






































































































PH2 

PHl4-PH18 

PH20 

Burra Street looking southwest from Magpie 
& Stump corner 

View of Centenary Garden in 
& Stump Hotel at official 

View of Magpie & Stump 
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ITEM NO. 12 

NAME: Institute and 
former Council Chambers 

LOCATION MAP 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: 1877 
First link between buildings 1942. 
Recent restoration and alterations 
1986 

ARCHITECT: 

PRESENT OWNER: District Council 
of Clare 

PRESENT USE/OCCUPIER: Public 
meeting hall 

50 

TITLE LISTING: CT. Vol. 2489/Folio 32 

SIGNIFICANCE: State - essential to 
character of State Heritage area 

CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS: 

ADDRESS: Burra Street 

BUILDING MATERIALS: Sandstone, 
corrugated irpn roofing 

BUILDER: 

FIRST OWNER: Stanley District Council 

FIRST USE/OCCUPIER: Institute and 
Council Chambers 

HERITAGE LISTINGS: 
State Heritage Register 

Maintain in good condition. Remove low timber temporary picket fencing. Reinstate 
original picket fencing as viewed in PH2 l and PH24. 

BUILDING HISTORY AND ANALYSIS: 

A meeting of the Stanley District Council was first held on May 5th 1868, the main 
outcome of which was a petition to call on the Government to establish a local court 
there. The Register of June 5th 1868 listed A. Melville, J.P. as Chairman and Patrick 
Dowd, George Faulkner, Daniel Brady and Henry Jolley as Councillors. About 9 years 
after the first meeting the Council Chamber, now known as the Civic or District Hall 
was built. It was linked to the adjoining Institute in 1942, ten years after the Stanley 
District Council was amalgamated with the District Council of Clare. The Civic Hall 
was built in 1877 and the adjacent Institute was built a year later in 1878. 

Mintaro Conservation and Tourism Study - 1988 
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The Institute has been the centre of the town's social, cultural and entertainment act1v1ty. 
It has served as a polling booth and centre for issuing ration books, and on its walls are 
hung the various Honour Rolls of the Fallen as well as prominent local citizens. A 
bio-box was added in 1949 (see PH24 and PH25) and in 1951 it was noted that the Institute 
"· •. was equipped with modern fluorescent lighting, Dunlopillo seats in some chairs, 
a bio-box and an electric tea urn is the centre of communal life". In 1987 the recent 
extension linkage was built and both buildings restored and upgraded. The buildings 
were originally enclosed along the front by picket fencing which survived as late as 
1951 (see PH24). Reinstatement of this picket fencing is strongly recommended. 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION: 

State Heritage Branch Register Report, 3rd September 1982. 

PH2 l, PH24, PH25. 

PH24 

PH25 

PH21 

Mintaro Institute and old Council Chambers 
joined by annexe erected in 1942 

Institute and former Council Chambers 

Institute and Council Chamber showing 
picket fence and gum trees 

1951 

1982 

1936 
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ITEM NO. 13 

NAME: Post Office 

l-o 

~.D 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: 1883 

ARCHITECT: Government Architect 

PRESENT OWNER: A. Benger 

PRESENT USE/OCCUPIER: Post Office 
and Private Residence 

TITLE LISTING: CT. Vol. 4135/Folio 632 

SIGNIFICANCE: State - essential to 
character of State Heritage area 

CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS: 

ADDRESS: Burra Street 

BUILDING MATERIALS: Stone, brick, 
corrugated iron 

BUILDER: 

FIRST OWNER: S.A. Government 

FIRST USE/OCCUPIER: Post Office. 

HERITAGE LISTINGS: 
State Heritage Register 

A simple stone and brick single storey building. The sandstone is tuck pointed with 
black lining and red brick curved plinths. Chimneys are rendered, now painted. The 
north elevation has had an asbestos cement extension with skillion roof added. Simple 
timber window hood to the southern elevation. Building is in good condition and well 
maintained. 

