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Wearing on circuit duty in the South East. At this time Gall built and 

lived at Cantara Homestead, home for his wife and family of fourteen 

children. The homestead is presently within the boundary of the Coorong 

National Park. 

John Gall was a founding member of the District Council of Meningie 

from 1889 to August, 1890, giving old age as his reason for retirement 

from this council. It is likely also that the long distance travelled 

between Cantara and Meningie was a major drawback, as Gall was 

subsequently Chairman of the Lacepede District Council from 1892 until 

his death in 1907. During this time he missed only four council 

meetings. In addition, Gall was also President of the Kingston Pastoral, 

Agricultural and Horticultural Society and the Lacepede Bay Institute, 

donating the land for the showground. 

"Mr. Gall had a fine sense of citizenship and never allowed his 

personal worries to interfere with a proper demonstration of his 

community obligations". (Cockburn 1925, 1927 p. 176). 

GALL'S PASTORAL OPERATIONS 

John Gall came to South Australia with very little experience or 

money yet by the late nineteenth century his holdings and pastoral 

operations were considerable. 

"Mr. Gall was looked upon as a man who had done a great deal to 

develop the pastoral industry and during his half century residence 

in the South East did much by pluck, energy and endurance to prepare 

the way for his successors". (Burgess, 1907. 1909 p. 984) 

The properties of Gall at one time aggregated about 300 square mmles 

supporting 3,500 sheep, 1,500 horses and 1,000 cattle. Tilley Swamp was 

mainly devoted to sheep and Cantara ran 200 cattle and 1,500 horses. The 

class of horses favoured was heavy and medium draught and the J.A.L. 

brand became widely known throughout South Australia. Gall's horses were 

sold locally and were also sent to India. The Cantara property suffered 

greatly from wild dogs and rabbits, the former being eradicated. 

Rabbits, however, continued to be a menace and due to the devastation 

caused by this pest the number of horses had been reduced from 1,500 to 

350 by the time of John Gall's death, 10 December 1907 from which time 

his son assumed control of Cantara. For many years Joseph Hall, who was 

born in 1867, managed the family property of Dalkeith. Associated 



Horsehold water supply for Cantara Homestead from a stone 
reinforced underground well 

Site of Old Cantara Homestead, denuded dunes a legacy from 
overgrazing 
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with the horsebreeding property of Cantara there were fences, stables and 

horseyards which were located several hundred metres north of the 

homestead near the original house. Very little of these structures 

remain today. Employed on the property there were originally many 

stockmen. Alf Watson, an Aboriginal who had worked for Gall for many 

years, lived with his wife in a traditional shelter north of the Cantara 

homestead until his death, possibly in the late 1920s. (Pers. Comm. Mr. 

M. Phillips) • 

CANTARA HOMESTEAD Section 76, Hundred of Neville 

The remains of the original homestead which was not built by John 

Gall but was occupied by him briefly after he was married in 1863, was 

located several hundred metres north of the present homestead. This 

original homestead was in ruins in the 1930s. (Pers. Comm. Mr. P. 

Loyd). The scant remains of the footings are still visible today. 

The present Cantara Homestead, a sizeable, elegant house, was built 

possibly in the late l870s-early 1880s and occupied by Gall after 1883. 

Built of local stone carted on wagons to the site, the house has fourteen 

main rooms, a main passage 16 metres long and ceilings about 3 metres 

high. The builder's name was Jarman and the house cost 3,000 pounds to 

build. Other building materials, included heavy gauge roofing iron _from 

Scotland, (much of which still remains today), Italian marble fireplaces 

and cedar from South America. Access to the house is across a causeway 

over a large salt pan and this road dates probably from the early 1880s. 

Crossing the causeway, Cantara Homestead, with the dunes of the 

Younghusband Peninsula immediately to the west, has an imposing aspect 

and the site was probably chosen for this reason. There are also several 

wells near the house, one reinforced with stone near the northern kitchen 

wing. Around the turn of the century there were many outbuildings, 

including a washhouse, stockmen's quarters, garages and poultry houses. 

There is little trace of these today. 

John Gall and his wife Anna had fourteen children and the large house 

provided the necessary accommodation which was undoubtedly elegant. 

There was a large drawing room which housed a grand piano, a dining room, 

a large entrance hall, large bedrooms and the house was surrounded by an 

elevated verandah. The thick stone walls would have kept the house cool 

in summer and fireplaces in every room provided warmth in winter. 



Cantara Homestead, foreground, causeway across lake in 
background 

Cantara Homestead, 1982 
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Periodic visitors stayed at the Cantara, but due to its isolated location 

very few large functions were held there. In the early nineteenth 

century there was a telegraph relay station at Cantara and Gall's 

daughters Annie and Ruby operated the post office services there, 

possibly until the 1920s. John Gall's wife, Anna who lived at Cantara 

until about 1930, died in Adelaide in 1938. When John Gall's son Murray 

Gall died in the 1930s, Joseph Gall employed a manager A. Cameron who 

operated Cantara until it was sold in the early 1940s. Subsequent owners 

of Cantara after the Galls have included F. Nancarrow and Lindsay, with 

their manager McFayden and the Jeffrey family who held Cantara from the 

early 1950s until about 1972, by which time the station was considerably 

reduced in size. The Jeffrey family ran about 2,800 sheep at Cantara. 

National Parks and Wildlife Service purchased the property in 

September, 1972. By this time most of the pastoral animals had been 

removed from the Younghusband Peninsula although the occasional wild 

sheep can still be seen near Cantara Homestead. Some fencing, possibly 

dating from the Jeffrey's ownership, is still visible on the Cantara 

property and weeds and erosion are an evident legacy from the pastoral 

occupation of the area. 
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HARD TIMES FOR COORONG PASTORALISTS 

From the earliest exploration in the South East, the Coorong coastal belt 

was recognized as land of inferior quality. According to 'the best land 

first principle', areas north of the Coorong on the Narrung Peninsula and 

south to Rivoli Bay and Cape Jaffa were the first to be taken up by 

pastoralists and were more closely settled. By the early 1840s; 

'Some good land had been surveyed for pastoralists around the margins 

of Lake Alexandrina and Lake Albert, but exploration of 50 miles of 

the Coorong coastline had revealed only mallee scrub and sandhills". 

(Dunn, 1969 p.l2) 

Towards Kingston land was also found to be less favourable, 

" ••• but the flats between Lacepede Bay and the Coorong were of a more 

doubtful quality. Much of the land was infertile and every winter it 

was inundated by floodwaters from the higher land in the South 

East". (Dunn, 1969 p.lS) 

Accordingly, when occupation licences were replaced by leases in 1850 

and three grades of rentals were established based on land quality, the 

land near the Coorong was rated third class, the annual rental being 10/­

per square mile per annum. 

When settled, the Younghusband Peninsula was found to be marginal 

land especially for small farms. Those dairymen and farmers who 

established small holdings on the peninsula suffered many hardships, some 

of which are described below. Only those pastoralists such as Baker, 

Gall and Dodd who held extensive areas, comprising land of mixed quality 

on both sides of the Coorong, achieved any success. Later these Coorong 

properties were reduced in size yielding them economically unviable by 

the 196 Os. 

An early problem for pastoralists was containing stock in unfenced 

areas. The peninsula, however, perhaps afforded a better natural confine 

than elsewhere in the south east and shepherds >~ere engaged to supervise 

animals. By the turn of the century, the small farms on the peninsula 

were generally fenced, overcoming the >~orry of straying stock. 
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COAST DISEASE 

A severe problem particulary prevalent along the south east coast was 

"coast disease" which was caused by a defficiency of copper and cobalt in 

the soil. The complaint mainly affected sheep, which became emaciated 

and crippled when depastured in the "coasty" districts. Unable to lamb, 

the sheep also produced wool >lhich was wiry and unsuitable for the 

British market. Before it was discovered that coastal disease was 

associated with soil nutrient defficiency, pastoralists such as Dodd, 

learnt that stock fared better if depastured for only short periods of 

the year near the coast and later agisted further inland, where the 

animals' condition would improve. Both Dodd and Gall favoured horses 

over sheep, because the former were less susceptible to the coasty 

condition. Coastal disease is no longer a problem in the south east, 

having been rectified by the addition of trace elements to the soil from 

about 1930. 

