 8-17.
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During the period (.1885-1895} in Rev. J.H.
Sexton's time, a second Sunday evening Service
commenced, this became very popular, and during
the Pastorate of Rev. J . E. Henderson (1895-1905)
a weekly Service was inaugurated: this attracted
good congregations . . . . A decisi9n was reached
to form a separate . Baptist Church at Blumberg
and on lOth January 1911 it was formed by the
transfer of 19 Members from the Gumeracha (Salem)
Church, 3 Members from other Churches, and 3 young
people who had recently been baptised at Gumeracha,
making a total of 25. 11 9 The Blumberg Baptist
Church thus formed was to continue until December,
1929 when it became the Birdwood United Church.
11

After the opening of the lnsti.tute in May, 1885,
a gala occasion for the town, there was a lapse
in building for some years until the construction
of the Catholic manse was undertaken in 1898/99.
An institute for Blumberg was first considered at
a public meeting held at the Napoleon Bonaparte
Hotel on 21 April, 1883, the result of which was ·
that a committee was formed to raise subscriptions
for a building. Also, ''As the Talunga District
Counci 1 have long intended to build a Council
Chamber at Blumberg in consequence of the
inconvenience of having to meet at the hotel,
a deputation was appointed to wait on the Council
at its next meeting, and request their cooperation
in securing the erection of an Institute building,
and of whl"ch they might have the use as a Council
Chamber''. 0

It is Jnteresting to note that Blumberg gained its
Institute .in the same year as Lobethal did, more
than twenty years after the neighbouring towns of
Gumeracha, Mount Pleasant and Mount Torrens
established theirs, (in 1861, 1863 and 1864
respectively). 12 Perhaps in the early years of
the German townships' existence the Lutheran church
and the German newspapers of the day were the main
disseminators of knowledge and with the language
problems that many of the inhabitants would have
had, there was no purpose or requirement for an
Institute filled with largely English books and
magazines. It was an indication of a certain
degree of integration · or even perhaps
'sophistication' that the demand for an Institute
was felt in both Lobethal and Blumberg in the early
1880s. At the very least it showed that some of the
isolation of these rural German communities,
partly self-imposed, partly inevitable due to being
a minority culture in a very Anglo-Saxon society,

9

ibid, no. 13, December, 1980, p. 8.

11

Newspaper references as given in footnote 4.

10

Mount Barker Courier, 27 Apri 1, 1883, p. 2.

12

South Australian Institutes Journal, 24 April,
1906. 11 lnstitute Statistics 11 , pp. 183 and 184.
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The request was unsuccessful and in the same year
the Blumberg Institute was completed, the
boundaries of the District Counci 1 of Talunga were
altered (the Mount Pleasant area being lost when
it was incorporated into a district council of the
same name) and the meetings of the council were
shifted to Gumeracha, which was now at the centre
of the Talunga District. On 13 March, 1884 the
foundation stone of the Institute was laid and the
government of the day gave a subsidy of £300
towards the cost of the buildings, which by the time
of its completion, including furniture and fittings
cost £846-10-0.11

was at last disappearing. By 1906, the year in
which a hall was added to the existing building,
the Blumberg Institute had a membership of 130
(the town had a population of about 330} and 820
volumes in the library. By contrast, Lobethal
and Mount Pleasant only had 42 members each~ 13
Towards the end of the century, the residents of
Blumberg felt that they needed more room in the
Institute, functioning as it had done, 11 For over
20 years ... as Town Hal 1, theatre, church, and
Sunday-school••.l4 A fund was started, and, ••on
Wednesday, March 14, (1906), the foundation-stone
of the new hall, which will measure 60 by 40ft .
.. have a stage 40 by 13t ft., a kauri floor, and
be built of bluestone with brick dressings, was
laid by Mr. Pflaum, M.P. in the presence of a
large and representative gathering of residents
of the district. . .. It was appropriate that
Mr. Pflaum should have been requested to perform
the auspicious ceremony, because he was the first
Secretary of the lnstitute••.l5 The kauri floor
was especially laid, 11with a view to danc.ing
and skating••- times had changed. the more sob"er
habits of earlier years~ 16 The town boasted that
it now had, 11 the largest institute in the Murray
District••, and that, ••as a whole it is safe to
say that no Institute building in the State is
more completely equipped than that of Blumberg••.l7
The proud sentiments expressed about the Institute
13

seemed to reflect the confidence of the town at
this point in time, a town which had grown from
194 residents and 47 houses (77 of these 194
people were classified as 1 iving at 1 10rleaventhal 11 )
in 1871 to 329 people and 62 houses (120 persons
and 25 houses at Oliventhal) in 1901.18 This
confidence however was severely challenged by the
First World War which brought about a real break
in the social development of the town fo r a number
of years, and which in some ways caused it to
withdraw into it self unti 1 better times came again.
Transeort and Communication
The 1890s and early 1900s saw advances in transport
and communication, in the field of education for
Blumberg children, and in the social and political
careers of the Pflaum brothers, particularly
1
Fritz 1 , who was elected to Parliament. Taking
the former, we find that in 1909 and 1910 two
events of importance to Blumberg took place. One
was that, i n 1909, Messrs. Hi 11 and Company, the
owners of the major coaching service in South
Australia at that time, decided that instead of
changing their horse teams at Gumeracha as they
had done for many years, they would now do this
at Bl umberg. 19 They therefore erected some new
stables in the town, which were to be used until
the service was discontinued in 1920. It wou ld
seem that coaching perhaps played an even more
vital part in the life of the Hills towns from the

As footnote 12.

14 and 15

ibid, 24 March, 1906, p. 157.

16 and 17

ibid, 24 July, 1906, p. 232.

18

Taken from census results in 1871 and 1901.

19

Mount Barker Courier 12 March, 1909 and 17
September, 1909. See also A History
Gumeracha and District, 1839-1939, J .E . Monfries
(Ed.) , p. 167.
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1870s onwards , when there were two coaches a day
on the Adelaide-Gumeracha-Mount Pleasant route
(and probably on other routes as well). 11 From 1861
to 1874 there was only one coach a day to
Gumeracha, but from the latter year until June 12,
1920, two ran daily, and these were generally
known as the 11 morning 11 and 11 afternoon 11 coaches 11 .20
By this time too, the fares were relatively less
expensive than they had been in the 1860s . The
coaches and stable provided work for trades 1 ike
blacksmiths, saddlers and others as well as being
an outlet for hay and chaff, 11 carting and work in
chaffcutting, .. was profitable for a number of
years until horses were replaced by petrol
motor t r a f f i c 11 • 2 1
In late 1910 a manual telephone exchange was
opened at Blumberg, there being two subscriber
1 ines (one to F. Pflaum and Co. at the mi II and
another to the Napolean Bonaparte Hotel} and one
pub! ic telephone.22 This was quite an advance
which had to suffice unti 1 an automatic exchange
was brought into operation in 1935.
Education
With regard to education, the Blumberg Public
School had steadily grown in size after the new
school building had opened in 1878. By the turn
20

A History Gumerach~ and District, 1839-1939,
J.E . Monfries (Ed . ), p. 157 .

The reason for the attendance of such VIPs was
that Blumberg High School was opened only a
short time after the establishment of South

21

Birdwood-Old Blumberg, Mount Barker Courier,
17 March, 1949, p. 8c.

23

G. Rathjen, Sources and Tributaries, p. 57.

Birdwood Post Office- Historical Notes.

24

Mount Barker Courier, 11 December, 1908 , p. 3.

22
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of the century conditions were cramped and
uncomfortable and in February, 1902, 11 a
deputation of residents was introduced to · t he
Minister of Education at the Institute.
Mr. Haveker, then one of the oldest res i de nt s ,
pointed out to him that the thirty or fort y
students who had attended when the school was
built had increased to over 100, and as a resu l t
more room was needed . . . Later that year ad di tions
were made to the building and (teacher 1 s)
residence at a cost of £329, .. 11 • 23 Some yea rs
later, in 1907, the new Head Teacher of the
Blumberg Public School for med a 11 Sixth Clas s 11 on
his arrival in the town, and three of the fi ve
pupils in that year passed. The following yea r
the numbers of students increased dramat i call y
and in December, 1908, the Mount Ba r ker Cou r ie r
reported that members of the electoral distric t
of Murray had waited on the Premier in order to
ask him for the establishment of a conti nuat i on
school in Blumberg.24 Just over a month late r , on
29 January, 1909, the newspaper announced that
that the Education Department had decided t o
establish a Continuation Class at Blumberg, and
that the opening ceremony would take place on
that day. It would be attended by both the
Minister of Education (Hon. A.H. Peake) an d t he
Director of Education (Mr. A. Williams).

Austral ia 1 s first High School . (Adelaide High) in
1908. That Blumberg should be successful in
gaining such an institution so shortly after it
was created was due largely to the influence of
F.J.T. (Friedrich) Pflaum M.P. who had been
elected to the House of Assembly in 1902 as the
Independent Liberal Member for the District of
Murray, a seat he was to hold until 1915.
As R. Butler says in his Birdwood High School
history, 11 There seems little doubt that Friedrich
Pflaum must have engaged in some vigorous informal
lobbying of influential members in both Parliament
and the Education Department to secure a ' District
High School for his ·native Blumberg, only a few
months after the establishment of Adelaide High
School. Thoughts in the 1 halls of power 1 would
not naturally fly to quiet little communities
in the Torrens River Val ley to share in the first
fruits of an expensive exercise, along with the
much greater centres of mining and industry.
During 1909, ten other country High Schools were
opened, while the metropolitan area had to wait
until the following year for more to accompany
Adelaide High School 11 .25 Thus, Blumberg District
High School came into being, and was undoubtedly
regarded as both an asset and an achievement
by the town. It was to continue, producing a
future Rhodes Scholar, Dr. D.J.R. Sumner, unti 1 it
closed down on 31 January, 1917. At this stage
there were 15 scholars attending, and the teacher
was Mr. H.W. Nietz B.A., who like other teachers of
25

R. Butler, Birdwood High School, 1931-1981, p. 12.

26

The Southerner, The paper for the electoral
district of Murray, 9 August, 1905, p. 1 REPRESENTATIVE SOUTHERNERS, NO. 4, MR. F.J.T.
PFLAUM, M.P.

German or1g1n, may have been forced to resign his
position in the Education Department.
The Pflaum Brothers
Returning to the Pflaum brothers, it was during the
1890s and early 1900s that the two men gained
recognition for the leadership qualities they had
displayed so aptly in Blumberg since their arrival
in the late 1860s.
Friedrich Jacob Theodor Pflaum was born in ltzhoe~
Holstein in 1846, and migrated to South AustraliaL6
in September 1867 .perhaps because of the result of
the Danish-Prussian war of 1864. The brief war
was fought over the possession of SchleswigHolstein, ~olstein being 11 almost wholly German
and Schleswig partly so 11 .27 The Danes lost the
war and Schleswig-Holstein were ceded to the
German states. 11 By the Convention of Gastein of
1865, Holstein was administered by Austria and
Schleswig by Prussia. Complaints of anti-Prussian
agitation in Holstein were used by Bismark to
justify his war against Austria in 1866. By the
Treaty of Prague of August 1866 Schleswig-Holstein
was placed under Prussian rule. 11 28
After his arrival in Blumberg, 1 Fritz 1 Pflaum bought
F.M. Bevilaqua 1 s general store cum/post office
and from October, 1868 became the town 1 s new
Postmaster, a position he was to hold unti 1 April,
1879. From then until October~ 1885 his brother,
1
Theo 1 Pflaum, was Postmaster.L9 In July 1889,
27 and 28 A.W. Palmer, Penguin Dictionary of Modern
History, 1789-1945, p. 292.
29

Birdwood Post Office-Historical Notes.
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Fritz was elected as the councillor for the Blumberg
Ward in the District Council of Talunga and the
following July, (1890), he became Chairman of the
Council . However, he resigned as Chairman in the
beginning of March, 1891 to go on an overseas
business tour . In his absence ·Theo· filled the
position of Councillor for Blumberg, but in July,
1893 Fritz was re-elected to represent the ward, and
he did this until April, 1897. During this period,
he was Chairman of the Council from July, 1894 to
July, 1896.30 In 1397 he contested a seat for the
North-Eastern District in the Legislative Assembly
but was unsuccessful. (Interestingly it was in
1897 that · Fritz retired from the partnership of
F. Pflaum & Company). In 1902 however, 11 in
response to a largely signed requisition''31 he stood
as one of the Liberal candidates for the District of
Murray and was elected. He remained a member of
the House of Assembly unti 1 19.15 when he was not reelected probably because of anti-German feelings in
the electorate . During his time as a member in
parl lament, 11 He took great interest in closer
settlement with fixity of tenure . Education also
claimed his attention , and he was responsible for
additions to the schools at Birdwood, Tweedvale,
Springton, and other places. It was mainly owing
to his persistent efforts that the Bi 11 for the
construction of the Gorge Road (commenced in 1921)
was passed which he hoped might be a monument of
his life in Parl iament 11 .32
30

Information obtained from notes prepared by
R. Gi ]bert on the history of the Gumeracha
District Council.

31 and 32 Birdwood- A Delightful Hills Township ,
Past and Present, The Register, 29 June,
1926' p. 11.
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Thea (H.A.T.) Pflaum was born in 1850 in Denmark
and came to South Australia in 1869 to join his
brother in business. Within a few years of his
arrival he joined the Gumeracha Baptist Church in
which he was to take a leading role for many years,
and in 1905 he became Pre~ident of the South
Australian Baptist Union.j3 This was in contrast
to the German emigrants who joined the local
Lutheran or Catholic churches (at least in South
Australia). Later, he and his wife were among
the foundation members of the Blumberg Baptist
Church. Generally Thea was active in most of
Blumberg's social organizations, particularly the
Institute and the town's schoo 1s: 11 The Pf 1aum fami 1y
have at~ays provided school scholarships, and at one
stage five ·of these were available to school children.
Three were donated by T. Pflaum 11 .34 Thea served as

33

34

Torrens Valley Historical Journal, No . 8, June,
1979, p . 1~ . 'Thea' Pflaum apparently commenced
·a Sunday Schoo 1 in B1umbe rg for the Baptist
congregation there in 1887 (p. 17).
11

A History of the Pflaum Family 11 - Typewritten
notes (supplied by Mrs . Peake-Janes, Librarian,
Birdwood High School).
11
Six . . scholarships have been added, two by
Mrs . F. Pflaum and two others by the late
Mrs . . T. Pflaum, one by Mr. T. Pflaum , and two by
Lady Birdwood 11 • 11 Birdwood- A Delightful Hills
Township, Past and Present, The Register, 29 June,
1926' p. 11.
The above scholarships were given to students of
the Birdwood Higher Primary (later High) School
and they took effect from 1925 and 1926.

councillor for the Blumberg ward in his brother's
absence from April, 1891 to July, 1893 and then in
his own right from July, 1897 to July, 1911; he
was Chairman of the Talunga District Counci 1 from
July, 1905 to July, 1907.
The importance of the Pflaum brothers to Blumberg
can be gauged by this rather cryptic extract
from the Mount Barker Courier's "District Geography,
Lesson VI I" on 3 September, 1897;

"Q. -Travelling onward, what is the next place
of note? A. -Blumberg , sometimes called
Pflaumberg.
Q. -Why is it called Pflaumberg? A. -For
various reasons, one of which is that there is one
of the best equipped mills in the colony there,
owned by the brothers Pflaum."35
Some years earlier, in 1889, George Sutherland,
acting as a 'Special Correspondent' for the South
Austral ian newspapers of the day, wrote & series
of articles on Our Inheritance in the Hills . .· He
had this to say of Blumberg:
"Blumberg itself is a prettily situated village
lying on the left bank of the Torrens, embowered
among poplars, willows, and fruit trees. The
large three-storey mill , upon which a considerable
amount of money has recently been spent in the
introduction of very fine roller machinery,
affords a striking testimony to the faith of the
owner in the future agricultural progress of the
35

Mount Barker Courier, 3 September, 1897 p. 2
see Appendix A, Part 2 for the full article.

district. Having built up his fortunes from very
small beginnings in the neighbourhood he knows its
capacities perhaps as well as any one else. An
immense stack of wattle-bark is to be seen at the
mil 1, and the grinding machinery, which is of a
powerful description, is fully at work".36
Again, in an article by a Special Reporter on the
townships of the southern Mount Lofty Ranges which
was printed in The Adelaide Chronicle of 13
December, 1902, the importance of the Pflaum
Brothers to Blumberg is reiterated:
"Nearly all the business of the township is in the
hands of Messrs. F. Pflaum & Co . , who in addition
to . their storekeeping business, have a flour
mill, chaff mill and bark mill. The principal
industry around Blumberg is dairying. Nearly all
the people keep a few cows .. . During the past year,
good prices have been realised for all productsincluding wattle bark , hay, wheat and fat stock.
There is a steady advance being made by the township,
and several new houses have lately been erected.
The residents are almost all German and Irish, and
they have almost no migratory tendencies" . 37
To conclude this section on the social development
of Blumberg, 1872-1914, one should note the rising
tide of late nineteenth nationalism and the effect
it had on local communities such as Blumberg. This
was a time of rapid growth of nationalistic
feeling throughout Europe, including Great Britain,
36

George Sutherland, Our Inheritance in the
Hi 11 s, p. 34.

37

The Adelaide Chronicle, 13 December, 1902, p. 32.
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and the German-Australians of South- Australia were
caught between pride to their fatherland now
finally emerging as a strong, unified country,
their loyalty to the home of their birth,
Australia and the recognition of the fact that
they were' part of the British Empire. This
conflict of loyalty led many German-Austral ians to
give third preference in their feelings. to the
latter. That they had very strong emot1ons
regarding the fate of their original homeland and
that of their new one is in no doubt, but they
probably did not feel much commitment to.an
Empire of which most of them knew very l1ttle. As
Germans and as Australians the Empire and its fate,
so long as it did not directly affect them, was
really of no consequence. This state of mind led
to trouble from the time of the Boer War (18991902) onwards when for the first time support for
one side, in this case the Boers, automatically
meant opposition to Britain. Germany in just over
a quarter of a century had become a worlq po~er .
and was seeking an Empire of its own, an Emp1re 1f
not in size matching that of Britain, then at least
equal in status. In this situation then many
Germans ••could not hide their loyalty to the Reich••,
some 11 dismissed their German heritage and
'
sympathies
as a regretful but necessary j oss II , an d
••others, possibly the great majority, (were) ~orn
between opposing loyalties and fears, compromised
by dling nothing . Like '1 Brer Rabbit• they •Jay low•
to see what happened••.3 8
This diversity of attitudes was to characterize
38
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Charles A. Price, German Settlers in South
Australia, p. 29.

many German communities in South Australia during
World War I but even so some townships appeared
to have been affected by the war and anti~German
sentim~nt more than others. Blumberg for instance
seemed to have been less unsettled than Lobethal ,*
but this wil 1 be discussed later and developments
in commerce and aoriculture from 1872-1914 wi 11
now be examined.
COMMERCE, 1872-1914
The Pflaum brothers and the wattle bark industry
In 1871 (or 1873 according to some sources) the
Pflaum brothers rented the then disused Blumberg
flour mill from William Beavis Randel 1 and used it
to power a wattle bark mil 1 which they built
alongside the old mi 11 structure. The opening
of the bark mill proved to be a highly successful
venture, meeting as it did the needs of a
developing agricultural •sideline• in the Adelaide
Hills, and leading in turn to the reopening of the
flour mill sometime in the 1870s. The date that
the flour mill was put back into operation cannot
be substantiated at this stage but what is certain
is that the Pflaums did purchase the mill from the
estate of Wi 11 iam Beavis Randell who died at his
Kenton Park property in 1876 at the age of 78.
The date of the transfer of the mi 11 property
was June, 1877 and from the Statistical Register of
1877, (showing the returns of mills in operation
curing the year ended March 31, 1877), we see that
the Blumberg mill was being worked in _that year
with a total of 4 hands employed. At this stage
there was one flour mill working in each of the
*see Mr. V. Lee•s comments in Appendix A, Part 2.

Wattlebark stripped by Mr. A. Thiele on his farm near
Birdwood (C. 1920) The wattle tree from which the bark was
taken is lying in the background

A bundle of wat tlebark at F. Pflaum
& Co. Ltd. Wattle Bark Mi 11 (1928)
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towns of Gumeracha, Mount Torrens and Mount
Pleasant.39

many local residents, not only farmers, who gained
extra income during several months of the year
from wattle bark stripping, but also the town
itself which saw the establishment of several
small 'support' industries to the mills. As the
Register of 29 June, 1926 said in it s article on
"Birdwood, A Delightful Hills Town ship - Past and
Present":

Thus, by 1877 the Pflaums were working the
flour mi 11 as well as their wattle bark mill.
Ten years later, in 1887, they built their
modern four storey Peerless Roller Mi 11 which
continued in operation until the mid-twentieth
century (various dates are given for its
closure, 1948 being the most popular). By the
end of the nineteenth century the mill complex
included the wattle bark mi 11 (which worked unti 1
the early 1920s), the Peerless Roller Mi 11,
a chaff mill/hay shed, and a general store.

"The work of the mi 11 gave a great i mpu 1se to the
development of the township. Other industries
clustered around, such as coachbuilding, harness
making, and so forth. A noteworthy characteristic
of German township? is the number and variety of
small ·trades used as side lines. This arises from
the wise provision in their system of education
that every child, no matter what his s tation in

While not actually employing a great number of
people, the mill complex indirectly benefited
BIRDWOOD SURVEY:
39

TABLE 4

Parliamentary Paper No. 3 of 1877, No. 3 of 1885 and No. 3 of 1901. Pt. I I I Production. RETURN showing
the Number of Mills for Grinding and Dressing Grain in operation during the Year ended March 31st,
1877 , for the year ended March 31st , 1885 , and for the year· ended March 31st, 1901.
Loca 1 i ty

No. of Mi 11 s (Steam)

Total Horse Power

1377

1885

1901

1877

1885

1901

1877

1885

Blumberg

1;'<

1

1

12

14

60

3

3

Mount Pleasant

1

1

1

7

12

4

3

3

Mount Torren s

1

1

1

12

12

12

2

2

Gumeracha

1

- ;':;":

-

12

-

-

4

-

*The Pflaums bought the Blumberg Flour Mill in 1876
1<;'<Gume racha was not working from 1881 onwards.
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Pairs of Stones

Hands Employed
1877

1885

1901

14
rollers
3 & 1
ro 11 er
2 & 3
rollers

4

10

6

7

8

3

5

2

2

-

5

-

-

1901

life, mus t l earn some t r ade. This provides them to
a l arge extent, wi th an unfail i ng resource i n
times of unemployment".
Going back to the beginnings of the wattle
barkmi 11, we see t hat the Pf l aum brothe r s were
taking advantage of a n i ndustry that was j ust
beginning to emerge as significant. The stripping
of the bark of certain types of wattle trees for
use in the tanning of leather had been undertaken
for some time but i t was not unt i l t he 1880s
onwards that the ind us t ry began to draw serious
attention as a form of farming in its own right.
From then on articles and phamphlets by various
experts · sta r ted to appear on the sc i entific
aspects of t he cu ltivation of the watt l e . For.
example, i n 1884 a phamph let entit l ed 'Watt l e
Farming ' was wri tten by Dr. Schomburgk, director of
the Adelaide Botanic Gardens. Dr. Schomburgk
wr.o te:
"The cultivation of the watt l e fo r comme r cial
purposes had till now remained an undeveloped
·industry. Although a remunerative undertaking
no attention has been paid to its cultivation,
and consequently a direct source of wealth has
been neg l ec t ed throughout the colony . . . . as soon
as it is understood, (the cul tivation of the
wattle), the utilisation of many acres of private
l and, at present lying waste, for miles north,
south, and south-east of Adelaide, or which has
already been exhausted and rendered unfit fo r the
g rowth of cereals, will be effected by the
cultivat i on of the wa t t le, as i t grows readily in
almost any soi 1, and requires so little attention
as to make its genera l cultivation very profitable.
Another important point is that wattle-growing and
grazing can be comb i ned satisfactori l y. After the

f irst year, when the young trees in the plantation
have reached the height of from three to four
feet, sheep can be turned into the ~lantation
without injury to the young trees". 0
In the Talunga d i strict, particu l arly around the
Mount Torrens (and therefore Blumberg) area, where
much land previously devoted to g rowing wheat was
now fallow, the 'cultivation of the wattle' was
extensively practised. In many ways it must have
been a 'god send ' t o the farme r s of that time, and
the area soon became known for the quality of
its wattles. Mr . Albert Molineux in his 1894
Handbook for Farmers and Gardeners in Australia
stated that:
"The best watt l es grow in the Mount Torrens
district, which is open forest land, with a light,
almost sandy soil mixed wi th clay, and with clay
beneath. They thrive also on stoney land, with a
1 i ght so i 1.
Thick scrub grows ve;y poor samples of wattles.
The very best seed comes from the Mount Torrens
district 11 .41
One property noted for its production of wattle
bark was "Rondene 11 a", situated 3 mi 1es South
East of Mount Torrens, and owned by Leopold
Herrmann. He, along with Messrs . Kerber and
40

Dr. Schomburgk, Wattle Farming, pp. 3, 4 and 5.
The l ast sentence concerning the grazing of
sheep in young watt l e plantat i on was appa rent l y
disputed by sbme other 'authorities' . See
Wattle Cultivation as an Industry by 'Acacia' .
p.

6.

41 A. Mol ineux, Handbook for Farmers and
~rdeners, p. 61.
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Hartmann, were mentioned in a paper given at the
first Congress of the Agricultural · Bureau of
South Australia in March, 1890, as having produced
bark which had a tannic acid strength of over 55
per cent, apparently quite a striking result. 42
Interest in wattle bark stripping continued until
well into the twentieth century, the late '20s
in fact, despite increasing imports from South
Africa43 and the gradual introduction of superphosphates and s ubterranean clovers towards the
end of the nineteenth century which allowed the
land to be developed for dairying, beef cattle
and fat lamb raising.
In Volume I I of the Cyclopedia of South Australia
( 1909) , under the entry for B1umbe rg, is a
description of John Augustus Pontt J.P . of 11 The
Wattles 11 Pontt was 11 the eldest son of the late
Mr . Heinrich Nicholas Pontt, of Blumberg, formerly
of Hamburg, Germany, who came to South Australia in
1850 by the sailing vessel 11 Sophie 11 . . . in 1880 (he)
returned to Blumberg, where he resides upon an
e s tate to which he has given the approp f iate name
of 11 The Wattles 11 , and where, on an area of 1,300
acres, he pursues agriculture, sheep raising, and
the cultivation of wattles, meettng with
considerable encouragement in every department
of the business 11 .44 Pontt was a typical example ,
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The Agricultural B~reau of South Australia,
Firs t Congress held in Adelaide, March, 1890.

43

see Journal of Agriculture of S.A., November ,
1910, pp. 398-400, "The Wattle Bark Industry Protection Needed.

44

pp. 777 see also J.E.Monfries (Ed.) A History
of Gumeracha and District, 1839-1939, pp. 125-126.

if perhaps on a somewhat larger scale, of the way
wattle farming was integrated with other
agricultural pursuits.
The following description from The Mount Barker
Courier's series in 1949 on 11 Birdwood- Old
Blumberg 11 describes the early history of the Pflaum's
wattle bark mil 1:
ln 1871 a new industry was brought with fuller
1ife in wattle bark, for which industry F. Pflaum
& Co. erected a bark mi 11, grinding the bark for
tanners' use in leather tanning. This firm
secured the right (by lump purchase) of stripping,
and carting the wattle bark to the Blumberg mill,
not only from about the immediate neighborhood,
but also from the large squatters' runs. Among
such were the Hon. John Baker's 11 Tarlinga 11 station
of 26,000 acres (for 4 years); Hon. Joseph
Gilbert's 11 Pewsey Vale 11 station of similar extent
(for a number of years) and also from other areas
at Flaxman's Valley and beyond Angaston, in fact
from wherever good wattle trees could be found.
This industry gave a good deal of employment at
satisfactory wages at per ton of bark. Some,
with the assistance of their families, did quite
well and received a good cheque at the end of th e
season . On an average 600 to 800 ton s of the
groun~ wattle bark was shipped to England where
it soon became known as having a very high
percentage of tannin, and so brought very
-satisfactory returns which helped in further
improving the buildings in the township. Many of
the labouring people took up small allotments,
sufficient to keep a cow or t wo, a pig and some
fowls. and built humble cottages thereon for
their families. These dwellings were gradually
11

much imp roved. ••45
So successful were the Pflaums that they won
several international prizes for their product.
The Register of 29 June, 1926 had this to say of the
Pflaum's wattle bark mill:
1n 1871, in conjunction with Messrs . Bean and
Wilkie, they engaged in grinding wattle bark for
export.
Strippers and carters were employed, and a
thriving industry inauguarated, which continues
to the present day . . .. The bark was shipped to
London through Messrs . D. & J. Fowler, and sold
by auction, with excellent results. The product
of the Blumberg mills was in great request, and
gained the first orders of merit at Melbourne
in 1880, at Adelaide 1881 and 1887, at Calcutta
in 1884, and at the Colonial and Indian
Exhibition in London in 1900 11 .46
11

The importance of the wattle bark industry was
not only limited to the Hills areas alone but
played a vital part in the economies of both
Victoria and South Australia. As Molineux
said in his handbook:
11

There wou ld be very considerable trouble
occasioned to Victoria and South Australia were
the Golden Wattle (Acacia pycnantha) to suddenly
go out of existence; for there are several
thousands of tanners and curriers, thousands of
45
46·

Mount Barker Courier, 17 March, 1949, pp. 8b & c.
The Register, 29 June, 1926 p. ll.

strippers and carters, many dealers, shipmasters,
and others in both colonies who derive the whole o r
a part of their living from using or dealing with
the bark 11 .47
It was the quality of the wattle bark as a tanning
agent of high order that enabled the local product
to make substantial inroads into the English market
as a report from the late 1880s indicated:
11

They (the Australians) have an admirable tanning
agent in the bark of the 11 acacia mimosa 11 , or
wattl e
as it is spoken of in the country . The
leather produced by this bark i s .. of bright colour
and high excellence, and large quantities are
sent to England, where it sells as readily as the
production of their tanyards. The black wattle
bark is the richest in tanning properties and the
best is that s hipped from Adelaide, where the
chopping, grinding , packing, etc., is as we ll done
as it is capable of being . . . . tanners in this
country are very well satisfied with the bark,
whether chopped or ground, sent by the best known
shippers; and the skilful combination of this most
valuable tanning agent with English oak bark, . . has
enabled experienced tanners to produce sole (i.e.
shoe) leather little inferior to that made from
pure oak bark, in half the time, and at a material
reduction of the cost of tanning compared with that
of the old system 11 .48
47

A. Molineux, Handbook for Farmers and Gardeners
in Australia, p. 59 .

48

H.J. Scott, South Australia in 1887-8, A Handbook
for the Centennial International Exhibition,
Melbourne, 188, pp. 156-157.
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To conclude this discussion on the wattle bark
industry, it is necessary to give a brief outline
of the method of cultivation of wattles at the
time. It seems that two varieties of wattle
were cultivated for the production of bark
suitable for use in the tanning process, one was
the Golden Wattle (acaia pycnantha) and the other
was the Black Wattle (acaia decurrens) . The former
11
is to be found al 1 along the Mount Lofty chain
of hills and the plains from Encounter Bay to the
north beyond Barossa, while specimens are to be met
with on Kangaroo Island . The other species named,
commonly known as the black wattle, is chiefly
confined to the south-eastern · portions of the
colony 11 .49 The Golden or Broad-leaf wattle was a
smaller tree than the Black Wattle and therefore
gave far less bark, but the bark that it did give
had a larger percentage of tannic acid.

order to produce upright specimens that would be
easy to strip in later years, 11 because it is only
from straight trees that bark can be removed with
facility, and as a natural consequence the price
payable for stripping reduced to its lowest ebb 11 .51
It was then recommended that the trees be allowed
to grow to maturity before being stripped for the
first time, between about 6/7 years to 9/10 years
old. Not all the tree was stripped at once so
that it could produce another mature crop in two
or three years, continuing until such time as the
tree was exhausted~
Wattle bark stripping took
place in the months of September through to January,
anywhere from three up to a maximum of six months
a year.. In these months the tannic acid strength
of the bark was at its strongest and the sap flowed
freely allowing the bark to be stripped relatively ·
easily.

Tnemethod of growing wattles was as follows: the
ground had to be ploughed 11 at a depth of not more
than three inches 11 and the wattle seed planted
11
shortly after the land has been ploughed 11 .50
.
Apparently the seeds had to be boiled first . The
seed was planted fairly thickly to produce a
dense crop of saplings that was then thinned
out at about three or four years old. Some
growers pruned their trees before thinning in

The amount of trees that had to be stripped was
large, up to 1,000 trees per acre,52 and considering
that the Golden Wattle averaged 20-25 feet in height,
then it is possible to understand the time taken
to strip the trees and why there were complaints
by the owners that the strippers failed to remove
the bark from the branches or tops of the trees
as well as the trunk and ·main limbs .

49

Wattle Cultivation as an lndustr by Acacia
from the S.A. Register, 15 May, 1884) p.3.

50

Journal of Agriculture of S.A., 7 October, 1907,
p. 318, Meeting of Gumeracha branch on 26
August, 1907. See also 7 May, 1907, issue
pp. 625-629, The Wattle.

To summarize then, the wattle bark industry was an
important side-line for many farmers in the Hills
areas (of which Blumberg was as good an example as
any) giving them a reliable and fairly long term
51

Acacia, op. cit., p. 4.

52

A. Molineux, op. cit, pp. 60 and 63.

source of income and which was a good transition
crop between the early days of cereal farming and
the more modern mixed farming based on the
introduction of newer scientific methods and
advances.
THE PEERLESS ROLLER MILL
With the opening of the new wheat lands in South
Australia in the 1870s, there came a demand for
more facilities to process wheat into flour . The
mills of the Talunga district, first erected to
fulfill local needs and to cater for the wheat
trade with Victoria via the River Murray, now
gained a new lease of life with the development of
new grain producing ar~as on the Murray· Flats53 .and
in the Murray Malley.54 Three of ~e District 1 s four
flour mills were updated between the years 1884
and 1900, while the remaining one, at Gumeracha was
cooverted into a butter factory in 1883, claimed
by the Cyclopedia of South Australia to be the first
established in the state.SS In 1884 Richard (Dick)
53

G. Sutherland, op. cit., p. 39: 11 A considerable
amount of the wheat which is grown upon the
Murray Flats finds its way to Blumberg along
this road (from Mannum and Palmer), althouqh
recently the River Murray has proved a formidable
competitor as an avenue for the trade 11 •

54
55

H. T. Burgess (Ed.), Cyclopedia of South Australia,
Vol. 11, p. 772. See also J.E. Monfries,
op . c i t . , p. 3 1.

Townsend junior converted the Mount Torrens flour
mill from a stone mill into a roller mill, 11 and
inaugurated the manufacture of the 11 lmperia1 11
brand of roller flour. with which a very large
local trade is carried on 1•1 .56 Townsend owned (and
ran?) the flour mill until 1928 when he sold it to
the Adelaide Milk Supply Cooperative Limited
(AMSCOL) for use as a milk factorv.57 Three years
after the Mount Torrens flour mi 11 was converted
to rollers, the Pflaums brothers did the same for
the Blumberg mi 11, not only addin~ new machinery
but substantially rebuilding the mi 11 itself. The
Mount Pleasant flour mi 11 was not changed over to
rollers until 1900 , when the local miller sold it
to a Mr. Alfred Townsend (brother to Richard?) of
Mount Torrens. This mi 11 was apoarently carried
on until the early 1920s when it was destroyed by
fire.58
Thus, the building of the Pflaum Brother 1 s Peerless
Roller Mill was part .of a process that was occuring
throughout the district, if not the state. This
was a process of modernization and mechanization
or, in the case of Gumeracha, conversion and
reflected the large-scale changes taking place in
agriculture during the late nineteenth century.

56

ibid, p. 781.

57

History of the Fifty-four Grandchildren of
Leopold Hermann and his wife · Hermine Florentine
(nee Brettig), p . 34.

58

Back to Mount Pleasant Centenary Celebration,
March, 1947, Souvenir Hi story, pp. 15-16.
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In 1887 the Pflaum brothers commenced the building
of a new four-storey flour mill urider the
supervision of an American engineer, Mr. O. C.
Schumacher, who had successfully tendered for
the installation of up-to-date · machinery for
the new mi 11. Schumacher had been the milling
engineer for Messrs . John Dunn & Co's new roller
mills at Port Augusta and Port Adelaide, and
afterwards established a factory at Kilkenny for
the manufacture of flour milling machinery.
Undoubtedly Schumacher had sensed the demand for
this 'new wave' in flour milling techniques. The
new Blumberg mill cost approximately £7,000 and was
officially opened by the Commissioner for Crown
Lands on 8 September, 1888 as the "Peerless Roller
Mi 11''.59 The name itself reflected tbe confidence
of the owners who would have been pleased with the
reaction of the press to it. The edition of the
Register pub] ished on the day of the mill's
opening said that, "The Peerless Mill is certainly
replete with all modern inventions and it ran ks
as one of the best flour mills in the C0lony 11 . 60
The new mill was powered by a 60 h.p. Sulzer
Brothers steam engine especially imported from
Switzerland and said to be the first of its kind
in South Aust ralia. The roller machines
themselves came from America while most of the
other machinery was made locally . The old mill
was cleared of equipme~t and turned into a
storeroom .
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S.E. Schrapel, Birdwood Mi 11 Research Notes,
October, 1982.

60

The Register, 8 September , 1888, p. 7.

Apparently the new mi 11 only required two employees
to run the whole operation and it is interesting
that the Regi~ter of June, 1926 should mention that,
"A feature of Messrs. Pflaum's activities ... was
the singularly harmonious relations between the
employers and their workmen . One man was in their
employ for 45 years, G.L . Henzel for 39 years,
and Mr. Theel for 41 years, from which facts may
be gathergd a fair indication of the character
of both" . 1 Thus the permanent, full-time workforce
of the mill complex was probably confined to (less
than 20 altogether) a small group of loyal · longterm employees like those mentioned above .
The Pflaum Brothers experienced a high degree of
success with the product of their new roller mill ,
the flour being "finely sifted through sequences of
silk screens, was highly commended and respected
for its quality, winning both local and international

61

ibid, 29 June, 1926, p. 116 . The Mr. Theel
spoken of was Elliott Theel, eldest son of Mr.
and Mrs. Christian Theel, "two of the early
comers to Gumeracha, where they resided for 45
years. He was born at Swinemunde, on the Baltic
Sea, in 1833. Arriving in South Australia on
February 5th, 1855 .. . In July , 1859 , he first
took up residence at Gumeracha, and entered
the employ of .. W.B. Randell at "Kenton Park",
for whom he worked for sixteen years. Most of
the fine collection of English ornamental trees
at "Kenton Park" were planted by Christian
Theel. His trade was a ship's carpenter, ... II
J . E. Man fries, op. c i t. , pp . 146-14 7.

BIRDWOOD SURVEY: SouTH WESTERN VIEW oF THE BIRDwoon MILL MusEUM
(PART SECTION 6587)) 1983
114

awards 11 .62 The quality of the Peerless brand of
flour, combined with the relative closeness of
Blumberg to the Murray Flats, meant that the
town's flour mil 1 could continue operating as
a more or less viable concern unti 1 the Second
World War. Apparently a large ~roportion of the
Mill's product was exported overseas to England
and Europe but the onset of World War I I disrupted
supplies to these countries and after the war
there was a general trend to import wheat rather
than flour. Not only this , but the Adelaide
Chamber of Commerce's One Hundredth Annual Report
of 1949-50, revealed that, 11 Demand for export
flour was very much reduced during 1949-50.
.. This was brought about by the keener
competition of other flour-exportigg countries,
principally Canada and America, .. 11 3
Thus, the Pflaum's flour mi 11, now managed by
Ernest Pflaum the son of 1Theo', ('Fritz' Pflaum had
no surviving children), was a casualty of
post-war changes in overseas agriculture and
increased competition in the market-place.
Perhaps there were too many flour mills operating
in South Australia as well , and the post-war
period saw a certain rationalization taking place
in the mi 11 ing industry with a number of country
mills going out of operation. Apart from the
above factors, another influence was the Wheat
Board which was set up in 1939 to regulate the
selling, transport and delivery of all wheat in
the state . Instead of wheat being carted from
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cit.~
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G. Rathjen, op.