BUILDING HISTORY AND ANALYSIS: 

Mintaro has had a postal service since 1866. This present Post Office was built in 
1883 to a standard design repeated in other country towns. The building passed into 
private ownership in 1930 when it was bought by Frank McNamara for llflOO. 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION: 

State Heritage Register Historical Research Report 
17th September, 1982. 
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ITEM NO. 14 

NAME: Devonshire Hotel and Stables 

LOCATION MAP 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: 1856 

ARCHITECT: 

PRESENT OWNER: Richard Hawker 
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ADDRESS: Burra Street 

BUILDING MATERIALS: Stone, 
corrugated iron 

BUILDER: 

FIRST OWNER: James Torr 

PRESENT USE/OCCUPIER: Private residence FIRST USE/OCCUPIER: Hotel 

TITLE LISTING: CT. Vol. 4135/Folio 633 

SIGNIFICANCE: State - essential to 
character of State Heritage area 

CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS: 

HERITAGE LISTINGS: 
State Heritage Register 
National Trust - Classified 

Continued maintenance and restoration of this building and stable complex is recommended. 
Reinstate original lattice and stone paving as seen in PH26. 
BUILDING HISTORY AND ANALYSIS: 

The Devonshire Hotel was built in 1856. Under the ground floor a basement 60 feet 
long was excavated and set up as a skittles alley. The building served additionally 
as an accommodation house. The hotel gave up its licence in 1898 and became a 
temperance hotel. 

It is a well detailed sandstone building with elegant casement windows to the front 
facade. There is evidence of rising damp to the base of the building. The front verandah 
retains the original slate paving and there is a small remnant of picket verandah 
balustrading. The east elevation of the building is rendered and the chimneys are also 
rendered with the rear east chimney leaning and in poor condition. The charming wrought 
iron gate gives access to the rear and on both sides of the building is a delightful cottage 
garden. The rear stables which are substantial require maintenance and attention. 

This hotel building has been registered by the State Heritage Branch but not individually 
assessed. Accordingly detailed historical research has not been undertaken. 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION: 
Mintaro Chronology - State Heritage Branch. 



PH26a 

PH26 
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Devonshire Hotel 
(photo by W.W. Thwaites) 

Devonshire Arms showing stone paving, 
picket fencing and verandah lattice work 

1870s 

pre-
1981 

Noye 
p.724 



ITEM NO. 15 

NAME: Mintaro Primary School 

LOCATION MAP 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: 1872 

ARCHITECT: Government Architect 

PRESENT OWNER: Education Department 

PRESENT USE/OCCUPIER: School 

TITLE LISTING: CT. Vol. 4035/Folio 778 

SIGNIFICANCE: State - essential to 
character of State Heritage area 

CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS: 
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ADDRESS: End of Church Street 

BUILDING MATERIALS: Stone, 
corrugated iron roof 

BUILDER: 

FIRST OWNER: Central Board of Education 

FIRST USE/OCCUPIER: School 

HERITAGE LISTINGS: 
State Heritage Register 

Maintain building in good condition. Any future extension to school should preferably 
involve the removal of the later corrugated iron lean-to additions. 

BUILDING HISTORY AND ANALYSIS: 

In 1853 the licensed country schools return listed a school at Mintaro with Edward 
James as teacher and an enrolment of 36 pupils (15 boys and 11 girls). The licensing 
of teachers and inspection of schools was under the charge of the Central Board of 
Education at this time. Thomas Gibson took over in 1854 and taught in Mintaro until 
1860 by which time the enrolment had increased to 44 and the curriculum extended. 
There is no record of where this early school was located but it continued until a 
Government primary school building was erected in 1872 on Lot 11. 