CROSSING THE COORONG 

Of difficulty for the pastoralists on Younghusband Peninsula was 

crossing stock from the peninsula to the mainland. Summer crossings were 

comparatively easy, however, 

"The crossing of the Coorong 1vas a nightmare, especially in the 

winter when they had to swim their horses, which made life very 

difficult". (Mincham, 1966 p. 43) • 

James Dodd, in particular, had difficulty in crossing stock from the 

peninsula at the treacherous Murray Mouth to his property on Mundoo 

Island. Lewis, an early stock agent in South Australia, describes one of 

Dodd's crossings with 50 cattle, 

"l'e got them to take to the water and Jim Dodd, in a boat with two 

black fellows, was directing the cattle across, but the current was 

too strong for them and they were taken out to sea •••• However, a 

little later we saw the boat on top of a huge breaker. Fortunately 

it carried them a long distance towards the Coorong and they managed 

to get onto the sand at Barkers Knoll ••• It was a most exciting 

time". (Baker, 1977 p. 40) 

Dodd later employed a steamer called The Mundoo for the purpose of 

crossing stock mainly sheep. 
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MARKETING 

For the dairymen of the Coorong, including John Barton Hack in the 

1850s and Bart Ashby and several other at the turn of the century, a 

great obstacle ~;as getting their perishable dairy produce to market. 

They 1vould take cream and butter (over bad sandy roads) to Meningie and 

' then by the paddle steamer Jupiter to Milang, from ,;here it ,;as carried 

by horse and cart to Adelaide. Later the route ,;as via Tailem Bend, 

bypassing Milang. 

"All up it ~;ould have been a 24 hour journey to market for the dairy 

produce. Sadly, a case of 'bang off the lid and stand back', if the 

,;eather turned hot". (Baker, 1977, p. 46) 

VERMIN 

It is not known to what extent native fauna, such as kangaroos and 

~;ombats, ~;ere considered pests by early pastoralists in this area. The 

eradication of such natural competitors was probably more easily achieved 

on the Younghusband Peninsula than elsewhere and early kangaroo and 

wombat hunts IVOuld have undoubtedly effected their numbers. The major 

problem for pastoralists from the late nineteenth century and still 

present today in large numbers, were the rabbit and fox. The wild dog 

was a problem at one time, but was generally eradicated early from in 

this area. The first major rabbit plaque along the Coorong was in 1882 

and this introduced pest provided considerable competition ,;ith stock for 

feed and also devastated the natural vegetation which led to sand drift. 

From this time, pastoralists along the Coorong reduced the numbers of 

sheep, 80,000 being shorn in the year 1882 in the Coorong area. (Smith, 

1950 p. 8) A vermin proof wire netting fence was erected from the 

Coorong out to Cookes Plains in the 1890s. This fence was erected to 

contain foxes and wild dogs. A ld. tarrif was paid by landholders at 

this time for the destruction of foxes. According to Mincham (1966), the 

vermin proof fence had a bad effect on native birds and other scrub 

animals. The fence \Vas possibly located on the Coorong near Rabbit 

Island. 
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ECONOMIC DEPRESSION 

As elsewhere in the State, pastoralists along the Coorong were at the 

mercy of the prevailing economic climate and this, combined with several 

serious drought years, saw difficult times for Coorong pastoralists. 

Such was the case for pastoralists such as John Gall when, during the 

droughts of the 1860s, sheep prices were very low. The Jeffrey family 

who held Cantara in the late 1960s also suffered economic hardship when 

after several dry years, the statewide wool scene crashed. Pastoral 

landuse discontinued at Cantara after this time. 

CULTIVATION OF CROPS 

There was some cultivation of wheat near Salt Creek in the 1870s and 

this was bagged and taken by schooner from that location, It is unlikely 

that wheat cultivation was extensive, however, as an Atlas of 1876 by 

Wigg and Son shows that of the 1,18 7, 84 0 acres in the Hundreds of Santo, 

Neville and Glyde, only 290 acres were under cultivation. According to 

Cornelius Proud writing in 1881, most cultivation was for animal feed; 

"Toward Kingston, of late, there has been a qood deal of land taken 

up for cultivation, but the wheat and rye grown there are generally 

eaten as grasses, or cut for hay for which there is a great demand." 

Late last century, barley, rye and oats were sown on the northern 

estuarine flats of the Younghusband Peninsula by the Dodds for horsefeed 

and in the 1920s oats were also grown by the Galls in the paddocks on the 

dunes immediately south of Cantara Homestead. The serious weed problem 

at Cantara possibly relates to this introduction of exotic grasses. 
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EARLY RECREATION ALONG THE COORONG 

Although the level of recreational useage of the Coorong has become more 

marked in recent times, occasional hunting trips and pleasure excursions 

also took place from the nineteenth century. 

Recreation activities in the last century along the Coorong certainly 

related to the sport of hunting. One early report is of a wombat hunt in 

1844, the participants being Governor Grey's exploration party. A 

kangaroo hunt was also the means of entertainment for royal visitors to 

the Coorong in the 1860s. Probably the most important hunting 

excursions, however, related to the shooting of wild duck and this sport 

is still practiced in the Coorong Game Reserve for a limited open 

season. It was for 11ild duck shooting that the Coorong became known as a 

sportsman's paradise and the peak of this activity was possibly in the 

1930s, although even at this time there was a defined duck shooting 

season and a daily limit on the number of ducks shot. These restrictions 

resulted largely from the dramatic reduction in duck numbers through 

overshooting. Around the turn of the century punt guns, rather more like 

cannons, were used along the Coorong. Capable of shooting up to one 

hundred ducks with one blast, the punt gun was later banned in 

Australia. A traditional practice developed of shooting Mountain Duck 

and other waterfowl on soaks along the Coorong. 

" ••• here a fine old sporting practice of fire from blinds into massed 

flocks drinking at soaks has persisted. Sometimes the soak is dug 

out to form a narr0\1 gutter running away from the blind to afford a 

more efficient enfilade" (Frith, 1977 p. 149-150). 

The 1930s was a significant period for duck shooting along the 

Coorong. At this time "Sporting Macs" at Policemans Point became 

somewhat of a traditional hunters club, providing accommodation and 

facilities for duck shooters. Reports of this period extoll the virtues 

of the Coorong for wild duck and rabbit shooting. 

Another recreational activity carried on in the Coorong district in 

the nineteenth century 11as horseracing. In 1881, at the time of the 

visit of the Dukes of Yorke and Clarence, there was horseracing and 

merrymaking along the Coorong Beach. (Smith, 1950, p.4) The royal 

visitors, however, bypassed this event. Also, horseracing was carried 

out by John Gall on a salt lake near the Coolatoo Hotel and this event 

was possibly patronised by people from the Kingston district. 
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From 1907, people from the Narrung area made an annual excursion to 

the Younghusband Peninsula for a picnic. Other daytrips were conducted 

by local people to the mainland side of the Coorong, particularly the 

cliffs, which location gives a scenic view of the Coorong. "Needless to 

say the picnics in this interesting part of the district were always a 

success and very enjoyable." (Holtham, J.M. 1954). These excursions, 

which did not usually involve shooting or fishing, reflect the increasing 

appreciation of the scenic merits of the Coorong. The publication, 

Progress in Australia in September, 1930, refers to the Coorong as a 

wonderful stretch of water, and of the pleasurable sight of the many 

nesting pelicans. It recommended the Coorong as an ideal day trip from 

Meningie. The expanding use of motorised transport probably give 

increased access to places such as the Coorong. 