63

Adelaide Chamber of Commerce's One Hundredth
Annual Report of 1949-50, p. 136 .

p . 75.

the Murray Flats to Birdwood Mil 1 by horse or
bullock teams , it was taken to the nearest railway
siding and stored until it could be bought from the
wheat board and transported by rai 1 (the railway
to Birdwood was opened in September, i918) or road
to the flour mi 11 . 11 This meant that 11 cheap 11 wheat
could no longer -be purchased, since all wheat sales
were controlled by the wheat board. This caused
hardships for the flour mill because it relied on
low cost wheat to enable it to be economically
stabl~!64 The end result was that the mi 11 found
trouble in keeping the cost of production low
enough to stay below the gross income of the mil 1.
Apparently during the war the same system applied
to the marketing o~ fruit such as apples which had
to be taken to the rai !way station where they wer~
stored · under all weather conditions until they
were sold . This, along with changes in demand in
the fruit market, led to the decline of fruit
growing in the area after the war .
When the flour mill finally ceased operation in
1948 or 1954., it signified the beginning of a long
period of stagnation for the town that lasted
until the 1970s whereas the establishment of the
wattle bark mi 11 in 1871 or '72 reflected the
beginning of a new period of growth and prosperity
for Blumberg, which along with the mining boom of
the time and the loss of a number of the early
settlers to other districts, constituted a clear
break w~th the previous pe~iod of early settlement
and village life.
It is interesting,
although it may be a sheer coincidence, that the
beginnings of the Pflaum brothers enterprise

64 S.E. Schrapel, op. cit.

occurred at the same time as the Lobethal Tweed
factory had its rather humble origins. In a sense
we see a similar pattern emerging in the two towns
although the enterprises which developed were on a
different scale. Basically the pattern was that in
both settlements prior to the 1870s there were a
small number of trade establishments and local
businesses - for instance Blumberg had a flour
mi 11 (from 1854) and Lobethal a brewery (opened in
1851) and two steam flour mil l s (1854 and 1855) .
As Lobethal was a l arger and more concentrated
settlement than Blumberg there was more in the
way of cottage industries such as basket weaving,
the cooperage in Mill Road, and so on. In the
early 1870s, the leading entrepreneurs of each of
the towns invested in the establishment of a major
secondary industry, although it was some years
before either one of them developed into what
could be cal led a large concern. The Tweed Factory
had mixed fortunes until the late 1880s when an
English company was formed to take control of the
mill and appointed a Scottish manager, Robert
Redpath, who arrived in Lobethal in 1887 . Gradually
the factory developed unti 1 by 1914, just before the
beginning of World War I, it employed over 100
people. The Pflaum brothers enterprise also grew
in stages although the nature of the business
meant that it never employed the number of people
that the Lobethal woollen factory did. Nevertheless
there were distinct phases of growth, the wattle
bark mill was followed by the reopening of the old
flour mill which was rebuilt and reburbished in
1887-8, and then in latter years a chaff mi 11 was
added.
Both concerns stimulated their respective town 1 s
economy, enabling the development of a number of

smaller support industries or sidelines which
thrived in the increased prosperity of the time.
In Lobethal the majo r spin-off of the woollen
mills was increased employment oppo rtunities for
the town and its immediate district which in turn
allowed for the expansion of the service sector
(e.g. boarding houses). At Blumberg there were the
usual services like blacksmithing, carpentry,
storekeeping and so on plus by the late nineteenth
century a few specialized concerns like Gustave
Be r ling •s Coach Building and Painting shop. Gustav
Berling was 1 isted in the 1870 Al manac as a
wheelwright but by 1880, according to the Mount
Barker Courier of that year,65 he was a 11 coachbui lder and painter 11 of 11 01 i venthal near Blumberg 11 •
lri fact, in August, 1891, Berling put in a
petition for a patent to cover a new in vention of
his relating to a 11 safe and economic way of linking
carriage bodies to the undergear 11 • This was
apparently not his only patent. Another example of
a smal 1 business that diversified in the late
nineteenth century was Carl Friedrich Maerschel •s
65

Mount Barker Courier, 1 October, 1880.
Gustav Friedrich Adolph Berling came out to
Australia on the ship The Pauline in September
1846; a 11 Gus. Beeling 11 appears as a wheelwright
at Blumberg in Boothby 1 s 1870 Almanack and it
is possible that this was in fact Gustav Berling.
By 1890 there was a 11 Frederick Berling,
blacksmith 11 a nd a 11 Gustave Berling, coachbui lder 11
in the town, F,rederick probably being Gustav•s
son (there was a fire at 11 Berling & son 1 s 11
paintshop in Blumberg on 4 January, 1884 see Mount Barker Courier 11 January, 1884).
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wheelwright business established in 1855, which
under his son's management (who took over in 188 1)
grew, 11 Until he had good connections throughout the
district as a coachbui lder, wheelwright, contract
builder, undertaker, insurance representative ... As
(his) sons left school and grew older they all
worked with their father in the business and they
were agent for motor-bikes and Ford card when they
first came out 11 • The family business was to
conti nue until November, 1948 when Ci ty Motors
acquired 11 the premises formerly known as
Maerschel's Garage. 11 66
Also in 1881 Blumberg's sole remaining hotel, the
Napoleon Bonaparte, expanded its accommodation
facilities and a second storey was added to the
building. Two years later, in January, 1883 an
advertisement in the Mount Barker Courier
indicated that, 11 This Hotel, containing about
thirty lofty well-ventilated rooms, has now been
rebuilt and thoroughly renovated, and is replete
with all the comforts and conveniences of a modern
city hotel. The drive from town is one of the most
beautiful to be met with in the colony, and the
situation ensure~ cool nights , even in the hottest
summer weather 11 .b7 Thus the hote"l was catering
66

67
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Mount Barker Courier, 4 November, 1948; 11The
Birdwood Garage was originally established in
1855 as a wheelwright business by the late Mr.
Carl Friedrich Maerschel, who arrived in this
state from Schoenau, Schlesien, Germany, in
1854 . 11 See entry for Carl •s son, Gustav
Adolph, in H.T . Burgess (ed), op. cit.,
pp. 779 - 780.
Mount Barker Courier, 5 January, 1883, p. 1.

to a new phenomenon - the tourist trade! The
above three businesses show the expansion of trade
and activity that had already taken place by the
early ·1880s, activity that was to be increased in
the next decade by the mining boom of the mid-late
1890s, including the opening of the Mount Torrens
Cyanide Works in 1894, and the establishment of a
monthly stock market in the town from 1899.68A
Nevertheless it should be remembered t hat this
was time of severe depression for South Australia
and t here were unemployed men working on the gold
mines in the area under a government scheme; aswell as
this the area known as 11 The Bl ocks 11 was subdivided
into ten workingmen's blocks in 1890. The blocks
ranged in size between 5! acres and llt acres,
the average being about six. It was part of a
state-wide scheme to provide small plots of land
for working class families to alleviate unemployment .
The idea was that the 11 Blockers 11 , as they were
called, would grow their own food on allotments of
20 acres or less, while hopefully finding other
forms of employment in the long run . However, 11 lt
has been found impossible to provide blocks within
easy distance of centres of employment, and the
consequences that many of the 11 Blockers 11 have
nothing but the produce of their twenty acres to
live upon . In special situations this may be no
hardship, but a good deal of the available land
is of such a nature that a larger area is absolutely
indispensable 11 .68B Initially, the act , passed in
-68A

68B

Elders and Gold s borough Mort Pty. Ltd. (before
their amalgamation) each conducted a monthly
stock market in Birdwood unti 1 1939 when both
we re closed down due to 11 lack of numbe rs 11 •
G. Sutherland, op.cit., Introduction p. iv.
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1885, allowed for the leasing of these blocks 69 but
by the late 1890 1 s/early 1900 1 s , they were sold and
this also happened at Blumberg where most were
purchased by 1 labourers 1 of the district.
To conclude then, just as the Tweed factory helped
stimulate Lobethal 1 s industrialisation after the
early 1870 1 s, it was the Pflaum brothers 1 Mi 11
complex that not only prevented Blumberg 1 s decline
as a town in the late nineteenth century but, with
their continuing foresight and leadership, actively
encouraged further social and economic development
in the town. There is no doubt that, along with
Lobethal and many other Hills towns, this was a
golden period · for Blumberg. In spite of the
shock and upheaval of the First World War, much
of this prosperity carried on well into the postwar period until the hardships of the Great
Depression and the adveht of the Second \.Jor l d War
brought changes which irreversably altered the
nature of 1 ife in the Hills districts. Some of
these , such as the coming of the railway and
motorised transport were already appearing in t~e
period 1915-1939, and these wi 11 be discussed
under the section Social Development, 1915-1939.

AGRICULTURE, 1872-1914
The rise of mixed farming
The years after the late 1860 1 s were an impo rtant
time that was to see the focus of agriculture
change from concentration on the production of one ·
main cash crop
wheat, to that of the development
of ·mixed farming providing a number of different
sources of income for the primary producer. Hence
the movement was away from specialisation in
cereals towards a diversified economy based on
various combinations of dairying, grazing, fruit
growing, pig raising, potato and pea production and
the growing of fodder crops . The new agriculture
was well suited to t~B small size of the farms
·
compared with other parts of
(300 acres and less)
the state, especially the newer mid-north districts
which were opened up after 1870. These new
agricultural areas with their larger holdings and
drier climate (the dreaded · red rust liked wet
seasons and damp conditions) , were much better suited

70
69
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For a period of 21 years with a right of
renewal for a further 21 years . J . B. Hirst,
G. W. Cotton and Workingmen 1 s Blocks, p. 4
(also see Judy Sanders, Research Paper for
Bachelor of Education, S.A.C . A.E . viz . 11 To
trace the pattern of ownership and land use
of Section 1673, Hundred of Talunga, 1883198311).

In 1871 there were 324 farm holdings in the
District Council of-ralunga comprising some
49,000 odd acres. Of these 204, or just under
two-thirds of the holdings (~378 acres) were
between 50 and 350 acres in size. The largest
sin.g le group were the 87 farms that had more
than 100 but less than 200 acres . There were
only ~farms that had 350 or more acres, but
42 between one and five acres!
P . P. no. 8 of 1871 (Agriculture and Livestock
Statistics for the year ending 31 March, 1871) .

for cereal production than the Hills areas. Already
by the mid-late 1860s the trend away from almost
sole reliance on wheat was evident in the Talunga
district. A description of the Mount Torrens
area in 1866 recorded that:
the country round is nearly all agricultural; but
latterly, in consequence of the blight attacking
the wheat crops in their early growth, the
farmers are getting more into the style of mixed
farming, instead of devoting al l their attention
to cereals 11 . 71

11

Wheat production in the district had already
dropped from 9,828 acres in 1861 to 6,868 acres
in 1866 and continued to decline to 2,513 acres .
in 1871, 1,199 acres in 1876, 547 acres in 1881,
and 142 acres in 1891. In 1901, 960 acres were
planted with wheat but in 1911/12 a mere 26 acres
were being cropped for this cereal .72 Following
this massive drop in the cultivation of wheat,
much land was left fallow and returned to the
native watt le which soon sprung up, providing
farmers with a new source of income from
wattle bark stripping.
At the same time,
there was a dramatic increase in the number of
71

R.P. Whitworth, Bailliere 1 s S.A. Gazetter and
Road Guide, p. 252 .

72

These figures, as are the following ones, are
taken from the Agriculture and Livestock
Statistics in the Parliamentary Papers for
various years. The particular years (1861, 66,
71 , etc.) were chosen as they coincided with
the censuses held in those years. (N. B. The
figures given for wheat are for wheat grown for
grain only).

sheep and lambs kept, from 2,172 in 1871 to 12,791
in 1881. These figures continue to fluctuate a bit
with only 4,884 sheep and lambs being recorded in
the district in 1891 but then climbing again to
9,949 in 1901 and 16,502 in 1911 /12. Cattle numbers
slowly declined over the whole period but this was
probably due to the increasing proportion of
11
mi lch cows 11 in the figures given for 11 horned cattle 11 ,
particularly from the 1880s onwards when dairying
started to play a prominent role in the district.
In 1871 there were 4,215 catt l e; in 1881, 4,069; in
1891, 3,450 (of which l ,825 were 11 mi lch cows 11 ) ; in
1901, 2,681 (of which l ,510 were 11 mi lch cows 11 ) and
in 191 l/12, there were 2,507 cattle (of which 1,638
were milk cows- 186 of these being dry).
With the rise in dairying came other new industries
and crops such as orcharding (particularly apples),
potato and pea growing, pig raising and the
production of fodder crops, particularly the growing
of wheat for hay and chaff rather than grain. The
area used for orcharding grew steadily from 141
acres in 1871 to 175 acres in 1881, 460 acres in
1891, 622 acres in 1901 and 755 acres in 1911/12.
From these figures we can see that the greatest
increase was in the decade 1881-1891 when, like
dairying, orcharding became a new major primary
industry in South Australia. Pea growing also
became popular , going from 454 acres in 1871 and
459 acres in 1891 to 698 acres in 1901 and l ,058
acres for peas and beans in 1911/12. Wheat
grown for hay started to outstrip wheat grown for
grain from the late l870s/early 1880s onwards, in
1881 for instance there was 1,945 acres that grew
wheat for hay while only 547 acres were devoted to
growing wheat for use as grain. This trend continued
into the early 20th Century although the actual
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amount of acreage used for the production of hay
was not constant and showed some variation.
Thus from the early J880s we see the introduction
of an entirely new : agriculture which transformed
the rural landscape of the Adelaide Hills; a system
of farming which not only saw the development of
certain crops and industries but also witnessed the
rise in scientific methods of farming. This
agricultural transformation reflected changes
that had occurred, and were still occurring, in
Great Britain in the late 19th century. From the
middle of the 1870s through to the 1890s England
experienced a long economic depression which was
characterized by 11 a fall in prices, interest rates
and profit margins . .. (and) the working classes
suffered an increase in unemployment. 11 73 During
this time the price of wheat fell dramatically and
stayed low well into the twentieth century .
Foreign competition was the basic cause of the
fall in prices, and especially of the collapse of
wheat prices. The British market, totally
unprotected by customs barriers, was invaded by
agricultural produce coming from the 1 new co.untries 1
where vast stretches of fertile v1rgin land had just
been out under cultivation- the central plains of
the United States, then the ~anadian praries, the
Argentinian pampas, and certain regions of
Austral ia 11 • 74
11

market for the older staples of wheat and
potatoes had not expanded anywhere near as much
as that for meat, fruit and vegetables, and dairy
produits (particularly fresh milk). The · trend
towards increased consumption of what were
previously regarded as luxury foods was already
noticeable before the onset of the ~reat Depression
in the J870s . 75 Apart from a brief period in
the 1840s, the time from the end of the Napoleonic
Wars (1815) to the onset of the depression was
one of rapid economic and industrial growth; a time
unprecedented in British history. In addition,
the total population of Great Britain, ~uadrupled
between 1801 and 1911, and doubled between 1841
and 1901 11 , and from about mid-century the majority
of people were living in either towns or cities.76
Much of this urbanization was du e to natural
population increase but there was also a sizable
component resulting from internal migration to the
new industrial and manufacturing centres from rural
areas, where employment opportunities were not so
attractive for labourers and other workers as
there were in the cities. Thus, halfway through
the nineteenth century, Britain possessed a large
1
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ln The Landed Interest and the Su
of Food
(1879 James Caird, a leading authority on
agriculture, estimated that consumption per
head of animal food (meat, cheese, and butter)
had doubled in thirty years 11 • Donald Read,
England, 1868-1914, The Age of Urban
Democracy, p. 14 .
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Crouzet, op. cit., p. 90,
lt was around 1845 that town-dwellers seem to
have become the majority .. . 11 •

The British cereal producers could not compete with
massive overseas imports, especially as the domestic
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Francois Crouzet, The Victorian Economy, pp.47-48.
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Crouzet, op . cit., p . !68.
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and growing population of which an ever increasing
proportion was being urbanized, creating a demand
for goods and services such as the new food staples
mentioned above. Technological developments in
agriculture (for instance mechanization) and
transportation (railways, marine refrigeration)
allowed farmers to increase productivity and open _
up new markets, while greater demand and better
prices induced them to move towards more 'mixed
farming• or to 'special ize 1 in new crops or
products such as fruit-growing or dairying.77
As British producers could not meet the needs of
the home market in these new areas, overseas
countries such as Australia found that they
could readily export these same goods to the
mother country·
Thus, the growing British
population of urban workers, and indeed Australia's
own highly urbanized population, stimulated the
development of similar primary industries in
Australia by providing a ready market for the
products of the new agriculture. In Great
77

Horticulture and fruit growing rivalled
dairying as farming's growth sector during
the depression. . . Demand was exce 11 ent,
particularly in terms of potential for
expansion. Like the dairyman the market
gardener turned over his capital quickly,
during this period a considerable advantage
over the cereal or 1 ivestock producer. In
some instances very little initial capital was
needed, some branches of horticulture providing
an ideal entry to farming for the small man 11 •
P.J. Perry, British Farming in the Great
Depression, 1870-1914, p. 23.

Britain, the Agricultural Revolution of the
eighteenth century, marked by revival of the
enclosure movement, the introduction of crop
rotation based on new artificial grasses or
roots, and the increasing use of livestock,
gave rise to mixed or high farming and a
Go lden Age in British agriculture;
for more than 20 years Bri·tish agriculture knew
prosperity and growth, so that the third quarter
of the nineteenth century is generally considered
to have been its golden age ... It was the rise in
price of animal products and the development of
stock-farming, not the pro s perity of the cereal
sector, which explained the 'golden age• of
British agriculture. In fact cereals fell in
price relative to 1 ivestock products, which
clearly became the most profitable sector . In
addition, the extension of the railway s ystem
enabled animals to be transported rapidly
without losing weight . .. and perishable goods such
as milk, could be carried over a distance. 11 78
With the onset of the depression of the 1870s
British agriculture entered 11 a long period ..
structural change, which lasted up to the end of
the century .. ••79, at which time · scientific farming
started to make an impact on the scene. The
nineteenth century was therefore characterized by
the transition of agriculture from a traditional
situation where the growing of wheat predominated,
to one where technical progress and other innovations changed the direction of farming towards
11
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Crouzet op . cit ., pp. 159-160 and 161.
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Crouzet op. cit., pp. 166-167 .
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a more diversified basis. The Hills area of South
Australia reflected this same change of
orientation, although over a much shorter time
span. Settlers from Britain and Germany brought
with them techniques of farming current at the
time which usually . led to them cultivating cereals
as the main cash crop, with a few domestic farm
animals to assist with basic self-sufficiency.
When climatic conditions and soil exhaustion
started to reduce the profitability of cereal
crops a large number of the original pioneer ·
farmers left to take up new land elsewhere - land
in areas more suitable for wheat farming. Those
that stayed behind were more or less forced to
diversify and find new industries to bolster
their incomes, and it so happened that within a
decade or so of the cr1s1s in wheat farming in
the Hills districts, markets opened up in Great
Britain for products of new primary industries
such as dairying and fruit-growing. These proved
to be eminently suitable for these areas. There
seems 1 ittle doubt that the farmers in the Hills
were not just aiming for the home market, and
with the advent of marine refrigeration in the
early 1880s a whole new market for perishable
goods became available. The coming of scientific
agriculture with its superphosphates and l egumes
allowed even more intensive farming of the land
to take place, especially relating to the carrying
capacity of farms for 1 ivestock which re-emerged
in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries as a major industry in itself. Thus, it
does not seem to be too strong a point to say that
the Industrial Revolutio~ in England in its latter
stages, or perhaps the situation created as a
result of it, produced a major spin-off effect
for Australia in that it provided the colony with
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its leading export market for primary produce,
produce which may have been restricted to wheat
and wool initially but which in the latter
nineteenth century expanded to include such
things as meat, butter, apples and so on.
The real impact of the change-over to · mixed ·
farming in the Hills seems to have occurred in
the 1880s when dairying and the growing of
fruit for export began to be undertaken in a
major way. In 1883 the old Gumeracha flour mi l l
(which stopped work in 1880/81) was converted into
a co-operative butter factory, and in 1892, 11 under
the management of Mr. F.W. Dohnt, cheese-making
was undertaken 11 • 80 Dohnt 1ater purchased the
factory i.n 1906, 11 and carried on cheese-making
unti 1 1912, when the factory was partially
destroyed by fire. He continued, however, to
make butter, .. 11 .81 Finally in 1923 11 that
gentleman sold out to the AMSCOL Company since
when the milk has been taken daily to the c i t y
for domestic consumpt i on 11 ( 1939). l:S2 Dairying
progressed $teadi ly du r ing the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries unti 1 it had spread
throughout most of the district counci 1 of Talunga.
By 1890 Henry Giles, owner and manager of t he
Mount Pleasant flour mill, had opened a butter
factory alongside his mi 11, showing that dairying
had even come to an area previously noted for its
80

J. E. Monfries, (Ed) , A Hi story of Gumeracha

and District, 1839-1939, p. 32.
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Monfries, op. cit., p. 86.
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Monfries,

OE· cit., p. 32.

extensive sheep runs held by a number of prominent
families of Scottish origin such as the Melroses
and McBeans. The establishment of the Gumeracha
and Mount Pleasant butter factories illustrated
the early trend of dairying towards the production
of butter and cheese (and sometimes bacon and
sma 11 goods as a side 1 i ne ) rather than the
supplying of whole milk. It was only in the
1920s that milk started to be collected from
farmers in the district and the swing towards this
was indicated by AMSCOL's takeover of the
Gumeracha butter factory in 1923 and five years
later, the Mount Torrens flour mill in 1928,
which was converted into a "large milk and cheese
depot and factory 11 .83
Fruit growing was an industry that also enjoyed
wide popularity in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries. The South Australian Journal
of Agriculture (see next paragraph) of October,
1913 reported on a meeting of the Gumeracha branch
of the Bureau of Agriculture held in August
~hat year.
One of the members read a paper of the
history of the branch and, "mentioned that the
inaugural meeting was held on t~e 9th July, 1888,
thus this was the fourth Branch of the organization
(the Bureau of Agriculture) formed. The apple
export trade in its very early stages had received
practical encouragement from the Branch. 11 84
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Back to Mount Torrens Centenary Celebrations,
Feb r ua ry 12 , 13 & 14, 19 3 7.
See also History of the fifty-four Grandchildren of Leopold Herrmann, p. 34.
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Journal of the Department of Agriculture of
South Australia, October, 1913, p. 424.

An extract from the Handbook for the 1888 Centennial
Exhibition in Melbourne reported on the reception
Austral ian fresh fruit had received at the Colonial
and Indian Exhibition in London in 1887; "Hundreds
of thousands of English p~ople realised for the
first time that Australia was a country so extensive
that all the fruits of a temperate climate, and most
of those of a tropical or semi-tropical character,
were grown, and the fruitgrowers of South Australia
saw the possibility of an unlimited extension of
orchards nestling amongst the ranges near Adelaide,
the produce of which would always command a
profitable market in the Old World. There are
upwards of 600 market gardeners with holdings
ranging from three or four acres up to fifty, of
which the united acreage exceeds 12,000; but in view
of the successes which attended the experimental
shipments of apples, pears, and oranges last
year, .... 1185
85

H.J. Scott (compfler), South Australia in
1887-8, A Handbook for Centennial International
Exhibition, Melbourne, 1888, p. 160. see also
South Australia: A Sketch of its History and
Resources, A Handbook, compiled by John Fairfax
Conigrave for the Colonial and Indian Exhibition
London, 1886 ;
p. 80 11 Probab 1y there is no c i ty in the wo r 1d
that is better supplied with horticultural
products than is Adelaide . . . . There are about 600
market gardeners within a few miles of Adelaide
who gain their living by growing fruit and
vegetables, and there are a great many besides
owning small gardens from which they sell the
produce; but as these persons do not depend
entirely upon horticulture for a living, they
cannot be classed as market gardeners. The
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The success of fresh fruits exports continued into
the early twentieth century and the 1909 Cyclopedia
of South Australia's prof i les on the local notables
of various towns indicates the importance of fruitgrowing in the Houghton (Inglewood-Mi llbrook-Chain
of Ponds) Gumeracha area.86 Though less important
than in other parts of the Talunga district, fruit
growing was still widespread with many farms having
a small orc hard of a few acres as a 'side! ine 1 •
Only in the years preceeding World War I I did the
popularity of small-scale orcharding decline,
mainly due to waning demand for many of the
different varieties of fruit that had been planted
and also because of specialization within a
particular fruit industry. Hence some fruits went
' out of fashion' almost altogether, such as plums
and some types of apples were restricted to only
a couple of varieties.
market gardens range from three or four acres
in the rich peaty bottoms of gullies, up to
thirty and even fifty acres. These larger
gardens are generally devoted more ~o fruit
growing, ... Some of the largest producers of
apples are Mr. Pugh, of Balhannah; Hon . R.D.
Ross, Highercombe; Mr. Charles Giles, Norton
Summit; Messrs. Hannaford, Teakle, Bowden, and
Penna, of Gumeracha, some of whom can send in
from 400 to 600 bushels of apples per week
during the season . . . . The Government statistics
of 1883 show that, in South Australia, there
are 5,172 acres cultivated as gardens and 6,556
acres under orchards. This is exclusive of
vineyards,. . . 11 •
86
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H.T. Burgess (Ed.) Cyclo4edia of South
Australia, Vol.ll, pp. 76 -777.

Dairying and fruit growing were supported by growth
in other primary industries such as pig raising
(for use in the making of bacon and smallgoods)
and the· growing of field peas for animal fodder .87
The emphasis of the time seemed to be on the
development of a highly integrated agriculture in
which various activities supported each other
(i.e. dairying and pig-raising) to produce an
effective, functioning whole system. Along with the
creation of such a ·model · of intensive farming
went developments in agricultural education and the
gradual introduction of scientific methods and
techniques such as the use of superphosphates.
Agricultural education for farmers received a
boost with the formation of the Agricultural Bureau
of South Australia which had the intention of
87

Field peas are largely grown in the hills
districts near Adelaide, in the South, and
South-East. Generally speaking, in the Northern
districts, ... the spring is too dry for this crop.
In the past the growing of field peas has been
mainly carried on in conjunction with the
breeding of pigs, the bacon made from p.igs
topped up on peas being much sought after.
Usually in these districts peas precede wheat
or other cereals f or hay, the beneficial effect
of the leguminous crop on the succeeding
cereals being marked.
During late years some farmers have topped up
sheep and lambs on the pea crops with most
satisfactory results . . . Both sheep and lambs
fatten very quickly on peas 11 •
Notes on Agriculture in South Australia, issued
by the Department of Agriculture and
Intelligence, p . 57.
11

establishing branches all over the state . Among
the early branches set up were those at Gumeracha
(mentioned above) in July, 1888, and at Mount
Pl easant in Apri 1, 1889. Meetings of branches were
reported in t he Journa l of Agric ulture pub li shed
by the South Austral ian Department of Agricu l ture
and reflected the concerns and interests of
primary producers of the day. By the early years
of this century, these (at least for the Hills
farmers) were we l l and truely focussed on the
problems of maintaining, if not improving, what
was by then a fairly complex system of agriculture.
Farmers were now directly concerned with such
things as overproduction and the state of
markets for their produce. Thus, to take a
typical example, in the September, 19 10 issue
of the Journal of Agriculture, it was reported
that the Gumeracha branch had had a meeting on
11
co-operation among Fruit-growers 11 • The Chairman,
in his paper on the subject, talked abo ut the
problem re~ulting from occasions when there was
an oversupply of fruit, 11 and as the competition
among buyers is limited prices naturally fall
too low s~r the producer to make a reasonable
profit 11 •
In July the fol l owing year, the branch
conducted a debate on 11 Sheep vs Cows 11 • The judges
decided for the former; 11 For years dairying was
carried on with success, but with high wages some
of the farmers had turned their attention to sheep,
as high prices were obtainable for lambs and woo l .
I t was pointed out that the average farm in the
district would carry one cow to six acres . . . . By
growing fodder most farmers would carry one ewe
88

Jou rnal of the Department of Agricu l ture of
South Australia, September, 19 10, p. 202.

to the acre 11 • 89
From time to time various districts would hold
special conferences to d iscuss issues of part i cular
interest to them, and the ' Hills districts ' was one
such group which would meet occasionally. At one
conference held in 1904, a paper was presented on
11
Wheat-Growing in the Hills 11 which stated that,
11
The introduct i on of improved methods of cultivation
and harvesting machinary and the use of manures, so
general in other parts, had not been adopted as ye t
to any extent in these loca lities 11 .90 The speaker
was referring to the developmen t of new farming
methods in other areas of the state, particularly
the wheat l ands of the north, which had begun late
last century but which had not yet permeated to
the older agricultural districts. As D.W. Meinig
writes in his classic, The Margins of the Good
Earth, 11 This farming system, though it received its
f i rst elaborat i on in these northern wheatlands of
South Austra l ia, displayed all the distinguishing
marks of the radically new European industrial age.
.. The first significant developme nt was the
discovery of the remarkable results of superphosphate
ferti l ization . . . . by the midd l e 1890s its use was
becoming common over the whole South Austral ian wheat
belt . . . . In the two decades following World War I
this agriculture underwent more profound changes.
A major innovation was the gradual development of
a grain-sheep complex based upon wheat and/or
bar l ey and leguminous pasture rotations. Fallowing
89

ibid, August, 1911, p. 94.
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ibid, 1 November, 1904, p. 244.
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declined as the use of fodder crops increased 11 .91
This important revolution in the use of chemical
fertilizers and subterranean clovers, although
it was to prove a great boon to intensive
agriculture such as that practised in the Hills,
only took hold in the brief period before the First
World War . Thus, the · new agriculture brought
about in the late 19th Century by the introduction
of new crops and new primary industries was itself
further transformed by the flow on · of
discoveries and techniques already put to use in
the wheat growing regions of South Australia. The
result was that the small-scale farmers of the
Adelaide Hills in an area already noted for its
rich and diverse products, were enabled to increase
the intensity of their cultivation and to branch
out into new areas, like the raising of 'fat lambs'
for the domestic meat market. · The combined use of
'super• and clovers increased the carrying capacity
of the land for stock, both sheep (for meat but not
for wool as conditions were too damp and wet) and
cattle, and also allowed the 'revitalization•
of old agricultural land to be undertaken . In
fact, 11 1t was not, .. unti 1 the use of superphosphate was advocated for 11 top dressing 11 that
Subterranean Clover was presented in its true
colours and became the medium of revolutionising
the agricultural practices in our high rainfall
areas. Not only has it increased the production
of those areas that remained under cultivation
and grazing, but the abandoned lands and large
tracts of previously despised scrub land have

•
• 11 . 92
1e production
been brought into prof1tab
It was through this gradually increasing use of
'phosphates and clovers, that much land in the
Talunga district was turned over to the raising
of beef as well as dairy cattle, and also to the
marketing
of fat lambs mentioned above . Many
acres that had originally been used for the growing
of wheat, and then to farm wattles for their bark,
were in this way turned into excellent pasture
over the years, adding to the overall productivity
of the land and giving the farmer another source of
income.
A very· good indication of the range of activities .
that were ·taking place in the district just after .
the turn of the century comes from a report in the
Adelaide Chronicle of December, 1902:93
92
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D.W. Meinig, On the Margins of the Good Earth,
pp . 209-211.

Journal of the Department of Agriculture of
South Australia, September, 1936, p. 130 in an
. article entitled, Agricultural Practices in the
Hills- A Glimpse into the Future by Rowland
Hill, District Agricultural Inspector, pp. 129-133.
(Hi 11 also wrote, Subterranean Clover- Its History
in South Australia in the November, 1936 issue of
the Journal of Agriculture, pp . 322-330, and
Wireless Talks, A review of the agricultural
position in the old settled areas in our hills
country, in the Septemqer, 1937 Journal of
Agriculture, pp. 144-148).
Adelaide Chronicle, 13 December, 1902, p. 32,
11
Southern Townships, Round the District on a
Bicycle By our Special Reporter 11 and concluded
in the Adelaide Chronicle of 20 December, 1902
p. 37 (from which the last paragraph of the
quotation is taken).
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"The township of Gumeracha ... In former days the
land was used for grazing and for wheat growing,
but now the chief industry is dairying, although
a large quantity of hay, fruit, and wattle bark
is produced . . . On the edge of the township is the
Gumeracha Butter, Cheese and Produce Society 1 s
factory- the first co-operative butter factory in
the State. It has been established about 12 years,
and is doing a very large business . .. they (are)
producing nearly 2 tons of butter and about 30 cwt
of cheese every week. They purchase cream from
the farmers within a radius of 12 miles . . . It is
expected that the apple crop in this district will
be light, but there wi 11 be an abundance of plums.
The area under cereals is not large, and scarcely
any of the holdings exceed 50 acres . . .
A large quantity of peas is grown around Gumeracha
for feeding pigs and cattle . . . It has been found
that peas as an alternate crop with wheat are
exce 11 ent.
BLUMBERG .. Mr. T. Pflaum estimated that the
average yield of hay throughout the district
would be about H tons to the acre . . . In this
district the farmers frequently adopt the practice
of cutting the wheat early, as if. for hay, and then
threshing out the heads. They find that wheat in
the ear wi 11 develop fully, even though it is
cut before it has ripened, as long as it i s
attached to the straw. In this way the nutritious
properties are not entirely removed from the straw,
which is then cut for chaff. The farmer thus
obtains the wheat and also fodder for his cattle .
.. The dairy stock has been much improved lately
by breeding ..
A large industry at Blumberg is the production
of wattle bark for tanning purposes, and that which
comes from this district has obtained the highest
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prices in the London or inter-State markets. About
1,000 tons of bark was produced at Blumberg last
year, and realised prices ranging from £7 ~o
£7/10/- per ton. This industry provides employment
for hundreds of persons from October to January in
stripping, grading, and grinding . . . It is an
exceedingly good pastoral district, and nearly all
the farmers keep a few sheep. The largest sheep
farmers are Messrs. Pont, Rathjen, and Leske.
Mr. T. Pflaum kindly conducted me over the splendid
flour mi 11, and explained to me the machinery, which
is not surpassed in this State. It was pointed out
to me that a grain of wheat, after entering the
mill, is made to travel two miles before it is
turned out as flour. Most of the wheat which passes
through this mill comes from the Murray Flats.
.. Last year the mill treated 800 tons of wheat from
the flats."
"Just outside Blumberg I noticed several apiaries
containing hundreds of swarms of bees. One belongs
to Mr. H. Ey of Athelstane. He has about 80 swarms,
and I was told that he expected to obtain an
average of a tin of honey (60 lb.) from every five
swarms. During winter the bees . ... (.i !legible)
... warm enough in the hills they are removed to
Blumberg, where at the present time the red gum
provides means of obtaining honey, and later on the
peppermint and other kinds of scrub wi 11 also be
in flower. The bees will be removed to the lower
levels in April. The other principal apiarists in
the district ... are said to be obtaining a good
fiving by the agency of the bees".
The above report gives an impression of great
activity, if not prosperity (by the standards of
that time), in the rural community as a whole and
there is no doubt that combined with various mining
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ventures (clay, rutile and ochre deposits were mined
from time to time) and a couple of short-lived
concerns such as a butter factory and also a bacon
factory, the years up to the First World War were
busy ones for Blumberg residents. Referring to
the above mentioned butter factory, this was
apparently located in the town of Blumberg itself
but was only operating for a couple of years, from
about mid-1906 to mid-1908. Apparently the
business was set up by the Stein Brothers who
started off making butter by hand and after having
some initial success persuaded Conrad Sturm (see
page 98) to build a factory for them to house
the new butter-making machinery they had decided
to buy. However, Sturm, their benefactor or
perhaps sponsor would be a better word, died in
1907 and lack of capital together with bad
management and perhaps competition from the more
well-established Gumeracha butter factory, meant
that their enterprise failed and they went
bankrupt.94
From Sands and McDougall's 1910 Almanack there
also seems to have been a "bacon factory" in
Blumberg, operated by one A. Verrall, but aside
from this single piece of information no other
evidence has been found relating to this mysterious
establishment. Nevertheless these two concerns
indicate a period of experiment in which the town
unsuccessfully tried to acquire industries typical
of other Hills towns at the time. Why they should
have failed or not have been replaced by other
more long lasting attempts is difficult to say,
but it is possible that places like Gumeracha
94
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having set up these industries somewhat earlier
presented too much competition and the major
entrepreneurs of Blumberg, the Pflaum Brothers,
were too tied up with their own business to invest
money elsewhere. In this way, Blumberg remained
very much a · one-business town, (although the
business itself had a number of facets, e.g.
general store, flour mill, wattle bark mill and
chaff mill at its height), and did not accurately
reflect the true extent of agricultural activities
being undertaken in the area around Blumberg.
Concluding this discussion of pre-World War I
agriculture, it i~ important to make reference to a
major· event which occurred during the first decade
of this century. This was the winding down of th~
operations of the South Austral ian Company (see
next section) which started to sell off its
substantial land holdings in the Talunga area
towards the end of the 1910s (Ludlow House was for
instance auctioned in 1908), thus giving many
farmers the chance for the first time to acquire,
at · a price, . the freehold to properties which they
and their forefathers had frequently farmed for
over half-a-century. Thus, the statement in the
Adelaide Chronicle of 13 December, 1902 that, "A
large part of the land in this (Talunga) district
is still owned by the South Austral ian Company"
was no longer true by the beginning of World War I
and what had been a major source of irritation
and grievance on the part of the tenants, that they
could not purchase the land they were cultivating,
disappeared for once and for all. The general
outlook for agriculture, allowing for such things
as droughts, frosts, low prices and so on, in the
Hills area was good in the early years of this
century and the 'up-dated' model of small-scale

intensive farming remained the norm unti 1 after
the Second World War when specialization and
mechanization started to appear on the scene in
earnest. If there were any trends before the
middle 1920s towards more changes in agriculture,
then they were effectively postponed or ; stalled
by the impact of the Great Depression which forced
many small farmers (as opposed to the more
prosperous pastoralists or wheat barons ) back
into a self-sufficiency mode of life reminiscent
to that of their forefathers. Thus, in many ways
the Great War was not a dividing line in agriculture, and in reality the form of farming brought in
during the 1870s-1910s period continued until
World War I I, despite the advent of such things as
tractorsandelectricity. However, the .Great War
did witness the demise of a particular social age
linked with certain ideas and feelings and
therefore in a sense also saw the passing away
of· a rural society based on values and a lifestyle
which had been carried over largely intact from
~he
Victorian Age into the early twentieth
~entury.
In many ways the · modern age did not
begin until the pressure and tensions of World
War I intruded upon the relative harmony and
isolation of these country areas.

The South Austral ian Company and it s tenants
The relationship between the South Australian
Company, by far the largest landholder in the
Talunga District Counci 1, and its tenants was an
i mportant feature of the nineteenth century rural
scene,
particularly in the latter years when
the power and position of the Company was being

challenged by many of its lessees. Overall, it
seems that it was not a very healthy relationship.
In fact, it was positively strained from time to time
when tenants were faced with a combination of heavy
rents, insecurity of tenur~ and poor returns, (in
terms of prices or quantity of crops). The period
from the early 1880's until the early 1900's when the
South Australian Company began to sell its properties,
appears to have been one of great unrest and
discontent with the Company's continuing
stranglehold over large areas of fertile Hills
lands, as the following editorial from an early
issue of the Mount Barker Courier in 1880 indicates:
"It is now many years ago since the South Austral ian
Company made excellent use of their capital by
purchasing the fee-simple of the choicest arable
land in the Onkaparinga and Gumeracha Districts.
The very eyes of the country were picked out by
them; fertile, well-watered valleys, and sunny
hillsides were greedily pounced upon, and
picturesque township land was also taken up; but
as for barren ridges or scrubby unworkable landall that was severely left alone . . . . not only have
the Company persistently abstained from using the
land themselves, but they have point blank refused
to unlock it to other persons who would willingly
pay a liberal price for the freehold, or cultivate
and improve it if they could obtain a lease for a
reasonable period. Over 20,000 acrea of the finest
farming land in the Hills are held by the Company
of absentees, and it is manifestly a monstrous
injustice to these .districts that this large,
estate, ... should be idle and unproductive. The
township of Woodside, for example, is almost
entirely surrounded by the Company's land; and in
the vicinity of Mount Torrens, Blumberg, Lobethal
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and other centres of population these Absentees are
like so many territorial magnates. Some years ago
when the times were bad they in a small measure
yielded to the ·general clamour for land by granting
a number of leases at an average rental of 3s 6d
per acre, but they were for absurdly short periods,
three years being usual limit; besides which, in
the majority of cases a condition was imposed that
only twenty acres should be farmed, while the bulk
of the land should be left unproductive or applied
to grazing purposes. Such was the miserable
concession which was then granted, and we understand
there has been little improvement in their mode of
dealing with the farmers since that time. Another
deterrent to settlement is the practise of the
Company to materially increase the rental where
the lessee has been foolish enough to make
substantial improvements 11 .95
Such was the depth of feeling at the time that the
editorial made not even the slightest attempt to
be impartial - the language of the article alone
reveals the vehemence of the opposition's stand
towards the Company. It is clear the newspaper
was preaching to a converted audience, an audience
that did not have to be swayed by argument but
simply reminded of conditions with which they
were only too familiar. One of the key grievances
of the people in the Hills dfstricts was the
amount of land owned an9 therefore locked up by
the Company- land unavailable for purchase or
lease under reasonable conditions, as they saw
it . Few of them had the inclination to move
elsewhere in search of more land to farm, those who
95
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Mount Barker Courier, (pnd OnkaparinSa and
Gumeracha Advertiser), 22 October, 1 80, p. 2.

wanted to had already done so in the push northwards at the time of the late 1860s/1870~, ahd it
was these people who wanted a chance to expand
their holdings in the Hills areas . This
frustration had been progressively building up
over a long period of time as the South Australian
Company had taken up large tracts of land in these
districts under the special survey system. In the
first year when these surveys were begun, 1839,
the Company claimed in its own right 4,000 acres
of the Lyndoch Valley Special Survey, 9,000 acres
of the Sources of the Onkaparinga Special Survey,
9,000 acres of the Sources and Tributaries of the
Torrens Special Surveys, and 4,000 acres of the
East Source of the Torrens Special Survey.96
Together the Company had about 26,000 acres of some
of the best farming land in the Hills districts by
the early 1840s, when the land claimed under the
special surveys had been finally surveyed and
granted. This situation was confirmed by a report
in the Daily News concerning the twenty-fourth
annual general meeting of the South Australian
Company in June, 1860. The newspaper quoted from
the Company's statement:
''With regard to country lands, the number of acres
possessed by the company under this head on the
31st of December, 1859, was 60,495! . Of these
55 , 839! are leased, . . . . . It may be here observed,
that a large portion of the country possessed by
the company is considered by all competent judges
"to be among the finest in the colony ; this is
particularly the case in the districts of the
Lyndoch Valley, the Onkaparinga and the Torrens.
96

Information from A.J. Perkins, An A~ricultural
and Pastoral State in the making, 1 36-1845.

These districts contain 28 121 acres, and yield an
annual rental of 8,843Z. 11 9

7

Thus, in 1860 nearly half of al 1 the Company 1 s
country lands were located in three districts,
illustrating the extent of concentration of
ownership in what was a relatively small area in South Austral ian terms. By the 1890s, over thirty
years later, the situation had not changed and at
an 1894 meeting with some of his tenants (which
wi 11 be discussed later) the Chairman of the Board
of Directors of the South Australian Company,
Mr. C.G. Roberts, stated that, "the total area of
the Company 1 s property is less than 80,000
acres 11 .98 Considering the t1ount Barker Courier 1 s
report that in 1880 it still had "over 20,000
acres of the finest farming land in the Hills 11 99
and that it may have been more 1 ike 28,000 as the
Company rarely sold any of its land, then in the
mid-1890s the South Australian Company sti 11 had
about a third of all its property in these three
districts.
In the depression years of the late 1880s and
1890s frustration at the intractable position of
the Company regarding the selling and leasing of
land was compounded by anger over what the tenants

considered to be heavy rents. In 1894 about 50
tenants of the Company met with three of the
Company 1 s officers in the District Hotel, Gumeracha
to discuss their petition requesting a reduction
in their rents, the meeting being reported in
The Register of the 19th July, 1894. Roberts, who
chaired the meeting, said that, "We (the Company)
have fifty-two tenants in the (Gumeracha)
district", 100 and the fact that only a couple of
these did not attend attests to the importance in
which this meeting was held. Roberts also said
that:
We know that the 1as t two seasons have been wet
and unfavourable in this district, and that you
have suffered as all other farmers have done from
the unusually low price of farm products.
... After enquiring into each case we let each man
know what remission (of rents) we can make to help
you in this trying time. Some receive more and
some less. The general average of remissions in
the neighbourhood of Gumeracha is 25 per cent of the
year 1 s rent". 101
11

Despite this concession , however, the tenants
were by no means satisfied. The gist of their
argument was that prices for the various agricultural
products of the district (wheat, hay, milk,
butter, peas, and so on) were too low to cover costs,
wages and rent, let alone leave anything for the
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The South Australian Company, Conference with
the Tenants, Reprinted from the S.A. Register,
July 19, 1894.
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The South Austral ian Company, Conference with
the Tenants, p. 2.

Mount Barker Courier, 22 October, 1880, ·p. 2.
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farmer himself. The tenants felt disadvantaged
compared to those who had opened up the northern
districts on more favourable terms. A Mr. W.
Cornish said that:
11 0wing to the extension of the railways and the
cheapness of the land in other districts the
Company 1s tenants were brought into competition
with people who did not pay so much rent as the
tenants paid in rates to maintain the main road.
Land was granted to people at a very cheap rate,
provided that they would live on it , and this fact
t o ld against those who had to pay high rentals. 11 102
Some two months after the meeting with the
Gumeracha residents;
11 a large deputation of tenant's from all the
districts in which the South Austral ian Company
have properties, wa i ted upon the Chairman of
Directors, Mr . C.G. Roberts, and laid before him
a statement of their grievances, and of which they
asked for redress. . . . In that petition they
asked for a general permanent reduction of the
present rents at the proportion of 50 per cent of
the present rentals, the granting of leases for
a period of 21 years without revaluation, and the
granting to al 1 tenants of a right of years without
revaluation, and the granting to all tenants of
a right of purchase at a price now agreed upon.l03
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The South Australian Company, The Tenant 1s
Grievances, Reprinted from the S.A . Register ,
September 11, 1894, p. 1.

