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Kingston Heritage Survey
Introduction
Project
The Kingston Heritage Survey was undertaken by Peter Bell and Susan Marsden in
2005-2007 for the District Council of Kingston. The project brief is appended to this
report. The draft was submitted to Council in December 2007, and comments were
received in December 2008. This final report was completed in April 2009.
Objectives
The primary objectives of the Kingston Heritage Survey were to assess European cultural
heritage resources in the District Council of Kingston and to recommend places for listing
in State and local heritage registers, and if appropriate as State or local heritage areas.
(The study does not cover places of Indigenous heritage value.) The project commenced
with a re-assessment of places already included in the South Australian Heritage
Register.
Specifically, this report on the Kingston Heritage Survey:
(a)

makes recommendations about places already entered in the South Australian
Heritage Register;

(b)

makes recommendations for the entry of further places in the South Australian
Heritage Register;

(c)

makes recommendations for the declaration of State Heritage Areas;

(d)

identifies places of local heritage value within the Study Area, for inclusion in the
Kingston Development Plan; and

(e)

Identifies areas within the Study Area which could be declared Historic
(Conservation) Zones/Policy Areas and included in the Kingston Development Plan.

Study Area
The Kingston district is in the South-East region of South Australia, its coast dominated
by Lacepede Bay and Cape Jaffa, its north in the Coorong, Robe to its south, and its
hinterland the cool wet South-East plains. The district straddles the central South-East
coast at the intersection of the Princes Highway and the Southern Ports Highway. The
District Council area today extends over 3,353 square kilometres with a population in
2006 of about 2,325 people. The main town and administrative centre is Kingston, on the
coast at Lacepede Bay; it and Cape Jaffa (or Kings Camp) 20km south-west along the
coast are the only two significant urban centres of the district. There are smaller district
centres without the infrastructure of townships at Mount Benson, Reedy Creek, Blackford
and Marcollat. The following map shows the upper South-East region with the District
Council of Kingston and its principal features. .
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Map of Study Area

District Council of Kingston
(Source: Griffin & McCaskill 1986, p. 117)
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Survey Methodology
The methodology adopted for the Kingston heritage survey followed broadly that
recommended by Susan Marsden in Historical Guidelines (1980) and adopted by the
Heritage Branch and its predecessors for 20 years since - with evolving modifications as the basis for heritage surveys. This consisted essentially of the following stages: (1)
carrying out historical research on the region, (2) identifying historical themes and likely
places for investigation, (3) obtaining local information and advice, (4) undertaking field
work to visit and record all known likely significant places, (5) assessing the significance
of the places recorded, (6) formulating recommendations and (7) compiling a report
setting out all this information.
Previous Studies
The heritage of the Kingston district has previously been studied as part of the regional
survey Heritage of the South-East by Danvers Architects (1984). That survey made 67
recommendations within Kingston District Council area - 19 for places of state heritage
value, and 48 for places of local heritage value - but on closer analysis, these
recommendations do not really refer to as many places as this.
Many of the recommendations refer to complexes of several buildings which are
enumerated separately, such as churches and manses, and particularly homestead
complexes such as Woolmit, Tilleys Swamp, Bowaka, Keilira and Murrabinna, at some of
which four or five individual buildings appear as separate nominations. In addition, five of
the state recommendations were for Conservation Parks or National Parks, which were
created to conserve areas of the natural environment, and rarely include places of
historic value.
From these recommendations, seven places were entered in the Register of State
Heritage Items (now the South Australian Heritage Register). Nothing could be done
about the local recommendations at the time, as Councils had no power to create local
heritage registers until 1994.
The present heritage survey took the 1984 survey as a starting point, and has reassessed all of its recommendations. However, the present survey defines groups of
related buildings such as Woolmit or Tilleys Swamp homesteads as a single place, and
does not deal with Conservation Parks (with the exception of Jip Jip as an important
landmark), so the 1984 recommendations are automatically reduced in number. In
addition, in the 23 years since the regional survey was completed, a number of buildings
have been demolished or removed.
However, this survey has also located a number of new places of heritage value. In all,
this report makes recommendations affecting 66 places, 39 of which are repeated from
the 1984 survey.
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Recommendations
Summary of the overall number of places for which recommendations have been made:
New State Heritage Places (6)
This report recommends that six new places in the Kingston District Council survey area
should be entered in the South Australian Heritage Register. Places that have been
recommended as being suitable for entry in the South Australian Heritage Register have
been researched and inspected during the survey process and assessed according to
the criteria laid down in the Heritage Places Act 1993.
It is recommended that any places which have been recommended for entry in the South
Australian Heritage Register in this report but which are rejected by the State Heritage
Council should be considered to be places of Local Heritage Value and should
accordingly be included in the schedule of local heritage places in Council's Development
Plan.
Existing State Heritage Places (7)
The survey has also researched and inspected all seven places in the Kingston District
Council which are at present entered in the South Australian Heritage Register, and
recommends that they all remain in the Register.
State Heritage Areas (None)
No areas in the Kingston District Council survey area are recommended as State
Heritage Areas.
Local Heritage Places (52)
This report recommends that fifty-two places in the Kingston District Council survey area
should be included in a schedule of local heritage places in Council's Development Plan.
Places that have been recommended as being of local heritage value are considered
important to the local community, and have been assessed according to the criteria in the
Development Act 1993.
The Old Institute building (KIN L10) was recommended for the list of local heritage places
in the draft of this report, but was demolished on 19 September 2008. The nomination
report prepared for it has been retained in this final report for the historical record, but it
has been removed from the list of recommendations.
Historic Conservation Zones / Policy Areas (1)
One area within the Kingston District Council survey area is recommended as a Heritage
Policy Area. In the event that Council does not wish to include this Area in its
Development Plan, then it is recommended that the 13 individual buildings within the
area (identified on pages 282-284) should be considered to be places of Local Heritage
Value and should accordingly be included in the schedule of local heritage places in
Council's Development Plan.
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Overview History
The District
The Kingston district is in the South-East region of South Australia, on the Southern
Ocean coast roughly midway between the River Murray mouth and the Victorian border.
The council area, known as Lacepede until 2000, has an area of 3,353km2 and a
population of around 2,300. Its one town, Kingston, is a historic coastal port sheltered by
Cape Jaffa. The surrounding district is flat and low-lying, its industry dominated by sheep
grazing, with some areas of untouched mallee scrub. The only other significant urban
centre is Cape Jaffa, and smaller centres such as Reedy Creek and Blackford are rural
localities with little urban infrastructure.
The name Kingston commemorates George Strickland Kingston, the slightly larger-thanlife Irish architect and politician who played an important role in many facets of the
development of nineteenth century South Australia. His direct connection with the town
of Kingston however was slight; he was a sleeping partner in the syndicate which
invested in the establishment of the settlement in the 1850s. There is no record that he
ever visited the town his associates named after him.
Visitors to early Kingston were often confused by its many names. A journalist in 1868
wrote:
Kingston rejoices in a plurality of names. It is sometimes called Lacepede Bay,
sometimes Kingston, sometimes Maria Creek, and sometimes Port Caroline. The
township proper, however, is Kingston - a small thriving-looking town. (Register 6
June 1868)
Kingston certainly did have a lot of names within a small area. They reflected its
complicated origins in the nineteenth century, with different names given by graziers and
sailors, by public servants and private entrepreneurs. This overview history sums up that
complex past as a background to understanding the district's heritage today.
Previous Studies
The historical process of settlement in the Kingston district has already been studied by a
number of writers. Marie Dunn's book A Man's Reach (1969), originally written as an MA
thesis at the University of Adelaide, is the most comprehensive work directly on the
history of Kingston. In the surrounding region, Kathleen Bermingham's history of Robe,
Gateway to the South East (1961) Alan Jones' history of the Bordertown district, Tatiara:
the First 140 Years (1985), Judy Murdoch's history of Naracoorte (1974), Leith
MacGillivray's thesis on pastoral settlement in the South-East (1983) and Penny
Ruddock's report to the National Parks Service, European Heritage of the Coorong
(1982) have been particularly useful in putting Kingston's history in broader context.
We are also grateful to the local historians: Sarah Burke and Clement and Elma Smith in
past decades, and Kathleen White, Verne McLaren, Karen Cameron, Brenda Hensel,
Jessie Banks, Caroline Tapfield and Lola Cameron-Bonney among others, who have
written on aspects of the town and district's history. Thus, in describing the process of
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European occupation of Kingston, this account is able to draw on some very useful
historical studies which provide an overview of the district's settlement.
This report has also been able to draw on the research done in the course of the earlier
regional heritage survey of the South-East Region surrounding the Kingston district,
undertaken by Danvers Architects in 1983-84. In addition, topics such as the early
overlanders, South Australian Railways, lighthouses and jetties and the drainage
schemes of the South-East have already been covered by earlier histories or heritage
surveys. These and many other publications have been consulted in compiling this
historical account, and are listed in the bibliography of this report.
The Land
On the map of South Australia, the South-East coast sweeps in a smooth S-shaped
curve east and then south from the mouth of the River Murray in Encounter Bay down to
the Victorian border, where the simple S-curve is lost as it swings eastward again. The
major irregularity on that curving line is a step roughly halfway down where the coast
turns abruptly west for about fifteen kilometres before resuming its swoop to the south.
That step is Cape Jaffa, and the indentation it forms on its northern side is Lacepede
Bay: names given by a French explorer over 200 years ago. Only a bump on the coast,
Cape Jaffa does not look as though it would provide significant shelter for shipping, but in
fact it forms the most protected port on the whole South-East coast, much safer than the
deeply indented Guichen Bay or Port MacDonnell, both notorious ships' graveyards.
(Clark 1990) The shelter is enhanced by a system of reefs and shoals which form a
natural breakwater off the cape:
It is remarkable that Lacepede Bay, although apparently exposed to the ocean
swell, affords safe anchorage in all weather, there being tolerably smooth water,
even at the height of a W gale. Two reasons account for this; the force of the
prevailing SW swell is broken by the reefs off Cape Jaffa, and that from W and NW
by traversing a long extent of undulating ground, with comparatively shallow water
over it before it reaches the anchorage. There is no surf between Cape Jaffa and a
position on the beach 3 miles N of Kingston jetty, abreast the S end of the sandhills;
landing should not be attempted N of this position.
A vessel may anchor with safety, according to draught, anywhere between Kingston
and Cape Jaffa . . . (Australia Pilot 1973, vol. 1, p. 117)
Cape Jaffa and the shelter it provides to shipping in Lacepede Bay is the geographical
reason for the existence of the town of Kingston and the settlement of the surrounding
district.
The South-East landscape inland from Kingston is very distinctive, unlike any other part
of Australia. The land is very flat, its highest point at Jip Jip Rocks only 87m above sea
level. It is crossed by a series of sand ridges, from five to twenty metres in height and a
few kilometres apart, running roughly parallel to the coast with low-lying flat land between
them. These features are called "ranges" in the South-East, and eastward from Kingston
they become higher as they head inland; in succession the main ones are the Reedy
Creek Range, West Avenue Range, East Avenue Range, Baker Range, Stewart Range
and Naracoorte Range.
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This landscape is very young, less than 400,000 years old. The South-East has
gradually risen from the seabed over that time, and each sand ridge represents an old
coastline: a line where the foreshore dunes consolidated for a time as sea levels rose
and fell, only to be superseded in its turn as the landscape rose higher. Biscuit Flat, the
coastal plain inland from Kingston, formed part of the bed of the Southern Ocean only a
few thousand years ago. Beginning as loose beach sand, each ridge has been
cemented into position by the formation of calcrete, as rainwater dissolves lime from
marine shell fragments and redeposits it to form hard limestone layers. (Schwebel 1983)
This landscape of low-lying green flats dotted with river red gums (Eucalyptus
camadulensis) and crossed by old coastal sand dunes starts to the north of the Kingston
district, and runs south down through Naracoorte and Penola, dominating most of the
lower South-East region as far as western Victoria and the south coast. The region's
climate is the Mediterranean pattern of cool wet winters and hot dry summers. This
meant that before the land was drained, the flats between the ranges were inundated for
much of the winter. The nearest thing to a river in the South-East is Reedy Creek, which
in a wet winter flowed slowly north between the sand ridges from near Tantanoola all the
way to the Coorong. In the summer months much of the porous landscape has no
surface water, but there is a prolific underground freshwater drainage system (Holmes &
Waterhouse 1983), and farmers and town-dwellers alike rely on bores tapping the
aquifers.
The Kingston district's seashore is exposed to the Southern Ocean swell, providing
difficult conditions for mariners much of the time, and vulnerable to violent winter storms.
Hence much of the coast is formed of high sand dunes, and the only natural watercourse
entering the sea is Maria Creek at the town of Kingston. The coastal landscape north
from there to the Murray Mouth is particularly distinctive. Here the coast is a long dune
system, the Younghusband Peninsula, backed by the 100km long Coorong lagoon, which
connects with the Murray lakes at its northern end, and trails off to a string of
disconnected lagoons at its southern end, terminating not far north of Kingston. The
Coorong is also a product of the moving shoreline of the South-East, and has been in its
present form for only about 20,000 years. Once it was a saline arm of the sea,
connected to the ocean at several points. It has been stabilised by rising sea levels
building a significant coastal barrier to the west, isolating it from the sea in the last few
thousand years, and by intermittent flooding with fresh water from the River Murray,
giving it a distinctive ecology. (Coorong Park Notes 1996)
There is very little surface stone in the Kingston district. The district's soils are very
young, based on marine or wind-blown alluvial deposits, rich in limestone. In most
places, the redeposited hard limestone or kunkar layers provide the district's only building
stone. There are some older rocks; along the east and north of the district runs a curved
line of 400-million-year-old granite outcrops extending from the Mount Lofty Ranges
down through Mount Monster near Keith to Padthaway, which until a few hundred
thousand years ago formed an archipelago of islands off the South Australian coast. The
most dramatic granite monument in the Kingston district is Jip Jip Rocks, and a scatter of
smaller outcrops run from there down to the coast north of Kingston. (Twidale et al 1983,
p. 25)
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The First People
Before European settlement began in the 1840s, the district was owned by the Aboriginal
people known as the Meintangk, also known as the Ngrangatari, who were the southernmost members of the Ngarrindjeri people, whose country stretched from Lacepede Bay
north through the Coorong to Cape Jervis, and around the lakes and along the lower
River Murray. (Jenkin, pp. 11, 21). To the west of the Meintangk were the Tatiara people,
the Potaruwutj and the Ngarkat, who periodically travelled through Meintangk country to
Lake Alexandrina to trade food and weapons for red ochre from the Adelaide Hills.
(South Australian 3 October 1845). There was also extensive trade in pigments, utensils
and even plants with groups in western Victoria. (Ellis, p. 7)
According to Tindale (1974) and Watson (2002), Meintangk territory at the time of
European contact stretched from Lacepede Bay; north to the Granite Rocks 19
kilometres north of Kingston; south to Cape Jaffa; east to Lucindale, Blackford, Keilira,
and Naracoorte; and inland from Lake Hawdon to Mosquito Creek. Having advantage of
the foods to be gathered along the coast, in the wetlands and along Maria Creek,
including millions of waterbirds, their territory was smaller in extent than the inland tribes.
The Meintangk were divided into seven migratory groups or hordes but there were
probably seasonal concentrations at places with permanent water.
The Ngarrindjeri, including the Meintangk, bore the brunt of frontier European violence
before and after the formal occupation of South Australia in 1836: women were
kidnapped by bands of sealers operating from Kangaroo Island and coastal camps;
people were attacked by men overlanding sheep and cattle to Adelaide; and when other
men occupied the land to pasture sheep, many used poison and guns to protect their
assets.
Despite this violent history, when the schooner Fanny was wrecked in Lacepede Bay in
1838, the Ngarrindjeri people then known as the Milmenrura cared for the survivors and
helped them travel north to safety. This incident has been forgotten but the events of two
years later again involving shipwreck survivors and the Milmenrura are notorious, and
have been kept alive in South Australian history, commemoration and fiction. Bound for
Hobart in June 1840 the Maria was wrecked on the Margaret Brock Reef. The 26 crew
and passengers got ashore near present Kingston, and were helped by the Milmenrura,
again walking through the Coorong towards Encounter Bay. After several days, all but
one child were suddenly killed. Ngarrindjeri tradition suggests that the attacks were
triggered when sailors assaulted Milmenrura women: by this time they would have
already suffered similar assaults by overlanders on the new coastal route. The scale of
the murders angered and alarmed the entire colonial population. Governor Gawler
instructed the police commissioner to carry out punitive military executions, and two men
were duly shot and two were hanged in the Coorong. (Jenkin, pp. 56-61) A set of
memorials erected over several years at Kingston reveals changing attitudes to this
event.
All of the tribes in the South-East suffered from the actions of early pastoralists. In 1845
the commissioner of police complained of the ‘atrocious treatment’ of the Aborigines in
the Rivoli Bay District (then including the Kingston area). He reported:
… damper poisoned with corrosive sublimate … [and] driving the Natives from the
only watering places in the neighbourhood. The Native women appear likewise to
10
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have been sought after by the shepherds, whilst the men were driven from the
stations with threats. (Jenkin 1979, p. 63)
James Brown of Keilira Station was locally notorious, strongly suspected of shooting nine
Aborigines, and of poisoning others, but was never brought to trial.
Despite these attacks, and, more profoundly, the loss of their country to the British
settlers, many of the Aboriginal people remained in their own land, in and around
Kingston. They took up work as station hands, shearers and domestic servants, and also
became town dwellers. In about 1860, Anna Macdonald, a Scottish servant, visited
‘Kingston Hotel’. ‘To my astonishment a nicely-dressed little blackgirl met me at the door
… She was about 12 or 13 years old, and was the only female attendant in the hotel.’ A
white woman was also employed, but was abed with a new baby. Anna visited her,
passing through the kitchen ‘where some black-gins were sitting around a fire smoking’
(who may have also helped in the hotel). ‘I learned, also, that there were only a few white
women in Kingston.’ (Allen 1906, p. 74)
The Register reported that ‘At Lacepede Bay several natives were encamped near the
township and we found their wants were carefully attended to by Police Trooper Morris.
There were a few sick and infirm ones among them, who require daily rations, but the
others can obtain fish generally for their support, and some are employed by the settlers.’
A ‘school for native children’ had also been established at Kingston, supported by the
white population with rations from the government. ‘The average number attending is
twelve, and those I examined appeared to be carefully instructed.’ (Register 9 May 1873,
p. 6)

Aboriginal Camp at Kingston, 1920s (Kingston National Trust Museum)

Kingston’s Aboriginal residents camped in wurleys along Maria Creek as well as in
cottages mainly at Rosetown, surveyed on the northern side of Maria Creek in 1877.
Families also moved from camp to camp in season, gathering traditional foods and
rushes the women used for weaving baskets. Another link with traditional life was the
Aboriginal Burial Ground in this locality, which they continued to use, and which is highlyvalued and well cared for to this day. Sarah Burke, the policeman’s wife in the 1880s,
Peter Bell & Susan Marsden 2008
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recalled watching the funeral of Pamela, a daughter of ‘Queen Catherine’, at a time when
the Salvation Army conducted these funerals, ‘the little procession’ winding its way up to
the Aboriginal ‘burying ground’. (Register 13 February 1928) Another important locality
was the Blackford Reserve on the Bordertown Road where many people lived until the
1970s, which has three surviving cottages, including the home of ‘Queen Ethel’ (Mrs
Ethel Watson) Kingston’s ‘last full-blood Aboriginal’, who died in 1954.
From the arrival of Europeans in the 1840s, after a short period of hostilities the
Aboriginal community established a working relationship with the newcomers. Relatively
independent settlements were established at Rosetown and Blackford, no doubt helping
the survival of community traditions. Domestic service, labouring, wattle bark collecting
and fishing, as well as seasonal work on stations and farms, continued to sustain a small
Aboriginal population in the district to the present day.
The Europeans Arrive
The South-East of South Australia was one of the last parts of the continent's coastline to
be seen by Europeans. Although the process of charting Australia's coasts had
commenced with a Dutch voyage to the far north in 1606, it was nearly 200 years later
before any Europeans saw the South-East. On 3 December 1800, James Grant
commanding the Lady Nelson sighted the southern tip of what would become South
Australia, naming Cape Banks and Cape Northumberland while travelling east to Sydney.
(Grant 1803, pp. 68-69)
Only sixteen months after Grant's brief glimpse, two other European navigators sailed the
entire length of the South-East coast, charting it in detail. The first arrived from the south:
the French explorer Nicolas Baudin, on a major voyage of scientific investigation in the
corvette Geographe. On the morning of Wednesday 7 April 1802, well out to sea to skirt
the offshore reefs, Geographe passed the later site of Kingston, and Baudin recorded the
first European description of Lacepede Bay:
... we proceeded East-North-East to enter a large bay stretching out of sight in that
direction. We entered it to the depth of 8 and 9 fathoms before sighting the land at
its head and worked around it at the same depth. The coast is very low in this part
and is formed by several shallow indentations, the shores of which consist of
medium-height, or rather, very squat sandhills.
The following day Baudin sailed north past what is now the Coorong National Park,
completely unimpressed by its natural beauty:
The entire stretch of coast that we have examined since yesterday consists solely of
sand-hills and inspires nothing but gloom and disappointment . . . . The look-out
men at the mast-heads and the curious who wanted to climb up there reported that
the hinterland was nothing but arid sand for as far as the eye could see, with no
vegetation. (Baudin 1974, p. 379)
That same afternoon of 8 April 1802, off the mouth of the River Murray, Baudin met
Matthew Flinders commanding the Investigator, coming east along the southern coast.
This was the famous chance meeting that gave its name to Encounter Bay; although their
countries were at war, Baudin and Flinders sensibly put their scientific objectives first and
courteously exchanged information on the respective coasts they had charted.
12
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The ships parted company the following morning and Flinders sailed south along the
coast Baudin had already seen, but adverse winds made him take a lengthy tack
westward, out of sight of land. When he sighted land again at what he called Cap
Bernouilli, he repeated Baudin's dismissal of the Coorong coast:
From Encounter Bay to this slight projection, the coast is little else than a bank of
sand, with a few hummocks on the top, partially covered in vegetation; nor could
anything in the interior country be distinguished above the bank. (Flinders 1814, vol.
1, p. 197)
The problem is, where and what was Cap Bernouilli? Modern writers all say that Cape
Bernouilli was the old name for Cape Jaffa (Manning 1990, p. 33), but it is a little more
complicated than that. Clearly the name is French, and Flinders must have learned it
from Baudin. We know Baudin also gave Flinders the names Cap Jaffa and Bai de
Lacepede, among others, which Flinders retained on his own charts in their Anglicised
forms. However, it is difficult to be sure exactly what were the places that Baudin
originally gave these names to. Baudin did not use placenames in his journal (explorers
usually decided on names afterwards) and the draft charts that he gave to Flinders in
Encounter Bay, which presumably showed all these names, have not survived.
Surprisingly Baudin's own charts were never published, and the chart of the South-East
coast published by his deputy Freycinet after Baudin's death is not much help, for it is
confused and clearly wrong in places. (Hambidge 1946, p. 40)

Geographe (Baudin 1974 frontispiece)

Flinders chart of Lacepede Bay, 1814

However, there is no doubt that Flinders believed Cape Bernouilli was a point north of
Cape Jaffa, for after the Investigator had passed Cape Bernouilli and was sailing south
across Lacepede Bay, he wrote: "We then saw land extending as far out as S 29° W,
which was the south head of the bight, and appears to be the Cape Jaffa of the French
..." (Flinders 1814, vol. 1, p. 197) Flinders' chart, published with his journal in 1814, also
clearly shows Cape Bernouilli as a coastal projection some miles north of Cape Jaffa.

Peter Bell & Susan Marsden 2008

13

Kingston Heritage Survey
While Flinders' words seem clear, the obvious difficulty in accepting his description (and
map) at face value is that there is simply no coastal projection north of Cape Jaffa. From
Lacepede Bay, the coastline is a single smooth curving beach running north and west for
over 160km to Middleton Point, west of the Murray Mouth. Map-makers at first followed
Flinders in showing two different capes called Jaffa and Bernouilli a short distance apart,
and as late as 1853, Thomas Lipson's sailing directions, based on his personal
observations, showed capes Bernouilli and Jaffa as separate features 23 minutes of
latitude apart. (Lipson 1853, p. 9) However, later practice generally combined the two
names into one feature called "Cape Bernouilli or Jaffa", and the shorter name eventually
won. (Hambidge 1946, p. 42)
We will never be sure what either Baudin or Flinders named Cape Bernouilli, but it was
not Cape Jaffa: Baudin saw a coast consisting of "several shallow indentations", not one
big one, and Flinders' journal described Cape Jaffa coming into view in the south while
Cape Bernouilli was still visible to his north. Both saw the shore of Lacepede Bay in hazy
conditions from a long way out to sea, and apparently mistakenly identified an unusually
prominent sandhill or perhaps the outcrop called The Granites as a cape. Interestingly,
Charles Todd's map of the Adelaide-Melbourne telegraph route in 1856 named Cape
Jaffa as Cape Bernouilli, but showed The Granites as a prominent coastal feature further
north. (SAPP 11 of 1856) Despite this confusion, there can be little doubt that when
Baudin named Cape Jaffa he was thinking of Jaffa on the coast of Palestine, situated on
a similar but smaller bulge on the Mediterranean coast, which was captured from the
Turks by the French army under Napoleon just three years before.
Europeans See the Landscape
After the South Australian coast was charted, whalers and sealers from Van Diemen's
Land, Europe and America visited it regularly. There is no record of activity in Lacepede
Bay, although we know of one visit by sealers to Baudin Rocks, only 15km south of Cape
Jaffa, in 1831. (Kostoglou & McCarthy 1991, p. 63) It was not until a year after the
settlement of South Australia, 35 years after Baudin's expedition, that the first Europeans
whom we know of set foot in the Kingston district.
The formal European occupation of the South Australian mainland began with the
foundation of Adelaide and the proclamation of the Province in December 1836. At the
time, everything to the east was the colony of New South Wales, the southern part of
which had just been opened for settlement as the Port Phillip District. The South-East
was settled from two directions simultaneously, with South Australians moving southeastward from the River Murray meeting graziers coming up from the Port Phillip District
of New South Wales. By 1837, exploration around Lake Alexandrina had shown there
was another lake called the Coorong running off to the south-east, but its extent was
unknown. On the Murray well to the north and west of Lacepede Bay, grazing land was
surveyed around what would later be the towns of Mannum, Goolwa and Wellington in
1839 and taken up soon afterward. In the far South-East, the Henty family had already
moved into the Mount Gambier district by 1839, and were followed by other Port Phillip
District graziers who had taken up land as far north as Penola by 1840. But in between
these areas of early pastoral occupation stretched a large area which few Europeans had
ever seen.
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By the end of 1839 at least five European parties had travelled overland along the shore
of Lacepede Bay. In October 1837 three men called Edward Stone, John Foley and
Henry Stanley set out from Port Fairy in the Port Philip District to walk the 500km to the
whaling station at Encounter Bay, apparently to seek work there. They had a packhorse
to carry their provisions, and the journey took them nearly two months. Their epic journey
would have been forgotten except that on their arrival at Encounter Bay they were
interviewed by Sir John Jeffcott, who published an account of their walk in the South
Australian Gazette. They told him they had walked along the beach nearly all the way,
which probably makes them the first Europeans to set foot on the later site of Kingston.
However, they were not gifted at describing the country they had seen, and said nothing
useful about Lacepede Bay. Stone told Jeffcott they had seen two bays that would be
good sites for whaling stations. Foley on the other hand said that Stone was no sailor,
and that all the bays they had seen were shallow and unfit for shipping or whaling.
(Hawdon 1984)
Probably the next Europeans to follow these three along the Coorong were the survivors
of the wreck of the Fanny. The little schooner was driven ashore with no loss of life
towards the northern end of the Coorong in a storm in June 1838. The party of eight or
nine were befriended by Aborigines and eventually made their way to Encounter Bay,
some on foot and some in a small boat along the Coorong. The Fanny survivors were
the first Europeans to give an account of the size of the Coorong, its presence previously
unsuspected by maritime explorers. (Clark 1990, p. 13)
In the early years South Australia was chronically short of livestock, providing a strong
incentive for bringing animals into South Australia because of the higher price they
earned here. In 1838 fresh beef sold for threepence or fourpence a pound in Melbourne,
but fetched four times that price in Adelaide. (Packard 1997, p. 131) Entrepreneurs first
tried shipping stock from the eastern colonies, but this could only be done successfully in
large cargo vessels, and even then the animals arrived in poor condition. Next a few
experienced bushmen tried droving stock overland, keeping them on good feed and
water, and earned large profits as the prize for their efforts. The names of Charles
Bonney and Joseph Hawdon are most prominent in historical accounts of these epic
journeys, although they were only two among many others.
Bonney and Hawdon made the first major overlanding trip together, bringing cattle from
New South Wales to South Australia in 1838, and opening up a stock route along the
River Murray. The next year Bonney left the Port Phillip District with another herd of
cattle for South Australia in February 1839. At some time in March he arrived on the
coast at Lacepede Bay, then followed the Coorong north to Adelaide, where he arrived in
April. (Hawdon 1984) There were more droving parties not far behind. Joseph Holloway
left Port Philip in June 1839 with 5,000 sheep and 200 cattle. (Packard 1997, p. 158) In
the same month, Stephen Henty from Portland was investigating grazing land around
Mount Gambier. He wrote, "I determined to push further on and examine the coastline as
far as Cape Jaffa, and therefore extended my search for 28 days, without success."
(Talbot 1919-20, p. 111)
The best-documented overland journey of this era was by Hawdon and Alfred Mundy,
who left the Port Philip District a few weeks behind Holloway. Hawdon kept a journal
which described their route in detail, through the Pyrenees, south of the Grampians to the
Wannon River, then past the Henty's station to the Glenelg River. Up to this point they
were passing recently-established homesteads, but were on the edge of territory
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unoccupied by Europeans. Entering South Australia they steered north-west past the
later site of Penola, over the Cave Range and the Avenue Ranges, where they found
Holloway's fresh tracks, and past Lake Hawdon, named by Bonney four months before.
Then on 2 August 1839 they reached the coast at Lacepede Bay, and Hawdon briefly
described the landscape:
We passed over a boggy country and entered into a narrow belt of she-oak forest,
bordering the coast within three hundred yards of the sea-shore. Here we found Mr
Holloway encamped with his stock, all well. (Hawdon 1984, no p)
The combined party and their stock were in Adelaide ten days later. By this time, the
three overlanding parties with their thousands of livestock had left a trail across the
South-East which must have looked like a freeway to following drovers, and the shores of
Lacepede Bay and the Coorong were well-established as part of the overland route
between Adelaide the South-East. Later overlanding parties were no longer news, and in
any case the South Australian stock shortage was being alleviated. By the end of 1839
the heroic era of overland droving was over.
A few months later there was another event which was part of the history of Kingston,
although its significance was not obvious at the time. In June 1840 the brigantine Maria
left Port Adelaide for Hobart with 16 passengers and ten crew, but never arrived. A
month later, word reached Encounter Bay that a party of Europeans had been killed by
Aborigines on the Coorong. The bodies of eight Europeans were subsequently found, an
outcome dramatically different from the experience of the Fanny survivors two years
before: the difference probably explained by the behaviour of the Maria survivors. This
event led to a punitive police expedition and the hanging of two Aboriginal men and
shooting of at least two others in ugly and highly controversial circumstances. There is
no doubt that the European victims were survivors of the wreck of the Maria who had
been attempting to walk to safety along the overlanders' track, but the fate of the other 18
on board, and the location of the wreck, have never been determined with certainty.
(Clark 1990, pp. 15-18; Clyne 1987, pp. 48-53)
These events took place a long way to the north of the Kingston district, north of Salt
Creek. For a century it was assumed that the Maria must have foundered in deep water
off the Coorong, as its wreck was never found. However, in the 1980s divers
investigating the Margaret Brock Reef, west of Cape Jaffa - where two vessels, the
Margaret Brock and the Agnes, are known to have been wrecked - found what appear to
be the remains of a third wrecked ship. (Drew & Jeffrey 1982) It seems that the reef, its
existence completely unsuspected in 1840, may have claimed the Maria as its first victim.
In later decades the Margaret Brock Reef would play an important part in Kingston's
history.
By 1844 the overlanders' track had become well recognised as the road to the SouthEast, and in April that year Governor George Grey paid an official visit to the district,
riding down the Coorong past Lacepede Bay to Mount Gambier. (Talbot 1919-20, p. 114)
The track was formalised as the inter-colonial road by Police Commissioner Alexander
Tolmer when he was sent to mark out an overland mail route to Melbourne in 1847.
(Tolmer 1882, vol 2, pp. 60-62) Both the coastline and the hinterland of Lacepede Bay
were now very well known to many people, and the occupation of the land for grazing
had already begun.
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The Graziers
The overlanding trips from eastern Australia in 1838-39 drew the attention of other stock
owners to the Lacepede Bay district, and some followed the same route west in the
1840s. Margaret Hutchison’s journey was legendary. Mrs Hutchison and her husband,
Francis had emigrated from Scotland with five young daughters and a friend, Andrew
Dunn, and formed a cattle station near Melbourne. Francis Hutchison died soon after the
birth of their son, William, and Margaret decided to take up land in the western district,
and with her children journeyed on into South Australia. She set up a dairy at ‘Dairy
Range’ near Robe, and in 1846 moved to a better site near Lacepede Bay, where she
established Woolmit Station with Andrew Dunn, whom she married.
Margaret’s son William Hutchison later became Dunn’s partner. They formed ‘the biggest
combination of pastoral interests in the South East’ (Cockburn, in Banks 1970, p. 5), at
their peak shearing close to 100,000 sheep and owning over 4,000 horses, until defeated
by the depression of the early 1890s.
Changes to land legislation attracted other pastoral settlers. Initially, intending graziers
had to buy land freehold in South Australia before they could occupy it. Many were
frustrated by the slow pace of government surveys, and some drove their sheep beyond
the surveys, and occupied the land illegally as ‘squatters’. The Waste Lands Act of 1842
created Occupation Licences to give pastoralists annual renewable rights to an area of
land which was identified by using sight-lines between landmarks rather than by formal
survey. (Love 1986, p. 4) This accelerated pastoral settlement throughout the colony,
and provided an incentive for individuals to find land for themselves. Around 1845
‘waves of land-seekers from both Port Phillip and South Australia’ were moving into the
South East, where ‘the rush for the best land … was over’ by the end of the decade,
although somewhat later in the upper South-East. (MacGillivray 1989, p. 27 & pers
comm, April 2006; South Australian 9 September 1845)
These men and women picked the best land in the South-East, preferring the fertile
country near Mt Gambier, land east of the coastal swamps, and the grasslands near
South Australia’s border. Many of these ‘capitalist-pastoralists’ were from New South
Wales. Amongst them, ‘the Scots predominated, put down roots and carved a fortune
from South-East land’, helped by having prior grazing experience in Australia, some
capital, hardworking families, and first pick of the best land - called ‘peacocking’.
(McGillivray 1989, p. 28) By 1850 much of the South-East was a ‘sheep walk’. Graziers
held almost 5,000 square miles under licence, had purchased 2,000 acres of good land,
and ‘were running approximately one half of the colony’s sheep’. (McGillivray 1989, p.
31)
Several pastoral runs were established in the Lacepede region during the land rush of
the 1840s, although not as many as in the lower South-East because of the impeded
natural drainage - up to three quarters of the land was flooded in winter at the northern or
Blackford end of Avenue Flat. (Williams 1974, p. 183) The government established the
port of Robe on Guichen Bay in 1846, and at first settlement radiated inland from that
nucleus. Runs like Woolmit, Bagdad, Bowaka and Wongolina were originally taken up
from Robe, but would later fall within Kingston's hinterland, the boundary falling
somewhere near the line of Mount Benson, south-east from Cape Jaffa.
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Homestead buildings were necessarily constructed on the ‘ranges’ that separated the
seasonally inundated flats which provided grazing in summer. Most runs were also
established some distance inland. It was quickly found that stock grazing on coastal land
wasted away with ‘coast disease’, unless moved to inland pastures. The cause, a
deficiency of cobalt and copper in the native grasses, was not discovered until the 1930s
and not fully remedied until the 1950s. As George Goyder reported when assessing the
Cape Jaffa/Mount Benson area in 1864, ‘The whole is very coasty and the sheep require
to be moved from the run every four months … The country can only be worked to
advantage by a lessee having a healthy run in the neighbourhood to which the sheep can
be removed as the disease appears’. (Sutton 2004, p. 20) The early graziers leased
large enough areas to do so. Their size also meant that runs were few and the district’s
population was small and thinly spread.
Francis Grote and Edward Stirling were the first leaseholders in 1845, but left within two
years. In 1846 James Baker took up a lease in the north east of the district, west of
Reedy Creek; in the 1850s he extended ‘Baker’s Run’ to 63 square miles. His homestead
was situated close to the Overland Road, and so was constructed to function also as an
accommodation house for travellers. Baker’s operations were further expanded by
forming a working partnership with John Gifford, another large leaseholder in the district’s
south west. Gifford’s lease of 1847 allowed him to occupy 70 square miles in the Cape
Jaffa/Mt Benson area, running from Maria Creek down the coast as far as Boatswain’s
Point south of the cape, and inland. Gifford’s head station, originally called Tarlaemoor,
was on the site of the homestead later called Wongolina, at least part of which appears to
date from Gifford’s time (1847-54). There is an opening in one wall of the house reputed
to be a rifle port, which has sometimes been claimed to attest to the violent relations
between these early graziers and Aboriginal men, but the evidence for its function is
debatable. (Sutton 2004, pp. 20-28; Grguric 2007)
Gifford acquired and moved to Baker’s Run in 1854, and either he or Baker gave the
homestead the name Blackford after an English village. In 1857 he wrote home,
I am living … in a tolerable neat little Cottage … it has two front rooms (parlours of
course) 14 feet square each with a fireplace in both … the floors are made of
concrete …Thier [sic] are three bed rooms at the back of the parlours a passage
or hall goes through the house between the two parlours six feet in width, it opens
in front under a verandah 8 feet wide, with a half glass door a walk leads from the
front door through the garden, planted on each side with vines, the garden is
planted with nearly all kinds of fruit trees & is about an acre in extent.… (Sutton,
2004, pp. 29-30)
Several bedrooms and parlours were required as Blackford remained an accommodation
house, with the kitchen in a separate building (which also still stands). Some of the
garden plants described by Gifford also appear to have survived. Gifford sold Blackford
and 166 acres to Andrew Dunn in 1859. (Sutton 2004, pp. 32-33)
The first European occupant of the later town site of Kingston was probably a shepherd
employed by Gifford, for in September 1856, Superintendent of Telegraphs Charles Todd
passed through the district while planning the Adelaide-Melbourne telegraph route, and
recorded that he "stopped the night at a shepherd's hut near Maria Creek". (SAPP No. 11
of 1856, p. 11)
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First Keilira Homestead (Kingston National Trust Museum)

