
































































































































































































































































































Early settler's two roomed cottage showing clearance of surrounding woodlands 
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Pioneer German family outside their slab sided cottage 
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A German \1aggon - a square framed unsprung cart 



A Wattle-bark Stripper 
- a local invention which 
stripped the branches quickly 
and efficiently. 

Wheat growing was one of Hahndorf's 
earliest 'cash crops'. In 1842 
Nixon built this Windmill on the 
Mt. Barker Road. 
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Another key farming activity was sheep rearing. 
Germans, men and women, were regarded as the 
best shearers in the State 

138 

Bringing in the wool clip. A 19th century scene outside 
\vittwer's Mill in the Main Street 

---------------------------------------------- - -----------



Hahndorf's location soon made it an important service centre. Within a year of settlement the Union 
Hotel had opened its doors. (Sketch on front cover) In 1880 the license was transferred across the 
street to a new Union Hotel. (the present-day Hahndorf Inn) 
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The New Institute Hall built in 1893 
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The Hahndorf Academy begun in 1857 
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CHAPTER 4 HAHNDORF IN THE 19TH CENTURY: 
DEVELOPMENT & DAI LY LI FE 

PART 2 
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DAILY LIFE 

"The Pastor's word was law ... "33 
This attitude of acceptance and obedience to 
Pastor Kave], in matters both spiritual and tem­
poral, enabled the colonists of Hahndorf to sur­
vive and consolidate during the critical first 
few years of settlement. It was a traditional, 
necessary and cohesive force in the community. 
But with the advent of a new group of immigrants, 
with their own strong and righteous religious 
leader, Pastor Gotthard Fritzsche, who came to 
disagree violently with Kave] over many matters, 
the Germans' customary acknowledgement of their 
pastor's daily guidance and good judgement 
plunged Hahndorf into prolonged internal wrang-
1 i ng. 

In most cases, loyalty to one's own pastor pre­
vailed, and the colonists again, as they had all 
previously done in Germany, disassociated them­
selves from an opposing school of Lutheranism, 
this time at a formal meeting of the Church 
Synod at Bethany in 1846. The two new churches 
were the United Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Australia, (led by Kave!), and the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Australia, (led by Fritzsche); 
moreover, religious fervour was such that, as 
the century advanced, six s~parate synods devel­
oped throughout Australia,34 with many and 
varied dissenting congregations building

3
5heir 

own churches within sight of each other. 

33. Johann Liebe 1 t. See p. l 1G for fu 11 quotation. 
34 Borrie, op.cit. p. 195. 

35 As at Light Pass and Nain, in the Barossa 
Valley. 

In Hahndorf, legal proceedings were necessary to 
determine the ownership of church property, with 
St. Michael's Church eventually ceded to Pastor 
Fritzsche's congregation. Many of Pastor Kave] 's 
flock left Hahndorf to found Nain and Gruenberg 
in the Barossa Valley where they were nearer his 
base at Langmeil. His remaining adherents built 
St. Paul's church at the southern end of the 
village, as far away as was possible from the other 
church. In the late 1880's, old St. Paul's was 
superseded by the construction of a new St. Paul's, 
an imposing structure that well symbolized the 
strong faith (and separate identity) of its wor­
shippers. 

Thus Hahndorf spread out along the Main Street, 
both in a physical sense with its new buildings, 
and in its religious and social life, with two 
spheres of dominance at either end of the street 
settlement. Far from weakening the influence of 
the church as a factor in keeping alive Deutschtum 
- the German language and culture - these internal 
squabbles and resultant splits helped keep alive 
allegience to its various branches.36 And with this 
deep support, the churches exerted a dominating in­
fluence on education, political leanings and com­
munity events. 

Education was an immediate priority with an open air 
school starting lessons from the first days of set­
tlement in 1839. While at first continuing to 
teach only the rudiments of reading, writing and 
arithmetic, with the major emphasis on religious 
studies, as had been the case in their home land, 
the quality of schooling rapidly improved, especi~lly 

36 See Borrie, op. cit. pp 195-196. 
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with the opening of the Hahndorf Academy in 1857. 
An institute of higher learning, it gained an 
enviable reputation (with occasional fluctuations 
in fortune) throughout the rest of the century.37 
The size of the Academy building, sited promin­
ently on Main Street, with the Lutheran Primary 
School alongside, point to the importance placed 
upon education during those years. Predictably, 
education too, was not free from dispute, with 
teacher W. Strempel disagreeing with his brother, 
Pastor Strempel, and opening a public school in 
a Main Street residence in 1876. As a government 
institution it did not offer religious instruction, 
which was probably the bone of contention between 
the two brothers. W. Strempel probably preferred, 
also, to be paid by the State on a regular basis. 

This episode raises the significant point that 
not all "Hahndorfers" were German and devoutly 
Lutheran. The influence of the majority set 
the tone for the minority and the newcomers. 
Firstly, in the many years before adequate 
state schools, German children in areas of group 
settlement could only acquire their education in 
a German Lutheran School, as in Hahndorf, the 
Barossa Valley and parts further north. Secondly, 
although later immigrants were motivated more by 
economic than religious considerations, the 
evangelicalism of the original Lutheran settle­
ments quickly influenced both newcomers to 

37 The Academy provided a sound English and 
German education to both English and German 
students, and the English students' religious 
requirements were a factor leading to the 
building in 1886 of St. Paul's Anglican 
Church in English Street. 
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established country towns and newly formed group 
settlements. Thirdly, most of the German population 
were among the first landowners, usually stalwart 
supporters of the church, who could define the 
social and cultural life of the community. Later 
arrivals and dissidents encountered a flourishing 
religious and traditionally German life style 
which they could embrace, remain separate from, 
but be overshadowed, or reject and depart. Thus 
for these reasons Lutheranism, through its churches, 
schools and social power, was the basic force that 
created and continued the essentially German 
character of Hahndorf. 

There were other institutions and customs, however, 
that reinforced and were reinforced by the church's 
concept of national traditions. The secular German 
language press responded to and fostered a continuing 
interest in German ideas and ideals. Essentially 
commercial ventures, weekly papers such as the 
Sudaustralische Zeitung, the Tanunda Deutsche Zeitung 
and the Australische Zeitung 38 concerned themselves 
with a passionate interest in the fate of the German 
states and with the economic and social growth of 
their adopted country. In an editorial on the 1st 
of June, 1866, the Tanunda Deutsche Zeitung, 
commenting on the threat of war between Prussia 
and Austria, addressed its readers: 

38 The South Australian Newspaper, the Tanunda 
German Newspaper, and the Australian Newspaper 
respectively. 



"Thank God that you are here! Offer your 
loyalty and love to the country which 
received you hosQitably and offers you a 
tranquil home.'' 39 

Much of the space was given to local educational 
reports and church news, and to the activities 
of German clubs and societies like the Lieder­
tafel (singing group), King's prize shoots, 
amateur theatricals, bands and athletic 
meetings. These societies, with their meetings, 
social gatherings and community festivals, 
contributed significantly to the creation and 
maintenance of a familiar German atmosphere 
in Hahndorf. Various small town bands also 
flourished during the latter part of the 
century, with a Hahndorf Brass Band featuring 
prominently at the Arbor Day celebration of 
1890. 