... The aim of the present deputation was to get
the rent reduced, so that the tenants could pay
their way and have something left for themselves.
For a number of years past the value of produces
had become so reduced that it was impossible for
anyone to pay the present re~ts and have anything
at all for himself . .. There was another thing the
leases as a rule were too short . . . long leases
would be better because it would induce a man to
improve the property . On a short lease a man might
put up improvements, and at the end of term he
might have to leave or pay an additional rent". 104
One of the main things the petitioners were asking
for was a 11 general reduction of 50 per cent .. for
all the 242 tenants of the Company 11 , instead of
11 concessions varying with the merits of each
particular case 11 . 10 !:> The Chairman of the Company
argued strenuously against this, countering every
point made by a tenant in favour of this 1acrossthe-board1 reduction in rents. He summed up his
point of view when he said :
11 1 tell you I have gone to the extreme limit of
what I think is right . .. The reductions we have
made amount to over one-third of the rents, which
includes the rents of those who have been in
possession seven years, and of those who have been
one year . Thirty-three per cent is a considerable
amount to take out of thg pockets of the shareholders
as a pure concess ion 11. 10
104

ibid, p. 2.
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The tenants also requested the granting of 21 year
leases instead of the usual seven. A Mr. Jamieson
of Gumeracha spoke in support of the proposed
change:
"As a tenant, with my father before me, of over
thirty years, I think if we had longer leases with
low rents things might have been better and we
might have had more improvements than we have
at the present time. The twenty-one years' lease
was asked for upon the basis of a 50 per cent
reduction of the present rentals. The long lease
will give us security of tenure, which is necessary
if a good many industries are to be started which
must necessarily be started if we are to live
in these times. The dairying industry 'will
be fostered by security of tenure. At present
tenants with money will not help these industries
to the same extent on short leases. Under the
present circumstances we cannot get security of
tenure, and the starting of those industries must
~ome from those who are permanently settled on the
.land. Last time you were here you said the Company
would not sell the land". 107
Roberts did not agree with this request either;
"For agricultural lands it is best to revise the
rent every seven years". In respect of the right
to purchase no headway was made at all, in fact he
took the tone that it was the Company that was being
treated unfairly, not the tenants:

allow the Company to be unjustly run down. There
are people who have been running us down most
unjustly . ... I hope you will not be unreasonable,
and we will not be hard . . . . Times will improve .
We have had bad times before''.108
This last comment is both interesting and
illuminating. It shows that beneath the determined
stance of the Company there was a fear that
continued agitation by the tenants could lead to
problems from other quarters and The Register of
11 September, 1894, which reported the discussion
of "The Tenants Grievances", alluded to this when
it commented that:
"The Legislature itself has no more right to
interfere by subjecting the Company to pressure
on behalf of the lessees than it has to require
that some of the legal advocates of those tenants
shall reduce their consultation fees on account of
the decreased earning · of their cl ients."109
To summarise, little was resolved by these approaches
from the tenants whose main problems were not solved
by even a substantial ·reduction in rents. The
situation was, on the tenants side that:
(l) they could not purchase the land they were
farming, and as the Company owned a substantial
proportion of the (better) freehold land in areas
like Gumeracha or the Onkaparinga, this reduced
their chances of buying freehold land at

"I think the Company have treated you most
liberally, and I do hope the tenants will not
107

ibid, p.
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(2)

(3)

(4)

reasonable prices from other ~ources.
they could not even farm all the land they
leased from the Company, so effectively their
rents, based on a certain number of shillings
per acre, were actually higher than they
seemed.
the leases were far too short, seven years
at the most, to give anything like security
of tenure, or to encourage tenants to make
improvements on their properties as they
might have to leave or pay higher rents when
the lease was renewed. Under adverse
economic conditions, however, seven years,
with rents based on times of higher prices
for farm produce, could be too long.
during bad seasons, when either the crops
failed or prices dropped (often dramatically)
the tenants could simply not pay their rents,
or costs 1 ike machinery and hired labour,
as well as adequately providing for themselves
and their families . Under these conditions
many fell into debt.

The Company, represented by its Chairmam of
Directors, Mr. Roberts felt that:
(1)

(2)
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if it was forced to sell its lands , for one
reason or another (through Government decree
or by the imposition of more land tax), then
tenants might merely be exchanging one
landlord for another, one who might not be so
amenable to the tenants needs.
it had made rent concessions in the past (on
the basis of need), and the present reduction
of a third in rents was more than liberal .

(3)

(4)

(5)

an 'across the board' reduction of 50 per cent
in rents was not possible as it would
adversely affect the company sharehdlders.
In the Gumeracha address he stressed that
there were only 519 shareholders and half
of these were widows, spinsters, and
clergymen, who needed their assets to be
properly taken care of! Also it was unfair
for everybody to get the same reduction in
rents as people had taken up their leases
at different periods of time, and had held
them for varying lengths of time, and besides
some of them (75 in al 1) had freehold land
of their own and therefore were not completely
dependent on the Company.
Times were hard but would surely get better,
as they had done before, so they should all
pull together; "in 1868 and in 1872 people
were in despair with the red rust ... but times
improved, and we should take heart and
encouragement from that fact". 110
"a contract is a contract".lll

The issue of the tenants versus the Company was a
major one that was not finally resolved until the
Company itself was wound up in the early twentieth
century and its lands offered for sale to the
existing tenants. With the demise of the Company
a major force in rural affairs, particularly in the
older settled areas, disappeared.
•1 10
111

ibid, p. 9.
ibid, p. 4.

"You must remember that a contract
and that a concession is a
voluntary thing, wholly voluntary, given by
the landlord, in this case the Company - ... " .

~contract ,

PART TWO:

1915-1939

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
This period begins shortly after the First World
War, then called the Great War, was declared in
August, 1914. On the 21st of that month the Mount
Barker Courier reported that:
11

At Blumberg last Thursday evening the Reverend
H. Harms addressed a large audience and exhorted
them to be loyal, as British subjects, to their
King and country. He was sure that, if they were
called upon, they would be found willing to assist
in defending the honour of their beloved King and
country with goods and chattles, body and life 11 • 112

schools on 30 June, 1917, and lastly, the name of
Blumberg itself. According to the Nomenclature
Committee 1 s Report on Enemy Place Names which came
out in November, 1916, Blumberg was to be changed
to 11 Perroomba 11 , 11 the name given to wattle blossom
by the Adelaide tribe of Aborigines 11 , 114 Oliventhal
was to become 11 Pumampe 11 meaning 11 valley 11 , and the
Hundred of Pflaum, near the Victorian border and
named in honour of 1 Fritz 1 Pflaum for his service
as a Member of the House of Assembly from 1902-1915,
was to be renamed the Hundred of Geegeela.
Interestingly Lobethal was to be called 11 Marananga 11 ,
Hahndorf 11 Yantaringa 11 and Grunthal, 11 Tumbeela 11 •
However, none of the above names were ever used,
partly because the locals did not particularly like
accepting what were to them meaningless Aboriginal
names and partly because there were better ways in
which to remind them that they were British subjects.
Hence:

Despite this fervent address and the equally
fervent motion carried afterwards supporting the
British cause, there was little real enthusiasm
for a war that had just begun and which was to
draw on interminably for four long years.
Altogether 30 men enlisted with seven making the
1
supreme sacrifice 1 113, including two of 1 Theo 1 •
Pflaum 1 s sons and F.S. Jeffrey, the second headmaster of Blumberg 1 s fledgling high school. There
were other casualties, however, among them the
High School, which closed in January, 1917 and was
not to reopen unti 1 1931, the Lutheran Primary
School, which also closed, like all other 1 German 1

When the Nomenaclature Act of 1917 .. was gazetted
on the lOth January, 1918, .. the Governor had seen
fit to substitute much more patriotic names, in
many cases, than those recommended by the Committee,
and a number of towns and Localities received names
which are associated with some of the bloodiest
and least decisive battles of the Great War. In the
revised list Hahndorf became Ambleside; Lobethal
Tweedvale (at the suggestion of the townspeople);
.. and Blumberg became Birdwood! after the General of
that name, of Gallipoli fame 11 • 15
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Nor was this all as several noted Members of
Parliament of German origin* retired from office,
including Dr. Homburg and 1 Fritz 1 Pflaum of the
District of Murray, neither of whom were re-elected
to their seats in the House of Assembly in 1915.116
Early the following yeart the Mount Barker Courier
reported that 1 Theo ; 1 Pflaum was planning to sell
his 11 fine business properties consisting of the
mill and store 11 . 117 What prompted this can only
be guessed att but perhaps the uncertain and unhappy
mood of the times had 1 driven 1 him to contemplate
this decisiont certainly it seems unlikely that
economic reasons alone were behind it give n
that there would have been an increase rather
than a falling off in the demand for flour, (due to
war time conditions). The impact on Blumberg of
the First World War is hard to assess but at the
very least it disturbed the pe~ce and tranquility
of the small town. The residents took the new
name of the town without too much protest and the
visit of General Birdwood in Marcht 1920 made the
change much more personal and acceptable than simply
being given the name of a World War I battle like
Grunthal, which became Verdun in 1918.118
116

A State election was held on 27 Marcht 1915.
Both Dr. Homburg and 1 Fritz 1 Pflaum had
represented the voters of the District of
Murray for many years but were not returned in
this election.

117

Mount Barker Couriert 28 Januaryt l916 t p. 3.
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For the react1on of South Australia (particularly
Adelaide) to General Birdwood 1 s visit see The
Chroniclet 13 Marcht 1920t pp. 13 (full page of
photographs) t 26 and 36.
* 1 Fritz 1 Pflaum although Danish born was
considered to be German.

The continuing association of General t later Lordt
Birdwood with the townt particularly through the
Pflaum family wit h which he regularly communicatedt
helped to dampen any enthusiasm for a return to
Blumberg. That there was some support for the old
name seems sure but with the influence of the Pflaums
and a sizeable proportion of the town 1 s population
on the side of retaining Birdwood t the residents
did not follow Lobethal 1 s example and publicly
119
agitate for a return to German names in the 1930s.
They did however petition for the reopening of a
High School in the Torrens Valley district as early
as Decembert 1918 but the Director of Education
regretted that financially this was not possible and
would have to wait until better times prevailed.
Apparentlyt 1 Theo. 1 Pflaum tried to persuade the
initial gathering at Gumeracha to support the idea
that the re-opened High School they were requesting,
should be quartered in its former home ofBirdwood:120
119

Mount Barker Couriert 16 Octobert 1941, p. 1.
11
A Par 1 i amenta ry Bi 11 to change the name of
Klemzig to Gaza brings recollections of the
transfer of names of the last war period. Some
were 1 dinkum 1 t others a mistaket and reversion
took place later . Klemzig people feel repulsion
to their caption, and the new law sets out to
wipe all the reference to it from recordst plans
and public memory. In the Hi llst Birdwood and
Verdun have never desired reversion to the old
Blumberg and Grunthalt . .. 11

·
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However, this was not to be perhaps because of the
rivalry of the two towns, perhaps because of the
fact t hat Bi r dwood was st ill perceived to be a
German community, despite a change of name.
1918 was an eventful year for Birdwood with the
adoption of a new name at the beginning of the
year, the end of the war in November, and the call
for the re-opening of the High School in November/
December. Also during 1917 a new classroom had
been bui l t for the infant department at a cost of
£720 and this was completed early the fo l lowing
year. 12 1 Of much greater significance however, was
the long-awaited opening of the Balhannah-Mount
Pleasant railway in September, 1918. At last
the railway had come to Birdwood~ Construction · had
taken just under four years, providing work for a
number of loca l s , and e ven after the li ne had been
opened there was still emp l oyment for a few men, in
fa ·c t, "At one time the Railways owned several houses
in the town 11 .122 Two substantial houses were
located in the main street (one was for the stationmaster) and several other smaller cottages were
built for the gangers in one of the side str~~ts.
Initially the railway was successful but the
improvement of road transport, particularly the
completion of the Gorge Road in the early 1920s,
soon undermined its role and showed that it had been
constructed far too late to play a lasting part in
the development of the district. Cars, buses, even
horse transport, were apparently faster and more
121
122

Birdwood and Distr ict Schools Exhibition 1936
- Centenary Souvenir, p. 7.
Tor ren s Valley Historical Journal, No. 11,
May, 1980, p. 5 .

convenient than the train service, but:
"For a time the rai 1 was the l i feblood of Birdwood,
supp l ying the f lour mill with its produce to process
and deliver. The stock market developed into a
large business; cattle, sheep, wool, dairy produce,
minerals, logs, firewood, wattle bark, fencing
posts, all going out to the rest of the world,
superphosphate and other supplies coming in.
But soon, . . . one enterprise after another came to a
halt. The onset of road transport was the main
factor as it was more convenient, cheaper and time
saving. The stock market closed, timber and mineral
resources exhausted."l23
From 1918 unti 1 the end of Wor l d War I I, the railway
1
held i ts own 1 despite the adva nces i n motorized
transport but after the last war the line was little
used and was finally closed in the mid-1960s.
The 1920s
The 1 20s opened auspiciously enough for Birdwood
with the visit of its ·new namesake, General Sir
William Birdwood, on 15 March, 1920 to " assist in
the ceremony of laying the foundation stone of a
war memorial in the shape of a marble and granite
arch". 124 The visit was a coup de etat for the
township which a few years earlier, in the midst
of war fever, was one of those untrustworthy German

s.
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View of the Birdwood Railway Station (post 1918)

Truck load of wheat at the Birdwood Railway Station
for F. Pflaum & Co. (1929)
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communities that were to be so much feared . Lord and
Lady Birdwood, after their warm welcome in the
town, made two scholarships available to children
of the primary school from the end of 1920. Thus,
the relationship between the town and the Birdwood
family was firmly established, complete with "an
enlarged photograph" of the General presented by
him to the town and hung in the Institute.
The next few years saw events that were of
significance to the Talunga district as well as
to Birdwood. In October, 1921 the Mount Barker
Courier noted that the last section of the formation
work for the new Gorge-Gumeracha road would shortly
be completed, and that the foundation stone for
the Gumeracha Soldier's Memorial Hospital had been
laid; 125 the Hospital being officially opened
the following July. Also in 1921 the last horsedrawn coach ran between Mount Pleasant and Adelaide,
leaving travellers to choose between the railway,
bus or private transport, while the census of that
year revealed that Birdwood had a population of
some 534 people 1 iving in 123 houses. According
to the results of the census, Birdwood was the
most populous of the five towns situated in the
Talunga district being on a par with Mount Pleasant ,
which had 522 residents, and having overtaken
Gumeracha, with 416 people. Mount Torrens, with
320 people, and Forreston, with 119 residents,
were well behind the other three towns.
Interestingly this 'trend' of Birdwood moving
ahead of the other towns in terms of population
was already evident in the 1911 census and was to
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continue in the 1933 and 1947 counts. The reason
behind this is difficult to ascertain but what
can be said is that the town of Birdwood was
one of the leading settlements in the Talunga/
Torrens Valley distr ict, being matched in (or
perhaps competing for) influence only by Gumeracha
and Mount Pleasant.
The next occasion of importance for the district
was the introduction of a Higher Primary School
at Birdwood:
"The higher primar.y school concept (provided for
in the Education Act of 1915) of training in
high school subjects at schools where numbers
we re not sufficient to warrant a high school,
provided a stop-gap measure for the district unti 1
the end of 1930. Then, in response to a widespread demand, the High School at Birdwood was
reopened in 1931, housed partly in the Birdwood
Institute and partly in the Primary School". 126
With the establishment of a Higher Primary School,
Birdwood in effect regained the High School it
had lo st in 1917 and once again took the lead in
educating the young of the Talunga district,
although there were students who came f rom as far
away as Hannum. In 1925, the Birdwood and Pflaum
families instituted a number of cash scholarships
(5 in all) to be awarded in perpetuity to the boy
and girl with the best academic results at each
stage of the then High School course. It was
hoped that these would prove an incentive to
academic excellence and provide some help for a
126
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student to further a High School education 11 • 127
In the year that the Higher Primary School was
established, the Adelaide Electric Supply Company
received permission from the ratepayers of the
District Council of Talunga to extend a power
supply to their area. 12~ Apparently the erection
of poles in Birdwood for the new line was underway
by the middle of the year, and the power supply may
well have been on 1 ine · within a few months. At
any rate, both Gumeracha and Birdwood were
connected by 1926, while Mount Pleasant had to
wait until the following year. Also in 1925 the
building of the Mount Pleasant Public Hospital was
begun, so that the Talunga district now had two
·modern hospitals located within its boundaries,
giving Birdwood residents a choice of facilities.

suddenly, and by and large unwillingly, found itself
part of a larger picture from which it could not
return to its former comfortable cocoon.
Nevertheless, this sudden rush of change d id not
immediately alter the face of everyday life in the
small rural community and many of the new additions
were assimilated with relative ease, at least on the
surface. Whatever changes had occurred were greatly
obscured by the onset of the Great Depression which
slowed down the rate of change considerably unti 1
the Second World War began in 1939.
A description of Birdwood in the Register of
June 1926 reveals the picture of a prosperous,
self-contained, and by and large, content,
community'
The townwhip presents a particularly neat and
cleanly appearance. The ancient hovels of wattle
and daub have given place to handsome and
commodious modern dwellings, the streets are
kerbed and the footpaths maintained in first-class
order. The most conspicuous building is Messrs.
Pflaum 1 s flour mi 11, which towers like the T. and
G. Building above all the other structures . . . .
The religious needs of the residents are met by
a Roman Catholic Church, which draws its adherents
from 15 miles around; and a Lutheran Church. The
Baptist also hold services in the institute. A
spacious hotel, of two stories, with 26 rooms,
ministers to the wants of travellers. Altho ugh
consisting of various nationalities and differ i ng
religious denominations, the people evince a most
amicable spirit in working for the advancement
and prosperity of the town . . . Everything about
the pleasant little township witne sses to t he
public spirit and large-heartedness of its
11

Looking at the above events we can see that
generally the period 1918-1928, when the Great
Depression began somewhat prematurely in South
Australia, was an active decade for Birdwood
and the district of which it was a part. The
introduction of modern· services such as a
railway, electricity, district hospitals and so
on, together with the enormous social impact of
the Great \4ar, ended whatever isolation the town
had had prior to 1914 . Indeed the coming of World
War I heralded the real end of the nineteenth
century for Blumberg, as indeed it did for much of
Australia. It was truly the passing of an age,
even for a quiet little town like Blumberg which
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dwellers. Perhaps the most memorable day in its
annals was the occasion of the visit of the genial
and victorious general after whom the town
assumed its new name. A lavish display of flags
and streamers, a guard of honour by the school
children, and a troop of returned soldiers joined
in an enthusi astic welcome to the galant and
popular soldier, and his thoughtful and gracious
manners won all hearts.••l29
Birdwood High School
The '20s d rew to a close with littl e apparent
indication of concern by the town for the impact
of the Great Depression. In April, 1929 Ernest T.
Pflaum:
as Chairman of the Birdwood School Committee,
dispatched a three-page petition and covering
letter to the Minister for Education, reminding the
government of the 1917 promise to re-estab lish a
~igh Schoo l.
The nearest High School was 25 miles
away. Birdwood Higher Primary School boasted
increasing enrolment and high parent interest.
... A deadly year's silence followed the submission
of the petition . . . The general public and employers
fulminated against High Schools - expensive
luxuries in depressed times . . . In October 1930,
further correspondence between the Birdwood School
Committee and the Educational Department reassured
authority that there was a building which could be
used to hold High School classes for just ten
shillings a week . . . , it was announced that a High
School would indeed be opened in Birdwood for the
11
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The Register, 29 June, 1926, p. 11.

beginn ing of the 1931 school year. 11 130
Thus, Birdwood once again had a properly recognized
High School, with some 50 odd students and three
teachers being housed in ~he Institute. In fact,
the development of the High School leading to the
construction of a bui lding to house the growing
student population in 1937, was Birdwood's
outstanding achievement in the depressed decade
of the 1930s. Given the impossibility of doing
much about the state of the economy which affected
rural life almost as badly as the urban areas,
the progress of the High School was something the
residents of the town could put their energies into.
As in decades before, the Pflaum family took a
position of leadership in re spec t to the High
School. Ernest Theodor Pflaum, by now in charge
of the flour mi 11, was elected Chairman of the
High School Council, a position he was to hold
for nearly 16 years. His wife became the first
President of the Ladi-es' Committee. Interestingly,
' 'It was announced that Genera 1 Bi rdwood 1 s crest,
bearing the new school motto 11 Labor Omnia Vincit 11
(Work c9n~uers every~hing) was to be the school
badge 11 • 3
Again the · connection with the General
and his family was reinforced. Although the
Birdwoods deserved recognition for the scho lar sh i ps
they gave to the school, use of the family crest
was a rather 'intimate' demonstration of loyalty
and 'belonging'.
Despite the success in re-establish in g a High
130

Butler, op. cit., p. 24.
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School in Birdwood, the battle was not completely
over:
"Because the Depression hurt South Australia even
more terribly as 1931 progressed, the first school
concert was used to good effect in getting more
signatures to a 'petition for the retention of
High Schools'. Rumour emanating from the seat of
Educational Power in Flinders Street was becoming
far too strong to be dismissed lightly. On 9 July,
the High School Council had 'held a most
enthusiastic meeting' to help 'combat the bitter
attacks now being made on High Schools . . . . Despite
times when hearts leapt to mouths, the state-wide
struggle during the months ahead finally produced
permanent recognition of the place of 'certain
country high schools .. economies could .. be effected
in other directions". 132
Finally the future of Birdwood High School was
assured, although there was a constant vigilance
kept over the number of scholars attending, so that
there would be no chance of the school being closed
due to lack of numbers. Various committees and
fund-raising exercises provided the back-up to
students hit by the effects of the Depression. By
1935 the community felt strong enough to agitate
for a new High School building to be erected as
the Institute was crowded and lacked facilities
of any sort. In June of that year:
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recommendation concerning the school building' .
.. 1936- State Centenary Year- began cheeringly
for Bir.dwood High School. Enrolments were higher
than ever and the Education Department approved
the purchase of the desired block . This site of
two acres next to the Institute had been part
of the deceased estate of Carl August Neumann,
sometime postmaster in Birdwood, who died in 1922.
.. On 3 April, the Minister and Acting-Director
of Education inspected the land with Birdwood's
local Member of Parliament, the Han. T. Playford.
Finally, on 9 June, the land passed to the Education
Department . . . Birdwood's long-awaited red brick
building was to include three classrooms, library,
retiring rooms, science laboratory, Headmaster's
and staff rooms, workshop, and Domestic Arts
centre. H. E. Burls of Woodside won the contract,
with his quotation of £4,000 .. Work began .. on
25 March .. A large crowd streamed onto the building
site some six weeks later to witness the venerable
87-year-old H.A.T . Pflaum lay the foundation stone
of the new school on 7 May at 3.00 p. m. 11 133 'Thea. 1
Pflaum was called upon to fulfil the foundation
stone laying ceremony as the oldest resident of
the town and made his famous speech recollecting
the early appearance of Birdwood and the changes
that had taken place in his 1 ifetime.

"the High School Council rejoiced to hear the
Director of Education had sent a letter to the
Minister of Education with •a favourable

The new school was completed in December, 19 37 and
opened in that month by the Minister of Edu cation .
It represented the culmination of nearly 20 years
of effort by the town, ever since the first moves
were made to re-establish a high school in the
district in late 1918. Under the strain of the
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ibid, p. 36.

ibid, p. 50.

Depression years the uncertain future of the high
school was a psychological rallying point for
the townspeople and provided them with a common
goal to strive for. If Lobethal survived the '30s
economically through the fortunes of the Woollen
Mills which apparently had recovered its position
by as early as 1931, then Birdwood saw the decadeout emotionally through the unity and strength of
purpose engendered by the fight to save its high
school, the symbol of the town's progressive
identity, if not its uniqueness amongst the
other townships of the Torrens Valley.
Birdwood also boasted a rather unusual church from
December, 1929, when the former Baptist Congregation
reorganised itself into the Birdwood United Church.
This was an attempt to set up an inter-denominational
church although it never seriously challenged the
membership of either the Lutheran or Catholic
Churches. Evidently:
During the First World War .. because he was
concerned at the bloodshed .. horror and futility of
war, ... and that there was even no unity between
religious denominations, Mr. E.A. Theel (son-in-law
of Pflaum) conceived the idea of a Church, embracing
all denominations in Birdwood . . . this was eagerly
accepted and the vision of the Peace Memorial
Church, the then suggested name, came into
existence. In November 1916 an amount of £155 in
cash .. was the start of the .. Church, .. To assist
in the building of the Church, Mrs. T. Pflaum
during World War I gave £200. One of her sons was
killed-in-action and from the money received from
his Insurance pol icy she donated £100 towards the
scheme. ·Under similar circumstances Mrs. Jeffreya Methodist, also donated £100, (her son was a
11

school teacher at the Blumberg High School).
Following the death of a second son in the war Mrs.
Pflaum donated a further £100. 11 134 Despite this
firm resolve to commence the building of a church,
it was some 40 years until this finally came about;
the foundation stone of the church being laid by
Ernest Pflaum in December, 1956. What slowed down
the momentum of the movement can only be guessed at
but it seems doubtful that i't was lack of money in
the first instance, perhaps it was that setting up
a Peace Memorial Church was seen as being somewhat
unpatriotic at the time, considering that the
First World War was still being fought. Regardless
of why the Peace Memorial Church did not come into
being, it still demonstrated the effects the war
had on some of the residents of the town, and
the sentimehts expressed in the desire to set up
such a church may have been indicative of many
more who, rather than being exclusively pro-German
or pro-English, (if there were any that were~)
probably wished the whole conflict had not started
in the first place.
As Birdwood was much more of a rural community than
Lobethal, at this time, it is not surprising to
find social rather than economic concerns
predominant during the later 1920s and 1930s.
After the burst of activity in the early '20s when
many essential services like electric power came
to the district, only the High School, another
flare of interest in gold mining, mainly by
unemployed people from Adelaide, and the
amalgation of the District Councils of Talunga and
134

Torrens Valley Historical Journal, No. 13,
December, 1980, p. 9.
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Para Wirra to form the new District Council of
Gumeracha in 1935,135 added new direction to life
in the Birdwood area. The unemployed apparently
lived in a camp established for them on the old
goldfields to the north of the town; 11 Here the
unfortunate received their rations, while eogaged
in desultory prospecting and wood-cutting 11 • 136
At this stage the Mount Torrens Cyanide Works were
still in operation, as they would be until 1955,
and so any finds that were made could easily
be processed. However, apart from a few hardy
old-timers who became 'hooked' on prospecting,
1 ittle was found in the way of gold compared with
earlier years and when the war came, if not
before, most left to return to the city. However,
while the onset of World War I I, solved some
economic problems, it caused other ones for the
rural community; it too, 11 caused much disruption,
with its food coupons and rationing and day-light
saving ... Labour for farm-work was in extremely
short supply. Petrol was scarce, and cars often
dragged gas producers behind them11 • There were a
range of other problems which resulted in, 11 The
end of the war (finding) the farming industries ·
generally in a dilapidated condition. Maintenance
had been neglected, labour was short, many materials
were almost unobtainable, so that any rapid
expansion of production to meet the needs of
overseas countries was impracticable . . . . The
135

136

147

The new District Counci 1 of Gumeracha was
divided into 7 wards - Birdwood, Chain of
Ponds, Cudlee Creek; Kersbrook, Mount Torrens,
North Gumeracha and South Gumeracha.
G. Rathjen, Sources and Tributaries, p. 68.

general inflation of the price level of
commodities, however, improved the general economic
position on most farms -many debts were repaid,
and the countryside generally accumulated wealth
to an extent which it had not known during the
previous 20 years. 11 137 This was written in 1949,
ten years after the end of this period of our
stud ies, but it does serve to i llust rate the point
that for rural Australia, as indeed for the whole
nation, the Second World War was a major turning
point. The stringencies, problems and outlook
of farmers, were initially excaberated by the war
which brought government controls they had never
known before, like the Wheat Board, fluctuations
in supply and demarid, and so on, but in the long
run, gave .rise to a prosperity that was new in the ·
annals of Austral ian farming. As the 1950s
·
approached there was a marked rise in the p r ice of
rural land and before long agriculture was no
longer a poor man's occupation. Unfortunately this
rapid process of moderniza tion had its casualties,
not the least of wh ich was the demise of a unique,
tight-knit way of life, supportive and restricti ve
at the same time, and we ll integrated with the
dominant mode of production (i.e. intensive smallscale farming) that centred around small townships
like Birdwood and others. The Adelaide Hil ls were
particularly hard hit because of their closeness
to the capital, but the decline of the rural
centres was a feature of the post-war period
throughout the state, if not the nation. In most
137

Australia 1949- The Herald Year Book,
11
(
Pastoral and Agricultural Development
in Austral ia 11 by Prof. S.M. Wadham), p. 537.

cases the change was not immediately noticeable
and took perhaps a decade or so to show to its
full extent. For Birdwood a great loss was the
closure of the Pflaum flour mill, which while
not a major employer by this stage, had
nevertheless been a source of pride and
distinction for the town - it was the loss of a
symbol although the community still retained its
other important one- the Birdwood High School.
All in all, the period beginning with the Second
World War and continuing until today, saw the
transformation of the rural areas close to Adelaide
to an extent that clearly delineated it from all
the other preceding historical periods and
therefore is an appropriate place to conclude this
portion of our study on Birdwood.
·
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CHAPTER FIVE:

Sett l ement patterns, early buildings
and pioneer building techniques
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SETTLEMENT PATTERN
In contrast to the earlier German settlements of
Hahndorf (1839), Bethany (1842), Lobethal (1842)
and Langmeil (1843), Blumberg was not based on a
traditional Hufendorf 1 (farmlet ,village) layout.
These earlier townships had been established by
close knit congregational communities and wider
rural settlement was a secondary phase which
occurred as it became evident that larger holdings
were required. At Blumberg, however, a scattered
rural settlement created the need for a central
township which was then laid out in a number of
stages according to demand. .The two earliest subdivisions,
01 iventhal (Section 6594) and Blumberg
(eastern half of Section 6587),consisted of an
irregular collection of . allotments which were
apparently laid out on the basis of individual
needs, rather than as the nucleus of a formal
township (see Map 12, p.159). However, the subdivision of the western portion of Section 6587
was more orderly, being made up of narrow township
allotments which varied between 1 and 4 acres (0.4
and 1.6 hectares). Each of these allotments faced
'Hufendorf' - a rural settlement in which the
hufen or farmlets were laid out in long narrow
strips which crossed a stream. The farmer's
cottage and out buildings were located near a
road at one end of the strip while the land
near the stream was used for water meadows and
the tethering and pasturing of cattle .
Vegetable gardens and·orchards grew at the front
and back of the farmbuildings, with wheat and
rye or other grain crops beyond . The backlands
and surrounding forests were used as common
pasture for cattle, goats and pigs.
151

onto the Government Road which intersected this
section and during the 1860s they were taken up by
a variety of people including storekeepers, tradesmen, laborers and farmers. (The general layout of
this area is still identifiable on the 1983 township
plan, Map 13, p.160).
Settlement along the Williamstown Road
The earliest records of permanent settlement in the
district surrounding the present township of Birdwood
are found in the registers of annual returns of land
under cultivation by tenants of the South Australian
Company, 1842-1860. (See Table14, p . 248). Prior to
1848 n.o sections within 4 km of Bi rdwood had been
leased from the Company and only one section had
been granted for this area since the initial land
grants to it and other speculators in 1841-42 (see
Table13, p.245). However, stock was grazed in the
area from an early date, both by private individuals
and by the South Australian Company, and the first
structures in the district may have been simple
one~roomed shepherd's huts.
Alternatively camps
may have bee~ established near sites such as the
large gum tree on Section 6618, Hundred of Talunga,
which is locally known as the Shepherd's Tree.
This would have provided adequate shelter for
itinerant shepherds as the trunk wrapped almost
completely around a hollow centre. Although this
tree has been since damaged by fire it is still
standing (see opposite page) and is remembered to
have been used for shelter by charcoal burners in
about 1914.2

2

Mr. V. Rathjen, 1983 .

The Shepherd's Tree, Section 6618 ,
Hundred of Talunga

The South Austral ian Company records for 1848 show
tenants on 8 sections within approximately 4 km.
of Birdwood (see Table 14, p. 248). Buildings had
been erected on 7 sections and these included 1
hut, 6 slab huts, 2 turf huts and 1
stone house, the turf huts being described
as cob in later records. By 1849, 21 sections
had been leased within the same area and a general
store had been opened on Section 6601, the tenants
on this section being named as Pilz and Rathmann.
The settlement continued to grow steadily and in
1851 the records refer to a chapel (later
described as a school house) on land held by
Schultz Kruger and Matthes. According to church
records) the local Lutheran congregation attended
services in Kruger's home until a small church was
built in 1850, and the site of this building is
still marked by a low mound in the north-west
corner of Section 6598. The site of the first
cemetery is located nearby and is identified by
a small monument erected in 1936.
The South Austral ian Company Records for 1853 are
supplemented by the assessment records for the
Talunga District Council which gi.ve the name of
the cultivator and details of the buildings for
all of the occupied sections within the Council
area. These records account · for approximately
75% of the sections within 4 km. of Birdwood and
give a clear indication' of the density of settlement at this time. Within this ·area 116 sections

3 Noted in pamphlet on the history of the Holy
Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church, Birdwood.

I
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were occupied and 74 of these had at least one
dwelling (with a maximum of 4 houses on any one
section). 58 dwellings were simply described as
hut or house, 22 as slab, 8 as cob, 6 as stone
and 1 as brick. In addition to the church/
schoolhouse mentioned above, the 1853 records also
refer to a store on part Section 6602 (one acre
leased by Carl Rathmann), a smiths shop on part
Section 6603 (half acre leased by Jac~b My~r) and
two shops on part Section 6587 (one on twenty
acres leased by Gottlieb Kloch and the other on
twenty acres leased by Johann Hanel d). 4
The settlement of Blumberg was laid out in a
number of stages, but its first commercial
activities were located along the valley within
which the South Austral ian Company had selected
its land (now defined by the Williamstown Road
and Angas Creek Road). By the time farming
commenced in the district this was also part of
the direct route between the German settlements
at Hahndorf and Lobethal and those in the Barossa
Valley. In 1853 the Travellers Inn was erected
on the intersection between this route and the
Adelaide-Mt. Pleasant Road, the first l icencee
being Mr. E.J. Scupin, a settler in the area from
1849.

4

Records held in the Department of Lands show
that in 1854 part Section 6587 was sold to
Johann Gottlieb Kloke, a wheelwri-ght of
Blumberg (19~ acres) and part to Johann
Christlieb Handel, a blacksmith (19-k acres).
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BIRDWOOD · SURVEY:

MAP 11 - LAND 'tJ ITH IN ·APPROXIMATELY 4- KM Of BI RDWOOD
AssESSED BY THE 1ALUNGA DisTRICT CouNCIL IN

1853

The area in which the hotel was built is locally
known as Francis and the following extract from
"A Jewel Casket, Birdwood -Old Blumberg, Memories
of H.A.T. Pflaum•• described this settlement.

was transferred to Heinrich Hanckel for a sum of
£800 but no other portions of this section were
subdivided and sold during the period in which the
hotel remained open.

"On my arrival here in 1869, the' first building
remember was the hotel, now the dwelling of George
Stott. It was then the Travellers Rest, and was
kept by Mr. Scupin, the son-in-law of old Miethke,
who 1 ived in a 1 ittle hut nearby. Scupin built
the two storey house against the hil 1 across the
Torrens nearby. As shown in the old District
Council maps, a township named 'Francis' had been
s urveyed here .. . Opposite the hotel above
mentioned was a general store (now 11 lvynook")
built by Mr. Rathmann, who also had the Post
Office there.

Settlement along the Adelaide-Mount Pleasant Road

This store was later changed to a chemist shop
kept by Mr. Carl Heuzenroeder, who had reached the
great age of 96 at the time of his death. Several
other cottages were situated at this place named
'Francis' all of which have, in the writer's time,
been pulled down. 11 5
Other than the above account no documentary
evidence has been found to support the existence
of a subdivision named 1 Francis 1 and it is
interesting to note that the hotel 1 icence was
issued for the Travellers Inn at Blumberg (1854
and 1855) and Blumberg (1856 to 1874), but never
for a location at 'Francis' . In 1858 a small
portion of Section 6392, . containing the hotel,
5
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Mt. Barker Courier, Thursday, lOth March,
1949, p.6.

On the 14 February 1854 Johann Gottlob Bluemel,
a farmer of Blumberg, purchased Section 6587 from
George Fife Angas, and in the following month he
subdivided this into three parts, one of which
consisted of 38t acres and the other two of 19*
acres each. The smaller portions were sold to
Johann Gottlieb Klpke, a wheelwright, and Johann
Christlieb Handel, a blacksmith, both of whom are
1 isted as storekeepers for this section in the 1853
counci 1 assessment records. In the same month
Bluemel mortgaged the western half of Section 6587
along with Sections 6586, 6595 and 6596 to Bernhard
Hochreuther, a watchmaker of Adelaide, and this
agreement included 11 the mill situate and being on
the western moiety of the said section numbered
6587 together with the machinery gear and fittings
now or hereafter to be in or about the said mill".
On the 12 February 1857 all of these sections
were reconveyed to Bluemel .
The initial subdivision of Section 6587 defined
what was to become the c'e nt re of the new set t 1ement of Blumberg, but 1 i.ttle additional subdivision occurred before 1860 and by this time the
nearby settlement of 01 iventhal had been formed on
Section 6594. On 2 December 1857 George Fife
Angas sold the eastern half of this Section to
Johann Gottlieb Lindner and the western half to
Johann Carl Aberle, each of whom paid £76 for 38

BIRDWOOD SURVEY: TABLE 5 - EARLY LAND OWNERSHIP FOR SECTION 6594
(Department of Lands research)

DATE
1841
2 December 1857
2 December 1857
24 March
1858

PRICE

NAME OF PREVIOUS OWNER

PORTION OF SECTION
(see Map 12. p.159)
Section 6594
Eastern Half

AREA
(acres)
38

76

George Fife An gas

Western Half
South-Weste:rn
Corner (including
Allotments I,K,L,M)

38
10

76
80

George Fife An gas

20

NAME OF PURCHASER

(£ )

76

Johann Carl Aberle

George Fife Angas
Johann Gott 1 i eb Linder
Johann Carl Aberle
Christian Rathmann

32-10-0

Johann Carle Aberle
Johann Gottlieb Lindner

?

45

Johann Gottlieb Lindner

Gustav Adolph Weidenbach
Andreas Friederich
Strauss (transferred
immediately to his son
Johann Adolph Strauss)
Ka r 1 Hippe

Allotment p

?

40

Johann Gottlieb Lindner

Johann Wilhelm Brunzel

Allotment Q

?

70

Johann Gottlieb Lindner

1858

Allotment R

?

41

22 May

1858

Allotment

7a 2r 14p

40

Johann Gottlieb Lindner
Johann Gottlieb Lindner

Johann Friedrich August
Neumann
Edward Schubert
Samuel Gottlieb Lindner

28 May

1858

Allotment E

?

45

Johann Gott 1 ieb Lindner

Carl Heinrich Klose

A11 otmen t D

?

-

Retained by Lindner

1860

Allotments A + H

?

160

Johann Carl Aberle

August Latz

1861

3/4

10

?

6

Johann Carl Aberl~
Johann Carl Aberle

Gustav Adolph Weidenbach

18 December 1863

Part Allotment G
Part Allotment F

18 December 1863

Part Allotment p

?

6

August Latz

18 February 1867

Allotment H

?

August Latz

Johann Jacob Casper
Behning
lgnazio Descovich

25 Sept.

Allotment A

?

August Latz

Wi 1he 1m Sturm

Part Allotment G
Allotment N

2

8 May

1858
1858

8 May

1858

Allotnent 0

8 May
8 May

1858
1858

8 May

24 March

13 March
18 March

1872

c+

B

?

1a 20p
23a 1 r 12p

-

Johann Jacob Caspar
Behning
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acres. In March of the following .year Aberle sold
10 acres of his land to Christian Rathmann for £80
and a further 2 acres to Gustav Adolph Weidenbach
for £2 0. Lindner then divided his half of Section
6594 into eight blocks, seven of which he sold in
May 1858 and one of which he retained for his own
use. Al 1 of the bl ocks were sold to German
settlers and the price paid ranged from£32/10/- to
£70. Details about these transactions are shown
in TableS (see p.156), and the areas involved are
defined on the 1877 survey plan for this section
(see Map 12, p.159).
The subdivision of the eastern half of Section
6587 appears to have taken place over a period
of time, with possibly the first block of land
being sold to Carl Christian Rathmann in 1856.
In 1860 both Kloke and Handel transferred land
to various people including Julius Von Duve of
Blumberg, storekeeper, Andres Luders of Blumberg,
farmer, Friedrich Maerschel of Blumberg,
wheelwright and William Jantzen of Blumberg,
laborer. These allotments were laid out on either
side of the Government Road (now Shannon Street)
which intersects this section and ranged between
2 and 4 acres in size (0.8- 1.6 hectares) . During
the next decade a number of other allotments
within the eastern half of Section 6587 were
brought under the Real Prope rty Act of 1857-1858
and most were of similar size, although some were
as small as 1 acre (0.4 hectares).
The subdivision of the western half of Section
6587 was surveyed in October 1860 and the nine
allotments were taken up as follows- Johann
Gottlob Bluemel, allotments 1, 4 and 5 (8.9
hectares), Frederick Smallacombe, allotments 2
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and 9 (4 hectares), Carl Kretchmer, allotments 3
and 7 (0.9 hectares), Fr iedri ch Wilhelm Russack,
allotment 6 (l hectare) and Franz Bevilaqua, allotment
8 (9 . 7 hectares). (See Map 12, p.159).
Later Subdivision
The next majo r subdivision in Blumberg did not
take place until 1896 when part Section 6588 was
subdivided by C.A. Neumann (See Map 12, p . 159).
Thirty two new housing allotments were created and
the demand for these is explained in the following
extract from the South Austral ian Register dated
16 June 1897.
The mining interest in the district is still
steadily increasing and naturally causes the
township to bear the air of general prosperity.
One great want has been accommodation. Last
week Mr. S.R. Wakefield, of Adelaide, submitted
seventeen allotments at the east end of the
township, several were sold under the hammer
at satisfactory prices and others afterward~
sold privately, so there will shortly be
several more houses erected. 11
11

This compact subdivision lay on the western side
of Oliventhal and since this time additional infil
subdivision has created a continuous, if open,
township between what were originally two district
centres (See Map 13, p.160).

Workingmen's Blocks

6

In the south-eastern corner of the survey area
there is a section which was divided into ten
workingmen's blocks in 1890. This subdivision
was part of a scheme first introduced in 1855
which was intended to alleviate some of the
problems of irregular or poorly paid employment
by providing labourers with a means of selfsufficiency.? Prior to subdivision Section 1673
was retained as Crown Land, originally having
been set aside as an Aboriginal Reserve. Two
Aboriginal Leases were issued for the section
during 1881, but the second was resumed in the
following year and no other agreements were
entered into. H~wever, the subdivision plan
prepared in 1890 shows a hut and dairy, the
ruins of another hut and a stockyard, and an
extensive area of garden in the northwestern
corner of the Section. The survey notes which
6

Information derived in part from a student
research paper, "The pattern of ownership and
land use of Section 1673, Hundred of Talunga 11
prepared by J. Sanders in conjunction with the
Department of Geography, South Austral ian
College of Advanced Education (1983).

7

For further information see page 117.

8

Field Book 1671A, Department of Lands,
South Australia.

accompany this plan show that the garden included
56 plum trees of various kinds, 34 apple, 19
cherry, 18 pear ~ 6 quince, 4 peach, 3 almond and
2 medlar trees,~ 1 fig tree and a grapevine.
At the time of the survey these trees had been
neglected, but were still bearing fruit and some
had the appearance of being over fifteen years
old.
This unofficial occu~ation is also revealed in the
1853 assessment records for the District Council
of Talunga in which George Ashton is 1 isted as
the occupier of Section 1673. At this time the
section was described as being fenced and
cultivated with a hut thereon.
By January 1891 all of the workingmen's blocks on
Section 1673 had been taken up by labourers,
however, it appears that the size of the blocks
was considered inadequate as they were combined to
form larger holdings. (See Table 6, pp.161-162).
Each of the settlers was granted a 20 year
Homestead Lease, but between 1897 and 1904 they
all took advantage of amendments to the Crown
Lands Act which allowed them to purchase this
land.

9

According to the Concise Oxford Dictionary
a medlar is a fruit, 1 ike a small brown
apple, which is eaten when decayed.
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TABLE 6 - ORIGINAL LEASE AND PURCHASE DETAILS FJR

BIRDWOOD SURVEY

1

THE BLOCKS 1 , BLOCKS ROAD (SECTIONS 16-25)

No. of
Sect ion

Area of Section
(ac r es)

16

6.5

Hilly, good arable land,
dark sandy and clay soi l.

Benjamin Franc i s of
Blumberg, labourer.
January 1891 , 20 year
lease.

Benjamin Francis of
Blumberg, l abourer .
October 1904 , £22.

17

6.5

Hilly, good arable land ,
dark sandy and clay soi l .

Edsel Thomas Day Ll oyd of
Mount Torrens, labourer.
October 1890, 20 year
l ease.