The practice of camping and revisiting specific locations along the 

Coorong as was traditional with local Aboriginal people even after more 

permanent occupation has ceased, was adopted by many of the white 

population. Especially after the 1890s, recreational camping was gaining 

in popularity amongst local people and city dwellers and the Public 

Service Revie•' of this period gives several accounts of camping along the 

Coorong. It was a challenge, especially for city dwellers to live off 

the land, eating local fish and game and carrying minimal equipment. One 

party in 1895, however, carried a 10 gallon keg of beer to the Neddles; 

the keg was carefully installed in wet weed near the water's edge to keep 

it cool. A newcomer to camping in 1903 described some of the discomforts 

he experienced: 

"Of course, sand always plays an important part in every meal and 

when you have porridge you must always use two spoons - one to sup 

the porridge with and the other - to lift the flies out, for no 

sooner do you get them out than in tumble some more ••.• for it seemed 

that every fly in Adelaide had taken its annual leave and followed us 

to the Coorong 11
• (Camp Oven, 1903 p. 89) 

Surprisingly enough, the writer fails to mention the ants of the 

Coorong, yet despite his complaints he goes on to describe the excellent 

fishing and good swimming along the Coorong Beach. After a fortnight 

camping, a local fisherman collected the campers and conveyed them in his 

boat to Goolwa from where they returned to Adelaide. 

From 1901, several five acre camping reserves were proclaimed in the 

northern Coorong. These locations were set aside for use by recreational 
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and professional fishermen. Although not specifically set aside for use 

by fishermen, the Public Purpose Reserve of 1923-1926 on the northern 

Peninsula was gaining increasing use at that time. Makeshift shelters 

>lere established by some fishermen in this area and after the Second 

world War, official shack licences were granted. Many of the shacks date 

from this period and on 1;
4 

acre blocks, an annual licence was issued 

to each shackholder for camping purposes. In 1950, 20% of licences on 

the Younghusband Peninsula were held by Adelaide people, the majority 

being from Goolwa and Milang. The major activity of these shack holders 

was fishing. In 1955, a Public Recreation Reserve was gazetted in the 

northern peninsula comprising the previous Public Purpose Reserve and 

other land purchased by Sir James Gosse. After the Second world War a 

nissen hut was built at Parnka on the Peninsula, which was used for 

recreational purposes by the Salvation Army Boys Home at Mount Barker; 

this hut was used possibly into the 1970s, but is presently falling into 

a state of disrepair. 
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CONSERVATION MOVEMENT: THE COORONG 

From the late 1890's there were three major conservation thrusts relating 

to the Coorong. These were to protect the breeding ground of pelicans 

against marauding fishermen, to limit the slaughter of ducks at soaks 

along the Younghusband Peninsula and to remove stock from the peninsula 

1•hich was reducing the natural vegetation and resulting in considerable 

soil erosion. 

THE PELICAN ISLANDS 

Pelicans were considered a pest by fishermen due to the birds habit 

of raiding fishing nets. In an effort to protect their interests, there 

were massacres of nesting birds and their young, by local fishermen 

particularly on the Pelican Islands. By the turn of the century, the 

decline in pelican numbers in the Coorong area was of great concern to 

the South Australian Ornithological Association and in particular the 

Society's Secretary, ~lr. Mellor, from whom Mellor Island takes its name: 

"From 1904 to 1919 the South Australian Ornithological Association 

(S.A.O.A.) leased these islands, then from 1919 to 1962 the S.A.O.A. 

paid a rental of one shilling a year on the islands for an annuql 

licence in an attempt to prevent the illegal destruction of the eggs 

by fishermen". (Chapman, Delroy and Noye 1974 p. 108) 

From about 1910 the S.A.O.A. employed a warden, a local resident 

named Goldfinch and although some illegal destruction of eggs·continued, 

the problem of declining pelican numbers was largely overcome. In 1963, 

the six islands, Teal Island, North Pelican Island, Pelican Island, 

Halfway Island, Mellor Island and an unnamed island to the south together 

with all waters for 7 chains from highwater mark around the islands were 

declared Prohibited Areas and '"ere administered by the Department of 

Fisheries and Fauna Conservation and from 1972 by the National Parks and 

Wildlife Service. 

SOIL CONSERVATION 

Largely due to the efforts of Sir James Gosse who was at one time 

Chairman of the Flora and Fauna Board and an active conservationist, 

several areas in the northern Younghusband Peninsula were set aside as 
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reserves for soil conservation and within these areas the depasturing of 

stock was prohibited. In 1923 and 1926 several areas near the Murray 

Mouth and the area between Mount Mills and Mount Anderson were gazetted 

Public Purpose Reserves. The setting aside of these areas had the dual 

purpose of setting aside public area for recreation and with no stock 

being depastured, permitting the spread of grasses which were resistent 

to sand drift (S.G.o. 3340/1915). In 1948 Sir James Gosse, after 

purchasing freehold a large area from the Bowman and Warren families, 

made further land available for soil conservation. In a letter to the 

Premier, Mr. Playford, dated 14th October, 1948, Gosse stated that he was 

making the area over to the Government: 

" •.• for the purpose of attempting to restore the sandhills waste to a 

condition as depicted by George French Angas in his pictures of early 

South Australia ••• available on condition that your Government in 

co-operation with the Waite Institute will make these freehold 

together with the adjacent Crown Lands, available for experimental 

work in the fight against soil erosion". (Fisheries & Game 24/1937) 

The freehold area and the adjacent Crown Lands became Section 590 

Hundred of Baker and this area, with Section z, between Mt. Mills and Mt. 

Anderson, a total length of peninsula of about 45 km was gazetted a 

Public Purpose Reserve in 1950. Stock was no longer depastured in this 

area with most stray animals being removed, the road along the Coorong 

shore was subsequently closed and in several locations there were marram 

grass plantings, only one of which remains today. (Noye, 1974 p. 4) 

SANCTUARIES ALONG THE COORONG 

From the early nineteenth century there were conscientious moves to 

limit the shooting of ducks along the Coorong and it is largely as a 

result of the government controls on the daily bag and the proclaiming of 

a set season for duck shooting that the duck canning factory near the Old 

Aboriginal Mission Station was closed in the 1890s. The first sanctuary 

protecting birds was proclaimed in 1908, for a period of 5 years under 

the Birds Protection Act of 1908. This Act prevented people from 

entering and thus shooting birds, on all the islands south of Parnka 

excluding Cattle Island. subsequently, sanctuaries were proclaimed in 

1914 and 1920, protecting the islands and waters of the Coorong in the 

vicinity of Parnka from the Needles to Policemans Point. In 1920 local 
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people formed a formidable lobby against Coorong sanctuaries and a 