The Mount Barker Courier reported: 

·~t 11 o'clock the Hahndorf Brass Band -
which kindly gave their valuable services 
gratuitously and used the new Higham 
instruments lately purchased - played 
on the balcony of the Hahndorf College •... 
the children marched four abreast behind 
the band •.... at the oval pine trees were 

39 Tanunda Deutsche Ze i tung , 1/6/1866 - in 
Barrie, op. cit. p.201. 

planted by the children .... Dr. Muecke addressed 
the children in German .... Mr. Byard addressed 
the assembly in English .... the Band played "TUe 
Watch on the Rhine" and "God Save the Queen." 0 

This account illustrates not only the role of music 
and musicians within the community but also the 
ingenious and heart-felt dual allegience to Germany 
and Australia, and the use of the German language 
which was still the familiar home speech in 1890. 
Church choirs and song groups also proliferated, 
coming into their own on Sundays and at festival 
time. 

However, it was in their private, domestic life 
that the settlers most retained those customs and 
cultural idiosyncrasies so conditioned by their 
German background. A major reason for this lies 
in the extremely high ratio of female to male 
immigrants, indicating the strength of family 
migration to the colony.41 Whilst single men 
tended to disperse amongst the Adelaide population, 
families usually established group settlements or 
moved into such areas, of which one of the most 
attractive as well as the oldest was Hahndorf. 

40 The Mount Barker Courier, 22/8/1890 in E.A. 
Wittwer, Hahndorf Town Band 1926-1976 (1976) 
p. 3. 

41 See Table 1, page 146 which gives details of the 
period of residence of German born surviving 
at the date of the census of 1861, as well as 
the ratios of male to female emigrants from 
1836 to 1861. 
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TABLE 1 

GERMAN-BORN SURVIVING IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

IN 1861, BY DURATION OF RESIDENCE 

Year of Entry Females 
to South Males Females Total per 100 
Australia Males 

1836 - 1840 245 226 471 92.2 

1.841 - 1845 317 265 582 83.6 

1846 - 1850 1,641 1,389 3,030 84.6 

1851 - 1855 1,369 1,047 2,416 76.5 

1856 - 1860 1,191 990 2,181 83.1 

1861 43 37 80 86.0 

Unspecified 73 30 103 41.1 

1861 Total 4,879 3,984 8,863 81. 6 

From Barrie, Italians and Germans in Australia 
(Sydney, 1954) p. 159. 

And up to 1876, the ratio of females to males 
was around a high 75%. 

Ibid. p. 161 

146 

Family life was, throughout the last century and 
on into the present one, an enduring bastion of 
German traditions - in attitudes, dress, food and 
amusements. Memories of these things are the most 
strongly recalled by descendants of the original 
Hahndorfers. From recent interviews with several 
of the oldest residents of German descent, a 
general picture of family life at this time clearly 
emerges. 

The father was definitely the head of the family 
who made all the major decisions. "His word was 
law", 42 and "he was the one who gave permission if 
you wanted to go out." The Lutheran faith was not 
only preached but practised, with parents be! ieving 
that "it was a God-given duty to look after and 
reprimand their children." The children were 
brought up in the Lutheran faith "right from the 
word go - we always had the fear of the Lord - that 
stirs up your conscience - once it's there, it 
stays." Grace was always said before meals, and 
sometimes after as well, with the father then 
reading aloud from a Devotional book in the 
evening. Devotions read after breakfast would 
"bring in your daily protection and blessings for 
the day, Lords Prayer, benediction and return 
thanks." 

42 All quotations, unless stated otherwise, are 
directly taken from transcripts of interviews 
with residents by A. Marsden, March to 
December, 1 978. 



The whole family attended church on Sunday 
mornings, with the children often returning for 
Sunday School for two hours in the afternoon. 
Religious events were celebrated without fail: 
the austerity of Lent, the lolly eggs of Easter, 
and the children practising hymns for Christmas 
which they would sing in the church on Christmas 
Eve before receiving surprise packets of sweets. 
Baptism (with four sponsors for the child), 
confirmation and marriage were all important 
milestones which were duly celebrated at church, 
and with a feast at home. In the evening 
Christian songs and folk songs were sung at 
home around the piano in the parlour or to a 
piano accordian, and parents would read stories, 
both English and German and in both languages, 
which were "al 1 with good morals to train us so 
that we would do I ikewise. No si I ly nonsense." 

Children either went to the Lutheran Primary 
School, next to the Academy, or to the State 
School, attending German class beforehand. 
Teachers kept strict discipline and homework 
was set each night, which was usually supervised 
by the mother. Schools also had their own 
cycles of celebrations, such as Arbor Day, 
Empire Day and the school picnic which extended 
to the families and the township as a whole. 
Community events formed the third cycle of 
celebrations in a year, with King's rifle 
shoots, youth concerts and band performances. 
Funerals and weddings, with feather picking 
parties and tin-kettl ings, were also perceived 
as occasions for community participation. 

The Federschleissen (feather picking) was a 
happy social occasion when the female friends 
and relatives of the betrothed couple gathered 
to pick goosefeathers for the couple's mattress 
and quilts. Songs, drink and slabs of German 
cake made the rounds amidst the flurry of feathers. 
More boisterous still was the tin-kettling when 
the just married couple were assailed with a 
cacophony of sound, which only ceased when food 
and drink appeared and energy ran out. Finally 
of course, families usually with their babies and 
children, regularly visited their relatives and 
friends, neighbours and local shops, creating 
in Hahndorf an intricate pattern of social 
interaction where nearly everyone knew nearly 
everyone e 1 se. 

"We used to look forward to the weekends ... 
with a lot of cooking and baking and giving 
visitors afternoon tea and tea and that." 

These inter-relationships extended out to 
neighbouring German settlements, to relatives in 
Lobethal and Birdwood (formerly Blumberg) and 
over to the Barossa Va 11 ey as we 11. 