Edse l Thoma s Day Lloyd of
Mount Torrens, labourer.
Marc h 1897 ' £29.

18

6

Hilly, good arable land,
dark sandy and clay soi l .

Benjamin Francis of
Benjamin Francis of
Blumberg, l abourer.
Blumberg, l a bourer.
January 1891, 20 year lease. October 1904 ' £21 .

19

5.S

Hilly, arable J and, dark
sandy and clay soi l .

Edsel Thoma s Day Lloyd of
Edsel Thomas Day Lloyd of
Mount Torrens, l abourer.
Mount Torrens, labourer.
October 1890, 20 year lease. March 1897 , £33.

20

6

Hi 11 y, stony sp ur , wel l
grassed, timbered with red
and white gum, wattles and
oak. Good so i 1 on slopes .

August Th iele of Palmer,
l abourer. October 1890,
20 year lease.

August Thiele of Blumberg,
farmer. Ap ri 1 1901 ' £21.

21

5.75

Hi 11 y, part open arab l e
land, part timbered with
red and white gum, a few
wattles and oaks. Good
soi 1, well grassed.

August Thiele of Palmer,
1abour-er. October 1890,
20 year lease.

August Thiele of Blumberg,
farmer . Apr i 1 1901' £20.

;

Descript ion of Section

Homestead Lease

Land Grant

TABLE

BIRDWOOD SURVEY

6 (CONTINUED)
'

22

6.5

23

11.75

24

8

25

10.75

87

2.5

,.,

Sources

Hi 11 y, part stony, part
arable, red gum, well
grassed.

August Thiele of Palmer,
labourer. October 1890,
20 year lease.

August Thiele of Blumberg,
farmer. Apr i 1 1901 ' £ 22.

Hilly, stony on tops of spur, good arable slopes,
dark sandy and clay soil,
few red gums.

August Maczkowiack of
Blumberg, farmer.
October 1890, 20 year
lease.

Ludwig August Maczkowiack
of Blumberg, farmer.
August 1904, £ 47.

Open arable land , part of
garden at SW end.

August Maczkowiack of
Blumberg, farmer.
October 1890, 20 year
lease.

Ludwig August Maczkowiack
of Blumberg, farmer.
August 1904, £ 32.

Open arable slopes, good
soi 1, part of garden at
SE end.

Thomas Lloyd of Mount
Torrens, labourer.
October 1890, 20 year
lease.

Thomas Lloyd of Blumberg,
labourer. October 1904,
£53.

Water reserve, sound spring
1890 Subdivision Map of Section 1673 (Department of Lands, S.A.); Homestead
Leases Book (Department of Lands, S.A.); Land Grants Book (Department of
Lands, S.A.).
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EARLY SETTLERS 1 HOUSES
There is little rema1n1ng evidence of the early
settlers 1 homes which would have been simple one or
two roomed huts- mostly built of timber slab10 or
half-timber with wattle and daub infil panels. 11
It is likely that the latter is what was described
as cob in the early records as it is a traditional
building method which was commonly used by German
settlers in South Australia. Although most
sections included at least one dwelling during the
early years of settlement there are only a few
cases in which these can be identified, as a low
mound is usually all that rema.i ns. However, the
trees planted by the settlers were more lasting
and poplars and a variety of fruit trees are
scattered throughout the area, indicating early
building sites. One property which includes the
remains of a stone fireplace and low mounds which
clearly indicate the layout of the walls is
located on Section 6619. The South Australian
Company records for 1851 to 1860 list a slab hut
10

The slab hut was the typical Austral ian
settlers 1 abode . Usually built of storey
height red gum slabs (300mm(+) wide x 40mm(+)
thick) which were nailed to
rough timberframe and fixed to a bottom rail or partly
buried into the ground . Joints were sealed
externally and internally with clay daub or
timber battens (later galvanised iron strips).
Alternatively they were rendered overall
internally with a mud/straw plaster, covered
with hessian or papered over.

a
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and barn for the combined Sections 6619 and 6620,
and this may be the same building. The remains are
located near a creek and the hut appears to have
consisted of two main rooms with an end fireplace.
An area at the opposite end to the fireplace has
been raised to the internal floor level and it is
possible that a later lean-to addition was built
here (see opposite).
Half Timber Cottages
In a speech given when laying the foundation stone
for the new Birdwood High School building in 1937,
Mr. Theodore Pflaum recalled the following:

11

Half-timbering or 1 fachwerk 1 was a typical
method of construction used by the early
German settlers in South Australia. The frame
consisted of a heavy timber ground sill, corner
posts, bracing, intermediate posts and wall
plate, mortice and tenoned and pegged together.
· The paneJs were filled in either with wattle
and daub or brick. The former was formed of
vertical stakes slotted into the top and
bottom rails intertwined with straw or wattles
(thin sticks) and daubed over with a mixture
of clay and chopped straw. Whitewash was
applied over the frames and panels both
externally and internally . (See G. Young
et.al., Hahndorf, Volume 1, p. 157; volume 2,
PP · 382-391) .
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"The dwellings when ' I came here in 1869 were
mostly primitive, built by the early settlers of
wattle and daub, roofed with straw thatch or wood
shingles. Nearly all of these have in the course
of time been improved or rebuilt by stone and
brick, roofed with corrugated iron" .
Today there are few half-timber cottages rematntng
in Birdwood and while some may be concealed by
later additions, only five have been identified.
The best example of these is Mr . D. Chisolm's
house on allotment E, Section 6594, which was
originally a two roomed cottage with a back-toback fireplace between the parlour and a lean-to
kitchen. The house has since been extended on two
sides by stone additions, but the original frame work is clearly visible (see pp. 167-168). A
similar cottage is located nearby on allotment G,
Section 6594, (see p. 170 ) , and in this case the
deterioration of the render to the facade has
revealed a large, roughly hewn timber corner post
and a portion of mud and straw inf i l panel. The
simple detailing of this bu i lding suggests that
it may be an example of post construction,12
rather than ha l f-timber framing.
The above examples are located in the area which
12

Post construction 9r stander-bau is a simple
walling technique in which a timber frame is
made up of a ground sill , posts and a wallplate.
Vertical sappl ings or split logs are fixed
between the sill and the wall plate and the
ful 1 height panels are then finished in a
similar manner to those in a half-timber frame .
(See G. Young, Hahndorf Volume 2, p. 382)

was originally known as 01 iventhal, while the
others were built in the centre of Blumberg. One
of these belonged to Carl Friedrich Maerschel, who
establ'ished a wheel-wright business in the town in
1855. 13 The original cottage was enlarged by a
stone extension which aligned it with the footpath,
and as the half-timber portion has been completely
relined internally, only the side elevations now
express the original form of the building
(see p. 2 12 ) •
The other two half-timber cottages are located side
by side on part Section 6587 and as both have been
rendered over, their constructional form is now
concealed, (seep . 170 ).
One of these cottages
has been studied in detail and the original portion
was found to consist of two rooms with a centre
hall and an end chimney. According to the present
owner one of these rooms was used as a saddlery
shop during the early years of settlement. Later
stone extensions added two more rooms to the rear
of the house and this area has since been
redesigned with asbestos cement additions
(seep . 169 ).
No half-timber cottages have been located within
the survey area surrounding the town, but one which
was occupied until approximately 50 years ago
(c 1930) has been described by Mrs Gladigau. This
building was located on Section 6577 , which was
granted to G.F. Angas and then leased to tenant
·farmers until it was purchased by the Zadow
family in 1882 . The thatched cottage consisted
of a row of three rooms, the central one of which
was a kitchen, and it is 1 ikely that the building
13

Mt. Barker Courier, 4 November, 1948.

was originally a two roomed cottage with an end
chimney. Each room had an external door, but
only two rooms were 1 inked internally. This
layout is still reflected in the stone addition
which was separated from it by an open pathway.
Only the ruins of the stone chimney remain of the
half-timber cottage, but a number of outbuildings·
are still standing and the farm yard has been
measured to show its layout (see pp.171-172). The
remaining buildings include the stone additions
to the house, a stone cellar which was partially
built inground with a thick timber slab and mud
ceiling, a stone bakehouse/store which was later
converted to a blacksmith's shop and a stone
chaff house with a turning circle for a two horse
engine. Wheat was grown wel 1 into this century
and a horse drawn stripper and a winnowing shed
were located in the paddock behind the house.
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14
Brick Buildings
The earliest reference to a brick building in
the Birdwood district was found in the South
Australian Company records for 1851, which 1 ist
a brick cottage for Section 6546, the
cultivator for this section being named as
Gustav Miethke. However, it is interesting to
note that in September 1849 Section 6605 was
taken up by F. R. Strauss, who described himself
as a brickmaker of Lobethal. Within the township
there is an early brick cottage on part
allotment R, Section 6594, the original portion
of which was a simple two roomed cottage with a
symmetrical facade (see opposite). The walls of
this building had been completely rendered over
and it was only through a fire and subsequent
restoration work that it was found to be
constructed of fired brickwork. These bricks
vary in size, but are generally 270 x 130 x 65mm,
as compared to a standard modern brick size of
230 x 110 x 76mm. Although the .surface of
these bricks is hard, the centres are relatively
soft and this, combined with the slight
irregularities in their size and shape suggest
a local brickmaker using . a simple method of
firing, such as a clamp . 14
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A. Moore, Brickmakers in South Australia,
1836-1936. The simplest form of updraft
firing was the clamp. Bricks, containing
combustible material, after having been
dried were set in the open air on a well
drained foundation of burned bricks.
Narrow openings about 18 inches (45mm) high
and about 3 feet (900mm) wide were left
through the mass every 3 or 4 feet
(900-1200mm). Fires were lit at one end
of the mass gradually travelling through
the whole clamp.
Great skill was required in building the
clamp and the quality of the bricks
produced depended very much on the
weather, particularly the strength and
direction of the wind during the burning
period. Some clamps were daubed over
with we t clay to prevent the entry of
cold air. This process, known as scoving,
lead to the name scove kiln being adopted.
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Early Stone Farmhouses
There are three stone dwellings within the survey
area which clearly represent a German mode of
design. The smallest of these is located on
Church Street (Part Section 6586) and was
originally a two-roomed cottage with a large
attic space over. The other two are both
substantial stone dwellings which are still
occupied by the descendants of the early settlers
who built them.
The Mueller House
The Mueller property is located on Section 6578
and a date stone on the house reads "G.H.M. 1856''.
The house was extended in 1902 and has been
altered internally since this ·time, but the large
attic space is still intact (see opposite). This
room is reached by an external stair and is open
over the full length of the original portion of
the house. The timber shingles remain under a
later corrugated iron roof and the thick mud and .
straw floor still provides excellent insulation
for the rooms below. A large timber beam which
spans the longer axis of the house helps to
support the ceiling joists which are bolted to its
underside. The outbuildings on this property
include a barn and a pigsty which are also worthy
of note (see pp. 176-178) . The barn was built with
stone walls facing south and west and a haif-timber
wall facing the drier northerly direction.
Internal partitions were also built of half-timber
with wattle and daub infi.l panels. From the
detailing this unusual combination appears to be
original, although some of the infil panels on the
northern wall have been removed. The eastern wall
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in which the main doors to the barn are located
is now clad with corrugated iron. A loft extends
over part of the barn, the loft floor being
constructed of large timber slabs with mud and
straw infil and rendering. The pigsty is a later
timber slab structure which consists of a series
of individual pens each with its own feeding
trough. These were used for breeding pigs and
each pen held a sow with her 1 itter.
The Rathjen House
The Rathjen property is located on Section 6617
and although the house has been enlarged the
original portion is still clearly identifiable
(see pp . 179-180). This consisted of two front roo~s
and three back rooms with an attic space over and ·
a small cellar. Access to the attic is via an
internal staircase and this large area was used
as additional bedroom space and as a barn.
Although bags of wheat were carried up the
staircase a door in the gable end enabled them to
be towered tQ the ground when needed. An
interesting feature of the Rathjen house is the
main fireplace which is fitted with a pair of steel
doors. After setting the fire these doors were
closed and a hole below the grate encouraged a
strong up-draft. This was a very effective method
of starting a fire, but required a careful watch
as the intensity of the flames mounted rapidly
and on occasions resulted in the chimney catching
alight - a dangerous event in a house with a
shingled roof!
Another stone dwelling which would have been built
at about the same time as those described above
is located on Section 6392. However this house,

North-western view of the house showing the half hipped
gable roof and external attic door

Ti mber sh ing les which sti 11 rema in beneath
the l a ter galvanised i ron roof

North-eastern view of the stone and half-t i mber barn

North-wes t ern v i ew of the timber s l ab pigsty
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which was built overlooking the River Torrens by
Mr. E.J. Scupin, does not have the typical high
pitched roof which characterises these German
buildings. Scupin's house is located on a hillside and has a two storey non-symmetrical
facade with single storey rooms at the rear,
a style of building which appears to be of
Eng] ish rather than German origin (see opposite).
The mortar used to build the early stone and
brick buildings in the district was made with
locally produced lime, and the remains of a
limekiln and the nearby pits from which the
limestone was taken are still to be found on
Section 6602 (Williamstown Road).
Later Stone Farmbuildings
There are three stone buildings on one of the
workingmen's blocks near Birdwood (Section 24)
which were probably erected by Ludwig August
Maczkowiak who leased Sections 23 and 24 in
October 1880 and purchased them in August 1904.
One of the buildings in Section 24 is a simple
two room stone cottage which was later extended
to include two additional rooms. The condition
of this building is poor and its significance
lies in its contribution to the group. The
second is also in a deteriorated condition, but
is a building type which has not been identified
elsewhere in the area. A small two storey
structure, this had a single room at first
floor level, with a corner fireplace, and it
appears to have provided separate accommodation possibly for a farmworker. At ground floor
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level there were two rooms, the layout of which
suggest a store and stable. The third bu~lding
is a large, well constructed barn- the size of
which appears to be incompatible with the size
of the holding (19~ acres total for Sections
23 and 24). (See pp. 183-187).

North western view of the house in the early 1900s

A simi Jar view in 1983
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Later Residential Development
The houses built in Blumberg during the latter
part of the nineteenth century reflect a widespread trend towards a more uniform 'colonial'
house which was derived from an English mode of
design. The simple cottages of the early
settlement period were either replaced or
enlarged, and German houses such as the Lutheran
manse lost their original character by the
addition of villa ends. Other cottages were
completely surrounded by additions, and in some
cases it is almost impossible to identify the
extent of the original building.
To the east of the old Bismark Hotel (Section
6587) there is a stone house which was once
occupied by H.A.T. Pflaum (see pp.189-190).
Thi s house was built in two stages, the later
section adding a second front door, and its
layout is similar to the combined house and shop
layouts found in Lobethal. An example of these
.is No. 115 Main Street, Lobethal which wa~ a
hous e and dressmaker's shop. 15 Towards the '
turn of the century the Pflaum family built a
new home on the corner of Shannon Street and
Martha Street (see p.189) . The house included
separate servants quarters and extensive gardens
which spread over four allotments of the subdivision laid out on Part Section 6588, in
1896.

15

G. Young et. al.
p. 121.

At about the same time a Mr. Bleeze was
responsible for the construction of a row of
identical houses within this subdivision. The
late 1890's saw a considerable demand for
accommodation in Blumberg. due to an in flux of
miners into the district, and this created an
ideal opportunity for a speculative housing
development of this kind. Most of these houses
are still standing along Talunga Street and
although they have been altered over the years
their original form can stil 1 be identified
(see p. 191).
There are a number of other good examples of
houses built in Blumberg during the latter part
of the nineteenth century and in the early part
of this century. Photographs of some of these
have been included on pages 191 and 192 .

Lobethal "Valley of Praise",

188

Early home of H.A . T. Pflaum (Part Section 6587)
(see opposite)

House bui It by the Pflaum family at the turn of the century
· (Part Section 6588)
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One of a row of identical houses built on
Talunga Street in the 1890s. (Part Section 6588).

Another hous e on Tal unga Street (Part Section 6538)

Houses built on Shannon Street for senior employees of the
South Austr~lian Railways (C.1918) (Part Section 6588)

A late 19 th century villa ended house on
Shannon Street (Part Section 6587)
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Post Office and adjacent house (now real estate agency )
at the western end of Shannon Street "(Part Section 6587)

Turn of the century house on the corner of Shannon and
Martha Streets (Part Section 6588)
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EARLY COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS
The first shops in the Blumberg district would
have been simple buildings using similar constructional techniques to the first houses (i.e. timber
s lab and half timber with wattle and daub infil
panels), and many would have provided both
commercial and residential accommodation. An
example of this is the two roomed half timber
cottage on part Section 6587, which is believed
to have been a house and saddlery shop.
(See p.169).
Within a few years more substantial stone buildings were being erected and one of these was Carl
Christian Rathmann's general store which was located opposite the Travellers Inn, on part Section
6578 (See p. 198). In September 1855 Rathmann
leased this building to Edward Bergmann and Wilhelm
Graf as a general store, one of the conditions of
the lease being that Rathmann should not open
another store which would be in direct competition
with it. The lease was for a three year term and
as a Mr W. Graf became the first postmaster in
Blumberg in 1855 it is 1 ikely that this building
was also the post office. In Nov~mber 1864 the
store was purchased by Henry Heuzenroeder, a
chemist of Adelaide, as a shop and dwelling house.
Another stone shop and r,esidence was built on
allotment 8, Section 6587 by Franz Bevilaqua, who
took up this block of land in 1860. In 1861
Bevilaqua became the new postmaster and in 1868
this position was taken over by Mr F. Pflaum, who
had purchased the shop in that year. In 1939 the
adjoining store room was converted to a shop (now
the Birdwood Mill Museum Tea Rooms) and the
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business remained in the Pflaum family until 1968.
Both of these buildings are now part of the museum
complex. (See p. 201).
Little is known about the early history of the
small stone building on Church Street (Section
6586), but at the beginning of this century it was
being used as a shop and residence by the Klose
family. The building was constructed in two
stages and it includes an internal partition
of wattle and daub, and deep mud and straw
ceiling panels. (See pp . 199-200). The shop was
closed in about 1917.
Flour Mill
In about 1854 a flour mill was erected on Section
6587 and during the next few years this building
became the centre of the new township of Blumberg .
The history of the mill has been described in
Chapters 3 and 4, and in Appendix B, and drawings
and photographs of the complex have been included
on pages 202-206. The building consists of two
main stages and the present facade is almost
identical to that shown in photographs taken in
about 1910. Both sections were carefully designed
with symmetrical facades, the older portion having
dressed stone voussoirs and the other having brick
quoins and brick surrounds to all of its openings.
The importance of symmetry was such that the
window openings and surrounds were included even
where the internal layout made it necessary to
block up the opening. This type of formality is
characteristic of mill design from the period of
the early industrial revolution.

Hotels
The first hotel in Blumberg was the 'Travellers
Inn• which was built on Section 6392 in 1853,
this Section having been granted to Alfred Swaine
of Norwood in February of that year. Swaine, who
at this time was described as a clerk in the Soutn
Australian Company office, also purchased a number
of other Sections in the district including 6537
(1850), 6609, 6335 and 6343 (1853). The hotel
was a large stone building, and it would have
contrasted starkly with the simple huts which
were the typical buildings in the district at
this time. No early photographs have been found,
but the ruins have been measured and a drawing
of the suggested layout of the plan has been
prepared (see p.208). The first licence for the
Travellers Inn was issued to Erich Scupin during
the year ending on March 25, 1854 and at the
beginning of 1854 the hotel became the meeting
place for the newly formed District Council of
Talunga. In 1857 Scupin purchased Section 6392
for £261 and a year later he sold the hotel and the
small parcel of land on which it stood to Heinrich
Hancke 1 for £800. In 1874 John Ki nnane 1 s
application for a renewal of the licence was
refused and the building ceased to function as a
hotel. (See p.211).
The second hotel in Blumberg was the 'Napoleon
Buonaparte 1 (now the Blumberg Hotel) which was
built opposite the flour mill on part Section 6587.
Carl Christian Rathmann purchased this site from
Johann Christlieb Handel in June 1856, paying £64
for approximately 5 acres of land. During .1856
Rathmann became the first licencee of the Napoleon

Buonaparte which was a single storey building with
a shingle roof. 16 A meeting hall was also built
on the site and this is now located at the rear
of the present two storey structure. From 1873
until 1885 this hall was used regularly as the
meeting place of the District Council of Talunga
and it has apparently been used for a number of
other purposes such as a Saturday morning market
place, 1 iving quarters for the hotel maids and a
dining area. The present two storey structure
was completed in 1882 and views of this building
taken in about 1919 show the facade as be i ng al mo st
identical to that .today (see p.209). On the
opposite side of Shannon Street the former hotel
stables are still partially intact.
The 'Bismark', which was the third and last hotel
to be opened in Blumberg, was also located on
Section 6587, and the first 1 icence was held by
Rudolf Wilke in 1871. Gold had been d i scovered
near the town in 1870 and the subsequent gold
rush provided an influx of trade for the hotels
in the area, but this soon declined and the
Bismark only remained open for about three years.
In 1874 H.A. Sims• application for the renewal
of the hotel licence was refused, as was the
similar application for the Travellers Inn. Since
this time the building has been used as a residence

16

Mount Barker Courier, 10th March,
1940, p. 6.
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(now a shop and residence) and its layout has
been altered. However, the original walls are
still mostly intact and a plan has been drawn
to suggest its original form (see p.210).
Coaching Service ·
The first coach service along the north eastern
road from Adelaide to reach at least as far as
Gumeracha began operation during the early
1860's. 17 A tri-weekly service was soon
replaced by a daily coach operated by Rounsevell
and Co., and according to the fare and time
tables printed in the 1864 Boothby Almanack,
Blumberg was a stop on the 1 ine which extended
between Adelaide and Mount Pleasant. It is not
known whether the Travellers Inn was ever a
coaching stop, but the Napoleon Buonaparte was,
and the following is taken from an 1870
description of the coach service through this
district. '~herever the traveller chooses to
break off his journey he may assure himself of
a comfortable hostelry. At Blumberg, there is
Schultze's, a homely jovial house ••. ••18 (Gottlieb
Andreas Schultz being the licencee of the Napoleon
Buonaparte between 1866 and 1871).
Towards the end of the coaching era (1909) the
coaching stables were transferred from Gumeracha
to Birdwood, and the galvanised iron sheds
erected for this purpose are still standing on the
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17

J.E. Monfried (ed) Gumeracha 1839-1939, p.155.

18

Adelaide Observer, 12 February, 1870.

eastern side of Church Street. These were only
used for a few years, during which time the
Napoleon Hotel (formerly known as the 'Hotel
Blumberg' and the 'Napoleon Buonaparte Hotel 1 )
continued as the coaching stop for the district.
The coach service along the North eastern 1 ine
ceased to operate at the end of April, 1921.
Courier Service
Another service which continued until the early
1920's was that of the goods carriers who
travelled between Mannum and Adelaide. It seems
that 01 iventhal was a regular overnight stop for
the teamsters and at one stage the house on the
north eastern corner of Cromer Road and 01 ivedale
Street provided meals, accommodation and stabling
facilities for these people. The site (allotment
H, Section 6594) was purchased by a wine merchant
lgnazio Descovich, in 1867 and was possibly first
used as a commercial property at this time. 19
During the early part of this century it was not
only an overnight stop for the teamsters, but
also included a general . store and wineshop in the
front corner room. The main building is now a
house and shop (see p.213) and the stone stables
and a small stone cottage are still standing in
the grounds.
19

Descovich offered the property for sale in
1871 and a description of the premises was
printed in the Gumeracha and North-Eastern
Advertiser of 17 March 1871. A copy of this
advertisement is included on a page of
advertisements from the said paper at the
end of Chapter 3 (p.93).

Blacksmiths Shops
By the early 1860's a number of tradesmen had
been attracted to the new settlement and the
Almanac of 1865 lists two millers, a blacksmith,
mason, carpenter, butcher, pound keeper, hotel
keeper, licenced victualler, chemist and
storekeeper, as living in or near Blumberg at
this time. Blacksmith and/or wheel-wright
shops had been established in the district from
an early date and from the available records20
it is known that in 1853 Jacob Myer had a smith
shop on Section 6603, while Johann Christlieb
Handel, a blacksmith and Johann Gottlieb Kloke,
a wheelwright, both had shops on SectiDn 6587.
In 1855 another wheelwright, Carl Friedrich
Maerschel, established a business on Section
658721 and on the 14 March 1860 he purchased
3i acres (1.4 hectares) of this section from
Handel. Maerschel died in 1864, but the
business remained in the family and was
eventually taken over by his son Gustav Adolph
· Maerschel who was a cabinet maker, wheelwright,
coach builder, contract bui Jderi undertaker ~nd
insurance agent. Maerschel •s was the first
motor garage in Birdwood and the family later
became agents for motor bikes and Ford cars.22
The building is still a garage and is now run by
the Hissey family (see p.212).
. 20

S.A. Co. records (SAA BRG 42/86) and 1853
Talunga District Council records (held by
Gumeracha District Council).

21

Mount Barker Courier, 4 November, 1948.

22

H.T. Burgess (ed), The Cyclopedia of South
Australia, Vol. 11, pp. 779-780.

A former blacksmith shop which is located on the
corner of August Street and Wil Jiam Street (see
p.213) continued to be used until the beginning
of the 1950's. At this time it was run by Arthur
Edwin Promnitz whose father (?), Gustav Promnitz,
had purchased the site in 1898.
Conrad Sturm - Carpenter and Cabinetmaker
One tradesman who was particularly successful was
Conrad Sturm who established a business in
Blumberg in 1873 after having completed his
apprenticeship as a carpenter and cabinetmaker. 23
In the same year Wilhelm Sturm, a saddler of
Blumberg, took up a large part of Section 6595
including the site of the house and workshop on
the north-western corner of the intersection
between Cromer Road and Shannon Street (see
p.213). This is locally believed to have been
the workplace of Conrad Sturm, but there is no
documentary evidence of this. Conrad Sturm
worked as a cabinet maker and undertaker and he
11
much impressed the local populace when he drove
around in his coach with driv~r, outriders and a
footman clinging on be.hind 11 .2 4 There is a large
stone stable in the paddock behind the workshop
and it is possible that this was used by Sturm.25
(See pp.213-214).
23

ibid, p. 779 •

24

G. Rathjen, Sources and Tributaries, p.43.

25

An example of Sturm's work (a circular table)
is on display in the Art Gallery of South
Australia.
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Other commercial and industrial buildings
Another building which has had little alteration
to its facade since the turn of the century is
the craft shop which is located on the eastern
side of the mill (see p.201). This site (part
lot 9, Section 6587) was owned by Heinrich Wurm
from 1865 to 1894, in which year it was
transferred to James Edward Bleeze of Blumberg,
shoemaker. At this time another boot and
shoemaker, Mr. A. Bartholomaeu, had a shop to
the east of Maerschel 1 s (see p.94), but this
has since been demolished.
Little is known about the numerous small
businesses which served the needs of the town
during the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. One of these, a bakery, was housed
in a small stone building which is stil 1 standing
on the western side of the primary school, while
another, a dairy factory, on Cromer Road, is now
occupied as a residence. (Meribah Cottage - see
p.215). The latter was built by Mr. B.A. Stein
in 1907, but failed after only one year due to
mismanagement.26
Not all of the early commercial activities were
located within the town and one butcher, a
Mr. Wegner, operated his business from his home
on Section 6599, which was over five kilometres
from the centre of Blumberg. The meat was stored
in a cellar which is still standing on the property,

26
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See also Appendix C.

and was delivered to the customers by horse
and cart. The cellar was built partially into
the ground and has a cavity wall construction
which enabled the use of small, readil y available
stones. Only a few larger bonding stones were
required and a solid wall was created by fil 1 ing
the cavity with dirt and rubble. The ceiling
was constructed of thick timber slabs with mud
infil and the roof space was vent ilated to further
reduce heat gain to the cellar (see p.216).
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Eastern view along Shannon Street (C . 1924)
showing the Pflaum shop and storeroom in the foreground

Ho use and shop on the eastern sid~ of the
Birdwood Mi 11 Museum

Former shop and storeroom - now the
Birdwood Mill Museum Tearooms
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North-western view of the Birdwood Mi 11 Museum ( 1983 )

North-western view of the Peerless Roller Mil 1 circa 1920

South-western view of the Birdwood Mi 11 Museum (19 83)
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Southern view of the ruins

Northern view towards the stables
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The start of a bicycle race outside
of the Blumberg Hotel (C.1911)

The Blumberg Hotel, 1983
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The former hotel stables
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BIRDWOOD SURVEY : TABLE 7- LICENCEES OF BLUMBERG'S HOTELS (1854-1910)
Student Research Paper "A short history of Birdwood and its Hotels" R. Lapins (1982) School of Architecture, S.A.J.T
TRAVELLERS INN

BISMARK HOTEL

NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE
"

1854-57
1848-59
1860
1861
1862

E. J. Scupin

1863
1864-71

7

1872-74
1874

H. Hanckel
M. Zenner
c. Viek
E.A. Schultze
E.J . Scupin
J. Kinnane
Kinnane's application
for a ~enewal of the
hotel 1 i cence refused .

1856-59
1860-61
1862
1863-65
1866-71
1872-80
1880-83
1884-87
1888-90
] 891
1892-98

1899- 1910
1920

c. c.

1871-72

Rathmann
D. Haveker
T. w. Guest
H. Jahn
G.A. Schultz
D. Haveker
H. Wi 1son
D. Thompson

1873
. 1874

•'

E. Mi 11 ard
J . Wegner
s. J He.inrich
(renamed the
'Hotel B1umberg 1 )
Mrs , A. A.W. Clauson
0

renamed the
Napolean Hotel . .
Now the B1umberg
Hotel

-
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R. Wi Ike
w. Gower
H. A. Sims' application
for a renewa 1 of the
hotel 1 i cnece refused

Mae rs chel 1 s Motor Garage in the mid 1920s

Eastern elevation of Maerschel 1 s half-timber cottage

The same garage in 1983
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Early s hop and residence on the north-eastern corner
of the intersection (Allotment H)

Early shop and residence on the north-western
corner of the intersection
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Stone barn and stables (See opposite)

Former blacksmith 1 s shop on the corner
of William Street and August Street
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View of the southern gable showing the
· rubble fi l led, cavity stone wall

South elevation of the cellar

Detai 1 of the timber slabs covered with mud and
straw daub, which formed the cei 1 ing of the cellar
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PUBLIC BUILDINGS
Churches
For the first two years of settlement Lutheran
Church services were held in the home of Mr
Kruger , but in 1850 a church was built in the
north-western corner of Section 6598. A small
cemetery was located nearby and 10 people were
buried here between July 1848 and July 1854.
In December 1853 Johann Gottlob BluEmel sold 3t
acres in the north-western corner of Section
6586 to Johann Gottlieb Kalms, Johann Gottlieb
Hoffmann and Samuel Mueller 11 upon trust to
permit an Evangelical Lutheran Church, schoolhouse and residence to be erected there-on.••
This site was only about half a kilometre southeast of the original church , but was much more
accessible as the other had been isolated from
both the Williamstown and Gumeracha roads by
water courses . Further, while the new s ite
was in c lud e d wi t hin the o riginal se ttl ement
a rea it was al so in cl ose prox imit y to the
Travell e r 1 s Inn ( 1853-1854) and the flour mill
(al so 1853-54), two properties representing the
new commercial centre developing. at thi s time.
In 1860 the Holy Cros s Evangelical Lutheran
Church was built on part Section 6586 and it
now forms part of an attractive group of stone
buildings which are laid out in a square around
a large oak tree. Eac~ of these buildings
represents a different styl e . The original
portion of the man se is the only one to reflect
the German origins of the early congregation,
although this small cottage has since been
enlarged by a villa end and rear additions.
The church itself is in an ecclesiastical Gothic
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style, while the school building opposite is of a
simple classical design. The fourth building of
this group is a teacher•s residence which . is a
typical late nineteenth century colonial house
built of stone with brick detailing (See PP · 220-221).
The other important element of the church yard is
the bell tower, and this is a sturdy timber
structure supporting a bell which is embossed
with the following- 11 VICKERS SONS & CO. LIMITED
SHEFFIELD 1874 PATENT CAST STEEL 6226 11 (See pp.221223 ).
The bell tower would therefore have been
built at least 15 years after the church and while
economic reasons would have partly dictated its
design, it is also a modern reflection of an
ancient Eastern European tradition which developed
from the early timber churches with their separate
bell towers .
The second Lutheran cemetery is located nearby and
amongst the headstones are two timber memorials .
(See P·224 ). During the early years of settlement this was a relatively common type of gravemarker because of the availability of timber as
compared to the availability, and co s t, of suitable
stone. However, only a few have surv ived i·n South
Australia, and on most the inscriptions have become
illegible. None of the timber memorials used in
the first Lutheran cemetery remain .
The only other Lutheran Church to be built in
Blumberg was that of a rival congregation which
arose out of the widespread dissension within the
church during the 1850s. By 1860 this building
had been tran s f e rred to the trustees of the Blumberg School and no descriptions of it have been
found.

The Hundred of Talunga included a scattered
Catholic population and the need for a central
church site was satisfied by the donation of a
block of land at Blumberg (part Section 6587),
by Mary O'Dea, a widow of Mount Pleasant. The
Church of St Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist was
erected on this site and was dedicated in
September 1867. Another building in a Gothic
style, it was built of local bluestone and 1 ike
the Lutheran Church it has been since rendered
over.
In 1895 the district of Blumberg
an d a portion of the pari s h o f Kapunda
were combined to form a new par i sh and in 1898
a large manse was built near the church (see
pp.225-226).
The Catholic cemetery is located
directly behind the church and a study of the
headstones reveals that a large number of the
early Catholic families who settled in this
district had migrated from Ireland.
Members of other congregations attended the church
services held in the Institute or travelled to
nearby towns, and it was not until the 1950s that
another church was erected in Birdwood. In 1955
a Seventh-day Adventist Church was built on part
Section 6594, and at the end of the following
year the foundation stone of The United Church
was laid by Mr E. ~ Plfaum.
Schools
The earliest documentary evidence of a school in
Blumberg is included within the 1852 South
Austral ian Company records which 1 ist a schoolhouse for Section 6598. The first Lutheran
Chapel was built on this Section in 1850 and it
was possibly the same building. The present

church site includes a former school and a teacher's
residence and these were used until 1917, when the
anti-German sentiment of the First World War forced
the closure of all German schools in South Austra 1 i a.
The first 1 icenced school in Blumberg was opened
in 1858, but this had an intermittent early
history and there are no descriptions of the public
school buildings during this period . In 1877 a new
stone schoolroom was erected and this still forms
part of the Birdwood Primary School. Additional ,
temporary structures were added to this site as
the number of students grew , and in 1902 the main
school building was enlarged . Although a high
school was first conducted in Blumberg in 1909
it also had . an intermittent early history and it
was not until 1937 that a separate building was
erected for this purpose. (See pp.144-146, 227).
Institute
The first public meeting halls in Blumberg were
included within the early hotels, the Travellers
Inn and the Napoleon Buonaparte. However, these
facilities became inadequate as the town developed
and on 10 July 1883 Diedrich Haveker, Patrick
Hynes and Friedrich Pflaum purchased a portion of
Section 6587 as trustees of the Blumberg Institute.
In 1884 the first institute building was erected
and during the next 22 years it was used as a town
hall, theatre, church and Sunday school. In 1906
this building was enlarged and the following
description was written shortly after the
completion of the new hall.
11

The new Institu t e is built on t o the back o f
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the old one, the design wisely utilising the
latter for the purposes of library, supper,
reading, and amusement rooms . From the front,
therefore, the present pile does not present a
greatly altered appearance, but as a whole it
is safe to say that no Institute. building in
the State is more completely equipped than
that of Blumberg . The old Institute consisted
of a hall and three rooms on its west wall, which
were used for reading and library purposes . The
new hall has been built on the south end and is
about the same width as the hall and rooms of the
old building. It is 40ft. wide and 60ft . long,
with walls of solid bluestone) a well-pitched
roof, several exit doors, and is well lighted
by spacious windows, ceiled. with stamped metal.
It is artificially 1 ighted throughout with
acetylene gas, and provided with a proscenium
and stage . The usual wings are provided on the
stage, which is 15 ft . deep, and a happy
arrangement of crimson flies lends an air of
finish to the top of the stage. The kauri pine
floor has been specially laid, with a view to
.
dancing and skating, and the opinion of those who
have the use of it is that an excellent job had
been made of it. 11 27
The facade of the building is in a simple
classical style and this has been reflected in
the recent additions which were completed in
1979 (Seep. 22ru.

27
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South Australian lnstitutes 1 Journal,
24 July, 1906, p . 232 .

CHURCH

STREET
~~ - ~---. ----. ~

QO ~
!o ~

1

. 8'~ll'
;: r. .&
. . . ..,. . o. ... ~

0
0

j
1
1

l..