Near Blackford, James Brown, another Scottish emigrant, founded Avenue Range
station, also known as Kalyra or Keilira, in 1849. Brown added Taratap (as an outstation),
Blackford, and other runs to his holdings. (Danvers 1983) Licence number 170 for a
station ‘near Reedy Creek’ was issued in 1847 to John Hindmarsh and the brothers H.F.
Morris and Thomas Morris, who named the run Bowaka. Thomas Morris soon became
sole owner, adding Avenue Station in the 1860s.
Pastoral tenure remained on an annual licence basis until 1851 when an amendment to
the Waste Lands Act replaced Occupation Licences with Pastoral Leases lasting 14
years. The change greatly improved graziers' security of tenure, and contributed to the
more substantial construction or extension of station buildings. Each of the stations
mentioned retain buildings from the 1840s and 1850s. These early homesteads often
comprise two or more buildings, joined by rooms or verandahs, with characteristic
stonework, hipped iron roofs, and large chimneys. They usually form part of a complex
of station buildings constructed over time.
Pastoral runs were largely self-sufficient. As many as 20 or 30 people were employed at
each run, forming small settlements at the head station. As the early runs were
unfenced, shepherds were employed to look after the flocks, each shepherd and hutkeeper living in small wooden huts. Aboriginal people were also employed as outside
workers and as domestic servants, often camping near the homesteads. Pastoral work
continued to provide a living for Aboriginal men and women through the twentieth
century; in the 1970s the last residents of the reserve near Blackford were well-known
local shearers. (Pers comm, G. McLaren, 2006)
There was also a great variety of work for the land-holders. There were routine station
functions, support activities such as building, colt breaking and teamstering, and farming
activities such as hay growing. Many graziers also engaged in mercantile activities. This
was the stimulus for the growth of several towns in the South-East, including Kingston.
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Soon after his arrival in South Australia, Archibald (Archie) Cooke went ‘run hunting’ in
the South-East, taking up the Maria Creek run in 1851, as well as land near Tailem Bend.
Cooke was joined by his brother James when he had completed his apprenticeship in the
Liverpool shipping industry. The Cookes ‘saw the necessity for transporting the products
of pastoralism to the outside world and of creating a base for their trade’, and in 1858
with George Kingston, created the private port-town of Kingston on their land at
Lacepede Bay. (Danvers 1983)
The acquisition and development of station holdings was also augmented by
intermarriage between grazier families; Thomas Morris married Anne, a daughter of
Margaret Hutchison, in 1853 (Banks 1970, pp 6-7). As families united and grew, and their
fortunes waxed and waned, runs were acquired, amalgamated, divided, sold, and
recombined, with the familiar names often recurring. In 1875 Morris sold Bowaka to
Anne’s brother and stepfather, Hutchison and Dunn The Strangways legislation later
allowed graziers to build up their family estates by putting forward their sons as
‘selectors’. Ashmore Station was established in this way in the late 1880s by Andrew, a
son of William Hutchison. (Danvers 1983)
Another successful grazier was John Gall, who took up pastoral work on his own account
with the purchase of Scrubby Swamp (Kercoonda) in 1862. Over the following decade
he acquired interests in Dalkeith, Lake Eliza, Tilleys Swamp, Marcollat, and Cantara
stations. The last three properties aggregated 300 square miles, making Gall one of the
largest landholders in the Lacepede district. He owned or leased most of the land
between Salt Creek and Kingston. He built the present homestead at Tilleys Swamp in
1866, and moved his family to Cantara in 1883, when his new homestead was
completed, one of the largest houses in the district. Cantara overlooked the Coorong
road and telegraph line, and a horse changing station was located there. Gall held the
contract for the Meningie-Kingston mail run during the 1880s, and also ran an eating
house for travellers further north near the Chinese Well. Like other large land-holders
Gall was active in local affairs, including as Chairman of Lacepede District Council from
1892 until his death in 1907. The Gall family owned Cantara until 1932, but the
homestead had been marginalised when the road and telegraph line were relocated
further east of the Coorong, and rabbit infestation degraded the land. (Banks 1973, pp.
24-26; SA Heritage Register file 10572)
Introduced rabbits migrating east from Victoria devastated South Australia's grazing
lands from late in the nineteenth century. This additional difficulty accentuated other
changes in the pastoral regime that would steadily decrease the profitability of the wool
industry as time passed. There would be bad times and some more good times ahead,
but the industry would never again enjoy the prosperity of the mid-nineteenth century that
had driven the great wave of pastoral settlement across Australia.
The Chinese
Life in the South-East was to change very rapidly in the 1850s, and many of the changes
were to come from the new colony of Victoria, created from the former Port Phillip District
in November 1850. In 1851 a succession of gold discoveries were reported in Victoria;
first at Clunes, then over the next few months at Mount Alexander, Buninyong and
Ballarat. What followed was Australia's first experience of a major gold rush, as
immigrants from other colonies and overseas poured into the new goldfields, creating
unprecedented economic activity fuelled by the wealth coming from the diggings.
20

Peter Bell & Susan Marsden 2008

Kingston Heritage Survey
The discovery of gold in New South Wales and Victoria in 1851 began a process which
dramatically affected not only the economy of those colonies, but Australian society in
general. The immediate impact was felt in an increase of population, as people rushed
first from the other colonies, and then from overseas, to the places where gold had been
discovered. Wealth increased, both because of the value of the gold produced and the
money that came with the new arrivals. Banks were able to lend far more money to
finance new developments. On the other hand, labour became scarce, and wages and
the value of goods both rose. Wool rose to its highest price ever. The sleepy agricultural
colonies of Australia were utterly transformed as infrastructure followed the new
prosperity: steamships, harbours, railways, telegraph lines, factories, cities.
One effect of the gold rushes was an influx of Chinese miners into Victoria from 1853
onward, rising to a population of about 20,000 by 1855, the first significant non-British
ethnic group to arrive in the Australian colonies. Their presence soon attracted
resentment. As a direct result of the Eureka uprising, all adult British males in Victoria
were given the vote in 1855, greatly increasing the political power of European miners. A
few months later that power was expressed in Australia's first anti-Chinese legislation,
when the coyly-titled "Act to Make Provision for Certain Immigrants", came into effect on
1 November 1855. The Act defined an immigrant as "any male adult native of China",
and had two measures designed to discourage Chinese miners from landing in Victoria.
The first was a direct entry fee of ten pounds per head, probably roughly equivalent to
$2,000 in today's currency, a steep impost for a peasant from Guangdong Province, but
the second was a more cunning economic disincentive to shipping owners: the number of
"immigrants" landed in Victoria could not exceed one per ten tons shipping tonnage.
That meant that a very large ship of say 1,000 tons, capable of carrying probably 500
passengers, could only land 100 in Melbourne or Geelong, so the carriage of passengers
from China to Victoria became unprofitable for shipping firms. Direct arrivals of Chinese
diggers in Victorian ports dropped rapidly.
As the legislation only controlled arrivals by sea, the obvious means of bypassing it was
by entering Victoria overland from South Australia or New South Wales. By the early
months of 1856, ships which had been loading Chinese passengers for Victoria when the
legislation came into effect were diverting to the South Australian ports of Port Adelaide
and Robe, and for the next two years South Australia was the principal entry route to the
Victorian goldfields. The shipping agents ran a well-organised immigration business; in
July 1856, five ships arrived in Port Adelaide with 1,500 Chinese passengers in a matter
of days. They were met by local agents, housed in temporary camps in what are now the
Adelaide suburbs, then guided on the long overland road to Victoria, where wells had
been dug along the route. The principal entry point was the closer and newly-opened
port of Robe in the south-east, where incomplete Customs records show at least 15,000
Chinese were landed, mostly in the first half of 1857. (Rendell 1953; Cawthorne 1974)
This influx must have nearly doubled the Chinese population of Victoria.
The Chinese arriving through Robe had little direct influence on the Kingston district to
the north, but some of those landing at Port Adelaide did. Many of them walked from
Port Adelaide to Victoria down the Coorong road in 1856 and 1857, and their journey has
left a remarkable physical legacy in the form of the masonry Chinese well and the
quarries which provided the stone for its construction. Some writers have queried
whether the well is Chinese in origin, suggesting that it might be one of the government
wells later dug in the vicinity about 1880. However the well was first mentioned in writing
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and its builders identified when it was probably only a few months old, by Charles Todd in
September 1856, while surveying the route for his electric telegraph along the Coorong:
"On the 24th, I crossed the Coorong [to the eastern shore] two miles below Bradford's, at
a place called the Chinamen's Wells, and then along that side of the Coorong to
McGrath's flats." (SAPP No. 11 of 1856, p. 11) It is intriguing that Todd used the plural
"wells" as though there were then more than one well, for the amount of stone removed
from the nearby quarries also appears far more than required for the one existing well.
He referred to the place as Chinamen's Wells again when proposing the route for the
telegraph line.
The Victorian government put pressure on South Australia to plug the legislative gap, and
in a gesture of inter-colonial solidarity, the South Australian Parliament in 1857 passed
legislation almost identical to the Victorian Act of 1855, but titled it much more frankly,
"An Act to make Provision for Levying a Charge on Chinese Arriving in South Australia".
The influx of Chinese through the South-East ceased in 1857, less than two years after it
began.
The immediate effect on South Australia of the Victorian gold rush was economic
depression as both capital and labour - about a third of the workforce - left for the
goldfields. Faced with an economic crisis, the South Australian government came up
with a bold plan to buy gold on the diggings, guarantee its safe passage to Adelaide, and
mint gold coins for circulation. By February 1852 a party of police and soldiers had laid
out a new road from Adelaide to the Mount Alexander Goldfield, and for the next two
years a series of police escorts brought nearly two million pounds worth of gold back to
South Australia. (Clyne 1987, pp. 107-119) This route established for the gold escorts
would alter the whole geography of the South-East. For many travellers it became the
direct road to Victoria, taking away some of the traffic from the coastal route past
Lacepede Bay, and eventually defining the line of the Adelaide-Melbourne railway and
the present Dukes Highway. In 1852 the township of Border Town was surveyed on
Tatiara Creek midway along the goldfields road. In the next few decades it would
become the heart of the rich Tatiara wool and wheat district, making a major economic
contribution to Kingston's hinterland. (Jones 1985)
The Town of Kingston
The events of the early 1850s - the introduction of pastoral leases and the expansion of
sheep grazing, the building of the inter-colonial telegraph, booming wool prices and the
new prosperity of the goldrush era - brought about a new era in the South-East. They set
the scene for an intensification of settlement in the Lacepede Bay district that would
justify the creation of a town.
Kingston’s modest size belies its complex beginnings as not one, but a whole series of
‘towns’. Kingston had a surfeit of names, including Lacepede Bay or just Lacepede,
Maria Creek, Rosetown, Port Caroline and not one but two towns called Kingston. There
were four episodes of urban survey: the private town of Kingston, laid out by the Cooke
brothers and the prominent parliamentarian G.S. Kingston in 1858; the government Town
of Kingston in 1861; the Cookes’ Town of Lacepede in 1867; and the government’s
Rosetown in 1877, further complicated by declaration of the official port as Port Caroline
in 1865. (Manning 1990, p.169) To distinguish the town from another of the same name
on the River Murray, its official name became Kingston SE in 1940.
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The brothers Archibald and James Cooke were the key figures in the development of
Kingston. Marie Dunn paints a picture of them as ambitious and shrewd businessmen,
who had pastoral interests both at Maria Creek and further north nearer the Murray at
Cooke Plains. Their vision extended well beyond the pastoral industry; they wanted a
port and a railway to tap the hinterland of the South-East, and further afield to the
agricultural lands of the Tatiara and western Victoria. Further, they had the financial and
political skills to raise investment capital in Scotland, and to win government support for
their port and railway. They allied themselves with powerful figures like Thomas Elder
and George Kingston. Although Kingston's name was given to the new town in 1861, his
role in the scheme seems to have been small. He lent his public backing and invested
some money, but the Cookes were the driving force. (Dunn 1969)

Early view of Agnes Street, Ship Inn on right (Kingston National Trust Museum)

The Observer of 27 February 1858 reported that Archibald Cooke had departed for
Lacepede Bay "with a number of mechanics, labourers, etc, and all the requisite stores
for commencing a new township on his property at Maria Creek to be called Kingston".
The township had already been surveyed, for the first survey plan of the Township of
Kingston lodged in the General Registry Office in Adelaide is dated 7 January 1858.
(GRO Plan 129 of 1866) The subdivided land was part of Section 508, which George
Kingston owned. The survey plan is also signed "G.S. Kingston", and this has led many
people to believe that Kingston, who was a qualified surveyor and had worked with
Colonel Light on the survey of Adelaide, personally carried out the town survey.
However, in 1857-58, Kingston was member of the House of Assembly for the District of
Clare and Burra, and Speaker of the Parliament. He was busy in his electorate,
particularly Burra, which was a booming copper mining town where he was also
chairman of the mining company. He was also involved in setting up the South
Australian chapter of what would become the Institute of Architects, and preoccupied with
importing glassware and china to equip his grand house at Brighton. He found time to do
some prestigious architectural commissions on the side, such as Saint Mary's church at
Port Adelaide and extensions to Saint Francis Xavier Cathedral and Ayers House.
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(Langmead 1994, pp. 165-167) It is difficult to imagine that during this period he actually
packed his theodolite in a suitcase and took ship to live in a tent at Lacepede Bay for a
few weeks to lay out the Township of Kingston. It is far more likely that his signature
means he certified the work of more junior surveyors whose names we do not know.

Part of the 1858 Survey Plan of Kingston (GRO Plan 129 of 1866)

Whoever drew it, the first survey plan of Kingston is an interesting document. The town
is laid out in a rough rectangle bounded by Maria Creek, Cooke Street, South Terrace
and East Terrace. However, within that rectangle the streets are turned at about 60° to
form a diagonal grid, so that all internal streets meet the rectangular boundary roads at
odd angles. There is no other town plan quite like it in South Australia; although the
diagonal streets have some precedents in the Village of Kensington in Adelaide's eastern
suburbs and the township of Willunga, laid out twenty years earlier in 1838 and 1840.
There were no parkland reserves, and no indication of how road traffic would enter the
town. It does not look like George Kingston's work, given that Kingston is sometimes
credited with designing the layout of the City of Adelaide.
Although the survey plan is dated 1858, it was not lodged in the General Registry Office
until 1866. There was nothing irregular about this; allotments in a private town could be
sold without registering the plan with the government. The decision to lodge it eight
years later in 1866 may have been something to do with the Cookes' new subdivision of
Lacepede alongside the original town.
Allotments were being sold from 1858 onward, and a town gradually took shape. A jetty
was under construction by 1860. Although it stood in shallow water, and produce had to
be carried by lighters to big ships at a deeper anchorage, Kingston became the hoped-for
centre for the export of wool from much of the South-East. Bulllock drays were soon a
familiar sight, bringing their loads from the pastoral runs.
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In 1861 the government surveyed the official Town of Kingston between the Cookes’
township and the sea, and in 1865 formally proclaimed the port, although they named it
Port Caroline. Both actions anticipated an influx of business from the opening of new
hundreds in the district. For the same reason, a new post office, police station and court
house were built in the 1860s. All were constructed on the Government Reserve,
forming a new business centre around Holland Street, in the ‘government town’ of
Kingston, some distance from Agnes Street, the main street in the Cooke brothers’
privately-subdivided town. As the government blocks cost less than Kingston charged for
the other blocks, in the 1860s growth was concentrated in the government town.
Holland/Hanson Street, which led to the seafront near the jetty, was also the focus of port
businesses, including the wool stores and James Cooke’s store. This area later became
the terminus of the Naracoorte Railway, when the two private and government towns
finally grew together. Kingston’s three hotels were soon erected in Hanson and Agnes
Streets.
A third business street developed along Cameron Street after 1863, when a bridge was
opened across Maria Creek, to bring travellers from the north more directly into the town.
(Chronicle 12 September 1863). All three streets retain this evidence of the town’s
historical development today. There are effectively two town centres, on Holland Street
and Agnes/Cameron Street, although the port, the railway and the old road crossing of
Maria Creek have long since been closed, and travellers today drive along the highway
skirting the eastern edge of the town.

Holy Trinity Anglican Church, Kingston (Kingston National Trust Museum)

Kingston’s first 20 years between 1858 and 1878 saw the greatest flurry of subdivision
and construction. By 1865 the town’s population was about 150, with an additional 50
men employed by the government in drainage and roadmaking, and 20 to 30 Aborigines
living in wurleys along Maria Creek (Register 28 March 1865). While demand for blocks
ran hot, the Cooke brothers surveyed a further subdivision, which they named Lacepede,
and the government laid out the suburban township of Rosetown, north of Maria Creek.
Why new extensions to the township had to be given different names is a mystery.
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Several of the town’s stone buildings, including Reverend Milne’s “Vine Cottage” and the
Bank of Adelaide, were built by Kingston’s first stone mason, Charles Dover.
The growth of population prompted formation of new civic institutions: Lacepede District
Council was proclaimed in 1873, and the Institute was built in the same year. The
fortunes of the town were greatly boosted by the opening of the railway from the port
inland to Naracoorte in 1876. This not only brought goods, trades and workmen to the
town, but, by stimulating agriculture in the district, it also increased demand for goods
and services from new farming families.
The railway was also the catalyst for the only other village formed in the Kingston district.
Reedy Creek grew around a railway siding 21km east of Kingston. Railway workers’
cottages and other houses, a post office, a school, a hall and a church were built
between the 1870s and 1910, forming a small settlement, but most fell into disuse and
were demolished following closure of the railway and due to the close proximity of the
main town. The hall still stands, marking the centre of a once-active community life.
(Hensel 1988, pp 6-9)
Rail traffic brought more rapid growth to Kingston. A new jetty was begun in 1881, which
was even longer than the first, at 4,005 feet (Express 21 June 1881). James Cooke had
advised against the siting and design of the jetty, and his pessimism was realised as,
once again, most of the loading work had to be done by lighters. Even so, the port
thrived as rising quantities of wheat and wool from as far afield as Victoria, as well as
local kangaroo skins, tallow, and wattle bark flowed down the railway and were brought
by drays. The port was also visited weekly by the Adelaide and Mount Gambier
steamers, which provided a much more comfortable and convenient journey than by
road.
The Cooke brothers continued to foster the town, including donating land for such
amenities as the school and the cemetery - where Archie Cooke’s wife was the first to be
buried, killed when their Kingston house burned down. James Cooke, unlike Archie, took
up permanent residence, arriving in 1864 with his wife Mary and family in Kingston,
where they built their new home, “Otter House”. James became the patriarch of the
emerging town, fostering its social and economic development, agitating for the railway
and improved port facilities, and helping to establish the main cultural institutions, helped
by Mary, who threw her energies into getting regular church services and schools for
both white and Aboriginal children. A new public school was opened at Kingston in 1880
(Chronicle 21 February 1880). “Otter House” was chosen as an overnight stopping place
for Princes George and Albert during their South Australian tour in 1881. However,
during the recession of the mid-1880s Cooke lost much of his wealth, and the Bank of
Adelaide took over the house, although the family lived there until James’ death in 1892.
The quiet lives of the townspeople during this period was interrupted on 10 May 1897 by
South Australia’s worst earthquake, the most dramatic and damaging event in Kingston’s
history. Tom Dyster has drawn on reminiscences and reports to write an evocative
account:
… a rumbling that grew to an echoing boom almost simultaneous with a vague
movement of the earth that … grew to a violent shaking… Mr Jarman, general
storekeeper, became aware of the shuddering of the thin walls of his timber
framed shop. Instinctively he made for the doorway to the sound of crashing
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glassware .… As the grocer and others who had rushed to the street for safety
stared about themselves in a mixture of amazement and fear, there was a series
of thunderous crashes as chimneys all over the township, broke off and tumbled
across galvanised iron roofs. In the stone residence next door to Mr Jarman's
shop, a large stone of about half a hundredweight, fell down the kitchen chimney...
The first shock of "The Great Earthquake" of 1897 had hit Kingston!
…. At Kingston the first shock lasted only twenty seconds but in that time the
entire population of the town had followed Mr Jarman's example. Kingston in
record time had taken to the roadways. Slowly and gingerly they now began to
survey the damage. It was considerable! ...The three hotels of the town had all
suffered severe damage. Their walls were cracked, their balconies sagging. In The
Royal Mail several of the first floor bedrooms were quite unsafe.
.... The English and Scottish churches had both suffered. Windows had been
shattered, roofs torn. Sheets of iron pointed skyward at crazy angles. Cracked
walls in the railway station, the post office the bakery and the Union Bank bore
further testimony to the severity of the shock. Almost every private home in the
town had suffered to some extent. (Dyster, 1996)
Schoolchildren long remembered their fright on ‘Earthquake day’, and a stampede of
frightened upper graders was blocked by the inward opening doors. The children
escaped with cuts and bruises, but the school was so badly damaged that it was closed
for repairs - which included refitting the class-room doors. ‘To the day the building was
closed to use in 1985 they opened outward.’ (Dyster, 1992)
Damage was reported to the value of £20,000, including cracked cells at the Police
Station, a broken belfry at the Church of England, damaged chimneys at the Crown
Hotel, and severe damage to the Wesleyan Manse. Probably the most severely
damaged building was the Presbyterian church, which was demolished as a result,
although it had also been without a minister for many years. In March 2006, when
Kingston residents were asked, “What tells Kingston’s story?” at the Heritage Workshop
held for this study, they highlighted the earthquake’s heritage - including the school
doors.
The Port of Kingston
Both land and sea access to the South-East were transformed in the 1850s. Sea access
has been an issue from first European settlement to the present, as there are very few
sheltered harbours anywhere on the South-East coastline. When the first pastoralists
were arriving, the only port was Greytown (now Southend) on Rivoli Bay, established in
1846. The better and closer port of Robe on Guichen Bay was proclaimed in 1847, and
in the years when the South-East was booming it became the second-busiest port in
South Australia. But while Robe was briefly the main source of supplies for the Kingston
graziers, and the destination of their wool bales, it too was a small and dangerous
harbour, often closed in bad weather.
When the Cooke brothers established Kingston in 1858, they chose to site it on the
sheltered waters of Lacepede Bay because they knew it would make an excellent port.
At first vessels loaded from boats on the beach, then in 1860 the Cookes built a small
jetty. It and its successors immediately became Kingston's principal means of trade with
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the outside world for the next 80 years. However, for the first five years it was only a
private port, not an official port.
The declaration of a government port was of great importance to mariners. It was by no
means simply a formality, but showed that the landing place had government backing. It
implied that the Marine Board had surveyed it to ensure there was sheltered water for
vessels either at anchor or beside a wharf, that any hazards had been marked by
navigational aids, that there were printed sailing directions available and a pilot to take
ships in and out if required, and a customs house where immigrants could be processed
and import duties paid. In the event of grounding or other mishap, marine insurers would
take a very dim view if they learned the ship had deliberately been brought close inshore
anywhere but at a gazetted port. A ship's master would be reluctant to land passengers
and goods anywhere other than a port, for he would potentially be facing unknown
hazards with an uninsured ship and cargo, and also running the risk of being charged
with immigration offences and smuggling. Declaration of a port was essential if
commerce was to succeed.
However, while the government laid out an official township beside the Cooke brothers'
subdivision at Kingston in 1861, they did not recognise their port. Presumably the marine
authorities were reluctant to declare Kingston a port because there was already an
official port with a customs house only thirty miles away at Robe, and they saw no good
reason to duplicate these facilities at the private settlement of Kingston to serve
essentially the same hinterland. Strangely however, the government did fund a new jetty
at Kingston, to replace the Cookes' primitive landing place. The new jetty was an
impressive structure, built on cast iron screw piles and extending 1200m out to sea.
Coastal trading vessels with a draught of up to 4m could tie up alongside; larger
international ships had to anchor in Lacepede Bay and load from ketches. A small
lighthouse stood at the end of the jetty to guide shipping.
It was the sea that eventually forced further action from the government, for the officiallysanctioned harbour at Robe was seriously flawed. For much of the year the deeply
recessed Guichen Bay offered protection from the prevailing south-westerly swell,
although the cliffs forming its entrance were always hazardous. But when a storm came
from the northwest, waves swept the length of the bay, and there was no safe anchorage
anywhere. By 1861 when the port was only 14 years old, there were the wrecks of eight
vessels - most of them substantial three-masted ships - around the southern shores of
Guichen Bay, three of them wrecked in 1857 alone. (Clark 1990) The remedy was
obvious, as Thomas Lipson had drawn attention to the strangely sheltered waters of
Lacepede Bay nearly ten years earlier.
In 1865 the government belatedly proclaimed an official port in Lacepede Bay, the same
port which the Cooke brothers had named Kingston five years earlier. But perversely the
government gave the port the new name of Port Caroline, ignoring the established
private name of Port Kingston. Perhaps this was based on political animosity to George
Kingston, now independent Speaker of the House of Assembly, republican and reformer,
or perhaps the new name was intended to evade legal liability for any prior actions
undertaken by its private operators. The effect of the new name was simply to add
another to the list of placenames that were proliferating around the settlement at the
mouth of Maria Creek, but proclamation of a port cleared at least the legal reservations
about the use of Lacepede Bay by commercial shipping. The future of the settlement
was assured.
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Cape Jaffa Lighthouse
The one remaining obstacle to shipping approaching Lacepede Bay was the deadly
Margaret Brock Reef. It had already claimed three vessels passing by along the coast,
the Maria in 1840, the Margaret Brock in 1852 and the Agnes in 1865. The wreck of the
Margaret Brock had brought action from Trinity House in Port Adelaide, and a small
wooden marker known as the Lipson Beacon was placed on the reef in 1854. But it was
unlighted, and so could not be seen at night or in foul weather.
With the establishment of a government port at Kingston in 1865, there had to be a more
satisfactory navigation aid marking the reef and its associated shoals. Plans for a
lighthouse on the reef were underway by 1866, but choosing a satisfactory design for the
lighthouse, obtaining funds from parliament, ordering its components from Britain and
calling tenders for construction took two years, so it was late 1868 before work
commenced.
The lighthouse was to be located on the rocks of the Margaret Brock reef, 8km offshore
from Cape Jaffa. The design chosen was drawn up by English engineer George Wells,
and consisted of a prefabricated iron tower mounted on a platform. (A nearly identical
offshore lighthouse was built on the Wonga Shoal off Port Adelaide, and a similar tower
was built on land at South Neptune Island.) Twenty-three slender iron screw piles would
be sunk 3m into the reef to support a timber platform fitted with boat davits and a crane.
Above this rose a large two-story corrugated iron building topped by the hexagonal light
tower, rising over 40m above the sea. As the lighthouse had to be self-sufficient for
months on end, it had a well-equipped maintenance workshop, storerooms and fuel
stores, a signal room, meteorological station and accommodation for two keepers. On
shore at the tip of Cape Jaffa would be built more comfortable stone cottages for three
lightkeepers' families, and a shore signal station.
The construction contract was let to William King, who set up his workers' camp in late
1868 on Cape Jaffa at a place still known as King's Camp. The contract called for
construction to be completed within twelve months, but when it was signed, it was
obvious that neither the Marine Board nor King had any idea how hard the rocks were, or
what sort of weather to expect on the Margaret Brock reef! The job took three years, not
one. Construction had to begin with workers standing on the rock surface of the reef,
manually rotating the screw piles, and the sea made that impossible for weeks at a time.
A rare combination of low tide and flat calm was necessary for any work to proceed.
The Cape Jaffa lighthouse was eventually completed in January 1872, and operated for
the next 101 years. There would be no more shipping disasters on the Margaret Brock
reef. Its first light was essentially a huge kerosene lamp focused through a complex lens
to be visible 40km away. It floated in a bath of mercury to provide a perfectly level base,
and was rotated by a clockwork mechanism. After Federation the lighthouse was handed
over to the Commonwealth. In 1909 the light source was replaced by a more
sophisticated kerosene vapour mantle, but otherwise its operation changed little
throughout its career. By 1937 the advent of radio meant that the shore station no longer
had to be within sight of the lighthouse, and the attached stone cottages isolated on
Cape Jaffa were replaced by three freestanding lightkeepers' residences on Marine
Parade in the town of Kingston.
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Cape Jaffa Lighthouse on Margaret Brock Reef (Kingston National Trust Museum)

By 1973, shipping from the port of Kingston had dwindled to virtually nothing, and the
aging Cape Jaffa light was taken out of service. Recognising the historical significance of
the lighthouse, and the fact that its prefabricated structure made it portable, the
Commonwealth Department of Transport assisted in dismantling the tower and quarters,
complete with the light, and removing it by helicopter and lighthouse tender to Kingston,
where it was re-erected on the foreshore by the Kingston Branch of the National Trust.
The completed lighthouse was officially handed over to the Trust on 24 January 1976,
104 years to the day after it was commissioned. (McLaren 1977)
The navigational role of the Cape Jaffa light was taken over by the Guichen Bay beacon
at Robe in 1973, while a small beacon light was placed on the lighthouse platform as a
warning for local vessels. In 2002 the beacon was replaced by a modern strobe light on
a free-standing pile: the fourth warning beacon on the Cape Jaffa Reef in 150 years. The
Department of Transport wanted to demolish the platform in 2004 for fear it could shed
planks that might be hazardous to shipping, but it had become a roosting place for
thousands of gannets and other seabirds, and a strong reaction from environmentalists
deferred the move. The lighthouse platform still stands on the reef. (Ibbotson 2006, pp.
142-143)
The Railway
The Cooke brothers' plan for their port always included a railway to the interior, and
throughout the 1860s the agitation for opening up grazing land for farmers made it likely
that much of the upper South-East might grow wheat, a much more lucrative industry
than wool. People referred to the proposed line as the "Border Railway", because the
Cookes hoped that it would one day cross the colonial border and tap the Western
District of Victoria. (Register 23 September 1868) But it took them years to convince
parliament. In 1864 their hopes plunged when a route was surveyed from Naracoorte to
Robe. Rival interests in Robe, Penola and Mount Gambier vigorously opposed the
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railway to Kingston, arguing that it would run too far north to serve the richest woolgrowing parts of the region.
The debate swung in Kingston's favour in 1868. By then it was indisputable that
Lacepede Bay was the most sheltered harbour in the South-East, and parliament was
debating the Strangways Act, which would bring agricultural settlement to the Tatiara, but
not the wetter country further south. (Dunn 1969, p. 61) A parliamentary compromise led
to a plan for a railway that would go inland from Kingston to Naracoorte, with branch lines
south to Mount Gambier and north to Border Town. Everyone was satisfied. Linking with
the Victorian border was far too controversial to mention.
The South-Eastern Railway Act passed through parliament in 1871, and construction
commenced the following year. The line ran east from Kingston to Naracoorte, crossing
the flats and ranges. While there were no major hills or watercourses obstructing the
route, a large proportion of the line would have to be raised on embankments across all
the flood-prone flats. For the next four years, railway construction was the busiest
industry in the Kingston hinterland. The narrow gauge track was completed to
Naracoorte by June 1876, and the line would have been open for business except for
one important omission: there were no locomotives available! South Australian Railways
had somehow managed to complete the railway before the locomotives on order from
England had arrived.

Kingston Railway Station (Kingston National Trust Museum)

There were wagons available, so for the next six months the government railway hired its
wagons out to private carriers who used their own horse teams to haul them on the
railway. A carrier was given a contract to convey passengers in an enclosed wagon.
Although highly unsatisfactory, this arrangement provided a sort of rail transport through
the second half of 1876, until the steam locomotives began arriving in December.
(Cameron n.d.)
The long-delayed railway service was officially opened by the Commissioner for Public
Works on 16 January 1877, commencing a daily train service between Kingston and
Naracoorte. A number of politicians and dignitaries had come by steamer from Adelaide
for the occasion, but George Kingston was not among them. (Register 17 January 1877)
This was only the third major railway line into rural South Australia: the longest was the
Great Northern line which went as far as Burra, and the Port Pirie to Crystal Brook line
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had opened a year earlier. However, the next few years saw a railway-building boom all
over the colony. From Naracoorte, branch lines went north to Wolseley and Border Town
in 1883 and south to Penola and Mount Gambier in 1887, bringing most of the SouthEast into Kingston's hinterland. One of the most ambitious of the new lines was the intercolonial railway which crossed the Mount Lofty Ranges and ran through Murray Bridge
and Border Town to Melbourne.
The Naracoorte railway brought a surge of development in Kingston and the surrounding
district. The stone railway station and goods shed were built in the heart of the town,
near the post office and courthouse, with a line running out onto the jetty. A new stronger
jetty had to be built to take railway locomotives and wagons, and the government
enlarged the town, surveying Rosetown north of Maria Creek. Within the next few years,
Jarman's timber mill was flourishing, and the town had a new school and Wesleyan and
Presbyterian churches. Where the line crossed Baker's Range, the new town of
Lucindale was established in 1877, and a smaller settlement sprang up where the railway
crossed Reedy Creek.

Jarman's Timber Works, Cooke Street (Kingston National Trust Museum)

However, the railway never brought economic benefits on the scale that Archibald and
James Cooke had dreamed of. It was the inter-colonial rail link that brought the grand
plan for Kingston undone. The brothers had not foreseen that the "border railway" would
not be their Naracoorte line, but the Adelaide to Melbourne railway. When it opened in
1887 it ran straight through the heart of the Tatiara and connected by the Wolseley
branch line with the Naracoorte district. The new broad gauge line linked their potential
agricultural export trade directly to Port Adelaide, and cut Kingston off from the lucrative
international wheat market.
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The Farmers
The European settlement of much of the arable land of South Australia began with large
wool grazing properties, which were later subdivided and sold to small wheat growers.
Neither of these government-sanctioned models worked well in the upper South-East. It
took decades of experience to establish that small grazing farms were the most
successful way to use the land and the climate of Lacepede Bay. That long period of
experimentation saw many farmers in the Kingston district living on what Marie Dunn
called "the rim of failure". (Dunn 1969, p. 141)
Apart from crops such as the hay grown by the Cooke brothers for coach horses, the
Lacepede district was exclusively a wool-growing area until the 1860s. The small stone
cottage called White Hut marks the site of one of the earliest farm properties in the
Kingston district. William Smith and Sarah Smith were among the first to take up land
north of Kingston when it was offered for agricultural settlement in the early 1860s. They
first settled on section 517 in 1862, and then in 1878 selected this site (sections 3 and 4),
facing the main road which ran through the Coorong. (Jones & Cameron 1999, p. 95)
In 1864 the Surveyor-General George Goyder carried out an inspection of the colony’s
pastoral runs and reported that much land was underutilised as pastoral leases in areas
where there was sufficient rainfall to grow wheat. Political pressure mounted to extend
agriculture into the established grazing lands, culminating in An Act to Further Amend the
Waste Lands Act (usually known as the Strangways Act) in 1869. Under the new
legislation promising land held under pastoral lease would be surveyed and offered for
selection, and the selectors could take up land on credit, paying only a 10% deposit.
Most of the applicants were seeking land to grow wheat.

Reedy Creek school children, 1912 (Kingston National Trust Museum)
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As part of the process of closer settlement, South Australia was divided into counties,
then into smaller units called hundreds, each consisting of approximately 100 square
miles. New hundreds were surveyed in the Kingston district, and were proclaimed
Agricultural Areas, open for land selection under Strangways Act in the 1870s and 1880s.
They included the Hundreds of Duffield, Landseer, Lacepede, Mt Benson, Bowaka,
Murrabinna and Minecrow. The main impetus for the surveys in the Kingston district was
the new railway line to Naracoorte. The South Australian Register reported in 1880 that
when the line was opened (in 1876) nearly all the land on either side "was in the hands of
squatters; and it is only within the present year that anything like a general cutting-up of
this country has taken place". (Proud 1881, p 5) The success of an agricultural
settlement at Baker’s Range (Lucindale) had brought pressure by farmers for more land.
To meet this demand the Government have lately surveyed and thrown open
nearly a dozen other hundreds - in fact, almost all the land between Naracoorte
and the seaboard for a distance of twenty miles north and twenty miles south of
the railway. Though this line has never yet paid its working expenses it has
undoubtedly led to the throwing open of this country - more than a million acres which was but a few years ago regarded as only fit for sheep. (Proud 1881, p 6)
However, the ‘special reporter’ believed that the government ‘have now rushed to the
opposite extreme’, and was surveying land that in some areas was under water for most
of the year. ‘The greater part of the Hundred of Ross, for example, is little better than a
swamp … and … no drainage scheme is at present projected to make the land fit for the
agriculturist.’ (Proud 1881, p 6) Indeed, some people described as ‘very suicidal’, the
survey of the hundreds of Mt Benson, Bowaka, and Murrimbina [Murrabinna] in the
flooded country around Kingston. (Williams,1974, p. 191)
The European settlers faced a seasonally–flooded landscape in the coastal margins of
the lower South-East, caused by a sequence of ancient (‘stranded’) coastal dunes which
trapped the westward flow of surface waters. Flooding disrupted travel and prevented
large–scale farming. During a visit in 1862, Goyder saw clearly that draining would
increase pastoral areas and create new agricultural land. He determined the causes of
flooding and the direction of movement of water, and supported enlargement of the
natural outfalls at Maria and Salt Creeks, and new cuttings through the coastal ranges as
the start of a more complex scheme of drainage channels cut at right angles to the
direction of the flats, to the sea.
The demands for increased farming land meant that Goyder’s proposals were ultimately
carried out, but it took nearly a hundred years to complete a comprehensive drainage
scheme. The outlet of Maria Creek was enlarged and straightened in 1863, mainly to
alleviate road flooding around the town, but the first true drain in the Kingston district was
not dug until around 1880. This was the Kingston-Bowaka drain which carried water to
an improved outfall at Maria Creek. (Williams 1974, pp. 185, 203)
Initially, from 1864 both government–funded and private drains were cut to carry ‘excess’
water into the natural north-western flow towards the Coorong. North-west drainage
channels continued to be dug throughout the twentieth century, but the fall of land was so
slight that their effect was very limited. However, from 1911 the government also
employed a new technique to cut through the dunes to send the water straight out to sea.
It was only after the Second World War that this drainage program was pursued in
earnest, using modern earthmoving machinery. Between 1950 and 1972 the government
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expanded its program of diverting water to the coast rather than to the upper South-East,
and both the Butcher Gap Drain and the Blackford Drain were constructed during this
period. (Williams 1974; Fort 2005)
The Strangways Act was least successful in the South-East, except in the Tatiara district
around Border Town, inland from the Kingston district. Nine-tenths of the land in the
South-East was used as pasturage for sheep, and the legislation did little to alter the
dominance of the graziers. Instead, these efforts encouraged the growth of a new class
of graziers, the ‘squatter-farmer’. (Buxton 1966, p. 30). Further government efforts to
settle small farmers in the South-East, through purchasing and subdividing some large
properties also had limited effect. The first South-East estate purchased was the Mount
Benson run in 1901, and this was the only ‘closer settlement’ property near Kingston.
The district was too cold and wet for wheat growing, and its soils too poor. After some
early experiments with cropping, wool remained the staple product of the Kingston area.
Many local farmers struggled financially, plagued by the same problems that led to a
decrease in the region’s grazing capacity: ‘soil deficiencies … combined with bad
drainage, overstocking and the rabbit problem…’. (Marsden 1964, pp. 30 & 49) Charles
Barnett recalled, ‘In 1896 the rabbits arrived in thousands and it became a fight between
the farmer and the rabbit for existence - in some cases the rabbit won’. (Banks 1970, part
2, p. 21) The period from the 1890s to the 1950s when rabbits were a scourge, also
contributed to the destruction of many historical places, as unused stone buildings, walls
and ruins were ‘rabbit hazards’, giving them shelter, and so were demolished by farmers.
(P. England, verbal information, 2006) Small farmers kept going by using the district’s
natural resources and by doing a great variety of jobs: shearing, wattle bark stripping,
road making, kangaroo shooting and fishing, as illustrated in the history of the Aboriginal
farming family at Teeluc.
In the 1920s and 1930s a series of scientific and technical advances ‘improved the
prospects of the South-East immensely, raising the carrying capacity of the land for stock
and the fertility for agriculture’. They included the discovery of the regenerative effects of
subterranean clover and superphosphate, use of the rabbit fumigator to control rabbit
numbers, a ‘cure’ for coastal disease, and progress on drainage. (Marsden 1964, p. 50)
Like the grazier-farmers, the most successful farmers also engaged in mixed farming,
combining wheat growing with sheep grazing. Rural prosperity was also assured by the
high rainfall and abundant groundwater supplies.
The increasing rural population required new services, including schools. Several one
teacher schools were built in Kingston’s hinterland, usually with the help and ongoing
support of local families. When John Cooper bought land in the Blackford district in the
early 1900s there was no local school and he had a large family. With the help of his
neighbours he persuaded the Education Department to provide a teacher ‘on the
understanding that a school room and accommodation was provided for the teacher’. An
iron room was added to the stone wall of a ruin on Cooper’s land, the school opened in
1907, and the Coopers boarded the teacher for 30 years. Similar small ‘Provisional’
schools included Avenue Range (1901), Reedy Creek School and Hall (1907), White Hut
(opened as the Hundred of Duffield School in 1905), and Cape Jaffa School (1935).
Some schools had a very brief existence, such as Taratap, which opened in 1923 and
closed in 1926 because of a lack of students. (White, Mystery Tour, pp. 4-13)
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Changing times
The rise and fall of James Cooke’s fortunes was reflected in the prosperity of the town he
had co-founded. By the late 1880s Kingston’s demise as a seaport was well under way.
Local critics blamed the government for constructing a poor jetty, but larger government
projects elsewhere were mainly to blame. The construction of railways linking the lower
South-East, as well as western Victoria, directly to Port Adelaide crushed Kingston’s
prospects as a major port. By the turn of the twentieth century a smaller export trade
was supporting Kingston, including local wool, fish, powdered wattle bark and canned
rabbits to markets in Adelaide and Melbourne. In the heart of Kingston, near the jetty,
there were four wool stores as well as a wattle bark mill and a rabbit canning factory.
The fishing trade began to develop late in the nineteenth century, and would become a
staple industry in Kingston for fifty years. The Kingston Canning and Preserving Works
had a shorter life. Opened by the firm of Clarke, Ewers & Hill in January 1902, the
factory stood near the foreshore beside the railway yards, equipped with "the latest
machinery for the up-to-date preserving of all kinds of meat." It employed 14 workers,
and over the next four years exported 800,000 canned rabbits, as well as ten tons of
canned lobster and smaller quantities of canned mutton. However it failed within a few
years because of unreliable supplies, fluctuating prices and consumer resistance. Noone was really fond of tinned rabbit, and who needed to buy it when fresh rabbits were so
abundant? Whenever prices rose, suppliers diverted their products to the more lucrative
fresh meat market, so the canning plant was forced to buy inferior produce or close
down. The factory was really dependent on rural poverty, because trappers were paid
only threepence per pair for their rabbits. The canning works sat idle for years, amid
hopeful rumours that the government might buy it as a state enterprise. (Observer 25
June 1904, 27 August 1910)
Another rural product which supplemented farm incomes from the 1870s onward was
wattle bark, ground into powder for use in tanning leather. At first bark was simply
collected in the scrub, but some people in the Cape Jaffa area began to plant woodlots of
black wattle trees for systematic harvesting. There were two bark mills in the district,
conducted by Rudolf Wilke and Fred Wight at Noolook near Mount Benson and J. Grice
& Company in Kingston. The Noolook bark mill burnt down in 1906, but was rebuilt.
Grice's mill was taken over by Dalgetys. (Register 2 November 1904, 30 January 1906;
Observer 28 April 1906) The Noolook bark mill was a large enterprise with extensive
wattle plantations, and it remained in operation until 1960. (Vaughan 1986, pp. 83-86)
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Horse team carting wattle bark (Kingston National Trust Museum)

An event in 1905 gave a glimpse of the future of transport. Russell Grimwade of
Melbourne drove his Argyll motor car from Melbourne to Adelaide and back via the coast
road, passing through Kingston on both journeys. (Nicol 1978, pp. 21-23) It was
Kingston's first introduction to the new means of transport, and from that time a slowly
increasing flow of motor cars passed along the Coorong road and through the SouthEast, although it would be fifty years before the journey became anything like
comfortable. Probably few of the spectators watching Grimwade's car puttering through
Kingston foresaw that it was the prototype of vehicles which would eventually make both
the ships and the railway obsolete.
Motor cars of course ran on petrol, and the petroleum industry was a topic which was
soon to produce a flurry of interest in the Kingston district which would extend over many
years. There had been interest in oil exploration in South Australia since the 1880s when
a mysterious rubbery substance called Coorongite was discovered floating in the
Coorong lakes. Some believed it was a petroleum residue, and this led to Australia's first
oil well, drilled at Salt Creek on the Coorong between 1881 and 1883. The well found
nothing, and research showed that Coorongite was simply a decayed residue of algae
naturally growing in the lake waters. However, this did little to deter promoters of oil
drilling.
In 1915, Thomas Whaley formed Ocean Oil Ltd and, investing £7,000 to import an oil rig
from California, commenced to drill on the outskirts of Kingston, beside the road to Robe.
He drilled to below 1,000 feet (300m), but again found nothing before closing down the
following year. Whaley was not alone; in the early years of the twentieth century, other
bores were being put down at Robe, Kangaroo Island and the Yorke Peninsula, with
similar results.