There was week day clothing and "Sunday clothes" 
which were usually taken off immediately after 
returning home from church. Almost all the 
clothing was made by the mother, with material 
bought from the local draper. Girls wore pina­
fores to school, and floral and striped cotton 
dresses with embroidery to church. Boys wore 
blouses down to the waist, short knickers to 
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just below the knees, long stockings and sturdy 
boots. For church they wore grey knickers and 
blouses till they reached fifteen or sixteen years, 
when they proudly changed over to long grey 
trousers. The women usually bustled around in 
voluminous aprons, dressing up in dark dresses 
down to the ankles and a piece of jewellery, and 
the men lived in their strong, home-made working 
moleskins, bringing out their grey and black 
suits, watch chains and sober hats for the 
important weekly church attendance. 

The duties and status of each member of the family 
were clearly defined. Father invariably sat at the 
head of the table in the kitchen, with mother 
either at his side, or facing him at the other 
end. The children were often segregated by sex 
(as at church) on forms each side of the long table 
and ranked according to age. In the larger 
families, the boys slept in lean-to's at the back 
of the house while the girls shared a second bed­
room near their parents. Hard work was the norm, 
with children expected to do their share. 

"I had to get the cows and feed the fowls, 
get the wood in, help pick vegetables, 
do whatever needed to be done." 

The traditional division of labour between the 
sexes was extended to the children's jobs, with 
the girls usually working with mother inside the 
house, helping cook and clean, and the boys 
labouring outside. Gardening was a major chore, 
for it provided the family with much of their 
food, as well as herbs and spices for home-made 
medicines. 

148 

One of the mos.t obvious and persistent character­
istics of a culture is its food, and in Hahndorf 
different climatic conditions, new foodstuffs and 
increasing prosperity augmented rather than ousted 
their traditional sources of food. Each family had 
its pigs and cow, fruit trees, vegetable patch, 
potato plot and fowl yard. The pigs were killed 
each winter and ricewurst (pork scraps and rice), 
leberwurst (pig liver) and metwurst (pork and beef) 
were made by grinding the meat through a mincer, 
adding saltpetre and spices and smoking the 
finished wursts in the smokehouse. Cucumbers, beans 
and cabbages were pickled in brine and stored in 
cellars or attics. Each family made its own butter, 
and put cream in front of the fire to sour and 
turn into cottage cheese. Surplus eggs, dairy 
products, wursts and vegetables were sold to grocers 
in Adelaide. And on Saturdays, the bake-oven was 
fired up, and the whole week's supply of bread and 
cake was cooked.43 Apple and plum puddings, honey 
biscuits, beer cake, apple streusel, potato cake, 
rye bread and wheat bread were baked in vast 
quantities, and shared by family and friends.44 

Thus the families and the community of Hahndorf 
cherished and maintained their own ways of living, 
adapting where necessary and advantageous, but 
enjoying the freedom to retain their essential 
Germanness. Perhaps this process is best 

43 See ch. 5 for specific descriptions of how a 
bake-oven worked. 

44 See Appendix D for several recipes that have 
been handed down from mother to daughter. 



illustrated by their use of the English and German 
speech. 

At school, the curriculum set out the course of 
studies for religion, reading (from Luther's 
Bible), writing and singing in German, with the 
other subjects - arithmetic

4 
geography, history 

etc. - detailed in English. 5 In this way the 
German language, customs, songs and hymns were 
passed on to the young, who also gained a 
practical use of English and a working knowledge 
of South Australia. 

Fluent German was spoken in the home and church, 
about family 1 ife, the community, and religious 
affairs. Loanwords from English were integrated 
into German to cope with such topics as farming 
and the Australian landscape. English was 
used in talking about subjects outside these 
domains: business, industry, transport.4 6 

45 Course of Instruction for the German-English 
Lutheran Schools in South Australia, 1892. 

The German language expressed the old life, 
the home 1 ife, and English the new life and the 
outside world. This dichotomy between their 
public and private lives was, however, one of 
the factors leading to the frightening mis­
understanding of and hostility towards the 
Germans' descendants at Hahndorf in the Boer 
War, and ultimately their persecution during 
the First World War. 

46 Clyne, M.C. "Decay, Preservation and Renewal: 
Notes on Some Southern Australian German 
Settlements." In A.U.M.L.A. No. 29, May, 
1968, p.36 
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Black clothes were worn for best, for celebrations, weddings, 
and fune ra 1 s 



'Baking was often a 
weekly affair, usually 
on Saturdays'. 

The outside bake-oven 
House No. 2. Paechtown. 
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CHAPTER 5 HAHNDORF IN THE 19TH CENTURY: 
HOUSE FORM & CONSTRUCTION 

PART 1 
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PLAN TYPES AND SPATIAL ORGANISATION 

Fortunately, some primitive colonial structures 
have remained, so that we are able to gain an 
insight into early houseforms, the various 
construction techniques employed and the ways in 
which they were used by the occupants. With the 
tangible evidence, plus contemporary descriptions 
by early visitors such as Hallack in 1892, 
supplemented by Sir Hans Heysen 's dra,Jings, a broad 
appraisal of Hahndorf's architectural evolution can 
be made. From humble beginnings in 1839 to its 
architectural peak in the eighteen fifties, a true 
Hahndorf style emerged which remained unequalled 
anywhere in Australia. 

As soon as the Germans arrived, they, like their 
fellow English colonists, had to improvise, making 
do with whatever materials were available. Timber 
from their packing cases, stones, mud, branches and 
grass were common building materials with which 
their first rude dwellings were constructed. 

The small structure behind Hennig's house in 
Victoria Street (old section No. 11) is a good 
example of an early single roomed hut. Although 
its occupiers were blessed with a brick chimney and 
attached brick bake-oven, similar buildings, 
perhaps two-roomed and without chimneys, were 
probably used by the colonists. 1 

Simple hearth-houses, that is, single roomed 

The sooty underside of the roof shingles 
suggests either that smoking was done in the 
attic space or the flues were later additions. 

dwellings without a chimney, were not uncommon in 
Europe. Barley points out that these were called 
'fore' or 'fire' houses and were in general use in 
northern England until the late 17th century.2 
Their drawbacks, however, may be discerned from a 
description made in 1833 of a house near Bremen, by 
Frederick Steines. "The hearth was in the spacious 
middle room of the house and since they have no 
chimneys the smoke of the burning turf permeates 
the entire house and finds its way through the 
great door on which account everything in the 
house, the people included, looked black".3 

The ancient saxon tradition whereby man, animals 
and goods were all housed under one roof, - common 
even in twentieth century Mecklenburg, proved to be 
a rare combination. The barn on section 3833 Hd. 
Onkaparinga is the only house-barn that we have 
come across, but it must be pointed out that there 
were two distinct building stages, the barn being 
the first.* 

A common house plan which appears both at Hahndorf 
and in the Barossa Valley is the through passage 
hall plan, usually with cooking arrangements Flur 
l<uchen haus. Thiele's cottage, 102 Main Stree;:;­
Hahndorf is a good example of this plan type as 
well as the Paechtown farmhouses. 