) MAN·~~---· ............................. .,

I

J

l

0~

~~~
___......._~ ·-··· · ·( ' ' ' ' ' ~:.~::. - - ..,
~-

I

li

'"·· · ·--.. . ...·.,,,___"· . . ~.Y

1

~

~l

l

-.. .... .
0 t}li

.

.:\

j

'

'0

b:,

j

0

1

1

l

tl

(/

0

.____. - - - t _ . -

.... -·-·..

.~~~"'""'" "

J/ ./i

---.~....-~..•·· ~·
r-,.... .. <t'

.... ........ .-·

-o

0

'" ""' " ' ' ' ''"'"' '..,"•"'" .. " '" "''""''"' " '"''""""11"- '"'... '"'""" A"'"~·· ·•"· • ·""''''_'.,''"'''"""' ' '"'''•

-----+ - - - +

0

~

---+

0

- - - - - 1 - _____,.

o

- - t ----t

BIRDWOOD

.

. ....

~

o

- - - - + ._____...

----+

11111

,..,~

..:--··l'

./

~

EB
..~.......' __..__..

....,.......~

,......~

,,,._1o~

.,... . ...r·
.. ····. ·:.--

,..................., ...~~-· . ··

....

.~

0 0

' ''"''''""""' "''"'''""'"""""''' ._,.,.,.,,,"'''''' ' • ,,,, ••f '

/"

....~---~ N

/·---~-~-~

,.. o~••'''

/ L

-1'

~~/

........ . . .....

........ ............... , .., ·····

fl

_._.. --1- .--..

;
___j -

o

5

-------+

SURVEY: LUTHERAN CHURCH) CHURCH STREET CPT SECTION

10

---+

15

-------+ _ . . .

6586)

20m
---t

----+

220
-----4

Ho l y Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church

Former Teachers Residence

BIRDWOOD SURVEY:

Former Lutheran School

Bell Tower

LUTHERAN CHURCH) CHURCH STREET (PART SECTION

6586)

Detai 1 of the scissor roof trusses to the
Lutheran Church

Detail of the timber framing to the bell tower

BIRDWOOD SURVEY:

LUTHERAN CHURCH) CHURCH STREET (PART SECTION

6586)
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Vi ews of the two timber memorials wh i ch are st i 11 stand i ng
i n the Lutheran Cemetery . The i nscr i ption on the memor i a l
t o the left i s no longer l eg i ble, but the other has not
weathered as seve r e l y and reads as fo l lows:
Hi er r ube t i n
Go t t
Anna Ros i n
Schae pe
geb. Kowald
gest. d . ' 7 Novb r 1888
im Al te r von
'7 1 J ahr . 11M . 9_T.

BIRDWOOD SURVEY:

LUTHERAN CEMETERY, CHURCH STREET ( PART SECTION

6586)
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Church of St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist
(dedicated 1867)

- ~-

Former Catholic Manse (built 1898)
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BIRDWOOD SURVEY:

CATHOLIC CHURCH) SHANNON STREET (PART SECTION

6587)

Tombstone made by A. Bagal ini of Blumberg in 1873

BIRDWOOD

SURVEY:

CATHOLIC CEMETERY) SHANNON STREET (PART SECTION

6586)
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Birdwood Primary School

Birdwood High School
227
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BrRDWOOD - 1983

Birdwood Institute-
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Birdwood Institute- 1983
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BIRDWOOD INSTITUTE) SHANNON STREET (PART SECTION

6587)
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CHAPTER SIX:

Modern Birdwood, its surroundings
and townscape qualities. A decade
of change 1971-1981.
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BIRDWOOD'S SURROUNDING LANDSCAPES

GUMERACHA

~

BIRDWOOD

MT. TORRENS

Five major approaches to Birdwood

231

FROM MT. TORRENS

FROM GUMERACHA

The route is through a landscape of rolling grazing
land with stands of majestic redgums. Gums line
the road along sporadic views of rolling hills to
the west. The open rural landscape gives way to a
number of farm buildings adjacent to the r oad. One
part icular renovated farmhouse and its outbuildings
is prominent. A low rise . in the road brings one to
the town cemetery and a view of the Mannum-Adelaide
pipeline. At the outskirts of the township the
road attains the character of a residential street
lined with elms and gardens of new homes landscaped with exotic species ending at the main
st reet of Birdwood.

The view to the south along this winding sector of
road is one of open pasture, however, the view
towards Birdwood is interrupted by a dense stand of
trees along the boundary of the recreation reserve
on the edge of the town. To the north one views
the meandering river lined with gums, and steeply
rising hills. The Lutheran Church on the Williamstown Road is a dominant feature. After the
Williamstown Road intersection the view is
restricted by new urban development to the north
and an arbored recreation reserve to the south.
The main street of Birdwood is framed by an archway
of gums and the vista ends with the imposing
Blumberg Hotel.

FROM WILLIAMSTOWN
Looking to the west one encounters a view over
rolling pastures terminated by distant hills. The
river bed is distinguished by dominant redgums,
after crossing the river these trees break the
westerly vista. Approaching the main road from
Gumeracha the view once again is of rolling
pastures and distant hills. To the east the
gently rolling pastures lead to the river crossing
and then to the dominance of the majestic Lutheran
Church with its picturesque avenue of exotic
deciduous trees. A brief glimpse of Birdwood is
gained before the road intersects the Gumeracha
Road.

the south of the road. Formal street planting and
a bridge crossing signify the arrival at the main
street of Birdwood, and the view is dominated by
an automotive workshop.

FROM CROMER
The unsealed road from Cromer passes through horse
sfuds and their characteristic recti linear fencing
and stables. The higher ground initially allows
views of pastures dotted with gums and to the
~istant hills, then to Birdwood itself south
beyond the river. Following a curve in the r'o ad
a ford crosses the river and leads to the main
street.
FROM MT. PLEASANT
The initial views from the road are of gently
sloping grazing land traversed by the MannumAdelaide pipeline to the south and a vista of
rolling pastures and tree-lined river terminated
by shapely rising hi 1 ls to the north. An E.T.S.A.
s ubstation and the contrasting architecture of o ld
rural settlement and modern town expansion
dominate the entrance to the town, particularly to
232

BIRDWOOD'S TOWNSCAPE
Birdwood is fortunate that its main street
developed in a manner unrelated to the strident
geometry of the country section it was laid out
upon. In contrast its route follows to a limited
degree, the alignment of the River Torrens which
1 ies to its north. This more natural alignment
was probably a bullock track hugging close to an
available water source, but avoiding the dual
crossing necessitated by the original surveyed
road.1 It certainly produces a more interesting
main street with its slightly curving, undulating
nature and the consequent closed views reminiscent
of many English linear villages. At its eastern
end old house gardens contribute a hedge-row
appearance which reinforces this English
character.
The approach from Gumeracha is dominated by an
avenue of gum trees which present an attractive
portal to the township. The curving view down
this avenue 1 imits the impact of the adjacent
modern subdivision and focusses attention on the
Blumberg Hotel. Here the more concentrated
allotments of Johann Gottlob Bluemel's subdivision
of 1860 form the historical core of the town. The
buildings in this section come closer to the
street alignment creating a tighter urban setting
a round the 1a rger sea 1e, of the Bi rdwood Mi 11.
Beyond this point the properties on the northern
Lobethal's original main street, Mill Road was
later replaced by the old bullock route which
cut across its first two sections and had an
easier gradient.
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side of the street continue to 1 ine the footpath
while those on the southern side are set further
back c~using the vista to widen out as the road
slopes gently downwards. Soon however the view
is closed in again by the grouping of the
Institute buildings which come forward to the
street at ignment. This presents a smaller section
of tighter streetscape adjacent to the High School
which later opens out on the street's northern
side where the ground gradually falls away to
the River Torrens.
The third concentrated pocket of development occurs
at the junction of the main street (Shannon Street)
with the Cromer and Onkaparinga Valley roads. This
area has a block of more compact town allotments
laid out at the end of the last century (1896) and
is the modern heart of the township. It has
within it most of Birdwood's first modern houses
amongst which are scattered some earlier 19th
century buildings such as the original 1860's
premises on the north-east corner of the road
junction. This property actually 1 ies on the
western side of 01 iventhal, the separate land
sub-division laid out from 1858 onwards. Beyond
this point the main street (now 01 ivedale Road)
curves away more rapidly to the north-east
sloping gently down and across the Blumberg Creek.
Along this section and on either side of the creek
are several older properties set back in well
developed gardens which almost screen the houses
from the street. Over the creek bridge the main
street levels out traversing the mud flats of
the Torrens and heading towards Mount Pleasant.
Here the historical 01 iventhal can be more easily
perceived. This was a scattered semi-rural
settlement laid out with allotments of four acres

or more and dotted with simple half-timbered houses
similar to the best remaining example owned by
Mr. Chisholm. This pattern still persists on the
north side of the Main Street whereas on the south
side a modern infilling of houses has occurred.
Even as the main street leaves the town heading
towards Mount Pleasant its continuing curvature a~d
the remaining stands of natural vegetation along
the river Torrens again closes the outward views.

installation is an example of insufficient
maintenance of the planting.
A recent failure in terms of a desirable township
scale for Birdwood is the new gymnasium in the
high school grounds. This building, although
set back from the street has an overwhelming scale
which is out of keeping wi~h an urban environment
built up of small scale urban elements.

BUILDING AND TOWNSCAPE COMPONENTS
Most of the historic buildings in Birdwood were
built of stone or have a rendered finish. Some
of the more recent red brick built homes tend to
look out of place and detract from this historic
streetscape. However, the low picket and wire
fences, and other hedges bordering the sides of
the road open up to view a number of front gardens,
and bring the rural aspect right up to the main
street. This embellishes the verdant aspects of
the townscape created by the large stands of trees
along the Torrens and on the valley sides. The
proximity of the Blumberg Hill to the north of
the town reinforces this attractive backdrop.
Unfortunately, a glimpse of the Adelaide-Mannum
pipeline on its southern side introduces a
negative element.
There are some other strident notes within this
pleasant landscape. One commonly found in many
hills towns are the poor footpath surfaces (large
irregularly designed bitumen areas), and the
design and location of ETSA stobie poles down the
main street particularly the one next to the
Birdwood· Mil 1 Museum. The well-intentioned
pergola screen in front of the Telecom
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BIRDWOOD:

A DECADE OF CHANGE 1971-1981

The Population
From 1971 to 1981 the population of Birdwood
increased by 41% from 282 to 398 people. Perhaps
more significant than the growth in the township is
the change in the structure of the p·o pulation
because much of the growth is directly attributable
to the influx of younger families extending the
numbers in the school and pre-school age ranges
with 28% of the population under 15, and the young
adult groups from 25 to 40 years old (25% of the
population). Less than 12% of the population are
retired.
Nearly 80% of the whole population are Australian
born with the majority of immigrants (78%1 coming
from the United Kingdom and Eire; only a few have
come direct from Germany. The most notable changes
in immigration over the last decade have been the
shifting out of Dutch born residents and the
incoming of a smal 1 number of Asians into the
community.
One of the most interesting changes since 1971 has
been in the composition of religious groups within
Birdwood. The Catholic group has nearly doubled,
Anglicans have remained the same, the main
Protestant groups (incl~ding the United Churchl
have decreased, but there has been a larger growth
in the Lutheran church, larger in proportion, than
the nett growth for the whole township . There may
be a number of reasons to explain this and perhaps
the nearby Lutheran primary school at Springhead
has an influence in residential location at
Birdwood- it being the nearest and largest township in the district.
' 237

The Hou s ing
As to be expected in a rural setting, most ·dwellings
are s ingle detached houses, and their number has
increased by over 50% during the decade, principally
in a new estate at the western end of the township.
The majority have at least five rooms and nearly a
quarter have seven rooms or more.
The occupance by owners/purchasers has increased
from 80% in 1971 to 88% in 1981 with mo re than ha l f
of these freehold. The tenants are all in private
dwellings as the South Australian Housing Tr ust has
not built in Birdwood. Rents in 1981 we re mainly
in the range $20-40 per week which is considerably
lower than in the metropolitan area and may explain
some of the recent population grow th within the
township. All but two or three of the dwellings
are inhabited by single families and seven dwellings
are used as hal iday homes. Over 40% of the
population had lived in the same dwelling for 5
yea rs or more in 1981.
The People

141 families make up the population of 398. Of these
a quarter are single-person families and another
quarter consist of head and spouse only. Nearly 30%
of the families are nuc lear families of both parents
and their children, and a small number of families
consist of a nuclear family with other adults also
living in the household .
The growth in population during the decade has
brought adults with higher levels of education into
the township; more than doubling the number of
adults with trade, technical and university
qual ifications .

43 % of the total population are in the workforce and
unemployment is very low. Accompanying the changes
in the population there have been changes in the
structure of the employment with significant
increases in jobs in the wholesale and retail sector
(68 %) , in community services (105 %) and in the
entertainment and recreati on sector (125 %).
Approximately 30% of the workforce are now
professional and administrative workers, 22 % are
tradesmen, and 17% are clerical or sales worke rs .
In 1981 over a quarter of the families had a total
income less than $6,000 and 55% of all families had
incomes less than $12,000. Less than 20 % of all
families had incomes in excess of $18,000 with
nearly half of those in excess of $26,000.
It is obvious that many reside nts must commute to
work from Birdwood and since l97l there ha ve been
significant increases in the number of cars owned
by each household, particularly in 2 car households.
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BIRDWOOD:
Table a

Table

Age Struct ure of Population
Age Group

9

a

%

1981
No .

%

6.4
9.5
9.2
8.8
7. 1

36
44
30
26
27

9. 1
11. 1
7. 5
6.5
6.8

+18
+17
+ 4
+ 1
+ 7

+100.0
+ 63.0
+ 15.4
+ 4. 0
+ 35.0

25
30
35
40
45

-29
- 34
-39
-44
-49

11
14
13
20
21

3.9
5.0
4.6
7.1
7.4

33
37
29
16
17

8.3
9.3
7.3
4.0
4.3

+22
+23
+16
- 4
- 4

+100.0
+164.3
+123.1
- 20.0
- 19. 1

50
55
60
65
70

-54
-59
-64
-69
+

11
20
17
12
28

3.9
7. 1
6.0
4.2
9.9

18
19
20
18
28

4.5
4.8
5.0
4. 5
7.0

+
+
+

283

100

398

100

+115

+40 . 6

97 . 9

-

103 . 1

-

+ 5. 2

-

a

Occ upational Group s

7 + 63.6
1
4.0
3 + 17.7
6 + 50.0
0
0

-

1971
No.

%

1961
No.

%

Change
No·.

%

Agri cu 1ture
Mining
Manufacturing
Utilities
Cons·truct ion
Wholesale/
Retail
Transport/
Shortage
COfTITlunications
Fi nance/Admin.
Pub. Admin/
Defence
COfTITlunity
Services
Entertainment/
Recreation
Other

11
2
. 14
5
19

16
6
16

+
+
+
-

22

37

+15

+ 68. 2

4
3
3

0
2
2

-

- 4
1
- 1

- 33.3
- 33.3

7

9

+ 2

+ 28.6

21

43

+22

+104.8

4
1

9
23

+ 5
+22

+125.0

Total

116

166

+50

+ 43.1

Workforce

41.0%

41 . 7%

12
0

1
2
2
1
3

+0 . 7%

+ 9. 1

-

+ 14.3
+ 20.0
- 15.8

-

-

Major Religion s and Countries of Over seas Birth
R~l iai ous r.rouos (Maior only)

'

Rei igion
Catholic
Church of
England
lutheran
"«hod;« }
Presbyterian
United
Church

1971

1981

Change
%
+57. 7
+ 0

26
47

41
47

+ 15

75

111

+ 36

+48.0

74

58

- 16

-21.6

o·

:

Country of Persons Born Overseas (ma jor only)

241

0C4Ypationa1 Groups and Qualifications

· Occupation

18
27
26
25
20

No.

9 b

i.o

10

Change
No ..
%

- 4
- 9
- 14
-19
-24

HAS CUll NlTV

Tab 1e

1971
No.

0
5
10
15
20

TOTAL

9

A Decade of Change 1971-1981.

Country
Asia
Germany
Netherlands
New Zealand
U.K. & Eire

1971

1981

0
2
7
2
18

4
4
0
2
36

No.Change %
+ 4
+ 2
- 7
0
18

100.0

-

0
100.0

10

b

Oyaljfjcatjons Held

Qua 1 i fi cat ions
Trade
Techn i ca 1
Certificate/
Diploma
Degree
Higher Degree
Total

1971

1981

No.

Change %

9
6

26
23

+ 17
+ 17

+188. 9
+283.3

8
6
l

23
8
2

+ 15
+ 2
+ 1

+187.5
+ 33. 3
+100. 0

30

82

52

+173. 3

Table

11

11·

Residency, Dwel l ing Type and Number of Rooms

a

Table

Residents, 5 years or more
Persons

1971

12

1981

a

Change
No.

%

Males

88

90

+ 2

+ 2.3

Females

90

87

- 3

- 3.3

Total

12

Fami I y Income Ranges
Income Range

$ 0 - 6000
$6001 - 12,000

178

177

- I

- 0.6

$12001

-

38
41

Not
Avai I able

I 8,000

35
15
12

$18001 - 26,000
Over $26 ;000
11 • b

Owe IIi ng

1971

198 1

Separate
HOUSP
Othe r

87
4

133
8

+ 46
+ 4

+ 52.9
+100.0

Total

91

141

+

so

+ 55.0

No. Change

Total Fam i I ies

%

12

b

N.A.

143

Owe I I i ng Occupance

Number of Rooms in Dwelling

11 C

2

Not stated

Dwelling Type

'

1981

1971

1971

Change

1981
No.

No . of Rooms
1
2

1971
2

1981

No.

Change

%

3
4

0
1

0
0
2

19

15

5
6

33
22

58

+25

+ 75.8

33

+II

+ 33.3

7 +

14

33

+19

+135 . 7

') I

141

+50

+ 55.0

Total

-2

- 100.0

0
+I

+100.0

-4

- 21. I

-

12

c

%

Owner/Purchaser
Tenant S.A.H .T.
Tenant Other
Other/not stated

73
0
14
4

124
0
12
5

+51
0
- 2
+ I

+ 69.9

Total

91

141

+50

+ 55 . 0

-

-

14. 3

Number of Vehicles pe r dwelling
Humber of
Vehicles
0
1
2
3 +
not stated
Total

1971

1981

15
45

Change
No.

%

9
0

9
60
57
14
I

- 6
+IS
+35
+ 5
+ I

-40.0
+33.3
+159. I
+ 55.6

91

141

+50

+

22

-

ss.o
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TABLE 13: LAND GRANTS FOR SECTIONS WITHIN FOUR KILOMETRES OF THE PRESENT TOWNSHIP OF BIRDWOOD (DEPT. OF LANDS LAND GRANT BOOKS)
z

0

1u

UJ
V'l

z

V'l
UJ
<(a:
UJ u

UJ

u

a:< a:..,

NAME

IN

WHICH

GRANT

IS

MADE

<-a..-

15 MAY 1S41

24 FEB 1S42

79

6522

80

SO

George Dunn of Mount Torrens, farmer .

27 JUL 1S47

6612
6586
6603
6604
6605

8o
77
8o
So
8o

~~J

James Logan of Adelaide.
Samuel Gottlieb Hoffmann of Lobethal,
farmer.

29 MAR 1849
14 SEP 1849

80
8o

14 SEP 1849

6111

143

143

Friederich Rudolph Strauss, brickmaker, Otto Ferdenand Strauss,
carpenter, both of Lobethal.
South Austral ian Company.

78

6629
13 06
6624

So
So
81

6625
6549
6611

85

so

6599

80

6614

8o

6623

80

6537

8o

6622

8o

6331

St

78

so

Johann Daniel Hanckel of Gumera~ka,
farmer.
SO Johann August Stelzer of Lobethal,
farmer.
SO John Sanders of Blumenberg, German
Village shepherd.
SO Alfred Swaine of Timnath, Western
Sources of the Torrens, Gentleman.
80 Alfred Swaine (as above)

80

S1

James Trew Williams of Mount Torrens,
sheep farmer .

V'l
UJ
<(a:

u

<C-

a..-

6533
6575

80
So

So
So

63SO

129

6531
6595
6554

8o
7S
So

6547
6523
6534
6555

80
82

6613
65SS
65S9
6499

8o
78
8o
So

662S
6574

80
80

6641

87

65S4
6639

SO
S4

6572

SO

6390
6393

80
S7

80
101

6539

So

SO

649S

So

80

1-.
u

wu
O::::<

JUL 1S41

Christopher Sep ti mus Penny of
Adelaide.
SO George Fife Angas of London, Esquire.
SO Christopher Septimus Penny of Adelaide
S1 Abraham Fordham of Adelaide,
1 icenced victualler.
as Wi 11 iam Prescott of Adelaide, Esquire.
S01 South Austral ian Company.
79j

6610

0

UJ
V'l

1S Sections selected by George Fife
Angas of London , Esquire.
32 Sect ions selec t ed by The South
Austral ian Company .
(see map 9 , p, 6 5 )
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DATE

6 APR 1S42
23 APR 1842
15 MAY 1842
15 MAY 1842
22 UCT 1S42

so
so

1 DEC 1849
9 MAY 1850
9 MAY 1850

UJ

NAME

IN

WHICH

GRANT

IS

HADE

DATE

0::::.,.,

Ernst Vorwerk of Hahnsdorff, farmer
Johann Adolph Bernhard Gebert of
Klemzie, farmer.
210 Abraham Shannon of Largentar,
Gumara cka, farmer.
So Alexander Greig of Talunga, farmer.
78 Gottlob Blumel of Gumeracka, farmer.
SO Johann Traugott Grope of Lobetha ll,
farmer.
SO Samuel Pithsch of Blumenberg, farmer.
821 George Dunn of Mount Torrens, farmer.
8oJ
80 Johann Adolph Bernhard Gebert of
Klemzie, farmer.
SO August Schultz of Hahndorff, farmer.
7Sl Johann Friedrich Augu st Neumann of
80J Lobetha l, farmer.
80 Wit I iam Kelly of Cumberland farm,
lnverbreakie, Mount Barker District,
farmer.
SO Gottfried Kluge of Hahndorff, farmer.
80 Gottfried Neumann, near Mount Charles,
farmer .
S7 James Ruddel 1 Todd of Portland Place
in the County of Middlesex, England,
Esquire, Edward Devett of Eaton
Square in the County of Middlesex,
Esquire and John Tussel 1 of Nunney in
the County of Somerset, Esquire .
SO James Ruddell Todd etc. (as above)
S4 James Victo ry and Luke Vi ctory both
of Gumeracka, farmers.
SO Robert Stuckey of Gilbert Street,
Adelaide, Gentleman.

12 MAR 1S51
12 MAR 1851
22 MAR 1851
2 APR 1S51
2 APR 1851
10 APR 1S51
12 APR 1851
28 MAY 1S51
2S MAY 1851
30 MAY 1851
30 JUN 1S51
15 JUL tS51
21 JUL 1S51
14 AUG 1S51
11 SEP 1851

13 NOV 1851
13 NOV 1851
17 DEC 1851

9 MAY 1350
12 AUG 1850
10 SEP 1850
1 MAR 185 1

Hiram Gosden of Gumeracka, farmer.
Sophus August Theodor Van Bertouch
and Carl Anton Rudolph Van Bertouch
of Blumberg, Gentlemen.
Alfred Watts and Phi 1 ip Love both of
Adelaide.
Johann Gottlieb Kalms of Blumberg,
farmer.

1 MAY 1852
2 JUN 1852
14 NOV 1852
4 DEC 1852

TABLE 13(CONT'D) ...
z
0

"'
u.J

u.J

u

~

<tO:::

L&J

a:< a::.,..

U

u.JU

<-

a..-

6576

SD

SD

6389
6590

80

so

80
80

6608
6593
6392

79
79
87

79
79
87

6396

92

92

6394

72

72

6342

92

92

6573

8o

so

6550
6609
6335
6343

80
7S
124

V')

ss

~~r
ss

NAME

IN WHICH

GRANT

IS

MADE

so so
71

136

6591

so

80

6337
6257

97
102

37

624S

110

6258

100

6259

101

6273

65

6271

S7

6274

S4

Friedrick Unger of Blumberg, farmer.
John Smallacombe of Gumaracka, farmer.
Thomas Pol l ock of Adelaide, cattle
holder.
Alexander Reid of Hindmarsh, enginee~
Otil le Sperr of Cox's Creek , Spinste r.
Alfred Swaine of No rwood, clerk in
the South Austral ian Company Office.
Carl Wilhelm Strauss of Blumenberg,
blacksm i th.
Carl Rudolph Hoffmann of Neudorf near
Lobethal, farmer .
James Trew Williams of Mount Torrens,
Sheep Farmer.
Otto Ferdenand Strauss of Talunga,
farmer.
William Nickels of Gumeracka, farmer.
Alfred Swaine of Norwood, Gentleman.

Alfred Swaine of Norwood, Gentleman.
Peter Dowd i ng Prankerd and
Robert Stuckey, both of Adelaide,
Gentlemen.
Robert Stuckey of Adelaide, Gentleman

Robert Stuckey of Adelaide. Gentleman.
Christian Schi 11 ing of Adelaide, land
agent.
139 Hugh Snodgrass of Mount Torrens,
farmer.
100 Johann Daniel Hanckel of Blumberg ,
farmer.
150 Heinrick Gerhard Rathjen of Blumberg,
farmer.
65 Christian Schi 11 ing of Adelaide, land
agent.
121 Ada~ Jaffrey of Adelaide, merchant.
102

S4

1-

..,u
"'

124

6551
6641

z

0

DATE

Christian Schil 1 ing of Adelaide, land
agent.

"'
u.J

u.J

<(a:

u

u.JU
a: c(

a: ....

NAME

IN WHICH

GRANT

IS

MADE

DATE

c:c- a..-

so

so
so

So

Christian Heinrich Spohr of Balhannah, 23 JUL 1S55
farmer.
Ludwig Zadow of Blumenberg, farmer.
16 SEP 1855
John Dewar of Blumberg, farmer.
24 DEC 1855

6391
6336
6276

7S
74
100

78
74
100

6272

71

71

24 JAN 1856
Alfred Swaine of Norwood, Gentleman.
1 APR 1856
Robert Stuckey of Adelaide, Gen tlema~
Johann Cordt Wilhelm Muller of
10 OCT 1856
Blumberg, farmer .
Johann Gottfried Rediger of Blumberg, 10 OCT 1856
farmer.

25 APR 1853

6277

so

so

4 MAY 11153

5625
5623
5622

53
S7
35

53
109
47

5626
5631

135
91

135
91

5624

69

106

627S

67

67

12 MAR 1S55
S MAY 1S55

62S6

125

125

23 MAY 1S55

6275

104

104

100

71

72

John Quinn of North Gumeracha, farmer.

9 JUL lSSS

29~

Edsel Thomas Day Lloyd of Mount
Torrens, labourer.

3 MAR 1S97

4 DEC 1S52

6571

So

6570
6592

So

4 FEB 1853
18 FEB IS53
22 FEB 1S53
22 FEB 1853

14 JAN 1S53
14 JAN 1853

9 APR 1853

4
18
lS
5

MAY
JUN
JUN
JUL

1853
1353
1853
1853

6 FEB 1854
15 JUL 1854
2S OCT 1854

Joseph Adolph Wi !helm Pilz of
Blumberg, farmer.
Ludwig Zadow of Blumberg, farmer.
Christian Schape of Blumberg, farmer.
Thomas Corkhi 11 of Mount Torrens,
farmer.
Thomas Magarey of Adelaide, Gentleman.
Gottfried Wi !helm Zadow of Ta lunga ,
farmer.
Edward McEll ister of Adelaide,
Gentleman.

16 JUN 1S57
24 JUN 1857
24 JUN 1S57
26 JUN 1S57
26 JUN 1857
26 JUN 1S57
AUG 1S57

Joseph Adolph Wilhelm Piltz of
Blumberg, farmer.

30 OCT 1S60

Peter Dowding Prankerd and
Robert Stuckey, both of Adelaide,
Gentlemen.
Adam Jaffrey of Enfield, me rchant.

lS JUL 1861
14 AUG 1861

29 MAY 1S55
29 MAY 1S55
29 MAY 1S55
29 MAY IS55

17
19

33j

29 MAY, 1S55
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0

UJ

1u
UJ

v>

UJ

u

CC:<(

<~

UJ

u
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~fr

6
5\
61 22

23

11\ ~7}
8 32
10~ 53
61 22J
6 2t

25
16
18
6539
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IN
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MADE

DATE

o..~

20
21
22

2~
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<(CC:

August Thiele of Blumberg, farmer.

Ludw ig August Maczkowiack of Bl umberg,
farmer.
Thomas Lloyd of Blumberg, labourer.
Benjamin Francis of Blumberg,
1abourer.
Crown Land

10 APR

1901

AUG

190~

1 AUG

190~

1~

OCT

190~

TABLE 14

LAND LEASED FROM THE SOUTH AUSTRALI AN COMPANY WITHIN FOUR KILOMETRES OF THE PR ESENT TOWNSHIP OF
BIRDWOOD (SOUTH AUSTRALI AN COMPANY RECORDS, S.A. ARCHIVES BRG 42/86)

Area
No. of
Section (ac re s)

Name of Cultivator

-1-'

I1J
Q)

..c
3

Vl
Q)

>Q)

0
-1-'

~

Vl

I1J

L

-1-'

-1-'

I1J
a:l

I1J

I1J

>-

I1J

c
Q)
-o
L

I1J

Vl
Q)

·L

-o
c
:::J

0..

:c

2

2

-

-

-

-

- -

0

(.!)

Vl

~

0

~

Supplied
by Water

Area
Fenced

Building etc.

~

C1J
LL.

1848 RECORDS
6542
6557

6585}
6598

80
80
231

20

M. Caldwell
J. Smallacombe
Sc hultz, Kruger
Ma tt hez

&

6600
6601

77

Pi lz

6620

78

J. Victory

6621

78

Wu ll i nt, Modoehstog
Krall ich

1850 RECORDS
6540
77
80
6541
80
6542
6544
6545J
6557
6556
6562
6563
6565

6585}
6598

&

Rathman

J. Hawker
William Young
M. Caldwell

-

-

Surface

120

-

- -

- Surface

77

!

-

- -

-

Well

18

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

5
5
4

-

-

- -

15

Surface

80
40
80

-

4

-

20

-

-

3

18

-

-

-

-

30
30
55

6
1

2

3

80
160

J. Cook
J. Small a com be

40
58

-

-

1
2

80
80
80
50
231

Guldner & Nackmayter
T. Kiernan
Baker & Stunberry
Mueller & Scupin
Schu ltz & Co.

50
40

-

-

2

2

2

30
60

16

30

- -

10

-

- Surface

-

50

-

-

Surface

-

&

-

-

-

1

-

-

-

1
6

-

-

-

-

-

-

- Surface

-

-

-

30

Surface
well
Surface
Surface

-

-

20

- Su rf ace

Surface

-

80
80

Surface
Surface
Surface

50
231

- -

-

&

-

-

15

80
160

-

1 hut, 1 yard
stone house,
yard etc.
3 slab huts,
4 stockya rds
3 slab huts,
3 yards
2 turf huts,
yard etc .

hut, yards etc.
house, ya rds etc.
good house ,
stock ya rd etc .
s la b house etc.
stone house,
yards etc.
slab house & yard
slab house etc.

-

hut
6 cob houses,
yards etc .

6600
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6597
6601

77
77

15
65

2

- 2

- 3

-

10 Surface

-

-

-

10 Surface

-

-

6602

79

Hapner & Co .

50

5

-

7

-

-

6615

80

N.

Stanitsky

20

9

-

3

-

-

-

-

6616
6617

76
80

Graaf & Co.
Rathgin & Co.

18
50

3

-

1
2

-

-

-

-

10

-

6618
6619
6620

80
80
78

D. Hubener
J & L Victory
J. Victory

45
17
50

-

- -

-

6621

78

Wullent & Co .

611 0
6109
6108

81
84
81

T. James
T. Wa 1don

61121
6582

173

1855 RECORDS
152
652~J
6540
76
6532
80
6541
160
65421
6543
160
6544
6563
160
65451
6557
6546
77
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Aberle & Co.
pi 1z & Rathmann

-

Surface

77
77

79
40

Surface
& Well
Surface
Surface

40
80

Surface
Surface
Surface

45
80
78

3 houses etc.
2 huts, general
store etc.
slab hut,
dairy etc.
slab house,
dairy etc.
house, yards etc.
house, etc. on
other section
house, yards etc.

-

- 7 3

-

-

-

-

-

69

3

-

2

-

-

-

-

Surface

78

2
2

-

1

-

-

4

-

-

-

- 6

Brooks

8
15
20

-

- - 15
- -

Surface
Surface
Surface

15
84
40

M. Eldridge

20

1

-

1

-

-

-

-

Surface

60

James Hawker

35

-

10 H

7

-

-

10

Surface

152

hut

John Stunberry
Wi 11 iam Young
M. Ca·l dwe 11

18
30
60

-

- 10 10 !

10
-

-

-

5
-

Surface
Well
Surface

76
80
160

hut
hut & shed
hut

Joseph Cooke

65

-

-

-

--

-

-

-

Surface

160

hut

John Sma 1 1acombe

40

-

-

!

3

-

- 70

Surface

160

Gustav Miethke

30

-

- H

10

-

- 12

Surface

77

stone hut, slab
barn & stable
brick cottage

s.

-

-

-

2 cob houses,
yards
3 houses,
yards etc.
dairy etc.
2 slab huts
slab house and
yards
cob house etc.
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-

-

-

-

77

Samual Da 11 i ng

35

- --

50
74
75
80
231

Muller & Scupin
T.W. Schulz
John Nooney
John Camp
Schulz & Co.

40
27
30

-

-

2

-

-

10

-

-

6565
6579
6580
6584

6600
6597
6602
6601
6611
6615
6616
6617
6618
6619
6620
6621
6624
6625
6641
6108
6109
611
6111
6112J
6582

OJ

2
1
3/4
2

50
65
25
50

80
80
80
156

6585}
6598

-

J. Pluckhann
Hahmaster & Ahrns
Gebert & Auhl
Thomas Kiernan

6549
6556
6558
6562J
6581
6564

77

J

79
80
76
80
80
80
78
78
80
80
87
81
84
224
173

James B1 i ght

79

77

J

4

*
3/4

4

-

-

-

80
80
80
156

-

-

8

Surface

77

-

-

-

Surface

- Surface
- Sur.face
- Surface

50
74
75
80
231

- 20 Surface

1·56

- 12 Surface

-

2

-

-

190

-

100

2

2

H

-

-

30
20
40
50
60
60
100

3

-

1
2

-

-

45
22
10
5
48
60
16

-

12

-

40 ·

-

6

-

2

-

-

- 10
-

-

5
4

-

-

*t-

Surface

8

-

t
-

-

- Surface
- Surface

-

-

-

-

-

-

Aberle & Co.
Hapner & Aber 1e
Pi 1z & Rathmann
Timoth y Murphy
N. Stanitsky
Meyer & Rathjen
Rathjen & Co .
Dienegott Hubener
J & L Victory
James Victory
Wullent & Co.
Edward Wa 11
Thos Co 11 yer
David Lambert
p. Ki ]derry
Thomas Walden
John Pearson

3

3

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

1

-

- Surface

-

-

-

78
80
40
87
81
84
224

hut and shed
hut
hut
hut
2 huts
hut & barn
hut

173

2 huts

-

H

-

-

-

-

1

-

-

- 30 Surface

*-2
-

-

-

2 huts

None
None
None
Surface
Surface
Surface

- Surface

-

1

-

6 huts

hut & shed
hut
hut
hut
2 huts
hut
hut

-

10
6

stone hut, blacksmith & wheelwright shop
2 stone huts
hut
2 huts

30
80
76
80
80
158

Surface
Well
Surface
Surface
Surface
Surface
Surface

-

-

hut & shed
hut
hut
2 huts

77
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6525}
6540
6532
6541
6542}
6543
6544}
6563
6545}
6557
6546
6549
6556
6558

6562]
6581
6584
6564
6565
6579
6580

6585}
6598
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75

3

-

t

5

-

-

13

Surface

152

stone cottage

76
80
160

Frederick
Smallacombe
John St unberry .
Wi 11 iam Young
Matthew Caldwell

30
25
50

1

-

t 4
- 5
- 18

-

-

5
6

-

76
80
160

hut
hut & shed
hut & shed

160

Jose ph Cook

60

2

-

2

9

-

-

10 Surface
10 Well
- Well &
Surface
20 Surface

160

hut

160

J . Sma llacombe

85

7

-

-

5

-

-

30

160

77
80
80
80
236

Gu stav Miathke
A & G Wi 1helm
Go ttfried Tucht
Zadow '& Herrmann
John Camp

45
40
50
35
58

-

-

1
1

5
5

-

-

- - - 25
-

Wel l &
Sur fa ce
Sur fa ce
Surface

stone cottage,
slab barn
Brick house

77
50
74
75
231

Wi 11 i am Prowse
Muller & Scupin
T.W. Schulz
Abraham Francis
Schulz & Co.

40
35
20
30
160

152

6600
6597
6602
6601

77
79
77

Aberle Hebner & CoJ
Hepne r & Aberle
Adolph pi 1z

6611
6615
6616
6617
6618

79
80
76
80
80

J . F. Gutsche
J.S . Winkler
Meyer &Ra thjen
Rathjen & Co.
Dienegott Hubener

-

-

-

-

-

-

t 2
t 34

-

-

t

3

-

-

3

-

t
t

1

5
2
6

100

2

-

H

56

2

-

-

-

-

-

20
60
43
43
40

1
5

-

-

1

-

2

-

1

-

-

-

1

-

-

-

-

.

-

-

-

Su rfac e
Surface

77
80
80
80
236

-

Surface
Well
Surface
Surface
Surface

77
50
74
75
231

hut
2 huts
hut
hut
5 hut s
2 huts

7

-

5

6

-

-

-

5

-

-

-

Surface

156

6

t

-

-

77

2

-

- 12
-

Well &
Surface
Sur fa ce
Surface
Surface
Surface
Wel l

-

1 12
1
6
- 16

-

-

-

21

-

79
80
76
80
80

-

hut
2 huts

stone cottage and
shed
hut

-

hut
hut
hut

TABLE 14 (CONT1 D) ...

6619J
6620
6621
6624
6625
6641
6268
6108
6109
6110}
6111

158

Gottlieb lrgang

76

1

-

1

8

-

1

78
80
80
86!
70
81
84
224

Wullent & Co.
Michael 0 1 Nei 1
Thos Co 11 yer
George Pope
J. Sma 11 acombe
Patrick Kilderry
Gottfried Lange
Henry Evans

60
32
30
5
28
40
40

-

-

-

-

-

!

2
8

-

-

t

12

611~1
6582

173

James B1 i ght

80 2

- H 14

-

2

-

-

-

4

-

!

-

-

-

-

20 Well &

4

-

-

-

-

-

-

Surface
Surface

-

-

-

35

Surface
Surface
Surface

-

-

-

Surface

158

hut & shed

78
.80
80
86!
70
81
84
224

hut

173

hut

hut
hut

-

hut
hut & shed
s tone cottage
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APPENDIX A Part 2- Descriptions of Birdwood
(Blumberg) and district
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EXTRACTS FROM AN INTERVIEW UITH MR. V. LEE OF
GUMERACHA - 21 OCTOBER, 1982 .
(Mr. Lee was born in Kenton Valley where his
parents were farming - he is a long-time resident
of the Gumeracha district and has very vivid
recollections of the area from the early years
of this century).
AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES
Now as far as the activities of the whole
district, they were very much the same; now
everybody grew hay, mostly wheat, sometimes oats
and they alternated their crops with a crop of
peas, because peas added nitrogen into the soil
and so improved it, so you 1 d find that most
farmers, practically all the farmers, grew a crop
of wheat one year and a crop of peas the next , and
nearly everyone had cows, they had a small dairy,
I would think just about everybody grew potatoes,
and later on, some years later on, 90% of the
farms had a small orchard and some had very big
orchards. The biggest orchard I know was in
Cuddlee Creek, therewere 90 acres under apples
and pears and plums and that sort of thing. And
then there was a sideline that the people used
to have that lived out in the ranges and that
was stripping wattle bark, the wattle bark was
used for tanning and you 1 d strip the wattles in
the spring and summer of the year when the sap
would run, and, oh, thousands of tons of bark
went out of this district to various places, we
even had a crushing plant here (Gumeracha)
opposite the hotel; Pattridge and Sons of Mount
Barker put in a crushing plant here and they
stacked the bark in the summer and in the winter

they 1 d send a team over and start up their big
engine and crush the bark, but later on we had a
contract, or the people around here had a contract
to supply wattle seed to South Africa and people
said then that it would rebound on us, which it
did, and they in turn, with cheap labour, were
able to send the crushed bark back to Australia
which killed the wattle bark industry. That 1 s
been dead for years and years now, nobody strips
wattle now, in fact there are very few wattles
left . 11

11
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11

How long did the wattle bark stripping last? 11

Well, · l think it might have lasted till the early
1930 1 s, or could have gone later as far as 1939
because we had two huge bushfires here in 1939 and
that destroyed thousands of acres of wattles and
I don 1 t think people took it up again then because
after a bushfire has been through and killed al 1
the wattles, they seed profusely and the wattle
must be meant for burning I would think because
they seldom ~ome up normally, but as soon as you
put a fire over the ground they come like a crop
of wheat, well it takes 7 or 8 years for that
tree to be big enough to strip, so that would take
you well up into the 1 40s, so I think the wattle
bark industry finished about 1935 to all intents and
purposes. Well then the orchards provided a big
industry in export apples, thousands of cases of
export apples left this district but as the years
went on the cost of producing apples got greater
and greater, spray materials became more and more
expensive, and people gradually went out of
orchards, well I would think in the early days 70 %
of the farms had an orchard on them. 11
11

''There's a big change taken place over the whole
of the district, and the change is for the worse.
The profitable dairy farms that were here when I
and a few others were instrumental in starting a
cooperative factory which later became, and is
Dairy Vale today; we started that in 1938 and
collected milk from farms through (the) Birdwood ,
Forreston, Gumeracha, Kenton Valley, Charleston,
Woodside, and later on because farmers sons had
no liking for the farm, could get jobs in Adelaide,
the young people left the district, and the
farmers got older and with no sons or daughters
to help them, and labour too costly altogether,
because you will realize that dairying is a 7 day
a week job, and the young people would .not have
it on, and so labour was unattainable and the need
for houses and the hobby farmers looking for land,
it boosted the price of land up so high that the
temptation was too great, and most of the farms
we ·r e subdivided into small blocks and sold off. 11
'~Now

we bui 1t a factory on the Mt. TorrensCharleston main road, it was called Kenton
Co-operative Dairymen Limited and we ran for
about 10 years, we amalgamated with another
co-operative society at Meadows and it was called
United Co-operative Dairies Limited and then later
on we bought out a man called Devitt who was
dairying here at Gumeracha, we built another big
factory at .. Mt. Compas and then built another
big bottling plant down in the city. All that's
gone, the factory's closed, it was bought by
Sumner's at Mount Torrens and has been turned
into a bakery, quite an attractive business too
but after those few years going back to 1938 when
we built that factory and made a business of it,
because the farmers sold out their l and, the cows

disappeared, it was no longer prof i table to run for
miles for a little drop of milk and the factory was
closed down and sold. 11
11

How good is the land a round here? 11

The land around here is so good that I doubt very
much if there's any land in the whole of South
Australia, unless its the South-East, that's
right down the lower South-East, there's no land
equal to the Mt. Lofty Ranges land. I t's high l y
productive land and we've got an ample rainfal 1,
our average rainfal 1 in the old measure ment was
32 11 a year, Lobethal was 35 and the others were
much the same, wonderful rainfal 1, wonderful
land ... 11
11

BIRDWOOD
1 went to Bi rdwood in 1908/9, 1909 I think the
(high} school opened, · either '08 or '09, . .. and
the mi 11 was in its heyday, my word, it was a busy
town in those days . 11

11

11

What sort of industries were associated with the

mi 11? 11

Ah, well the mill covered, .. it ha d a chaff-cutting
business, it had a bark crushing business, it had
the flour-milling business, and it had the store,
which made it the centre (of the town), from my
desk in the old school, in the primary school
that's where they neld the high school in those
days, I could see the road and there were teams of
8 horses bringing wheat in from the Murray Flats,
there were teams of 3 and 4 horses taking flour and
pollard and bran and stuff to the various towns,
11
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we had two coaches, one up and one down from
Adelaide to Mannum every day and they would come
through Birdwood, we had a coach from Woodside
that used to come across and meet the down coach
from Mannum . .. look it was a scene of activity
gone today , full of motor cars, no, it was a
great, great town in those days, full of
industrious people, all had a job . . .
I think competition started to eat into their
(the mill's) business through World War II, and
I think it got progressively worse until they
closed it. I think that it was mainly due to
competition from other mills . ...
The connection of the (Murray) Flats with
Birdwood was the big teams that used to bring
the grain in from the Flats , and believe me
what a haul it was to haul that up over what
we used to call Cook's Hi 11 to come to Birdwood
and a mighty costly business to bring wheat from
the Murray Flats to Pflaum's mil 1 for crushing,
but they did it. 11
11

the war broke out? Were relationships strained
at all or was Blumberg a bit different than
Lobethal? 11
Blumberg was a bit different, .. due almost
entirely to the Pflaum family. The Pflaum family
ran the mi 11 up there, and the main one at that
time, my time, was Theodor Pflaum. Theodor Pflaum
had somehow struck up a friendship with Lord
Birdwood or General Birdwood . Now General Birdwood
was an officer commanding the Australians on
Gall ipoli, and somehow, I don't know how, but
Theodor Pflaum and Lord Birdwood became friendly
and after the war was over Birdwood visited
Birdwood and of course they changed the name of
Blumberg to Birdwood and, I think that it had an
influence on the district in that I never remember
any of the Birdwood people trying to get the name
of Blumberg back again. Birdwood was there and
Birdwood stuck, and I've never known anybody say,
Oh, I wish it was Blumberg again ... 11
11

• • the Pflaum family,
.. they were intensely loyal,
two of their boys were killed in France in World
War I and I think that had a big bearing on· the
friendliness between the two districts (Gumeracha
and Bi rdwood) . 11
11

11

1

And they continued to do it, didn't they?

11

'0h , yes, for years, yes. 11

Ern Pflaum, or his brother, used to go down
the Flats and inspect the farmers' grain and if
it was the right variety and plump and nice
quality, they would buy · it and the farmer would
deliver it, or if he couldn't deliver it with his
own team, he'd get it carted up there. Now
where else would they send it, they'd have to
take it right down to Murray Bridge . . . 11
11

11
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What about between Gumeracha and Blumberg when

SAMUEL RANDELL:

WRITTEN BY JOY RANDELL SAUNDERS (1983)

My Great-Grandfather Samuel Randell arrived at
Glenelg in the ship "Hartley" on October 27,
1837 at the age of four, with his parents William
Beavis and Mary Ann Randell and siblings (William
Richard, Thomas George, Hannah Elliott- later
Mrs. Alfred Swaine- John Beavis, Elliott Charles,
Francis Henry , Ebenezer Hartley and Elizabeth
Beavis- the last two born in South Australia) .

and she had vivid memories of the time when the
Blumberg mi 11 caught fire and her Mother ''rushed to
release the horses from the stables". She
recounted to me how the German women used to seek
her Mother's advice on caring for their children,
since Great-Grandmother Elizabeth had nursed in
England before she married Samuel. My Grandmother also remembered the taste of the delicious
German coffee cake which the Silesian and German
women used to present ~o her Mother, whom they
regarded as their mentor and friend.

The following are some memories of my GreatGrandfather as told to me by his daughter
Elizabeth Beavis Templer (nee Randell), my
maternal Grandmother . My Grandmother spent most
of her childhood at Blumberg where her father at
that time ran the Randell flour mill (J10W
Birdwood Museum), possibly taking his turn after
some of his elder brothers .
My Great-Grandfather Samuel brought home with him
as his wife (after a return trip visit to England
taken with his parents in 1854), an English
nursing sister who had nursed him back to health
after he contracted smallpox while preparing to
study medicine . He had stayed behind in England
after his parents returned to Kenton Park in 1855.
My Grandmother Elizabeth (named after her Father's
15 year old sister who died of smallpox and was
buried at sea on her parent's return trip to
Kenton Park, Gumeracha, in 1855- see William
Beavis Randell's diary of the fateful return trip
to England) was their first child- born at Mil 1
Cottage, Gumeracha.
The Samuel Randells were the only English-born
family 1 iving at Blumberg during Gran's childhood
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DISTRICT GEOGRAPHY:
Lesson VI I.

THE MOUNT BARKER COURIER
3rd September, 1897 p. 2

Q. -Charleston was mentioned in a previous lesson .
After lea ving this township where does the coach
take you? A.-If you stop in it long enough you will
reach Mount Torrens, with its mills for flour and
bark.
Q.-ls Mount Torrens a 1 ively place? A.-It would
prove a s uitable place of residence for anyone
troubled with a weak heart . There is a good steady
trade done there, however .
Q.-Travell ing onward, what is the next place of
note? A.-Blumberg, sometimes called Pflaumberg .
Q.-Why is it called Pflaumberg? A.-for various
reasons, one of which is that there is one of the
best equipped mills in the colony there, owned by
the brothers Pflaum.
Q.-ls Blumberg on the move, and which way? It
is; forward.
Q.-What is the reason of this? A.-The energy of
its residents, among whom the two H's, Hynes and
Heinrich, have by their persistence proved that t~e
precious meta 1 is to be found there, and it has now
wha t promises to be the best-paying goldfield in
the colony.
Q.-Has there been any gold got from there? A.-If
I had the amount I wo uld not be answering these
questions.
Q.-Can you name some of the most promising mines
in the neighbourhood? A.-I can, but I won't.
Q.-ls Blumberg noted for anything else? A.-Yes;
its Catholic picnic and races, which . form one of the
merriest 1 ittle meetings in the country. There you
see the purthiest of gurruls, wan luk at thim bein'
equal to anny oye lotion in the worruld for the
soight av an ould sinner loike me. An' the bhoys!

11
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Be jabers! can ye show me the spalpeen that cud
hould a candle to thim? Whiroo! -My stock of Italian
having given out with the exception of 11 divil 11 and
11
broth 11 , I will have to resume in something less
expressive. Suffice it to say- this phrase I have
heard before somewhere - that having a Foote at the
head of affairs in these matters is a guarantee of
success.
Q.-Are there any cricketers at Blumberg?
A.-Wattyer Giffen us, Bushells of 'em .
Q.-ls there any river at Blumberg? A.-The mighty
Torrens , whose storm-flecked waters lap with eager
tongue the succulent mud and fulfil their mission by
carrying and depositing ·it in the weir at Adelaide.
Q.-As the mud in ~his weir is derived from goldbearing country, would it not pay to put it throug~
the cyanide process? A.-You are wandering from
Blumberg. Yes; it would pay the cyanide people very
we 11 if they got paid in advance for the treatment,
and it would also pay the Municipal Council of
Adelaide if they could get some foolanthropist on
this lay instead of having to pay for getting the
mud shifted. Perhaps Cr. Sellar will take a hint.
Q.-Let us move, or some of the mud may stick.
What is the next township ? A.-Gumeracha, with its
green pastures, beautiful gumtrees, fine cricket
oval, and pretty scenery.
Q.-How is this township built? A.-Somewhat on the
Calathumpian principle, the buildings being dumped
down in any handy spot. This has its advantages, as
a stranger, unless he has the bump of locality
largely developed, can be taken round the various
streets two or three times from different angles
until he is duly impressed with the size of the
place.
Q.-Where is the institute? A.-Somewhere in the
township.

Q.-What else of note is there at Gumeracha?
A.-The butter factory, the excel lent products of
which always command the best market price.
Q.-How is Gumeracha represented? It is the chief
polling-place of the district of the same name and
is represented by Mr. R. Homburg and Captain
Rande 11.
Q.-ls Gumeracha fond of sport? A.-One the
racecourse and the cricket and football ground
Gumeracha has always been able to hold its own.
Dr. Nicholls deserves a pat on the back somewhere
here.
Q.-What annual event is held at Gumeracha? A.-The
ploughing match, which has not yet been replaced by
the agricultural show. Gumeracha is justly proud
of itself in this respect, as it is the . home of the
champions who show how it ought to be done all over
the colony.
Next Lesson - Mannum} 1
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APPEND IX B Part 1 - A History of the Birdwood
Mi 11
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THE BIRDWOOD MILL- A BRIEF HISTORY
a good flour mill, hard at work, a
blacksmith shop surrounded chiefly
by double farrow ploughs, reapers,
... and winnowers, a public house or
two, a school, several well built
churches, a representative of the
banks and insurance societies, a
public reading room and library,
and a number of cottages, many having
nice gardens 11 •
The Farmers Weekly
1
Messenger,. Nov. 13, 1874
11

This journalist's observation of a 11 typical 11 South
Austral ian country town in the northern wheat belt
during the 1870's is also a fair description of
the development of communities dependent on an
emerging cereal industry for their prosperity.
Not surprisingly for a colony that was to become
the 11 granary of Austral ia 11 the flour mill heads
the list of identifiable activities in this
11
averaae 11 settlement. It was natural for
communities to grow around the most important
industrial activity in the area, and Blumberg was
no exception to this. The Blumberg Mi 11 was the
focus for settlement in the district virtually from
the date of its construction and continued to be
one of the town's most important industries until
it ceased operations nearly a century later. The
first mill was in operation by 1854 at which time
a number of ancillary trades had been established

around it, including a blacksmith, wheelwright,
cabinet maker, mason and saddler. Throughout its
history the Blumberg/Birdwood Mill provided direct
employment for probably no more than a dozen people,
but in terms of the supporting trades that grew
around it, the seasonal involvement of local
inhabitants in its activities through contracting,
and the trade its presence attracted, the importance
of the mill in the local economy went far beyond
its capacity as an employer of labour.
Wheat farming began early in the district (see table
p. 69) although during the first decade of
settlement South Australian flour millers had no
access to export markets because of restrictive
imperial legislation, so with a domestic surplus of
breadstuffs, prices for flour and wheat remained
static, removing the incentive for expansion in the
industry. South Australia's booming cereal based
economy only gained momentum after the Victorian
gold rushes began in the early 1850's, which
corresponds with the erection of the first Blumberg
mil ·l. Also .in 1846 the Corn Laws were repealed
allowing South Australian wheat and flour into the
potentially huge British market for the first time.
Three years later the Navigation Acts disappeared,
allowing foreign ships to compete with British
ship-owners for the carriaae of Australian wheat
and flour to Europe. The effect was to lower
freight costs from 3/9 per bushel! in 1844 to 1/9
per bushel! in 1850.2
2

D.W. Meinig, On the Margins of the Good Earth,
p. 190, Rigby, 1974.

263

Murray D.A. Thomson, 'Transport Changes and
Development of South Australia's Staple
Industries 1836 - 1884; M.A. Thesis, Adelaide,
pp. 57-58. In P. Donovan, An Industrial History
of S.A., Working Paper, Dept . of Architecture,
p. 16.

These two factors made local flour a potentially
lucrative export commodity, which led to an
increase in the area cultivated under wheat .
The Blumberg location was a natural one for a
flour mill, being halfway between the developing wheatlands of the Murray flats and the
colony 1 s only export point at Port Adelaide,
while the Torrens provided a reliable and
easily accessible supply of water to feed the
boilers of the steam engine which drove the
mill machinery.
This first mill was powered by a steam engine
built in England, by James Watt in 1805. It
was brought to South Australia by John Ridley
(inventor of the 11 Stripper 11 ) in 1840 for use
in his Hindmarsh mill .3
The area under wheat in the county from which
Blumberg mill drew its wheat rose from 17,684
acres in 1850 to 62,739 acres in 1854.4 The
price of flour on the Victorian gold fields
~oared to £200 per ton in 1854 . 5
3

Lindsey Harrison, Flour Mills in South
Australia, Working Paper, Dept. of
Architecture, p.31.

4

Edgars Dunsdorf, Historical Statistics
of the Australian Wheat Industry: Acreage
and Average Yield, 1792-1850, University
of Melbourne, 1956 p.p. 46-47

5

The late 1850 1 s to the early 1860 1 s must have been
one of the most profitable periods in the
mill 1 s history; certainly milling in South
Australia generally was given a tremendous
boost by the gold rush with the number of
mills in the colony trebling in the ten years
between 1850 and 1860 from 27 to 78.6
Bluemel retained ownership of the mill until
January, 1861, when it was transferred to Frederick
Smallacombe, miller of Blumberg, who sold it to
Wilhelm Graf, miller of Blumberg, in October, 1862 .
The latter sold it to Franz Max Heinrich Bevilaqua,
storekeeper of Blumberg, in January 1865, who sold
it a month later to William Beavis Randell of
Kenton Park. In 1867 the mi 11 was destroyed by
fire, apparently it had an insured value of £2,500
and with this money Samuel Randell, the managing
partner in the firm of Randell & Son, had it
rebuilt.7 This new building with its distinctive
60 1 chimney still st~nds alongside the 4-storey
structure built later by the Pflaum brothers.
Apparently the mill was in a precarious financial
state during the mid 186o•s because in 1868 Sam
Randell went bankrupt. after working the reconstructed
mill for only one year. Two reasons can be advanced
for his fa i 1ure.
6

Harrison, ibid. , p. ( i) •

7

Adelaide Observer, 23.2.1867

Edgars Dunsdorf, The Austral ian Wheat
Growing Industry, Melbourne University
Press, 1956, p.107.
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Firstly the prosperity brought to the South
Austra l ian flour indu s try by the gold rush began
to falter in the mid-sixties with the price of f lour
Ievell ing out as this particular market began to
be supplied by Victorian mil lers. Second l y,
Rande ll 1 s investment in rebuilding the mill coincided with a particularly bad season for the South
Australian wheat industry . Rust and disease
annihilated the crop with yields in the county of
Ade lai de (from where the Blumberg mill drew its
whea~ falling from 14.5 bushe ll s Pfir acre in 1866
to 2.7 bushells per ac re in 186 7.
After
Randel 1 •s financial collapse in 1868 the mill stood
idle until 1871 when it was rented by the Pflaum
brothers.
Fritz and Theodore Pflaum owned the general store
in Blumberg, and after Randell •s failure decided
to rent the mi ll and utilise its power p lan t for
a new venture- wattle bark mil 1 ing. The brothers
const ructed a bark crushing plant a longside the
Randel 1 mill and began to export crushed wattle
bark. The bark was a source of tannin, used in
leather manufacture . The Pflaums obtained exclus ive rights to take bark from watt le trees on
the large grazing properties in the surrounding
districts, subcontracting with local farmers to
c ut and transport the bark to · their mill.

8

Dun s dorf, Historical Statistics, p.64

This activity was very profitable and continued fo r
fifty years until 1921 when chemical substitutes
replaced bark as a source of tannin. Certainly the
impact on local employment must have been considerable, no doubt enabling many local farmers to cope
more easily with lean seasons. The Pf laum's wattle
bark won prizes for quality both internati onally
and within Australia between 1880 and 1900. The
fact that the Pflaum brothers entered such competition suggests bot h the high profitability of t he
enterprise and a recogn iti on of the importance of
the export market to the mill's continued prosperity.
The success of the bark mill encouraged the Pflaums
in 1871 to recommence flour milling in the Rande ll
mill. This planned move coincided with strengthening prices for flour on overseas markets, and
finally in 1877 the Pflaums purchased the mi ll from
the Randell family.
In 1887 the brothers decided to replace the o ld
stone-grinding method of flour milling with new
roller mach inery. The investment in the new
equipment was enormous, with the Pflaums spending
£7000 on roller grinding machinery imported from
the United States and on a new four-storey build ing
to house it.9 At this time flour milling was
becoming an increa sing l y urbanised activity in the
State and improved transport networks meant that
farmers often railed their wheat direct to Adelaide
or the nearest port rather than deal with coun t ry
millers.
9
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Register, 8.9.1888

In the face of these developments, the Pflaum's
initiative seemed rather risky. Part of the
explanation was the town's key location in
relation to the new wheatlands on the recently
settled Murray flats. Another explanation was
the need to meet changing consumer preference
in Britain for a type of flour which stone grinding methods were unable to supply . During this
period demand increased for a white loaf using
white flour that could onlb be produced easily
by roller-equipped mills. 1 We know how
important the export market was to the Birdwood
mill, so it is easy to imagine the disquiet
with which the Pflaum brothers would have
viewed the unequal competition which they now
faced from roller-equipped mills in the eastern
colonies and the United States. The problem
was compounded by the efficiency of the roller
process compared with stone-grind i ng methods .
One large roller mill was capable of replacing
several stone-equipped mills, giving any miller
installing the new machinery a considerable
edge over his competitors. 1
When the Blumberg mill was equipped with the
machinery, the Register newspaper commented
that it had become 11 • • • one of the best flour
mills in the colony. 11 12
10

11
12

T.G. Parsons, 'Technological Change in the
Melbourne Flour-Milling and Brewing
Industries,• 1870-90. In Australian Economic
History Review, Vol. 11, Sept. 1971,p.135.
Parsons,ibid. , p.136.
Register~.1888

That the Register devoted an entire column to the
opening of the new mill, noting that the Commissioner
of Crown Lands travelled from Adelaide to open it,
suggests how unusual it was for this amount of money
to be spent on a country mill. Enterprising the
Pflaums might have been, but they were not innovators .
Roller technology had been demonstrated to
Australian millers in Sydney , as early as 1879, while
Melbourne mills had begun 3o convert to the new
process as early as 1881. 1
However the cost of
conversion had always been considered to be beyond
the reach of the sm~ll miller, requiring between
£2,000 and £4,000.1
Viewed in this light the
Pflaums' £7,000 investment was remarkable indeed.
To house the new machinery a new four-storey
building was erected giving the mill complex its
present appearance. The old James Watt s team engine
was insafficient to power the new mill and was reinstalled in the bark mill. To replace it, a Sulzer
steam engine delivering 60 H.P. was imported from
Switzerland. The Sulzer was the first of its kind
in the colony and went on to prove its reliability
by running continuously without a major break-down
until 1924.
An immediate effect of the new process was on
employment. The old mill and its powerplant needed
the services of between 10 or 12 men, but the new
mill could function with only 2.15 The reduction
13
14
15

Parsons,ibid. ,p.135
Parsons , ibid. ,p.138
Observer, 8.9.1888
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in the number of men and the efficiency of the
roller operation would have made production costs
cheaper, giving the Pflaum mill a competitive edge
over its less well equipped rivals. Certainly by
1887 such an advantage was neces sary if country
mills were to remain profitable. Some large milling
concerns like Dunn•s were able to control wheat
and flour prices, and being closer to the large
domestic market of Adelaide and the major ports
could take advantage of larger economies of scale
than could small, independent country mills. The
effect of this concentration in the industry was
to reduce the number of mills .in South Australia
from about 85 in 1887 to 59 ten years later . 16
While neighbouring mills in Gumeracha, Mt. Torrens
and Eden Valley closed down, the Blumberg mill
prospered, probably because of. its superior
effic iency compared with these smaller, less we ll
eq uipped rivals . Another factor in the Blumberg
mill 1 s survival was the quality of its product.
As with their wattle bark, the Pflaums were careful
to promote their 11 Peerless 11 brand of flour on the
expor t market by entering local and international ·
competitions. 11 Peerless 11 flour won many prizes
in Australia and overseas, firmly establishing
the quality of the Pflaum•s product on the all
important overseas market.
16
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Harrison , ibid. , p. ( i) .

The mil l continued in operation under the ownership
of the Pflaum family until 1954 with 1 ittle change
to the basic operation apart from the conversion to
electric power in the 1930 1 s, a change which further
reduced operating costs. After World War Two the
export market for flour declined as shipping of
grain in bulk removed any economic advantage in
milling wheat before it reached it s destination.
With the decline of the export market, always so
important to the mi 11, the Bi rdwood operation
became progressively less profitable.
After the mi ll closed the buildings were used for
a variety of community activities, but its present
occupation - as a museum - only began in 1964 when it was purchased by two Adelaide men to house a
motorcycle collection. Eventually the mil 1 complex
was developed as a museum and taken over by the .
State government, with the result that at present
it is one of South Austral ia•s best known tourist
attractions. Although the mill 1 s function has
completely changed it still provides employment
for some of ~he town residents and is the focus
for local involvement in another kind of industry tourism. To that extent the mill still performs
its or iginal role as an i mportant contributor to
the prosperity of the community that surrounds it.

APPENDIXB Part 2

Descriptions of the Birdwood
Mill Fire 1867, and the Peerless
Rol l er Mill 1888 .
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BIRDWOOD MILL FIRE
The following is quoted from The South Australian
Register, Wednesday, February 20, 1867.1
GUMERACHA (From our own corr espondent. Gumeracha,
Fe bruary 18 .)
By the kindness of a friend I was able to send you
a special dispatch on Sunday announcing the sad
intelligence of t he total destruction of the
Blumberg Steam Mills by fire, and now send you
further particulars. It appears that about a
quarter to 10 on Saturday night, Mr . S. Ra ndel l,
the managing partner in the firm of Randell & Son,
took hi s usual walk over the mill to see that it
was all going on right. After doing so he gave
instructions to the men to stop the mill at 10
o 'clock , and t o get steam up again at 1 o'clock on
Monday morning. He then lef t the mill for his
home, which i s about three minutes• walk, and soon
retired for the night. About 5 on Sunday morning
he was awoke (sic) by the cry of fir e, and soon
lea rnt that the mill was the scene of the
conflagration . He hast ened to the spot, and
found to his horror the fi re had a firm ho l d of
the first floor , where the stones. wo rk . Some 12
to 20 persons were t he r e by this time, but i t was
soon evident that a ll efforts to save the building
wou ld be fruitless. Attention was therefore
directed to saving as much of the wheat a nd flour
as could be got at. The books and papers were first
sec ur ed, and a ll worked as if for their 1 ives- men,
women, a nd ch ildren. Not the least worthy of note
11

Published in Torrens Valley Historical Journal
No. 17 May 1882.
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were the exertions of Mrs. S. Randell. Tha t lady
labou red unceasingly, not on ly in supplying refresh ment to. the half-suf focated workmen, but also with
her own hands assisted in sav ing a considerable
amount of propert y. On the f irst notice of the fire
a speci a l messenger had been di spat ched to Gumeracha
to give the ala rm , and to get all the ass i stance
possible. Th e news spread rapidly; every horse and
vehi cl e avai lable was pressed into serv ice. Some
of Mr. J.B. Randell •s men immediately yoked up a
team of horses to one of the wagons bel ong ing to
the Gumeracha Steam Mills, and started for the scene
of destruction. They soon had a 1 i v ing freight, and,
as if the hors es understood the ob ject of the tr i p,
they went over the ground at a furious pace, making
the j ourney of fi ve mile s in about 20 minutes.
Numbers continued to arrive, but little could now
be done except to prevent the spread of the fire to
the surrounding houses. The whole mill was one
sheet of fire. The flames lea ped from f loor to
floor, they curled up the iron roof li ke so much
paper, and then, in their fury, and with awful
grandeur, roared triump ha ntly 20 or 30 feet above
the top of the bu il ding . The heat was now so intense
that no one but a salamander could come anywhere
near. But this cou ld not last long . The floors
one after another gave way, a nd now nothing remained
but the walls and a mass of red-hot c i nders. Where
al l exerted themselves so adm i rab ly it is difficult
to particularize, but I cannot he l p ment ioning the
eraiseworthy untiring labours of Messrs. C. Theel,
E. Stone, W. Tr eble and J . Blight jun . I think if
the Insurance Company we re to acknow ledge such
conduct it mi ght act as an incentive on future
occas ions, wherever th ey may ha ppen. Nor must
forget the good service rendered by Mr . F. Bevilaqua.

That gentleman was most energetic; he was everywhere
doing the work of two or three men under ordinary
circumstances. He kindly lent all the new buckets
in the store (and these were not a few). when a
chain of men was made to the River Torrens, about
100 yards. All the people in the township also
added their quota to the army of buckets, and soonan endless band of full and empty buckets was
ascending and descending from and to the river.
It was astonishing the quantity of water which by
this division of labour was brought to the fire.
Mr. S. Randell gave directions with great coolness,
and was most energetic in his endeavours to save
the property. He was scarcely to be recognised,
covered with soot and dust; but his countenance
showed that he carried an aching heart. He is a
gentleman of indomitable perseverance and energy,
and much sympathy is felt by all who know him
both at Blumberg, where he has resided but a short
time, and also at Gumeracha. On Monday an inquest
was held at the Napoleon Bonaparte Hotel: Mr . H.
Dawson, J.P. Coroner.2 Mr. W. Heritage was chosen
Foreman of a Jury of 13 a great number of whom
were summoned from Gumeracha. Six or eight
witnesses were examined, and the enquiry lasted
5 hours, but nothing was elicited to show the
origin of the fire, and probably it never will be

known. Mr. R.E. Tapley attended on behalf of the
South Australian Insurance Company, in whose office
the property was insured, I hear, to the extent of
£ 2,500 ; but a large quantity of wheat stored by
the farmers was, I am sorry to say, not covered
by any insurance, therefore many others will suffer
through the calamity. 11

2 An inquest held on 18/2/1867 stated 11 The
finding of the jury was that there is no
evidance (sic) to show how the Mill was burned 11 •
Following the fire a legal battle was carried
on between Randell and The South Austral ian
Insurance Company over the lost wheat. It
ended on 14/12/1869 when the Privy Counci. l in
London decided in favour of Randell (Law
Reports Vol.lll pp 101-114) .
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THE PEERLESS ROLLER MILL
Details of the new mill building taken from an
article published in the Mt. Barker Courier 14th
September 1888 and .titled 11 A Magnificent Flour
Mill -Blumberg el) fete 11
The Pflaum brothers approached machinery makers
from England, Germany and the United States. They
chose the tender of Mr. O.C. Schumacher an
american engineer who had designed corn mills at
Port Adelaide and Port Augusta for J. Dunn & Co. 1
The milling and centrifuge machines which he
installed were imported from the United States
and some lesser equipment came from England but
he also manufactured equipment at Kilkenny. They
were powered by a 61 H.P. 11 Gebriider Sulzer11
steam engine imported from Switzerland. On each
floor was a great array of beautifully finished
machines set off everywhere by the light yellow
and dark red of handsome polished pine framing.
The iron staffings pulleys and other driving gear
were supplied by A. Jones and Sons of Adelaide who
also manufactured the boilers. The engine and
boilers were mounted by P.J. Williams of North
Adelaide who also refitted the old J~mes Watt
engine for driving the bark mill.
The ~ectional diagram on the facing page shows the
principal machinery arrangement. The basement · was
used for the power transmission, wheat reception
In the article Schumacher was titled architect
but was most probably a mechanical engineer.
He must have previously worked in Australia
as he had set up a machine shop at Kilkenny
S.A.
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and pre-cleaning. The ground floor was the grinding
floor which reduced in stages the wheat grain to
flour and by-products. The first floor was the
purifier floor where the bran particles were
removed. The second and top floor was the seperator
floor where the grading of the wheat took place for
further reduction.
The milling processes were described in the article
as follows:
The wheat was first emptied into a hopper under the
verandah, conveyed along the basement by a long
worm into an encased reel which took out the heavy
dust and any long stuff in the wheat. From the reel
it was eleJated to the two dirty wheat bins on the
second .· floor. Then let down onto the zig-zag machi·ne
on the first floor which cleans it further from where
it falls on to a seed cleaner which takes out all
drake (sic) and small seeds. Fr om here it goes back
to an oat and barley separator on the top floor
where all these grains are separated from the
wheat. It then drops into a Richmond Scanner, which
scans the wheat thoroughly separating the impurities
and inferior ' stuff, from here it falls into a gravel
separator on the first floor where all the stones and
heavier materia l is separated. It then goes back to
the top floor to a brush mach ine which brushes off