Peter Bell & Susan Marsden 2008

37

Kingston Heritage Survey

Oil Drilling Rig at Kingston, 1920s (Kingston National Trust Museum)

In 1921 a more ambitious syndicate of Kingston graziers and Adelaide business interests
formed the Southern Ocean Oil Company Ltd with nominal capital of £150,000 (although
only about £10,000 was actually subscribed) to buy the drill rig and re-open "Whaley's
Bore". They drilled from 1923 until 1930, reaching a depth of 2,660 feet (800m) and as
usual found nothing at all. The whole idea of finding oil under Kingston was extremely
unlikely. Whaley's bore was based on his theory that the calm waters of Lacepede Bay
were caused by underwater oil seepage: "the oil well seeker readily connects smooth
waters in stormy weather with oil", he wrote. The Southern Ocean company sought the
opinion of a government geologist in 1927 when their bore was already down over 500m.
He told them they were wasting their money, as there was "no prospect of finding
petroleum" in the area. His report said, "the Company is recommended strongly to seek
expert advice .... much futile boring has been done through lack of geological advice."
(State Records GRS 513/3 123/1921 & GRS 8702/8 10/195; Prospectus 1923)
By 1901 sheep grazing and a range of farm produce were well-established industries in
the Lacepede Bay district, Kingston was (and would continue to be) the only town in the
district, and the base for state agencies, local government, and commercial and social
organisations. However, significant changes lay ahead which would profoundly shape the
character of the district for decades to come. Technological changes underpinned these
events, on rural properties (as described above), and in transport and communications.
Kingston’s focal point, the Institute was fitted with a cinema projection box in 1923, but in
the next decade, the region’s growth prompted construction of a replacement District
Hall, opened in 1938.
Despite the losses of young men in the First World War (1914-18), commemorated in
Kingston’s war memorial and park, there were also benefits. The departure of young
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men hastened the mechanisation of farming practices, although the full impact was not
felt until after the Second World War (1939-45). The war also raised demand for rural
produce, and Prolific Hut marks the site of one landowner’s response. The economic
depression of the 1920s and 1930s was partly offset by the growing prosperity of farmers
and graziers, but many other residents of the district eked out minimal living as
fishermen, domestic and labouring workers, shooters and trappers. The Second World
War brought an end to the depression but also repeated the effects of the first war,
creating a shortage of labour but increasing demand for produce.

Unveiling Kingston Soldiers Memorial, 30 October 1920 (Chronicle 4 December 1920)

From the 1920s, motor vehicles began to come into common use, with goods being
carried by truck. Until then, construction and maintenance of roads were the
responsibility of local councils with State help, but in 1927 the Highways Department was
formed, and from 1929 the Commonwealth government also made funds available for
highway construction. These changes are faithfully reflected in the Minutes of Lacepede
District Council. For example, in 1921 the National Roads Association wrote advising on
a scheme to establish a highway between Adelaide and Melbourne, and invited a council
representative to a conference, later asking for the council’s cooperation in defining the
road through the Coorong. (Minutes, 24 September, 29 October, 1921) Soon afterwards,
the council received a special government grant for that road (Minutes 17 December
1921), as precursor to the complete upgrading of the Princes Highway. However, the
road upgrading also led to moves to avoid the swampy surrounds of Maria Creek by
bypassing the town to the east, which threatened a loss of business. (News 28 January
1937) Following the Second World War there was a rapid increase in the use of trucks
and private motor cars, stimulating a new round of road upgrading, but inexorably also
leading to the closure of the railway.
New technology brought a more comfortable life for local residents. By 1936 the streets
of Kingston were being lit by electric lights. (News 28 January 1937) Since 1872 the
lightkeepers' families had lived in attached cottages on the bleak windswept tip of Cape
Jaffa, where they were in direct signal range of the lighthouse perched on the Margaret
Brock reef on the horizon. The advent of radio meant that it was no longer necessary for
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the houses to be within sight of the lighthouse, and in 1937 the Commonwealth replaced
the old cottages with a row of smart houses on Marine Parade in the town of Kingston.

The new District Hall, 1938 (Kingston National Trust Museum)

The quality of community life in a country town revolves around issues such as education
for the children and health care for the elderly. Like many small towns, Kingston had a
constant struggle keeping a qualified medical practitioner. The only medical care
available before the 1920s was in private hospitals operated as a business in people's
homes, usually run by a nursing sister with weekly visits from a Naracoorte doctor. In
1925, the Kingston District Council took the unusual step of building a residence for a
doctor in Cooke Street. Council negotiated with Dr F. Stegmann, who agreed to live in
Jarman’s house for the time being, "if a movement were made to erect a building as a
residence". (Minutes, 15 May 1923). F.W. Barnett had donated a block of land in Cooke
Street, and around ten local men each committed themselves to paying £50 shares to
build the doctor’s house, which were intended to be gradually refunded once the doctor
was in residence. The first meeting of the "Doctors Residence Shareholders" was held in
November 1923 (Minutes 10 November 1923). They resolved to advertise for contractors
to build a six-roomed stone house. Dr Stegmann, who was by then living in Kingston,
and was Health Officer, advised on the size and appointments of the house.
The shareholders’ group was succeeded by trustees who agreed that the walls should be
of Mt Gambier stone, amended the plan in consultation with the doctor, and amended the
tender to £1,300. The surgery was located at the front of the house with its own
entrance. The doctor was prepared to pay only 25 shillings a week rent, and the
shareholders were asked to accept this. Several meetings of the trustees dealt with the
vexed issue of getting the promised subscriptions, and they also approached Dalgety and
Company for money. The house was completed by early 1925, and the Trustees
inspected the house on 28 February 1925. (Minutes 28 February 1925).
Kingston’s doctors continued to live in the "Doctor’s House", including (after Stegmann),
Dr Berkeley Muecke, then Dr Reilly, and through the 1930s Dr Walter (Wally) Marsden 40
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who was also a member of the organizing committee of "Back to Kingston" celebrations
commemorating the state’s centenary in 1936 - followed by Dr Joy Seagar in the 1940s,
who inspired the community to establish a temporary hospital and then a permanent
district hospital. In the years before there was a hospital, the doctors sometimes
performed small operations in their home on the kitchen table. There was no community
hospital in Kingston until 1949.
In 1982 the local newspaper published ‘A brief history of Lot 1’, at Kingston, which
encapsulated the sequence of changes in the town since the site was first surveyed for
Archibald and James Cooke in 1858. James built ‘Cooke’s Stores’ on this lot close to the
jetty. A spur line was run into the building when the railway was opened, furthering the
Cooke brothers’ trade. By 1908 the store was Dalgety’s Shipping Agents and offices,
which was also involved in land development, including soldier settlement. Deterioration
of the old building brought demolition in the 1960s and the site was left vacant until a
large two-storey motel/restaurant was constructed in 1982. (SE Leader 15 September
1982). By then the railway had also closed.
The Second World War
The Second World War had profound effects on the Australian economy generally, but
produced little direct impact on the Kingston district. In 1940 the Council planted a row of
Norfolk Island pine trees along the foreshore at the end of Hanson Street as a tribute to
the military personnel serving in North Africa and elsewhere. These trees were the
beginning of an avenue which now extends the length of Marine Parade and is a
conspicuous landmark from out to sea. During the war there were military facilities built
to the north, south and east of Kingston: an RAAF base at Mount Gambier, radar stations
at Robe and Victor Harbor, and aviation fuel tanks at Wolseley. But no such
infrastructure developments took place at Kingston.
While South Australia was a long way from the theatres of war, the nature of global
warfare meant that nowhere was completely safe. In mid-1941 a German anti-shipping
mine laid by the raider Pinguin was washed up at Beachport and took the lives of two
Australian sailors attempting to disarm it. Another one which came ashore further north
on the Coorong beach was successfully defused.
Three years later, the war briefly came close to Kingston. German submarine U-862 was
cruising off the Australian coast in late 1944, looking for merchant shipping. On 9
December the Greek freighter SS Ilissos was steaming down the South-East coast off
Cape Jaffa in thick haze when she suddenly encountered a stationary submarine on the
surface at close range. The U-boat was apparently re-charging its batteries without
keeping a careful lookout. The startled submariners fired four hasty shells at the
merchant ship, all of which missed, then apparently alarmed by the sound of an
approaching aircraft, dived and fled, leaving a very lucky freighter crew unharmed by the
close encounter. (Odgers 1957, p. 350)
Soldier Settlement
Returning soldiers were settled on the land after both world wars, but soldier settlement
after the Second World War was more successful than after the first. The South
Australian War Service Land Settlement Agreement Act 1945 provided credit to returned
soldiers to take up resumed land on terms similar to those in the 1920s, but the seasons
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and the economy were kinder to the new settlers, the Commonwealth played a greater
part in the process, and the Rural Reconstruction Commission closely coordinated state
efforts.
Pastoral estates were subdivided for soldier settlers from 1949, commencing more
intensive agriculture in the district, and bringing new prosperity to Kingston. Once again,
however, these efforts at closer settlement in the district were short-lived, and by the end
of the century no soldier settler properties remained. Brenda Hensel’s history of the
small settlement of Reedy Creek sums up the impact of the near-continuous domination
of pastoralism to the present day.
Closer settlement and the progress which would have followed has, to a large
extent, been discouraged by the acquisition of large areas of land by pastoral
companies, so that, except for an influx of Soldier Settlers during the immediate
post war years [1940s and 1950s], the population has remained fairly static.
(Hensel 1988, p. 6)
The Post-War Years
From the end of the Second World War in 1945 there was an economic upturn across
South Australia and the nation. Although most evident in the capital cities, the impact was
also felt in rural districts, including at Kingston. Some agricultural products increased in
price by ten to twenty times between 1939 and the early 1950s. Wool and wheat,
boosted by purchases for the Korean War, rose to remarkably high prices, leading to an
era of great prosperity for farmers. This wealth was expressed in new farmhouses, new
public and commercial buildings in the town, and improvements in roads, electrical power
supply and other tangible services. In March 1949 a radio base station was built at
Kingston to serve the fishing fleet: the first of its kind in Australia. (Ross 1978, p. 172)
Another of the district’s proud achievements was the construction of a long-awaited
hospital in 1949.
A completely new industry in the district was forestry. Pine plantations had long been
established in the lower South-East, around Penola, Mount Gambier and Mount Burr, but
in the post-war era new plantations were established near Mount Benson. A local
farmer, Ross Saltmarsh, noticed that Pinus radiata grew very well in the district as a
windbreak, and he planted some experimental tree lots. The Department of Woods and
Forests was impressed by the results, and bought his land in 1952. Larger-scale planting
of Radiata pine began in 1953 and the Noolook Forest was established. In 1968 Forestry
bought the landholdings of the closed Noolook bark mill and greatly increased the area
under pines. (Vaughan 1986, pp. 134-135)
Soon after the war, Kingston's marine role began to be taken over by Cape Jaffa.
Although relatively sheltered, Kingston was occasionally troubled by storms, and the jetty
had been damaged on several occasions. Experience had shown that the most
sheltered spot in Lacepede Bay was at Kings Camp on the northern side of Cape Jaffa,
about 20km south-west of Kingston. and a plan arose to shift the port there. In 1950 the
Harbors Board designed a new deepsea harbour with bulk grain loading facilities, and a
parliamentary Public Works Committee held a lengthy enquiry into its feasibility. For a
few years it seemed that the dream of the Cooke brothers might be revived, and
Lacepede Bay would become the great ocean port for the South-East.

42

Peter Bell & Susan Marsden 2008

Kingston Heritage Survey
However, the Committee concluded that the immediate export needs of the South-East
were better roads and broad gauge railways. The estimated £10,000,000 cost of building
an entire port to serve the region deterred the government from proceeding, and the
scheme was scrapped in 1954. (SAPP 31/1954, p. 8) In 1955 a small commercial jetty
was built at Cape Jaffa, and most of the Kingston fishing boats re-located there in the
next few years.
During the 1950s South Australian Railways was converting to diesel locomotives, and
simultaneously standardising most railway lines throughout the state to broad gauge.
The Kingston-Naracoorte line, built as a narrow gauge railway in the 1870s, was
converted to broad gauge in 1959. In the process, the Kingston railway yards had to be
completely rebuilt, so the opportunity was taken to shift the station. When the line was
built in the nineteenth century it simply ran through the town to the jetty. Eighty years
later, the motor vehicle had changed life in many ways. By the 1950s, motor cars were in
common use, and the railway line cut across five streets, including the Princes Highway.
And motor trucks were replacing trains to carry goods, so very little freight was being
unloaded from the trains at the jetty. The trains passing through town had simply
become a nuisance.
Hence the railway station was shifted out of town in 1959. The last kilometre of track
through the town was torn up, and when the broad gauge line replaced it, the terminus
was re-located to the east side of the Princes Highway, where a new station of light
construction was built. While this was a sensible thing to do, it set off a ripple of events
which would profoundly affect Kingston in the following years. The railway complex in
the middle of town was redundant, and the station, goods shed and other infrastructure
were demolished in the next few years, creating the large open space of Lions Park
which still exists north of Hanson Street. Only the stationmasters house and two workers'
cottages were left, along with the harbormasters house near the jetty. The wool stores
along Hanson Street had already fallen on quiet times, but were now also completely
redundant, and all but one were demolished. The loss of all this activity and so many
buildings created a hole in the heart of Kingston which has never been filled. It has
tended to accentuate the town's historic division into two centres on Hanson/Holland
streets and Agnes Street.
In 1958 a severe storm had done the worst damage yet to the Kingston jetty, wrecking its
middle section. Most of the fishing fleet had gone to Cape Jaffa, and with the railway
station re-located there would never again be demand for commercial berths at the jetty,
so its damaged outer end was demolished and the jetty shortened to its present length.
This in turn affected the Cape Jaffa lighthouse, which for nearly a century had been
safeguarding ships entering Kingston. The aging lighthouse was de-commissioned in
1973, and replaced by a new beacon at Robe and a small strobe light on Margaret Brock
reef. Within the space of twenty years, Kingston had lost most of its commercial activity:
the fishing fleet, railway yards, goods shed, woolstores, jetty and lighthouse.
The heritage value of the old Cape Jaffa lighthouse was widely recognised, and the
Commonwealth Department of Transport took the unprecedented step of dismantling the
light tower and transporting its pieces ashore by barge and helicopter to a site on Marine
Parade in the town of Kingston, where it was re-erected by the Kingston branch of the
National Trust. The Cape Jaffa lighthouse now stands on the Kingston foreshore, as a
major landmark and tourist attraction.
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Moves to preserve the natural and cultural heritage of the Kingston district had been
underway for some time, led by Kingston farmer and conservationist Verne McLaren.
The National Trust had taken over the old Jarman sawmill and store, and converted it to
a Pioneer Museum in 1972. The Coorong National Park was declared in 1966, and later
extended in area, taking in the whole strip between the Princes Highway and the sea.
Smaller Conservation Parks have subsequently been declared throughout the district,
notably Jip Jip Rocks, Cape Bernouilli and an area of coastal wetlands at Butcher Gap on
the southern outskirts of Kingston.
These conservation moves have been driven to some extent by the new industry of
tourism. The old rabbit and wattle bark industries had disappeared soon after the
Second World War, and the fishing industry had moved to Cape Jaffa. Wool and other
traditional primary industries had declined in profitability since the 1960s and the port was
closed. Kingston was searching for a new staple in the 1970s, and the most obvious
choice was tourism. It was not coincidence that the Kingston airfield opened and the Big
Lobster was built within a few months in 1979.
In that same year test drilling by Western Mining Corporation exposed a seam of lignite
north-east of Kingston. Lignite is poor quality coal formed from vegetation laid down in
coastal swamps in relatively recent times. Subsequent exploration revealed a shallow
deposit extending for over 20km and containing nearly 1,000 million tonnes of lignite.
Unlike the petroleum excitement of the 1920s, the lignite was real, and although high in
water, salt and impurities it could potentially have been powdered or gasified for use in
electricity generation. (Coal Deposits 1987, pp. 22-23)

Aerial view of Kingston, 1960s (Kingston District Council)

The response in the Kingston district was very mixed. The economic benefits of a
mechanised opencut mine to the local area would be very slight, and there were fears of
the environmental consequences of mining to below sea level in such a complex
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hydrological regime. Three years of environmental studies from 1981 to 1983 confirmed
that there were serious problems, and pumping water from the mine would draw down
the water table, potentially drying up aquifers throughout the Kingston district and putting
an end to farming. The lignite project did not receive government approval.
Instead of lignite mining, the next major industry to arise in the Kingston district was
viticulture. There were experimental vine plantings on areas of terra rossa soil in the
Mount Benson region east of Cape Jaffa from 1978 onward, and the wine industry
became permanently established in 1989. There are now more than twenty producers in
the area, and the Mount Benson district is officially recognised as an Australian winegrowing region.
From the 1960s, trucks running on improved roads had steadily been taking over the
roles of first coastal shipping and then the railways. The conversion of the Naracoorte
railway to broad gauge in the prosperous 1950s had been the swansong of rail transport.
Twenty years later, economic rationalism began to bite. In 1975, by agreement between
the State and Commonwealth governments, all non-metropolitan railway lines in South
Australia were taken over by Australian National Railways. Whereas for a century the
provision of rail transport had been seen as a government service essential to the
economy, like roads or water supply, the new organisation's charter required it to make a
profit. Some rural services continued to be funded by the Commonwealth as Community
Service Obligations for a time, but by the mid-1980s the policy was to operate only those
lines which made a commercial profit. (Donovan & O'Neil 1992) Australian National
began closing down unprofitable services, which meant nearly every railway in the State.
The Kingston to Naracoorte railway was closed in 1987. By that time, road transport had
taken over most of the traditional roles of trains, and loss of the railway made little
difference to most people's daily lives. But it did signal that Kingston had travelled a long
way from its historic role as the South-East's principal interface between shipping and rail
transport. The vision of the Cooke brothers had now completely run its course, and
Kingston now existed for other reasons.
At the start of the 1980s a long editorial article in the South East Kingston Leader cast an
eye over the considerable achievements of the last two decades. From being a place of
‘sparse settlements with vacant blocks scattered throughout’, Kingston had both
expanded and consolidated. Housing stretched along the foreshore southwards towards
Wyomi Beach, southeasterly from the hospital and along East Terrace with other new
homes in the ‘middle township area’, some of them having ‘popped up overnight with the
advent of portable homes’. Three new service stations had opened on the town’s
northern edge, together with the Lobster Motel ‘catering for the steadily growing stream
of tourists’. The town’s largest and tallest tourist attractions were recent constructions:
‘big red Larry the Lobster, in his aggressive stance beside the Princes Highway’, and the
re-erected Cape Jaffa Lighthouse, standing ‘proudly beside the Caravan Park
overlooking acres of grassed foreshore, which once lay under tonnes of seaweed and
bushy growth’. (SE Kingston Leader 6 February 1980, p. 1).
The water reticulation scheme by E&WS (the State’s Engineering and Water Supply
Department), helped by artesian bores, had improved gardens and brought the
establishment of parks by service clubs (including Apex Park at the town’s entrance).
These clubs were also part of the town’s expansion: Lions, Apex, St John’s, Meals-onWheels, the Arts Council, and the Emergency Fire Service (as well as the National Trust)
had been formed ‘and have added quality to the lives of Kingston residents’. Health care
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had been improved with the opening of a new hospital, and the near completion of a
community health centre. ETSA had taken over the fast-expanding electricity supply; and
Telecom services had improved with the introduction of STD services. Kingston airport
had been upgraded, with a six-seater plane providing a daily fast service to Adelaide.
The town boasted a National Trust museum, a local crafts shop, and new sports
buildings. Kingston’s Area School was ‘fast becoming a Community School in the true
sense of the word, with a fleet of school buses bringing in students from a wide area’.
There was a new District Council building; updated facilities in the District Hall; a new
Police Station and residence; a new Lutheran Church; and new sale yards. Both hotels
had been expanded. ‘The town’s commercial heart now caters for most of the
communities [sic] needs.’ (SE Kingston Leader 6 February 1980, p. 1).
The Recent Past
Kingston’s second new motel, built overlooking the foreshore in 1982, illustrates the
recent changes in the economic base of the town. There are no more trains or ships, and
even the fishing fleet has removed to Cape Jaffa; but tourism and service industries have
replaced them. There are continuing signs of regional prosperity, reflecting both the value
of the surrounding pastoral land, and more recent efforts at diversifying rural industries.
These have included new forms of stock keeping, as varied as elk, deer and water
buffalo, and high-value crops such as grape vines.
Economic prosperity has also been reflected in civic institutions. The nineteenth century
District Council office was replaced by a larger modern building in 1978. Civic amenity is
now a high priority for the community, and recent years have seen such projects as the
rehabilitation of Maria Creek in 1990-1991, followed by the development of Wirrildir Park
and Marine Parade, and the Sculpture Park and Sundial of Human Involvement. The
local government body which for 127 years had been known as the Lacepede District
Council was renamed Kingston District Council in 2000.
The largest development in progress in the Kingston district is the Cape Jaffa marina,
approved in 2006 while this project was underway. This will involve a canal, tourism and
residential complex with perhaps as many as 400 houses built over a five year period.
The impacts of this remain to be seen, but in the short term it will probably bring
residents, tourists and economic activity into the Kingston district, while in the longer term
the new community, in close proximity to the burgeoning Mount Benson wine region,
may take retail shopping and service industries away from the town of Kingston. As
always in Kingston, the future will be interesting.
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Chronology of Events
1801

Grant sights the South-East coast

1802

Lacepede Bay and Cape Jaffa named by French navigator Baudin
Flinders charts Encounter Bay

1830

Sturt charts the River Murray

1835

Port Phillip District created (Victoria)

1836

Colony of South Australia established

1837

Whaling station on Encounter Bay (Victor Harbor)
Three whalers walk along coast from Port Fairy to Encounter Bay

1838

Wreck of the schooner Fanny on Coorong beach

1839

Bonney and Hawdon each drove stock through Lacepede Bay district

1840

Wreck of the brigantine Maria - probably on Margaret Brock Reef:
Shipwreck survivors killed by Aborigines and reprisal executions followed

1842

Pastoral occupation licences introduced

1844

Official exploration party under Governor Grey visits coastal South-East
Wreck of the cutter Sophia Jane on Coorong beach

1845

European graziers explore the district

1846

Township of Robe established
Woolmit and Baker’s (later Blackford) runs taken up
Wreck of the schooner Victoria on beach at Lacepede Bay

1847

Bowaka Station and Gifford’s run (Wongolina) taken up
Tolmer lays out the Wellington-Mount Gambier mail route
Port of Robe proclaimed

1849

Avenue Range (Keilira) Station taken up
Reedy Creek Inn opened

1850

Colony of Victoria created

1851

Gold discovered in Victoria
Pastoral leases introduced in South Australia

1852

Gold Escort Route established
Township of Border Town surveyed
Wreck of the barque Margaret Brock

1854

Lipson Beacon placed on Margaret Brock Reef
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1855

Adelaide-Melbourne telegraph line surveyed along Coorong
Chinese immigration through the South-East commenced

1856

Archibald and James Cooke took up land grant at Lacepede Bay

1857

Telegraph line built along Coorong
Chinese immigration ceased

1858

Kingston founded as a private town and port
Adelaide-Melbourne telegraph line opens

1859

Kingston Arms licensed
Death of Janet Cooke, cemetery established

1860

First jetty built at Kingston

1861

Government surveys Town of Kingston
Hundred of Lacepede proclaimed for settlement

1862

Ship Inn licensed (now Crown Hotel)

1863

Second jetty built at Kingston
First Kingston school built
Maria Creek drainage improved

1864

Hundreds of Neville and Duffield proclaimed for settlement

1865

Port Caroline (Kingston) proclaimed
James Cooke’s "Otter House" built
Wreck of the schooner Agnes on Margaret Brock Reef

1867

Cooke brothers subdivide town of Lacepede
Kingston Police Station and Courthouse completed
Kingston Post Office opened
Royal Mail Hotel licensed

1869

Strangways Act
New Kingston Courthouse completed

1871

South Eastern Railway Act
Hundreds of Mount Benson and Bowaka proclaimed for settlement

1872

Construction of Naracoorte railway commenced
Jarman’s Timber Mill built (now Kingston Museum)
Cape Jaffa Lighthouse erected on Margaret Brock Reef

1873

Lacepede District Council proclaimed
First Institute built

1874
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1876

Kingston to Naracoorte railway opened as narrow gauge horse tramway
Cemetery wall built

1877

Steam railway to Naracoorte opened
Government lays out Rosetown
Town of Lucindale established

1878

Hundred of Minecrow proclaimed for settlement

1879

Kingston School built

1880

Ship Inn became Crown Hotel
Kingston-Bowaka drain commenced

1881

Dukes of York and Clarence visit Kingston
Murder of Trooper Harry Pearce

1882

Cantara Homestead built

1883

Presbyterian church built (destroyed in 1897 earthquake)
Naracoorte-Border Town railway opened

1884

New (third) jetty built at Kingston

1886

Kingston Agricultural, Horticultural and Pastoral Society formed
Goyder's Bank built

1887

Kingston Wesleyan (Uniting) Church opened
Adelaide-Melbourne railway opened through Border Town

1888

Hundreds of Landseer, Peacock and Marcollat proclaimed for settlement

1889

Town of Keith proclaimed

1890s Rabbits arrive in plague proportions
1892

Reedy Creek (Nettlina) School opened

1895

Act enables district councils to build drains with government loans
Wreck of the steam launch Kingston beside Kingston jetty

1897

Severe earthquake in South-East
Closer Settlement Act

1900

Act enabling landholders to request government construction of drains

1901

Commonwealth of Australia inaugurated
Mount Benson estate purchased for closer settlement
Rabbit cannery opened

1906

Reedy Creek hall built
Noolook bark mill burnt down (later rebuilt)
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1907

Blackford School opened

1908

Pelican Sanctuary proclaimed over part of Coorong

1910

Systematic SE drainage scheme placed in effect by Act

1911

Wreck of the barque Margit on Coorong beach

1912

Kingston Fishermen's Association formed

1915

Ocean Oil Company drilling for oil at Kingston

1920

Kingston War Memorial built

1921

Kingston Arms closed

1923

Storm damage to jetty
Southern Ocean Oil Company took over oil drilling at Kingston

1925

Doctor's House built

1930

Oil drilling abandoned

1937

Lighthouse keepers’ cottages built at Kingston

1938

New Institute (District Hall) built
Hundred of Wells proclaimed for settlement
Storm damage to jetty

1940

"Trees of Tribute" Norfolk Island Pine trees planted on Kingston foreshore
Name of Kingston became Kingston SE
Murray barrage system completed

1941

German anti-shipping mine found on Coorong Beach

1944

Blackford Drain commenced
Greek freighter MV Illosis attacked by German submarine U-862 off Kingston

1945

Blackford School closed

1946

Kingston Weekly commenced publication

1947

St Therese's Catholic Church built

1949

Kingston Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital opened
Radio base station at Kingston for fishing fleet

1950

Investigation of port at Cape Jaffa

1952

Kingston CWA Hall built
CSIRO established successful techniques to combat coast disease

1953

Woods & Forests commenced planting at Noolook Forest

1955

Cape Jaffa jetty built

1957

Princes Highway completed along new route on east shore of Coorong
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1958

Severe storm damage to Kingston jetty

1959

Kingston to Naracoorte railway converted to broad gauge
Railway Station shifted east of town

1960

Noolook bark mill closed

1962

South-East Coastal Leader commenced publication

1964

Kingston Branch of National Trust formed

1966

Coorong National Park proclaimed

1967

Kingston jetty shortened

1968

Woods & Forests bought Noolook bark plantations

1969

Eudunda Farmers supermarket opened

1970

New Hospital wing opened
Reedy Creek school closed

1972

Pioneer Museum opened in Jarman's timber mill

1973

Automatic lighthouse built at Robe

1976

Cape Jaffa Lighthouse relocated to Kingston foreshore

1978

New Lacepede Bay District Council offices
First experimental vines planted at Mount Benson

1979

Kingston airfield opened
Further extensions to Hospital
Big Lobster and Motel erected
Softwood processing plant investigated
Kingston lignite deposits discovered

1982

Seaweed removal project
Lacepede Bay Motel opened

1983

Kingston Community School opened

1985

Kingston Retirement Village opened

1986

Pavers laid in Agnes Street

1987

Kingston to Naracoorte railway closed

1988

Kingston’s power station engine restored and placed in cottage in Lions Park

1989

Aboriginal burial ground recognised
Second seaweed removal project
Wine industry established at Mount Benson
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1990

Sundial of Human Involvement and Sculptures on Maria Creek Island
New Elders Pastoral building

1991

Maria Creek groynes built
Len Lampit Reserve created on Kingston foreshore

1999

Conservation of old Cape Jaffa Lightkeepers Cottages

2000

Lacepede District Council renamed Kingston District Council

2002

Cape Jaffa Seafarers' Memorial built

2006

Cape Jaffa marina approved
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Summary of Recommendations
This table lists all places recommended for some form of heritage action in the course of
the survey. The numbers beside the seven places already on the South Australian
Heritage Register are the file numbers allocated by the Heritage Branch; the other
numbers in the left hand column have been allocated in the course of this survey. The
numbers after the names of places (e.g. D01) are from the Danvers Architects survey
(1984). The places asterisked* are additional recommendations documented by the
Kingston branch of the National Trust.
No.

Place

Status

Recommendation

SHR
SHR
SHR
SHR
SHR
SHR
SHR

State
State
State
State
State
State
State

Existing State Register Places
10245
10241
13729
13728
10572
10242
10253

Post Office (D01)
Cape Jaffa Lighthouse (D03)
Cottage, 67 Cooke Street (D35)
Cottage, 80 Cooke Street (D10)
Homestead, Cantara (D14)
Homestead, Bowaka (D60-63)
Chinese Well & Quarries

New State Register Recommendations
KIN S 01
KIN S 02
KIN S 03
KIN S 04
KIN S 05
KIN S 06

Cemetery (D04)
Police Station (former) (D05)
Wool Store (former) (D06)
Homestead, Woolmit (D18-21)
Noolook Bark Mill Office & House (D56)
Blackford Reserve
-

State
State
State
State
State
State

Local Heritage Recommendations
KIN L 01
KIN L 02
KIN L 03
KIN L 04
KIN L 05

Harbormasters House (former) (D07)
Bank (former) (D08)
Court House (former) (D13)
School, Kingston (D17)
Holy Trinity Anglican Church (D36) -

Local
Local
Local
Local
Local

KIN L 06
KIN L 07
KIN L 08
KIN L 09
KIN L 10

Old School Room (D37)
Royal Mail Hotel (D39)
Uniting Church & Manse (D40)
RAOB Hall (former) (D42)
Old Institute (D43 - demolished 2008) -

Local
Local
Local
Local
-

KIN L 11
KIN L 12
KIN L 13
KIN L 14
KIN L 15

Crown Inn (D44)
Old Council Office (D45)
Cottage (Rosetown) (D47)*
Stationmasters House (former) (D48) Doctors House*
-

Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
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KIN L 16
KIN L 17
KIN L 18
KIN L 19
KIN L 20

District Hall
Soldiers Memorial Hospital
Former Tearooms, Agnes Street
Cottage, 19 Dowdy Street
Lightkeepers' Cottages

-

Local
Local
Local
Local
Local

KIN L 21
KIN L 22
KIN L 23
KIN L 24
KIN L 25

War Memorial & Railway Reserve
Charles Street Footbridge
Aboriginal Burial Ground
Kingston Jetty
Sculpture Park & Sundial

-

Local
Local
Local
Local
Local

KIN L 26
KIN L 27
KIN L 28
KIN L 29
KIN L 30

Powerhouse Engine
Len Lampit Reserve
Trees of Tribute
Butcher Gap Drain Outlet
Woolshed, Ashmore (D11)

-

Local
Local
Local
Local
Local

KIN L 31
KIN L 32
KIN L 33
KIN L 34
KIN L 35

Outbuildings, Kercoonda (D12)
Homestead, Murrabinna (D15-16)
Homestead, Tilleys Swamp (D23-26)
Homestead, Blackford (D28)
Homestead, Mount Scott (D29)

-

Local
Local
Local
Local
Local

KIN L 36
KIN L 37
KIN L 38
KIN L 39
KIN L 40

Hall, Reedy Creek (D30)
Cottage, White Hut (D32)
Homestead, Keilira (D33-34)
Homestead, Wongolina (D50-51)
Signal Station (former) (D52)

-

Local
Local
Local
Local
Local

KIN L 41
KIN L 42
KIN L 43
KIN L 44
KIN L 45

School, Cape Jaffa (former) (D54)
Homestead, Cadara (D58)
Jip Jip Rocks (D66)
Goyder's Bank*
Cottage, Teeluc

-

Local
Local
Local
Local
Local

KIN L 46
KIN L 47
KIN L 48
KIN L 49
KIN L 50

Lightkeepers' Cottages ruin
Cape Jaffa Jetty
Seafarers' Memorial
School, Blackford (former)
Blackford Drain Outlet

-

Local
Local
Local
Local
Local

KIN L 51
KIN L 52
KIN L 53

Prolific Hut
Railway Formation, Reedy Creek
The Granites

-

Local
Local
Local
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Policy Area Recommendation
KIN PA 01

Cooke Street Precinct (D09, D38)
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Places Already Entered in the South Australian Heritage Register
The following places within the Kingston District Council survey area are already entered
in the South Australian Heritage Register:
(The numbers in the right hand column are the file numbers assigned to those places by
the Heritage Branch)
•

Kingston Post Office

10245

•

Cape Jaffa Lighthouse

10241

•

Cottage, 67 Cooke Street

13729

•

Cottage, 80 Cooke Street

13728

•

Homestead, Cantara

10572

•

Homestead, Bowaka

10242

•

Chinese Well & Quarries

10253
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NAME:

KINGSTON POST OFFICE

Address:

Kingston SE Post Office
1 Cooke Street
Kingston SE SA 5275

PLACE NO.: 10245

ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Description:
The Kingston Post Office complex is a stone masonry building with rendered details,
forming a roughly L-shaped plan. Built in formal Classical style, it is a handsome building
dominating the main intersection of Kingston.
Statement of Heritage Value:
Kingston Post Office is of heritage value as an unusually ornate post office for a modest
country town, demonstrating the government’s confidence in the growth of the new port
and the surrounding South-Eastern district in the 1860s. The building is an intact complex
of post office, telegraph station and residence.
Relevant Criteria (Under Section 16 of the Heritage Act 1993):
(a)

It demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the State’s history

(d)

It is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of cultural
significance

(e)

It demonstrates a high degree of creative, aesthetic or technical accomplishment
or is an outstanding representative of particular construction techniques or design
characteristics

RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that Kingston Post Office remain as an entry in the South Australian
Heritage Register.
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NAME:

KINGSTON POST OFFICE

PLACE NO.: 10245

HISTORICAL SUMMARY:
Kingston (1861) was formally proclaimed a port (Port Caroline) in 1865, in anticipation of
an influx of business from the opening of new Hundreds in the district. For the same
reason, a new post office, police station and court house were built on government
contract soon afterwards. All were built on the Government Reserve, forming a new
business centre in the ‘government town’ of Kingston, some distance from the main
street in the adjacent private township (laid out in 1858). This new building, a telegraph
station, post office and attached residence, was designed by the Colonial Architect,
Robert G Thomas. Local builders Francis Hodson and Edwin Johns were awarded the
contract for erecting the building in late 1866, using stone probably quarried at Mount
Benson. The building was completed and opened in 1867. The Post Office occupied an
important part in the town’s business life as the telegraph quickly provided news of the
latest prices for grain, wool and other produce.
References
Australian Heritage Places Inventory, ID 7975
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Dunn, A Man's Reach, 1969, p. 71
Heritage Branch Register File 10245
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NAME:

KINGSTON POST OFFICE

PLACE NO.: 10245

SITE RECORD:
FORMER NAME:

n/a

DESCRIPTION OF PLACE:

Complex of Post Office, Telegraph Office and
Residence in formal Classical style is an
imposing building on a major intersection

DATE OF COMPLETION:

1867

REGISTER STATUS:

Description:
Date:

Registered
24 July 1980

CURRENT USE:

Description:
Dates:

Post Office
1867-present

PREVIOUS USE(S):

Description:
Dates:

n/a

ARCHITECT:

Name:
Dates:

Robert Thomas
1866

BUILDER:

Name:
Dates:

Johns & Hodson
1866-7

SUBJECT INDEXING:

Group:
Category:

Communication
Post Office

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA:

Description:

Kingston

LOCATION:

Unit No.:
Street No.:
Street Name:
Town/Suburb:
Post Code:
Region No.:
Region Name:

n/a
1
Cooke Street
Kingston
5275
6
South East

LAND DESCRIPTION:

Title Type:
Volume:
Folio:
Lot No.:
Section:
Hundred:

CT
5361
540
18-20
491
Lacepede
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NAME:

KINGSTON POST OFFICE

PLACE NO.: 10245

SITE RECORD (Cont.):
AMG REFERENCE:

Zone:
Easting:
Northing:
Map Sheet No.:
Map Scale:

54
397600
5923500
6824-II Kingston
1:50,000

OWNER:

Name:
Address:
Town/Suburb:
Post Code:

Andrew & Michele Jacobs
1 Hanson Street
Kingston
5275
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NAME:

KINGSTON POST OFFICE

PLACE NO.: 10245

Kingston Post Office, looking north

Kingston Post Office, looking north-west
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NAME:

KINGSTON POST OFFICE

PLACE NO.: 10245

Plan of Kingston Post Office
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NAME:

CAPE JAFFA LIGHTHOUSE

Address:

Cape Jaffa Lighthouse
32 Marine Parade
Kingston SE SA 5275

PLACE NO.: 10241

ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Description:
The relocated Cape Jaffa Lighthouse is a tall prefabricated iron and steel structure,
hexagonal in plan, with its light intact, set on legs high above ground. It stands on an
allotment on the Kingston foreshore. Painted bright red and white, it is an imposing
landmark in the town of Kingston.
Statement of Heritage Value:
Cape Jaffa Lighthouse is of heritage value as a very rare surviving example of nineteenth
century prefabricated lighthouse technology.
(The former South Neptune Island
lighthouse relocated to Port Adelaide is a similar structure, but has no light.)
Relevant Criteria (Under Section 16 of the Heritage Act 1993):
(a)

It demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the State’s history

(d)

It is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of cultural
significance

(e)

It demonstrates a high degree of creative, aesthetic or technical accomplishment
or is an outstanding representative of particular construction techniques or design
characteristics

RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that Cape Jaffa Lighthouse remain as an entry in the South Australian
Heritage Register.
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NAME:

CAPE JAFFA LIGHTHOUSE

PLACE NO.: 10241

HISTORICAL SUMMARY:
The Margaret Brock Reef was a serious obstacle to shipping approaching Lacepede Bay,
wrecking three ships between 1840 and 1865. A small wooden marker known as the
Lipson Beacon was placed on the reef in 1854, but it was useless at night or in foul
weather. Following the declaration of Port Caroline in 1865 a lighthouse was planned for
the reef, 8km offshore from Cape Jaffa. The design was drawn up by English engineer
George Wells, a notable lighthouse designer, who proposed a prefabricated iron tower
mounted on a seabed platform. Similar Wells lighthouses were built on the Wonga Shoal
off Port Adelaide, and at South Neptune Island.
The construction contract was let to William King, who set up his workers' camp in late
1868 at King's Camp near Cape Jaffa. The contract called for construction to be
completed within twelve months, but the Marine Board had seriously underestimated the
difficulties the weather would present on the Margaret Brock reef. The lighthouse took
three years to complete. On the mainland in sight of the lighthouse, a row of attached
lightkeepers' cottages and a signal station were built at the tip of Cape Jaffa.
Opened on 24 January 1872, the Cape Jaffa lighthouse operated for the next 101 years .
It was visible for 40km, and there were no more wrecks on the Margaret Brock reef. After
Federation the lighthouse was handed over to the Commonwealth. By 1937 the advent
of radio meant that the shore station no longer had to be within sight of the lighthouse,
and the attached stone cottages isolated on Cape Jaffa were replaced by three
freestanding lightkeepers' residences on Marine Parade in the town of Kingston.
By 1973, shipping from the port of Kingston had dwindled to virtually nothing, and the
aging Cape Jaffa light was taken out of service. Its navigational role was taken over by
the Guichen Bay beacon at Robe in 1973, while a modern strobe light on a free-standing
pole was placed on the Cape Jaffa Reef. The lighthouse tower and quarters, complete
with the light, were removed by helicopter and lighthouse tender to Kingston, where they
were re-erected on the foreshore by the Kingston Branch of the National Trust and
opened to visitors in 1976. The lighthouse platform still stands on the reef.
References
Cosgrove & Marsden, Challenging Times, 2005, pp. 96-97
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Dunn, Man's Reach, 1969
Ibbotson, Lighthouses of Australia, 2006, pp. 142-143
McLaren, Cape Jaffa Lighthouse Story, 1977
Heritage Branch Register File 10241
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NAME:

CAPE JAFFA LIGHTHOUSE

PLACE NO.: 10241

SITE RECORD:
FORMER NAME:

n/a

DESCRIPTION OF PLACE:

Tall prefabricated steel structure with light

DATE OF COMPLETION:

1872

REGISTER STATUS:

Description:
Date:

Registered
24 July 1980

CURRENT USE:

Description:
Dates:

Museum
1976-present

PREVIOUS USE(S):

Description:
Dates:

Lighthouse
1872-1973

ARCHITECT:

Name:
Dates:

George Wells
1867

BUILDER:

Name:
Dates:

W.F. King
1869-1872

SUBJECT INDEXING:

Group:
Category:

Transport (Water)
Lighthouse

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA:

Description:

Kingston

LOCATION:

Unit No.:
Street No.:
Street Name:
Town/Suburb:
Post Code:
Region No.:
Region Name:

n/a
32
Marine Parade
Kingston
5275
6
South East

LAND DESCRIPTION:

Title Type:
Volume:
Folio:
Lot No.:
Section:
Hundred:

CT
2612
18
23
491
Lacepede
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NAME:

CAPE JAFFA LIGHTHOUSE

PLACE NO.: 10241

SITE RECORD (Cont.):
AMG REFERENCE:

Zone:
Easting:
Northing:
Map Sheet No.:
Map Scale:

54
397100
5922700
6824-II Kingston
1:50,000

OWNER:

Name:
Address:
Town/Suburb:
Post Code:

National Trust of SA
27 Leigh Street
Adelaide
5000
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NAME:

CAPE JAFFA LIGHTHOUSE

PLACE NO.: 10241

Cape Jaffa Lighthouse, looking west
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NAME:

CAPE JAFFA LIGHTHOUSE

PLACE NO.: 10241

Plan of Cape Jaffa Lighthouse
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NAME:

DWELLING, "VINE COTTAGE"

Address:

Dwelling
67 Cooke Street
Kingston SE SA 5275

PLACE NO.: 13729

ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Description:
The Dwelling is a symmetrical limestone rubble house with a hipped cgi roof and
encircling verandahs. It is built on the rise of the foreshore dune, but is largely hidden
from public view by mature trees. There is a modern extension attached to one side of
the house.
Statement of Heritage Value:
The Dwelling is of heritage value as one of the earliest stone houses of substance built in
Kingston for the town’s first resident minister, and demonstrating the confidence and
prospects of a leading port shipping the pastoral wealth of the South-East.
Relevant Criteria (Under Section 16 of the Heritage Act 1993):
(a)

It demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the State’s history

(d)

It is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of cultural
significance

(e)

It demonstrates a high degree of creative, aesthetic or technical accomplishment
or is an outstanding representative of particular construction techniques or design
characteristics

RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that the Dwelling at 67 Cooke Street remain as an entry in the South
Australian Heritage Register.
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NAME:

DWELLING, "VINE COTTAGE"

PLACE NO.: 13729

HISTORICAL SUMMARY:
This is one of the oldest houses in Kingston, built in local stone by Charles (Charlie)
Dover, the town’s first stone mason, and carefully placed within the shelter of a coastal
dune on the outskirts of the original town. The house was built for the town’s first resident
minister, Reverend David Milne, who was ordained there in 1869 as a Congregational
minister. Congregationalists were the largest religious group in Kingston at the time and
were the first organised church in the town, and at Milne’s urging, constructed the first
church building (now Holy Trinity Church of England).
The construction date of “Vine Cottage” is around 1868. The house was used for church
services before the church was built: Catherine Bryan and Robert Martin were married by
Rev. Milne in this cottage in 1868. Milne, who was married twice, had a family of 10
children while in Kingston, and they lived in this house until Milne moved to Bordertown.
During those years, Milne was responsible for spreading Congregationalism throughout
the upper South-East. He remained in Bordertown, and when he died in 1910, was
buried in the Bordertown Cemetery.
“Vine Cottage” was bought by Robert Venn, who was involved in the shipping trade, and
was the second chairman of Lacepede District Council (1875-77, 1888-89). He added
more rooms to the house and the number of his own children increased to 10.
References
C.J.D. Smith, ‘Memoirs of Mrs. K. Martin, of Kingston’, Naracoorte Herald, 31 October
1933
Banks, Jessie, Kingston Flashbacks, II, pp. 21-22
Bordertown Cemetery Burial Data
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Dunn, Marie, A Man's Reach, 1969, p. 78
Heritage Branch Register File 13729
Kingston Heritage Advisory Committee, notes (Vine Cottage).
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NAME:

DWELLING, "VINE COTTAGE"

PLACE NO.: 13729

SITE RECORD:
FORMER NAME:

n/a

DESCRIPTION OF PLACE:

Symmetrical stone house with encircling
verandahs and hipped cgi roof

DATE OF COMPLETION:

1870

REGISTER STATUS:

Description:
Date:

Registered
21 October 1993

CURRENT USE:

Description:
Dates:

Dwelling
1870-present

PREVIOUS USE(S):

Description:
Dates:

n/a

ARCHITECT:

Name:
Dates:

n/a

BUILDER:

Name:
Dates:

n/a

SUBJECT INDEXING:

Group:
Category:

Residential
House

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA:

Description:

Kingston

LOCATION:

Unit No.:
Street No.:
Street Name:
Town/Suburb:
Post Code:
Region No.:
Region Name:

n/a
67
Cooke Street
Kingston
5275
6
South East

LAND DESCRIPTION:

Title Type:
Volume:
Folio:
Lot No.:
Section:
Hundred:

CT
5427
653
1
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NAME:

DWELLING, "VINE COTTAGE"

PLACE NO.: 13729

SITE RECORD (Cont.):
AMG REFERENCE:

Zone:
Easting:
Northing:
Map Sheet No.:
Map Scale:

54
397200
5922700
6824-II Kingston
1:50,000

OWNER:

Name:
Address:
Town/Suburb:
Post Code:

Robyn Rasheed
67 Cooke Street
Kingston
5275
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NAME:

DWELLING, "VINE COTTAGE"

PLACE NO.: 13729

Vine Cottage, looking west

Vine Cottage, looking north-east
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NAME:

DWELLING, "VINE COTTAGE"

PLACE NO.: 13729

Site plan of Vine Cottage
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NAME:

DWELLING, "COOKE'S COTTAGE"

Address:

Dwelling
80-90 Cooke Street
Kingston SE SA 5275

PLACE NO.: 13728

ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Description:
The Dwelling is a symmetrical limestone rubble house with a hipped cgi roof and
encircling verandahs. Although set back from the street, the house is a prominent
landmark. There is a modern timber extension attached to one side of the house.
Statement of Heritage Value:
The Dwelling is of heritage value as the home of a founder of this important South-East
port-town, illustrating the prosperous Scottish origins of the Cooke family, and their
determination - and early success - in developing the district’s pastoral economy and the
social, cultural and economic life of Kingston.
Relevant Criteria (Under Section 16 of the Heritage Act 1993):
(a)

It demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the State’s history

(d)

It is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of cultural
significance

(e)

It demonstrates a high degree of creative, aesthetic or technical accomplishment
or is an outstanding representative of particular construction techniques or design
characteristics

RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that the dwelling at 80-90 Cooke Street remain as an entry in the
South Australian Heritage Register.
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NAME:

DWELLING, "COOKE'S COTTAGE"

PLACE NO.: 13728

HISTORICAL SUMMARY:
This house is the most significant in Kingston, having been built and occupied by James
Cooke, who, with his brother, Archibald, founded and developed the town. Archibald
Cooke took up the Maria Creek run in 1851, and with James and George Kingston
established the private port-town on their land at Lacepede Bay in 1858. James returned
to Scotland in 1857, but and his wife Mary and their children arrived at Melbourne in 1864
and were carried to Kingston in Archie’s cutter, The Swallow, along with the slate roof
tiles and cedar fittings they had brought with them for use in the new house.
The Cooke family named their home “Otter House” after Otter Ferry, the Scottish village
close to the childhood homes of both James and Mary. The homestead was built on a
dune facing the sea, on a section of 329 acres at the outskirts of the Kingston
subdivision. The orientation of the house and its still-spacious setting indicate a building
date well before the precise delineation of Cooke Street, and the construction of the
surrounding town. The most likely date of construction is 1865, soon after the family
arrived, and in a period later recalled as having only two other significant buildings in the
town: the police station and the Royal Mail Hotel.
The house has the typical features of an early Anglo-Australian colonial home of
substance, with thick walls built of local stone, three sets of French doors opening onto
the verandah, and cedar doors and skirtings. The original floor plan had seven rooms, a
cellar and scullery, together with an outside bathroom (with fireplace), stables, outhouses for the laundry and dairy, and an earth closet.
James was the patriarch of the emerging town, fostering its social and economic
development, agitating for a railway, and helping to establish the main cultural
institutions, helped by Mary, who threw her energies into getting regular church services
and schools for both white and Aboriginal children. Not surprisingly, “Otter House” was
chosen as an overnight stopping place for Princes George and Albert on their tour
through the South-East in 1881. However, in the recession of the 1880s Cooke lost much
of his wealth and the Bank of Adelaide took over the house, although the family lived
there until his death in 1892.
In the hands of later owners, the land was progressively subdivided and the house was
modified. The Flint family, who lived there for 40 years, converted the stables to a
shearing shed, modernised services, and added weatherboard rooms; the Barrowmans
replaced the slate roof with red tiles; and the Jeffrey family, the owners since 1988, have
restored the house.
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NAME:

DWELLING, "COOKE'S COTTAGE"

PLACE NO.: 13728

SITE RECORD:
FORMER NAME:

Otter House

DESCRIPTION OF PLACE:

Symmetrical limestone rubble house with
hipped cgi roof and encircling verandahs

DATE OF COMPLETION:

c. 1865

REGISTER STATUS:

Description:
Date:

Registered
23 November 1989

CURRENT USE:

Description:
Dates:

Dwelling
1865-present

PREVIOUS USE(S):

Description:
Dates:

n/a

ARCHITECT:

Name:
Dates:

n/a

BUILDER:

Name:
Dates:

n/a

SUBJECT INDEXING:

Group:
Category:

Farming and Grazing
Homestead Complex

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA:

Description:

Kingston

LOCATION:

Unit No.:
Street No.:
Street Name:
Town/Suburb:
Post Code:
Region No.:
Region Name:

n/a
80-90
Cooke Street
Kingston
5275
6
South East

LAND DESCRIPTION:

Title Type:
Volume:
Folio:
Lot No.:
Section:
Hundred:

CT
5349
668
16
507
Lacepede
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NAME:

DWELLING, "COOKE'S COTTAGE"

PLACE NO.: 13728

SITE RECORD (Cont.):
AMG REFERENCE:

Zone:
Easting:
Northing:
Map Sheet No.:
Map Scale:

54
397100
5922500
6824-II Kingston
1:50,000

OWNER:

Name:
Address:
Town/Suburb:
Post Code:

George Jeffrey
PO Box 110
Kingston
5275
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NAME:

DWELLING, "COOKE'S COTTAGE"

PLACE NO.: 13728

Cooke's Cottage, looking south-east

Cooke's Cottage, looking south
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NAME:

DWELLING, "COOKE'S COTTAGE"

PLACE NO.: 13728

Site plan of Cooke's Cottage
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NAME:

CANTARA HOMESTEAD

Address:

Cantara Homestead
Reedy Creek
Kingston SE SA 5275

PLACE NO.: 10572

ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Description:
Cantara Homestead consists simply of the grand masonry house built for John and Anna
Gall in 1882; the stables, woolshed, coaching stop and all other significant historic
outbuildings have been demolished. The building is in a dramatic setting, backed by the
coastal dunes of the Coorong and looking east over Lake Cantara. It has an unusual
floor plan with its kitchen, laundry, and former schoolroom and post office extending
beyond the house core as a long transverse wing across the rear of the house. Modern
bathrooms, toilets and other subsidiary buildings have been built as sympathetic
outbuildings at the rear of the house.
Statement of Heritage Value:
Cantara Homestead is of heritage value as a good example of a nineteenth century
homestead, demonstrating the prosperity and confidence of the boom of the early 1880s,
and for its associations with John Gall and the road and telegraph links of the early
colony.
Relevant Criteria (Under Section 16 of the Heritage Act 1993):
(a)

It demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the State’s history

(g)

It has a special association with the life or work of a person or organisation or an
event of historical importance

RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that Cantara Homestead remain as an entry in the South Australian
Heritage Register.
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NAME:

CANTARA HOMESTEAD

PLACE NO.: 10572

HISTORICAL SUMMARY:
There is some confusion in accounts of early Cantara, but it appears Pastoral Lease
2065 on the Coorong was taken up by Peter MacDonald in July 1859. In August 1863
part of the land was bought freehold by Joseph Darwent and John Gall, and the lease
was stocked with sheep and horses and named Cantara Station. Darwent was declared
bankrupt in 1871, and his assets were taken over by the English, Scottish & Australian
Bank, from whom Gall bought Darwent's share of Cantara in 1876, to own the property
outright. Gall had already held an interest in the nearby Tilleys Swamp and Kercunda
runs for years, and later acquired other property in the upper South-East including
Marcollat, Dalkeith and Lake Eliza, becoming one of the largest landholders of the
district. At the peak of his holdings, Gall owned or leased most of the land between Salt
Creek and Kingston.
Gall was prominent in local affairs, and Chairman of Lacepede District Council from 1892
until his death in 1907. In the 1880s Gall had the contract for the Meningie-Kingston mail
run. The existing Cantara homestead was built by John Jarman of Kingston, and
probably finished in 1882. It was built near Sheoak Well, which had been dug by the
troopers accompanying Governor Grey in 1844. Cantara was one of the grandest
houses of the district, sited on the slope of the coastal dunes and facing east over the
road and telegraph line to Lake Cantara. There was a horse changing station at the
homestead, and a ruin further north near the Chinese Well may have been an eating
house for travellers.
In later years the road and telegraph line were relocated to easier going east of the
Coorong, and the site of Cantara homestead became isolated. Rabbit infestation
degraded the land so that it became marginal for grazing. The Gall family owned
Cantara until 1932, when it passed through a number of hands before becoming part of
the Coorong National Park in 1972.
There was a plan for Cantara Homestead to be used as accommodation for park visitors,
but the proposal was never funded. When the building was entered in the Register in
1983 it was in a derelict state, and at one stage the Senior Ranger proposed removing
the roof and managing the building as a ruin. In 2000 the building was refurbished and
fitted with new facilities. Cantara, now closed to the public, is used by the Department of
Correctional Services to house prisoners who work on projects in the National Park.
References
Cockburn, Pastoral Pioneers 2, 1927, pp. 176-77
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Dunn, Man's Reach, 1969
Hosking, Conservation Plan for Cantara Homestead, 1999
Luebbers, Archaeology of ... Hacks Station, 1995
Heritage Branch Register File 10572
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NAME:

CANTARA HOMESTEAD

PLACE NO.: 10572

SITE RECORD:
FORMER NAME:

n/a

DESCRIPTION OF PLACE:

Large symmetrical masonry house

DATE OF COMPLETION:

1882

REGISTER STATUS:

Description:
Date:

Registered
1 September 1983

CURRENT USE:

Description:
Dates:

National Park
1972-present

PREVIOUS USE(S):

Description:
Dates:

Homestead
1882-1972

ARCHITECT:

Name:
Dates:

n/a

BUILDER:

Name:
Dates:

John Jarman
1881-82

SUBJECT INDEXING:

Group:
Category:

Farming and Grazing
Homestead Complex

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA:

Description:

Kingston

LOCATION:

Unit No.:
Street No.:
Street Name:
Town/Suburb:
Post Code:
Region No.:
Region Name:

n/a
1
Off Princes Highway
Salt Creek
5275
6
South East

LAND DESCRIPTION:

Title Type:
Volume:
Folio:
Lot No.:
Section:
Hundred:

CT
1806
152
n/a
n/a
Neville
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NAME:

CANTARA HOMESTEAD

PLACE NO.: 10572

SITE RECORD (Cont.):
AMG REFERENCE:

Zone:
Easting:
Northing:
Map Sheet No.:
Map Scale:

54
386800
5977900
6825-I Santo
1:50,000

OWNER:

Name:

Minister for Environment &
Conservation
GPO Box 1047
Adelaide
5001

Address:
Town/Suburb:
Post Code:
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NAME:

CANTARA HOMESTEAD

PLACE NO.: 10572

Cantara Homestead, front elevation looking south-west

Cantara Homestead, general view from dune looking south-east
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NAME:

CANTARA HOMESTEAD

PLACE NO.: 10572

Plan of Cantara Homestead complex (Hosking 1999)

90

Peter Bell & Susan Marsden 2008

Kingston Heritage Survey

NAME:

BOWAKA HOMESTEAD

Address:

Bowaka Homestead
Bowaka Road
Kingston SE SA 5275

PLACE NO.: 10242

ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Description:
The Bowaka Homestead complex consists of the stone main house roofed with
Morewood & Rogers patent iron tiles, a smaller slate-roofed cottage and a shed forming
three sides of an enclosed space, extended by a walled yard. It is generally similar to the
layout of Woolmit homestead, but on a smaller scale. The house has the inscription "M
1851" on a keystone above the door. The woolshed is a simple rectangular building with
a gabled cgi roof, about 300m south of the house.
Statement of Heritage Value:
Bowaka Homestead is of heritage value as one of the early, modest, but strongly built
homestead complexes of the South-East of South Australia, demonstrating the
confidence of the first pastoral settlers in the region.
Relevant Criteria (Under Section 16 of the Heritage Act 1993):
(a)

It demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the State’s history

(d)

It is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of cultural
significance

(e)

It demonstrates a high degree of creative, aesthetic or technical accomplishment
or is an outstanding representative of particular construction techniques or design
characteristics

RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that Bowaka Homestead remain as an entry in the South Australian
Heritage Register.
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NAME:

BOWAKA HOMESTEAD

PLACE NO.: 10242

HISTORICAL SUMMARY:
Occupation Licence 170 for a station ‘near Reedy Creek’ was taken up in 1847 by John
Hindmarsh (the son of South Australia’s first Governor) and his cousin HF Morris. They
were joined soon afterwards by his brother, Thomas Morris, and the run was named
Bowaka. This was one of the earliest pastoral runs in the district, and extended to 49
square miles, although much was swamp. In 1850 Thomas Morris became sole owner
and in 1851 he built this six roomed stone homestead (the letter ‘M’, and the date, ‘1851’
are inscribed over the front door). The homestead complex formed a u-plan. The front of
the main house consisted of a bedroom, dining room and office with wings for servants
and stores, and a slate-roofed kitchen, dining room and cook’s quarters.
In 1853, Morris married Anne Hutchison, a daughter of the founder of the neighbouring
station, Woolmit. The homesteads are of very similar design and date of construction,
including the separate slate-roofed kitchen, and were possibly built by the same stonemason. Thomas and Anne raised six sons and six daughters at Bowaka. During the
1860s Morris acquired Avenue Station, the two runs carrying a total of 30,000 sheep. The
property includes a large stone woolshed, which accommodated 20 shearers. In 1875
Morris sold Bowaka to Anne’s brother and stepfather, the large pastoral partnership of
Hutchison and Dunn.
References
Australian Heritage Places Inventory, ID 7969
Banks, Kingston Flashbacks, I, pp. 6-7
Cockburn, Pastoral Pioneers 2, 1927, pp. 240-41
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Dunn, A Man's Reach, 1969, pp. 21, 29, 30, 108
Heritage Branch Register File 10242
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NAME:

BOWAKA HOMESTEAD

PLACE NO.: 10242

SITE RECORD:
FORMER NAME:

n/a

DESCRIPTION OF PLACE:

Complex of house, cottage, sheds and
walled yard, with woolshed about 300m to
the south

DATE OF COMPLETION:

1851

REGISTER STATUS:

Description:
Date:

Registered
23 September 1982

CURRENT USE:

Description:
Dates:

Homestead
1847-present

PREVIOUS USE(S):

Description:
Dates:

n/a

ARCHITECT:

Name:
Dates:

n/a

BUILDER:

Name:
Dates:

n/a

SUBJECT INDEXING:

Group:
Category:

Farming and Grazing
Homestead Complex

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA:

Description:

Kingston

LOCATION:

Unit No.:
Street No.:
Street Name:
Town/Suburb:
Post Code:
Region No.:
Region Name:

n/a
n/a
Bowaka Road
Reedy Creek
5275
6
South East

LAND DESCRIPTION:

Title Type:
Volume:
Folio:
Lot No.:
Section:
Hundred:

CL
373
47
H 440100/S 38
38
Bowaka
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NAME:

BOWAKA HOMESTEAD

PLACE NO.: 10242

SITE RECORD (Cont.):
AMG REFERENCE:

Zone:
Easting:
Northing:
Map Sheet No.:
Map Scale:

54
0414560
5908510
6924-IV Minecrow
1:50,000

OWNER:

Name:
Address:
Town/Suburb:
Post Code:

H.J. Robertson Pty Ltd
75 Smith Street
Naracoorte
5271
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NAME:

BOWAKA HOMESTEAD

PLACE NO.: 10242

Bowaka main house, looking south-west

Bowaka woolshed, looking south-east
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NAME:

BOWAKA HOMESTEAD

PLACE NO.: 10242

Plan of Bowaka Homestead
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NAME:

CHINESE WELL AND QUARRIES

Address:

Chinese Well and Quarries
Coorong National Park
Salt Creek SA 5275

PLACE NO.: 10253

ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Description:
The Chinese Well complex is made up of three known sites extending over several
hectares, consisting of the well itself and two quarries in the bed of shallow lakes. The
surroundings are sand dunes, shallow saline lakes and stunted coastal scrub. The sites
are now linked by walking trails and provided with interpretation signs.
Statement of Heritage Value:
The Chinese Well and Quarries are of heritage value as the most significant relic of the
Chinese immigration episode of 1855-57, a unique example of the lakebed stone
quarrying technique, and the most distinctive Chinese heritage site in South Australia.
Relevant Criteria (Under Section 16 of the Heritage Act 1993):
(a)

It demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the State’s history

(c)

It may yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the State’s
history, including its natural history

(d)

It is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of cultural
significance

(e)

It demonstrates a high degree of creative, aesthetic or technical accomplishment
or is an outstanding representative of particular construction techniques or design
characteristics

(g)

It has a special association with the life or work of a person or organisation or an
event of historical importance

RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that the Chinese Well and Quarries remain as an entry in the South
Australian Heritage Register, and that the site be declared a place of archaeological
significance.
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NAME:

CHINESE WELL AND QUARRIES

PLACE NO.: 10253

HISTORICAL SUMMARY:
The Chinese Well and Quarries on the Coorong were created by Chinese artisans in
about 1856 to serve Chinese miners en route to the Victorian goldfields. The discovery
of gold in Victoria in 1851 was followed by an influx of Chinese miners, commencing in
1853. When European miners gained the vote in 1855, the Victorian parliament
immediately passed discriminatory legislation to impose heavy duties on Chinese
immigrants and the shipowners landing them. The obvious loophole was Victoria's land
borders, and Chinese shipping agents were resourceful and well-organised. Within
months, Chinese passengers were arriving in the South Australian ports of Port Adelaide
and Robe, and for the next two years South Australia was the principal entry route to the
Victorian goldfields. The principal entry point was the new port of Robe in the south-east,
but significant numbers arrived through Port Adelaide. In July 1856, five ships arrived in
Port Adelaide with 1,500 Chinese passengers.
The Coorong road had become the overland route from Adelaide to the diggings. The
new arrivals were guided on the long road down the Coorong to Victoria, where wells had
been dug along the route. The well was first mentioned in writing and its builders
identified when it was probably only a few months old, by Charles Todd in September
1856, while surveying the route for his electric telegraph along the Coorong: "On the
24th, I crossed the Coorong [to the eastern shore] two miles below Bradford's, at a place
called the Chinamen's Wells, and then along that side of the Coorong to McGrath's flats."
(SAPP No. 11 of 1856, p. 11) The well was probably used by Chinese for less than two
years. The Victorian government put pressure on South Australia to plug the legislative
gap, and in a gesture of inter-colonial solidarity, the South Australian Parliament in 1857
passed legislation almost identical to the Victorian Act of 1855, but titled it much more
frankly, "An Act to make Provision for Levying a Charge on Chinese Arriving in South
Australia". The influx of Chinese through the South-East ceased in 1857.
The Overland Telegraph to Melbourne passed the site in 1857, and the well's
surroundings became part of the Cantara Run in 1863. A government well was dug
nearby in about 1880, and John Gall built an eating house for travellers. The land
became degraded in the early twentieth century, and the road was relocated east of the
Coorong. The well became part of the Coorong National Park in 1972.
References
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Luebbers, Recommendations for ... Chinaman's Wells, 1983
Luebbers, Archaeology of Chinamans Well, 1995
Rendell, "Chinese in South Australia", 1953
Snoek, Archaeological Report, 1984
Charles Todd, SAPP 11 of 1856
Heritage Branch Register File 10253
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NAME:

CHINESE WELL AND QUARRIES

PLACE NO.: 10253

SITE RECORD:
FORMER NAME:

Chinaman's Well

DESCRIPTION OF PLACE:

Limestone well with sandstone capstone,
and nearby lakebed quarries where the stone
was extracted

DATE OF COMPLETION:

1856

REGISTER STATUS:

Description:
Date:

Registered
28 May 1981

CURRENT USE:

Description:
Dates:

National Park
1972-present

PREVIOUS USE(S):

Description:
Dates:

Well
1856-57

ARCHITECT:

Name:
Dates:

n/a
1856

BUILDER:

Name:
Dates:

n/a
1856

SUBJECT INDEXING:

Group:
Category:

Utilities
Well

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA:

Description:

Kingston

LOCATION:

Unit No.:
Street No.:
Street Name:
Town/Suburb:
Post Code:
Region No.:
Region Name:

n/a
n/a
n/a
Salt Creek
5275
6
South East

LAND DESCRIPTION:

Title Type:
Volume:
Folio:
Lot No.:
Section:
Hundred:

CT
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NAME:

CHINESE WELL AND QUARRIES

PLACE NO.: 10253

SITE RECORD (Cont.):
AMG REFERENCE:

Zone:
Easting:
Northing:
Map Sheet No.:
Map Scale:

54
383890
5986360
6825-III Cantara
1:50,000

OWNER:

Name:

Minister for Environment &
Conservation
GPO Box 1047
Adelaide
5001

Address:
Town/Suburb:
Post Code:
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NAME:

CHINESE WELL AND QUARRIES

PLACE NO.: 10253

Chinese Well, 2005

Chinese quarry, 2005
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NAME:

CHINESE WELL AND QUARRIES

PLACE NO.: 10253

Section through Chinese Well (Luebbers, 1995)

Chinese Well, 1983 (Roger Luebbers, HB file 10253)
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NAME:

CHINESE WELL AND QUARRIES

PLACE NO.: 10253

Plan of Chinese Quarry (Luebbers, 1995)

Chinese Quarry, 1983 (Roger Luebbers, HB file 10253)
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NAME:

CHINESE WELL AND QUARRIES

PLACE NO.: 10253

Plan of Chinese Well & Quarries Site (Luebbers 1995)
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Places Recommended for Entry in the South Australian Heritage Register
The following places within the Kingston District Council survey area are recommended
for entry in the South Australian Heritage Register:
KIN S 01

Kingston Cemetery

KIN S 02

Police Station (former)

KIN S 03

Wool Store (former)

KIN S 04

Homestead, Woolmit

KIN S 05

Noolook Bark Mill Office & House

KIN S 06

Blackford Reserve
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KINGSTON CEMETERY
Place Name and Address:

KIN S 01
Cemetery
Princes Highway
Kingston SE SA 5275

SUMMARY OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Description:
The Kingston cemetery is one of the most conspicuous municipal cemeteries in South
Australia, located immediately alongside the Princes Highway a kilometre south of the
town. Its most prominent feature is a stone wall nearly 150m in length along the
roadside. Immediately behind, the older grave monuments are on a dune which rises
above the height of the wall. The wall is backed by an avenue of Norfolk Island Hibiscus
(Lagunaria patersonii) trees. Newer burials extend for a hundred metres into the
distance, but only the wall, screening trees and older sections of the cemetery are
proposed for entry in the Register.
Statement of Heritage Value:
The Cemetery is a remarkably prominent and attractive representative of South
Australia's historic cemeteries, principally due to its unusual siting and layout. It has
been in use continuously from 1859 to the present and provides a chronicle of life and
death in the upper South-East.
Relevant Criteria (Under Section 16 of the Heritage Act 1993):
(a)

It demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the State's history

(d)

It is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of cultural
significance

(e)

it demonstrates a high degree of creative, aesthetic or technical accomplishment
or is an outstanding representative of particular construction techniques or design
characteristics

(g)

It has a special association with an event of historical importance

RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that the roadside wall and older sections of Kingston Cemetery be
provisionally entered in the South Australian Heritage Register.
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KINGSTON CEMETERY

KIN S 01

ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
(a)

It demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the State's
history.

The earliest burial known in Kingston was that of Janet Cooke, wife of Archibald, who
died in a house fire in August 1859 when their town was less than a year old. The Cooke
brothers set aside a block of land for a cemetery, and the oldest section of the Kingston
cemetery is still known as "Cooke's Reserve". The establishment of a community
cemetery so early has meant that all of Kingston's burials have been done here, and
there is no evidence of burials in churchyards, which was common practice elsewhere in
early South Australia. There were no churchyards in Kingston in 1859.
The Kingston cemetery has been in use continuously from 1859 to the present. While
the burial register only begins in 1877, the second-oldest dated headstone is from 1868.
The earliest burials were all in what is now the south-east corner of the cemetery, known
as the Original Section. From about 1910 the burials were extended to the north, in what
is called the Old Section. The lawn sections to the west have been developed from 1968
to the present. (Pickett 2006, p. 5) A 1939 photograph of the cemetery shows a sexton's
hut built of limestone rubble near the entrance gates, which has now gone. The Norfolk
Island Hibiscus trees had not been planted then.
The wall runs only along the road side of the cemetery, not around the whole perimeter.
The first section of it was probably built in 1876, for there is a record of expenditure on
iron gates that year. Building the wall and commencing a burial register would have been
part of a more orderly management regime brought in by the new District Council, formed
in 1873. The wall appears to have been built in several stages, and expenditure in 1880
and 1884 probably indicates when it was extended to its present length. (Danvers 1984)
(d) It is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of cultural
significance.
Kingston Cemetery is quite old in the context of South Australia's history, having been in
use continuously for 148 years so far, and it is very rare for a community established in
the nineteenth century to have a single cemetery throughout its history. Usually a town
of Kingston's age will have had burials in two or three churchyards as well as a municipal
cemetery
The cemetery is also remarkable for its form and setting, but this is more appropriately
discussed under criterion (e). This combination of its age, continuous use, unique role in
the community, physical form and setting add up to make the Kingston Cemetery very
distinctive among the rural cemeteries of South Australia.
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KINGSTON CEMETERY
(e)

KIN S 01

it demonstrates a high degree of creative, aesthetic or technical
accomplishment or is an outstanding representative of particular
construction techniques or design characteristics

The Kingston Cemetery is conspicuously and attractively sited, its built form taking
advantage of its topographical setting. Its stone wall runs immediately alongside the
Kingston-Robe road (Princes Highway) for 150m, backed by an open screen of trees,
with the older grave monuments visible rising up the slope of the dune behind. The more
extensive area of modern burials is concealed from passers-by behind the dune. The
siting of the cemetery was presumably determined by the road and the dune. It was on
rising ground above winter flood level, beside the principal road inland from the
settlement.
The wall has been built in three stages, and the timing can be inferred from the records of
expenditure. The oldest section of the wall built in 1876 is the southern section of about
60m fronting the Original Section of grave plots, with its central entrance gate. This
section of wall changes direction slightly at the gateway, to follow the curve of the road.
With the population increasing after the opening of the railway, the wall was
approximately doubled in length in 1880 by the addition of another 67m in front of the Old
Section, with another gate formed at the junction of old and new work. There is a 3m
return to the west at both ends of this 1880 era wall, and there were three gates more or
less evenly spaced along its length. Finally, probably in 1884, a further 20m was added
to the north end, lower in height, with a fourth wide entrance gate fronting a driveway
along the north side of the grave plots.
(e)

It has a special association with the life or work of a person or organisation or
an event of historical importance

Mrs Archie Cooke was the first person buried in the Kingston cemetery, and in fact the
cemetery was created for her burial. The circumstances that created this distinctive
cemetery thus hinged on the fact that the first person to die in the new settlement was the
wife of one of the founders who had land to donate for a cemetery. If Janet Cooke had
lived to a ripe old age, then probably Kingston's dead of the first twenty years would have
been dispersed between three churchyards and a few private plots, some of them now
forgotten. The Kingston Cemetery has a direct relationship with the Cooke family and
their founding of the settlement.
REFERENCES:
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Marie Dunn, A Man's Reach, 1969
Robert Nicol, Cemeteries of South Australia: a Heritage Survey, 1988
Marcus Pickett, Draft Management Plan for Kingston Cemetery, 2006
Photograph held by Karen Cameron
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KINGSTON CEMETERY

KIN S 01

SITE RECORD:
FORMER NAME:

n/a

DESCRIPTION OF PLACE:

Old section of cemetery about 2ha in extent,
with stone wall and avenue of trees

DATE OF COMPLETION:

1884

REGISTER STATUS:

Description:

n/a

CURRENT USE:

Description:
Dates:

Cemetery
1859+

PREVIOUS USE(S):

Description:
Dates:

n/a
n/a

ARCHITECT:

Name:
Dates:

n/a
n/a

BUILDER:

Name:
Dates:

n/a
1859-1884

SUBJECT INDEXING:

Group:
Category:

Cemeteries and Burial Sites
Cemetery

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA:

Description:

Kingston DC

LOCATION:

Unit No.:
Street No.:
Street Name:
Town/Suburb:
Post Code:
Region No.:
Region:

Kingston-Robe Road
Kingston
5275
6
South East

LAND DESCRIPTION:

Title Type:
Volume:
Folio:
Lot Nos.:

CT
5778 & 5832
668 & 555
D 20332/102
F 205172/836
Lacepede

Hundred:
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SITE RECORD (Cont.):
AMG REFERENCE:

Zone:
Easting:
Northing:
Map Sheet:
Map Scale:

54
0397480
5921800
6824-II Kingston
1:50,000

OWNER:

Name:
Address:
Town/Suburb:
Post Code:

Kingston DC
PO Box 321
Kingston
5275
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KINGSTON CEMETERY

KIN S 01

Location Map

Location of Kingston Cemetery
(Source: CFS Map Book Region 5, 2001)
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KINGSTON CEMETERY

KIN S 01

Site Plan

Plan of Kingston Cemetery
(Source: Pickett 2006, p. 9)
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KINGSTON CEMETERY

KIN S 01

Kingston Cemetery, general view from N

Kingston Cemetery, entrance gates from E
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KINGSTON CEMETERY

KIN S 01

Kingston Cemetery, older monuments from E fence
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POLICE STATION (FORMER)
Place Name and Address:

KIN S 02

Former Police Station
Lot 23, Cooke Street
Kingston SE SA 5275

SUMMARY OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Description:
The former Police Station stands at the edge of the government precinct with open space
beside it which would have been used for grazing police horses. It is a large stone
masonry building, about 15m x 18m in plan, with an irregular form, the result of numerous
additions and alterations. It consists of a residence, an internal courtyard and a row of
cells. A separate stable stands at the rear. The building is screened from the street by
large Norfolk Island Pine (Araucaria heterophylla) and Monterey Cypress (Cupressus
macrocarpa) trees.
Statement of Heritage Value:
The former Kingston Police Station is a distinctive building, similar in general form to
other country police stations, but not identical to any others. It played a major role in
government administration in the South-East for a hundred years.
Relevant Criteria (Under Section 16 of the Heritage Act 1993):
(a)

It demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the State's history

(d)

It is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of cultural
significance

RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that the former Police Station be provisionally entered in the South
Australian Heritage Register.
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KIN S 02

ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
(a)

It demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the State's
history.