A closed passage plan similar to plan Con page 43. 

2 Barley, M.W. The English Farmhouse and Cottage 
3 In Van Ravenswaay The Arts and Architecture of 

German Settlements in Missouri p. 156 
* See page 189. 
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is often found in Hahndorf. These two roomed 
farmhouses with central cooking hearths and back-up 
bedroom fireplaces were located end-on to the 
street and to one side of the narrow fronted 
allotments Hufen . They were set wel 1 back from 
the street alignment probably to allow for a front 
garden (see page 111). 

Three complete cottages have been identified. No. 
34 Main Street, Hahndorf is still very complete. 
Hidden behind its yew hedge it has a stone paved 
yard and well. The later extensions are clearly 
indicated. No. 79 Main Street, Hahndorf has a 
complete two roomed cottage located behind the new 
house. This is similar to"No. 13 Victoria Street 
with a small end room acting as a ground level 
cellar. There still remains the outside bakeoven. 
Behind Haebich's half-timbered house (75 Main 
Street) is another two roomed cottage which is now 
incorporated into the larger complex. 

Although we have located a number of black kitchen 
houses in the Barossa Valley (the Kei 1 house in 
Bethany and the Schmidt house in Light Pass are 
excellent examples) no black kitchens in the true 
sense of the meaning were found at Hahndorf. 
Instead meat was smoked in the large fireplaces or 
in detached smokehouses. 

The cooking hall was not only used for preparing 
the family meals but also for cooking and curing 
the pork products for which the German settlers 
were renowned. The large vaulted openings over the 
fire hearths or small doors opening on to hanging 
rails or hooks in the chimneys were used to smoke 
and cure these small goods. Their central location 
and the general loftiness of these cooking areas 
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helped to maintain temperatures at an even 200 
celsius, one of the requirements for obtaining 
satisfactory pork products. 

The location of bake-ovens also varied. Usually 
domed or barrel vaulted brick structures, with a 
chimney at its opening, the ovens were either 
attached to the main building, part of an outdoor 
kitchen, or detached. Baking was usually a weekly 
affair, Saturday being the most popular baking day. 
Ovens were big enough to take about eight loaves of 
'wheat bread' and the following procedure for 
baking is reconstructed from interviews with older 
Hahndorf citizens. 

"To heat the oven, it was filled with wood usually 
collected by the boys. After all had burnt, the 
hot ashes were removed with a long handled timber 
or metal scraper, and the oven floor cleaned with a 
wet rag attached to a stick." To determine the 
correct temperature, flour was thrown in -
presumably the colouration determined the desired 
temperature. This knack of determining the correct 
temperature varied between households. Some 
housewives could 'feel 1 it, whereas others judged 
it by the time it took for a piece of paper to 
burn. The proven dough was then inserted either on 
a tray or 'on the brick'. To control and observe 
the baking process, "mother looked through a smal 1 
hole in the metal oven door". 

Another distinguishing feature of a German house is 
the attic, readily recognized by the gable such as at 
Paechtown and later dormer windows (Ravenswood on 

section 4218 Hd. Onkaparinga). Accessible from the 
corridor or external gable ends, the 'protective' 
attic was often used as a sleeping, working and 



storage space. 

Cultural ties associated with the roof are evident 
in many ancient myths and customs. For example, it 
was considered a bad omen for women in the later 
stages of their pregnancies to leave the protection 
of their roofs. Once a person was unter Dach und 
Fach, that is, sheltered by a roof, he or she could 
not be harmed by demons. In Westphalia marriages 
were sometimes performed beneath the roof hatch for 
luck. The Richtfest or the topping of the building 
with the roof structure is sti 11 widely celebrated 
today. 

Fully excavated cellars which were common in the 
Barossa Valley are not found in Hahndorf, and 
presumably the high water table made this an 
impossible task. Instead, the rare Hahndorf 
'cellar' was only partly below the ground level 
either attached as on section 3824 Hd. Onkaparinga 
or detached at Ravenswood. 

Where houses were built on a slope, the builders 
were spared the laborious task of excavation, and 
the space between the floor and ground level was 
used to store the perishable goods (as in the 
Paechtown houses). 

The cellars were used for a variety of purposes, 
either as additional smoke rooms or as dairies and 
wine stores. Here farm cheese and sour cream was 
prepared and stored in ideal temperatures and wine 
fermented and bottled for home consumption. 

Variations in the basic spatial organisation of 
houses in and around Hahndorf, and their relation 
to their outbuildings are illustrated on page 162. 
In general, the house with its neatly arranged 
barn, stable and sheds formed the nucleus of the 
well organised farmyard. The hard brackish water 
was hauled from wells only a few metres from the 
main door. Strong family ties are indicated in 
houses such as on old house allotment No. 5 and 
section 2967 Hd. Macclesfield which had a 'granny' 
flat Altenteil attached to it. 

The small farm allotments were laid out in neat 
sections providing the farmer's family with a 
variety of produce. Next to the house was the 
kitchen garden with a large cabbage patch. 
Although imported European flowers such as roses, 
hollihocks and poppies were grown there was a large 
area of garden left for growing herbs of all kinds. 
The small farmyards had pig-sties, chicken coops 
and barns, and sometimes small slaughter rooms 
where the pigs could be killed and their blood and 
entrails prepared for sausage making. Beyond the 
farmyard was an orchard, some vines and then a 
wheat or barley field and pasture next to the 
creek. 
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CONSTRUCT I ON TECHNIQUES 

Wattle and Daub 

The only clearly visible examples of wattle and 
daub construction are found in the infill panels of 
half timbered buildings. Traditionally, wattling 
consists of a row of vertical stakes fixed to a 
top and bottom rail, leaving space within which 
another pliable material (usually straw in S.A.) is 
then interwoven. Both sides are plastered or 
'daubed' with a plastic mixture of chopped straw 
and mud, making sure that the mixture is well 
pressed into the insterstices. The smoothness of 
many panels in Hahndorf's half timbered buildings 
suggests that the builders used a wooden trowel. A 
coat of whi te"1ash formed of a mixture of lime and 
water was then applied for protective as well as 
decorative reasons. 

Sol id slabs were often used i. ns tead of stakes. The 
pliable material traditionally interwoven between 
the uprights was omitted, and gaps were filled and 
the whole wall was plastered - usually from both 
sides. Many examples of slab walls can still be 
found on houses, barns, toilets and smoke houses. 