petition of 160 signatures claimed that the restriction on duck shooting 

was disadvantages to many local shooters, including returned soldiers for 

whom duck shooting was an important adjunct to their livelihood, As a 

consequence from 1925 the sanctuary area was reduced to the waters from 

the Needles to the Stone jetty opposite Stony Well and proclaimed under 

the Animals and Birds Protection Act of 1919. Under the terms of this 

Act there were limits to the number of wild ducks shot per day and the 

type of gun used, 

There were several approaches to the government in the 1930s to make 

a permanent reserve along the Coorong, including a deputation to the 

Premier by Mr. Cecil Rix, later Chairman of the Land Board. There were 

several letters to the Department of Fisheries and Game even from 

shooters, decrying the slaughter of ducks along the Coorong, especially 

at soaks near the peninsula. As a result of these complaints, the Chief 

Inspector of Fisheries and Game in March, 1937 endeavoured to eliminate 

the duck slaughter from the Younghusband Peninsula by proposing a 

sanctuary on the peninsula and waters, from Mount Mills to Cantara 

Homestead. This scheme was decidely too ambitious for the time and 

although some of the landholders were in agreement when approached, there 

was sufficient opposition for the proposal to be abandoned, 

By 1955 by which time Sir James Gosse had died, the northern area of 

the peninsula comprising approximately 6660 ha. had been declared a 

sanctuary under the Animals and Birds Protection Act of 1919-1938, 

administered by the Minister of Agriculture. There were also moves at 

this time to extend the sanctuary southward on the peninsula near the 

Needles and Parnka, an area where there was still considerable duck 

shooting. There was a great deal of local opposition and protest, 

largely from the shooting lobby and local business people, against the 

northern area of the Coorong and the proposed extension being proclaimed 

a sanctuary. As a result, the earlier proclamation for the northern 

peninsula was revoked in June, 1955. Debate subsequently ensued as to 

Gosse's intentions in making the land available to the Government; those 

decrying the revokation claiming that although it was not specified, 

Gosse an ardent conservationist would have undoubtedly wished to see the 

area a sanctuary and that the Government of the day had dishonoured his 

wishes. (Flora and Fauna Committee, Fisheries and Game 47/1954), 
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In 1964 a Mrs. Long was keen to see birds on her peninsula property 

protected and as a result of approaching the Department of Fisheries and 

Fauna Conservation, the Coorong sanctuary was proclaimed under the Fauna 

Conservation Act of 1964-1965 on the peninsula from the Needles to Long 

Island, when previously only the waters of the Coorong were protected. 

In 1966 Mrs. Long's property and that of the late t4r. R.M. Longmire, who 

had also made enquiries about a sanctuary on his land, were purchased by 

the Government. This area, comprising the peninsula from approximately 

the Needles to Fat Cattle Point, which was no longer viable for grazing 

and was purchased cheaply, came under the control of the National Parks 

Commission in 1966. 'rhe Game Reserve, 6840 ha. was purchased in 1968 and 

both areas came under the joint administration of the National Parks and 

Wildlife Service in 1972, affording the area better protection than under 

the previous sanctuary system. 

GENERAL REFERENCE AND FURTHER RESOURCES 

Chapman, F. R. H., Delroy, L. B. and Noye, B. J. (1975) 

the Coorong in The Coorong (Univ. of Adelaide, Dept. 

Education. Publication No. 39. Revised: Adelaide) 

Aquatic Birds of 

of Adult 

Paton, J. B. (1977) Historical Notes on the Coorong in The Southern 

Coorong and LO>Ier Younghusband Peninsula of South Australia. Ed. 

D.D. Gilbertson and M.R. Foale. (The Nature Conserv. Doc. of S.A. 

Inc.: Adelaide) 

Government Dockets 

Crown Lands Office 1617/08 Coorong Sanctuary 

Crown Lands Office 1215/1911 Islands on the Coorong proposed to be made 

bird sanctuaries. 

Department of Lands 42/1933 Marram Grass planting on the Younghusband 

Peninsula. 

Government Gazette 9th July, 1914 6th July, 1914 Coorong Sanctuaries 
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Department of Fisheries 5/1920 Closed area under the Animals and Birds 

Protection Act 1919 - re certain portion of the Coorong. 

Fisheries and Game Department 24/1937 Younghusband Peninsula proposed 

sanctuary for birds. 

Fisheries and Game Department 181/1937 Flora and Fauna Committee 

Meetings: Minutes. 

Fisheries and Game Department 47/1954 Younghusband Peninsula Request -

Flora and Fauna Reserve and closed area generally. 

Fisheries and Game Department 121/1957 Permanent Inspector of Fisheries 

and Game to be stationed at Coorong: Recommending. 

Fisheries and Game Department 277/1964 Request for sanctuary on 

Younghusband Peninsula: Mrs. Long. 

National Parks Commission Annual Reports 

National Parks and Wildlife Service Coorong Loose files: Mr. L. Delroy 

Personal Communication 

National Parks and Wildlife Service Mr. L. Delroy, Mr. P, Macrow, 

Mr. P. Tomlin 

Retired Chairman of the Land Board Mr. C. Rix. 

Further Reference 

Files of South Australian Ornithological Association. 
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APPENDIX l 

PLACE NAMES OF THE COORONG 

The nomenclature of the Coorong comprises a mixture of European and 

Aboeiginal words, the latter being more common in the northern Coorong 

where Aboriginal association has remained strongest. Some names are 

descriptive of local topography, whilst others relate to events and 

people associated with specific locations. The following list, by no 

means comprehensive, gives the origin of major place names along the 

Coorong; the meanings of some names such as Coolatoo and Cantara have 

long since been lost. 

Barkers Knoll 

Chi.namans Well 

Campbell Point 

Coorong 

Dodds Landing Point 

Gnurlung Point 

Hacks Crossing Hacks Point 

Place where Captain Collett Barker 

disappeared presumed killed by Aborigines 

in 1831 

Possibly Built by itinerant Chinese or 

location settled by Chinese in 1850s. 

Relates to nearby Campbell House Estate at 

one time owned by John Baker and later the 

Bowman family. 

Descriptive. From the Aboriginal word 

"Karangh 11 meaning 1 narrow neck'. 

Named after the brothers James and Thomas 

Dodd who had a property on the Younghusband 

Peninsula. 

Descriptive. From an Aboriginal word 

meaning 'shallow water' o 

Named after John Barton Hack who had a 

dairy on the Younghusband Peninsula in the 

1850s. 



Hells Gates 

Hummocks 

Hundreds 

82. 

Descriptive. Hazardous outcrop of 

limestone near narrow portion of Coorong 

waters, possibly named by local fishermen. 

Descriptive. Meaning knolls or rising 

ground and describing the sand dunes on the 

Younghusband Peninsula. 

Baker, Co. Russell, gaz. 1860. 

Named after John Tuthill Baker, local 

pastoralist and owner of Narrung Estate and 

M.L.C. 1851-1872 

Bonney, Co. Russell, qaz. 1860 

Named after Charles Bonney early overlander 

of stock along the Coorong and M.P. 

1857-1858, M.L.C. 1865-1866. 

Duffield, Co. MacDonnell, qaz, 1864 

Named after walter Duffield, M.P. 1857-1871 

and M.L.C. 1873-1880 

Glyde, Co. Cardwell, gaz. 1864 

Named after Lavington Glyde, M.P. 1857-1884 

Neville, Co. Cardwell, qaz. 1864. 

Named after Naville Blyth, M.P. 1860-1878. 

Santo, Co. Cardwell, qaz. 1864 

Named after Phillip Santo, M.P. 1860-1870 

and M.L.C. 1871-1881. 

Margit Wreck Wreck crossing Crossing at location of Margit wrecked on 

Coorong beach in 1911. 

McGrath Flat Property just south of where George McGrath 

was killed by Aborigines in 1843. 



Mellor Island 

Mount Anderson 

Mount Mills 

Mount Murray 

Murray Mouth 

Nine Mile Point 

Parnka 

Pelican Point 

Pelican Islands 

Policemans Point 

83. 

Named after the secretary of the South 

Australian Ornithological Association whose 

efforts helped protect pelicans' breeding 

areas along the Coorong. 

Possibly named after a government 

surveyor. High sand dune on Younghusband 

Peninsula. 

origin as above 

Possibly named after the government 

surveyor, A. Murray. High sand dune on the 

Younghusband Peninsula which was a 

Trigonmetric Reserve. 

Descriptive. Narrow outlet of the River 

Murray to the sea. 

Imperial measurement commonly used locally 

to describe area corresponding along the 

Coorong. 

Descriptive. An Aboriginal word meaning 

'sandy beach' • 

Descriptive. An area abounding in 

pelicans, possibly named by G.F. Angas in 

1844. 

Descriptive. Nesting place of pelicans. 