The new school building which cost 1:.445, could accommodate 76 pupils and may well 
have been constructed to counteract the competition of the Jesuit sponsored school 
established by James Horan in 1867. James Fry, who was the teacher of the licensed 
school in 1872 and as such had instigated the approach to the Central Board of Education 
for the new building, was appointed headmaster of the primary school. He remained 
in that position until 1902. 

Mintaro Conservation and Tourism Study - 1988 
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The original school building consisted of a schoolroom (34 ft x 18 ft) with an attached 
residence. The residential section was enlarged some time during the 1890s presumably 
as Fry's family increased in size. In 1922 when the school enrolment reached l 05 pupils 
modifications were undertaken and the residential section converted to classroom use. 
A new residence was built a short distance from the school at this time. The number 
of pupils enrolled at the school has continued to fluctuate, the peak was 106 pupils in 
1923, but the average number has been between 30-40 children. 

The building is well maintained and survives substantially intact apart from later 
unsympathetic corrugated iron lean-to additions. It retains a simple belfry and a well 
detailed stone and slate chimney. 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION: 

State Heritage Register Report prepared by Kate McDougall, 
8 October 1982. 

PH27 Mir.itaro Primary School 1936 
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ITEM NO. 16 

NAME: Thompson Priest's House and Office ADDRESS: Hill Street 

Cl 

.rA 

'"'""'':;_~{~=, =N====::.O ff. I o"T)~~· ........ 

LOCATION MAP 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: c.1855 

ARCHITECT: 

PRESENT OWNER: W. & R. Dickson 

PRESENT USE/OCCUPIER: Residence 
adjacent accommodation house 

TITLE LISTING: CT. Vol. 3225/Folio 112 

SIGNIFICANCE: State - essential to 
character of State Heritage area 

CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS: 

BUILDING MATERIALS: Slate, 
corrugated iron roof 

BUILDER: 

FIRST OWNER: Thompson Priest 

FIRST USE/OCCUPIER: House and 
office 

HERITAGE LISTINGS: 
State Heritage Register 

Maintain buildings in good condition. Current use of original office building is sympathetic 
Original fencing in front of house should be retained. 

BUILDING HISTORY AND ANALYSIS: 

After Mintaro was laid out by Joseph Gilbert, Allotment 33 was purchased by the baker, 
Robert Reynolds in 1854. Only two months later however Reynolds re-sold the land 
to Peter Brady for his original purchase price of i:,10. On November 1st 1855 Thompson 
Priest purchased the property for l30 and it is probable that he built his residence 
soon afterwards. By 1867 Priest was assessed for a house of 4 rooms, a garden and 
stables. In the mid-1850s Priest began to work the Mintaro Slate Quarry, which at 
first he rented from John Smith (the owner of several other land parcels as well as 
the Magpie & Stump Hotel and the flour mill). From 1859, Priest leased the mine 
for UDO per annum. 

Mintaro Conservation and Tourism Study - 1988 
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During Priest's operation Mintaro slate received an honourable mention at the London 
International Exhibition of 1862 and by the 1880s about 50 men were employed there 
extracting, cutting and shaping the slate. Priest was responsible for carving and signing 
many of the tombstones made from the quarry which survive in the cemetery. 

The cottage was originally a simple double fronted gable roof structure but the central 
valley has been subsequently infilled to form a skillion roof arrangement as has the 
cottage at Lot 80 (Item No. 10). The facade is a mixture of random stone and slate 
construction with projecting brick chimneys. The simple square office building is erected 
in slate with a fine slate chimney surviving intact. The original internal slate dividing 
wall has been removed and the slates now used for the adjacent new cottage verandah 
floor. 

The adjacent antique show room was erected in 1986 out of local slate. The verandah 
on the residence was extended in 1985 with the addition of the western verandah. 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION: 

State Heritage Register Report 1982. 

Mintaro Conservation and Tourism Study - 1988 
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ITEM NO. 17 

NAME: Edwin Priest's House and Stables 

' 
,o ' if 

'~" .,,. 
f,::. 

LOCATION MAP 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: Unknown, 
c.1860 ? 