The former Police Station was built following the proclamation of Port Caroline in 1865, in
the expectation of an upsurge of population and government business in the Kingston
district. With the Court House and Post Office, both built nearby in the same period, the
area became the nucleus of the government town.
The Police Station was designed by Colonial architect William Hanson and erected by
local builder W.H. Dallison in 1866. It was in a semi-walled design, the residence and
police office facing Cooke Street with cells accessed from a separate entrance at the
side, and a detached stable block behind that.
As the town grew, so did the Police Station. There were extensions and repairs to the
Police Station buildings in 1871 and 1876.
One of the most notable events associated with the building was the murder of Trooper
Pearce in 1881 at the age of 24. Trooper Pearce, based at Kingston, had been sent to
arrest a man reported to be selling alcohol to Aborigines. The prisoner attacked Pearce,
let his horse loose and left him for dead. He was the first South Australian policeman to
die on active duty.
There is another insight into the workings of the Kingston Police Station in its early
decades. Sarah Burke was the wife of Lance-Corporal Jack Burke who was based at
Kingston in the 1880s. In later life, using the pen-name "Yakunga", she wrote a series of
articles on their experiences which were published as the series "A Country Police
Station", in the South Australian Register between November 1927 and April 1928. She
fictionalised the name of the town as "Brownweed", a reference to the mounds of
seagrass on the foreshore, a familiar part of life in Kingston.
The Police Station closed in 1961 when a modern building in Hanson Street replaced it.
The complex was sold privately.
It has continue to undergo extensions and
modifications, and has been re-roofed in recent years. It is now Bell's Antiques, with a
blacksmith's workshop in the stables and an art gallery in the cell block.
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(d)

KIN S 02

It is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of cultural
significance.

The police stations and court houses built in South Australian regional centres in the
nineteenth century followed a number of standard patterns. The great majority
(Strathalbyn, Goolwa, Redruth and Willunga are examples) had a court house and police
station combined into a single building complex. Only a relatively small number of towns
(Wallaroo and Mount Barker are examples) had their court houses and police stations
entirely separate, usually because they were built at separate times.
In Kingston the police station was finished in 1866 and the court house followed,
apparently as the result of a separate administrative decision, four years later in 1870.
As a result, the Kingston police station is a distinctive one-off design among South
Australia's government buildings in country towns. It is an interesting and important
representative of this class of buildings.

REFERENCES:
Sarah Burke, "A Country Police Station", South Australian Register 1927-1928
Robert Clyne, Colonial Blue: a History of the South Australian Police Force, 1987
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Marie Dunn, A Man's Reach, 1969
Hensel & Golding, Interesting Walks around Kingston SE, 1998
Kingston Heritage Advisory Committee, file notes, 2005
Information from Kath White
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SITE RECORD:
FORMER NAME:

n/a

DESCRIPTION OF PLACE:

Stone masonry police complex of irregular
plan, constituting office, residence, cells and
stables, in a conspicuous setting on Cooke
Street but concealed by large trees.

DATE OF COMPLETION:

1866

REGISTER STATUS:

Description:

n/a

CURRENT USE:

Description:
Dates:

Art Gallery
1961+

PREVIOUS USE(S):

Description:
Dates:

Police Station
1866-1961

ARCHITECT:

Name:
Dates:

Colonial Architect's Office
1865

BUILDER:

Name:
Dates:

W.H. Dallison
1866

SUBJECT INDEXING:

Group:
Category:

Law & Enforcement
Police Station

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA:

Description:

Kingston DC

LOCATION:

Unit No.:
Street No.:
Street Name:
Town/Suburb:
Post Code:
Region No.:
Region:

Cooke Street
Kingston
5275
6
South East

LAND DESCRIPTION:

Title Type:
Volume:
Folio:
Lot No.:
Section:
Hundred:

CT
5879
551
Lot 23 D 58591/23
Lacepede
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POLICE STATION (FORMER)

KIN S 02

SITE RECORD (Cont.):
AMG REFERENCE:

Zone:
Easting:
Northing:
Map Sheet:
Map Scale:

54
0397680
5923580
6824-II Kingston
1:50,000

OWNER:

Name:
Address:
Town/Suburb:
Post Code:

Rex & Ann Bell
Cooke Street
Kingston
5275
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POLICE STATION (FORMER)

KIN S 02

Location Map

Location of Former Kingston Police Station
(Source: Google Maps)

122

Peter Bell & Susan Marsden 2008

Kingston Heritage Survey

POLICE STATION (FORMER)

KIN S 02

Site Plan

Plan of Former Kingston Police Station
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POLICE STATION (FORMER)

KIN S 02

Police Station, front wall from NE

Stables at rear of Police Station
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POLICE STATION (FORMER)

KIN S 02

General view of Police Station complex from N
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WOOL STORE (FORMER)
Place Name and Address:

KIN S 03
11 Hanson Street
Kingston SE SA 5275

SUMMARY OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Description:
The former wool store is an imposing but very simple stone masonry building consisting
of two parallel stores of slightly different sizes with gabled cgi roofs and large entrance
doors on the street frontage. The buildings' interiors are empty spaces (recently refitted)
with timber roof trusses and a large arched opening connecting the two spaces.
Statement of Heritage Value:
This is a very rare surviving example of the wool stores which once stood at regional
ports, forming the crucial interface between inland and maritime transport which made
the nineteenth century export wool trade possible.
Relevant Criteria (Under Section 16 of the Heritage Act 1993):
(a)

It demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the State's
history.

(d)

It is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of cultural
significance.

RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that the former Wool Store be provisionally entered in the South
Australian Heritage Register.
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ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
(a)

It demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the State's
history.

This was one of three or four wool stores which stood in a row along Hanson Street at
the end of the jetty, facing the Naracoorte railway. The land where the wool store stands
was bought from James Cooke by William Sanderston in 1866. There was presumably
an earlier timber building on the land for the next six years. In April 1872 he leased the
land to a consortium of local merchants, David Guthrie, Richard Bullock and Edward
Stuart. It is likely that the present building was built in 1873 while the railway was under
construction, for the three merchants bought the land from Sanderston in March 1873
and took out a mortgage two weeks later. (CT 94/214)
Part of the wool store was clearly built to be served by the railway, with a branch line
running across Hanson Street and entering the large front door of the store. However,
the building was probably built in two stages. It is not quite symmetrical, with the western
side being slightly narrower and with a lower gable. The treatment of the lintels is
different, and stonework details suggest the eastern gable may be older than the western
gable. The (later) western half has a narrower door with a raised doorstep; it was never
intended to take railway wagons.
The building changed hands several times over the next few decades, being sold to John
Grice in 1878, then Andrew Dunn and Charles Gell in 1884. They ran into difficulties
during the bank crisis of 1893, and sold the following year to John Benn and James Grice
of Melbourne and Charles Russell of Adelaide, who in turn sold it to Adelaide wool broker
Edward van Senden in 1895.
In 1900 van Senden sold the store to Dalgety and Company of London. Throughout the
early twentieth century the wool store was operated by Dalgetys, and their company
name is most closely associated with its history. While South Australia was important
sheep country, it had traditionally been dominated by the rival wool-broking house of
Elder Smiths. (Dalgety & Company 1934) Elders' Kingston woolstore was very similar in
appearance to Dalgety's, further east along Hanson Street. The Dalgety wool-broking
business was first established in Melbourne in the 1840s, later expanding into New
Zealand, in 1878 to New South Wales, and in the 1880s to Western Australia. The
company moved its head office to London in 1884. By the late nineteenth century a
pronounced geographical division had developed among the Australian stock agents.
The market leaders were Dalgetys in Melbourne, Goldsbrough Mort in Sydney and Elder
Smith & Company in Adelaide. Other players with smaller market shares such as Bagot
Shakes & Lewis, New Zealand Loan and Winchcombe Carson were scattered around the
country. It was 1897 before Dalgetys opened a branch in Adelaide. In the Kingston
district, Dalgetys had taken over Hutchison and Dunn's pastoral interests as they
struggled to cope with the 1890s depression. Dunn 1969, p. 141)
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KIN S 03

The Hanson Street warehouse was probably not only a wool store; it most likely stored
hardware, groceries and rural supplies as well. Besides selling the wool clip, Dalgetys
also provided finance to graziers, and supplied them with merchandise.
In later years, Dalgetys moved their business out of the building and leased it to other
firms. Dalgetys moved to a timber-framed wool store on lot 1 at the corner of Marine
Parade, now the site of the Lacepede Bay Motel. They finally sold the building in 1961.
It was in the hands of the Cooper family of White Hut for nearly thirty years, and
continued to be used for retail trading and produce storage, mostly connected with rural
industry. It was bought by McInnes family members in 1989.
(d)

It is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of cultural
significance.

Kingston's heyday was its years as a marine entrepot, with goods arriving from the
hinterland on the Naracoorte railway being exported on vessels from the jetty. Once the
port had three (or four) woolstores, railway yards, a goods shed, a bark mill and a rabbit
canning factory in close proximity to the jetty. This wool store is the sole surviving
building from that period of industrial and maritime activity.
In the wider State context, the pattern is repeated. Once Port MacDonnell, Robe, Victor
Harbor, Port Wakefield, Port Germein and Port Augusta were all wool ports with similar
facilities. Today, all of those ports have fallen into disuse for export. As the expanding
railway network concentrated all the State's exports except bulk grain at Port Adelaide,
the outlying ports went into decline and their wool stores and other buildings were
demolished.
This building is one of the State's few remaining regional wool stores, and is an excellent
representative of that class of places.
REFERENCES:
Dalgety and Company Limited Jubilee Souvenir 1884-1934, 1934
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Marie Dunn, A Man's Reach, 1969, p. 132
SE Kingston Leader, 15 September 1982
Information from Kathleen White
LTO Certificates of Title 94/214, 4098/595
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KIN S 03

SITE RECORD:
FORMER NAME:

Dalgety Wool Store

DESCRIPTION OF PLACE:

Imposing stone masonry building consisting
of two parallel gabled stores with large
entrance doors on the street frontage

DATE OF COMPLETION:

Probably 1873

REGISTER STATUS:

Description:

n/a

CURRENT USE:

Description:
Dates:

Disused

PREVIOUS USE(S):

Description:
Dates:

Wool Store
1870s-1920s?

ARCHITECT:

Name:
Dates:

n/a
n/a

BUILDER:

Name:
Dates:

n/a
n/a

SUBJECT INDEXING:

Group:
Category:

Commerce
Warehouse

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA:

Description:

Kingston DC

LOCATION:

Unit No.:
Street No.:
Street Name:
Town/Suburb:
Post Code:
Region No.:
Region:

11
Hanson Street
Kingston
5275
6
South East

LAND DESCRIPTION:

Title Type:
Volume:
Folio:
Lot No.:
Section:
Hundred:

CT
5767
967
F 205213/877
Pt Lot 1
Lacepede
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KIN S 03

SITE RECORD (Cont.):
AMG REFERENCE:

Zone:
Easting:
Northing:
Map Sheet:
Map Scale:

54
0397480
5923530
6824-II Kingston
1:50,000

OWNER:

Name:
Address:
Town/Suburb:
Post Code:

Donald McInnes & Ors
Ballater Road
Marcollat
5271

Peter Bell & Susan Marsden 2008

131

Kingston Heritage Survey

WOOL STORE (FORMER)

KIN S 03

Location Map

Location of Former Wool Store
(Source: Google Maps)

132

Peter Bell & Susan Marsden 2008

Kingston Heritage Survey

WOOL STORE (FORMER)

KIN S 03

Site Plan

Plan of Former Wool Store
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WOOL STORE (FORMER)

KIN S 03

Wool Store, front elevation from N

Wool Store, interior undergoing renovation
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WOOL STORE (FORMER)

KIN S 03

Wool Store, general view from NW
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WOOLMIT HOMESTEAD COMPLEX
Place Name and Address:

KIN S 04

Woolmit Homestead
Woolmit Track
Kingston SE SA 5275

SUMMARY OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Description:
The Woolmit Homestead complex consists of the stone main house, a smaller slateroofed cottage and a kitchen forming three sides of an enclosed space, extended by a
much larger walled yard about 90m x 60m. It is generally similar to the layout of Bowaka
homestead, which was built about the same time and is only 7km away, but Bowaka is
on a smaller scale. A modern house and the ruins of early stables and a house or
kitchen are nearby. The woolshed is a large rectangular stone masonry building with a
hipped cgi roof, about 100m south of the old house. It is remarkable for retaining three
generations of wool presses, the first worked by a lever and ratchet, the second worked
by a system of pulleys - to house which a little tower was built into the roof - and the third
a modern hydraulic press.
Statement of Heritage Value:
The Woolmit Homestead complex is a well-preserved representative of the first
generation of pastoral homesteads in the upper South-East, still retaining a large
proportion of its early fabric intact. It distinctive layout and the three generations of wool
technology preserved in the woolshed are particularly notable.
Relevant Criteria (Under Section 16 of the Heritage Act 1993):
(a)

It demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the State's history

(d)

It is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of cultural
significance

RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that Woolmit Homestead be provisionally entered in the South
Australian Heritage Register.
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ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
(a)

It demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the State's
history.

The Woolmit Homestead Complex demonstrates the design, construction, layout and
fittings of the early pastoral homesteads established by the first pastoral lease-holders in
the Upper South-East, and reflects the Scottish antecedents of many of them. In addition,
the appearance of the domestic buildings, including the unusually large stone-walled
garden, may reflect the influence of the station’s founder, Margaret (Hutchison) Dunn.
South Australia’s Waste Lands Act of 1842 created Occupation Licences to give
pastoralists annual renewable rights to an area of land. This accelerated pastoral
settlement throughout the colony, and provided an incentive for individuals to find land for
themselves. During the 1840s ‘waves of land-seekers from both Port Phillip and South
Australia’ moved into the South-East, where ‘the rush for the best land … was over’ by
the end of the decade, although somewhat later in the upper South-East. (McGillivray,
1989, p. 27). Several runs were established in the Lacepede region during the rush of the
1840s, although not as many as in the lower South-East because of the impeded natural
drainage.
Many of these ‘capitalist-pastoralists’ were from New South Wales (which then included
Victoria). Amongst them, ‘the Scots predominated, put down roots and carved a fortune
from South-East land’, helped by having prior grazing experience in Australia, some
capital, hardworking families, and first pick of the best land. (McGillivray, 1989, p. 28.)
Margaret Hutchison and her family were numbered amongst these Scottish ‘capitalistpastoralists’.
The overlanding trips from eastern Australia to Adelaide in 1838-39 had drawn the
attention of stock owners to the Lacepede Bay district, who followed the same route west
in the 1840s. Margaret Hutchison’s journey was legendary. Mrs Hutchison and her
husband, Francis John had emigrated from Scotland with five young daughters and a
friend, Andrew Dunn, and formed a cattle station near Melbourne. Francis Hutchison died
soon after the birth of their son, William. Margaret decided to take up land in the western
district, and, after buying and selling property there with her children, journeyed on into
South Australia. They travelled by bullock wagon on the overland route formed by
Charles Bonney in 1839. She set up a dairy at ‘Dairy Range’ near Robe, and in 1846
moved north to a better site near Lacepede Bay, where she established Woolmit Station
with Andrew Dunn, whom she married in that same year. Margaret Hutchison took up an
Occupation Licence in 1847, and appears as the only woman in a list of 41 licences
issued in the South-East in that year.
Although Occupation Licences carried the right to build on Crown Lands, Margaret was
unusual in building a permanent house from the beginning, perhaps because she had a
family of six children to house. This was what is now known as an outbuilding, a cottage
of several rooms with a slate roof.
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By 1850 much of the South-East was a ‘sheep walk’. Graziers held almost 5,000 square
miles under licence, had purchased 2,000 acres of good land, and ‘were running
approximately one half of the colony’s sheep’. (McGillivray, 1989, p. 31.) Their control of
the land was reinforced in 1851 when an amendment to the Waste Lands Act replaced
Occupation Licences with Pastoral Leases lasting 14 years. The change greatly
improved security of tenure, and contributed to the more substantial construction or
extension of station buildings. Around 1851 Margaret and Andrew Dunn had a larger
homestead constructed as well as other station buildings (the date 1851 is carved above
the door at nearby Bowaka station, which includes buildings very similar in appearance to
those at Woolmit, and possibly constructed by the same mason.)
Margaret’s son by her first marriage, William Hutchison, became Andrew Dunn’s partner
in 1862. They formed ‘the biggest combination of pastoral interests in the South-East’
(Cockburn, in Banks 1970, p. 5), with stations including Woolmit, Murrabinna, Blackford,
Morambro, and Mount Benson, holding nearly all the land between Robe and Bordertown
with up to 70,000 sheep. However, they were brought down by the depression of the
early 1890s. Margaret had died at Woolmit in 1878 and was buried at Robe, and Andrew
Dunn moved to Robe in 1895 after the collapse of his pastoral activities. He died in 1901.
A plaque at Woolmit (dated 1996) records the station’s founding in 1846 by Andrew and
Margaret (Hutchison) Dunn, being named after her Scottish home. Four of the five
daughters married South-East pastoralists, and Woolmit passed to Ann Hutchison, who
married Thomas Morris of the neighbouring property Bowaka (in the South Australian
Heritage Register). In 1901 their son, Hugh Allan Morris moved onto the property. In
1911 it was purchased by Harry and Victor Clarke. Jean Clarke married Bill Pinches in
1935 and they went to live at Woolmit. ‘Nobody had lived there for many years, the home
was old, but substantially very cool in summer. The trees were magnificent and bird life
beautiful…’ (Hensel, p 13.) Woolmit remains in the Clarke family, who have built a new
homestead but have taken care to maintain and gradually restore the old homestead
complex and to keep the tools and machinery (including three generations of wool
presses) intact in the impressive stone woolshed. The oldest wool press, as well as
Woolmit itself, were entered on the Register of the National Estate.
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It is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of cultural
significance.

Woolmit is an exemplary early pastoral complex. Its early date, high proportion of early
buildings that survive, and the good state of preservation of most of those buildings raise
it out of the ordinary. In addition its walled layout, shared by only a few other early
homesteads is unusual and of great interest.
The complex also incorporates a significant collection of historical objects, including
wagons and other farm machinery, in particular in the wool shed. These include three
generations of wool presses, manually powered by means of levers and pulleys, and a
hydraulic press still in use.
REFERENCES:
Australian Heritage Places Inventory
Banks, Jessie, 1970, p. 5
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Hensel, Brenda, Reedy Creek Reflections, 1988, p. 13.
Kingston Heritage Advisory Committee, file notes, 2005
MacGillivray, Leith, “ ‘We Have Found Our Paradise’: The South–East Squattocracy,
1840–1870”, Journal of the Historical Society of South Australia, 17, 1989, pp. 27-31
Plaque at Woolmit, 1996
Register, 17 and 21 January 1911, pp. 5 and 13g (reporting on the sale of Woolmit
Station).
Smith, C.J.D, "Memoirs of Lacepede Octogenarians: Mr Edward Goode”, re-published in
Kingston South-East Coastal Leader, 1978
State Records of South Australia, Research note 249, “List of Occupation Licences for
Runs in the South East 1846-47”
Linda Clarke (owner), Verbal information, 16 May 2006
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SITE RECORD:
FORMER NAME:

n/a

DESCRIPTION OF PLACE:

Complex of house, cottage, sheds, walled
yard, some ruinous structures and
woolshed

DATE OF COMPLETION:

1851

REGISTER STATUS:

Description:

n/a

CURRENT USE:

Description:
Dates:

Farming
1846+

PREVIOUS USE(S):

Description:
Dates:

n/a

ARCHITECT:

Name:
Dates:

n/a
n/a

BUILDER:

Name:
Dates:

n/a
1847-51

SUBJECT INDEXING:

Group:
Category:

Farming and Grazing
Homestead Complex

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA:

Description:

Kingston DC

LOCATION:

Unit No.:
Street No.:
Street Name:
Town/Suburb:
Post Code:
Region No.:
Region:

Woolmit Track
Kingston
5275
6
South East

LAND DESCRIPTION:

Title Type:
Volume:
Folio:
Lot No.:
Section:
Hundred:

CT
5456
321
H 440100/S 403
403
Bowaka
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SITE RECORD (Cont.):
AMG REFERENCE:

Zone:
Easting:
Northing:
Map Sheet:
Map Scale:

54
0407630
5902910
6293-I Konetta
1:50,000

OWNER:

Name:
Address:
Town/Suburb:
Post Code:

Chris & John Clarke
PO Box 204
Kingston
5275
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Location Map

Location of Woolmit Homestead
(Source: CFS Map Book Region 5, 2001)
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WOOLMIT HOMESTEAD COMPLEX

KIN S 04

Site Plan

Plan of Woolmit Homestead Complex
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Cottage, Woolmit, general view from S

Stone wall & toilet, Woolmit, from SE
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Woolshed, Woolmit, general view from E

Woolshed, Woolmit, interior
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Place Name and Address:
SUMMARY OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Description:
The former bark mill is dramatically sited in a large clearing surrounded on all four sides
by Pinus radiata plantations. The mill remains consist of a stone masonry office and
residence (the former coach changing station) immediately beside the road, a
weighbridge, cgi sheds and water tanks and an orchard of fruit trees. Since the Danvers
survey the mill building has been demolished, and the residence has become unroofed.
Statement of Heritage Value:
Built in the 1890s and operating until 1960, the Noolook Bark Mill is a remarkable
surviving relic of the wattle bark industry, a widespread rural enterprise whose evidence
has almost entirely vanished. .
Relevant Criteria (Under Section 16 of the Heritage Act 1993):
(a)

It demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the State's history

(b)

It has rare, uncommon or endangered qualities that are of cultural significance

(d)

It is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of cultural
significance

RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that the former Noolook Bark Mill be provisionally entered in the South
Australian Heritage Register.
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ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
(a)

It demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the State's
history.

A rural product which is virtually forgotten today, but which supplemented many South
Australian farm incomes in the nineteenth century was wattle bark, which was dried and
ground into powder for use in tanning leather. In the early years bark was simply
stripped from native Golden Wattle (Acacia pycnantha) trees in the scrub, but from the
1870s onward some people in the Cape Jaffa area began to plant woodlots of larger and
faster-growing Black Wattle trees (Acacia mearnsii), a species native to New South
Wales, for systematic harvesting. There was a simultaneous rise in the industry in other
areas such as the Fleurieu Peninsula.
There were two bark mills in the Kingston district. One was operated by J. Grice &
Company in Kingston, on the foreshore near the jetty, and has vanished without trace.
The larger bark mill was opened by Rudolf Wilke and Fred Wight on the Kingston-Robe
road at Noolook near Mount Benson in the 1890s. They took over the old horsechanging station on the mail route, and the cottage became the mill manager's residence.
The Noolook bark mill burnt down in 1906, but was rebuilt. (Observer 28 April 1906)
Wilke and Wight sold the mill to Thomas Paltridge & Son, tanners of Mount Barker in
1912. Paltridges increased the mill's landholding to 6,500 acres (2630ha) planted with
wattles, and also bought bark from farmers. Bark stripping was done seasonally,
beginning in September, and the bark was stockpiled at the mill and allowed to dry.
When about 400 tons were accumulated, contractors were brought in to put the dried
bark through milling machinery to reduce it to powder, which was carted to the railway at
Kingston. Paltridges sold their enterprise, both tannery and bark mill, to Johnson & Coy,
but it became less profitable as time passed. The Noolook Bark Mill closed in 1960.
(Vaughan 1986, pp. 83-86)
Johnsons bulldozed the wattle plantations and planted pasture grass, running sheep on
the property for some years, and converting the bark mill building to a shearing shed.
But before the end of the decade, the property was taken over by the Department of
Woods and Forests.
Forestry was a completely new industry in the district. Pine plantations had long been
established in the lower South-East, around Penola, Mount Gambier and Mount Burr, but
in the post-war era new plantations were established near Mount Benson. A local
farmer, Ross Saltmarsh, noticed that Pinus radiata grew very well in the district as a
windbreak, and he planted some experimental tree lots. The department was impressed
by the results, and bought his land in 1952. Larger-scale planting of Radiata pine began
in 1953 and the Noolook Forest was established. In 1968 Forestry bought the
landholdings of the closed Noolook bark mill and greatly increased the area under pines.
(Vaughan 1986, pp. 134-135) The old mill complex has been allowed to remain as a fire
safety haven, forming a small island surrounded by pine plantations on all four sides.
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It has rare, uncommon or endangered qualities that are of cultural
significance

The wattle bark industry was widely distributed throughout rural South Australia, probably
concentrated in the Mount Lofty Ranges from Cape Jervis up to Clare, but little physical
evidence of it remains. There were once bark mills at Second Valley, Normanville,
Myponga and Yankalilla, but no evidence of these is known to survive. (Blum 1985; Lush
1971; Williams 1985) Some such as Second Valley utilised the excess capacity of an
existing flour mill, and while it still exists, there is no feature of the flour mill which can be
identified with the bark industry. Others were probably just a chaffcutter in a shed, and
the one at Myponga burnt down. Fire was obviously a serious hazard at bark mills, as
the first Noolook mill was also destroyed by fire.
The former Noolook Bark Mill is thus of particular importance as the most substantial
surviving relic in South Australia of this vanished rural industry, and indeed virtually the
only relic. It is a pity that the mill building itself has been demolished since the Danvers
Survey of 1983, but since its closure in 1960 this had simply been an empty corrugated
iron shed.
(d)

It is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of cultural
significance.

For essentially the same reasons given under Criterion (b), the Noolook Bark Mill is also
the best surviving representative of the buildings which were once built to serve the
wattle bark industry. The industry is extinct and its buildings were mostly ephemeral.
The reasons that the Noolook Bark Mill has survived in such a relatively intact state are
(a) that it was a large and well-built complex to begin with, (b) that it operated until quite a
late date, and (c) that its present owner, Forestry SA, has left it alone since acquiring it.
An assessment of the heritage significance of the Noolook Bark Mill site should also keep
in mind that its fabric also incorporates a mail change station older than the mill.
REFERENCES:
Ron Blum, The Second Valley, 1985
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Adrian Lush, The Inman Valley Story, 1971
Observer 28 April 1906
Register 2 November 1904, 30 January 1906
Suzette Searle, Rise and Demise of the Black Wattle Bark Industry, 1991
Malcolm Vaughan, Mount Benson, 1986
Royston Williams, To Find the Way: History of the Western Fleurieu Peninsula, 1985
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SITE RECORD:
FORMER NAME:

n/a

DESCRIPTION OF PLACE:

Stone masonry office and residence
immediately beside the road, weighbridge,
cgi sheds and water tanks in a clearing
surrounded by pine forests

DATE OF COMPLETION:

1906

REGISTER STATUS:

Description:

n/a

CURRENT USE:

Description:
Dates:

Fire Refuge
1968+

PREVIOUS USE(S):

Description:
Dates:

Bark Mill
1890s-1960

ARCHITECT:

Name:
Dates:

n/a
n/a

BUILDER:

Name:
Dates:

n/a
1890s-1906

SUBJECT INDEXING:

Group:
Category:

Forestry
Plantation

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA:

Description:

Kingston DC

LOCATION:

Unit No.:
Street No.:
Street Name:
Town/Suburb:
Post Code:
Region No.:
Region:

Kingston-Robe Road
Mount Benson
5275
6
South East

LAND DESCRIPTION:

Title Type:
Volume:
Folio:
Lot No.:
Section:
Hundred:

CR
5706
286
H 441100/S 20
20
Mount Benson
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SITE RECORD (Cont.):
AMG REFERENCE:

Zone:
Easting:
Northing:
Map Sheet:
Map Scale:

54
0393210
5904210
6823-II Robe
1:50,000

OWNER:

Name:

Minister for Primary
Industries
PO Box 2343
Adelaide
5000

Address:
Town/Suburb:
Post Code:
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Location Map

Location of Former Noolook Bark Mill
(Source: CFS Map Book Region 5, 2001)
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Site Plan

Sketch Plan of former Noolook Bark Mill
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Noolook Bark Mill, office from SE

Noolook Bark Mill, manager's house (former mail change station)
and office from NE
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Noolook Bark Mill, general view of mill site from E

Noolook Bark Mill in operation (Vaughan 1986, p. 84)
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Place Name and Address:

KIN S 06
Blackford Reserve
Rowney Road
Blackford SA 5275

SUMMARY OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Description:
The Blackford Reserve consists of a large area of land bisected by Rowney Road. There
are two stone cottages standing on the east side of the road, and one of stone and mixed
materials on the west side. Most of the reserve is covered by native scrub, in a district
where most land has been cleared for farming.
Statement of Heritage Value:
Built in.
Relevant Criteria (Under Section 16 of the Heritage Act 1993):
(a)

It demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the State's history

(d)

It is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of cultural
significance

RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that the Blackford Reserve be provisionally entered in the South
Australian Heritage Register, and that it be declared a place of archaeological
significance.
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ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
(a)

It demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the State's
history.

Blackford Reserve, or Murrabinna, is a place which expresses - and has helped to
sustain - a distinctive, post-contact Aboriginal history in South Australia’s South-East.
The longevity of occupation at Blackford, for up to a century, until the 1970s, was helped
by the construction of several stone and iron cottages, an unusual, if not unique feature
of such small Aboriginal reserves.
Before European settlement began in the 1840s, the South-East around Lacepede Bay
was the land of the Aboriginal people known as the Meintangk, the southern-most
members of the Ngarrindjeri people, whose country stretched from Lacepede Bay north
through the Coorong to Cape Jervis, and around the lakes and along the lower River
Murray. (Jenkin 1969) According to Tindale (1974) and Watson (2002), Meintangk
territory at the time of European contact stretched from Lacepede Bay; north to the
Granite Rocks 19 kilometres north of Kingston; south to Cape Jaffa; east to Lucindale,
Blackford, Keilira, and Naracoorte; and inland from Lake Hawdon to Mosquito Creek.
Having advantage of the foods to be gathered along the coast, in the wetlands and along
Maria Creek, including millions of waterbirds, their territory was smaller in extent than the
inland tribes. The Meintangk were divided into seven migratory groups but there were
seasonal concentrations at places with permanent water, such as Blackford Creek.
With the passing of the Waste Lands Act of 1842 the South Australian Governor gained
the power to set land aside ‘for the use or benefit of the Aboriginal inhabitants of the
counntry’. Many small reserves were created between then and the 1913-15 Royal
Commission on Aborigines, including Blackford Reserve, established near Blackford
Creek inland from Kingston. Most historical accounts (including the Atlas of South
Australia) suggest that these ‘pockets of land were generally small and totally
inappropriate for Aboriginal methods of land-use. On the excuse Aborigines were not
properly using the land, much of it was subsequently resumed and then leased or sold to
European settlers.’
However, it is clear from Aboriginal histories of the Kingston and Coorong districts that
the Blackford Reserve and other areas permitting Aboriginal occupation provided an
impoverished, but at least secure base for them to continue to live in their homeland.
They could also combine station and domestic work with traditional hunting, gathering
and cultural activities, including the women’s much-admired weaving, using local grasses
and reeds. The women were also valuable workers as midwives, cooks, nurses and
servants. Mary Jane Watson at Blackford was the local midwife in the early 1900s, and
around the same time Ethel Watson was nursemaid in Kingston for the young Norman
Tindale - an association that may have played a part in his work with her when he
became an anthropolgist at the South Australian Museum. (Mattingley and Hampton, p.
153)
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The district’s small and scattered European population, the natural resources, and the
Aboriginal camps and houses at Kingston and in the Coorong, as well as at Blackford,
also enabled some traditional seasonal movement to continue from summer on the coast
inland to higher ground, at Blackford, beyond the winter swamps. (Watson, p 53) The
largest Aboriginal population lived at Kingston (Tangalun), along Maria Creek near the
(still existing) Aboriginal Burial Ground, and in Rosetown. Rations were issued by the
police at Kingston, and there was also labouring, fishing and domestic work available.
Early residents recalled that ‘hundreds of blacks dwelt along the banks of Maria Creek’,
but as Kingston enjoyed booming trade in the 1880s, the European residents proposed to
‘improve’ the town by removing the Aboriginal camp to Blackford Reserve. (Watson, p
130) Possibly, one or more of the surviving stone cottages at Blackford was built around
that time. In the event, Aboriginal residents continued to move between both places until
well within living memory.
The continued existence of Blackford Reserve also reflected the value of Aboriginal
labour to the surrounding pastoralists, who continued to control most of the surrounding
land, unlike in other settled districts where pastoralism gave way to farming. Police and
Protectors’ reports from the mid-nineteenth century onwards describe the men of the
Lacepede district leaving their camps ‘to seek work on sheep stations’ (Protector’s report,
SA Government Gazette, 1865, pp. 7-8). Apart from shearing, they were also engaged in
kangaroo shooting, sheep washing, horse-breaking, wattle bark stripping, and other
labouring work.
However, the life was hard, and at best, marginal, and many people died from the
illnesses first introduced by European settlers. In the 1940s, the Minutes of the District
Council of Lacepede record the deaths of two former residents of Blackford from
tubercular meningitis (Minutes 30 November 1940), and note a letter from the Board of
Health, writing that ‘action be taken at Blackford to put natives camp in a sanitary
condition’ (Minutes, 25 January 1941).
Blackford is associated with several significant individuals and families, notably the
renowned weaver and ‘Queen’, Ethel Watson, nee Ethel Wympie. Mrs Watson lived for
much of her life at Blackford Reserve in a stone and iron cottage which stands on the
opposite side of the road to the other houses. Her memorial, erected by the Kingston
Branch of the National Trust at the town’s entrance in 1971, was the first memorial
dedicated to an Aboriginal person in South Australia, and commemorated her as “Queen’
Ethel, the ‘last full-blood’ Aboriginal person in the district when she died, aged 100, in
1954.
Athanasia Blessios (nee Hilda Bonney) recalls her grandparents Ethel and Harry Watson
living at Blackford on their own block of land, where they ran some sheep, two cows and
two horses. They sheared their sheep with hand blades, bagged the wool, and carried it
by horse and cart to Kingston. They had three children who reached adulthood, but Ethel
also gave birth to triplets who died as babies and ‘are buried at the Reserve at Blackford,
where their tiny graves are marked by sea shells from the Coorong.’ (Blessios, p. 8).
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Like other families at the reserve, the Watsons also accommodated other family
members in their small home, including Hilda Bonney’s family before they moved into
Kingston. During the 1930s they were followed by other family members who also
wanted to move away from Blackford and buy their own homes in Kingston.
Gradually, from that time, the reserve was emptied of permanent residents, which was
also reflected in the closure of the nearby school. The children living on the reserve had
formed the mainstay of the local one-teacher provisional school, Blackford School, which
was built on a nearby pastoral property, operated from 1907 until 1948, and still stands.
Some of the Aboriginal children’s initials, for example, FA (Freddie A’Hang), and BW (Bill
Watson) are carved in the school’s stone wall.
Blackford Reserve is also a significant site illustrating the recent history of Aboriginal
people acquiring tenure to the land in South Australia. Between 1966-86 this was
achieved in three ways: firstly, by the establishment of the South Australian Aboriginal
Lands Trust; then through legislation; and by direct purchase. The establishment of the
Aboriginal Lands Trust in 1966 was the first step taken by an Australian state or
Commonwealth government to grant Aborigines title to land. The Trust was created as a
statutory body to hold certain lands in trust for the economic and cultural benefit of
Aboriginal people, and could not sell the land without the approval of both houses of
Parliament. These lands were former missions, farming properties and reserves with
heritage and cultural significance to local Aboriginal communities. Titles for the nine
missions and reserves still operating in South Australia in 1966 were vested in the Trust.
They included Blackford Reserve. The Trust then leased these lands back to the local
Aboriginal communities for 99 years with rights of renewal. Kingston’s Aborignal
community, including the Kungari Association, cares for and maintains the reserve and its
surviving buildings and sites.
(d)

It is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of cultural
significance

There are a number of places on the Register, or nominated, because of their role in the
interaction between European and Aboriginal South Australians. They include all or part
of the settlements at Poonindie, Moorundie, Point Pearce, Raukkan (Point Macleay),
Killalpaninna, Kopperamanna, Hermannsburg and Finniss Springs. However, all these
settlements differ from Blackford Reserve in one fundamental respect; all were created,
administered and supervised on a day-to-day basis by European staff. Most were run by
church missionaries, Moorundie and Point Pearce by government officers, and Finniss
Springs by a benevolent patriarch, but all were white.
Blackford is fundamentally different in being a settlement run entirely by and for its
Aboriginal residents. There was never a white missionary, teacher or administrator in
residence. Those services were available in Kingston or at the Blackford School nearby
if needed, but their provision was not the reason the settlement existed. In this sense
Blackford is quite distinct from the other places in its general class.
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REFERENCES:
Atlas of South Australia, ‘Aboriginal lands’ 2006,
<www.atlas.sa.gov.au/go/resources/atlas-of-south-australia-1986/the-course-ofsettlement/aboriginal-lands>,viewed May 2006
Bell, Dianne, Ngarrindjeri Wurruwarrin: A World That Is, Was, and Will Be, Spinifex, North
Melbourne, 1998
Blessios, Athanasia, Mixed Dreamings: the Life of Athanasia Hilda Bonney Blessios,
South East Book Promotions, Mount Gambier, n.d.
District Council of Lacepede, Minutes (Kingston District Council office)
Marie Dunn, A Man's Reach, 1969, p. 85
Jenkin, Graham, Conquest of the Ngarrindjeri, Rigby, Adelaide, 1979
Kingston South-East Coastal Leader, “Unique Memorial to Tribal Queen Unveiled”, 18
November 1971
Mattingley, Christobel and Hampton, Ken, Survival in Our Own Land. ‘Aboriginal’
Experiences in ‘South Australia’ since 1836, Wakefield Press, Netley SA, 1988, pp. 153,
275
O'Connor, Pam, The Aboriginal People of the South East: From the Past to the Present,
South East Book Promotions, Naracoorte, 1994
Verbal information, Verne and Jean McLaren and Glen McLaren (past and present
owners of ‘More View’ and Blackford School, concerning the school, Blackford Reserve
and residents, Ethel Watson, and her memorial, 2006)
Watson, Irene, Looking At You, Looking At Me…Aboriginal Culture and History of the
South–east of South Australia, Vol. 1, I. Watson, Nairne, SA, 2002
White, Kathleen, Mystery Tour of Old Schools, 1997, pp. 5-6
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SITE RECORD:
FORMER NAME:

n/a

DESCRIPTION OF PLACE:

Large area of revegetated native scrub, two
cottages in a clearing, third cottage alone

DATE OF COMPLETION:

1880s?