Varying explanations. Possibly a policeman 

stationed there at an Aboriginal Station. 

(Praite & Tolley) • Several policemen 

camped there before arresting Malachi 

Martin. Association with local policeman 

named Rollison. 



Salt Creek 

Stony Well 

The Wheels 

Teatree Crossing 

Woods Well 

Younghusband Peninsula 

84. 

Descriptive. Name given by G.F. Angas 

describing creek's salty waters although 

Angas under the misconception the creek 

flowed eastward from the Coorong. 

Descriptive. Stone sided well. Stone cut 

locally. 

Describes location where remains of trolley 

wheels used to transport Dora Bassett over 

the Younghusband Peninsula. 

Descriptive. Area vegetated with teatree, 

so named early settlers brewed a form of 

tea. 

Several explanations. Meeting place of 

Burr and Angas in 1844 with an overlander 

Thomas Woods. Possibly named after a 

farmer Joseph l'lood who settled at that 

location in 1890. 

Named after William Younqhusband M.L.C. 

1851-1861 

Compiled from various sources including: 

Baker, R. & M. and Reschke, 1'1. (1977) Coorong Pilot: Lower Murray Lakes 

and Coorong. (Fullers Services Pty. Ltd.: Adelaide) 

Praite, R. and Tolley, J. C. (1970) Place Names of South Australia 

(Rigby: Adelaide) 

Further explanation of Aboriginal names and meanings available from N.B. 

Tindale's maps. Aboriginal Section, Heritage and Conservation Branch, 

Department of Environment and Planning. 
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APPENDIX II 

CHRONOLOGY OF EARLY EUROPEAN SETTLEMENT ALONG THE COORONG 

1800-30 

1802 

1802-39 

1829-30 

1831 

1836 

Dec. 1837 

June 21 1838 

New Year 1838 

Smallpox plague struck most Aboriginal communities in 

south East, possibly decimating 50% of the population 

in some areas. 

The coastline explored by the French Navigator Captain 

Nicolas Baudin. Descrubes Younghusband Peninsula in 

his journal. 

South East Coast visited only by whalers and sealers. 

Murray Mouth e:<plored by Captain Charles Sturt in his 

voyage down the Murray. The Coorong, however, was 

overlooked. 

Captain Collet Barker the first white man to enter the 

Coorong proper. Speared to death "'hile searching for 

the Second River Murray Mouth. 

Coorong did not appear on first map produced of South 

Australia, although more conscientious exploration 

efforts after this time. 

The Coorong waters proper discovered by Strangways and 

Hutchinson. Two unknowns possibly proceeded this 

expedition by a matter of weeks. 

The first written description of the Coorong waterway 

by Captain Gill after being shipwrecked on the brig 

Fanny 20 miles south east of Murray Mouth. 

Captain Blenkinsop (eminent citizen of the colony 

owning a whaling station at Encounter Bay) and Sir 

John Jeffcott, the first Chief Justice of South 

Australia drowned in the northern Coorong. 



1839 

June 1840 

1840 

1840 

1841-2 

June 1842 

1843 

1844 

1844 

1846 

1846-47 

86. 

Charles Bonney overlanded cattle through the South 

East and established a stock route along the South 

Eastern coast between Portland and Adelaide. 

Ship Maria wrecked. Survivors murdered by Aboriginals 

along the Coorong. Two Aboriginals tried and hanged 

by a punitive party led by Major O'Halloran 

Police Inspector Alexander Tolmer nearly shot by 

mistake near Salt Creek 

First survey of the Murray Mouth with official 

soundings by Lieutenant W.J.S. Pullen. 

Economic depression in the Colony. 

George McGrath killed by Aboriginals near to McGrath 

Flat while overlanding cattle to Portland. 

Meningie was established as an outstation of the South 

Australian Company. The town name is believed to be 

an Aboriginal word meaning 'mud'. 

George French Angas accompanied the Governor Sir 

George Grey and Thomas Bull on their exploration trip 

to the South East. Angas compiles detailed 

description of the area and Aboriginal inhabitants. 

Previous to this time the South East coast held in low 

regard. Copper boom brought an influx of population 

to South Australia. 

W. Newland and J. Brown cross Murray Mouth while with 

sheep on way to South East to establish sheep runs. 

Travelling stock reserve proclaimed along the Coorong. 

Police Commissioner Tolmer asked to survey a mail 

route from Adelaide to Mount Gambier and a mail 

service established soon after. 



1846-47 

1847 

1848 

1850 

1851 

1852 

1850s 

1855 

1855-56 

1856 

1857-63 

1858-62 

87. 

John Walker and John Rankine take up an annual licence 

for Coolatoo. Other licences taken up near Parnka. 

First hotel licence for Salt Creek issued to W.A. 

Carter. Several Inns established subsequently along 

Coorong Road. 

Establishment of Wellington Ferry. 

McGrath Flat taken up as a pastoral run. 

Pastoral Leases issued for the South East including 

the Coorong. 

Coorongite discovered near Alf's Flat (near Messent, 

N.P.) by party of gold escort troopers looking for 

stray horses. 

Route along the Coorong Road travelled extensively by 

those heading east to the diggings although a Gold 

Escort Route established north of the Coorong Road. 

Richard Loveday surveyed Sections 21 to 28, Hundred of 

Glyde. Malachi Martin murders start Salt Creek. 

Sir Charles Todd surveys a route along the Coorong for 

the Overland Telegraph Line established soon after. 

Navigation of Coorong by steamer, by Captain Cadell as 

far as Salt Creek. 

Many Chinese headed for diggings in Victoria. Landed 

in South Australia along coast to avoid the poll tax 

imposed in Victoria. Several Chinese possibly settled 

at Chinaman's Well. 

John Barton Hack ran a dairy on the Younghusband 

Peninsula at Parnka. 



1858 

1859 

late 1850s 

1861 

1860s 

1862 

1862 

Dec. 2, 1862 

Sept. 1863 

1863 

1864 

88. 

Township of Kingston established by Cooke brothers, 

Archibald and James. 

George Taplin established the mission and pastoral 

property at Point McLeay in the heart of Jarildekald 

country; known by the Aboriginies as Raukkan. As the 

first European to live with the Ngarrindjeri, his 

published account and observations provide the most 

detailed information of traditional life in the South 

East. 

Rounsvell began mail coach passenger service from 

Adelaide to Mount Gambier. 

Census South East, south of Wellington, Aboriginal 

population 538. 

Royal visitors to the Coorong. 

Expedition to South East by G.W. Goyder (Surveyor 

General) , w. Hanson (Engineer and Arc hi teet) , w. ~!ilne 

(Commissioner of Public Works). Described drain~ge 

problems at Salt Creek. 

woods Well, Section 29 and 39, Hundred of Glyde 

surveyed by R.H. Edwards. 

Malachi Martin's murder trial starts. Convicted of 

murdering Jame Mc~!inamen of Salt Creek. Executed 

December 24th. 

William Allen, Publican, purchased Woods Nell. Thomas 

McCallum, Publican, purchased McGrath Flat. 

Cantara Station purchased by John Gall. 

Drain constructed Tilley swamp to Salt Creek. 



1866 

Mar/June 1866 

1867 

1860s-1870s 

1860s 

1860s 

1980s 

1860s 

1869 

1860-70 

1870 

1870 

1870 

89. 

Surveyor Richard J, Loveday drew navigation charts for 

the Coorong waters in a search of the navigable 

waterway into the South East. 

Cadet William Farquar surveyed the township of 

Meningie, original spelling 'Minningie', meaning 'mud'. 

Alfred Nichols and Robert Gardner surveyed the 

southern part of the Hundred of Baker. 

Meningie Post Office opened. 'Overland Mail'. 

Cobb & Co. takes over Adelaide - Mt. Gambier mail 

coaches. Two - three mails per week along Coorong 

Road. 