any remaining imp urities. The grain is then conveyed
to the clean-wheat bins on the same floor from where
it goes to a grader which divides the smaller grain
from the l arge r and then falls from this onto the
rolling mac hines. Here each grain is broken in the
crease and it is rolled and scalped then gradua lly
reduced on the second, third, fourth and fifth
break rollers, each time reduced on scalpers in
connection with aspirators, purifiers and dust
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collectors. The middings and flour taken out by
the scalper go to a cylindrical flour dresser
separating the break flour and sending the middlings
on to a grading staker. This grades them and they
are sent to three middling purifiers on which they
are gradually reduced to flour. The products are
dressed and re-dressed on seven centrifugals until
the result is a 11 Peerless 11 flour. This flows into
a floorbin on the second floor and is bagged by a
Eureka flourpacker. The other products (bran,
screenings etc) are also bagged on this floor.
Several large fans draw the dust from the wheat
cleansing machines into a large dustroom
partitioned off in the old mill. The aspirators
of the roller machines and purifiers etc. are
each connected to separate dust collectors. One
pair of stone mills are retained for crushing
fodder whilst the old mill has been cleaned of
milling equipment and turned into a storeroom.
The cost of the new mill amounted to £ 7,000.
The mill hours were 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. i.e. 12
hours a day. 5 bags of flour were produced per
hour or 6 tons per day.
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Interior of wattle bark mill

Interior of flour mil 1 ground floor machinery

Storage area
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APPENDIX B Part 3

Documents relating to the
Mi 11 1 s early history
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SOME NEW ASPECTS OF THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE
BIRDWOOD MILL
On Christmas Eve in 1856 Johann Heinrich Christian
WEGE, miller of Blumberg declared himself insolvent
and petitioned the Court for protection from his
creditors.
From the Court proceedings, the following story
emerges 1
~ohann Gottlob BLUEMEL was the occupier of Section
6587 in 1853 when he entered into an agreement with
Wege to sell him 5 acres of his land and to lend
£1,200 for the purpose of erecting a flour mil 1.
Construction of the mill may have commenced in
November 1853 (at 30 May 1854 it was shown to be
still in course of erectio n- SAA A495 B7).
Erection of the mill cost Wege £2, 100. Wege was
not a young man and had family troubles;l he
Wege and his family arrived in South Australia on
the George Washington in 1845. He came from
Mecklenburg and he was sponsored by Gottfrieb
Lange a German miller who 1 ived at Lobethal (S.A.)
His marriage certificate title9 him 11 tischler and
muller 11 (i.e. a cabinet maker and miller). His
father was a miller from near Hanover and he was
obvious ly apprenticed to ~he milling industry
when young. His training as a cabi net maker
would have made him capable of construct ing mil 1
machinery- he was probably a millwright. He
married Maria Sophia (Margaretha) Lub(c)ke at
Alt Gaarz near Restock on the 16th February 1838.
She died at Hahndorf aged 63 on the 16th November
1856. He later remarried and went to 1 ive at Mt.
Gambier (information supplied by Mrs. Robertson,
Coll inswood, S.A.).
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engaged a young man by the name of Johann Friedrich
HAAR in January 1856, initially to dress the mill stones. Wege claims he then took Haar into
partnership; however, this was denied by Haar.
Both men were German and spoke 1 ittle, if any,
English. They had to employ a clerk to do the
book-keeping. By the end of April 1856, Wege felt
he could not carry on with the business and
unsuccessfully tried to sell out to interests in
Adelaide. He then agreed to sel 1 the mil l to Haar
who was to pay £2,300 for it by taking over the
debts and by paying Wege £100. Bluemel had not
been paid for the land nor had he been repaid for
the money advanced and therefore retained the main
interest in the mil 1. Haar in his turn declared
himself insol vent on 7.11.1857 (GRG66/5/612) and
the evidence suggests that Haar was somewhat
devious in a number of his dealing s • 1 1 B. Arno 1d
The Court proceedings do not however tell the whole
story. Gottlob Bluemel did not become the owner
of Section 6587 until February, 1854 when he bought
it for £3 54 from George Fife Angas and it seems
highly unlikely that Bluemel would have advanced
£ 1 ,200 to Wege to build a mill on land which was
not yet his own. Interestingly on 24 March, 1854,
one month after he purchased Section 6587, he
sold half of it (38t acres) to two loc a l tradesmen
and mortgaged the rest of his land, some 263 t acres,
to one Bernhard Hochreuther, a watchmaker of
Adelaide, for 1000 including the unfinished mil 1.
1-t seems that B1ume 1 1 s 1oan to Wege was financed by
his mortgage to Hoc hreuther and this would appear
to be substa ntia ted by Wege 1 s statement that 11 i t
was arranged that I should pay for the land in
March 24, 185]11 and also the copy of the agreement
between Bluemel and Wege which says that Wege had

until 25 March, 1857 to pay back the £1,200 loaned
to him.
Bluemel paid back his mortgage in February, 1857
although his loan of £1,200 had not been repaid
to him by Wege or Haar, who had taken over as
leesee of the mill in mid-1856 after Wege went
bankrupt. However, the day after he repaid
Hochreuther, Bluemel took out another mortgage
of £1,600 from one Samuel White and so was still
not 'out of pocket' over the mill. While Wege
and then Haar expended time, money and energy
developing and running the mill, Bluemel was still
the sole owner of the land and the mill his
property. Was he aware from the beginning that
,,
Wege, a man with 1 imited capital and an aging
wife who may already have been seriously ill,
could probably never repay such a relatively large
loan as £1,200? Indeed, Wege declared that he had
expended about £2,100 on getting the mill to working
order plus more for repairs later. Thus for his
initial loan of £1,200 Bluemel in the end had an
asset worth far more than his original outlay
and when he finally sold it in January, 1861 to
Frederick Smallacombe, miller of Blumberg (i.e. the
current lessee) it would be interesting to know his
return. The mill was sold by Bluemel only some
three months after he had decided to subdivide the
rest of Section 6587 in October, 1860, which in
turn was about five months after he had discharged
his mortgage to White. By this time Section 6587
formed most of the commercial ~heart' of Blumberg
and with the increasing development of the 1 ittle
township it was undoubtedly a good time to sell
both the land and, a little later, the mill~
The insolvencies of both Wege and Haar illustrate

the difficulties that many small tradesmen and
others faced as they tried to set themselves up in
business. They rarely had any capital of their own
and were therefore often forced to borrow, or enter
into unsatisfactory partnerships or agreements which
left them vulnerable to exploitation. It is
difficult to speculate but in Wege's case, due
perhaps to a certain degree of naiviety, he was
successfully 'exploited' by ~ne of his own country~
men who was more astute at business matters and
able to use the 'system' to his own advantage.
Haar is a less sympathetic character who was either
incompetent or dishonest in dealing with some of
his customers as is shown by such statements as
11
1 never kept a cash book" or 11 1 have no book in
which I put 1down my receipts and payments afterwards".
The following documents reflect a side of life not
frequently obtainable from other sources showing
the difficulties of running small business enterprises, the quarrels, bickering and misunderstandings
that arose between the townspeople, and the problems
encountered through language barriers and cultural
differences present at that time.
A. · Aeuckens
SAA GRG66/5/568 Insolvencies.
Johann Heinrich Christian WEGE now of Gilles Plains,
machinist, and lately of Blumberg, miller .
24 December 1856.
Personal Estate
Interest in land and mill at
Blumberg subject to mortgate or
equitable lien to Blumel and to
agreement with one J.C. Haar about
Clothing, furniture and tools about

£1600
£ 25
£1625
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Proofs of Debt
Joseph Harrold,
Hindley St
August Moebus, The
Duck Ponds near
Truro, farmer

£46-12- 8
£88-16- 0

for goods sold
and delivered.
money lent £74,
work and labour

SAA GRG66/5/568 Insolvency Johann H.C. Wege.
Sworn statement by Johann Friedrich Haar of
Blumberg- Ulrich Hubbe interpreter. 7/2/1857.
I am in the mill at Blumberg, I occupy it and am
working it. I took the mi 11 from Blume! & Wege
and the creditors to whom Mr Wege was indebted.
I was to take Mr Wege's debts. to the amount of
£2300 and to pay Mr Wege £ 150 all which I was to
do when Wege made over to me the mill. I do not
know about the list of creditors produced. I have
the list made out by the clerk of the mill at home.
I had an amended list of the creditors drawn up
by Mr Schumacher signed by the creditors, the clerk
of the mill made no list of his own he only
translated Mr Schumacher's into german. I have at
home the agreement signed by myself and Wege and
the creditors. Five of the creditors signed the
agreement at the mill.
One sum £2300 was mentioned in the agreement, I
owe under that agreement £2300 to the creditors,
had the creditors been less than £2300 it would
have been to Wege 1 s credit. I be 1 i eve I have paid
between £400 and £500 the receipts at home wi 11
show Bergmann & Graff £ 126 for which I had signed
an acceptance. I paid W Linert £29 or £30 and he
agreed to let £100 stand at 8 per cent for two
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years. I have paid more than £20 to Papp i n &
Jones I gave an acceptance at about 11 tons of
flour and I ha ve repaid the parties to whom the
wheat belonged . I have received nearly £1 000 f r om
Cleve & Co., but I canno t say whether I rece ived
any sum from them on the 22nd or 19th April last
without my papers. I was Mr Wege 1 s 1a borer in
January 1856. Up to the 2nd April I was a l aborer
in the mill. I was never in partnership. It was
talked of but never carried out. I never a l lowed
Mr Wege to print my name to the mill note produced.
I gave my name to the acceptance to Bergema nn &
Graff because Mr Wege was in difficulties. I ne ver
was in partnership I never thought of such a t h i ng.
Mr Wege mentioned it but I never had anything to do
with it until I took the mill on my own account. I
never allowed Mr Wege to use the mill notes with
the joint names he had 3 books printed but they
were not used until I had the mill. The agreement
produced marked 'A' dated 29 April 1856 is s i gned
by me. The sum of £150 as first agreed upo n was
reduced to £100 because he had tools and o ther
things away .. Mr Wege said if I allowed hi m t o
take the tools I could deduct the value from t he
money to be paid him. I never paid Mebus any
money. If accounts were cleared up between me and
Wege I should have to receive £300 or more for
wages and for flour which he took and I had t o
make it good to the persons who brought the wheat.
J.F. Haar

SAA GRG66/5/568
24/12/1856.

Insolvency, Johann H.C. Wege.

Agreement 1 A1 •
Memorandum of Agreement made this twenty ninth day
of April, 1856 by and between Johann Fried~ic~ Haar
of Blumberg, Miller at the one part and He1nr1ch
Wege also of Blumberg, Miller at the other part.
Whereby the said Heinrich Wege agrees to sell to
the said Johann Friedrich Haar and the said Johann
Friedrich Haar agrees to purchase of the said
Heinrich Wege All his rights and interest in the
Mi 11 at Blumberg, situated on Section No.6587 for
the sum of one hundred (£100) Pounds Sterling, to
be payable in manner following, that is . to sayFifty Pounds Sterling on signing the proper transfer
of the premises above described to the said Johann
Friedrich Haar, and also Fifty Pounds Sterling in
an Acceptance Thirty Months after date of the day,
when transfer aforesaid will be executed by the
said Heinrich Wege to the said Johann Friedrich
Haar.
l·t is further agreed that the said Heinrich W~ge
shall have the Liberty of taking from the premises
a plane table, some Carpenters tools some Bedding
and two Boxes. Witness the hands of the said
parties the day and year first before written.
Witness H. Fitter

J. F. Haa r
H. Wege

SAA GRG66/5/568 Insolvency Johann H.C. Wege,
24/12/1856.
Sworn statement by the insolvement, 3/3/1857.
(Ulrich Hubbe interpreter).
1 removed to Blumberg and commenced building the
mill in November 1853 if I recollect right. I
was to have the land 5 acres at £5 per acre. It
was understood at the time that Blumel was to
assist me in raising money and after the harvest
it was arranged that I should pay for the land in
March 24, 1857, and I have therefore not paid for
the land. There was an agreement in writing. The
price of the land was raised to £35. The paper
marked 'A' is the counterpart of the agreement.
1 expended on the mill about £2 100 and afterwards
when it was in working (order) I expended more for
repairs. 1 engaged Haar first to dress stones
beginning of 1856. After he had been working for
me about a fortnight,. I took him into partnership.
It was at first agreed that Haar should bring
£ 500 into the firm. Haar went to where he had
resided at the Bremer and on his return said he
had been disappointed . and not able to get the
money. I was disappointed but Fichter and Fetter
persuaded me notwithstanding to continue the
partnership as Haar was young and strong and could
do the work. I took him in on equal shares. He
was to bear his share of the property. The wages
for the fortnight's work was waived by Haar because
he brought in no money. We continued in partnership
4 months more or less. I then being much distressed
in my private family affairs, felt myself unable to
regulate my business. I wished to put an end to
the partnership and came to town and saw Mr
Gaedechens about selling the mill. Mr Gaedechens
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declined and Haar said he might as wel 1 take it.
I sa id he had not the means , but Ha ar offered to
take the liabilities. Mr Haar was not aware that
I was coming to town to sell the mill, but I
intended to have told him and consulted him be fore
I sold it. I so ld it to Mr Haar. Our first
agreement was not in writing. Mr Haar said that
if a meet ing of creditors was called by advertisement by some agents and they agreed to take him
in stead of me and he paid me the sum agreed upon
£150 . I agreed, I was to have all my tools out.
The r e was a meeting of creditors at my house in
Blumberg, it was as far as I recoll ect the
beginning of Apr i 1. Notice of that meet ing was
given in the papers. Blume !, Fichter, Pfeiff e r
and Fetter attended I and Haar were a lso t here.
Kruze the accountant was t he r e of course . There
was an agreement which the creditors present
s i gned at that meeting and Mr Haa r undertook to
get the other creditors to s ign . I do not know
what became of it. The paper ma r ked 1 B1 was
produced at that meeting, i t is a li st of my
credito r s at that time. Haar saw that paper at
that meeting, it was made up at the meeting from
the book filed in Court page 20. Neither I nor
Haar signed any pape r at t hat meet ing. Haar
signed something between him and Blume!, but
nothing between me and him . . Haar kept that paper
s i gned by the creditors. I saw it in his
possession when he made the second agreement.
believe that was made on the 21st April at
Mr Schumacher 1 s in Ade l a ide. Fetter, myself, Haar
and Schumacher were present. The agreement then
made was in wr i ting, one copy was g i ven to me and
one to Mr Haar. My copy is the one marked 1 A1 as
filed on the proceedings of this Court on t he 7t h
February 1857. That was the only agreement then
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made. The paper produced being an agreement
dated 21st April 1856 i s the paper given to Mr
Haar at the fir st mee tin g to obtain the creditors 1
signature.
H. Wege

SAA GRG66 / 5/568 .
24/12/1856.

Insol vency, Johann H. C. Wege.

Sworn statement by Johann Friedrich Haar of
Blumberg , (Ulrich Hubbe int erpreter) on
27/2/ 1857 .
I put in the origi nal ag reeme nt with Wege and the
original agreement with the creditors. I do not
know the name of the clerk o f the mi 11, I knew him
about 3 months during half of which time he was
in my service, I think hi s name was Fe rdinand
Kruse. I produce a statement of account between
Haar and Wege whi c h my clerk copied 3 days ago
from my book. I am not liable for any debts above
£2300. I was to have the mi 11 and machinery and
a ll that was there for the £2300. I had to pay
£100 to Mr Wege a nd £2300 to the creditors to each
of whi c h I had to g i ve a note of hand. All the
creditors were present Mr Moebus was not. Mr Wege
took the mi ll book, I have no book containing the
names of hi s creditors. The terms of the agreement
were that I was to pay the creditors £2300 if they
agreed and they did. There were present Fichter,
~lumel, Fetter and Pfeiffer.
Leinert wrote a
l etter, I went to Pappin & Jones myself with the
inso l vent, Mr Schumacher was Mr Wege 1 s agent.
I do not (know) whether Mr Moebus had notice of
the meeting, but i t was advert i zed; I saw it in
the german paper. I was to pay cash to the

creditors £1300 was payable 24th of next month, the
longest time to pay was 2 years. I was to give
bills to some and some I was to pay at once which
I have done about £500.
J. F. Haa r
SAA GRG66/5/568
24/12/1856.

Insolvency Johann H.C. Wege,

side only of that statement was taken from ' the
book produced. I received the books from Wege.
I had no list of creditors at the meeting from
anyone. Having given the notes of hand the amounts
were taken down. Mr Wege's clerk made out the notes
of hand and I signed them in Mr Wege's presence,
I put down the amounts on a p iece of paper which I
think is now at home.
la~t saw that paper about
2 months ago.
J.F. Haar

Sworn statement by Johann Friedrich Haar.
3/3/1857.
Once I was at Schumacher's when Mr Rubenkonig was
there. I was called upon to produce papers but
Wege had not given me any. Mr Wege was there.
had not been invited to attend that meeting. I do
not recollect even having seen the paper marked
'C' now produced. I put no obstruction in the way
of the settlement. We could not settle in town as
we must take account of the wheat at the mi 11. If
there was more wheat in the mill than would satisfy
the customers, it would have been Mr Wege's . Some
of the customers brought wheat in Mr Wege's time
and took the flour in my time. I do not recollect
seeing the list of creditors marked 'B'. Mr
Schumacher was Wege's agent. I did not write to
him from time to time. I took possession of the
mill on 21st April 1856. In addition to the
creditors mentioned in the agreement I have paid
some money to Leinert and Jones and Bergmann. I
paid then because Wege wrote to me and I took upon
myself to pay. I did not pay Moebus because I had
agreed to pay only £2300. I know the creditors
mentioned in the statement of account between Haar
and Wege because I gave them those notes at the
meeting of creditors at Blumberg . The left hand

SAA GRG66/5/568 !~solvency Johann H.C. Wege,
24/12/1856.
Agreement 'A'.
Verbatim.

Translated from the German Duplicate

"Copy of the agreement between Blume] and Wege about
the land sold for (the purpose of erecting) the
mill and about the advance of the money"
Blumberg the 2 Jan 1856.
I the undersigned hereby do attest that I have
received of the Landholder Gotlob Blume] towards
the erection of the mill in this place, an
Advance of One Thousand Two Hundred pounds Sterling,
and I do promise to repay the same till the twenty
fifth of March 1857.
The interests are of £1000 @ 10%
11
and for
£ .200 @ 8%
payable quarterly and I do promise to pay (same)
against which on expiration of this period I (am
to) receive the Deed and unencumbered Title of the
premises containing about 5 Acres together with
the Mill, and I have got to pay for the land,
besides the above, thirty five pounds Sterling
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t i 11 then.
The premises are bounded from the Blacksmith 1 s
to the store, on the Sides, and northward from
the Road across the Torrens to the end of the
Section.
Blumberg, March 27th 55
Heinrich Wege
Witnesses
W Graf
Edu. Bergmann

SAA GRG 66/5/612 Insolvency Haar
SAGG 19/11/1857 p898
Johann Friedrich Haar on his own petition he being
at large. Blumberg, Miller, 7/11/1857.
Alexander LORIMER of Eldersley, gentleman, advanced
£ 100 on 26/2/1857 against grist. Then sent wheat
to be ground, 9730 bushels to be returned in flour,
cartage paid by Lorimer. Returns were as follows:
108t tons flour, 28 bags seconds flour, 285 bags
pollard, 566 bags bran, total 325920 lbs being
5432 bushels wheat. The difference was never
received. Normal return is 42 lbs to the bushel
and Haar talked of that at the time he borrowed
the £100 .
~hen I ascertained about 21 Aug last that he had
been making away with part of my property I said
I must have sec urity. He then handed me over the
lease of the mill & on 28 Aug he made a regular
assignment of the mil 1 valuing it himse lf at £500
which I allowed him in the account; he also
conveyed to me an allotment of land in Blumberg
1
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at £120 which he said was the price he paid fo r it .
I allowed him credit for both sums . On 29 Aug I
purchased a horse & waggon for £70 & pigs for £12.
I did not pay him but allowed the sums in the
account exchanging receipts. I produce the lease
of the mill & the assignment to be marked A. I
sent a man into the mill as soon as I returned home
Mr. John Burrells that would be early in September.
I kept him there 5 or 6 weeks. He then quitted the
mill in consequence of being threatened by the
insolvent. I had to bring the Police down 2 or 3
times to protect the property. No goods were to be
sent out of the mil l without Burrells authority but
Haar persisted in sending out flour in the night .
Afterwards I frequently went and looked round the
premises. The place was locked & on the las t visi~
I went to Blumel the proprietor & paid the last
quarter 1 s rent that was due in November. I asked
first whether Haar had paid the rent as it was agreed
that Haar should pay the rent in the event of his
taking the property back. I had given him a letter
on the same date as the assignment was made to the
effect that .if he paid me the £500 six months
interest & paid the rent meantime that he might have
it back. He had 6 months to carry out that
arrangement which period has not yet expired.
The allotment was also mentioned in the letter in the
same that if he paid me the £120 & interest he could
have it back. In consequence of that letter my hands
have been tied up & I have been unable to dispose of
the property. I paid the rent the day it was due
about t past 11 o 1 clock at night. The horse &
waggon & pigs were left in Burl 1 s charge, a Mr
Berkman being authorised to sell the pigs, who told
me that W. Haar had threatened him with violence
if he did so. Mr. Haar sold one of those 12 pigs
& sold the 11 after the declaration but of which I

was ignorant at the time, there was a small pig
besides which I did not take away because it was
worthless & did not belong to me. The pigs were
sold for £10-10 at 3 months date. I told Berkman
to feed the pigs & he had some stuff of mine in his
possession suitable for pig meat . Burl got a party
to move the waggon off the premises long before the
insolvency. It stands now in the public house yard
for sale under my authority. I took the horse
away myself shortly after the assignment. There
was no agreement that the insolvent was to have
the horse & pigs back. I sold the horse for £50 at
3 months. There was a verbal agreement that he
was to work the mill under Burls 1 instructions.
Haar was to have the 1/- per bushel for grinding.
He stated that about 200 bushels then in the mill
belonged to other parties. There should have been
wheat of mine there on the premises sufficient to
make 100 tons of flour but there was nothing like
that quantity. I saw where there had been a fire
in an outhouse near the mill where some of the
wheat had been stored.
4/1/1858.

--------------------------------------------------

Debt proved - £12.7.0 Wm Pybus , Engineer, Adelaide.
Statement by Johann Friedrich HAAR .
by Dr Ulrich Hubbe)

(As translated

I first became miller at Blumberg on 22 April 1856.
I took it from Mr Blumel & the others creditors
of Wege. The creditors signed no document I gave
a note of hand & Wege consented. I took it under
the arrangement that if I paid the creditors I
should have the mill from Blumel. I have a lease
from Mr. Blumel which I have handed to Mr. Lorimer.
Some little paper was signed between me & Wege.

swear I do not know what has become of it. I gave
nothing up to Blumel but took a lease for 3 years
with the right to purchase. Wege never had any
writing Blumel having advanced the money between me
& Wege & the creditors I gave over to the Court when
examined under Wege 1 s estate. I took books away but
no papers. I had some land which I rented from the
South Australian Company which I transferred to
Fischer & Schinker for £30 for ploughing which I had
paid for. When I made over the lease to Lorimer I
had the mill & 5~ acres of land & one acre besides,
a horse & waggon, 13 pigs, that is all the property
I had at that time. I made over all that property
to Mr Lorimer at that time, on the condition that
he. would find money for Mr Haar to buy wheat to keep
the mill going. He did not give me at that time one
penny, nor since. I having no money at that time
the object of the agreement was that I should buy
wheat for Lorimer & grind on his account he paying
for grinding & cartage. Mr Lorimer said in writing
that if I paid him the money or the flour back, he
would let me have the mill back. The lease was not
given to Mr Lorimer for what was then due, but for
what he was afterwards to ad vance £500 & then when
Mr Lorimer got the lease he said it was for the
debt already due, & he stopped the mill & took the
flour from some of the farmers 1 drays. I ga ve
Lorimer the lease at 11 o 1 clock at night & Lorimer
gave me the paper produced marked A the next morning
Lorimer said when I gave him the lease that he gave
me the paper as an acknowledgement. At that time
I was owing all the various debts inserted in my
schedule besides Mr Lorimer 1 s debt. I had
transactions with Bergman & Graf who supplied me
with groceries & other goods. The paper produced
marked B is a list of small debts owing to me.
They were transferred to Messrs Bergmann & Graff
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in part payment of their debt. They gave me nothing
then, the debt was incurred long before.
No part of my premises ever caught fire that I know
of. I did not insert Wege as a creditor because he
took away all the tools & because he did not account
for the wheat in the mill. - I have inserted him as
a debtor for £30 cash lent to him on 28 April 1856 .
I never kept a cash book. I kept one a portion of
the time but it was not continued. I have no book
in which I put down my receipts & payments afterwards.
Proved debt- Pappin & Jones £33-16-2 Iron founders,
Adelaide. Claim by Christian Schi 1 ling for Heinrich
Fitter, £425-10-6 Land agent, Gawler Place, Adelaide.
A

Receipt lease portion of Seen No.6587.
B

Blumberg, 3/9/1857.
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£8-14-10
1-19- 4
2- 2- 0
2- 8- 0

4- 7
1-16- 0

4- 6
2-17- 6
1-

8- 9

17- 0
1-18- 8
1-

3- 6

2-19- 8
3-10- 0
1-10- 0
5- 0
13- 0
1-

2-

3- 0
4- 5
4- 0
8- 0

£ 54- 9- 0

We the undersigned herewith certify that we have
taken from Mr Haar in payment for .store goods as
per account book the following bills, leaving a
balance in our favour of £ 2-8-0.
G. Hoffman
Prouse
lrgang
Schubert
Lange
Winkler
Tabe
Freeman
Klose

Weinert
Kluge
.Schmidt
A. Schultz
G. Hoffman
Stolte
Bush
G. Zadow
Carrail
Rediger
Mandel
R. Strauss
Hermann
Auckland
Weidenbach
Hippe
Wegner
Thick
Papke
Morison
Cookness

£ 1-16- 0
1- 3- 0
1- 7- 6
4- 3- 4
3-15- 0
1- 0-11
11-10
12- 8
1- 7- 0

Bergmann & Graf.

APPENDIX C Documents related to the
Blumberg Butter Factory
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BUTTER FACTORY BLUMBERG
These documents recently discovered by
Mr. B. Arnold high! ight the general business incompetency of B.A. Stein when he established the
butter factory. His letter to his uncle dated
the 5/2/ 1908 describes the difficulties he
encountered in running his business.
Mount Barker Courier 30-1-1907
••Mr. B.A. Stein, the well-known rifle shot, has
been working up a business in Blumberg for some
time in the creamery 1 ine, and things have
progressed so favourably as .to encourage a wellknown local resident to erect a new stone building
to be used as a butter factory. The building is
almost completed, and It is expected that the
factory will be in full swing within a month or
two.••
Mount Barker Courier 24/7/1908
••stein Brothers, Blumberg.
Insolvency court case, Adelaide. Benjamin Adolph
Stein and Alexander Albert Stein, butter
manufacturers of Blumberg. Started business
1/5/1906 with hand plant. Made money, then
bought boiler and engine and obtained butter
making machinery on hire agreement. Mr. Conrad
Sturm who built them a factory and promised to
stand behind them died. Competition with another
manufacturer and a poor season in 1907, stock
losses, lack of capital and bad management (no
book-keeping whatever) resulted in their failure.
SAA GRG66/5/7320 Insolvency. 1918.
Benjamin Adolph STEIN of Chicago (Prospect), Pig
Farmer or Dealer. On the petition of Robert
11
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Hogarth and Allen Crisp Edwards both of Adelaide
••• Stock Agents trading in the firm of Hogarth
and Edwards. Previously insolvent 10/6/1908 and
again 5/10/1914.
Brother Alexander Albert STEIN.
Fined in Pol ice Court for dirty piggery £ 12.1 .0.
House Coorara Ave.
Been building contractor to 1914 then well-sinking.
Vacca gum picking Kangaroo Island 1 month and
failed. Worked Pt. Adelaide wharves 1 month.
Driver for Elder Smith & Co. Timber stacker
Pt. Adelaide. Driving horses.
1916 pig farming - stock quarantined due to swine
fever.
Married, 6 children, oldest not yet 9 yrs. 11
SAA GRG66/5/6913 Insolvency, Benjamin Adolph
STEIN and Alexander Albert STEIN, 10/6/1908.
Letter to J.C. LIEBELT, 11 Hill View•• Mt. Barker
Junction.
Blumberg, February 5th 1908.
Dea-r Unc 1e,
I received your letter and this is the
first chance I could find time to answer it. You
will, I hope, excuse me for writing to you in
english but I am taking the 1 iberty of english
writing because it is easiest.
Well, you will no doubt perhaps be
disgusted with me when you will see by this
letter that I am not able to meet your third
notice; I was going to come down next Sunday and
see you personally but as it happens that we have
got visitors here now and also one of my brothers
are gone for a few days home, that makes it
impossible to come down and see you, so I have to
write to you srite (sic) now and state you my
II

present position why I am unable to pay you some
money now.
Bad luck seemed to start in that very
hot weather we had directly after Christmas and
it has been with us ever since, during that heat
we got a big lot of cream and butter on hand which
got spoilt in the heat and we lost heavily over it.
Also during that heat we lost a lot of pigs with
sunstroke and through being too fat to stand the
weather; then there is a neighbour here that
got very jealous over us and we feel sure that he
poisoned some of our pigs and a lot of our
poultry, the pigs was always our best profits and
clear money and it makes it so very hard for us
when we shall lose what we mostly rely upon.
Another misfortune is that we lost two horses .
lately, one we had to shoot because it fell and
cut its knee that badly that the leg went stiff
and could not work again. The other one took
bad a 1 ittle over a week ago and we doctored it
till last Tuesday night when it died, so we were
· compelled to buy two fresh horses and the horses
are so very dear now and the· price of chaff is also
so very high that it takes all the profits almost
to feed the horses properly.
This has also been a poor season and
there is not very much to do in the factory 1 ine
at present and we are only praying for a good
rain which would make a lot of difference, yet
we have plenty to do otherwise, with carrying
etc, which certainly would be better if our
customers would pay cash and not do so much
booking, through that we have a lot of money
standing out, I put two cases into a lawyer's
hands to collect for me a 1 ittle over a week ago
and I don't know how he will get on yet.
So dear Uncle you wil 1 see how we have

to struggel (sic) to get along and I will humbly beg
you not to press me at present and ask you to allow
me to renew the promisary (sic) note you have so
that I can pay a part in September or October and
the balance later on when convenient, trusting you
will grant me this favour ' for which I would be
more than thankful for
I beg to remain
Your nephew
Adolph Stein.
N.B. I met Elly and Arthur in town last Tuesday
also Uncle George and cousin Pauli just after
they had the unpleasant time of taking their poor
Alma down to Parkside, it is a great pity for her.
1. also forgot to mention above that we are all
wei 1 here and trust you and Auntie and Linda-are
also well and healthy. Please write and let me
know if you will be satisfied that I can renew
the promisary (sic) note for a future date, so I
now conclued (sic) with fondest love from all to
all.
as above
Adolph
As far as I can see now I wil 1 be to your place if
all is well and weather permitting next Sunday
fortnight, and if you are satisfied we will make
arrangements that day.''
J.C. Liebelt stated before the court that his
nephew did not call or write to him after this
letter was received.
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SAA GRG66/5/6913, Insolvency, Benjamin Adolph
STEIN and Alexander Albert STEIN carrying on
business as •stein Brothers• of Blumberg in the
State of South Australia, Butter Manufacturers,
on their own petition. 10 June 1908.
Particulars of Assets
10HP Cornish Boiler and mountings
8HP Tangye Engine, complete
42ft shafting with four pulleys,
couplings and plumber blocks
Worthingham Steam Pump with piping
and mounting
1
Rotary (Sime) well pump
Al 1 steam and water piping
Circular saw bench, complete
All belting required in factory
1
Large churn 4001b capacity
1
Small churn 100lb capacity
1
Butterworker 1201b capacity
1
Butter press 50lb capacity
1
Babcock Tester 16 bottle capacity
milk and cream bottles
Full set (complete) tubes pipes measure
for Tester
8
Cream cans
Sale scales
1
Fairbank scales
1
Standard scales
12 Butter boxes
3
tables
1
water tank
1 washing vat
8
barrels
Tools and factory utensils
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100. 0. 0
75. 0. 0
20. 0. 0
15.
4.
20.
10.
10.
25.

0. 0
0. 0

0. 0
0. 0
0. 0
0. 0

15. 0. 0

30. 0. 0

6. 0. 0
1o.

o.

0

10. o. 0
7. 0. 0
1. 0. 0

4. 0. 0
1 • 1 0.
3. 0.
2. 0.
1. 0.
2. 0 .
4. 0.

10.

o.

0
0
0
0
0
0

0

c/fwd
1
Bay mare Lady
1
Bay gelding Prince
1
Heavy van (covered) by Lawton
Breeding sow
1
1
Stud boar
Lot of harness swingletrees etc.
300 Cornsacs @ 6 d
40 Fruit cases
1
Seed d r i 11

10. 0. 0
.18. o. 0
40. o. 0
3. o. 0
3. o. 0
10. o. 0
7. 10. 0
1. o. 0
12. o. 0
490.

o.

0

APPENDIX 0- A History of Mining in the BirdwoodMt Pleasant Area
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18 - BIRDWOOD GoLDFIELD - MouNT ToRRENS TO CROMER

Introduction
The Birdwood (or Blumberg) - Mt Pleasant Goldfield
extends across most of the Hundred of Talunga
bordered on the south by Mt Torrens, the north by
Cromer, the east by Mt Pleasant and the west by
Chain of Ponds and Cudlee Creek. The go ldfield
has produced about 30,000 oz of gold from over
170 individual reef mines and many hundreds of
small alluvial claims.
Apart from gold, other minerals have been mined
in the area, many of which were discovered
accidentally by prospectors searching for gold.
Several quarries have produced good quality stone
for houses in the area. High quality clay has
been mined from large scale deposits close to
Birdwood by all the major Adelaide br~ck ~nd
ceramic firms. One of the earliest companies
to operate, the Kitticoola Copper Mine on
Reedy Creek, near Palmer, erected a crude smelter
at Blumberg and a considerable quantity of ore
was treated here during the few years it was
worked.
Discovery
Prospecting commenced in The Hundred of Talunga
as a direct result of the Barossa Goldfield
being discovered on 1 October 1868, a discovery
which was quickly followed by the State 1 s
biggest rush attracting over 4,000 people within
a month of its discovery. Although the limits
of the rich alluvial areas were quickly defined
in most directions, prospectors continued to
discover gold in almost every valley to the
south east until they had crossed the South Para

River. In 1869 they moved towards Blumbe rg and
at the end of the winter of 1869 a prospecting
party comprising of William Kendell, George Pimm,
Jonas Scholes and William Bartholomew discovered
gold near Mt Pleasant. A r ush took place and
within a year the diggings had produced over
2,000 oz of gold.
Soon after the Mt Pleasant discovery a German
farmer, Mr Rosack, turned up specimens of gold
in quartz while ploughing his land on a gentle
hillslope above the River To rrens, about midway
between Blumberg and Mt Pleasant. Great excitement
prevailed and a search of the area resulted in
fu.rther discoveries being made. In February 1870
the German Reef Quartz Mining Co. was established
to work the deposit with Arthur Boyle, a former
Ballarat gold mine manager, in charge. Mining
machinery and a battery were installed and the
mine was worked up to the end of 1871, being
reopened in 1881-82, ·1887, 1897, 1921
and 1935 and recording a total production
of 409 oz of gold.
In January, 1870 a small alluvial rush took place
at Bonney 1 s Flat and thi s quickly led to the
discovery of reefs in the adjoining hills, the most
important mines on these reefs being Hannaford 1 s,
and the Erica.
Early in the same year more alluvial gold was
discovered by the prospectors Lynch and Teacy
behind and immediately adjoining . the Cemetery
on the Crown Lands Section 6397. A small rush
began and a 1ot of go 1d was found. In 1873
a reef was discovered on a small hill above the
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diggins and the Blumberg Gold Mining Co. was
formed to work both the reef and the alluvial.
Meanwhile in 1872 Mr Duscovitch discovered a deep
lead alluvial gold bed on the northern side of the
section and another small rush took place.
Mr P Hynes with the Cahi 11 Brothers, working as
prospectors for him,discovered rich alluvial gold
on section 6396 in 1871 and in little over a year
more than 2000 oz gold had been recovered by the
miners who paid rent to Mr Hynes to work on his
land. A tremendous rebirth of activity occurred
on this section in 1889 when rich alluvial was
found on adjoining sections to the east, Mr. Hynes
sunk wells and erected 7 puddling machines to
assist the mining operations and a large quantity
of gold was found at shallow depths.
A number of small rushes took place in the
Blumberg area in the period of 1870-73 and in
some cases a fair quantity of gold was recovered
over smal 1 areas. A number of reefs were also
worked but none passed the initial stages of
development before the world depression of the
mineral industry,which occurred during the 1870s,
resulting in their closure. As ~hings began to
improve during the 1880s a number of mines
reopened and at the time of the economic depression
of the 1890s the goldfield reached its peak with
an enormous amount of activity taking place. Most
of the total gold production occurred during this
period, but after 1899 depressed markets and
other factors again led to the cessation of most
mining work. Productive mining did not begin
again until the Depression years of the 1930s but
by 1940, interest in gold mining had receded and
there was a decisive swing to construction
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minerals with clay and talc becoming the major
sources of production. Only after 1978 did
gold mjning once again start to become
important.
Mt Pleasant Area
During the alluvial rush of 1869-70 a reef was
discovered in this area and as soon as it began
to show promise the claimholders formed the Mt
Pleasant Gold Mining Co. which worked it until
1872. Renamed the Golden Slope it was further
developed from 1894 to 1901 producing 150 oz from
10 shafts, the deepest being 168 ft. The adjoining
Golden Slope West was worked from 1894 to 1902
by a succession of different companies who erected
a crusher, roaster and other machinery and sank
an Engine Shaft to 170ft. A series of small
reef mines were worked nearby in 1894-95 and these
later became incorporated with it. The famous
prospector W.P. Toy discovered a reef on adjoining
land in 1893 and formed a company to work it.
Large quantities of gold were extracted at shallow
depths with primitive machinery. A second company
worked the reef in 1895 but finances failed and in
1897 the Golden Slope North Syndicate took over for
3 months with Mr Toy reworking it again in 1900.
Total production was nearly 700 oz.
Following the discovery of rich alluvial gold on
Miss Dewell 1 s property close to Mt Pleasant in
-1893 four sections were opened as a goldfield.
48 men took up claims but results proved generally
poor and the value of the property lay in the reefs
of which the Golden Slope North was the princi pal
mine.

East of Birdwood
Rich alluvial was found 1~ miles South East of
Blumberg in 1873 and on one 5 acre section 70 oz
of gold was produced. It was later known as the
Blumberg Blocks, and there were several reefing
ventures on the property in 1882. In 1895-98 it
was known as Lloyd's Reef, and the McCormack's
Reef mines carried out a lot of work for small
returns.
A lot of work was also done on the nearby sections
at the Blumberg United, the Berling Reef, and the
Durdan mines which were worked in the 1880s, 1890s,
and 1930s . Many deep shafts and extensive
underground workings were put in but showed little
return (e.g. the Durdan produced 150 oz gold from
314 tons of ore).
East of the above mines and running in a northsouth line which terminated at McVittie's Hill
there are a row of important mines many of which
were operated on a large scale. The discovery of
alluvial gold on section 6340 in 1870 led to
prospectors finding a reef on which Mcleans
Triumph Mine was opened . This was later known
as the Homburg, and as the Blumberg Triumph when
it was reworked by local Blumberg syndicates. The
mine operated in 1872, 1882-83 and 1896 but
difficulties were experienced in control! ing the
inflow of water at a depth of 109 ft. The
adjoining Flagstaff or McVitties Hill mine
experienced similar problems preventing the
full exploitation of these payable reefs.
Also on ~clean's property was the Crown or
Garden Gully Mine which produced over 130 oz in

the period 1871, 1894-97, 1899-1901. Rich patches
were struck at the nearby Elsie Brown , Vienna,
Junction United, Iron Durk and Ladybird mines.
The Morning Star claim was the last to be worked
in this area in 1949-50 and produced 13 oz gold
from 24t tons of ore.
During the winter of 1881 a farmer, Mr Peah of
Stony Creek discovered alluvial gold in one of
his paddocks and worked the area himself saving
about 140 oz in a few ·months. He then negotiated
with Mr C W Hamilton and Mr F W Russack to work
the area on his b~half so they pegged it,
discovered a reef, and formed the Penrhyn Gold
Reefing Co., which installed machinery and
worked bot~ the alluvial and the reef. This
operation proved unpayable and the company ceased
work in 1883 but the mine was reworked by various
companies between 1895 and 1902. Over 12 shafts
were sunk, the deepest to 106 ft, but gold yields
proved low. However, between 1895 and 1903 the
adjoining Blumberg Prop. Mine raised 481 tons of
ore which yielded 213 oz of gold from 7 shafts,
the deepest of which was only 100 ft.
Mt Torrens Area
Several alluvial discoveries were made between
Blumberg and Mt Torrens in 1870, and in each
case a short period of activity was followed by
the discovery of a reef which was then worked by
a small company. For example when alluvial gold
was found in Sim's Paddock over 8 oz was recovered
in a few days. Soon after Reddaway's Endeavour
Reef was opened on the hill above the diggings and
variously worked in 1871-72, 1889, 1894, 1895-96 .
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In 1924 shafts were sunk to 70ft and 273 tons of
ore were raised and treated for a yield of 81 oz
gold . Conlin's Reef, also called the Confidence
Mine was worked a mile north of the Endeavour in
1870, 1894 and 1934. In 1894, it produced 42! oz
gold from 50 tons ore. Gowland's land was
opened for alluvial mining in 1870 and 800 oz gold
was produced in the first 3 months after which a
syndicate sunk shafts on a nearby reef, producing
30 oz gold from 101 tons ore. On Mt Torrens the
Dart Mine prospected a reef containing low gold
values in 1895 and again in 1898-99, while to the
east of the Mt Torrens to Blumberg Road, Burtons
Gold Mine produced over 120 oz gold from workings
which extended to a depth of 70 ft. in the years
1885-95 and 1930-36. Several other small mines
in the Mt Torrens area also produced negligible
quantities of gold in the brief periods they were
operated.
The most important mine of the area was the
Criterion Reef, better known as the Mt Torrens
Mine.
A rich alluvial discovery in the creek during the
winter of 1870 led to the location of a reef which
was immediately taken up by a company who erected
mining machinery and during the first 3 months
over 100 oz gold were produced. However, the
world mining slump brought operations to a halt
at the end of 1872 and the whole plant was sold
by auction. This mine was reopened in 1888 and
new machinery was installed on the Engine Shaft.
In 1890 a subsidy of £1000 was granted to the
company by the Mines Department and with this
a 10 head battery and cyanide works were erected
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on a 3 year lease . This was intended to st imulate
gold mining in South Australia by allowing mi ne
owners to have their ore treated at a mini mal cost
and without profit to the government. In o rder t o
keep the plant in full operation the Gover nmen t
continued to work the mine until 1917 by whic h
time the deepest shaft had reached 213 ft. The
1258 tons of ore raised and treated between 1894
and 1917 yielded 654 oz gold. The opening of the
battery and plant for gold treatment proved such
a success that in 1897 the Government purchased
the site and have remained the owners of it
until the present day. They went on to open
other such plants at Glenloth, Tarcoola,
Mongolata and Peterborough of which the lat t er
is still operating.
Before the Government opened the Mt Torrens battery
reef mining in the Mt Lofty Ranges had been
hampered by a lack of proper gold crushing and
treatment plants. All of the companies of the
initial mining period of 1869-73 were under
capitalized and lacked proper machinery, and
were therefore forced to either close down or pay
inordinately high costs for the ore to be treated
elsewhere. The primitive batteries and amalgam
plants of the 1870s-80s were only capable of
saving the larger pieces of gold, and often mo r e
than half of it was washed out in the t•tl ings.
However, new technology at the start of the 1880s
saw the manufacture of more efficient batter i es
and the newly invented cyanide process enabled
nearly all the fine gold previously lost in the
tailings to be recovered. Few companies in the
area could afford such plants and so the
development of local reefs continued to be held
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The original battery house which was first
used for this purpose in 1893

The original battery in the new battery house
which was built in about 1935

The olq manager 1 s office and quarters

The site after extensive alterations
were made to the layout in 1935
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back due to the high costs for cartage and
treatment at the plants of the larger companies
at Woodside or at the small, ineffective battery
of Mr Russack at North Blumberg. A big change
occurred when the Mount Torrens Plant was opened
to the public in 1894 and when reef mining
blossomed and flourished as never before or
since. The peak periods were 1894-1900 and
1930-39, but other mining ventures near Kersbrook
(the Deloraine Mines) helped to keep the plant
fully operational between these periods. The
Mt Torrens plant kept the Blumberg - Mt Pleasant
Goldfield operational and when it closed in
November 1955 (during an all time low in gold
production in South Australia) it brought to an
end the history of the goldfield. The Peterborough
Battery remained open but the cost of carting ore
to it for processing from the Birdwood area was too
great and the remaining mines were forced to clese
down .
Between its opening in April 1894 and its closure
in November 1955 the Mt Torrens Government
Battery and Cyanide Works treated 24,059 tons
12 cwt 3 gr of ore for a yield of 15,689 oz
12 dwt 13 gr of gold. The richest crushings on
the Battery were in 1899 when the old Kitticoola
Mine slag heaps from the Blumberg Smelter were
treated. The first 6 tons yielded 338 oz of
gold, and a second parcel of 30 tons yielded
143 lb of gold.
Since the closure of the plant the property has
been maintained by the Mines Department with a
local farmer acting as caretaker.

River Torrens Area
From 1870 to the 1940s gold was mined from the
River Torrens throughout the Hundred of Talunga
and it was (and still is) the richest alluvial
area on the field. There is no record of how
much gold has been recovered but it is believed
to be considerable. However, mining and dredging
of the river is now prohib it ed as it is classed
as being within the catchment area of various
reservoirs.
The German Reef mine opened in 1870 and in the
1890s a series of ·other reef mines opened above
the Torrens between Blumberg and Mt Pleasant.
Most of these were on Wagener 1 s property and he
was involved in many of the ventures. On his
land, the Young Australian was rich at the
surface but became poor in depth while the Blumberg
Boulder, Wagener 1 s, Blumberg Central and Naza Baza
were worked on low value reefs to water level.
During this period and again in the 1930s many
reef and alluvial mines operated on both sides of
the river near the intersection between the
Palmer-Mannum and the Mt Pleasant Roads.
At the Central Brown Snake in 1895 and 1896 miners
battled a heavy inflow of water to get shafts down
to 80 ft on rich gold reefs. A simi Jar problem
existed nearby at the Blackler 1 s Reward mine
but the miners managed to sink 5 shafts, the
deepest to 100 ft. In the 1930s the Golden Reward
was opened above these old mines and produced
57! oz gold from 97! tons of ore.
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The Cudlee Creek area had a number of small
al !uvial patches which led to reef discoveries
between 1925 and 1931 and small parcels of ore
were raised and dispatched to Mt Torrens Battery.
The most successful was the Prairie Gold Mine which
yielded 3 3/4 oz of gold from 4 3/4 tons of ore.
Cromer Area
Hannaford 1 s Reef was opened in 1870 when
prospectors raised a large block of quartz out of
the ground on a hillside above Bonney 1 s Flat and
recovered 5 lb of gold from it. Many shafts were
sunk in the periods 1870-71, 1896-97 but the ore
varied considerably in values· and water ultimately
limited mining to shallow depths.
The nearby Poverty Reef, later renamed the
Prosperity, North Blumberg, a~d Russack 1 s Mine
was worked in 1870-71, 1894-97 and the 1930s.
The Penny-Richardson Gold Mining Syndicate
erected a small 3 head battery and steam engine
on the property in 1896 for treating the ore from
this and other mines in the area, but water
·
flooded the workings and forced work to stop.
In July 1870 Mr Nation discovered a reef outcrop
not far from Hannaford 1 s and he opened the Erica
Mine. A number of shafts were sunk but although
the reef was very rich close to the surface it
soon petered out. The last time the mine was
worked was between 1935 and 1938. On either
side of it a row of mines were worked between
1894 and 1897 and these included the Cobra, Break
of Day and Haddy 1 s Reward- all of which were on
small but payable reefs.
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To the north of these on Section 8 considerable
activity occurred during each of the principal
periods of activity of the field. The Wild Pigeon
or Kathleen Mine was first worked for copper
and later for gold but neither minerals existed
in payable quantities. Messrs Allen and Driver
sank a number of shafts nearby between 1930-34
producing 45 oz of gold from 44 tons of ore.
In August 1871 James Scott made a rich discovery
on Section 117 and for 6 months alluvial mining
was carried out with many nuggets being found,
the largest weighing 18 oz, 30 oz, and 48 oz
respectively. Scotts Gold Mining Co. was formed
and a .~arge plant ~as erected to work both reef
and alluvial. Deep shafts were sunk and
thousands of ounces of gold were produced before
work ceased in 1876. It was reopened in 1894
with yields of up to 80 oz per week and in 1896
a company was floated on the English market to
exploit the find. Large scale operations were
commenced with 30 employees and a main shaft
measuring 13 . ft by 4! ft was sunk to 162 ft.
Mining machinery including a 10 head battery was
installed and when the mine closed in 1900 it had
produced over 6000 oz gold.
The Black Snake Mine was opened in the 1880s and
was worked by a succession of companies, all of
which failed due to an ignorance of mining and
lack of finance. The Great Talunga Gold Mining
Co. formed in England in 1895 and the mine was
worked on a large scale with 40 employees and a
full 10 head battery and cyanide plant and
numerous bui !dings. An enormous amount of

excavation was done and a large shaft was sunk to
210ft. Production was well past 1000 oz by the
time the company closed in 1897 due to lack of
finance.
Many other small reef mines and alluvial fields
were worked in the Cromer area in the 1896-97
period and numerous shafts were sunk with some
good gold yields being recorded. For example
the Haeusler Mine was worked intermittently
between 1894 and 1899 to shallow depths and some
rich alluvial was also found on the claim but no
production figures survive.
Blumberg Cemetery Area
The heart of the Blumberg fields lies on and
around Section 6397 where mining has been
carried out almost continuously since the
first alluvial rushes of 1870. Between the peak
mining periods alluvial mining continued on a
small scale on sections 6396 and 6397 and on
.the South Australian Co. sections adjoin(ng to
the east. In 1894 the reef mine which had been
worked behind the Cemetery in the early 1870s
reopened as the Pflaumberg changing its name to
the Dan 0 1 Connell when Irish miners took it
up in 1896. Work continued up until the early
1900s with a production of nearly 200 oz being
recorded.
Towards the end of 1895 a great deal of
prospecting was being carried out along the
eastern end of sections 6396 and 6397 culminating
in a series of reef discoveries all made within
days or weeks of each other.

The Cahill Brothers discovered a rich reef on
Mr Hynes• land (6396) in November of that year
and developed the mine with their own resources
until it had proved itself. Mr Hynes then formed
a company and took over the mine and a considerable
amount of work was done with very payable returns.
An English company took over Hynes Reef in 1897,
installed machinery, sank a main shaft to 120ft
and drove a long adit into the hill. Financial
difficulties closed the mine in the following
year but some work continued on tribute until
1912 when the Young Bullfinch Company installed
a pump and winding plant. The results proved
poor and work stopped until additional mining
w&s carried out in 1915-16 and 1932-1937. The
mine•s total production exceeded 1000 oz.
After Henry Hissey discovered a rich reef on 6397
at the end of 1895 the Lucky Hit Mine was opened
and this continued to be worked until 1902
recording a productidn of over 800 oz. It was
extensively reworked between 1930 and 1940 with
many new shafts being sunk and a reasonable amount
of gold being produced. The deepest shaft was
200 ft.
Gottlieb Schutz also discovered gold at the end of
1895. This reef was located on the road between
sections 6396 and 6397. The road was temporarily
closed (and has remained so ever since) to enable
the Little Crumb Mine to be worked. Working on a
small scale up to 1901 it produced about 200 oz
gold from 10 shafts, the deepest . being 80 ft.
On the top of the hill in the centre of section
6397 some Barossa miners opened out a rich reef in
1896 and Edward Lucas and a Gawler company pegged
out a large lease over the area and named the
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mine the Argosy. 10 shafts were sunk, the
deepest workings going down 150 ft. The Argosy
was a rich mine and a constant and steady
producer working up to 1899.
Many other reef mines were worked on section
6397 between 1896 and 1899 of which the Lilian,
Saint George and Star of Adelaide are noteworthy.
After 1900 small operations were carried on by
local prospectors reworking on the old mine
leases and from time to time some rich parcels
of ore were raised. In 1914 the Cahill Brothers
took up an abandoned claim between the old Dan
0 1 Connell and StGeorge and discovered a rich
reef. They named the mine The Hidden Secret
and they worked it for 6 years with a yield of
430 oz gold from 77~ tons of ore.
Sections 1 and 6397 have always been closely
1 inked with the leases of some mines overlapping
the 2 sections and the same reefs continuing
through both. The Lucky Hit North, and Golden
Crown worked in the 1890s are amongst many
mines on the former section.
During the 1930s all the old mines on Sections
1, 6396 and 6397 were reworked and a large
amount of work was carried out. New mines
such as the Birthday Gift and Phyllis May came
into existence. William Hardwicke, the 76 year
old Birdwood postmaste~ took up a claim in
1930 between tha Argosy and Lucky Hit and
named it the Miss Constance. Working mainly
with his grandson he sunk about 10 shafts, the
deepest to 115ft and made some rich discoveries.
A crushing of 8 tons 17 cwt ore from his mine
yielded 16 oz 14 dwt 16 gr gold.
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The Argosy Mine was reworked between 1934 and 1938
with poor results. Meanwhile, an unemployed
Estonian fitter and turner arrived at the field
and began · work in the alluvial of Duskovitche 1 s
Gully late~ taking up a claim on Hynes Reef.
He learnt about m1n1ng by personal experience
and from those on the field, and in 1938 he pegged
out the Argosy Mine. The man was Alexander Traav, and
he kept the Blumberg Goldfield operating after
all other gold mines had closed and this mine
alone was responsible for keeping the Mt Torrens
Battery operational after the 1940s. Working the
Argosy single handed for over 22 years he drove
thousands of feet of underground tunnels, sunk
shafts through quartzite and raised well over a
thousand tons of mullock via the old Main Shaft
which he completely restored. He dispatched 294
tons of ore to the Battery for a yield of over
178 oz gold while an unrecorded amount, much of
it of specimen quality, was handpicked from the
ore at the mine. The closure of the Battery in
1955 stopped gold production at the mine, but the
old man struggled on extracting the 1 ittle he
could by hand and bagging the clay from his workings and selling it to the brick companie~. He
gave up mining in the early 1960s and entered an
aged persons nursing home at Lobethal where he
died a few years later. His bociy was brought
back to the Birdwood Cemetery for burial by his
only close friend, Mr Ern Graham, the former
manager of the Mt Torrens Battery. The closing of
_the Argosy Mine terminated a great era in the
history of g0ld mining in the Birdwood area and
from that time until 1978 no gold mines were operated
on the entire f~eld.

Opening to the shaft of the Miss Constance Mine (C. 1933)

Horizontal opening to a mine (Adit.)
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North of the sections under review and adjoining
them is section 2 on which many gold mines such
as the Hindmarsh, Victory and Eleanor flourished
in the 1890s and were again reworked in the 1930s.
Unfortunately these were al 1 small mines which
through continual mismanagement and difficulties
~1ith ore treatment · failed to produce much gold
despite rich reefs on the lease. In the centre
of them was the St Patrick Mine which was discovered
in 1894, and a large amount of work was done
here during the next few years. A lot of
machinery was installed and many shafts were
sunk, the main under] ie shaft going down 220 ft.
Large iron and ochre deposits above the reefs
were worked by big underground stopes. In the
1900s it was producing 7 colours of ochre and
sienna for the paint industry but the high cost
of transport and difficulties in establishing
a market continually closed one company after
the other . Iron was also sold for flux. Work
continued for flux and ochre up to 1907 and
again in 1919-20, 1936, 1940 and 1948 and a
quantity of clay was also produced in its
closing years. There is 1 ittle remaining on
the property of all the machinery, roasting
furnaces, engine houses, tram roads and houses,
which were erected over the years.

to the Balhannah railway station.
But this
work ceased 6 months later due to the hign cost
of cartage and after an unsuccessful petitioning
of Parliament to complete the long proposed exten sion of the railway 1 ine to Mt Pleasant .
A deposit of rutile was discovered near Cromer in
1897 and was worked intermittently up to 1905
producing 7804 lb of the mineral. Low grade tin
deposits were worked by 2 syndicates on either
side of the main road between Gumeracha and Blumberg in 1888, and a small amount of copper was
found at the Kathleen Gold Mine near Cromer.
A sandstone quarry, 2 miles south east of Blumberg
was o·perated by Mr J Francis from about 1910 to
the 1960s and produced hi9h quality st~ne for
many houses at Birdwood.
Williams Quarry is the
name given to a series of quarries on the north
eastern side of Birdwood bv the side of the RiVF~· r
Torrens which supplied a small amountof stone for
the early houses in the district. These have continued to be used as a source of quartzite for local
road works . .
The Mt Barite Mine on the southern side of
section 6396 was worked from 4 shafts and an
open cut from 1918 to 1920, and again i~ 1942
and 1947 producing 1180 tons of barite.

Minerals Other Than Gold
An iron deposit was discovered on the
eastern edge of Blumberg in 1869, but
various attempts to work it were made
success. In May 1898 it .was taken up
Sturm and McFarl ine and mine workings
driven into the hill. · Iron ore g1v1ng
of a very high quality was raised and
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north
but without
by Messrs.
were
flux
carted

Felspar was first mined in 1932-33 at a site 2t
miles south west of Blumberg by the Torrens
Mining Co., and then 2t miles north east of
Birdwood from 1933 to 1966. 39,248 tons were
removed from the latter location by open cut mining . This deposit still continues to be worked.

Talc m1n1ng commenced in 1905 between Gumeracha
and Kenton Valley, 2! miles south west of Birdwood.
Since that time it has been carried on continuously
by many companies operating along a rich deposit
several miles long. Initially the mining was
carried out by underground workings, but since the
1960s open cut mining has been the mode of
operation. This has been on a large scale with
enormous production figures recorded. For
comparison the fo l lowing are some production
figures from the district's talc mines:
i) Gordon and Brown's Mine (the closest to
Birdwood) was worked in 1945 and 1946 for
only a sma l l tonnage;
ii) Symonds and Dicker's Mine 1939-41 for 152
tons;
iii) Forreston Talc Mine 1937-1975 for 2809
tons;
iv) Birdwood Talc Mine 1945-1975 for 6270 tons.
Clay Mining
The mining of clay commenced to the north of
Birdwood in 1898 and over the years various
c l aims were worked by individual miners or sma l l
companies. Since the 1920s there has been an
increase in this industry and in 1929 Mineral
Earths Ltd. began mining clay on Wagener's
property. In 1945 Bradford took up the abandoned
mine and they were followed by Jarvis Industries
who worked it until 1951. During the 1930s many
of the gold claims produced clay as well as gold,
and the Phyllis May and Golden Blossom turned to
clay production on Section 6397 after finding

that their reefs were uneconomic.
Between 1936 and 1941 the S. A. Portland Cement Co.
produced clay from near the Argosy Mine while
nearby John Dunstan and Co,, D.H. Jarvis Ltd., The
Littlehampton Brick Co. and a number of individual
miners were also operating. Up to the 1960s all
clay mining was carried out either by underground
min i ng methods or wi th sma ll open cuts but after
this t ime open cut mi n i ng took over as new earth
mov i ng equipment became available. During the
1970s it became a major industry with leases held
by the fo ll owing: Kaiser Refractories, section
6397; Hal lett Brick Industries, section 6396;
P.~.H., section 4; Fargo Earthmovers, section 1.
Large open pits are now operating on all of these
leases and due to the depletion of pits held
elsewhere by these companies the Birdwood
operations have become enormous . The largest pit
of all, Kaiser's, is over 100ft deep and has
wiped out without trace many of the old mines
such as the Dan O'Connell, Phyllis May and Hidden
Secret. Adjoining it to the South, Halletts
began putting a huge open cut through Pipeclay
Hi 11 in 1982 tak i ng the o 1d Pi pee 1ay Go 1d Mine
with it. PGH meanwhile had gone through the
Blechers and Prince of Wales Mine while in 1982
a new open cut on Fargo's lease went through the
workings of the Golden Crown Mine.
Gold Mining in the 1980s
In 1978 a prospector found some gold in an old
shaft of the Lucky Hit and on going to the Mines
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Department was referred to the department's
historian who at once took an interest in the
discovery spending much of his free time on the
field during the coming years. Through this
encouragement the prospector went on to peg
the Lucky Hit, Star of Adelaide, Little Crumb,
Miss Constance, Birthday Gift and Argosy.
Restoration and development of the old workings
at once commenced and small crushings of
Argosy and Lucky Hit ore at the Peterborough
Battery gave good results but cartage proved
costly. An old 3 head stamp battery which for
nearly 100 years had seen service on many
South Austral ian goldfields was purchased at
the Nill inghoo Goldfield near Olary and erected
near the Birdwood leases and crushing on it
soon commenced. The original leaseholder
sold out and his leases changed hands several
times until Toltec Mining Co. purchased them
in 1982 and commenced installing machinery
and developing the prospect. Meanwhile due
to the impetus of the battery and economic
conditions conducive to gold mining many
other gold claims were taken up on section
6397 and on the adjoining sections . Old
workings were cleaned out and restored, new
shafts and adits were put in and old reefs
and newly discovered reefs were all found to
carry good gold values. Pressure was put on the
Government to r~open the Mt Torrens Plant to
further the impetus in ~ revival of gold mining
in the area but up to date no action along these
1 ines has been taken. However in 1983 all the
indications point to a new dawn in the history
of the Blumberg Goldfield with many historic
mines and brand new mines commencing production.
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In December 1853 Johann Cottlob BlUme! sold 31 acres of lend
Town
BIRO~OOO
in the north western co rner of Section 6586 to Johann Gottliet Pos tcode
52 34
Kalms, Johann Gottlieb Hoffman and Samuel Mueller "upon trust Section
6586
to permit an Evangelical Lutheran Church, schoolhouse and
Hundred
TALUNDA
residence to be erected there-on". The Holy Cross Evangel leal County
AOELAIOE
Lutheran Church was bui It on th is site in 1860 and It now
L.G.A.
GUHERACHA
forms part of an attractive group of stone buildings which ar S.H.P. Reqlon 3
laid ou t In a square around a large oak tree. Each of these
A.H.G. Re!.6628-IJ
building s represen ts a different style. The original portion
UGI2 1450
of the manse is the only one to reflect the German origins of ~----------~
early congregation, although this small cottage has sine~ beer SUBJECT
enlarged bya villa end and rear additions. The church itself
2.5
is in an tcc lesiastical Gothic style, while the school
but lding opposite is of a simple classical design. The fourth
building of this group is the teacher's residence which is a
typica l late nineteenth cen t ury colonial house built of stoner---------------------~
with brick detailing. The school was closed down in 1917
PERIOD
along with all other Lutheran day schools in South Australia
State
1852-1883
and has not been re-opened.

The location of the Lutheran Church and Cemetery is therefore
sign! ficant for its association wl th the early German
1--------------j
community of Blumberg. which was one of the 'third' wave of
PERIOD
1836-1851
German settlements in South Australia in thr period 1845State
early 1860s.
Study Area
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Town
BIR0\1000
Postcode 5234
Section 6598
German settlers.
'
Hundred TALUIIGA
AOELAl DE
The building was the first of three Lutheran churches bui It in County
L.G .A.
r.UHERACHA
Blumberg, and was used by the German community from 1850 to
1854. (It may also have functi oned as a school). In this year S .II.P. Region 3
A.M.G. Rc!.6628- I I
the locat ion of the church was removed to its present site
UG1 17456
on the llilllamstown road. Close to the site of the 1850
Lutheran Church was the first cemetery in the Blumberg area
SUBJC:CT
which >~as used from 1848 t o 1854, the first burial taking
place only some six months after the first settlers arrived
2.2
in January, 1848.
2.5

G. Rathjen,
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Australian Company (Section 6598) and leased to the early
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The other Important element of the church yard is the bel 1
tower, and this Is a sturdy timber sturcture supporting a
(Continued on attached sheet)

TYPE OF ITEM
LAND Natural feature D
Historical site
Hbtorlcal Gdn.
BUILDih'C
D
STRUCTURE
D
PHYSICAL CONDITION
CHU.RCH: HOUifD DNL Y
CEHETE RY: SITE HARKED AND
~~~~D BUT NO OTHER RE-