ARCHITECT: 

PRESENT OWNER: Rex Midwinter 

PRESENT USE/OCCUPIER: House 
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ADDRESS: Part Lot 33, Hill Street 

BUILDING MATERIALS: Slate walling, 
corrugated iron roof 

BUILDER: 

FIRST OWNER: Edwin Priest 

FIRST USE/OCCUPIER: House 

TITLE LISTING: CT. Vol. 3225/Folio 113 part Allotment 33, Section 187 

SIGNIFICANCE: State - essential to the 
character of State Heritage area 

CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS: 

HERITAGE LISTINGS: 
State Heritage Register 

Maintenance of this building is strongly recommended to arrest any deterioration. 
The verandah to the eastern facade has been removed and there is evidence of rising 
damp below the windows on this elevation. Stable building while in good condition 
requires maintenance to prevent deterioration. 

BUILDING HISTORY AND ANALYSIS: 

After Min taro was laid out by Joseph Gilbert, Allotment 33 was purchased by the baker, 
Robert Reynolds in 1854. Only two months later however Reynolds sold the land to 
Peter Brady for his original purchase price of t.10. On November 1st 1855, Thompson 
Priest purchased the property for 1:.30. Thompson's son, Edwin Girdlestone, first appears 
in the 1884 Almanac listed as quarry manager after his father "the quarry proprietor". 
E.G. Priest died in January 1902 and his allotment (No. 33) was divided in 1941 with 
the western portion including the house and stables transferred to Yvonne Ashley Gosse. 

Mintaro Conservation and Tourism Study - 1988 
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The house is substantial and well detailed with a brick chimney to the rear and fine 
slate chimney to to the body of the house. The front eastern facade has undergone 
some change with original window opening now in filled and the verandah removed. 

The stone stable building is particularly fine with carefully cut dimension slate pieces 
forming the door and window surrounds. It is a particularly fine use of the local Mintaro 
slate. 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION: 

State Heritage Register Report 

Stables 

Mintaro Conservation and Tourism Study - 1988 



ITEM NO. 18 

NAME: House (Lilac Cottage) 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: not known 

ARCHITECT: 

PRESENT OWNER: 

PRESENT USE/OCCUPIER: 

62 

ADDRESS: Hill Street 

BUILDING MATERIALS: Slate, 
shingle roof 

BUILDER: 

FIRST OWNER: 

FIRST USE/OCCUPIER: 

TITLE LISTING: CT. 4217/949 Part Allotment 32, Section 187 

SIGNIFICANCE: Local - contributes HERITAGE LISTINGS: 
to the character of State Heritage area 

CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS: 

This recently restored cottage could be softened by the introduction of some appropriate 
landscaping. 

BUILDING HISTORY AND ANALYSIS: 

A simple hip roofed cottage constructed in random stone and slate which has recently 
been restored. It was formerly owned by Jimmy Ryan, a stone cutter from the Mintaro 
Quarry. No other historical information is known about this house. 

Mintaro Conservation and Tourism Study - 1988 
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ITEM NO. 19 

NAME: F. Leighton's house, outbuildings 
and stone wall 

LOCATION MAP 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: c.1855 ? 

ARCHITECT: 

PRESENT OWNER: M. Stanley and 
F. Gerard 

PRESENT USE/OCCUPIER: House 

TITLE LISTING: CT. Vol. 4110/Folio 214 

SIGNIFICANCE: State - essential to 
character of State Heritage area 

CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS: 

ADDRESS: Part Lot 35, Hill Street 

BUILDING MATERIALS: Stone, 
corrugated iron roof. 

BUILDER: 

FIRST OWNER: Frederick Leighton 

FIRST USE/OCCUPIER: House 

HERITAGE LISTINGS: 

Continued maintenance and restoration of this house is recommended. 