Much river and Coorong traffic steamers and sail. 

Signal station on Hindmarsh Island, 1857. 

Kangaroo population plague proportions destroyed as 

vermin, 50,000, 5 years, South East coast. 

Rental of Coorong Crown Land by oil searching 

companies. 

Tilley Swamp owned by James Foot. 

Poor seasons in South East pastoral areas. 

First proposal to dredge the obstacles of the Coorong 

near the Needles. 

Scheduling of Pastoral Leases at Parnka and Coolatoo. 

Major floods in the South East. 

Salt harvesting on salt lakes near Salt Creek. 

South East Drainage Scheme underway. Coorong -

Kingston canal for the outlet of the Murray Valley. 



Nov. 29 1873 

1875-89 

1876 

1876 

1880s 

1880s 

1880-1920 

1881 

1882 

1883 

1886-93 

90. 

Electric Telegraph Station at !4cGrath Flat closed. 

Telegraph opened at Meningie. Meningie main centre 

for northern Coorong. 

Railway construction through South East led to 

discontinuation of coach service. 

Outstation of Raukkin farm (Point McLeay) established 

near the Needles 10 sq. km. House, yards and well 

sunk. Remains of the building still stand today. 

Kingston the major wool outpost in the South East. 

!4ajor drainage schemes commence in the South East. 

The last traditional Aboriginal groups to assimilate 

with Western culture, the Tanganekald, abandoned the 

Coorong for the last time. 

The Ballard family lived and worked the Coorong and 

Islands (Rabbit Island) for rabbits and wattle bark. 

Dukes of Yorke and Clarence pass through Coorong 

area. Travelling by coach, stopped at hotels 

including Coolatoo. 

Year of the first rabbit plague - led to considerable 

decline in sheep numbers. 

John Gall takes over Meningie - Kingston mail run, 

although long established mail coach service through 

the Coorong discontinued forcing hotels at McGrath 

Flat, Wood's Well, Salt Creek, Coolatoo and other 

horse changing stables to close. 

Economic depression in the South East of South 

Australia. 



1887 

1890-1910 

1892 

1892-3 

1890s 

1890s 

1890s 

1890s 

1903 

Mar. 1907 

Apr. 4 1907 

91. 

Railway completed, Adelaide to Melbourne through 

Border town. 

District Council of Meningie established by Act of 

Parliament No. 419. 

Small farms settled on Younghusband Peninsula opposite 

McGrath Flat. 

Australia's first oil well drilled near Salt Creek by 

the Salt Creek Petroleum Co. 

Duck canning factory in the Coorong area. 

Dry season. Depression. Many swagmen along Coorong 

and South East roads looking for handouts. 

Vermin proof wire netting fence constructed from the 

Coorong to Cookes Plains. 

Boat trade lessened in River Murray and surrounding 

area, river and lake complex. 

Tom Kruse (seaman) Milang, said to have got right down 

the Coorong in a high river, in Schooner Punkari while 

bringing back wood from Salt Creek. 

Oil exploration along the Coorong although some survey 

before this time. Wells drilled by the Salt Creek 

Petroleum Co. behind Salt Creek, the first in 

Australia. 

Ben Thomson first person to drive a motor vehicle from 

Adelaide to Melbourne along Coorong. 

George McCoy surveyed the township of Narrung. 

Narrung gazetted as a town. Government purchased 

17,000 acres from 11 Narrung Estate 11 for closer 

settlement. 



1908 

1908 

1909 

Nov. 10 1911 

1915-1927 

1917 

1926 

1930s 

1930s 

1931 

1930s 

1930s 

1940 

1940 

92. 

The first sanctuary protecting birds proclaimed along 

the Coorong. 

Party including Murray Aunger and Bertie Barr-Smith 

made record-breaking history by negotiating the 

Coorong from Meningie to Kingston by motor car. 

Murray Aunger 

record taking 

breaks Adelaide 

22
11 hours. 

2 

to Melbourne speed 

Barquentine Margit wrecked along Coorong Beach. 

Further interest in oil exploration along Coorong and 

other areas to the south east. 

Major floods in the South East. 

Last major proposal to dredge the obstacles of the 

Coorong. 

Discovered that Coastal Disease a result of 

copper-colbalt difficiency in the soil. 

Motorbike speed trials on salt pans in Southern 

Coorong. 

Major floods in the South East. 

"Sporting Macs" at Policeman's Point provides 

accommodation for duck shooting. 

Many Aborigines continued to hunt and fish in the 

Coorong. 

Living memory of traditional Aboriginal culture in the 

area disappears with the death of last initiated males. 

Barrages completed. Tauwitchene closest to the 

Coorong. 



1941 

1944 

1944 

1950 

1956 

1957 

1966 

1973 

Nov. 1973 

93. 

Live mine found on Coorong Beach by Mr. 'Joe' Cameron. 

Shanties at McGrath Flat, Woods Well and Salt Creek 

still inhabited. Those at Chinamans Well, Coolatoo 

and Katalpa in ruins. (Hasling) 

Blackford Drain, Kingston commenced from this time. 

Northern Younghusband Peninsula gaz. a Public 

Recreation Reserve. 

Major floods in the South East. 

New surfaced Princes Highway opened along Coorong. 

Area on Younghusband Peninsula proclaimed a National 

Park. 

Two seminars on the ecology of the Coorong Lagoons. 

Dept. of Adult Education - S.A. Branch, Australian 

Marine Science Association - Field trips. 

Duke of Edinburgh visits Coorong staying at the 

Currawong property of Bob Hawkes. 

Compiled from various sources including: 

Centennary Celebrations Committee Meningie (1966) Chronological 

History of Meningie District (Pub. Auth.: Meningie) 

Luebbers, R. A. (1981) The Coorong Report: An Archae logical Survey of 

the Southern Younghusband Peninsula (Prep. for the Dept. for the 

Environment and Planning) 



Date of 
ecking or 
tranding 

38 
June 

38 
JUSt 

!9 
.e 

4 
tember 

5 
Nov. 

8 

Vessel 

Fanny 

Elizabeth 

Maria 

sophia Jane 

Mariner 

Gazelle 

94. 

APPENDIX III 

SHIPS KNOWN TO BE WRECKED NEAR THE COORONG BEACH 1800-1981 

Voyage Destination 
(where known) 

Hobart -Swan River, 
W.A. 

Adelaide - Launceston 

Adelaide - Hobart 

Local 

Port Phillip -
Adelaide 

Local 

Rig 
Cargo 

Schooner 
(passengers 
general cargo) 

Schooner 

Brigantine 
(27 passengers 
mixed cargo) 

Cutter 

Schooner 

Cutter 

Tons 
(where known) 

New 
Measurement 

52 Tons 

Old 
136 Measurement 
Tonnage 

New 
13 Measurement 
Tonnage 

New 
46 Measurement 
Tonnage 

17 Tons 
New 
Measurement 
Tonnage 

Hull 
Material 

(w/k) 

Wood 

Wood 

Wood 

l~ood 

Wood 

l~ood 

Place 

Lacepede 
Bay 

Rivoli 
Bay 

Lacepede 
Bay 

Coorong 

Coorong 

8 miles 
north of 
Salt 
Creek 

Survivors : Salvage 
(where known) 

Survivors walked the 
Coorong to Goolwa. 
Helped by Aborigines. 

Survivors joined party 
from Fanny. 
Boat salvaged and 
refitted. 

All survived shipwreck. 
Murdered along Coorong 
by Aborigines. 

No trace of boat or 
crew. 

All passengers and 
crew survived. See 
Rob's wreck Column 



Date of 
wrecking or 

Stranding 

1854 
19th Aug. 

1856 
19th July 

1857 
14th Nov. 