Stone Construction 

The largest extent of rocks in the Hahndorf 
district are sedimentary in the form of sandstones 
or quartzites. Sandstones in shades of brown, 
white and purple, are relatively soft and can be 
easily cut and shaped to size, whereas quartzites, 
although exceedingly durable, are difficult to work 
and usually break along bedding/jointing planes. 
Stone footings were provided for all structures, 

and the material was often quarried near the site. 

Over fifty stone buildings remain along Hahndorf's 
Main Street. Walls were built of undressed stones 
laid at random and the mortar was either mud or a 
mixture of mud and lime. It seems that dry packed 
walling was not used. Little variation in the 
stonemason's craft was found in the earlier 
buildings, and certain details on window and door 
openings suggest that the same mason may have been 
responsible. Returns for 1864 list J.A. Weith 
(sic) as the only resident mason, but presumably 
many owners built their own stone structures or 
'outside' masons were employed. 

An early photograph of St. Michael 1 5 Lutheran 
church shows that on the original stepped gable 
was a first stage of square and smooth 
finished blocks (ashlar). Window a,.d door 
surrounds were of accurately cut stonework. To 
give lateral st~bil ity to the walls, tie rods were 
introduced along all sides, and the externally 
visible heads were forged to form the following 
motifs. X M J 
These variations may have been expressions of the 
blacksmith's art or symbols of long standing 
christian or pagan beliefs, their traditional 
significance perhaps being lost. In East Angl ia5 
for example the elongated~ or(°1' was used on 
buildings as an insurance against lightning, and 
the)(. motif represented St. Andrew's cross. In 

5 Evans, G.E. The Pattern under the Plough p. 67 
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German mythology the Hammer of Thor was represented 
by a swastika.)) by superimposing two./' ties. 

Quoins, either bricked or imitated in plaster, as 
in the second stage of St. Michael's church, were 
only emphasised at a later stage, and even then, 
public buildings or those of the wealthy seem to 
have led the way. The Hahndorf Post Office (1873) 
and Institute (1893) Ravenswood (probably early 
187D's), the houses of Wittwer (c 1865), F.W. 
Paech, von Doussa and Dr. Aurich (early 190D's) 
are all stone houses which emphasized quoining, 
and tend to deviate from the plain, less pretentious 
earlier "German" stone buildings. 

Brick Construction 

Bricks were commonly used as ballast on sailing 
ships and when the "Zebra" arrived in 1838, she 
was carrying 40,924 bricks. It seems unlikely 
however that any of these bricks were transported 
to Hahndorf, but instead, were snatched up by 
Adelaide builders. 

Walls of the building on lot 278, Section 4003 
Hahndorf were built of unburnt or 'Adobe' bricks. 
Approximately 460 x 190 x 140 mm* the bricks as 
well as the 40 mortar bed consisted of a mixture 
of clay and fine aggregate. A coat of mud was 
then smeared on the wall, and further durability 
was given by coats of whitewash. Although these 
"German bricks 116 were used in other settlements,? 

6 
7 

158 

Pryor, 0. 
Straw was 
These and 

Australia's Little Cornwall p. 66 
usually used as a binding element. 
following sizes are in millimetres. 

they seem to have had little impact on Hahndorf's 
architecture. 

Fired clay-bricks on the other hand were widely 
used. Brauer informs us that bricks for the 
Lobethal church were made in 1848 by the settlers, 
"the womenfolk included".8 So too, the Hahndorfers 
probably made their own. 

The brickmaking process involved m1x1ng the clay 
with water and then kneading the plastic pug into a 
timber mould, making sure that the mixture was 
pressed into the corners. An indentation in later 
machine made bricks, known as the 'frog' was the 
result of machine-pressing the clay to the sides of 
the mould. When the mould was removed, the bricks 
were stacked and slowly allowed to air dry, and the 
final step was to fire them, probably in crude clay 
kilns. The relatively poor quality of many 
Hahndorf bricks, their soft and brittle nature, was 
probably the result of a short firing time and 
underburning. Large 290 x 145 x 65 (113/8 x 53/4 x 
25/8 ins.) sized bricks were used on the house on 
section 433 Hd Kuitpo, against the smaller and more 
common 220 x 110 x 65 (85/3 x 41/3 x 25/3 ins.) bricks. 

In solid brick houses, internal walls were usually 
single brick, whereas the external walls were 
always double brick laid in English bond, that is, 
in alternating header and stretcher courses. James 
Bleeze was listed as a bricklayer in 1856 (Hahndorf 
Land and Building Society) and eight years later 

8 Brauer op.cit. p. 72 



sti 11 practised his trade (Almanack of 1864). In 
June 1872 five bricklayers were listed in the 
Aliens Naturalization 1 ist (although none appeared 
in the Almanacks). 

Half-timbered Construction 

Despite their similar structural characteristics, 
numerous variations in detail and workmanship are 
evident amongst Hahndorf's half-timbered buildings. 
The significance of these variations, their 
importance as an expression of the colonists' 
ideals and the emergence of h3lf timbering as an 
art form will be discussed throughout this chapter. 

To fully appreciate this type of building 
construction, a detailed analysis of Paechtown 
house number two has been included in Appendix E. 
It is sufficient to mention at this stage, that the 
construction of these buildings required a high 
degree of skill and craftsmanship. 

A half timbered structure is basically a timber 
skeleton, in principle identical to reinforced 
concrete and steel framed skyscrapers of the 
present day. The function of the vertical, 
horizontal and diagonal members is to transmit the 
imposed loads safely to the foundations, while the 
infill panels between the framing members serve to 
protect the inside from the elements. Because of 
their non structural application therefore, they 
can be limited to relatively light materials. 
Wattle and daub was used in the early half timbered 
buildings, but as brick became more readily 
available, it was soon recognized as being 

superior. It was more durable than the 
traditional material, and many houseowners used 
brick on their houses as a reflection of their 
prosperity and desired social standing, whilst 
retaining wattle and daub infill panels on their 
barns. 

The qua! ity of timber used in half timbered 
structures varied between split and twisted logs, 
only roughly adzed to shape, to dimensionally 
perfect members. A wide choice of select grade 
timber was already available from timber merchants 
such as John Crawford and Co., Rundle Street, in 
1838, but the predominance of Red Gum suggests that 
the Hahndorf builders cut and prepared their own or 
purchased it from nearby sawyers. The felled 
timber was usually cut in saw pits which, as the 
name impl ies,was a pit or trench dug in the 
ground. The log to be cut was supported over the 
pit, in which one sawyer stood, getting showered 
with sawdust, whilst the "top-notcher",9 the person 
above, was spared this deluge. A portable sawyer's 
frame which substituted for the excavated trench or 
pit was sketched by HeysenlO and described by 
Ha 11 ack. "The trunks, were raised by lifts or 
levers, (they) are retained for sawing purposes by 
means of iron pins inserted in auger holes bored 
through the wooden frame work". 11 

9 
10 
11 

Freeland op. cit. p. 12 
Thiele op. cit. p. 42 
Hallack op. cit. p. 97 
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It has been suggested that some German colonists 
brought out prefabricated houses. Although it 
is true that a number of English immigrants, such 
as J.B. Hack, brought with them transportable 
timber Manning houses, any suggestion that the 
Germans brought half timbered houses to Australia 
is uni ikely. 