REFE!U:NCES

L.T.O. Research
Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church History
(pamphlet)

~

Study Area
1848-1871
TYPE OF ITEH
!.AND Natural feature
Historical site
Historical Gdn.

G. Young et. al., Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984), BUILOI~'C
p. 217 STRUCTURE
PHYSICAL CONDITION
Verbal
Archival photographs
PHOTOGRAPH

STATUS
Rcq. of State Her. Items
Req.O Interim t.O
Nominated 0

GOOO
Film No.

Direction of view

See pages 220-223

National Estate

Neqative No.

STATUS
Rcq. of State Her. Items
Reg.O Interim t.D
Nom inated D
National Estate

Req. 0 Proposed L. D
National Trust
CL 0 RL D FileD
Other

Req. 0 Proposed L. 0
Nat ional Trust
CL D RL 0 File8
Other

....
ao
........

"'..,.....
N

RECOMMENDATION
(A) StateD IBI Local~
PREPARED BY
SnUTII AUSTRALIAN CENTRE
FOR SETTLEMENT STUDIES
D.lt•':
1983.

0
.....

~
....

RECOMMENDATION
(A) State®(B) Local O
PREPARED BY
SOUTH AUSTRALIAII CENTRE
FnR SETTLEMENT STUDIES
D.ltC :
1983.

South
Australian
Her! tage
Act
1978-80

HERITAGE
ITEM

PROJECT

SURVEY

IDENTIFICATION

SHEET
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Lutheran Church (Cont)

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE

LOCATION
CHURCH STREET
Address

bell which is embossed wl th the following - "V ICKERS SONS & CO. LIMITED
SHEFFIELD 1874 PATENT CAST STEEL 6226". The bell tower would therefore
have been built at lea st 15 years after the church and while ~conomic
reasons wou l d have partly dictated Its des ign , It Is also a modern reflection
of an ancient Eastern European tradition which developed from the early timber
churches with their separate bell towers.