1859 

1874 
August 

1901 

Vessel 

Mozambique 

Sir William 
Forster 

Halcyon 

Melbourne 

Adelaide 

Elsie 
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SHIPS KNOWN TO BE WRECKED ON THE COORONG BEACH 1800-1981 

Voyage Destination 
(where known) 

London calling 
Melbourne 

Headed Port Elliot 

River Murray - Goolwa 

Kingston - Port 
Adelaide 

Rig 
Cargo 

Ship (coal) 
24 passengers 
22 crew 

Barge 

Brig 

Paddle Steamer 
(wool) 

Ketch 
(potatoes) 

Ketch 
(preserved 
rabbits ground 
bark) 

~ 
(where known) 

Old 
399 Measurement 
Tonnage 

New 
192 Measurement 
Tonnage 

153 Gross 
Tonnage 

63 registered 
Tonnage 

73 tons 
lengthened in 
1891 - 84 tons 

Hull 
Material 

(w/k) 

Wood 

Nood 

Iron 

Place ---

Coorong 

Stranded 
Coorong 
Beach 

6 miles 
from the 
Murray 
Mouth 

Murray 
Mouth 
Point 
Pullen 

Coorong 

Coorong 
Beach 

Survivors : Salvage 
(where kn01m) 

All on board survive< 
shipwreck. Elderly 
man died on journey 
back to Goolwa. 

Refloated. 

All on board reached 
safety 

Nool recovered. 
Crew reached safety. 

Mate drowned swimming 
to shore with the 
line. Remainder of 
crew reached safety. 

Mast located Meningie 
school 



of 

~ 
ling 

,v. 

b. 

Vessel 

Margit 

Gem 

Dora Bassett 

Lincoln Star 

Moree 
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SHIPS KNOWN TO BE WRECKED ON THE COORONG BEACH 1800-1981 

Voyage Destination 
(where known) 

Victor Harbor -
United Kingdom 

Sailed from Kingscote 

Beachport - Goolwa 

Sydney - Whyalla 

Rig 
Cargo 

Barque 
(wheat) 

Fishing Cutter 

Sailing boat 

Tuna boat 

Tug 

Tons 
(where' known) 

1241 gross 
tonnage 

40 feet approx. 

Hull 
Material 

(w/k) 

Steel 

Iron or 
Steel 

Place 

wrecked 
Coorong 
Beach 

washed up 
on Coorong 
Beach 

Stranded 
Coorong 
Beach 

Foundered 
at sea. 
wreckage 
found 
Coorong 
Beach 

Ran 
aground 
Coorong 

Survivors : Salvage 
(where known) 

34 miles north of 
Kingston. In attempting 
salvage, two killed. 

Salvaged. Towed over 
Younghusband Peninsula 
and sailed down Coorong 
waters. 

Five crew members 
unaccounted for. 

Salvaged, 19th September 
Taken overland to Lake 
Alexandrina. Still in 
use Whyalla. 
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SHIPS KNOWN TO BE WRECKED ON THE COORONG BEACH 1800-1981 

Date of 
Wreckin9 or 
Strand in!! 

Winter 
1977 

1981 
'.ugust 

Vessel 

The Mistre 11 

Flying 
Scotsman 

Voyage Destination 
(where known) 

Sydney - Port 
Adelaide 

From Victor Harbor 

lote: Compiles from secondary sources. 
This list is not comprehensive. 

Rig 
Carqo 

Cutter 

Catamaran 

·~ 
(where known) 

36 feet 

52 feet 
approx. 

Hull 
Material 

(w/k) 

Place ---

Ran 
aground 
Coorong 

Survivors : Salvage 
(where known) 

One person drowned ofJ 
Cape Jaffa. Cut up 
with chain saw, enqin€ 
removed. 

Broke up. 
Illegally stripped 
of valuables. 
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APPENDIX IV 

FROM: WRECKS ON THE SOUTH COAST OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA by J.K. Loney (1975) 

Glossary 

Barque 

Brig 

Brigantine 

Cutter 

Ketch 

Schooner 

Ship 

A three or four masted vessel with fore and aft 

sales on the mizen mast. 

A two masted vessel with square sails on each 

mast also afore and aft staysails and jibs. 

Two masted vessel with foremast square rigged and 

mainmast fore and aft rigged. 

A small vessel with one mast, usually of narrow 

beam and deep draught. 

Two masted vessel with a high forward mast. 

A vessel with fore and aft sails. 

A vessel with three masts each carrying square 

sails. 

Lighthouses, lifeboats and rocket crews maintained a constant vigil along 

the stormy south coast for many decades, but now with the development of 

ships and electronic equipment, much of their work has become redundant. 

Major Lighthouses 

Cape Jaffa Built 1872. It was dismantled in 1973 when many 

of its functions were replaced by an automatic 

light at Robe (visible 24 km). 
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Cape Banks Built 1882. 

Cape Northumberland Built 1859. Rebuilt 1882. 

Cape Jervis Built 1871. 

Cape Willoughby Kangaroo Island. Built 1851. (visible 35.4 km). 



Source: 
~ 4 ___ ....., nn"l U'l;;l U.IIU lt:l.l ILJUI..IUfl :::,iLI:~o 

Marsden, S. and Dallwitz, J. 
(Dept. of Environment and Planning) Summary Report, Identification 
of Sites •• (l979/80) 
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APPENDIX VI 

Description of the hazards of the Coorong by Richard J. Loveday 

s.A. Parliamentary Paper 1866/7, No. 180. 

'• 
' 

SOU'l'll AUS1'RAUA. 

NAVlGA'rJON UF 

(No. 1801. 

\ 
iOORO.\T, t '(, .L'Ilt 

REl'UltT luccomp•nictl by Plnn, ,!wwing (}"' f:i0U.NDI1'1GN, ClLI.:'iXEL, &<'.,) ,,f nll. 
c•xuminution of tho COl illO~G, tm<lt•rtu)((<n in cowpli..111 .• with (t'!'lliil oi' 
ADDRESS, l\o .• ;, :lnl Oetobcr, .WliU. 

Sun·eyor Ucncral'u Oilicc, Add:ddt~, 5th lh"!t'Cmbcr, 180G. 
f'lr-I hnvo: tho honor to forward h'·rl!with a plau, 11nd ('t>py of u rt'jWtt, n•cciv1.•d ft·om 1Hr. 

l..aH,lay, whu, in r,ccotdanro with a rusolution of tho 1Iuu•;u of Atiscmhl.!·~ wns deputed to tnho 
1ho f,ountling<~, nntl report gcncrnlly, on tho Co~r~mg. 

t mny odd, tho.t to ntriYe nt tho minimum tkpth of water in tlry r;~nnon:,, I cou:.J.l that 
eigh:rcu inel;cs moy ::mfcly be struck nif tho uounding:; gi\·on on the dnu!. 

I !.n\'C 1 &c .• 
U, \V. 00\' /JEH, Hurrcyor·UCJH.:tnl. 