There are two basic arguments against this idea. 
Firstly, Australian native timbers, usually Red 
Gum, was used for all structural members, and secondly, 
the lack of documentary evidence which may suggest 
that even a prototype was imported. 

Also, to classify half timbered buildings as 
prefabricated is an injustice to the builders, for 
the word was only introduced after the Industrial 
Revolution, and implies speed, mass production of a 
multiplicity of components and the exploitation of 
non-skilled labour. It ignores the care, craftsmanship, 
and character displayed in these individual 
bui ]dings. 
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Stone House Section 2967 Hd. Onkaparinga 
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St. Michaels Church (circa 1900) showing decorative iron tie rods to stone walls 
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Half-timber framing, wattle and daub, details and window designs to No. 34 Main Street. 
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House Door Legow8 
Poland 1977 

House Door Paechtown Double Doors No. 90 Main 
Street, Hahndorf 
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HALF-TIMBERED HOUSES IN HAHNDORF 

In all, about twenty half-timbered buildings remain 
in and around Hahndorf today, five of which are in 
the Main Street. There were of course many more. 
Three complete houses remain, one plastered over on 
its outside and two with exposed frames. Of the 
latter one the Haebich house has brick panels and 
the other wattle and daub (House No. 34)1ronically, a 
half-timbered cottage which stood on lot 10 in the 
Main Street was demolished around 1939, Hahndorf's 
centenary year, to make way for the 'Pioneer 
Memorial Gardens'. Another one stood on the site of 
the Hills Earth Movers. Houses like No. 46 Main 
Street have been partly removed and like the barn 
on section 3812 Hd. Kuitpo these sturdy buildings be­
came an easy timber 'quarry'. Evidence of its once 
widespread use is given by Heysen's sketches and 
contemporary descriptions by Hallack, who visited 
Hahndorf in 1892. 

"In the township's main street, now bordered 
with elms, chestnuts, and other beautiful 
trees, are rustic homesteads, which with their 
verdant framing are indeed pictures ... the 
houses and their construction commend 
themselves as useful object lessons to builders 
on clayey or Biscay cracking soils. One of the 
oldest was built in 1840 on the Swiss or chalet 
lines of architecture, as are also many others 
here and in Friedrichstadt. Thatch for 
roofing, with brick walls intersected with gum­
framing V-shaped, horizontal, and other shaped 
walled lacings they score anything but cracks, 
the wooden lacements or bracings preventing the 
possibility of such. These "German ideas" of 
building are well worthy of imitation and 

adaptation in many other local ities. 11 12 

It is interesting to note Hal lack's comment on the 
picturesque framing. Another observer mistook 
these as being painted stripes of bright colour 
which "give an air of picturesqueness that would be 
delightful to an artist". 13 

The illustration ( Pa>1e 177 ) shows the 
front facade of a number of existing half-timbered 
buildings in and around Hahndorf, and it clearly 
indicates the conscious attempt to use the framing 
members as an art form. Braces were completely 
omitted on the front facade of Paechtown house 
No. 2, whilst there were three in Paechtown house 
No. 3 and four in the Liebelt house.* 
In Paechtown house No.4, convention was broken by 
placing the braces in intermediate panels. Braces 
were usually straight, but in the house on Lot 10 
(now demolished) and the barn on section 3908, Hd. 
Kuitpo kinked or curved braces were used, again 
for visual effects. 

There are several reasons why such a large number of 
these buildings were constructed. Many of the 
more substantial houses were probably built 12-15 
years after settlement took place. For example, the 
Haebich house was most likely built not long after 
the family obtained land on the west side of the 
Main Street in 1850. The owners of these houses 
were obviously still strDngly influenced by their 

12 Hallack op. cit. p. 93 - 94 
13 Doudy op. cit. p. 279 
* 3902 Hd. Kuitpo 
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cultural background in East Germany. Many of them, 
and their fathers and grandfathers before them, had 
lived in half-timbered houses built for the new 
colonists. This long cultural inheritance was 
maintained by the early German settlers because of 
the remoteness of their settlements from the 
cultural influences of the capital and the daily 
use of German which led to a tendency to "measure" 
things in German terms rather than English ones. 
Two other factors would also assist. One was that 
German building tradesman, especially the carpenters, 
had been trained over a long period of time in the 
traditional carpentry skills of their particular 
area of East Germany. The other was that due to 
initial land clearances there would still be a lot 
of valuable red-gum available for making building 
frames. This timber, although of a different 
colour and grain, would not appear that different 
to the European Oak which these craftsmen were 
used to working. Both timbers need long and 
careful seasoning, in Europe boles of oak were 
often left in swift running streams for several 
years in order to drain out their natural sap. 
In a similar fashion the timbers felled in the 
Hahndorf area could have been stored in wood yards 
for a considerable time to reduce their greenness 
before being sawn up for frames. 

All these different factors may explain why the 
settlers still chose to use what was a fading art 
in the European building trade. Parallel 
conditions existed in the Barossa Valley where 
some half-timbered houses were built by the 
German settlers. The difference lies in the 
density of settlement. Bethany and other German 
villages were soon overshadowed by the larger 
townships like Tanunda which were Government 
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supported and whose commercial and c1v1c Buildings 
largely adopted the current methods and styles of 
other South Australian towns. By contrast, 
Hahndorf was predominantly a German township 
which, due to its position, rapidly increased its 
residential and commercial density and therefore 
had a much larger number of German styled buildings 
within it. This probably explains its uniqueness, 
of which there is too little physical evidence 
left in the form of half-timbered buildings. Only 
drastic building controls will save those remaining 
and finally outright purchase will be the~ 
so 1 ut ion. 



Pioneer Cottage demolished 
in 1939 to make way for the 
Pioneer Garden! 
Note curved wall braces. 
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HALF-TIMBERED HOUSES IN PAECHTOWN. 

Lying 3 kilometres to the south-west of Hahndorf 
is this neat German settlement of half-timbered 
farm houses and outbuildings. Although it is 
now dominated by the new hills freeway, its lo­
cation is superb. The village street follows 
the line of a rising valley and there are expan­
sive views towards the north looking over the 
Mount Lofty Ranges. 