The Lutherdn cemetery on Church Street is part of the second
Lutheran church complex In the Blrdwood distri ct (See also
Item Ref. No.2). This site was purchased l"n 1853 and the
la s t burial In the first cemetery took place in 1854 (See lten
Ref. tlo . 1). In addition to the burial sites of many of the
early settlers there are a l so two sites marked by simple
timber memorials. During the early years of settlement this
was a relatively common type of gravemarker because of the
avallabl llty of timber as compa red to the avai lab l l lty, and
cost, of suitable stone. However, only a few have survived
In South Australia, and on most the Inscriptions have become
Illegible. Of the two timber memorials remaining at Birdwood
the Inscription on one has been almost totally erased whl le
the other Is still partially Intact. The latter appea rs to
read:

8 I R0\/000
Town
Postcode 52 34
Section
6586
Hundred TALUNGA
ADELA I DE
County
GUHERACHA
L.G. A.
S.H.P . Region 3
A. H.G. Ref. 6628-TI
UGI234SO

Historically, the church complex Is Important for Its continuous association
with the Blumberg (Birdwood) community since 1854, and for being linked with
the early sett l ement of the area by German emigrants In t he late 1840 's and
1850's .
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Ruins of Travellers Inn
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HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE
The "Travelle rs Inn" was Blumberg's fir st hotel, being built
in 1853 and licensed to Erich Scupin during the year ending
March, 185~. Early this same year the hotel became the meetin£
place for the District Counci I of Tal unga which had been
proclaimed on Jist August, 1853. The hotel continued to be
used as the Council's meeting hall until its closure in 187~.
The hotel is significant for the following three .reasons:
(I) For its association with the early movement of Cuman
settlers between the communities of Hahndorf, CrUnthal
and Lobethal and those in the Barossa Valley, this
movement occurring along the Wi I I iamstown Road.
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See pages 207 - 208
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Peerless Roller Mi II

the flou r mi II, Wi II iam Bea vis 's son, Samuel, managing the

UC11~~~6

SUBJECT

From 1868 to the early 1870's the flour .mill was disused
but was then leased by the Pflaum brothers to power the
wattle bark mill which they constructed on the same site.
They appear
to have restarted the mil ling of flour and
in 1887 invested a subs tantial amount of money to rebuild
the old steam mi l l as mode rn ~-storey roller ~i II us ing the
most up-to-date techn ique s avai I able at the time for producin~
high .Qual i ty flour. This. mill became known as the Pe erless
Roller Mi I I and was in continuous operat ion unti l the middle
of this centu r y (19~8 or 195~ are the two dates variously
given.)
Continue d on attached sheet
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conce rn unti I 1868 when he was forced to c lose down due to
lack of business. This came only about a year after the
disastrous fire of February, 1867, which burnt down most
of the mi II forcing Samuel to rebuild.
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(1983). p. 75 , 19~. 211
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In the mid-1860's the Randell family of Gumeracha acquired
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- Student Project - "A Short. history of
Birdwood and i ts Hotels", R. Lapins (1982) ,
School of Architecture & Building, S.A. I .T.
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Originally built in 185~ by Johann Gottlob Bl~mel, one of
Blumberg's most prominent early residents, the flour mi II
was associated with t he early development of the town In the
1850's and 1860's.

(3) its use as the venue for meetings of the Talunga Distric ~--------------------~
Counci I over a 20 year per iod.
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(2) Its I inks with the small settlement in the area known
local ly as Francis, and
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lvynook Cottage

Former or othu Post Office and store
Birdwood Hi 11 Museum (Cont)

ltem Ref. No.

5

Office Use
ITEM No.
DOCKET NO.

LOCATION
Address GUHERACHA ROAD
This cottage, a former genera l store and post office, was
Town
Bl RDIIOOD
bui It by 1855 as it was in the September of that year that
Postcode 523~
Carl Christian Rathmann leased the bui I ding to Edward Bergmann Section 6578
and IIi !he lm Graf as a gene r a l store. This wou l d have been
Hundred TALUNGA
Bl umberg's third general store , Rathmann having conducted the County
ADE LAI DE
other two stores on sect i ons 660 1 (18~9-1853) and 6602 (1853~.G.A.
GUHERACHA
1855).
:
S.II.P. Region 3
A.H.G. AeL 6628-Jl
From 1855 to 186~ "lvynook" continued to function as a general
UGl 15~~5
store until it was so l d by Rathmann to Henry Heuzenroder, a
~----------------------~
chemist of Ade l aide. From 1865 onwards, the store was run as
SUBJ~CT
an apothecary by Henry's brother, Carl.
~.6
HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE

Alongside the new flour mi l I, the bark mil 1 continued gr inding wattle bark
until well in to the 1920's, and there was also a chaff mill in operation
for some time.

The former Peerless Roller Hi II is sign i ficant for Its role as Blumberg's
leading industry for almost t hree-quarters of a century, providing a focus for
much of the town's economic I ife during this time. It Is also Importan t for
its association with the Pflaum brothers and their families who we re the
leading cit i zens of the town in the late 19th and ear ly 20th centuries. In
addition, It is significant as an Important country flour mill which continued
in operation well after many others had closed down due to competit i on from
l arger and more central l y located concerns.

~.8

As llilhelm Graf became Blumberg's first postmaster in 1855
and was to hold this funct'ion until 1861, it seems likely that
this s t ore a l so functioned as Blumberg's first post office.
~----------------------~
PERIOD
lvynook is therefore important for its association wi th the
State
1852 -} 883
ear l y history of Blumberg, part i cu larly the area around
11

francis", and also f o r its links with Carl Christain Rathmann
one of Blumberg's early 11 bu sinessmen'' an d builder of the

Study Area
1 8~8-18]1

Napoleon Bonaparte Hotel.
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Birdwood Post Office - tllstorjcal Notes
G. Young et. al., Bi rdwood- Old Blumberg
( 198~ ).
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Old lime kiln

Former or other

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE
Sui I ding I ime was produced locally with the I ime-stone
being mined and burnt on Section 6602, Williamstown Road .
The shallow pits from which the limestone was taken and th'e
stone lined kiln are sti ll in eYidence on this site. The
kiln is associated with the early settlement of Bl umberg
along the Williamstown Road.

PROJECT
BIRDWOOD SURVEY
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IDENTIFICATION
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1978-80

UG123~63

SU8JC:CT

SHEET

Rathjen Homestead

Former or other

LOCATION
Address WI LLIAMSTOWN
ROAD
Town
BIRDWOOD
Postcode 523~
Section 6602
Hundred TALUNGA
County
ADE LAIDE
L.G.A.
GUHERACHA
S.H.P. Region 3
A.M.G. Ref. 6628-IJ

PROJECT

SURVEY

"Jeri lder ie"

Item Ref. No.
Office Use
ITEM No.
OOC~ET No.
LOCATION
Address

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE
Associated with the Rathjen family, one of the area's
prominent land-owing families who have liYed in the district
since late 1849, when Heinrich Gerhard Rathjen lea sed part
of Section 6617 f rom the South Australian Company.
Section 6617 has been continuously occupied by the Rathjen
family since this date, and it was here that the first
Rathjen home was built. The layout and parts of the earlier
hom~ have been i ncorporated into the present structure,
which stil 1 serves as the Rathjen "homestead".

UGI I 9~66

The house Is there fore importan t for its li nks with one of
the early German families of the area which played a major
ro l e in the social and agricultura l deYelopment of the
dl strict. Situated near the Wi lli ams town Road, the home• tea<
was part of the original settlement which de•eloped during
the late 18~0's and early 1850's.

~.2

~- 10

PERIOD
State

Rathje n Road

Town
OIROWOOD
Postcode 523~
Sect ion
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TALUNGA
County
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S.II.P. Region 3
A.M.G. Ref. 6628-TI
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Verbol Hr. V. Rathjen
Archiva l photographs
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PROJECT
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Item Ref. No .
8
Office Use
ITEM No.
DOCKET No .

Mueller property

Former or other

MUElLER ROAD
The Mueller family were leasing land in the Birdwood district Town
B I RO\oiOOD
in 1850 and in 1856 G.H. Mueller bui It a substantial stone
Postcode 5234
house on Section 6578 (origina ll y granted to G.F. Angas in
Section
6578
1841). The house is one of three
stone dwellings in the
Hundred
TALUNGA
area which clear l y represent a German mode of design, and It
County
ADELA I DE
Is sti 11 occupied by descendants of G.H . Mueller. The house
L.G.A.
GUMERACHA
was extended in 19D2 and has been altered internally since
S.II.P. Region 3
this t ime , but the large attic space is sti 11 In tact. This
A.M.G. Ref6628-JI
room is reached by an external stair and i s o pen over the full
UGI17440
length of the o riginal portion of the house. The timber
1--------------1
shingles remain und~r a later corrugated iron roof and the
SUBJC:CT
thick mud and straw floor still provides excel lent Insulation
2,2
for the rooms below. A large timber beam which spans the
longer axi s of the house helps to support the ceiling joists
whi ch are bolted to its underside. The outbuild i ngs on this
prope rty inc lude a barn and a pigsty which are a l so worthy of 1 - - - - - - -- -----1
note . The barn was bu il t with stone walls facing south and
PERIOD
we s t and a ha lf-timbe r wall facing the drier nor'therly
State
direction . Internal partitions were also built of half-timbe .
1852-1883
with wattle and daub infil panels. From the detailing this
Study Area
unusual combinat i on appears to be original, although some of
the infi I panels on the northern wall have been removed. The
1848- 1871
e as tern wall in which the main doors to the barn are located
is now clad with corrugated iron. A loft extends over part of TYPE OF ITEH
the ba rn , the loft floor being constructed of large timber
LAND Natural feature c:J
slab s with mud and straw infi I I and rendering, The pigsty
Historical site c:J
is a later timber slab structure which consists of a series of
Historical Gdn. [:]
individual pens each with i ts own feeding trough. Those were BUILD!~~
~
used for breeding pigs and each pen held a sow with her litter STRUCTURE
(:]
PH,YSICAL CONDITION
~EFERENCES:
G. Young et. al. Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984)
HOUSE ALTERED EXTENSIVELY
Verb.>l Mrs. Mueller
p. 175
BARN + P1GSTY IN GOOD
Archival photographs
CONDITION.
PHOTOGRAPH

Film No .

STATUS
Reg. of State Her . Items
Reg. c:J Interim!. c:J
Nominated c:J
National Estate
Reg. c:J Proposed !. c:J
National Trust
CL c:J RL 0
File 0
Other
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See pages 176-178
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Zadow Property
Former or other

1978-80

LOCATION
Address

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE

HERITAGE

South
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Act

PROJECT
BI RO\IOOD SURVEY
Item Ref. No.
9
Office Use
ITEM No.
DOCKET No.
LOCATION
Add cess HUE LLE R ROAD

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE
This farm is l ocated on one of the Sections granted to
G. F'. Angas In 1841 and later leased to tenant farmer s . ~n
the 1853 Talunga District Counci I Asses~ment records th1s
section is described as being occupied by a Hr. Ungerr and as
having one hut erected thereon.

Town
BIRDWOOD
Postcode 5234
Section 6577
Hundred TALUNr.A
County
ADELAIDE
L.G . A.
GUMERACHA
S.II.P. Region 3
A.M.G. Ref. 6628-U
UG 1224 40

The Zadow family purchased the section in 1882 and the
original farm bui !dings were occup ied by descendants of this
family until the early 1930s. Only the ruins of a stone
chimney remain of the original thatched, half timber cottage,~--------------------~
but a number of outbui !dings are still standing and these
SUBJECT
give a clear indicati on of the early layout of the farm .
2. 2

PERIOD
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Study Area
1848- 1871
REFERENCES
Talunga District Counci I Records - 1853
G. Young et. al. BirdWood- Old Blumberg
(1984) pp. 165-166

V~rb.>l
Mr. A. Hiegl ich,
Archival photographs

PHOTOGRAPH
Direction of view

Hrs. Gladlgau

Film No.

See pages 171-172
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Half-timber cottage

former or other

HERITAGE S IGNIFICI'.NCE
This half-timber cottage withwattleand daub infil panels
is the best remaining example of a building form which was
commonly used in Blumberg during the early years of se t t l ement. This was o ri g i nally a two-roomed cottage with a
back-to - back fire p l ace between t he pa rl our and a lean-to
kitchen . The build ing has s i nce been extended on two sides
by stone addit ions, but the framework to the original port ion
is st ill c l ea r iy v i s ibl e.

PROJECT
BIR(1.1000 SURVEY
Item Ref . No. 10
Office Use
ITEH No.
DOCKET No.

ITEM
ITEM

1978-80

PROJECT
Bl RO\o/000 SURVEY

SURVEY

IDENTIFICATION

NI'.HE :

SHEET

Cottage- s imple post
con s tructi on

Former o r other

LOCATION
l'.ddress
LOT E
Town OLIV~?;~OO~OAD
Postcode
~
523
section
6 ~
59
Hundred
TALUNCA
county
ADELAIDE
L.G.I'..
CUHERACHA
S. H.P. Region J
I'..H.G . Re!. 6628-ll

HERITAGE SIGNIFICI'.NCE
The deterioration of the render to t he fac ade has
revealed a large roughly hewn timber co rner pos t and a
mud and straw ir. fi I panel. The simple detai I ing of this
building suggests that it may be an example of post
co ns t ruc ti on , which was a simple technique common l y us ed
during the ear l lest period of sHt lemen t.
The western half of Section 6594, (which later became part
of the settlement of 01 iventha l ) was purchas ed from C. F.
Angas by J ohann Carl Aber l e in 1857, and in the following
year he sold 2 ~cres (forming part a ll otment G) to Gustav
Adolf Weidenbach.
Wei denbach purchased the r emain i ng 3~ acres of allotment G
in 1861, and it i s like ly that he was respons ibl e for
bui Iding this co tt age.

The ea ste rn half of Section 659 ~ was purchased from C.F.
UC1424 54
Angas by Johann Gottl i eb Lindner in 1857 and in the fo ll ow i ng l - - - - - -- - - - ---4
year he subd i vided this area i nto 8 a ll otments forming a set- SUBJ~CT
tlemen t whicli late r became knows as 01 iventhal. Allotment E
2.2
was pu rchase d by Car l Hei nri ch Kl ose on 28 Hay, 1858, and
~ . 10
it is I ike l y that Klose was responsible for building t hi s
co ttage .
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( 1984) p. 165
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IDENTIFICATION
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ITEM NA/"\E:
Hi sse y's Garage
Former o r other Haer sche l 's Garage

1978-80

12

Off ice Use
I TEH No .
OOC~ET No.

Formerly known a' Haerschel's Garage this group consists of
two buildings, a house and a garage. I t is be li eved that
Car l Friedrich Haerschel established a wheelwright business
on this site in 1855, but it was no t un ti l 1860 that he
purchased the land (H acres) from J.C. Handel. The origina l
dwel I ing was a small half-timber cottage , but during the
latter part of the cent ury this became the rear portion of a
new stone cottage wh i ch was built to align with the foo tpath.
As the half- t imbe r cot tage has been completely rei lned Inter nally, onl y t he side e l evat i ons now express the origina l
form of the bu i I ding. C.F. Haerschel died in 1864, but the
business remained in the family and was eventual l y taken over
by hi s son Gustav Ado l ph Haerschel who was a cabinet maker,
whee lwright, coach builder, contrac t builder, undertaker and

Town
Bl ROWOOO
Postcode 52)4
Section 6587
Hundred TALUNGA
ADELA I OE
Coun ty
GUHERACHA
L.G.A.
S.II.P. Region J
A.H.G . Ref. 6628-JI
UGI29448

LTO Research
Ht. Barker Courier,

4 November, 1948.

G. Young et. a l. Birdwood- Old Blumberg
( 1984) pp. 165, 196

-

~-7

PHOTOGRAPH

Film No.

Dlcection of view

See page 212

Ne9ative No.

Offi ce Use
ITEH No.
OOC~ET No .
LOCATION
Address SHANNON ST REET
Town

Thus, the building known as the Pflaum shop is significant
for its association with F. H.H . Bevi I aqua and F.J.T.
Pflaum, both of whom played an important role in the
economic development of Blumberg. It is also signigicant PERIOD
State
as an example of a fami l y business that continued In
operation for 100 yea r s, 1868-1968.
1852- 1883
Study Area

1852-188)

1 8~8- 1 871
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c:J
c:J
c:J

l.T .O. Researc h
Birdwood Post Off i ce -Historical Notes
Mount Ba rker Courier, 26 June, 1908
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G. Young et.al. Blrdwood- Old Blumberg
( 1984) p. 193
Verb.ll
Archival photographs
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Former PFlaum Shop

PROJECT
BIROIIOOD SURVEY
Item Ref. No.
13

Bl RD\1000
Postcodc 52)4
Section
6587
Hundred TALUNGA
AOELAI OE
County
Bevllaqua's general store also func ti oned as Blumberg's
GUHERACHA
second post-office, with Bevi l aqua being the t own's pos t- L.G.A.
master from 1861 to 1868 when he so ld hi~ concern to F.J.T s . 11. P. Reg ion J
A.H.G.
nc~.
6628- JI
( 'Fritz) Pfl aum. After the Pflaum Brothers took over the
UGI 28448
store, It con tinued as a post office until 1885 when a new
bui l ~i .,g was constructed to house the service. The store 1---- - - - - - - - - - j
itself remained In the Pflaum fami l y until 1968, when it
SUBJECT
became pa r t of the Birdwood Hi II Museum .
4.6

188~ - 1 9 14

REFE!\ENCES

ITEM NAH£:

SHEET

Tearooms - Birdwood Hi II Museum

This shop/res idence was probably built by Franz Bevilaqua
In 1860 on one of the nine allotments created by Gottlob
Blumel's subdivision of section 6587 in that year.
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1872-191 4
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Historical site
Hiotorica l Gdn .
BUILDING
STRUCTURE
PHYSICAL CONDITION

IDENTIFICATION

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE

SUBJECT
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Former o r other

Haerschel's was the first motor garage in

Birdwood and the family l ater became agents for motor bikes
and Ford cars. The building is sti ll a garage and is now
run by the Hissey family.
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Address SHANNON STREET

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE
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ITEM NAME: Blumberg (Copper) Smelters

1978-80

Former or other
HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE
Part of the state-wide mining boom of th~ late 1860's, the
Blumberg Smelting Works were built In 1868 to treat ore from
the old Reedy Cr~ek Copp~r Mine which had r~-op~ned by an,
Eng I ish company in late 1866 or ea~ly 1867. Owing to a lack
of wood at R~edy Creek and the patronag~ of F.M.H. B~vilaqua,
a form~r r~sident of Blumberg who had been appointed as
manager of the mine, the smelters were erected on the outskirts of Blumberg. Consisting of two furnaces and a JO foot

chimney stack, the 'melting works were only in operation for
about a year until the mine ceased operation and the

Item Ref. No.

I4

Birdwood -Old Blumberg (1984) , p.78

LOCATION
Address
ALLOTMENT H
OLIVE DALE ROAD
By the 1920s motor and rai I transport had virtually eliminated
Town
B I RCNOOD
the need for horse drawn parcel and passenger serv ice s. HowPostcode 5234
ev~r. prior to this time i t appears that 01 iventhal was a
Section
659"
regular overnight stop for teamsters t rave l I ing between Hannum Hundred
TAL UNGA
and Ad~laid e and at one stag~ th~ house and shop on the north- <County
ADE LAI DE
eastern corner of Cromer Road and 01 iv~dale Street provid~d
L.G.A.
GUHERACHA
meals, accommodation and stabling facilities for thes~ people. S .II. P. Region 3
The site was purchased by a wine merchant, lgnazio Oescovich
A.M .G. Re~.6628-JJ
in 1867, and i t i s l ikely that pa rt of the premises w~re used
UG l 3845 1
for commercial purpos~s from this time. During the early part
of th is centur y it was not only an overnight stop for teamSIJBJC:CT
sters, but also included a general •tore and wineshop in the
4.6
front corner room. The ma in bui Iding (s now a house and shop
4. 7
and its layout has b~~n altered significantly over the years.
The stone stables and a small stone cottage are stilI standing
in the grounds.
PERIOD
State
1852- 1883
1884-1914
Study Area
1848-1871
1872-19 14

BIRDWOOD
5234
Postcode
Section
Hundred
TALUNGA
County
ADELA I DE
L.G.A.
GUHERACHA
S.H . P. Region
3
Town

A.M.G. Ref.

r------------------------4

r------------------------i
PERIOD
State IR5l - 188 3

TYPE OF ITEM
LAND Natural feature c:J
Historical site ~
Hiotorical Gdn. D
BUILDING
c:J
STRUCTURE
c:J
PIIYSICAL CONDITION

REFER£NCES

PHOTOGRAPH

G. Young et. al. Birdwood -Old Blumbe r g
( 1984). p. 195

Historical sit~
Hi:;torical Gdn.
BUILD I ~'G

STRUCTURE
PHYSICAL CONDITION

Negative No.

PHOTOGRAPH

STATUS
N/A
Reg. of State Her . Items
Reg. c:J Interim r.. c:J
Nominated c:J
National Estate
Reg . c:J Proposed r.. c:J
National Trust
CL D
RL 0 FileD
Othe r

Dir~ction

Film No.
of view

Negatlv~

No.

8

~

D

STATUS
Rcq. of State Her. Items
Reg.
Interim l.

c:J

Nom ina ted
$ee

c:J

GOOD

Verbal
Archival photographs
Film No.

See p.79

TYPE OF ITEH
l.AND Natural feature

L. T.O. Research

Interview with Hr. R. Stoodley conducted
by a member of t he Bi rdwood Hi I I Staff
in the 1970's.

Verba 1
Archival photographs
Direction of view

Use
ITEM No.
IXXKET No.
Offic~

HERITAGE SrGNIFICANCE

1848 - 1871

G. Young et. al.

SHEET

R~sid~nce

LOCATION
Address

Study Area

30 October, 1868 and 5 June, 1869

Shop and

Former or other

The former Blumberg Sme lti ng Works are important for their

The Observer ,

IDENTIFICATION

ITEM NAME:

PROJECT
B I RDWOOD SURVEY
Item R~f. No.
15

1978-80

association with the renewed interest in mining in South

REFER£NCES

SURVEY

Office Us~
ITEM No .
IXXKET No.

SUBJ<:CT

during the late 1860s/early 1870's and with the local mining
boom of the same period.
In addition, they are important for
being associated with F.M.H. Bevi !aqua who was responsible
for the bui I ding of the Napoleon Buonaparte Hotel in Birdwood
a01d who was generally Invo lved In the commercial development
of the town during the period, 1848-1871.

ITEM

H~ritage

Act

~ompany

fo lded due to a lack of financial return.

HERITAGE

South
Australian

p~ge

213

c:J

c:J

Nat ion a 1 Estate

Reg. c:J Proposed r.. D

National Trust

CL
Othe r
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RL
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PREPARED BY
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South
Australian
Her! tage
Act

HERITAGE

PROJECT
BIRD\o/OOD SURVEY
Item Ref. No.

SURVEY

ITEM IDENTIFICATION SHEET
16
~----------------------------~---------------ITEM NAME: The Church of St. Matthews
Apostle and Evangelist

1978-8 0

and first manse.

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE
Opened In 1867, the Blumberg Catholic Church was bu il t on
land donat ~d by Mr s. Hary O'Oea of Mount Pleasant a nd illu s trated the presence of a small but active Iri sh element in
the Tal unga district.
The church was origina ll y part of the Mount Barker parish and
served a scattered congregation in a IS mi l es radius from
Chain of Ponds/Kersbrook in the south to Mount Pleasant In
the north.
In 1895 the district of Bl umbe rg and a part of the parish of
Kapunda were combined to form a new parish, with a permanent

priest being stationed a t Blumberg to serve the area .
1898 a l arge manse was built to house the priest.

smaller 'ethnic' groups in the Talunga area.

LOCATION
Address SHANNON STRHT

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE

Bl RD\o/OOD
Postcode 5234
6S87
Section
Hundred TAL UNGA
ADELA I DE
County
GUMERACHA
L.G.A.
S . H.P. Reqion 3
A.H .G . Re!. 6628-~l
Ur.l27447

The manse is

also signifi cant fo r showing the growth in impor tance of the
Blumberg church in latter years.

2.5

PERIOD
State

CHURCH IRS2-IR83
HAN~E

IB~:. -1914

Study Area
CHURCH 1548- 1871
MANSE 1872-1914

TYPE Of' !TEll
LANO Natural feature
Historical sit~
Mount Barker Courier 23 December, 1898 (erection
Hi•torical G~ n.
of manse)
BUILDING
STRUCTURE
G. Young et. a l . Birdwood - Old Blumberg
PRYSICAL CONDITION
(1984) . PP· as. 218
GOOD IN BOTH CASES
VPrbal
Father Schmidt
Archival photoqraphs
B353
REFEI\ENCES

Historical no tes prepared by the Church of
St. Matthew, Blrdwood.

PHO'I'OG RA PH
Direction o f view

Flloo No.

The second hote l in Blumberg was the Napoleon Buonaparte
which was bui l t opposite the f lour mill on part Section 6S87.
Car l Christ i an Rathmann purchased this .s ite from Johann
Christi ieb Handel in June 1856, pay ing $64 fo r approximately
S acres or land. During 1856 Rathmann became the first
I icencee of the Napoleon Buonapa rte, whi ch was a s ingl e
storey buil ding with a shingle roof. A meeting hall was als
built on the site and this Is now located at the rear of the
present two

SUBJECT

c:J
c:J
c:J

s tor~y

structure.

In 1873 the app lications for the r enewa l of the I ice nces of
the Travellers Inn (1853-1873) and the Bismark Hotel (18711873) were refused and the Napoleon Buonaparte became Blumberg's only hotel . From 1873 until 1885 the meeting hall
was used regularly as the meeti ng place of the Talunga
District Council, although it has apparent l y been used for a
numbe r of other purposes such as a Saturday mo rning market
place, I i ving quarters for the hotel maids and a dining
roon:. The present two storey hote l was completed in 1882
aod views of thi s building taken in about 1910 show the
facade as bei ng a l most identical to t hat to-da y. On the
opposite side o f Shannon Street the former hotel stables are
sti II partiall y intact.
REFERENCES
L. T.O. Research
Student Project- "A short history of Birdwood
and its hotels". R: Lapins ( 1982) Schoo l of
Architecture and Building, S. A. I .T .

~

c:J

STATUS
Reg . o f State Her. Items
Req.O InteriaLO
Nominated 0
National Estate
Req. 0 Proposed L. c:J
National Trust
CL 0
RL 0
File E:)
Other

SHEET

ITEM NAME:
Blumberg Hotel, meeting room
and stables.
Fo rme r or other Napo l eon Buonacarte Hote l

1978-80

Town

SURVEY

IDENTIFICATION

ITEM

OCCice Use
ITEM No.
DOCKET No .

In

The Church of St. Matt hew Is signif i cant for being associated
with the ear l y hi story of the Catholic Church in South
Australia, and for representing the Influence of one of the

HERITAGE
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G. Young et. a l . Blrdwood- Old Blumberg
(1984) pp . 76. 194,211

PROJECT
BIRD\1000 SURVEY
Item Ref. No . 17
Office Use
ITEM No .
DOCKET No .
LOCATION
Addr ess

SUBJ~CT

4. 6
3.3

PERIOD
State

PHOTOGRAPH

Film No.

1852-188)

Study Area
1848-1871
TYPE OF ITEM
LAND Natural feature 0
llistorica l s it" c:J
Hi•torica l Gdn. c=J
BUILDING
18)
STRUCTURE
c:J
PHYSICAL CONDITION
GOOD

Verbal
Archival photographs
Direc tio n of view

SHANNON STREET

Town
BI ROIJDOD
Postcode 5234
Section 6587
Hund red TALUNGA
County
ADELAIDE
L.G .A.
GUMERACHA
S.II.P. Region 3
A.H.G. Ref. 6628-~I
UGI29 448

STATUS
Rcq. o f State Her. Items

See page 209

Reg. O
Interimt.O
Nominated c:J
National Estate
Reg. 0 Pr oposed L. 0
Nationa l Trust
CL 0
RL t:i!a File c=)
Other

....
....
....
Cl)

,,

"'.....
N

0

'~

-

RECOt1/'IENDATION
(AJ State D IBJ Localt81
PP.EPAREO BY
SOUTH AUS TRALI AN CENTRE
FOR SETTLEMENT STUDIES
:J~t·>:
198).

RECOHH£NDIITION
(AJ State D IB I Local ~
PREPARED BY
SOUTH AUSTRALI AN CENTRE
FOR SETTLEIIF.IIT STUDIES
O~t•>:
1983 .

South

HERITAGE
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IDENTIFICATION

ITEH NAME:

1978-80

SURVEY
SHEET

Old Blacksmiths shop

Former or other

PROJECT
BLACKWOOD SURVEY
Item Ref. No .
18
Off ice Use
ITEH No.
DOCKET No.
LOCATION
Address

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE
Several blacksmiths shops operated in and around Blumberg,
but only one is sti II standing. This is located near to the
inte rsect ion between the Mount Torrens - Birdwood Road and
the Monnum-Adelaide Road, and continued to be used as a
blacksmiths shop until the early 1950's. At this time it
was run by Arthur Edwin Promnitz whose father (7), Gustav
Promnitz, had purchased the site in 1898 . Although it is
no !onger laid out as a blacksmiths s hop it still represents
an omportant e lement of the ear l y settlement which continued
well into this cent ury.

HERITAGE

South
Australian
Heritage
Act

ITEM

SURVEY

IDENTIFICATION

ITEM NAME:

1978-80

Former or other

SHEET

Shop and res idence
Former Bismark Hotel

PROJECT
lll r.D\.IOOD SURVEY
Item Ref. No.
19
Office Use
ITEH NO.
DOCKET No .
LOCATION
Add ress

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE
1/ILLIAH STREET

In 1870 Gold was discovered by a German farmer on his
BIRO\oiOOD
Town
property outside of Blumberg. This was the beginning of a
5234
Postcode
mining boom fo r the town which was to last unti l about 1873. Section
6587
TALUNGA
Hundred
During these few years the population of Blumberg increa sed County
ADELA I DE
•.JHERACHA
leading to the opening of a third hotel, the Bismark, in
L.G .A.
1871. \lith the decline in mining acti v ity in the mid - 1870 ' S.H.P. Reqion 3
two of the ho te l s , The Bismark and The Travellers Rest, had 1\.M .G. Re! .6628-ll
appl !cations for the renewals of their licences refused In
UGI304 49
1873 . This left the Blumberg Hote l to function as the
town's sole hotel.
SUBJECT
4.6
The importance of the former Bismark hotel I ies in its
association with Blumberg's first mining boom and the impact it had on the town.

BIRDWOOC
5234
6583
Section
TALUNGA
Hundred
ADELA I DE
County
GUHERACHA
L.G.A:
S.lf.P. Region 3
A.M.G. Re!.6628-1J
UG1374SD
Tcwn

Postcode

SUBJECT
4.6

PERIOD
State

PERIOD
State

1852-1883

1884-1914
Study Area

Study Area

1848-1871
1872-19 14

1872-1914
19 15 -1939
REFERENCES

L.T.O. Research.
G. Young et. al. Birdwood- Old Blumberg
( I 984) p. 196

TYPE OF ITEH
LAND Natural feature c:J
Historical site E:J
Hiotorical Gdn. c:J
BUILDING
~
STRUCTURE
c:J
PHYSICAL CONDITION

PHOTOGRAPH

Film No.

Direction of view

Negative No.

Verba l
Archival photogr aphs
PHOTOGRAPH

STATUS

Dic~ction

Film No.
of view

Negative No.

Historical site

Hi5 torical Gdn.
BUILD! ~~

0

c=J
~

STRUCTURE
c:J
PHYSICAL CONDIT ION
GOOD BUT WITH SOHE
ALTERATI ONS ENABLIIIG IT
TO BE USED AS A RESIDENCE
STATUS
Rcq. of State Her. Items

Req. c:J Interim 1.. c:J
Nominated c:J

Reg.c:J lnterimt.c:J
Nominated c:J
National Estate
Reg. c:J Proposed t. 0
National Trust
CL c:J RL 0
rileD
Other
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....
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G. Young et. al. Bi rdwood - Old Blumberg
( 1984 ). pp.194. 211

Rc9. of State Her. Item5

See page 21J

."

Student Project "A Short history of Birdwood and
its Hotels'', R. Lapins ( 1932) School of Architecture and Building, S.A. I .T .

GOOD

Vuba l
Hr . V. Rathjen
Archival photographs

TYPE OF ITEH
t.ANO Natural featur~ c:J

REFERENCES

See page 210
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National Trust
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Other
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IDENTIFICATION

ITEM NAME :

19 78-80

PROJECT
BIROWOOD SURVEY

SURVEY
SHEET

Item Ref. No.

Bi rdwood Institute

Sou th
llustrallan
Heritage
Act

20

Office Use
ITEM No.
DOCKET No.

For mer o r o ther

i978-80

IDENTIFICATION

ITEM NAME:

SHEET

Bi rdwood Post Of fice

Fo ll owing agitation from Blumberg's residents, a new Post
Off ice was constructed in 1885, the builder being Patrick
Hynes. Hynes was a prominent loca l l andowner and busi ness·
man who was also respons i b l e for building the Blumberg and
Mount Pleasant Schools In 1877.
The new bui I ding re placed the previous Pos t Of fi ce located
in the Pflaum' s gene ral store.
:
Blumberg ' s current Post Office has thu s been In con tinuous
use for nearly 100 years and is importan t fo r reflecting
the soc i al development of the tewn In its second major
historical period, 1872-1914.

The Institute is i mportant for its strong li nks
with the community 1 ife of Birdwood for a peri od of nearly
100 years.

I tem Ref. No .
Office Use
ITEM NO.
DOCKET No.

Town
B I ROWOOD
Postcode 52 34
Section 6587
Hundred TALUNGA
County
ADELAIDE
L.G .II .
CUHERACHA
S. H.P. Region 3
A.H.G. RcL6628·Il
UGI 28447
SUOJ~CT

4. 8

PERIOD
State
188 4· 191 4

1872-1914

1872 - 191 4

Institutes Journal, 24 March and 24 July, 1906
Mount Barker Courier 21 March, 1884 and I Hay,
C. Rathjen, Sources and Tr ibutari es
L. T. 0. Research

1885

TYPE OF ITE~I
LAND Natural feature 0
Historical site 0
Hi ~torica l Gdn. c:J
BUI LDINC
18]
STRUCTURE
c:J
PHYSICAL CONDIT ION

C. Young, et.a l. Birdwood- Old Blumberg
(1984) pp.99- 100, 2 18- 2 19
Verbal
Archival photographs
Bl312 9
PHOTOGRAPH

Film No.

Olcec t ion o f view

See page 228

Negative No.

1884·1914

Study IIcea

Study llrea

REFERENCES

21

LOCATION
Add ross

HERITIIGE SIGNIFICANCE

SHANNON STREE T
Built in 1884/ 1885, the Blumberg Institute reflected the
BI RDWOOD
Town
further social development of the town in the period 1872 · 1914 l'ostcode 5234
The In st i tute was constructed by Conrad Sturm,a local cabinet Section
6587
maker and bu i lde r, and served the Blumberg community as a
TALUNGA
Hundred
1ibrary, town hall, theatre, church and Sunday School (for
ADELA
I DE _
County
the Baptist Congregation which was found in 19 11) .
GUHERACHA
L.G .II .
In 1906 the Institute was en larged by the addition o f a large S .lt .P. Region 3
hal I to the rea r of the bui ld ing, which was used for a vari e ty A.M.G. Ref. 6628-II
UG 132448
of uses and soc ial occasions. It also f unctione d as the
venue fo r the Blumberg High Schoo l during the yea r s 1909·1916 ~--------------------~
and again during the 1920's.
SUBJ~CT

PERIOD
State

ITEM

PROJECT
B I ROWOOD SURVEY

SURVEY

Forme r or other

LOCIITION
llddress

HERITAGE S IGNIFICANCE

HERITAGE

REFERENCES
Birdwood Post Office - Historical Notes
Mount Barker Courier, 26 June, 1908.
C. Rathjen, Sources and Tributarie s, 1978
G. Young, et.al.
p.97

GOOD

Bi rdwood · Old Blumberg ( 1984)

TYPE OF ITEM
LAND Na tura l feature
lfistorlcal s ite
Hl~tori ca l Gdn.
BUILDI,._'C
STRUCTURE
PIIYS I CAL CONDIT ION
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0
18:1
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Ve rbal
Archival photographs
PHOTOGRAPH
Direction of view

STATUS
Reg . o f State Her. Items
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Nominated 0
National Estate
Reg. 0 Proposed I. 0
National Trust
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Other

Film No.

Negative No.

STATUS
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National Estate

See page 192
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PROJECT
BIROWOOD SURVEY

SURVEY

IDENTIFICATION

SHEET

ITEM NNIE: Old Butcher's Cellar

l97B-80

former or other

Item Ref. No .

22

Office Use
ITEM No.
DOCKET No.

South
.O.ustralian
Herl tage
Act
1978 - 80

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE

LOC.O.TION
.O.ddress MIIRTIN HILL
ROAD
No t all of the ear l y commercial activite s were located within Town
B I ROWOOD
the town and one butcher, a Mr. Wegner, operated hi s business Postcode 5234
from his home on Section 6599, which was over five kilometres Section 6599
from the centre of Blumberg. The meat was stored in a cellar Hundred TALUNGA
whi .. h is st i II stand i ng''" the property, and was de li vered
County
ADELA I DE
to the customers by horse and cart. The ce lla r was bui It
CUHERACHA
L.G . .O..
partially i · to the ground and has a cavity wall construction
S . H. P. Regio n 3
which enab l ed the use of small, readily avai !abl e s t ones.
.O..M.G. Rc~.6628-Jl
Only a few l a r ger bonding stones were required and a solid
UCII8483
wa l I was created by filling the cavity with dirt and rubble.
The ce ll ing was const r uc t ed of thick timbe r slabs wi th mud
SUBJECT
infil and the roof space was ventila ted to fur ther reduce
2.2
heat gai n.
4.6

HERITAGE
ITEM

SURVEY

IDENTIFICATION

SHEET

ITEM NNIE:

Houses, Ta l unga Street
Former or other

PERIOD
State

( 1984) p. 197

TYPE Of ITEM
LAND Natural featu r e
Hi storical site

Hiotorical Gdn.
BUILDING
STRUCTURE
PHYSICAL CONDITION

PHOTOGRAPH

Fllm No.

Direction of view

See page 216
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Vecb3l
Hr . V. Rathjen
Archival photographs
Neqative No.

STATUS
Reg. of State Her. Items
Reg.O Interim L.O
Nominated 0
Nationa l Estate
Reg . 0 Proposed L. 0
National Trust
CL 0 RL 0
f il e D
Other

RECOM.'IENDI\T ION
StateD IBl LocJ11:8J
PREPARED BY
SOUTH AUSTRALAIN CENTRE
FOR SETTLEMENT STUD I ES
Dot·': 1983.

(II)

1884-19 14

Study Area
_
1872 1914

Study .O.rea
1848-1871
18.'2- 1914
Bl rdwood - Ol d Blumberg

TALUNCA STREET

BI ROWOOD
Town
During the 189Ds the Birdwood district saw a steady
Postcode 52 34
inc rease In local gold mining and the re was a subsequent
6588
Section
increase in t~e demand for accommodation. In 1896 32 new
TALUNCA
Hundred
housing allotments were created when C.A . Ne umann subADELA I DE
County
divided part Section 6588. During the l atter part of
CUHERACHA
L.G . .O..
the 1890s Hr. J.E. Bleeze was responsible for t he construction of a row of identical houses along Talunga
S.ll.P. Region 3
· fl ux o f m1ners
·
hav1ng
·
A. M.G. ncdi628-ll
St r eet - t he 1n
created an 1"dea 1
UCIJS 48
4
opportunity for a speculative housing development of t hi sJ-----------------------~
kind. Host of these houses are sti II standing and al thoug
they have been alte red ove r t he years thei r or i ginal form SUBJECT
can st i II be i dent i f i ed.
2.2
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C. Young, et.a l

Off l ee Use
ITEM No.
DOCKET No.
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PROJECT
BIRDIIOOD SURVEY
23
Item Ref. No.

REfERENCES
L. T.O. Research
South Austral ian Register, 16 June, 1897.
C. Young, e t. a l .
pp. 157, 188
Vt.>rb 3 l

Hr. V. Rathjen

~rchival

photographs

PHOTOGRAPH
Dicection of view

Birdwood - Old Blumberg (1984)
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BUI LDING
STRUCTURE
PHYSICAL CONDITION

c:J
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ST.O.TUS
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See page 191
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PROJECT

SURVEY

ITEM

IDENTIFICATION

ITEM NoV\£:

SHEET

Old Pflaum house

for me r oc o ther
HERITI'.C£ SICNIFICI'.NC£
Towards the turn vt the cen tury H. A .. T. Pflaum built a new
h~e on the co rner of Shannon Street and Mart ha Street.
Thos large stone h ouse Included separate servants quarters

and extensive gardens which spread over four al l otmen t s of
the subdivision laid out on part Section 6588 i n 1896.
H.A.T. <: Tho;o '! ~flaum_came to Blumberg i n 1869 to jo in his
brother Fretz
1n bust ness, and the y continued their
par tner ship until 1897 when 'Fritz' took up a seat In the
Legislat i ve Assembl y.
From then on, Theo was In charge of
the Pf l aum's mi II ing comp lex in Blumberg. The Pflaum House
is the refore important for It s assoc iati on with one of the
two Pflaum brothers, both o f whom had a ma j or Impact on the
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Cook, J., 248-9,251
Cooke, J., 249
Cor.kh i 11 , Thomas, · 246
Cornish, T., 32
Cornish Arm s Hotel, 31
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Harms, H. (Pastor), 98,138
Harnessmaking, 107
Hartmann, Mr., 109
Haveker, D., 83,101
Hawker, J., 248
Hay, 97,101
Heloise (ship), 63
Henderson, J. E. (Rev.) , 99
Hensel, Carl August (Pastor), 98
Henzel, G.L., 113
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Lobethal, 3,57,116
Logan, J., 245
Louis (ship), 62
Luders, Andres, 157
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W athke, G., 251
M ethke, 155
M ethke, G., 173,249
M lk factory, 112
M llbrook, 5
M ller, T., 32
M ning, 292-305
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Mu 11 er, J. C. W. , 246
Muller and Scupin, 250-1
Murphy, B. (nee Ryan), 84
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Stony Creek, 5,80-1 ,83
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Exton, (Rev.) J.H., 99
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Shoemakers, 92,94
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Stein brothers, 131,287-9
Stein, B.A . , 197,287-9
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Stelzer, Johann August, 245
Stone houses, 175-183,189-192
Stony Creek, 84
Storekeepers, 92,104
Stott, G. , 155
Strangways Act, 87
Stunberry, J., 249,251
Sturm, C., 20, 98,131,196
Sturm, W., 156,196
Sturt, C., (Capt.), 38
Sumner, D. J.R . , 102
Superphosphate, 126-7
Swaine, A., 34,41-2,245-6
Swaine, H., (nee Randell), 258
Talunga district, 5,30-52, 64-7
Talunga District Council, 33,87,
103' 153
Tanners, 110
Teacher:.s, 92
Teakle, A., 32
Tearooms, 16,193,201,314
Telegraph services, 5,85
Telephone exchange, 101
Templer, E. B. (nee Rande 11), 258
Tenants (S.A. Co.), 132-7,153
Thee 1 , C. & E. , 113 ·
Theel, E.A., 7,144
Thiele, A. , 106,161-2,247
Thompson, J. , 32
Thyer, J . , 32
Timber memorials, Lutheran
cemetary, 217,224,308
Tinmath, 42-3
Tinmath House, 31

Todd, J.R. 245
Torrens River, 5,27,48
Torrens Special Survey, 31,48
Totness Hotel, 35,57,76
Townscape, ·233-5
Townsend, A., 112
Townsend , R., 112
Transport, 100-1
Travellers (Rest) Inn, 13,33,75-6,
153-5,194,207-8,309
Tucht, G., 251
Tuck, Sarah, 34
Tussell, John , 246
Tweed factory, 116,118
Unger, Friedrick, 246
Van Bertouch, S. A.T. & C.A.R., 245
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Ve rcoe, T. T. , 82
Verdun, 38,56
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Victory, J. & L., 32,245,248-50
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Vorwerk, E., 245
Wakefield, s.R., 157
Walden , Thomas, 250
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Zadow, G.W. & L., 246
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