BUILDING· HISTORY AND ANALYSIS: 

Allotment 35 on which this house is erected was purchased by Matthew Bailey Muir, 
a publican, in 1852. Muir then re-sold the property to Frederick Leighton, the 
blacksmith, in 1855, who probably built the stone house or the first section at least 
soon afterwards. By 1867 Leighton was a~sessed for a blacksmith's forge and a shop 
on Allotment 36 and his house on Allotment 35. Leighton died in 1889 and the property 
passed to his wife and daughter Sara Ann Rowlands (in trust). Storekeeper, W.E. Giles, 
leased the property between 1892 and 1895 and in 1909 it lapsed to the Forth family. 
Although the later addition to the residence incoporates two large windows flanking 
the central door reports that the building was once used as a bank have not been confirmed, 
although Giles could have traded from this building. 

Mintaro Conservation and Tourism Study - 1988 



64 

In the 1884 Almanack, N.M.L. Eddington was the manager of the National Bank until 
1890 when J.V. Lees was appointed. In addition postmistress S. Talbot was listed in 
the 1910 Almanack as manageress for the Savings Bank. 

These buildings now form part of the Mintaro Mews complex which is an essential part 
of the character of Mintaro. The new slate walls have been well constructed and make 
a notable addition to the townscape. These walls were erected on the footings of 
original slate walls. 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION: 

State Heritage Register Report, 24th August 1982. 

Mintaro Conservation and.Tourism Study - 1988 



ITEM NO. 20 

NAME: House 

LOCATION MAP 

CONSTRUCTION DA TE: unknown, 
c.1880s ? 

ARCHITECT: 

PRESENT OWNER: John Pope 

PRESENT USE/OCCUPIER: House 
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ADDRESS: Hill Street 

BUILDING MATERIALS: Sandstone, 
corrugated iron roof 

BUILDER: 

FIRST OWNER: Unkno\lln 

FIRST USE/OCCUPIER: House 

TITLE LISTING: CT. 854/ 172, part allotment 31 

SIGNIFICANCE: Local - contributes to HERITAGE LISTINGS: 
the character of the State Heritage area 

CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Reinstatement of original detailing as seen in PH28 is strongly recommended. This 
would involve reinstatement of simple cast iron detailing to verandah and a traditional 
colour scheme. Removal of plaster work to walls has recently been undertaken and 
is to be completed above verandah level. Removal of low slate wall at the foot of 
the verandah is strongly recommended as part of the verandah restoration programme. 

BUILDING HISTORY AND ANALYSIS: 

Little is known about this building except it was previously the residence of the Crawfords 
who operated the store in Burra Street (Item No. 7). An early photograph dated c.1936 
(PH28) shows the house with original cast iron detailing and even at this date rising 
damp is visible in the walls. 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION: 

Mr. Tom Hill, and PH28, a photograph held by Mr. Tom Hill and dated c.1936. 
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PH28 Pulfords House, now J. Pope residence c/1936 T. Hill 



ITEM NO. 21 

NAME: Robinson's Cottage 

LOCATION MAP 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: unknown 
originally c.1850s 

ARCHITECT: 

PRESENT OWNER: 

67 

PRESENT USE/OCCUPIER: John Pope 

ADDRESS: Hill Street 

BUILDING MATERIALS: Stone based 
walls, stone walling 

BUILDER: 

FIRST OWNER: 

FIRST USE/OCCUPIER: House 

TITLE LISTING: Limited Title C7 5, Allotment 28, Section 187 

SIGNIFICANCE: Local - contributes to 
character of State Heritage area 

CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Maintain building to prevent deterioration. 

BUILDING HISTORY AND ANALYSIS: 

HERITAGE LISTINGS: 

Despite significant changes to this building which involved rebuilding the top of the 
walls and gable end in concrete form work this building retains an overall cottage 
form and detailing. The artemisia hedge in front of the cottage is particularly 
significant and forms one of the best examples of this type of hedge in the town. 
This allotment was assessed in 1857 and contained a house belonging to Samuel Robinson. 