REGISTER STATUS:

Description:

n/a

CURRENT USE:

Description:
Dates:

1880s+

PREVIOUS USE(S):

Description:
Dates:

n/a
n/a

ARCHITECT:

Name:
Dates:

n/a
n/a

BUILDER:

Name:
Dates:

Department of Interior
1941-43

SUBJECT INDEXING:

Group:
Category:

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA:

Description:

Kingston DC

LOCATION:

Unit No.:
Street No.:
Street Name:
Town/Suburb:
Post Code:
Region No.:
Region:

Rowney Road
Blackford
5275
6
South East

LAND DESCRIPTION:

Title Type:
Volume:
Folio:
Lot No.:
Section:
Hundred:

CT
5508
52
H 431200/ S 32 & 33
32 & 331
Murrabinna
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SITE RECORD (Cont.):
AMG REFERENCE:

Zone:
Easting:
Northing:
Map Sheet:
Map Scale:

54
0412710
5929160
6924-IV Minecrow
1:50,000

OWNER:

Name:
Address:
Town/Suburb:
Post Code:

Aboriginal Lands Trust
269 Wakefield Street
Adelaide
5000
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Location Map

Location of Blackford Reserve
(Source: CFS Map Book Region 5, 2001)
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Lands Titles Plan

Plan of Blackford Reserve Land Parcels
(LTO CT )
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Site Plan

Plan of Blackford Reserve and Mrs Watson's Cottage
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Blackford Reserve, general view from W

Blackford Reserve, cottage east of Rowney Road
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Blackford Reserve, Mrs Watson's cottage west of Rowney Road
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Places Recommended for Entry in the Local Heritage Register
The following places within the Kingston District Council survey area are recommended
for entry in a Schedule of Local Heritage Places in the Kingston District Council
Development Plan. (Item KIN L 10 the Old Institute is retained here for the historical
record, but no recommendation is made for it, as the building was demolished on
KIN L 01
KIN L 02
KIN L 03
KIN L 04
KIN L 05

Harbormasters House (former)
Bank (former)
Court House (former)
School, Kingston
Holy Trinity Anglican Church

KIN L 06
KIN L 07
KIN L 08
KIN L 09
KIN L 10

Old School Room
Royal Mail Hotel
Uniting Church & Manse
RAOB Hall (former)
Old Institute (removed from recommendations - demolished)

KIN L 11
KIN L 12
KIN L 13
KIN L 14
KIN L 15

Crown Inn
Old Council Office
Cottage (Rosetown)
Stationmasters House (former)
Doctors House (Doyle's Cottage)

KIN L 16
KIN L 17
KIN L 18
KIN L 19
KIN L 20

District Hall
Soldiers Memorial Hospital
Former Tearooms, Agnes Street
Cottage, 19 Dowdy Street
Lightkeepers' Cottages

KIN L 21
KIN L 22
KIN L 23
KIN L 24
KIN L 25

War Memorial & Railway Reserve
Charles Street Footbridge
Aboriginal Burial Ground
Kingston Jetty
Sculpture Park & Sundial

KIN L 26
KIN L 27
KIN L 28
KIN L 29
KIN L 30

Powerhouse Engine
Len Lampit Reserve
Trees of Tribute
Butcher Gap Drain Outlet
Woolshed, Ashmore

KIN L 31
KIN L 32
KIN L 33
KIN L 34
KIN L 35

Outbuildings, Kercoonda
Homestead, Murrabinna
Homestead, Tilleys Swamp
Homestead, Blackford
Homestead, Mount Scott
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KIN L 36
KIN L 37
KIN L 38
KIN L 39
KIN L 40

Hall, Reedy Creek
Cottage, White Hut
Homestead, Keilira
Homestead, Wongolina
Signal Station (former)

KIN L 41
KIN L 42
KIN L 43
KIN L 44
KIN L 45

School, Cape Jaffa (former)
Homestead, Cadara
Jip Jip Rocks
Goyder's Bank*
Cottage, Teeluc

KIN L 46
KIN L 47
KIN L 48
KIN L 49
KIN L 50

Lightkeepers' Cottages ruin
Cape Jaffa Jetty
Seafarers' Memorial
School, Blackford (former)
Blackford Drain Outlet

KIN L 51
KIN L 52
KIN L 53

Prolific Hut
Railway Formation, Reedy Creek
The Granites
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LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

13 Hanson Street, Kingston

Land Description:

Parcel 430700/475, Hundred of Lacepede

Certificate of Title:

CT 5473/615

OWNER:

John & Helena Andrews
40 Holland Street
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

Heritage of the South East 1984

Harbormasters House
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DESCRIPTION:
The former Harbormasters House is a conventional four-roomed stone masonry house
with brick quoins, roughly square in plan with a hipped cgi roof. It has undergone many
superficial alterations, but its basic original form is intact.

HISTORY:
Designed by Colonial Architect C.E. Owen Smith, the house was built in 1888 as the
Customs House for the port of Kingston. However it saw little Customs business, as the
opening of the Adelaide-Melbourne railway the previous year had changed the transport
patterns of the South-East forever, and few international ships would call at Kingston. It
subsequently became the Harbormasters residence, and was later taken over by South
Australian Railways until the Naracoorte railway closed. It is now in private ownership.
STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The former Customs House/Harbormasters House is an important reminder of Kingston's
maritime heritage, and one of the few pieces that survive from the formerly bustling port
precinct.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Kingston Heritage Advisory Committee, file notes, 2005
Marie Dunn, A Man's Reach, 1969
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LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

40 Holland Street, Kingston

Land Description:

Parcel F 162971/98, Hundred of Lacepede

Certificate of Title:

CT 5303/853

OWNER:

John & Helena Andrews
40 Holland Street
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

Heritage of the South East 1984

Former Bank
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DESCRIPTION:
The former bank is a gracious mansion, tastefully painted in heritage colours in a
dominant position on a major intersection. It is built in excellent quality stone masonry,
laid out with a formal symmetrical elevation and grand entrance door with a semi-circular
fanlight. Its details are in classical style, complementing the nearby Post Office. It has a
hipped cgi roof.

HISTORY:
This was most recently the ANZ Bank and residence, but it had a complicated banking
history. The building opened as the Bank of South Australia in 1876, with Mr F.O. Hodge
as manager, followed by Mr H. Giles in 1880. During the depression of 1892 the
company bought out the Bank of Adelaide and became part of the Union Bank. Because
of the depression and many years of bad business, it was converted to an agency in
1897 but it was restored to a branch in 1923. In 1951 it became the Union Bank of
Australasia and in 1970 became known as the ANZ Bank. It merged with the English,
Scottish and Australian Bank in 1970, and moved into premises in Agnes Street in 1971.
The building was then sold to an accountant and later became a private home, known for
gracious living.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The former bank is of heritage value as an attractive building on a prominent corner that
has also played a significant role in the town’s economic affairs.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Kingston Heritage Advisory Committee, file notes, 2005
SE Kingston Leader 15 September 1982 (historical photograph)
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COURT HOUSE (FORMER)

KIN L 03

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Petty Sessions, 2 Hanson Street, Kingston

Land Description:

Parcel H403700/626, Hundred of Lacepede

Certificate of Title:

CT 5895/617

OWNER:

Barry Wescombe
16 Hill Street
Montrose Vic 3765

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

Heritage of the South East 1984

Former Court House
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COURT HOUSE (FORMER)

KIN L 03

DESCRIPTION:
The former Court House stands near the Post Office and Police Station in the heart of the
government town. It is the standard government design for local courts at the time, a tall
rectangular symmetrical stone masonry building with an entrance porch, tall windows,
refined Classical details and a gabled cgi roof. There are similar court house buildings in
Wallaroo, Gawler, Laura and Clarendon.

HISTORY:
The Court House was designed by Colonial Architect Robert G. Thomas and built by
local builders Edwin Johns and Francis Hodson in 1870 in expectation of increased
business after the proclamation of new Hundreds in the South-East and the
establishment of local courts in 1870. Previously, local cases had been heard by the
Circuit Court in hotels, or at the District Court in Robe. The circuit judges were
transported between trials by John Gall's mail coaches. The Court House saw many
cases of illegal depasturing of stock, defaulting on debt, stock theft, and drunkenness by
sailors. The Court House remained in government ownership until 2004 although it had
not been used in many years; local court cases were referred to the District Court in
Naracoorte. In January 2004 the Court House was sold to private purchasers and has
been refurbished as the Petty Sessions restaurant .

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The Court House is a reminder of the part played by government administration in the
community, and Kingston's historic role as a regional centre.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Kingston Heritage Advisory Committee, file notes, 2005
Marie Dunn, A Man's Reach, 1969, pp. 71, 85-86
Hensel & Golding, Interesting Walks around Kingston SE, 1998, p. 10
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KINGSTON SCHOOL (FORMER)

KIN L 04

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Lot 4, Macfarlane Street, Kingston

Land Description:

Parcel D 26354/4, Hundred of Lacepede

Certificate of Title:

CT 5752/767

OWNER:

Kingston District Council
PO Box 321
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

Heritage of the South East 1984

Former Kingston School
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KINGSTON SCHOOL (FORMER)

KIN L 04

DESCRIPTION:
Built in an L-shaped plan facing Holland and MacFarlane streets, the school is a well-built
stone masonry building with tall windows and a steeply-pitched cgi roof. Its details are
characteristic of South Australian government schools of the late nineteenth century.

HISTORY:
The Kingston School opened in January 1880 as a government school superseding the
earlier 1860s schoolroom in Cooke Street. The school and residence were funded at a
cost of £2,082 under the Education Act. The opening was a landmark event in the town,
performed by the Minister for Education and followed by a champagne luncheon. The
school began as a single classroom conforming in appearance with other government
schools of its era. Subsequently extended and later with transportable classrooms
added, the school operated in Holland Street for over a century until in 1986 it was
superseded by the new Kingston Community School in Gall Park. The old school is now
owned by the District Council and used by community organisations.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The former Kingston School was an important community institution, which has
associations for most Kingston residents over the age of 30.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Kathleen White, Mystery Tour of Old Schools, 1997, p. 15
GRG 38/16, Record Book of School Buildings, SA State Records
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HOLY TRINITY ANGLICAN CHURCH

KIN L 05

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Agnes Street, Kingston

Land Description:

Parcel F 211718/A 122, Hundred of Lacepede

Certificate of Title:

CT 5709/438

OWNER:

Synod of the Anglican Diocese of the Murray
PO Box 394
Murray Bridge SA 5253

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

Heritage of the South East 1984

Holy Trinity Anglican Church
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HOLY TRINITY ANGLICAN CHURCH

KIN L 05

DESCRIPTION:
A small rectangular church in simple Gothic style, prominently sited on a rise above the
street, with masonry walls of an attractive grey limestone and a steeply-pitched cgi
gabled roof. Prominent leadlight windows.

HISTORY:
Holy Trinity Church of England was originally constructed in 1873 as a Congregational
Church at the urging of the missionary David Milne, Kingston’s first resident minister.
Reverend Milne was ordained in Kingston as a Congregational minister in 1869.
Congregationalists were the largest religious group in Kingston at the time and were the
first organised church. The first Church of England rector in this church was Rev W.J.
Bussell (1878-1880). The church suffered damage in the 1897 earthquake; its belfry was
removed and tie rods installed. Many of the church fittings and decorations were donated
by parishioners, reflecting several generations of local worshippers. Kira Vandepeer
designed the Centenary Pelican Window and the Banks Memorial Window.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Holy Trinity church demonstrates the importance of religious worship in the early
Kingston community.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Dunn, Man's Reach, p. 78
Hensel & Golding, Interesting Walks around Kingston SE, 1998, p. 14
Spring Flower Festival, Holy Trinity Anglican Church, Kingston South East 1998 (leaflet
supplied by B Hensel, 2006)
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OLD SCHOOL ROOM

KIN L 06

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

35 Cooke Street, Kingston

Land Description:

Parcel F 136222/1, Hundred of Lacepede

Certificate of Title:

CT 5229/603

OWNER:

Marcel Launay
212 Goode Terrace
Nangwarry SA 5277

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

Heritage of the South East 1984

Old School Room
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OLD SCHOOL ROOM

KIN L 06

DESCRIPTION:
The Old Schoolroom is a very simple small single masonry room with a hipped cgi roof,
built right on the Cooke Street frontage, with a later extension in the form of a short wing
at the rear.

HISTORY:
The early history of this building is not entirely clear. A licensed school was built in 1863,
apparently on another site, but was destroyed in a storm and had to be rebuilt. There
was also apparently another government school site near the police station. At an
unknown date, a local board of trustees obtained funding from the Board of Education to
build a stone schoolroom, presumably this building. Marie Dunn describes it as "one of
the first in South Australia" to be funded in this way. (Dunn 1969, p. 83) It certainly
existed by 1867, when it was extended to house the first Institute library. It became
redundant when a government school was built in 1880, but remained in use as a
meeting room, Sunday School and chapel intermittently until the 1950s. It is now part of
a private home.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The Old Schoolroom gives some insight into the provision of early education in Kingston,
before the Education Act of 1875.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Marie Dunn, A Man's Reach, 1969, pp. 82-83
Caroline Tapfield, Fully Booked, 1992
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Kathleen White, Mystery Tour of Old Schools, 1997, p. 14
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ROYAL MAIL HOTEL

KIN L 07

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Royal Mail Hotel, 6-10 Hanson Street, Kingston

Land Description:

Parcel F 125325/1, Hundred of

Certificate of Title:

CT 5220/866

OWNER:

Nigel Pratt
c/- Hann Hotel Nominees
10 Hanson Street
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

Heritage of the South East, 1984

Royal Mail Hotel
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ROYAL MAIL HOTEL

KIN L 07

DESCRIPTION:
Two story stone masonry building with hipped roof and two storey verandahs on Hanson
Street frontage. The building has been rendered and modernised, and has a modern
drive-in bottle shop alongside.

HISTORY:
The Royal Mail Hotel was licensed in 1867, the year the Post Office opened. It was
Kingston's third hotel, but unlike the Kingston Arms and Ship Inn, both in Agnes Street on
the road into town, it was strategically sited close to the jetty, wool stores and main
government buildings, and later the railway station. The hotel is still trading today, one of
two in the town.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The Royal Mail has functioned as an important social venue in Kingston for 140 years,
and is an important landmark building in one of the town's historic precincts.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Bob Hoad, Hotels and Publicans, 1986, p. 531
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UNITING CHURCH AND MANSE

KIN L 08

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

17 Holland Street, Kingston

Land Description:

Parcel F 211654/868, Hundred of Lacepede

Certificate of Title:

CT 5697/887

OWNER:

Uniting Church in Australia Property Trust
33 Pirie Street
Adelaide SA 5000

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

Heritage of the South East 1984

Uniting Church and Former Manse
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UNITING CHURCH AND MANSE

KIN L 08

DESCRIPTION:
The church is a simple rectangular building in Gothic style, built of limestone rubble with
a gabled cgi roof, rendered and painted white. With the adjacent manse it makes a
prominent and attractive group on a major intersection.

HISTORY:
This is one of two surviving church buildings of the three original churches in Kingston
(one was destroyed due to the 1897 earthquake). The Wesleyan Methodist (now Uniting)
congregation spent several years raising money to build this church. The site was
donated by a beneficiary of George Kingston, a co-founder of the town. In 1887 the
tender of contractor W. Blight of Naracoorte was accepted for a stone building of 36 by
25 feet with a porch. The Wesleyan Methodist Church was completed in 1887, Queen
Victoria’s jubilee. A storm unroofed the new building and delayed its opening, but the
church was consecrated on 18 December 1887. Local builder J.J. Jarman played a
leading role as a founder of the church, designer, donor of the organ, circuit steward and
handyman who made numerous later improvements. The church suffered some damage
in the earthquake, and wall support rods were installed. Edward Goode donated money
to build the adjacent Memorial Manse, which was completed and occupied in 1924. The
Sunday School Hall was built in 1954, replacing an earlier hall dating from 1927.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An attractive building group which has played an important part in Kingston's religious
and community life.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Jessie Banks, Kingston Flashbacks, I, p. 31
Kingston Heritage Advisory Committee, file notes, 2005
Frank Kneebone, From a Mustard Seed, 1987, pp. 8-20, 32, 34-37
Naracoorte Herald 20 June 1977
Information from Pauline Johnston and Neale Lisk
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RAOB HALL

KIN L 09

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

12 Macfarlane Street, Kingston

Land Description:

Parcel F 122482/1, Hundred of Lacepede

Certificate of Title:

CT 5214/657

OWNER:

Brenda Croker
PO Box 292
Kingston SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

Heritage of the South East 1984

Former RAOB Hall
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RAOB HALL

KIN L 09

DESCRIPTION:
Small and simple symmetrical rendered masonry building with a hipped cgi roof. Its
entrance porch raised on a stepped plinth with arched doorway give it the formal air of a
tiny Classical temple.

HISTORY:
This small stone hall illustrates the early development of Kingston’s social organisations.
It was built as a Rechabite Hall Temperance Lodge, although the date is uncertain. The
Temperance movement was very strong in South Australia from the mid nineteenth
century; the tearooms in Agnes Street were another branch of the movement. The
building later became the Royal Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes (RAOB) Hall, and for a
time was the Salvation Army citadel. Many different community groups have met and
held functions in the hall, including the Kingston School’s welfare club, which was formed
in 1934 to raise money for the hall.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The former RAOB Hall is a reminder of the role of community organisations which have
now vanished, especially the strength of the nineteenth century temperance movement.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Kingston Heritage Advisory Committee, file notes, 2005
Marie Dunn, A Man's Reach, 1969
Hensel & Golding, Interesting Walks around Kingston SE, 1998
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OLD INSTITUTE

KIN L 10

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

51 Agnes Street, Kingston

Land Description:

Parcel F 205220/884, Hundred of Lacepede

Certificate of Title:

CT 5708/539

OWNER:

Kingston District Council
PO Box 321
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

Heritage of the South East, 1984
STOIC, 2002

Old Institute Building
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OLD INSTITUTE

KIN L 10

DESCRIPTION:
When the survey commenced, the Old Institute was a simple hall of stone rubble
masonry with a longitudinal gabled cgi roof, standing at the rear of the newer District Hall
(1938). It had a small timber porch at the front (north) and a stone skillion extension
added at the rear. Its most unusual feature was its windows, which were a row of four
small arched openings high up along each side, like the windows of a masonic temple,
which was one of its early functions. The Masonic Temple at Port Wakefield has similar
windows.
The building has now been demolished.

HISTORY:
An Institute Committee was formed in 1867 and for the next six years a library and
reading room operated in the old schoolroom. The committee raised funds for their own
building by donations, entertainments and a government subsidy of £300, and the land
was donated by George Kingston and the Cooke brothers. The foundation stone of the
new Lacepede Bay Institute was laid on 1 July 1873, in front of a crowd of 200 people.
They were entertained by the local Christy Minstrels, who were said to have achieved a
"marked improvement" since their previous performance. The building contractors were
Barber and Howell, and the building was opened four months later on 10 November. The
Institute was Kingston's principal venue for entertainment and meetings for the next 65
years, and was fitted with a projection box in 1923. Fifteen years later most of its
functions were taken over by the new District Hall. The building remained in intermittent
use, its last tenant the Anglican Church Opportunity Shop until 2001. The building's
future was controversial for many years, and it was demolished on 19 September 2008.

REFERENCES:
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
South-East Coastal Leader 24 September 2008
Marie Dunn, A Man's Reach, 1969, pp. 81-82
Observer, 12 July & 15 November 1873
STOIC, Future of the Institute Hall, 2002
Caroline Tapfield, Fully Booked, 1992
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CROWN INN

KIN L 11

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

31 Agnes Street, Kingston

Land Description:

Parcel F 103295/7, Hundred of LACEPEDE

Certificate of Title:

CT 5130/885

OWNER:

Port Caroline Investments Pty Ltd
c/- Crown Inn Hotel
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

Heritage of the South East 1984

Crown Inn
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CROWN INN

KIN L 11

DESCRIPTION:
Large two story stone masonry building dominating the intersection of Agnes and Charles
streets Has a hipped cgi roof and two storey verandahs on Agnes Street frontage. The
building has been rendered and modernised, with modern extensions to the rear, but
retains some significant interior details, such as a magnificent large set of double doors
with panes of faceted glass.

HISTORY:
The hotel was licensed with the name Ship Inn in 1862 as Kingston's second hotel,
nearly opposite the Kingston Arms on the road into town. It changed its name to the
Crown Inn in 1880, perhaps after a couple of years' hiatus in trading (Hoad has no entry
for it under either name in 1878-79). The hotel is still trading today, one of two in the
town.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The Crown has functioned as an important social venue in Kingston for 145 years, and is
an important landmark building in one of the town's historic precincts.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Bob Hoad, Hotels and Publicans, 1986, pp. 145-146, 553
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OLD COUNCIL OFFICE

KIN L 12

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

James Street, Kingston

Land Description:

Parcel F 3508/3, Hundred of Lacepede

Certificate of Title:

CT 5402/656

OWNER:

Kingston District Council
PO Box 321
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

Heritage of the South East 1984

Old Kingston DC Council Office
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OLD COUNCIL OFFICE

KIN L 12

DESCRIPTION:
Small and simple symmetrical building in fine quality stone masonry with a hipped cgi
roof. Its form is not unlike the RAOB Hall, but more sophisticated in detail, with semicircular arched openings to windows and the doorway in the entrance porch.

HISTORY:
This was Kingston’s first District Council office. With the rise of farming in the district,
Lacepede Bay residents believed that the Albert District Roads Board was neglecting
them. James Cooke, co-founder of the town, petitioned for a council in 1872. The District
Council of Lacepede was proclaimed in 1873, and the Institute was built in the same
year. Robert Redman was the first Chairman and Benjamin Morris was the first District
Clerk. The District Council office was built in 1885, during the Chairmanship of the town’s
leading contractor, John Jarman, who had the contract for building several council offices
and other buildings in the South-East. He was a councillor for 18 years, and Chairman in
1880-86 and again in 1891-92. With the rapid expansion of the rural industry after the
1950s, the District Council also underwent a great expansion of activities, and the old
office became inadequate. A new Council office was opened in 1978 at right angles to
the original building, facing Holland Street, and the Senior Citizen’s Club occupied the old
building for some years. It is now used to store Council records.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The building is an important reminder of the beginnings of local government in the
district.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Jessie Banks, Kingston Flashbacks, 2, pp 5, 21, 22-23.
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Marie Dunn, Man’s Reach, pp. 86, 87, 90, 101.
Observer 25 April 1885, p. 35c (re proposed council chamber in Kingston)
SE Kingston Leader 8 March 1978; 6 February 1980
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LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Cottages, 9 & 11 East Terrace, Kingston

Land Description:

Parcel T 430702/197 & 198, Hundred of Lacepede

Certificates of Title:

CT 5150/156 & 5792/741

OWNERS:

David Mark Woodward
11 Adelaide Road
Kingston SE SA 5275

G.S. & P.J. Gray
30 Crawford Crescent
Mannum SA 5238

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

Heritage of the South East 1984

Cottages, Princes Highway, Rosetown
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COTTAGES (ROSETOWN)

KIN L 13

DESCRIPTION:
There are two adjacent cottages, one small and one large, forming a conspicuous
landmark on the Princes Highway past Kingston. Both are small informal structures built
of stone rubble with gabled cgi roofs. The larger cottage has been extended in recent
decades. (Note that the names East Terrace, Adelaide Road and Princes Highway are
all in use for this stretch of road.)

HISTORY:
Early settlers at Kingston included William and Mary Barnett, who married in Adelaide in
1856, and whose second child Mary was born in 1868 at Kingston, in the larger cottage.
This small stone house was built by them when they came to live at Kingston, and so
dates from before 1868. The surrounding area was surveyed as Rosetown in 1877. Many
other working families lived in Rosetown, including many Aboriginal people. In recent
years the cottage was owned by an Aboriginal resident, Janet Watson, who was a
shearer’s cook and who died in 1992. The extension to the larger cottage dates from
about 1954.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
These cottages are reminders of the very early urban development of Kingston and its
satellite Rosetown.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
R.M. Taylor, Some Pioneers of Kingston, 2003
Verbal information, Kathleen White and Karen Cameron
Kingston Heritage Advisory Committee, file notes, 2005
Hensel & Golding, Interesting Walks around Kingston SE, 1998

196

Peter Bell & Susan Marsden 2008

Kingston Heritage Survey

STATIONMASTERS HOUSE (FORMER)

KIN L 14

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

33 James Street, Kingston

Land Description:

Parcel F 205240/94, Hundred of Lacepede

Certificate of Title:

CT 5686/602

OWNER:

Terence Rowntree
36 Holland Street
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

Heritage of the South East 1984

Former Stationmasters House
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STATIONMASTERS HOUSE (FORMER)

KIN L 14

DESCRIPTION:
Symmetrical stone masonry cottage with a transverse gabled cgi roof, situated on what
was once the railway reserve, immediately alongside the track of the NaracoorteKingston railway.

HISTORY:
The opening of the Kingston-Naracoorte railway in 1876 was one of the most important
events in Kingston's history, creating its role as the port for the upper South-East, and
contributing to growth and development in the town. The railway operated for 111 years,
converted to broad gauge in 1959, and closing in 1987. When the railway converted to
broad gauge, the terminus was shifted to the east side of town, and the old railway
reserve was abandoned. In the next two decades, the station, goods shed and other
railway infrastructure were demolished, leaving the large open space of Lions Park.
From this important historical complex, only the Stationmasters' House and two other
cottages survive.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The Stationmasters House is the most substantial surviving relic of the NaracoorteKingston railway, once the economic mainstay of the district.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents

REFERENCES:
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Marie Dunn, A Man's Reach, 1969
Hensel & Golding, Interesting Walks around Kingston SE, 1998
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DOCTOR'S HOUSE (FORMER)

KIN L 15

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

30 Cooke Street, Kingston

Land Description:

Parcel F 10769/1, Hundred of Lacepede

Certificate of Title:

CT 5492/218

OWNER:

Grantley Doyle
30 Cooke Street
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

n/a

Former Doctors House
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DOCTOR'S HOUSE (FORMER)

KIN L 15

DESCRIPTION:
Simple Mount Gambier stone masonry house with a gabled cgi roof parallel with street.
A front room projecting at one side with a separate entrance is clearly designed as a
consulting room.

HISTORY:
Until the 1920s Kingston relied on weekly visits from a Naracoorte doctor. In 1923 the
District Council of Lacepede agreed to build a doctor's residence on donated land in
Cooke Street. After simplifying the design to keep costs down, Council negotiated a
tender for £1,300. Ten local men formed the "Doctors Residence Shareholders" (later
Trustees) and each donated £50 toward the cost of a six-roomed stone house. The rest
was raised by public subscription. Dr Stegmann, who was then living in Kingston, and
was Health Officer, advised on the size and appointments of the house. The surgery was
located at the front of the house with its own entrance. The house was completed by
February 1925. Kingston’s doctors continued to live in the ‘Doctor’s House’, including
(after Stegmann), Dr Berkeley Muecke, then Dr Reilly, and through the 1930s Dr Walter
(Wally) Marsden, followed by Dr Joy Seagar in the 1940s, who inspired the community to
establish a temporary hospital and then a permanent district hospital in 1949.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The Doctor's House is important as a reminder of the community's efforts to establish and
retain a qualified medical practice.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents

REFERENCES:
Jessie Banks, Kingston Flashbacks, I, pp 14-16
District Council of Lacepede Minutes, 15 May 1923, 10 November 1923, 8 December
1923, 15 December 1923, 19 January 1924, 24 May 1924, 14 June 1924, 2 February
1925 & 28 February 1925.
Verbal information from Kathleen White
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DISTRICT HALL
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LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

51 Agnes Street, Kingston

Land Description:

Parcel F 205220/884, Hundred of Lacepede

Certificate of Title:

CT 5708/539

OWNER:

Kingston District Council
PO Box 321
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

n/a

Kingston District Hall
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DISTRICT HALL

KIN L 16

DESCRIPTION:
The hall is a large Mount Gambier stone building with a hipped cgi roof. A symmetrical
Inter-War Modern facade with Art Deco ornament faces Agnes Street, with later
extensions to one side and the rear. It is a prominent building alongside an open space
which was formerly the railway reserve.

HISTORY:
For 65 years from 1873 the Old Institute served the Kingston community as library,
meeting hall and later cinema. By the 1930s it had become too small and outdated, and
the Committee began raising money for a new hall. The foundation stone was laid on 18
December 1937. The building contractors were Poole and Biber, and the new Institute
was opened on 8 June 1938, during a week of Back to Kingston celebrations. The
District Council took over running the Institute in 1966, from which time it has been
known as the District Hall. The hall was enlarged and thronged for events celebrating the
centenary of local government in 1973. The additions were opened by Deputy Premier
J.D. Corcoran on 6 April 1973. More than 450 people attended the centennial ball, the
largest number in Kingston’s history; and it was also ‘filled to capacity’ for a combined
thanksgiving service. The library remained in the hall until 1984.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The District Hall is of importance as a notable local modernist building, and an important
community institution and meeting place since the 1930s.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES
Invitation (owned by Mrs P Johnston)
Kingston Weekly 13 April 1973
Caroline Tapfield, Fully Booked, 1992
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SOLDIERS MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

KIN L 17

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

56 Young Street, Kingston

Land Description:

Parcel F 211312?A 526, Hundred of Lacepede

Certificate of Title:

CT 5612/889

OWNER:

Kingston Soldiers Memorial Hospital Inc
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

n/a

Memorial Hospital
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SOLDIERS MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

KIN L 17

DESCRIPTION:
The 1949 hospital is a spreading symmetrical limestone masonry building with broad
verandahs and hipped terra cotta tiled roof. It overlooks a large landscaped open space
off Young Street. There are also modern extensions, but they do not obscure the original
building.

HISTORY:
This was Kingston’s first purpose-built hospital, and represented a major achievement for
the town after many years of temporary hospitals in private homes. The town’s energetic
resident doctor, Dr Joy Seagar, had encouraged setting up a temporary cottage hospital
and encouraged fund raising over several years. Women played a major role as fund
raisers, then and later, particularly through the Hospital Auxiliary. Council Chairman T.J.
Goode donated the land, laid the foundation stone in 1946, and became President of the
Board 1947. Mrs F. Mitchell became first President of the Auxiliary. N.C Wehrmuller of
Robe built the stone hospital for about £9,000. It opened on 2 April 1949. There were 10
beds including a much-needed midwifery ward. It was a private hospital until 1955 when
it gained status as a government-subsidised public hospital. New nurses’ quarters were
added in 1956, and opened by Premier Sir Thomas Playford. Other additions for casualty
were started in 1960. and a complete new hospital wing was opened in 1970. The twostorey brick building contained an eight-bed maternity ward, a new matron’s flat,
operating theatre and kitchen. A new hospital was built in 1979. The old hospital was
retained in use and converted into Kingston’s Health Centre in 1986.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The Kingston Hospital is an important community facility reflecting the transition to the
modern era.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a) it displays historical, economic or social themes of importance to the local area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Jessie Banks, Kingston Flashbacks, 1 1970, pp. 13-19
SE Kingston Leader 19 March 1970; 8 August 1979; 19 September 1979
Kathleen White, History of the Kingston Soldiers Memorial Hospital 1949-1999, 2000
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FORMER TEAROOMS

KIN L 18

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

11-15 Agnes Street, Kingston

Land Description:

Parcel D 63224/12, Hundred of Lacepede

Certificate of Title:

CT 5916/558

OWNER:

Spring Meadows Pty Ltd
21 Marine Parade
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

n/a

Former Tearooms

Peter Bell & Susan Marsden 2008

205

Kingston Heritage Survey

FORMER TEAROOMS

KIN L 18

DESCRIPTION:
Stone masonry building in the form of a corner store with chamfered corner (now Mac's
Takeaway) with hipped cgi roof and verandah on both street frontages. Has been
rendered and modernised, losing some historic details.

HISTORY:
The Kingston Arms Hotel in Agnes Street was licensed in 1859, only a year after
Kingston was founded. In the nineteenth century, an active temperance movement
discouraged the consumption of alcohol, and the adjacent tearooms were established
beside the hotel a few years later to supply a temperate alternative. The building has
functioned as some form of retail store, eating house or cafe ever since.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The former Tearooms provide an insight into community attitudes in the nineteenth
century. The site of the building adjacent to the former Kingston Arms hotel is particularly
significant.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Bob Hoad, Hotels and Publicans, 1986, p. 326
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COTTAGE (ROSETOWN)

KIN L 19

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Cottage, 19 Dowdy Street, Kingston

Land Description:

Parcel T 430702/185, Hundred of Lacepede

Certificate of Title:

CT 5518/105

OWNER:

Graham Menteith & another
19 Dowdy Street
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

n/a

Cottages, 19 Dowdy Street, Rosetown
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COTTAGE (ROSETOWN)

KIN L 19

DESCRIPTION:
Symmetrical cottage with walls of rubble stone masonry, gabled cgi roof and bullnose
front verandah. A more formal and better-preserved building than the majority of
Rosetown houses.

HISTORY:
This stone cottage marks the ‘main street’ of Rosetown, which was surveyed by the
South Australian government as an extension to Kingston, on the northern side of Maria
Creek in 1877. This cottage was built about 1890 originally as a four-roomed house, and
is larger and better-appointed than most of the other cottages built in Rosetown. Later
extensions and additions to the house included an art deco ceiling rose in the front sitting
room.
Rosetown residents, who were mainly workers, including bullock teamsters and many
Aboriginal people, made an important contribution to the economy of Kingston. This was
the case with Edmund (Ned) Barber, who owned and lived in this cottage through the
1930s and 1940s, who had been a lighthouse keeper, and was an experienced builder
and handyman.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The cottage is a good surviving representative of the houses which made up the working
class suburb of Rosetown.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents

REFERENCES:
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Marie Dunn, A Man’s Reach, 1969
Verbal information, Karen Cameron, Brenda Hensel and Graham Menteith, 2006
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LIGHTKEEPERS' COTTAGE 1

KIN L 20

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

15 Marine Parade, Kingston

Land Description:

Parcel D 24004/100, Hundred of Lacepede

Certificate of Title:

CT 5437/462

OWNER:

Malcolm & Jennifer Vaughan
c/- Post Office
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

n/a

Lightkeepers' Cottage 1
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LIGHTKEEPERS' COTTAGE 1

KIN L 20

DESCRIPTION:
The three former lightkeepers' cottages are nearly identical houses, timber-framed and
weatherboarded, with hipped cgi roofs and multiple brick chimneys. Lined up on the
foreshore and still painted white, they retain the well-kept and professional air that is
associated with the lighthouse service.

HISTORY:
With the opening of the Cape Jaffa lighthouse in 1872, three lightkeepers and their
families were housed in attached stone cottages on the windswept tip of Cape Jaffa. The
remote location was necessary so that the off-duty staff were within signalling range of
the light in case of emergency. By 1937 the advent of radio meant that the shore station
no longer had to be within sight of the lighthouse, and the stone cottages isolated on
Cape Jaffa were replaced by three freestanding lightkeepers' residences in a far more
comfortable location on Marine Parade in the town of Kingston. The lighthouse ceased
operation in 1973, and the cottages are now in private ownership.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The three former lightkeepers' cottages are attractive reminders of Kingston's maritime
past, and the importance of the lighthouse service to the shipping industry and the early
community.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Brenda Hensel & Jennie Golding, Interesting Walks around Kingston SE, 1998
Verne McLaren, Cape Jaffa Lighthouse Story, 1977
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LIGHTKEEPERS' COTTAGE 2

KIN L 20

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

16 Marine Parade, Kingston

Land Description:

Parcel D 24004/101, Hundred of Lacepede

Certificate of Title:

CT 5437/617

OWNER:

Splendiferous Pty Ltd
c/- 54 Hughes Street
Unley SA 5061

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

n/a

Lightkeepers' Cottage 2
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LIGHTKEEPERS' COTTAGE 2

KIN L 20

DESCRIPTION:
The three former lightkeepers' cottages are nearly identical houses, timber-framed and
weatherboarded, with hipped cgi roofs and multiple brick chimneys. Lined up on the
foreshore and still painted white, they retain the well-kept and professional air that is
associated with the lighthouse service.

HISTORY:
With the opening of the Cape Jaffa lighthouse in 1872, three lightkeepers and their
families were housed in attached stone cottages on the windswept tip of Cape Jaffa. The
remote location was necessary so that the off-duty staff were within signalling range of
the light in case of emergency. By 1937 the advent of radio meant that the shore station
no longer had to be within sight of the lighthouse, and the stone cottages isolated on
Cape Jaffa were replaced by three freestanding lightkeepers' residences in a far more
comfortable location on Marine Parade in the town of Kingston. The lighthouse ceased
operation in 1973, and the cottages are now in private ownership.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The three former lightkeepers' cottages are attractive reminders of Kingston's maritime
past, and the importance of the lighthouse service to the shipping industry and the early
community.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Brenda Hensel & Jennie Golding, Interesting Walks around Kingston SE, 1998
Verne McLaren, Cape Jaffa Lighthouse Story, 1977
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LIGHTKEEPERS' COTTAGE 3

KIN L 20

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

17 Marine Parade, Kingston

Land Description:

Parcel D 24004/102, Hundred of Lacepede

Certificate of Title:

CT 5064/387

OWNER:

Bruce & Alison Stillwell
17 Marine Parade
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

n/a

Lightkeepers' Cottage 3
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LIGHTKEEPERS' COTTAGE 3

KIN L 20

DESCRIPTION:
The three former lightkeepers' cottages are nearly identical houses, timber-framed and
weatherboarded, with hipped cgi roofs and multiple brick chimneys. Lined up on the
foreshore and still painted white, they retain the well-kept and professional air that is
associated with the lighthouse service.

HISTORY:
With the opening of the Cape Jaffa lighthouse in 1872, three lightkeepers and their
families were housed in attached stone cottages on the windswept tip of Cape Jaffa. The
remote location was necessary so that the off-duty staff were within signalling range of
the light in case of emergency. By 1937 the advent of radio meant that the shore station
no longer had to be within sight of the lighthouse, and the stone cottages isolated on
Cape Jaffa were replaced by three freestanding lightkeepers' residences in a far more
comfortable location on Marine Parade in the town of Kingston. The lighthouse ceased
operation in 1973, and the cottages are now in private ownership.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The three former lightkeepers' cottages are attractive reminders of Kingston's maritime
past, and the importance of the lighthouse service to the shipping industry and the early
community.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Brenda Hensel & Jennie Golding, Interesting Walks around Kingston SE, 1998
Verne McLaren, Cape Jaffa Lighthouse Story, 1977
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SOLDIERS MEMORIAL & RAILWAY RESERVE

KIN L 21

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

James Street, Kingston

Land Description:

Parcel F 205234/898, Hundred of Lacepede

Certificate of Title:

CT 5709/302

OWNER:

Kingston District Council
PO Box 321
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

n/a

War Memorial
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SOLDIERS MEMORIAL & RAILWAY RESERVE

KIN L 21

DESCRIPTION:
The Soldiers Memorial is a marble statue of a digger resting on arms reversed atop a
grey granite plinth inscribed with the names of local people who served in both world
wars. The statue's rifle is missing. The memorial stands on a paved area in a park with
a flagpole and conifer plantings. The strip of land adjoining the Soldiers Memorial is part
of the Railway Reserve which ran through the town.