The land was originally part of F.W. Paech's 
holding of Friedrichstadt, and in 1853 section 
39lb was sold to members of yet another 
Paech family. Four farmhouses were built 
on this section and adjacent to them several 
half framed barns. The exact dates of their 
construction are not known but from a reference 
in Hallack*, and the fact that the land trans­
action took place in 1853, it is probable that 
building began in the mid 1850's. 

The timber frames to both the houses and barns 
are magnificent examples of the carpenter's 
art. Also significant is the use of brick in­
fill panels on the more important and what seem 
to be the later built houses. Wattle and daub 
panels infill were used in all barns. This com­
structional difference is again commonly found 
in half-timbered farms and outbuildings right 
throughout northern and central Europe where 

* Hal lack, E.H. Our Townships, Farms and 
Homesteads .... (1892). p. 95 

brick added prestige and often indicated the 
owner's social standing. 

The amazing fact is that these buildings still 
remain. In the late 1960's, these were 
either abandoned or in a very dilapidated condition. 
They could easily have been destroyed then or a 
little later when the freeway was built. Their 
survival has been due to an increasing awareness 
in people's minds about our national inheritance 
and the tremendouse will and energy of their new 
owners who have virtually had to rebuild them. 

Mr. Noble's house (no.2) stands out as the most 
sensitive restoration and it includes a modern 
half-timbered addition at the back which truly 
matches the original house. The Paech farmhouse 
(number 4 on our plan) has unfortunately added 
new dormer windows to the attic roof which were 
not used in the early settlers' houses. This 
highlights the problem of adapting old buildings 
to more modern life styles. This problem is 
further emphasised when trying to convert buildings 
built for entirely different functions into modern 
homes. A recent example of this is the conversion 
of the Paech barn into a house (barn east of house 3 
on our plan). Here conflict has obviously occurred 
and an alien element in the form of a gothicky front 
door has been introduced. However the beautiful high 
gabled front of the building is still expressed as 
is its excel lent framework, and the building has 
most certainly been preserved for posterity. 
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North west view of Paechtown house No. 3. 1975. 185 



East elevation of Paechtown house No. 3. 1975 
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MOONEY'S BARN 

This is the only building in the Hahndorf district 
discovered so far which has similar characteris­
tics to the barnhouses commonly found in many 
parts of north and central Europe. 

The property lies approximately 3 kms. east of 
Hahndorf in the Hundred of Onkaparinga. The 
present owner's family acquired the farm from the 
family of Carl Friedrich Edward Reimann in 1895. 
The latter had originally acquired the land in 
1854 and the house was probably built not long 
after this date. The large roof covers living 
quarters, a dairy, the stables, an implement 
and buggy shed, chaff room and hay loft. 

It has an unbelievably complicated structure with 
the original timber fr~ming interlocKing at the 
end of the building into a stone built structure. 
This suggests a completely framed barnhouse was 
built at first with very simple two-roomed 
living accommodation combined with a cart shed 
and hayloft. Whether horses were ever stabled 
in it is difficult to decide. The thickness 
of the upper timber floors and the sturdy beams 
strongly braced to ground floor posts does sug­
gest however that grain may have been stored at 
this level as well as hay. Eventually a half­
timber framed lean-to dairy was added and an 
adjoining porch which also gave access to a 
new stone built kitchen, living room and a 
large bedroom (formed out of the previous 
timber framed quarters). Apart from a separate 

ground level room which could have been a bedroom 
or workroom an upstairs bedroom was built to which 
access was obtained from an external staircase and 
landing. The en-suite arrangement of the bedrooms 
and the imported hardware all point to a European 
rather than Anglo Saxon tradition. 

A very sophisticated timber framing has been em­
ployed in this building, similar in many ways to 
the timber barns described hereafter. The roof 
and upper floor frames are supported on braced 
cross beams carried onto timber columns, at ir­
regular spacings. This was to allow for the park­
ing of carts and buggies in part of the stables. 

Although this building is in a dilapidated state it 
deserves careful restoration and consideration as 
to its viable future use. 
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GERMAN BARNS AT HAHNDORF 

"A German farm may be distinguished from the 
farms of other citizens of the state by the 
superior size of their barns; the plain but 
compact form of their houses; the height of 
their enclosures; the extent of their orchards; 
the fertility of their fields; the luxuriance 
of their meadows and a general appearance of 
plenty and neatness in everything that belongs 
to them. 11 14 

This is not a reference to German farms in South 
Australia but a comment of German superiority in 
the agriculture of Pennsylvania in the late 18th 
century. The description could very well fit the 
farms of the German settlers in this state almost 
fifty years afterwards. The opening phrase "the 
superior size of their barns" is very wel 1 
illustrated by those still remaining in the 
Hahndorf area. Four of these have been measured 
up. They include Gething's Barn'''at the southern end 
of Hahndorf, classified by the National Trust, a barn 
at Friedrichstadt and two barns at Paechtown built 
by the Paech family. The Gething'sbarn was 
originally owned by Friederich Wilhelm Wittwer, the 
Hahndorf miller, and no doubt used, as were the 
Paechtown barns, for threshing and bagging wheat 
and corn. The barn was also used for storing 

14 Jones, M.A. Destination America p.127. Comments 
in 1798 by Dr. Benjamin Rush, the celebrated 
Philadelphian physician on German farm settle­
ments, many of which were erected by defeated 
German auxiliaries of the colonial armies of 
George 111 . 

* Barn on Section 3812 Hd. of Kuitpo 

hay or grainand sheltering farm equipment. However 
the mild climate of South Australia meant that 
there was no need for barns to shelter and feed 
stock. 

Gething's and the Paechtown barns 

The two barns at Paechtown are remarkably similar. 
Their main halls are each 11 x 6 min size and 
within this area are equal aisles of 6 x 2.7 m. 
Only the widths of the lean-to's vary (1.7 m and 
2.3 m). The main doors are located centrally on 
the larger sides and are matched by smaller doors 
on the opposite wall of the lean-to. This helped 
to facilitate a strong draught of air for threshing 
the grain. The Gething's Barn is different in form 
but it still has a main hall 9.3 m x 7.7 m and a 
lean-to 2.2 m wide. There are large double doors 
on the ends of the barn similar in size to the ones 
on the other barns and a corresponding smaller door 
at the opposite end. All three barns have boarded 
floor areas in between these two doors on which 
threshing and bagging could take place. The timber 
frames have varying bay widths in each barn. Some 
standard sizes occur throughout; for example end 
bays are usually 1.3 m or 1.4 m. The framework to 
the main halls are divided into three bays 
vertically and all of the end bays are provided 
with gable braces. Standard post sizes are found 
in all the buildings. 150 mm2 for the corner posts 
and 120 x 150 mm for centre posts. Similar sizes 
to the latter are used for the cross rails which 
are stub tenoned and pegged into the posts. 120 x 
120 mm base plates into which all the posts are 
stub tenoned are set level on stone walling or over 
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large red-gum piers. 