AoldP.iJ '-ith nu'o lnht-r, 1St.i6. ~ 
Si1- 1 han· thv htluor to inform )'ottlhnt, ln \'(•.<.inlinccc> 'l'iilh your inl<lnldivna nf tiw 17th (ktuLt.r Jrw~ I 

fli0< ,~i .'; ·I t.• the C1wr(·n~1 f\ll' 1 '1~ l'llljlOSu of tulling iho r.vmH.l.i.lgl'l, nnd rr·p •rli.1g gtncr.11ly thc:u)ll.. ~ oppcntl 
l.•'!"' Ti'ilb II ,Jwtth, !lh0~ tUg tho thffl'!"t nt J•.ll (s 'II !hrl (\,JfMJH~. Wli\! lt tho tlcpt!J d,ICil llt·L PJ.lf'll 1\\0 IC!·l 3!% t~1 d,CII, w ... • \ 

I h. ret ol,strue~hu ouUri brtwr•L•UlJoJU.'t 'J~ati·)rl nnd 1\·litft'il l'dt1t, hho•rc tilcrt' i>l til• cwn bnr uf I: •. ,.:tc.nc' ~. ''"• .. ~ 
tl!~oi ·.\:~. '' it!.J sOo!Udinp.o~ of two f~·l·t Iii.'\ ln•·l•d; in lhn )iH.~· r1t Lvnt c!Jrtnncl (:d·:Ht~ l1 df .tlot\1,· i11 hngtl1), f1om thw 
J ,~:C t" Liou "Xt(dk,;," ''" r..: is n p;ooJ ck~tm..:l, with ft.:m. n ... ~ to d.t,l:t f(.'\ l u£ l'.';lkr-t:··JI(_r:l!/y 1l.b:);Jt i.ight feel, 
J\t tL-' '' :\0~·.11, >," n I('Ci lU!l:> ncrm.~ tl1t' 1kt rc~>t tmrt of tho· Co:Jr.m1; (whd: lJ t:~('d nl j•ll.'~('nt o;; a );w,\t p:~g:;ag-u) 
'' ''iJ·O- c.l uf st.n.d~tunC'. stn-u:,:ly iul]>rPE;J~~l .. :tl with limo, ~:>rl t'O•iC'WJ ~Yitlt u 1 hin ~lldl t,f liml~!•Jn;'J n l1kL iii ''iCI'; 
H•ft, (,L .\ W( uJ,! \Jo! ~·a,dy n tl!IJYCJ {toJ'l'O:lll'li h£n'll Jth}, Ill fnct, 1 llc!IC\'0 !I I'•·IJ:;:d{ rD.'bl1 port\ Ill !••l:l O.]tr flt])' JH'Cil 
l::t•lo ;_,.,: .\·,n,y by k·\llil :>tdhill<; ngnild it, uo tl•l' ('Lunucl i!i Hry mold! wiJcr t!Jull wht•ll 1 JlihJt J llnvugh lt flllf,JO 
·;~·:'! ,: :t:•• .. ~ .• 
• _.\;,,..,,; ••nc· milo r,oiltl:·e,,·.t nf ti;l' ~< Nc£~ks," tla;~ ~-c n mu~l fbi, r,hout Jlfty d,n.ir~iJ in lt:nt:t!l1 wHh s~undill,I:;J 

·1; u•c {,,.,\ t·!~o''\'!lll't:hv:l til two lt•d [<'Ill' mc!H'l!. il ''I mud ls roy L·•ft, C(J\Crtd wilh il. tlun !11\'Pr nf ~>dt; thi1; 
'. ,Jd k.· e:Pily rcmoted, !'I.S thl' hP•tt-; pns!itlJ; o; 1.f it l1J; 11 dL'<'J>l'll<'tl it ~OIJIIJ l \\ o ('r thr.~c indwn. l•'rom thi' ;•oint, 
thol' i>' n i't 1 n r ;~,,a eh.1ttn0l until ~!dJratlt'~ flnt is rcn('L,••l. This d,anr:1•l irl Jd;',lllt tbt'd y·OnoJ d11•ins iu lcn1{tt., with 
f,qw.Jttl.',• td tfa: l't'>lll1• timu uf two ft•('tj !ld~ nlm ill t'L>l11J•o,·•·J ofn ~>nl!. ra11Jdy Lo:.tui.t, with <l thiu hy<'r uf :~ilt, r.n.l 

-~~~~;~·tJ .. -~-;:~1;.,! t .•me lWv 01 .i ..... ;nclH·s. Ly bt;:l3 j'!lflt.ing (/Vt•r it. l-'Ntn thr·JI~ (', dwr:· b .a l'rc·tty cuu:J. dJ,lllno}~ until 
•· J1:un· r~LtJ<l" l~ 1 .. 1 ~-~ed, nlteru the:l'Y~ni!Ji<l(/rltltl~ !lnt1 o~ nbout t~n or tw~ne dnun1w_ ('ng:h, \~'!l.t ~\lndwgs vf 
ii(•Jll t\,v fed t\I'O illt·hcs w twl1 fn t tii.t incL;;-s; th111 ohJ lll ':!.~ft 1 '.1 l:ll u tl:m /nJt r yf r.lt,_ r11.1d llkcwl~C r_ltq,r·u?tl 
J. 1· k"l!tl 1 ,, 1 ·~ln~~ or1 1 il. J-'n•n· thi~, thc\'!'J iu lk"!J WH!GI' to tho" tht,'ll/' \d:' tH n tl•,I:Ll•' rG'.'I o/ M•ft hfl.l•dy hr:r•·.-ton,J· 
r:u 1,; :-,, t 1·:· tht' ·~bllt 1 ul'l, Mil !ht•!·t• i..; ~t pu;cnt frolh.t\1'0 fi·('t~i:\. ~:ll:Ld to tinct; f,·ct ,,fv. ;'..lr;r \1 h;1.0 J,c~V t'!OJS, Y1

1
:ith · 

1''lll j,. l"'tl1 Uilli•·nH nntl dnJ'gdvU.~. but cQuhl, c. tully l1~ lt·).~ldluJ !,~ r~·movlmj li.!C> f!t'lll' 1 \l~lf 1 ·1; Jll.l"fJ~)' to<ll~ lh<'O 
: 1 , ,:··· ,;, j'1nr•1 tl: 111 th• r<' J1, n. f~d·i c!wunP. \.J n Jll•tld 1 uuut 1•11!: n,;!!• ~,,11111·< 1·! ~·I H.~_, k 1J '•··1 ''halwn. Hero 
tfw•~_ •, <"~ •• :}1rr !Jlltd ria~, timilnr to that nt ~lt.O:r~~th't: l'J,lf., tlh·n•Hnr; ;,b()Ut tc·u ('h:l!fiJ; \1 .1:ll a 'h'l'th c,l Jr&tll h'IO 

\ 
' 

! , tin_· .• r,(t, 'f!H ... !;1r ,t .li.i!J.U\<.c of abo.~ul two lnilc~1 .ti•~-IC 1·1 r.toic•l;,~ly r;:r·tl cbn;~nj:'•. ,,L;·'\/tU(,:lar_~.m:Jlt 1u1•J 
\\.•.\ j, :ud II ilh, ,1 ni 1 :::."'n:d:r:g~ of f:om thrco to four Ju·! j ttnd (rnm tlvs l·I}J!<t hr lr•;••d u \\d • .:, n•t•l \:, ' tl.P::.r~ 
\n ~ .• )! ('rl'tk, tb·.~· 1• i~ a go:,J rh:~:l!'lt") 1 •.dth llnl'rHliJ··'I<'<; trf fwm six to twelve: !:t !. 1./w dl'~Jl W1tkr <'f'~l'lnu<;; ft,\ 
:.! ... u! t,t.• rwtl .L·h1df lllik::~ whl!fl! i· rtrr.tlu~-.!1.; rJ, \\.~ tu t!nJ (hill!trJJfl1\'u WtllDJ whf•rt! l<J!'!~ i~ ll rhvtt thtnnc .. 
)\ith! 10n1 l\n}!(l[<)lll·li.,1to'rwatt: FH.mtht:l pilmtit l>]L,tllowr, lllt"II·idlytl~:t! in llj!IJ:ri'·~(:furriln iti·, 1 : 
\~"d ; 1 , t, 1 ; Ju·p. l!!nVHJiugly tJJ,l!Ji,;Lt il uac.:h•!,J :" j•ll'<~tul (lfl)' 1unhrr, (,u 1 rdurncd I • ,\d~·hl,a(.' ~nth l1.y pn;ty 

l hnn·, &c , 
a. T,·. o.~)t1ct; T:~;'h Sun\'Y·'r·Gtmtul. !UCIIf,, J. r.orr.u,\Y, f.:uJrt;;r;r. 
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