HISTORY:
Like most Australian communities, Kingston erected a soldiers memorial to those who
served in the First World War. A branch of the RSL was formed in Kingston in February
1920, and one of its first acts was to raise money for a war memorial. The marble statue
and plinth were bought from Melbourne stonemasons Corben & Sons for £315, and the
Kingston Soldiers Memorial was officially unveiled on 30 October 1920 on land donated
by the District Council. A photograph of the ceremony shows a large proportion of the
town gathered under bunting, with the Union Jack prominently displayed, and an honour
guard of returned soldiers in uniform. The names of Second World War veterans were
subsequently added to the memorial.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Kingston Soldiers Memorial is of heritage value as a monument to the impact of the First
and Second World Wars on the local community.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Chronicle 4 December 1920
Don Connell, We Remember Them, 1985
Kath White collection
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CHARLES STREET BRIDGE

KIN L 22

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Maria Creek, Kingston

Land Description:

Parcel H 430700/581, Hundred of Lacepede

Certificate of Title:

CT 5623/718

OWNER:

Kingston District Council
PO Box 321
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

n/a

Charles Street Bridge
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CHARLES STREET BRIDGE

KIN L 22

DESCRIPTION:
Under the new footbridge linking Charles Street to Rosetown across Maria Creek can be
seen the iron screw piles of the old road bridge along the same alignment.

HISTORY:
The bridge across Maria Creek was built by the government in 1863 to link the new
settlement of Kingston growing up at the jetty with Rosetown on the north side of the
creek. It was also intended to bring traffic travelling along the Coorong road into town,
rather than staying east to bypass the swampy ground. The bridge replaced, or
supplemented, an earlier privately-built wooden bridge which was too light to take
wagons safely. The new bridge was sometimes known as the Dudley bridge. The bridge
was demolished about the 1950s, but removing the screw piles was unexpectedly difficult
so they were left in position. The modern footbridge was built by Council in 2002,
incorporating some of the old piles.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The bridge remains make an important statement about early transport patterns in
Kingston. The bridge also helps to explain the layout of the town. As Kathleen White
said, old bridges "not only link towns and land but are a substantial link between Past,
Present and Future." (White 1988, p. 8)

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Brenda Hensel & Jennie Golding, Interesting Walks around Kingston SE, 1998
Kathleen White, Collection of Stories Connected to the Maria Creek Bridges, 1988
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ABORIGINAL BURIAL GROUND

KIN L 23

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Reserve, north of Maria Creek, Kingston

Land Description:

Parcel H430700/S485, Hundred of Lacepede

Certificate of Title:

CR 5688/635

OWNER:

Minister for Environment & Conservation
PO Box 1047
Adelaide SA 5001

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

n/a

Monument, Aboriginal Burial Ground
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ABORIGINAL BURIAL GROUND

KIN L 23

DESCRIPTION:
The former Burial Ground is an area with some native scrub, grassed areas and recent
tree plantings, actively under development on the north side of Maria Creek, near the
western end of Rosetown. There is a monument to Ian Steed, erected in 1998.

HISTORY:
In the vicinity was a traditional burial ground associated with camping areas around the
mouth of Maria Creek. This remained a camping area for Indigenous people for decades
after the European settlement of Kingston, and burials probably continued until some
time in the early twentieth century. With improvements both to the waterway and the
surroundings of Maria Creek commencing in the 1980s, this area has been recognised
as a traditional burial ground and developed with respect.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
This is a traditional burial ground, of great significance to the Indigenous people of the
region.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents

REFERENCES:
Vivienne Wood, South East Recording Project, 1995, p. 36
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KINGSTON JETTY

KIN L 24

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Lots 173 & Pt Sec 477, Marine Parade, Kingston

Land Description:

Parcel D49717/173, Hundred of Lacepede

Certificate of Title:

CT 5819/612 & 5679/558

OWNER:

Minister for Transport
PO Box 1
Walkerville SA 5081

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

n/a

Kingston Jetty
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KINGSTON JETTY

KIN L 24

DESCRIPTION:
The Kingston Jetty is a timber and steel structure 411m long at right angles to the shore,
with a wider section at its outer end. Its tram rails and gantry have been removed in
recent years.

HISTORY:
As the economic focus of the Lacepede Bay region, the Kingston jetty has had a long
and complicated history. The first private jetty built by the Cooke brothers was finished
about 1863. When the railway was built, it was replaced by a sturdier and longer jetty to
take railway wagons, begun by 1881 and finished about 1884. For years Kingston had
two jetties. As trade in the port declined, the fishing fleet became the main user of the
jetty. The jetty was damaged by storms in 1928, 1938 and several times in the 1950s
and has been extensively rebuilt and repaired. A lighthouse which stood at its outer end
was destroyed in one of the storms. In 1967 the entire outer end of the jetty was
demolished.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
In the nineteenth century, the Kingston Jetty was the town's entire reason for existence.
It has heritage value as the former focus of maritime trade and later the fishing industry of
the Lacepede Bay district.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Neville Collins, Jetties of South Australia, 2005, pp. 199-200
Department of Marine & Harbors, Outport Data, 1964
Kathleen White, History of the Kingston Jetty, 1995
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SCULPTURE PARK & SUNDIAL

KIN L 25

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

East Terrace, Kingston

Land Description:

Parcel H 430700/489, Hundred of Lacepede

Certificate of Title:

CT 5623/718

OWNER:

Kingston District Council
PO Box 321
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

n/a

Sundial of Human Involvement
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SCULPTURE PARK & SUNDIAL

KIN L 25

DESCRIPTION:

Sculpture Park centres on an engineered basin and artificial island in Maria Creek,
just off the highway. The park features a number of sculptures depicting marine
animals, fish and crustaceans, by Silvio Apponyi. The Sundial of Human Involvement
is an analemmatic sundial, in which the human observer casts the shadow which
shows the time.
HISTORY:
Civic amenity has been a high priority for the Kingston community for decades, with such
projects as the formation of Apex Park in the 1980s, the rehabilitation of Maria Creek in
1990-1991, followed by the development of Wirrildir Park and Marine Parade, and in the
1990s the Sculpture Park and Sundial of Human Involvement. Places along Maria Creek
were linked by a walking trail in 1998, and the creek was spanned by a footbridge in
2002.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The Sculpture Park and Sundial are important in demonstrating the Kingston
community's pride in their environment and cultural development. They are part of a long
tradition of shaping Maria Creek, which goes back to the nineteenth century.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Brenda Hensel & Jennie Golding, Interesting Walks around Kingston SE, 1998
Sundial of Human Involvement, Kingston DC leaflet, n.d.
Kathleen White, Collection of Stories Connected to the Maria Creek Bridges, 1988
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POWERHOUSE ENGINE

KIN L 26

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Lions Park, Hanson Street, Kingston

Land Description:

Parcel H 430700/S 496, Hundred of Lacepede

Certificate of Title:

CR 5338/556

OWNER:

Kingston District Council
PO Box 321
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

n/a

Old Powerhouse Memorial
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POWERHOUSE ENGINE

KIN L 26

DESCRIPTION:
The oil engine that drove the former Kingston powerhouse is preserved in running order
in a small brick and glass building in Lions Park beside Hanson Street.

HISTORY:
In 1947, the Lacepede Electricity Supply Company built a powerhouse to provide
Kingston with a municipal electricity supply. Power was provided by a 62kva alternator
driven by an 80hp twin cylinder Ruston Hornsby oil engine imported from England.
Operated by the Backler family, it was housed in Cooke Street in a building which still
partly stands. The engine powered Kingston's lights until 1974, logging over 100,000
hours of service until it was superseded when Kingston was placed on the ETSA
distribution grid. There was community interest in retaining the obsolete oil engine, and it
sat in the old powerhouse until 1988, when Australian Bicentennial Authority funding
became available to house it more satisfactorily. The engine with its flywheel and
crankshaft was reconditioned, and housed in the purpose built building which was
opened in September 1988.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The engine is a reminder of the community's initiative in providing its own services before
utilities were supplied by the State.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Brenda Hensel & Jennie Golding, Interesting Walks around Kingston SE, 1998
Interpretation signs on site
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LEN LAMPIT RESERVE

KIN L 27

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Marine Parade, Kingston

Land Description:

Coast Reserve

Certificate of Title:

-

OWNER:

Kingston District Council
PO Box 312
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

n/a

Gateway, Len Lampit Reserve
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LEN LAMPIT RESERVE

KIN L 27

DESCRIPTION:
The reserve is an area of the Kingston foreshore which has been beautified and is
maintained by Council in honour of Len Lampit. The most conspicuous structure is a
large granite gateway opposite the end of Hanson Street.

HISTORY:
The open grassed area named in honour of Len Lampit forms the most prominent part of
Kingston’s foreshore redevelopment fronting Marine Parade. A plaque on the gateway
reads: "In recognition of the outstanding and sustained contribution of Robert Leonard
(Len) Lampit to the Kingston and Lacepede community, particularly the seaweed removal
project, Maria Creek upgrading and establishment of the Kingston airfield." The Reserve
also reflects the impact of the water reticulation scheme introduced by E&WS (the State’s
Engineering and Water Supply Department), helped by artesian bores, which improved
gardens and brought the establishment of several parks and tree planting. The Reserve
was officially opened in 1991.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The Reserve is a memorial to a prominent individual who played an important part in the
many projects to modernise Kingston and improve its amenity in recent decades.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
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TREES OF TRIBUTE

KIN L 28

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Marine Parade, Kingston

Land Description:

Coast Reserve

Certificate of Title:

-

OWNER:

Kingston District Council
PO Box 312
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

n/a

Trees of Tribute
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TREES OF TRIBUTE

KIN L 28

DESCRIPTION:
Five Norfolk Island pine trees (Araucaria heterophylla) planted in a row along Marine
Parade, in line with the end of Hanson Street. These trees are visibly larger than the
many others planted in the vicinity.

HISTORY:
The trees were planted by resolution of Lacepede District Council at its meeting of July
1940, that "Norfolk Island pines be planted along the Parade as Trees of Tribute". The
minutes do not make clear exactly what tribute Council had in mind, but it seems certain
that the gesture was intended to acknowledge those who had volunteered for the armed
forces. Other rural communities such as Cleve and Kimba were doing the same thing at
the time. After ten months of mostly uneventful war, Australia had recently commenced
hostilities against Italy in the Mediterranean, compulsory military training for home service
had just been introduced, and Council had established a Kingston Recruiting Committee
the previous month. These were by no means the first Norfolk Island pines planted in
Kingston - a photo of the dedication of the War Memorial in 1920 shows a healthy Norfolk
pine in the background.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The trees are of heritage value as a reminder of the wartime service of Kingston
volunteers, and the community's respect for their actions.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)
(f)
(g)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
it is a notable landmark in the area
in the case of a tree - it is of special historical or social significance or importance
within the local area.

REFERENCES:
Lacepede District Council Minutes 27 July 1940
Chronicle 4 December 1920
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BUTCHER GAP DRAIN OUTLET

KIN L 29

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Government Road, Sandy Grove
(adjacent to Butcher Gap Conservation Park)

Land Description:

Parcel D36826/A2, Hundred of Lacepede

Certificate of Title:

CR 5621/708

OWNER:

Minister for Environment & Conservation
GPO Box 1047
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

n/a

Butcher Gap Drain Outlet
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BUTCHER GAP DRAIN OUTLET

KIN L 29

DESCRIPTION:
The outlet is a large steel pipe which cuts through the dunes behind the beach, allowing
an inland lagoon to drain to the sea. The dunes are retained on both sides by timber
retaining walls.

HISTORY:
Butcher Gap is the outlet of the Wongolina drain, which drains the area between Mount
Benson and Kingston. The drain was first proposed in the nineteenth century, but
government funding was never forthcoming. Work was finally pushed ahead after the
Second World War, and the project was finished in the 1960s.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The outlet represents the effort that has been put into drainage works in the Kingston
district in the past 150 years, and the part these have played in expanding the land
available for agriculture.

RELEVANT CRITERION:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area.

REFERENCES:
Carol Fort, "Reading Social Organisation", 2005
Malcolm Turner & Derek Carter, Down the Drain, 1989
Michael Williams, Making of the South Australian Landscape, 1974
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ASHMORE WOOLSHED

KIN L 30

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Princes Highway, Reedy Creek

Land Description:

Parcel H 430700/36, Hundred of Lacepede

Certificate of Title:

CT 121/139

OWNER:

A.J. & P.A. McBride Pty Ltd
21 Franklin Street
Adelaide SA 5000

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

Heritage of the South East 1984

Ashmore Woolshed
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ASHMORE WOOLSHED

KIN L 30

DESCRIPTION:
Long building conspicuous in its flat setting, rectangular in plan, with rubble masonry
walls and cgi gabled roof. Arched door on east elevation, and roof extends sideways
over sheep pens. Cylindrical ventilators at the roof ridge.

HISTORY:
Ashmore was established by Andrew Hutchison, son of William, in the late 1880s when
legislation allowed pastoralists to build-up family estates by putting forward their sons as
selectors. The financial ruin of Hutchison and Dunn in the depression of 1893 forced its
sale to John Francis and Tom Ryder, who were building their own empire.
The woolshed was built in 1910 –1912 from local stone, and designed from the outset for
machine shearing. It was erected by members of the Boddington family.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Ashmore Woolshed is a conspicuous example of the industrial buildings of the wool
industry which dominated the economy of the Kingston district.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)
(f)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Kingston Heritage Advisory Committee, file notes, 2005
Marie Dunn, A Man's Reach, 1969
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OLD KERCOONDA HOMESTEAD RUINS

KIN L 31

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Litigation Lane, Tilleys Swamp SA 5275

Land Description:

Parcel H 411200/S 4, Hundred of Neville

Certificate of Title:

CT 5351/549

OWNER:

Caparra Pty Ltd
PO Box 554
Prospect East SA 5082

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

Heritage of the South East 1984

Old Kercoonda Cookhouse
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OLD KERCOONDA HOMESTEAD RUINS

KIN L 31

DESCRIPTION:
The principal surviving historic elements at Old Kercoonda are the early stone T-plan
woolshed and a nearby cottage, both much altered in the 1950s.

HISTORY:
This cottage appears to date from the early years of Kercoonda, originally called Scrubby
Swamp Station, or Kerkunda. This was one of the early runs established in the Lacepede
district. Kercoonda, like other early homesteads, Tilleys Swamp and Blackford, was also
an accommodation house, being located on the overland travellers’ route on the first hard
ground inland from the coast. The homestead, built by Kingston stone mason, Charlie
Dover, around 1880, was probably of later date than this surviving cottage. The wool
shed was probably built around the same time as the later homestead. It was a large 12
stand shed built in a T-shape. Kercoonda was the first station property bought by John
Gall when he started sheep farming on his own account in 1862, building up one of the
largest pastoral holdings in the Kingston district over the next 20 years. However, he
soon sold Kercoonda to the partnership Carr, Alston and Gosse. The cottage appears to
have been extended for residential use in the 1950s, and the wool shed appears to have
been altered about the same time. The main homestead, in ruins by the time of the
Danvers survey, was demolished in 2004.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The outbuildings at Old Kercoonda are among the earliest surviving buildings from the
first years of European pastoral settlement in the Kingston district.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents

REFERENCES:
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Peter England, verbal information, 2006.
Kingston Heritage Advisory Committee, Danielle England, File note, 2005.
Clem Smith, "Memoirs of Lacepede Octogenarians: Mr George Smith”, 1978
White, Kathleen, Mystery Tour of Tilley Swamp and Kercoonda, 1998, pp. 10-15
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MURRABINNA HOMESTEAD

KIN L 32

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Princes Highway, Reedy Creek

Land Description:

Parcel H 431200/21, Hundred of Murrabinna

Certificate of Title:

CL 863/38

OWNER:

Ashmore Pastoral Company Pty Ltd
21 Franklin Street
Adelaide SA 5000

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

Heritage of the South East 1984

Murrabinna Woolshed
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MURRABINNA HOMESTEAD

KIN L 32

DESCRIPTION:
There are three principal elements to the Murrabinna Homestead complex: a house and
outbuilding in a stone fenced yard; a large T-plan woolshed of the type favoured in the
South-East; and a very rare two storey stone barn, all well-maintained and forming an
attractive group beside the Princes Highway. The woolshed was unroofed by a storm in
the late 1960s and had not been repaired at the time of the Danvers survey in 1983.

HISTORY:
Murrabinna Homestead marks the site of one of the early pastoral runs established in the
Lacepede region during the land rush of the 1840s. The station was founded by George
Kendle and Thomas Wood in that period. Donald Gollan took up the lease for the run in
1851 after an amendment to the Waste Lands Act replaced Occupation Licences with 14
year Pastoral Leases. The improved security of tenure contributed to the construction of
substantial stone station buildings, probably including Murrabinna. The homestead was
built on solid ground safe from the seasonally inundated swamps. The name is said to be
a local Aboriginal term for ‘rough stony scrub’. South Australia’s Surveyor-General,
George Goyder, described the station in 1865 as four rooms, stone, separate huts. The
homestead had a slate roof when sold to the pastoral partnership of Hutchison and Dunn
in the 1870s. Murrabinna was used for experiments in soil treatment and pasture
improvement in the 1890s. In 1893 the station was sold to Thomas Fraser, and passed to
the McBride family in 1937.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Murrabinna is one of the notable early homestead complexes of the Kingston district.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)
(f)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Jessie Banks, Kingston Flashbacks, 1, p. 9
Rodney Cockburn, Pastoral Pioneers, 2, p. 171
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Marie Dunn, Man’s Reach,1969, pp. 29, 108, 118, 131
Geoffrey Manning, Manning’s Place Names of South Australia, 1990, p. 217
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OLD TILLEYS SWAMP HOMESTEAD

KIN L 33

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Petherick Road, Tilleys Swamp SA 5275

Land Description:

Parcel D 44388/Q 2, Hundred of Neville

Certificate of Title:

CL 1372/25

OWNER:

Caparra Pty Ltd
PO Box 554
Prospect East SA 5082

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

Heritage of the South East 1984

Old Tilleys Swamp Woolshed
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OLD TILLEYS SWAMP HOMESTEAD

KIN L 33

DESCRIPTION:
Complex of buildings including an early stone woolshed, shearers' quarters, workers'
cottages, sheds and stables, along with newer buildings. A large truck shed built of
flattened fuel drums about the 1940s is of particular interest.

HISTORY:
James Brown founded the Tilley's Swamp run for which a pastoral lease was issued in
1859. John Gall acquired the lease in the early 1860s and lived with his wife in a wattle
and daub hut until building this homestead in 1866. He probably extended the house
before moving to a large new homestead at Cantara in 1883. By then Gall was one of the
largest graziers in the Lacepede district, owning or leasing most of the land between Salt
Creek and Kingston. The lease was still in the hands of the Gall family until the 1920s,
and most of the stone station buildings appear to date from the Gall family period.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Tilleys Swamp still has substantial evidence dating from one of the earliest runs taken up
in the Kingston and Coorong districts.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area

REFERENCES:
Rodney Cockburn, Pastoral Pioneers, 2, 1927, pp. 141, 177
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Kathleen White, Mystery Tour of Tilley Swamp and Kercoonda, 1998, pp. 3-9
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BLACKFORD HOMESTEAD

KIN L 34

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Tapfield Road, Blackford

Land Description:

Parcel F 216959/Q 104, Hundred of Murrabinna

Certificate of Title:

CT 5639/358

OWNER:

Peter & Margaret England
PO Box 193
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

Heritage of the South East 1984

Blackford Homestead
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BLACKFORD HOMESTEAD

KIN L 34

DESCRIPTION:
The house is large, spreading and roughly L-shaped in plan, with a modern extension
linking the early house, kitchen and stables. It is attractively sited overlooking a creek
which has been incorporated into the Blackford Drain.

HISTORY:
In 1846 James Baker took up the first Occupation Licence in the area now known as
Blackford, adding Jacob Hagen’s leases to increase the size of the run to 63.5 square
miles. An 1851 map shows ‘Baker’s Head Station’, which indicates that the present
homestead was built by that date, when the Waste Lands Act gave leaseholders more
security of tenure. Maps from Baker’s time (1847-48) show that the homestead was also
an accommodation house for travellers, strategically sited where the Overland route
crossed the road inland to the Tatiara. Baker worked the run in partnership with John
Gifford at Wongolina. In 1854 Gifford moved to Blackford, which he probably named after
his English birthplace. In 1857 he wrote home describing his ‘tolerable neat little Cottage'.
(Sutton, pp. 29-30.) Several bedrooms and parlours were required for the
accommodation house, with the kitchen in a separate building. Gifford sold Blackford and
166 acres to Andrew Dunn in 1859. The house was extended in the 1920s. The England
family had been in the Blackford district since the 1930s and bought the property in 1984.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Blackford is of heritage value as a well-preserved example of an early homestead and
accommodation house.

RELEVANT CRITERION:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area.

REFERENCES:
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Enid Sutton, Full Circle, 2004, pp 18, 24-33
Information from Peter England
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OLD MOUNT SCOTT HOMESTEAD

KIN L 35

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Mount Scott Road, Mount Scott SA 5275

Land Description:

Parcel F215255? QA111, Hundred of Minecrow

Certificate of Title:

CT 5643/263

OWNER:

Thomas & Patricia Brinkworth
PO Box 554
Prospect East SA 5082

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

Heritage of the South East 1984

Old Mount Scott Homestead
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OLD MOUNT SCOTT HOMESTEAD

KIN L 35

DESCRIPTION:
The old homestead at Mount Scott appears to have been built in two stages, with the first
house incorporated as the kitchen of a later one. The buildings are of heavy stone rubble
construction, and appear to be from an early date. There are also cottages and sheds
from the early years. A much later house alongside appears to date from the 1950s.

HISTORY:
Three homestead buildings standing side by side mark the continuing history of one of
the earliest runs established in the Lacepede district. J. and D.C. Scott took up an
Occupation Licence for the Mt Scott run ‘fifty miles east of Salt Creek’, from 26 February
1846. The earliest homestead building appears to date from this period, or the early
1850s. The station was owned later by George Ormerod, William MacIntosh and Duncan
McRae, and by Frederick Vaughan, until 1877.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The surviving buildings at Old Mount Scott Homestead are among the earliest surviving
relics from the first years of European pastoral settlement in the Kingston district

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)
(c)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents

REFERENCES:
Rodney Cockburn, Pastoral Pioneers, 1, 1923, p.2
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Geoffrey Manning, Manning’s Place Names of South Australia, 1990, p. 280.
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REEDY CREEK HALL

KIN L 36

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Mail Bridge Road, Reedy Creek SA 5275

Land Description:

Parcel H 440100/S 124C, Hundred of Bowaka

Certificate of Title:

CT 5812/541

OWNER:

Geoffrey Cobham & Rosalind Hervey
71 Conyngham Street
Frewville SA 5063

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

Heritage of the South East 1984

Reedy Creek Hall
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REEDY CREEK HALL

KIN L 36

DESCRIPTION:
The hall is rectangular in plan, built of limestone rubble with a gabled cgi roof. Like many
country schools in the South-East, it has a fireplace in one side wall. It has corrugated
iron extensions at both ends: a gabled entrance porch at the front and a skillion at the
rear.

HISTORY:
Reedy Creek Community Hall was opened on 7 February 1907, on a block of land
donated by F.W. Barnett and H.F. Morris of Bowaka, who each also offered a loan of £25
to build the hall. The hall was built by McLaughlan with the help of local volunteers who
carted the local limestone for the building. Improvements in later years included a porch
(1920), a rear lean-to with seats for students, and electric lighting with a plant and a
stone shed to house it at the rear of the hall (1942). The hall was a central place for the
Reedy Creek community which had grown up around a siding on the Kingston to
Naracoorte railway. The building was used as a hall, school and a church. It was rented
by the Education Department, which reopened the Reedy Creek School there in 1910.
Student numbers were small with an average attendance of 13, and the school was
closed several times, including during the Second World War, reopening in 1945. The
school was transferred from the hall to a new schoolroom in 1953. The hall was donated
by John Barnett to the National Trust which sold it in 2002. It is now in private ownership.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The Reedy Creek Hall is a reminder of how the social and educational needs of early
rural communities were met, and the much greater population that farming districts once
had.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents

REFERENCES:
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Brenda Hensel, Reedy Creek Reflections, 1988, pp. 8 & 36.
Kingston Heritage Advisory Committee, file notes, 2005.
Kathleen White, Mystery Tour of Old Schools, 1997, pp. 10-11
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COTTAGE, WHITE HUT

KIN L 37

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Old Coorong Road, Coorong SA 5264

Land Description:

Parcel D 47461/A 14, Hundred of Duffield

Certificate of Title:

CT 5672/158

OWNER:

Michelle Masefield & others
27 Dorrien Avenue
Woodcroft SA 5162

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

Heritage of the South East 1984

Former Homestead & School, White Hut
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COTTAGE, WHITE HUT

KIN L 37

DESCRIPTION:
The building is a large but fairly primitive stone rubble cottage with five rooms, a lowpitched cgi roof and two large stone fireplaces side by side on the north wall. It is in poor
condition, with roofs collapsing, and partly hidden by bushes. It has two front doors,
which may have been to the schoolroom and teacher's residence.

HISTORY:
The building was built beside the Coorong Road as the White Hut homestead, probably
about 1878. It was purchased by the State government in 1905 for £91, and minor works
were done up to 1908 to convert it to a school and residence. It operated as the Hundred
of Duffield School for a few years, probably closing intermittently as enrolments
fluctuated. There was more expenditure on "painting and repairs to put in order for use
as school" in 1921, when the school must have re-opened for a time. After the school
finally closed, the building reverted to a house until about the 1960s.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The White Hut School is an important reminder of the difficulties of providing education in
early rural communities, and the much greater population that farming districts once had.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Kathleen White, Mystery Tour of Old Schools, 1997, p. 4
GRG 38/16, Record Book of School Buildings, SA State Records
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KEILIRA HOMESTEAD

KIN L 38

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Keilira-Avenue Road, Keilira SA 5275

Land Description:

Parcel D 60511/13, Hundred of Minecrow

Certificate of Title:

CT 5895/648

OWNER:

P. McBride & others
21 Franklin Street
Adelaide SA 5000

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

Heritage of the South East 1984

Keilira Workers' Cottages
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KEILIRA HOMESTEAD

KIN L 38

DESCRIPTION:
The only building surviving from the early Avenue Range run is two attached workers'
cottages in a prominent position on the ridge. They are built of sturdy rubble masonry
with fireplaces at both ends and a hipped cgi roof.

HISTORY:
Scottish pastoralist James Brown took up Avenue Range Station (Keilira) in 1849, an
area of 69 square miles. He also established the Tilleys Swamp run. The old stone
cottage at Keilira dates from this early period, but the original homestead has not
survived (the present stone house is the third on this site). Keilira was established in
Meintangk territory. It was a ‘fortified’ homestead, and gained wide notoriety as a place of
murder of Aboriginal people. In 1849, Brown was charged with shooting dead nine
people. The magistrate was convinced of his guilt, but as there were no witnesses, the
Crown had to drop the case. Other histories tell of poisonings, and Kingston’s National
Trust museum displays a door from the old homestead with an opening said to be made
for defence against Aborigines. Aboriginal people later worked on the station, including
Milerum (Clarence Long), who was born in 1869. Milerum later gained renown as the
main informant about the Aboriginal people of the South-East to the anthropologist
Norman Tindale at the South Australian Museum.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The Keilira cottages are a rare surviving link with the earliest period of European
settlement in the Kingston region.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)
(f)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Foster, Hosking and Nettelbeck, Fatal Collisions, 2001
Kingston Heritage Advisory Committee, file notes, 2005
Kingston National Trust Museum: Keilira door display; news cuttings
Mattingley and Hampton, Survival in Our Own Land, 1988, pp. 17, 41-42
SA Museum, Guide to the Tindale Collection, series 338/07
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WONGOLINA HOMESTEAD

KIN L 39

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Kingston-Robe Road, Wongolina SA 5275

Land Description:

Parcel H 441100/S 45, Hundred of Mount Benson

Certificate of Title:

CL 794/45

OWNER:

Ronald Hayes & others
Salt Well Road
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

Heritage of the South East 1984

Former Wongolina Homestead
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WONGOLINA HOMESTEAD

KIN L 39

DESCRIPTION:
The house is a long rectangle in plan, of stone rubble construction with a gabled cgi roof.
It is sited in the lee of a dune, with a view north-east over the plain. There are ruins of
two stone outbuildings nearby.

HISTORY:
John Gifford was one of the earliest pastoralists in the Kingston district, taking up an
Occupation Licence of 70 square miles in the Mount Benson area in 1847. Gifford
named his head station Tarlaemoor, later called Wongolina, and built the stone house
between 1847 and 1854, when he moved to Blackford. The most likely date of
construction is around 1851, when Occupation Licences were replaced by Pastoral
Leases which gave leaseholders more security of tenure, and Gifford held the first lease
for this run (No. 196). A small aperture in an outside wall near a chimney is said to have
been a rifle port for defence, but the evidence for this is debatable. Gifford seems to
have been on good terms with the local Aboriginal people, employing them on the
station, despite having some of his cattle speared.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Wongolina Homestead is one of the oldest houses surviving in the Kingston district, and
is important for its associations with the very earliest period of pastoral settlement, and
with John Gifford in particular.

RELEVANT CRITERION:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area.

REFERENCES:
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Nicolas Grguric, Fortified Homesteads, 2007, pp. 98-141
Enid Sutton, Full Circle, 2004, pp 18-25
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SIGNAL STATION (FORMER)

KIN L 40

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Lot 100, Rothalls Road, Cape Jaffa SA 5275

Land Description:

Parcel D 60617/A 100, Hundred of Mount Benson

Certificate of Title:

CT 5896/937

OWNER:

Jennifer Rothall
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

Heritage of the South East 1984

Former Signal Station
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SIGNAL STATION (FORMER)

KIN L 40

DESCRIPTION:
The building is a simple symmetrical stone house, with nothing to identify its former role
or distinguish it from other houses. The view from the site to the lighthouse is now
obstructed by pine trees.

HISTORY:
When the Cape Jaffa Lighthouse was nearing completion, this house was built on a rise
near the tip of the cape to provide communication between the lightkeepers and the
mainland, by means of a morse light or signal flags. It probably performed that function
until the advent of radio in the 1930s. (The lightkeepers moved from Cape Jaffa to
Kingston in 1937.)

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The former Signal Station is another link with the Cape Jaffa Lighthouse and the
importance of maritime industry in Kingston's past.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(b) it represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents

REFERENCES:
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Verne McLaren, Cape Jaffa Lighthouse Story, 1977
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SCHOOL, CAPE JAFFA

KIN L 41

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:
Land Description:

Former Cape Jaffa School
Limestone Coast Road, Wongolina SA 5275
Parcel D 4460/2, Hundred of Mount Benson

Certificate of Title:

CT 5335/13

OWNER:

David Addison
PO Box 74
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

Heritage of the South East 1984

Former Cape Jaffa School
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SCHOOL, CAPE JAFFA

KIN L 41

DESCRIPTION:
The former Cape Jaffa School is a very small rectangular limestone rubble single roomed
building with a gabled cgi roof and a fireplace in one end wall. It is in poor condition, with
the fireplace threatening to fall away from the building. The ruin of a stone toilet, a well
and two large Monterey cypresses (Cupressus macrocarpa) are nearby.

HISTORY:
The Cape Jaffa School opened in January 1935. It was built by local residents and then
operated by the Education Department. It was also used for a time as a chapel for the
local Methodist congregation. However, the school had a short life, closing in 1951.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The Cape Jaffa School is an important reminder of the difficulties of providing education
in early rural communities, and the much greater population that farming districts once
had.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Kathleen White, Mystery Tour of Old Schools, 1997, pp. 12-13
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CADARA HOMESTEAD

KIN L 42

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Cadara, Government Road, Wongolina SA 5275

Land Description:

Parcel H 441100/ 23, Hundred of Mount Benson

Certificate of Title:

CL 624/89

OWNER:

Robert Holme
PO Box 41
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

Heritage of the South East 1984

Old Cadara Homestead
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CADARA HOMESTEAD
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DESCRIPTION:
Cadara now stands isolated on the southern side of Cape Jaffa. There is a large modern
homestead complex with two small early limestone rubble cottages still standing. A steel
shed has been built in front of the larger cottage whose photograph appears in the
Danvers report. The older and smaller building is inhabited by a wombat.

HISTORY:
Cadara was an early run dating from the 1850s, although its exact date of settlement is
not known. In the nineteenth century it stood beside Cadara Swamp on the coast road
around Cape Jaffa, but that route was abandoned after the sand dunes became
destabilised by rabbit infestation, and the drainage schemes have lowered the water
table and emptied the swamp. As the homestead complex has expanded, the first and
second homestead buildings appear to have been relegated to workers' cottages and
then to store sheds.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The two early cottages are rare relics of the early decades of settlement in the Kingston
district.

RELEVANT CRITERION:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area.

REFERENCES:
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Information from Robert Holme
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JIP JIP ROCKS

KIN L 43

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Ballater Road, Marcollat

Land Description:

Parcel H431400/86, Hundred of Peacock

Certificate of Title:

CR 5665/471

OWNER:

Minister for Environment & Conservation
PO Box 1047
Adelaide SA 5001

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

Heritage of the South East 1984

Jip Jip Rocks
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JIP JIP ROCKS

KIN L 43

DESCRIPTION:
A prominent granite outcrop consisting of scattered large boulders or tors extending over
several hectares on top of a ridge covered in eucalypt scrub. The site has been partly
developed with walking trails and interpretation signs.

HISTORY:
Jip Jip is the largest and most extensive of the granite formations known to geologists as
the Padthaway Ridge that outcrop in a curved line from Mount Monster to the Granites on
the shore of Lacepede Bay. The site also has a spring of water.
Jip Jip was an important site both for the Aboriginal and the European people of the
district. Shepherds used the prominent hilltop rocks as observation posts, and many
travellers visited the waterhole. Few were willing to camp overnight as the place was
said to be haunted. From the 1870s, as C.J.D. Smith recounts, ‘tales of queer
experiences grew … The wild nature of the place and the strange rocks, so different to
the surrounding county, added to the weirdness of the tales’.
The Jip Jip Conservation Park, covering the heart of the granite outcrops, was declared
in 1972.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Jip Jip is of heritage significance as a prominent site of geological and scenic interest,
and also because of its place in Aboriginal and European folklore.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Clement Smith, ‘ "Gyp Gyp" ... Fact and Fiction’, Kingston Weekly, 6 December 1946
National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972
Douglas Schwebel, "Granite Forms", pp. 25-30
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GOYDER'S BANK

KIN L 44

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Off Rowney Road, Blackford SA 5275

Land Description:

Parcel H 431200/ S 77, Hundred of Murrabinna

Certificate of Title:

CT 5479/211

OWNER:

M.G. McLaren Nominees Pty Ltd
PO Box 9
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

n/a

Goyders Bank
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GOYDER'S BANK
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DESCRIPTION:
Goyder's Bank (also known as the Blackford Embankment) is a low artificial earth bank
about 400m in length, running east-west, faced with stone on its north side. It blocks a
channel of Reedy Creek, diverting water in the vicinity of Blackford from flowing south
into Maria Creek and flooding Kingston.

HISTORY:
The idea of a bank in this vicinity was suggested by Goyder during his 1862 inspection.
However, with the chronic lack of funding for drainage works, it took a long time before
work eventuated. The bank was eventually completed in 1886, as part of a larger project
to keep Reedy Creek water moving north and away from Maria Creek. It was
superseded by the Blackford Drain project in the 1960s, and no longer holds water.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Goyder's Bank is one of the important early drainage works of the upper South-East, is
directly connected with George Goyder, and marks an important stage in controlling
flooding in the town of Kingston.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Kingston Heritage Advisory Committee, file notes, 2005
Anne McArthur, Through the Eyes of Goyder, 2007
Turner & Carter, Down the Drain, 1989, pp. 8 & 40
Information from Glen and Brett McLaren
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COTTAGE (TEELUC)

KIN L 45

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Old Coorong Road, Coorong SA 5264

Land Description:

Parcel H430300/S 5, Hundred of Duffield

Certificate of Title:

CL 277/9

OWNER:

Estate of Lola Cameron-Bonney
c/- Letty Nicholls
Teeluc, Old Coorong Road
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

n/a

Teeluc Homestead
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DESCRIPTION:
The house is a simple stone rubble cottage with a gabled cgi roof.

HISTORY:
Teeluc (also Teeluk, Treluk or Treluck) has been owned by Aboriginal farmers since the
early twentieth century. The name means to drink with a hollow reed from a well. The
Teeluc lease commenced in 1892, and a later owner, Lola Cameron–Bonney has
recorded that the lease was first issued to George Litchfield Mason. The original stone
house appears to date from around that time. Mason was the son of Captain George
Ezekiel Mason, who had been Protector of Aborigines from the 1840s, and had
Aboriginal as well as white children. Aboriginal relatives of Mason probably came to live
at Teeluc. In the early years of the twentieth century another local Aboriginal couple,
John Watson junior and his wife Lybia Bonney bought the property. John was a shearer
and kangaroo shooter and Lybia was a shearer’s cook. On John’s death, Lybia and her
nephew Ron Bonney kept the farm going as a dairy farm. Lybia then married Bruce
Cameron, Litchfield Mason’s nephew. During this time she also looked after her brother’s
children, including Hilda Bonney, who vividly describes the family’s life at Teeluc during
the 1940s. 'At Teeluk, we lived ... off the land. Being a dairy farm, we had our own milk,
cream and butter but also … we often also ate kangaroo, rabbit, duck, caught fish and
collected berries and other wild food'. (Blessios, p 78.) Currently, Letty Nicholls and her
son Doug own Teeluc.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Teeluc is a reminder of the continuity of Aboriginal traditional life within the pattern of
European settlement.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents

REFERENCES:
Athanasia Blessios, Mixed Dreamings, pp. 12, 14, 27-33, 70-71, 75, 78-79.
Lola Cameron–Bonney, 'Treluk history’, Kingston Leader, 9 April 1986
Verbal information from Doug Nicholls and Glen McLaren
Lands title CL 277/9
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LIGHTKEEPERS' COTTAGES RUIN

KIN L 46

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Bernouilli Conservation Park, Cape Jaffa SA 5275

Land Description:

Parcel H441100/ 220, Hundred of Mount Benson

Certificate of Title:

CR 5659/310

OWNER:

Minister for Environment & Conservation
PO Box 1047
Adelaide SA 5001

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

n/a

Former Lightkeepers' Cottage Ruin
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LIGHTKEEPERS' COTTAGES RUIN

KIN L 46

DESCRIPTION:
Among the foreshore dunes right at the tip of Cape Jaffa are the ruins of three attached
cottages, built of rubble masonry. The walls have been robbed of stone, and in some
places are full height, in other places down to knee height. The masonry has been
capped with mortar in recent years to slow deterioration of the ruins. A nearly-dead
stone pine (Pinus pinea) stands nearby.

HISTORY:
With the opening of the Cape Jaffa lighthouse in 1872, these attached stone cottages
were built on the windswept tip of Cape Jaffa to house three lightkeepers and their
families. The remote location was necessary so that the off-duty staff were within
signalling and rowing range of the light in case of emergency; the signal station was
nearby. By 1937 the advent of radio meant that the shore station no longer had to be
within sight of the lighthouse, and the stone cottages isolated on Cape Jaffa were
replaced by three freestanding lightkeepers' residences in the town of Kingston. The
original cottages have been abandoned since that time. They are now within the
Bernouilli Conservation Park. In 1999 a project by the Kingston Apex Club carried out
conservation work on the masonry of the ruins.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The ruined lightkeepers' cottages are reminders of Kingston's maritime past, and the
importance of the lighthouse service to the shipping industry and the early community.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
SE Kingston Leader, 10 November 1999
Verne McLaren, Cape Jaffa Lighthouse Story, 1977
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CAPE JAFFA JETTY

KIN L 47

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

King Drive, Cape Jaffa SA 5275

Land Description:

Parcel D 27532/ 30, Hundred of Mount Benson

Certificate of Title:

CR 5639/304

OWNER:

Kingston District Council
PO Box 321
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

n/a

Cape Jaffa Jetty
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CAPE JAFFA JETTY
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DESCRIPTION:
The Cape Jaffa Jetty is a timber and steel structure 257m long at right angles to the
shore, with a wider 19m long curved head turning to the south-west. It is fitted with tram
rails and a gantry onshore.