The roof constructions are beautifully made. In 
the two Paechtown barns the trussed rafter roofs 
descend onto and are tenoned and pegged into 180 mm 
deep red gum tie members which themselves are 
morticed and tenoned into 150 mm x 150 mm deep 
perimeter beams. The central area of the main 
halls have their ties cut away so that the bags of 
grain could be 1 ifted up and stored on the upper 
floored aisles. In place of the tie beams are 
400 mm x 200 mm deep red gum shoes which take the 
ends of the rafters. They are morticed over 150 x 
300 mm deep perimeter beams and are restrained in 
one case by another transverse beam running at the 
back of them which conducts the loads back to the 
aisle frames. The roofs were battened and covered 
with red gum shingles and the gables stiffened by 
rising braces under the rafters. The latter were 
boarded out with timber boarding and where they run 
over onto the wattle and daub panels, ingenious 
flashing boards and brackets are fitted to throw 
off the rain from the face of the building. 

The Friedrichstadt barn 

This is different from the other barns as its 
purpose was obviously one of a grain store. Its 
design excludes the large double access doors for 
the farm equipment and a ventilated threshing hall. 
Located on a sloping site,the building matches the 
Paechtown barns in size only,being 11 m x 6 m. It 
is placed parallel to the land fall so that there 
is a m1n1~um obstruction by the end walls to ground 
waters which are running down-hill. A small stone 
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base wall is employed to level the timber wall 
plates and to act as a footing. The building is 
two storeys high with a ground floor hall divided 
into two bays by centrally placed posts and 
brackets supporting a centre beam (200 x 150 mm 
deep). At the upper level a double row of columns 
produce three narrow aisles, the centre one of 
which is given improved headroom by an extension 
into the roof space so as to allow it to act as a 
passageway. A manhole (900 mm x 900 mm) is located 
near the centre of the floor both for access to the 
downstairs hall and the barn door. The timber 
frames have 1.3 mend bays and 0.95 m centre bays 
and are again divided into three panels in height. 
Post and rail sizes are 150 mm2. An unusual 
configuration of gable end and door opening 
bracings occurs. These may have been made from 
deformed branches and could have a decorative 
rather than a functional reason (although the form 
is structurally correct). The wall panels are 
wattle and daub formed from vertical stakes slotted 
into holes in the timber rails and plates and 
wrapped around with straw and then plastered with a 
mud slurry. Internal boarding protects the lower 
panels up to the height of the first rails (1.9 m). 
Both the ground and first floor are boarded with 
Jarrah boards supported on beams at 900 mm centres. 

The roof is half hipped (Dutch gable) at each end 
and was originally covered with timber shingles. 
The rafters are supported at the eaves by ties 
running back to the centre posts at the bay points. 
Elsewhere they are fitted onto shoes in a similar 
manner to the Paechtown barns so as to give a freer 
headroom. These shoes project over the wall frames 



to allow the roof covering to oversail and shed 
water well away from the walling. At their upper 
level the roof rafters are supported by cross ties 
supported on transverse beams which are themselves 
supported by the four centre posts. The latter 
are supplied with brackets in the transverse 
direction and stiffened in the cross direction 
with shaped braces which are similar to those 
employed in the wall frames and are reminiscent of 
the crude "cruck" timber buildings of the Middle 
Ages. 

Barn on Section 3819, Hd. of Kuitpo 

This partly two storeyed barn displays an amalgamation 
of constructional techniques common to some of the 
German settlers barns in Missouri which are discussed 
in the following text. Its half-timbered and vertical 
boarded upper structure sits on a well built stone 
base which appears to have added to it a later 
stone shed or stable. 

These are indeed unique buildings which should be 
carefully restored and retained. 

ig7 
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Gething's Barn in late 1930's. 
(Lean-to now removed) 
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Freestanding Barn of Paechtown east of House 3. 201 
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Interior view of upper floor 
to Friedrichstadt Barn. 
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208 Barn on Section 3819 Hundred of Kuitpo 
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A COMPARISON WITH GERMAN BARNS ALONG THE 
MISSOURI RIVER, U.S.A. 

Van Ravenswaay has researched German settlements 
in this mid Western state which were created 
at the same time as the settlements of the Ger­
mans in South Australia. 15 When the farmers had 
cleared their land and established themselves 
they built large multi-purpose barns patterned 
on those they had constructed in Germany. 

The barns took the prime place in the farmyards 
and they were the largest buildings in the 
farming communities. Many of the earliest ex­
amples were log constructions. Generally, how­
ever, the barns were half timber and weather 
boarded outside or a two-storeyed combination 
of stone and half timber bui ]dings. Very few 
examples of barnhouses were built as the set­
tlers soon copied the Anglo Americans in 
building separate farm houses. 

The settlers used the type of barn construction 
common to the areas of Germany from whence they 
c~me .. One of these was the large Dutch type barn 
with 1ts centre hall (flur) and smaller aisles 
which were almost square in construction. For 
example, the Freese-Beckerle barn, built in 
1842, was 15.24 m long by 12. 19 m wide and 
13.7mhigh.16 Small attached sheds, similar 
to the Paechtown barns, were covered by a con­
tinuation of the main roof. The two storeyed 
Bavarian barns were also common. The lower 
structure of stone housed the cattle horses , , 
and farm carts, whilst the upper storey acted 

15 Charles Van Ravenswaay The Arts and 
Architecture of German Settlements in 
Missouri. 

16. Ibid p.272. 

as a hayloft and grain store. Some of these 
barns were built in the l860's and have similar 
details ~o those at Hahndorf, in, for example, 
the spacing of the roof frames, the oversailing 
detail at the eaves and the shape of the wall 
braces, where the Kotthoff-Weeks harn match 
those of the Friedrichstadt barn. 17 

Not many examples of brick built barns were 
discovered by Van Ravenswaay nor was there much 
evidence of wattle and daub construction. Instead 
brick nogging was used in some instances to the ' 
half timbered frames, again similar to the Paech­
town farm houses. 

The joinery details and door fittings also resembled 
several South Australian examples. When completed 
these buildings were not painted, but like their ' 
Hahndorf counterparts, the roof shingles and weather­
boarding were allowed to weather naturally. Later, 
they were covered with galvanised iron sheets in 
the same way as the Hahndorf barns. 

Since the Second World War many of these Missouri­
Ge:man barns have been destroyed, a destruction 
which appears more complete than that which has 
occurred with analogous buildings in South Australia. 

17 Ibid. p.274 
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