HISTORY:
An earlier jetty was built at King's Camp near this site in 1868 during the construction of
the Cape Jaffa lighthouse, but afterwards it was not maintained as a government landing
place, and vanished within a few years. In the early 1950s there was a plan to build a
deepsea port with bulk grain handling at Cape Jaffa, but that was rejected as too costly.
The present jetty was built in the shelter of Cape Jaffa in 1955 to serve local fishing
vessels, which had the effect of shifting the fishing fleet away from the Kingston jetty, and
hastening the end of Kingston as a commercial port. The Cape Jaffa Jetty was extended
in length in 1957 and again in 1969.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The Cape Jaffa Jetty has heritage value as the modern focus of the fishing and maritime
industries of the Lacepede Bay district.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Neville Collins, Jetties of South Australia, 2005, pp. 201-202
Department of Marine & Harbors, Outport Data, 1964
SAPP 31 of 1954, pp. 7-8
Verne McLaren, Cape Jaffa Lighthouse Story, 1977
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SEAFARERS' MEMORIAL

KIN L 48

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

King Drive, Cape Jaffa SA 5275

Land Description:

Parcel D 27532/ 30, Hundred of Mount Benson

Certificate of Title:

CR 5639/304

OWNER:

Kingston District Council
PO Box 321
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

n/a

Seafarers Memorial
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SEAFARERS' MEMORIAL

KIN L 48

DESCRIPTION:
A stone cairn about 1.5m in height, standing near the Cape Jaffa jetty. It has bronze
plaques on each face, and two bronze anchors.

HISTORY:
The Seafarers, Fishermen and Lightkeepers Memorial was unveiled in April 2002. It lists
the names of 6 lightkeepers. 21 seafarers and 11 fishermen who lost their lives in the
vicinity of Lacepede Bay between 1846 and 1973.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The memorial is an important reminder of the dominant role the sea has played in the
Kingston district's history, and the toll of human life that seafaring involves.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(b) it represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local area
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Information on the memorial
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BLACKFORD SCHOOL

KIN L 49

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Rowney West Road, Blackford SA 5275

Land Description:

Parcel H 431200/ 79, Hundred of Murrabinna

Certificate of Title:

CT 5479/211

OWNER:

M.G. McLaren Nominees Pty Ltd
PO Box 9
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

Heritage of the South East 1984

Blackford School
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BLACKFORD SCHOOL

KIN L 49

DESCRIPTION:
The school is a simple rectangular gabled corrugated iron building, timber-lined, with a
stone fireplace at one end. It stands in an open setting off Rowney West Road, and is a
prominent landmark. The presence of fittings such as a turned finial, a blackboard and
hat pegs, and legible graffiti give the building much character. The sugar gums and
pepper trees in the vicinity were planted by schoolchildren on Arbor Days. The school
once had a second classroom which has been demolished.

HISTORY:
When John Cooper and his wife bought land at Blackford around 1900 their younger
children in a family of ten children needed an education. As there was no local school
Cooper built this small galvanised iron building on his land, incorporating a stone
chimney which was the remains of a shepherd’s hut. The school was opened in 1907,
and doubled as a church. By arrangement with the Education Department a teacher was
supplied. Mary, one of the daughters, trained as a teacher and taught at several of the
local schools including White Hut and Blackford, where she arranged an Arbor Day. The
planted gum trees are still growing near the old school. Over the years many of the
students were Aboriginal children from the nearby Aboriginal Reserve - some of their
initials, for example, FA (Freddie A’Hang) are carved in the stone. Blackford School was
closed in 1945, but the building remained in use for church services much longer.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The Blackford School is an important reminder of the difficulties of providing education in
early rural communities, and the much greater population that farming districts once had.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
SE Kingston Leader 13 May 1981
Kathleen White, Mystery Tour of Old Schools, 1997, pp. 5-6
Verbal information from Glen McLaren and Kathleen White
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BLACKFORD DRAIN OUTLET

KIN L 50

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Long Beach Road, Kingston SE SA 5275

Land Description:

Parcel H 430700/S 604, Hundred of Lacepede

Certificate of Title:

CR 5621/698

OWNER:

Minister for Environment & Conservation
GPO Box 1047
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

n/a

Blackford Drain Outlet
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BLACKFORD DRAIN OUTLET

KIN L 50

DESCRIPTION:
The outlet is the end of an artificial channel cutting through the dunes to the beach. It is
defined on both sides by timber retaining walls.

HISTORY:
The Blackford drain diverts the flow of Reedy Creek west through the Reedy Creek
Range and to the sea 4km north of Kingston, and hence plays a major role in defining
agricultural land in the hinterland of Kingston. The drain was excavated in a number of
stages over nearly a century, beginning with Goyder's proposals to divert Reedy Creek
into a northward channel in the 1860s. After decades of inactivity, work was pushed
ahead vigorously after the Second World War. A network of smaller drains were linked to
a main channel in a project commencing in 1948, and the Blackford Drain system was
finished in 1962.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The outlet represents the effort that has been put into drainage works in the Kingston
district in the past 140 years, and the part these have played in expanding the land
available for agriculture.

RELEVANT CRITERION:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area.

REFERENCES:
Malcolm Turner & Derek Carter, Down the Drain, 1989
Michael Williams, Making of the South Australian Landscape, 1974, pp. 219-220
Verbal information from Peter England
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PROLIFIC HUT

KIN L 51

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Princes Highway, Reedy Creek SA 5275

Land Description:

Parcel H44100/ 165, Hundred of Bowaka

Certificate of Title:

CL 1379/32

OWNER:

Robert & Brigette Olsen
PO Box 180
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

n/a

Prolific Hut
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PROLIFIC HUT
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DESCRIPTION:
Prolific Hut is a striking landmark in flat open country beside the highway from Kingston
to Millicent. It is a symmetrical rectangular two-roomed cottage with a gabled cgi roof,
but is distinguished from a great number of other small cottages in farming areas by its
superior quality masonry. It is made even more striking by being devoid of outbuildings,
water supply or the other contextual items that usually accompany rural houses.

HISTORY:
This well-built stone hut which forms a landmark on the road to Millicent, marks a site of
agricultural enterprise by a local grazier. The landowner Tom Ryder had several men as
sharefarmers plant barley on the flats in the area just after the end of the First World War
(1918) when market prices for barley were high. Ryder engaged the builder Charles
Smith of Kingston to construct the hut for the men to occupy while they were preparing
the land and later harvesting the crop. ‘They must have anticipated it would be a cropping
project that would go on for years so wanted a good solid hut, however it wasn’t long
before the bottom dropped out of the barley market and the whole programme wound
up". (Hensel 1988, p. 51).

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The cottage is a well-known landmark, and is a reminder of the many forms of farming
enterprise that were attempted in the face of the vicissitudes of the rural economy.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)
(d)
(f)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
it displays aesthetic merits, design characteristics or construction techniques of
significance to the local area
it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Brenda Hensel, Reedy Creek Reflections, 1988, p. 51
Information from Kath White
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RAILWAY FORMATION
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LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Parallel to Kingston-Lucindale Road, Reedy Creek
(between Princes Highway and Bowaka Road)

Land Description:

Former Railway Reserve, Hundred of Bowaka

Certificate of Title:

-

OWNER:

Kingston District Council
PO Box 321
Kingston SE SA 5275

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

n/a

Railway Culvert at Reedy Creek Crossing
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RAILWAY FORMATION

KIN L 52

DESCRIPTION:
A straight section of railway formation about 1.6km in length, extending from the Princes
Highway parallel with the Lucindale Road to the intersection of Bowaka Road. The track
has been torn up, and what is left is a low embankment with an occasional wooden
sleeper or steel dogspike. This section includes a four-channel culvert at the point where
Reedy Creek crosses the track.

HISTORY:
The opening of the Kingston-Naracoorte railway in 1876 was one of the most important
events in Kingston's history, creating its role as the port for the upper South-East, and
contributing to growth and development in the town. The railway operated for 111 years,
converted to broad gauge in 1959, and closing in 1987. Along the route of the railway
the new townships of Reedy Creek and Lucindale were created.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Very little remains of the Kingston-Naracoorte railway which was once at the heart of the
district's economy. This representative section of railway formation would help to tell its
story. The section has the potential to be developed as part of a walking trail.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area
(c) it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents
(f) it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
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THE GRANITES

KIN L 53

LOCATION:
Place Name and Address:

Coast Reserve, Kingston SE SA 5275

Land Description:

Parcel H 430300/S 558, Hundred of Duffield

Certificate of Title:

CR 5603/558

OWNER:

Minister for Environment & Conservation
PO Box 1047
Adelaide SA 5001

State Heritage Status: -

n/a

SAHR File No:

n/a

Other Assessments:

n/a

The Granites
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THE GRANITES

KIN L 53

DESCRIPTION:
A formation of six outcropping grey granite rocks on the beach 20km north of Kingston,
reached by a detour off the old Coorong road. Two large granite rocks outcrop on the
beach proper, looking like beached whales, with one large and three smaller rocks in the
surf zone. The rocks are waterworn and smooth. There are other small granite outcrops
on land in the vicinity, one by the road in to the Granites, another beside the Princes
Highway a kilometre north of the turnoff.

HISTORY:
The granite rocks exposed on the beach north of Kingston are the westernmost outcrop
of the Padthaway Ridge, a curved line of granite intrusions about 470 million years old.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The Granites are significant geologically as a visible reminder of the ancient granite that
underlies part of the north-eastern Kingston district, but also as a familiar landmark and
scenic spot, often visited by local people and tourists.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(f)

it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Douglas Schwebel, "Granite Forms", pp. 25-30
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Places Recommended for Inclusion as a Local Heritage Policy Area in the
Development Plan
The following place within the Kingston District Council survey area is recommended for
inclusion as a Local Heritage Policy Area in the Kingston District Council Development
Plan:
KIN PA 01
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COOKE STREET PRECINCT
Places and Addresses:

KIN PA01
Precinct of thirteen buildings, consisting of the Jarman
Sawmill complex and a number of houses, mostly facing
Cooke Street, with two on Todd Street and Isabella
Street, Kingston
Numbers 3, 5, 11, 13, 14, 16 , 17, 19, 21, 23 and 27
Cooke Street, 3 Todd Street and Lot 11 Isabella Street

Cooke Street Precinct, Kingston
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KIN PA01

DESCRIPTION:
At the heart of this precinct is the Jarman Sawmill complex on Cooke Street between
Todd and Coulthard streets, consisting of the mill building itself, now the National Trust
Museum, Jarman's house Goodwin Villa alongside, a row of three attached cottages for
mill employees and four other nearby cottages which were associated with the Jarman
works.
The precinct extends north along Cooke Street, taking in another six houses, one with an
attached shop, all fronting the street and forming a cohesive group with a distinctive
character. This part of Kingston was surveyed very early, and some of the small
cottages probably date from the early decades of settlement. The houses are a mixture
of stone and timber construction, which is characteristic of Kingston's early buildings.
The house at 11 Cooke Street was built for the manager of the Kingston powerhouse in
1947 and occupied for many years by members of the Backler family. The shell of the
powerhouse building still stands in the backyard, but it is not proposed to include it. The
house at 3 Cooke Street was built as the manager's residence and office of the Bank of
Adelaide. The house beside it at number 5 is a particularly finely-detailed timber house,
presumably a product of Jarman's sawmill.
Among these thirteen buildings are four more modern houses which fall within the
boundary of the precinct, but are not proposed to be subject to heritage policies, except
that any future developments on those allotments should respect their surroundings.

HISTORY:
John Jarman opened his mill on Cooke Street in 1876 and was a prominent businessman
and contractor and an influential community member until his death in 1920. His house
Goodwin Villa was named for his wife's maiden name. The house is built of timber which
has been finished to imitate masonry. It is clearly designed to act as a display home,
demonstrating the potential of Jarman's timber products.
One of the houses is the Lacepede Electricity Supply Company manager's residence
built in 1947. The shell of the powerhouse which provided Kingston's municipal electricity
supply until 1974 stands in the backyard.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The Precinct of thirteen buildings is of heritage value as a major local industrial centre
and a distinctive group of mid-nineteenth to early twentieth century urban house types,
reflecting the growth and prosperity of Kingston after the coming of the Naracoorte
railway.
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COOKE STREET PRECINCT

KIN PA01

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area

(d)

it displays aesthetic merits, design characteristics or construction techniques of
significance to the local area

(f)

it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Richard Apperly et al, Pictorial Guide to Identifying Australian Architecture, 1989
Danvers Architects, Heritage of the South East, 1984
Marie Dunn, A Man's Reach, 1969
Hensel & Golding, Interesting Walks around Kingston SE, 1998
Kathleen White, History of Jarman, n.d.

Peter Bell & Susan Marsden 2008

285

Kingston Heritage Survey
COOKE STREET PRECINCT

KIN PA01

Former Jarman Mill (No. 1)

Goodwin Villa (No. 2)

Row Cottages (No. 3)

Stone House (No. 4)

Timber House, Todd St (No. 5)

Stone House, Isabella St (No. 6)

Stone House (No. 7)
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COOKE STREET PRECINCT

House & Shop (No. 8)

KIN PA01

Former Powerhouse Residence (No. 9)

Timber House (No. 10)

Stone House (No. 11)

Timber House (No. 12)

Stone House (No. 13)
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COOKE STREET PRECINCT

KIN PA01

Boundary of Proposed Policy Area
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<http://www.alphalink.com.au/~richardb/page4.htm>
Butcher Gap Conservation Park
<www.parks.sa.gov.au/parks/ friends/groups/PARKS_PDFS_BUTCHER_GAP_CP>
Chinese Immigration
<http://www.thegoldentrail.com/index.html>
<http://www.sbs.com.au/gold/story.html?topicid=5>
Coorong National Park
<http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/parks/coorong/>
Heritage Branch
<http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/heritage/index.html>
Kingston District Council
<http://www.kingstondc.sa.gov.au/site/page.cfm>
Manning, Geoffrey, “Kingston SE”, in "A History of the Lower South East in the 19th
Century", unpublished manuscript, <www.slsa.sa.gov.au/manning/pn/k/k5.htm>
Manning Index of South Australian History
<http://www.slsa.sa.gov.au/manning>
Marsden, Julia, “Yallambee: a Soldier Settler Farmhouse, South East of South Australia”
Our House website <http://www.heritage.gov.au/ourhouse/essay20.html>
Mount Benson Wine Industry
<http://www.guichenbay.com.au/history.htm>
<http://www.mbva.com.au/history.htm>
Placenames of South Australia
<http://www.placenames.sa.gov.au/pno/index.phtml>
Trees of Tribute
<http://www.history.sa.gov.au/chu/programs/sa_history/sharing_legacy/projects/project05
.htm>
War Memorials in Australia
<http://www.skp.com.au/memorials/>
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Maps of Recommended Places

Recommended Places in the Town of Kingston SE
(Source: Google Maps)
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Maps of Recommended Places

Recommended Places in Rural Areas
(Source: Griffin & McCaskill 1986, p. 117)
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Index of Recommended Places
Place

Page

Aboriginal Burial Ground
Ashmore Woolshed
Bank (former)
Blackford Drain Outlet
Blackford Homestead

219
233
173
273
241

Blackford Reserve
Blackford School (former)
Bowaka Homestead
Butcher Gap Drain Outlet
Cadara Homestead

157
271
91
231
257

Cantara Homestead
Cape Jaffa Jetty
Cape Jaffa Lighthouse
Cape Jaffa School, (former)
Cemetery

85
267
65
255
107

Charles Street Footbridge
Chinese Well & Quarries
Cooke Street Precinct
Cottages (Rosetown)
Cottage, 19 Dowdy Street

217
97
283
195
207

Cottage, 67 Cooke Street ("Vine Cottage")
Cottage, 80 Cooke Street ("Otter House")
Cottage, Teeluc
Cottage, White Hut
Court House (former)

71
77
263
247
175

Crown Inn
District Hall
Doctors House (former)
Former Tearooms
Goyder's Bank

191
201
197
205
261

Granites
Harbormasters House (former)
Holy Trinity Anglican Church
Jip Jip Rocks
Keilira Homestead

279
171
179
259
249
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Index of Recommended Places (continued)
Place

Page

Kercoonda Outbuildings
Kingston Jetty
Kingston School (former)
Len Lampit Reserve
Lightkeepers' Cottages

235
221
177
227
209

Lightkeepers' Cottages ruin
Mount Scott Homestead
Murrabinna Homestead
Noolook Bark Mill Office & House
Old Council Office

265
243
237
147
193

Old Institute
Old School Room
Police Station (former)
Post Office
Powerhouse Engine

189
181
117
59
225

Prolific Hut
Railway Formation, Reedy Creek
RAOB Hall (former)
Reedy Creek Hall
Royal Mail Hotel

275
277
187
245
183

Sculpture Park & Sundial
Seafarers' Memorial
Signal Station (former)
Soldiers Memorial Hospital
Stationmasters House (former)

223
269
253
203
197

Tilleys Swamp Homestead
Trees of Tribute
Uniting Church & Manse
War Memorial & Railway Reserve
Wongolina Homestead

239
229
185
215
251

Wool Store (former)
Woolmit Homestead

127
137
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Appendix 1: Proceedings of Heritage Workshop 5 March 2006
The heritage workshop held in the District Hall on Sunday 5 March was designed to allow
people to have their say about what places in the district they believe are of value to
them and to future generations, and to ask any questions they had about the survey, or
heritage management more generally. The workshop was advertised in the Leader and
by shop window notices and attracted 22 people, some of whom were able to attend for
only part of the time.
The workshop followed a format which the consultants have used during the course of
heritage surveys in communities throughout Australia. Participants are invited to think
about what they value in their local area by means of questions such as, "What makes
Kingston different?", "Where would you take a visitor from another country?" or "What do
you want to leave for your grandchildren?" These enabled people to think about their
heritage without using the word "heritage".
Participants then dispersed with digital cameras and took photographs to illustrate places
they valued in the local area. These were printed in the Council office during lunch, and
displayed in the hall for all present to discuss.
In the afternoon, discussion turned to what was likely to threaten the survival of these
places, and what could be done about it. Participants were told that there were no right
or wrong answers, and all responses were written on large sheets of paper for everyone
to see.
The day was very successful from the consultants' viewpoint in providing insights into the
places that are of value to the local community, which will guide the recommendations in
their survey report. Participants were enthusiastic, and regarded the workshop as a
valuable exercise.
It was surprising that there were no negative responses recorded. Either the entire
Kingston community is supportive of heritage conservation measures, or people with
dissenting views did not take this public opportunity to have their say. The workshop was
covered by a story in the Kingston Coastal Leader.
Attached are:

•

The notice advertising the workshop

•

The program for the day's events

•

The responses to questions recorded during the workshop
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Kingston's Heritage - Have Your Say
Heritage Workshop at District Hall
Sunday, 5 March 2006

Kingston District Council has employed two heritage
consultants, Susan Marsden and Peter Bell, to carry out a
heritage survey of the Council area. The consultants would
like to meet you and hear what you think is special about
Kingston's heritage.
The workshop is an opportunity to contribute your ideas to the
survey, and also to ask any questions you have about the
survey or heritage matters generally.
The workshop will be held in the District Hall, James Street,
from 10 am to 4 pm on Sunday 5 March. Be prepared to go for
a walk or a drive during the day. Tea and coffee will be
provided. It would be helpful if you could bring a sandwich
lunch.
To help us plan the workshop, please let Milan Hodak at the
Council office (8767 2033) know in advance if you intend to be
there.
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Heritage Workshop
Kingston District Hall, Sunday 5 March 2006

1000

Opening
Council representative introduces survey consultants

1015

Background to heritage survey
Questions to think about:
•

what is special about Kingston?

•

what tells its story?

•

what would you show a visitor?

•

what would you like to leave for your grandchildren to see?

1100

Disperse and take photographs

1200

Photograph printing and lunch

1300

Posting up photographs

1330

What are the problems? Is anything threatening this picture?

1400

Afternoon tea

1430

What can the community do?

1530

Question time
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What's Special About Kingston?

•

location on the coast - Lacepede Bay

•

important port

•

lighthouse

•

railway history

•

country people

•

few heritage buildings

•

aroma of seagrass

•

kilometres of mown lawn

•

early mail route

•

proximity to the Coorong

•

jetty

•

grazing, fishing

•

wool, wheat and wattle bark
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What Tells Kingston's Story?

•

rabbit canning - making a virtue of a pest

•

Bullocky Town Road

•

bark and grass - utilising natural resources

•

bark, grass and rabbits supported families

•

coast disease story - copper and cobalt

•

drainage altered the landscape

•

cemetery - interesting to look at - wall

•

the railway line - location of industry

•

railway work provided sustenance

•

conglomeration of early settlements

•

earthquake heritage - school doors

•

transport - market for crop grass

•

army remounts - coast disease

•

community solidarity - bushfires

•

early hardships - lonely graves
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What Would You Show a Visitor?

•

Post Office - woolstore - jetty - the Granites

•

Customs House - Court House - Marine Parade - lighthouse

•

lightkeepers cottages - power house engine - wall hanging at Council office

•

view from top of lighthouse - Police Station and Lockup

•

site of Railway Station, reserve and crossings - jetty and beach - visit wineries

•

Vine Cottage and Otter House - big fig trees - Cape Jaffa

•

Coorong beach (longest in Australia?) - Jip Jip rocks

•

Agnes Street - Kingston Arms - Paterson's Store

•

Kingston Tile Factory - Crown Inn
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What do You Want your Grandchildren to See?

•

green areas and beaches (Marine Parade)

•

walking trail along Maria Creek

•

Government Town - Post Office and Hanson Street - Court House,
Police Station, extending to woolstore and jetty

•

"Don't ever sell this place" - Rex Bell's granddaughter - Police Station

•

Old Institute in use

•

District Hall

•

Balanced collection of heritage

•

a love of history

•

an old house well-preserved

•

leadlight

•

old Harbormasters House

•

stone wall from Bank of Adelaide stones
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What are the Problems?

•

commercial use - not viable - cost of upkeep

•

restrictions placed on owners - directions from authority

•

progress - buildings outliving usefulness

•

lack of interest - apathy

•

uncertainty - lack of imagination - no perceived use

•

land values - ordinary buildings on valuable land

•

physical wear and tear - salt damp, earthquakes, storms, termites, borers

•

conflicts between interests and authorities

•

safety issues - liability - fear of litigation

•

no use - no upkeep - no insurance

•

higher insurance premiums

•

lack of knowledge

•

lack of money

•

justification of council expenditure
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What are the Solutions?

•

lots of money

•

well-informed administrators

•

good documentation of heritage places

•

more information - history of buildings - technical knowledge

•

have a register of places

•

overcome fear

•

Council consult with owners

•

make good advice available

•

rate concessions

•

make decisions about what places should be saved - select - prioritise

•

make people aware - put up signs

•

pick your battles

•

community consultation groups

•

don't shift the deckchairs on the Titanic
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Appendix 2: Extent of Listing for Places Recommended for Entry in Schedule of
Local Heritage Places
These notes are intended to assist in the process of amending the Development Plan to
implement the recommendations of this survey.
Harbormasters House (former)
Extent of listing: stone masonry house only.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its location and overall external form.
Bank (former)
Extent of listing: former bank and its allotment, dominating a major intersection..
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its contribution to the streetscape, its overall external
form and fine detailing.
Court House (former)
Extent of listing: the former Court House building. It is the standard South Australian
government design for local courts, and its relationship to the Post Office and Police
Station is important.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its contribution to the streetscape, its overall external
form and details.
School, Kingston
Extent of listing: the L-shaped stone masonry building. Its form is characteristic of South
Australian government schools of the late nineteenth century..
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its overall external form and its visibility in the
streetscape.
Holy Trinity Anglican Church
Extent of listing: the church itself, a small rectangular building in simple Gothic style, and
its street aspect.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its overall external form, its details such as leadlight
windows, and its prominent contribution to the streetscape.
Old School Room
Extent of listing: the small single masonry room on the Cooke Street frontage.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its overall external form and visibility from the street.
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Royal Mail Hotel
Extent of listing: two storey stone masonry building only.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its overall external form and prominence in Hanson
Street.
Uniting Church and Former Manse
Extent of listing: church and manse buildings.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain their overall external form and prominence on the
intersection.
RAOB Hall (former)
Extent of listing: small stone masonry building only.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its overall external form and visibility from the street.
Crown Inn
Extent of listing: two storey stone masonry building only, with some interior details such
as the double doors of faceted glass.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its overall external form and prominence in Agnes
Street.
Old Council Office
Extent of listing: small stone masonry building only.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its overall external form with fine quality stone
masonry details, and visibility from the street.
Cottage (Rosetown)
Extent of listing: two adjacent small stone masonry cottages.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its overall external form (including the 1950s
extension) and visibility from the highway.
Stationmasters House (former)
Extent of listing: stone masonry cottage only.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its overall external form and visibility from the street.
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Doctors House (former)
Extent of listing: stone masonry house only.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its overall external form and visibility from the street.
The separate entrance to the consulting room is an important feature.
District Hall
Extent of listing: large stone masonry building only.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its overall external form and details, and its
prominence on Agnes Street.
Soldiers Memorial Hospital
Extent of listing: 1949 stone masonry building and landscaped open space in front.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its overall external form and visibility from Young
Street.
Former Tearooms
Extent of listing: stone masonry building only.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its overall external form and visibility on the
intersection.
Cottage, 19 Dowdy Street
Extent of listing: small stone masonry cottage.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its overall external form and visibility from the street.
Lightkeepers' Cottages
Extent of listing: the three timber cottages and open space between and in front of them.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain their overall external form, character as a group and
visibility from the street. It is important that they retain their uniform and institutional
appearance on the foreshore.
War Memorial & Railway Reserve
Extent of listing: marble statue on granite plinth, with park, flagpole and conifer plantings.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its overall form, visibility and dignity.
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Charles Street Footbridge
Extent of listing: the iron screw piles of the former road bridge.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain as a relic of early infrastructure.
Aboriginal Burial Ground
Extent of listing: surrounding open space.
Aim of conservation policy: there is no historic fabric to conserve. The aim is to retain an
attractive open space which is treated with respect.
Kingston Jetty
Extent of listing: timber and steel jetty structure only.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its overall form and visibility.
Sculpture Park & Sundial
Extent of listing: the entire park.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain an attractive recreational space with sculptural
features and visibility from the highway.
Powerhouse Engine
Extent of listing: small brick and glass building in Lions Park, containing the former
powerhouse engine.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain the engine in good condition and publicly accessible.
Len Lampit Reserve
Extent of listing: the entire reserve.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain as an attractive open space.
Trees of Tribute
Extent of listing: five Norfolk Island pine trees in a row along Marine Parade at the end of
Hanson Street..
Aim of conservation policy: to retain as a tribute to Second World War volunteers.
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Butcher Gap Drain Outlet
Extent of listing: large steel pipe through the foreshore dunes.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its overall form as an important element of drainage
infrastructure.
Woolshed, Ashmore
Extent of listing: large stone masonry building only.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its overall external form and visibility in the
landscape.
Outbuildings, Kercoonda
Extent of listing: early stone T-plan woolshed and nearby small stone masonry cottage
only.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain their overall external form.
Homestead, Murrabinna
Extent of listing: three principal elements forming the Murrabinna Homestead complex: a
house and outbuilding in a stone fenced yard; a large T-plan woolshed; and a two storey
stone barn.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain their overall external forms as an attractive group,
and visibility beside the Princes Highway.
Homestead, Tilleys Swamp
Extent of listing: complex of buildings including an early stone woolshed, shearers'
quarters, workers' cottages, large truck shed built of flattened fuel drums, small sheds
and stables.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain their overall external forms.
Homestead, Blackford
Extent of listing: early stone masonry house, kitchen and stables only.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain their overall external form.
Homestead, Mount Scott
Extent of listing: early stone masonry homestead and kitchen, cottages and sheds.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain their overall external form.
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Hall, Reedy Creek
Extent of listing: small stone masonry building only.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its overall external form.
Cottage, White Hut
Extent of listing: stone masonry cottage only.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its overall external form and visibility from the road.
Homestead, Keilira
Extent of listing: two attached stone masonry cottages only.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain their overall external form and prominent visibility in
the landscape.
Homestead, Wongolina
Extent of listing: early stone masonry house only.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its overall external form and visibility.
Signal Station (former)
Extent of listing: stone masonry house only.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its overall external form.
School, Cape Jaffa (former)
Extent of listing: small stone masonry building and toilet ruin.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain their overall external form and visibility from the road.
Homestead, Cadara
Extent of listing: two early stone masonry cottages only.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain their overall external form.
Jip Jip Rocks
Extent of listing: Jip Jip Conservation Park.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its natural character and visibility of the granite
outcrops.
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Goyder's Bank
Extent of listing: low artificial earth bank about 400m in length, running east-west, faced
with stone on its north side.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its overall form and visibility in the landscape.
Cottage, Teeluc
Extent of listing: stone masonry cottage only.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its overall external form and visibility from the road.
Lightkeepers' Cottages ruin
Extent of listing: stone masonry cottage ruins within Bernouilli Conservation Park.
Aim of conservation policy: to retard deterioration of the masonry.
Cape Jaffa Jetty
Extent of listing: timber and steel jetty only.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its overall form and visibility.
Seafarers' Memorial
Extent of listing: stone cairn with bronze plaques and anchors.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its form and visibility in a public space.
School, Blackford (former)
Extent of listing: small corrugated iron building and tree plantings.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its external form and internal fittings, and visibility in
the landscape.
Blackford Drain Outlet
Extent of listing: channel with timber retaining walls through the foreshore dunes.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its overall form as an important element of drainage
infrastructure.
Prolific Hut
Extent of listing: small stone masonry cottage.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain its external form and prominent visibility in the
landscape.
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Railway Formation, Reedy Creek
Extent of listing: straight section of railway formation about 1.6km in length, extending
from the Princes Highway parallel with the Lucindale Road to the intersection of Bowaka
Road.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain the overall form of the embankment, particularly the
Reedy Creek culvert, and its visibility in the landscape.
The Granites
Extent of listing: six outcropping granite rocks on the beach and offshore.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain their overall form and prominent visibility.
Cooke Street Precinct
Extent of listing: the Jarman Sawmill complex on Cooke Street between Todd and
Coulthard streets, (consisting of the mill building itself, now the National Trust Museum,
Jarman's house Goodwin Villa alongside, a row of three attached cottages for mill
employees and four other nearby cottages which were associated with the Jarman
works) and another six houses extending north along Cooke Street. See map on page
283.
Aim of conservation policy: to retain the historic character of the precinct and the
contribution the individual buildings make to the streetscape. Four more modern houses
which fall within the boundary of the precinct are not proposed to be subject to heritage
policies, except that any future developments on those allotments should be sympathetic
to their surroundings.
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Appendix 3: Project Brief

KINGSTON DISTRICT COUNCIL

T004/2005

HERITAGE SURVEY OF THE
KINGSTON DISTRICT COUNCIL

PROJECT BRIEF
Peter Bell & Susan Marsden 2008
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1.

BACKGROUND
Since 1983, Heritage South Australia has been pursuing a systematic program of
heritage surveys to identify South Australia’s heritage resources. Councils and other
interested bodies have also been encouraged to undertake local heritage surveys to
meet their planning needs.
The Kingston District Council has decided to proceed with a Heritage Survey.

2.

OBJECTIVES
The primary objective of the Kingston District Council Heritage Survey is to provide an
authoritative description and evaluation of the heritage resources of the Council area for
the purposes of assessment, conservation and planning.
Specifically, the Kingston District Council Heritage Survey will:
a) Review existing places on the State Heritage Register (7 places in total);
b) Make additional recommendations for the entry of places in State Heritage Register;
Note:
These recommendations will also be forwarded to the Australian Heritage
Commission for inclusion on the Register of the National Estate.
c) Make recommendations for the declaration of State Heritage Areas;
d) Identify places of local heritage value within the Council area, for inclusion into Council’s
Development Plan; and
e) Identify areas within the region which could be declared Historic Conservation Zones/Policy
Areas and included in the Development Plan of the Kingston District Council.

3.

REQUIREMENTS
3.1

Overview History

Carry out historical research establishing the principal events and themes that characterise the
physical, cultural and social development of the Kingston District Council area and write an
overview history which will be the basis for the recommendations of the report. It should provide
the basis for the recommendations outlined in Section 2.
The Overview History should take into account the framework for historical assessment set out in
the document South Australian State Historic Preservation Plan : Historical Guidelines,
(Department of Environment and Planning, May 1980) and may require revision in light of the
evidence revealed by fieldwork. It should be clear, succinct and demonstrate familiarity with the
range of historical source materials in existence. A comprehensive bibliography of the relevant
primary and secondary sources (documentary, pictorial and oral) is required.
3.2

Public Consultation
a) Provide a consultation strategy
b) Present a public meeting/workshop to cover:
i) Local Heritage framework and process
ii)
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3.3

Fieldwork

Carry out thorough physical inspection of the Kingston District Council area, to identify, locate and
describe the places which are of heritage value.
This fieldwork should take into account previous assessments in the Kingston District Council area,
including those from Heritage South Australia, the Australian Heritage Commission, the National
Trust of South Australia and other authoritative agencies, and should also be guided by the views
of the local community groups and residents of the Council area.
When a preliminary list of possibly significant places has been drawn up, the Consultant should
contact the owners or occupants of these places and inspect them in more detail. If access is
refused, the Consultant should not persist, but simply report that the request was made and
denied. Evidence of contact with property owners and occupants will be required to be furnished
by the Consultant.
All field observations should be recorded by means of notes, marked maps and photographs,
regardless of the recommendations that may finally arise.
3.4

Recommendations : Places for State Heritage register

Make recommendations for the entry of places in the State Heritage Register, which should reflect
the Overview History.
Any land, building or structure, which meets one or more of the criteria in Section 16 of the
Heritage Act 1993, may be entered in the State Heritage Register, but recommendations should
be restricted to places of significant interest. The places may include building/s, an industrial site,
a monument, a ruin, a vacant area which may be of archaeological significance, a burial place, a
garden, a plantation, a geological site or a variety of other places.
Places of a type which are commonplace or frequently encountered will not be entered in the
Register unless there is some particular aspect of the place which is of significant value.
Criteria and guidelines for the entry of places in the Register area attached. It is essential that a
clear Statement of Heritage Value be given for each recommendation.
The documentation supporting these recommendations should use the pro forma Heritage
Assessment Reports, designed by Heritage South Australia. This pro forma will be available to the
Consultant on computer disk, upon appointment.
The use of the pro forma design will enable the recommendations to be presented directly to the
State Heritage Authority and will facilitate the clerical processes for entry of those places in the
Register.
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3.5

Recommendations : State Heritage Areas

Make recommendations for the declaration of State heritage Areas, which should reflect the
Overview History.
The significance of a State Heritage Area should rest on the qualities which are exceptional, not
commonplace, and it should constitute a continuous and unified area comprised for the most part
of significant fabric, and relatively free from unsympathetic intrusions. Individual places of
particular heritage value (State and local) within the Area should be identified and described.
The boundary of a State Heritage Area should be clearly defined, following cadastral boundaries
where possible, and simple outline. It should take in the continuously significant area without the
addition of a buffer zone.
3.6

Recommendations : Places of Local Heritage Value

Make recommendations for a list of places of local heritage value. These places may include
natural features of local heritage value and should also reflect the Overview History.
The report should include a list of local heritage places which the Consultant considered to be
important to the local community. The level of documentation accompanying each place should be
sufficient to allow the local Council and the community to support the inclusion of the place on their
local heritage list under the Development Plan.
The documentation supporting these recommendations should use pro forma Heritage
Assessment reports, designed by Heritage South Australia. This pro forma will be available to the
Consultant on computer disk, upon appointment.
The use of the pro forma design will enable those recommendations to be easily included in a Plan
Amendment Report, creating a local heritage register under the Development Plan.
3.7

Recommendations : Historic Conservation Zones

Make recommendations for the declaration of Historic Conservation Zones or Policy Areas, which
should reflect Overview History.
Such Historic Conservation Zones/Policy Areas should possess a distinctive historic, architectural
or other character which it is desirable to protect and enhance through the Development Plan,
while not necessarily exhibiting the exceptional merit required of a State Heritage Area. Reporting
and defining a Historic Conservation Zone/Policy Area should be done according to the principles
set out for Section No. 34 (Recommendations : State Heritage Areas).
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4.

PRESENTATION
The Consultant will first submit a draft report of the Kingston District Council Heritage Survey
to the Council for discussion and amendment, at a time agreed in the survey timetable.
The Consultant is to present to the Council, at a Council meeting the master copy of the final
report of the heritage survey in A4 format ready for binding, as well as a copy of the report on
computer disk in a format which can be readily used by the Council.
The final report of the heritage survey is to contain:
a)
b)

c)
d)
e)
f)
g)
h)
i)
j)

5.

An Overview History of the Kingston District Council, providing a context for the
recommendations of the final report;
Recommendations of places for entry in the State Heritage Register using the pro forma
Heritage Assessment reports within accompanying site records, site plans and both black and
white photographs, colour transparencies and digital photos illustrating the context and
significant features of the places proposed for the Register;
Recommendations for State heritage Areas in the form of assessment reports with description
of their significant characteristics, including lists of State and local heritage places,
photographs and boundary plan;
Recommendations for the list of places of local heritage value and the relevant criteria and
extent of listing considered important for conservation;
Recommendations for Historic Conservation Zones/Policy Areas in a similar format to that for
a State Heritage Area, and including a list of places that contribute to the heritage character
A succinct inventory setting out all the places identified, assessed and recommended in b) –
e) above, as well as those places rejected as not being of State or local heritage value;
Maps showing the location of all the State, local and contributory places and areas in b) – e)
above;
A bibliography of documentary and other sources consulted during the historical research for
the overview history and during the assessment of individual places and areas;
An index to the Heritage Assessment Reports, by page number. This order of this index
should be alphabetical by Town/Suburb and Street Name and finally by numerical Street
Number;
An assessment of the impacts of recommendations b) – e) upon the strategies contained in
the Planning Strategy.
TIMETABLE
The survey will commence on 1 October 2005
The survey will be completed by 30 June 2006.
The Consultant will at the commencement of the heritage survey prepare a timetable for the
stages of the survey, to be agreed to by the Council and will advise the Council of any
proposed changes to that timetable.
It is envisaged that draft report will be available to Council by 30 April 2006.
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6.

LIAISON
The Consultant will maintain regular contact with Council officers at all stages of the survey.
The Council contact once the project commences will be Mr Milan Hodak.
The Council will provide letters of introduction and other reasonable assistance to the
Consultant as required. Council will provide property details as required.
The Consultant will consult with the Council about the recommendations, affected area,
particularly concerning any proposed list of local heritage value and Historic Conservation
Zones/Policy Areas.

7.

PAYMENT OF CONSULTANT’S FEE
The Consultant’s fee will be paid in stages to be agreed at the commencement of the heritage
survey.
A final payment, comprising 20% of the total fee, will be made on the completion of the final
report to the satisfaction of the Council.

8.

CONTRACT
The heritage survey will be carried under a standard contract between the Kingston District
Council and the Consultant and according to this Project Brief, which will form the basis of the
contract.
Any amendment to this Project Brief will be done only with written agreement of the
Consultant and the Kingston District Council.

9.

OTHER ISSUES
The Tenderer shall advise Council:

•
•
•

Of the key personnel who will be undertaking the survey and how survey will be
undertaken.
The approximate number of days to be spent in the district for fieldwork and research.
Other resources that will be required from Council.

A Heritage Survey of the South East was undertaken by Danvers Architects in 1984.
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