Mintaro Conservation and Tourism Study - 1988 
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ITEM NO. 22 

NAME: House and small semi-ruined cottage ADDRESS: King Street 

d 

10 \,£A~l~~.;-.ti) 

--~ ff/j"" N "~~~", 
LOCATION MAP 

CONSTRUCTION DA TE: 

ARCHITECT: 

PRESENT OWNER: D. Smith 

PRESENT USE/OCCUPIER: House 

BUILDING MATERIALS: Rendered 
stone, corrugated iron roof, later 
brick extension, a stone wall and 
corrugated iron to small cottage 

BUILDER: 

FIRST OWNER: 

FIRST USE/OCCUPIER: 

TITLE LISTING: Allotments 44, 45, Section 318 

SIGNIFICANCE: Local - buildings contribute HERITAGE LISTINGS: 
to character of State Heritage area 

CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Retention and re-use of the early stone cottage which now serves as an outbuilding 
is strongly recommended which will involve removal of rampant creeper on building, 
rebuilding of brick chimney and general repairs and maintenance to walls and joinery. 
In the long term restoration of the house is also recommended. 

BUILDING HISTORY AND ANALYSIS: 

Nothing is known about the construction date of these two cottages. However the small 
slate cottage now an outbuilding appears to have been erected earlier (c.1860s ?) and 
was previously lived in by a Mr. Ted Scarfe, a farmer. This building is presently not 
used. The house has been extended in an unsympathetic manner to the original historic 
character of the cottage. Generally the body of the house is in good condition. The 
overall age and. form of these houses make a contribution to the character of Min taro. 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION: 

Mr. Tom Hill, Mintaro. 
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Early stone cottage, now outbuilding 
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ITEM NO. 23 

NAME: Corrugated iron house 

LOCATION MAP 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: c.1911/ 

ARCHITECT: 

PRESENT OWNER: J. & P. Watts 

PRESENT USE/OCCUPIER: House 

TITLE LISTING: 

SIGNIFICANCE: Local - form, fenestration 
and verandah detailing of this building 
contribute to the character of the State 
Heritage area 

CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS: 

ADDRESS: King Street 

BUILDING MATERIALS: Timber walls 
reclad recently in horizontal corrugated 
iron, metal tile roofing 

BUILDER: 

FIRST OWNER: 

FIRST USE/OCCUPIER: House 

HERITAGE LISTINGS: 

Replacement of later metal tiled roof with corrugated iron roof is recommended. 

BUILDING HISTORY AND ANALYSIS: 

This building was reputedly built in about 1911/ out of timber but has been reclad recently 
with horizontal galvanised iron. The roof also has been resurfaced in unsympathetic 
metal tiles. This building is rare in Mintaro and deviates from the normal construction 
material of stone and slate. However the building form and overall detailing is sympathe· 
to the character of the town. 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION: 

Mr. Tom Hill, Mintaro 
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ITEM NO. 24-

NAME: Methodist Church Group 
(Hall and Church) 

LOCATION MAP 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: First Church 
(now Hall) 1854-; larger Church 1867 

ARCHITECT: Plans prepared by the 
Board of Trustees 

PRESENT OWNER: Methodist Church 

PRESENT USE/OCCUPIER: Church and 
Hall 

TITLE LISTING: 

SIGNIFICANCE: State - essential to 
the character of the State Heritage 
area 

CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS: 

71 

ADDRESS: Lot 8, Stein Street 

BUILDING MATERIALS: Rubble stone, 
corrugated iron roof 

BUILDER: Messrs. Jenkins & Blackley 
(1854- Church). Mr. Jones 0867 Church) 

FIRST OWNER: Wesleyean Methodists 

FIRST USE/OCCUPIER: Church, Church 
and Hall 

HERITAGE LISTINGS: 
State Heritage Register 
National Trust - Recorded 

The buildings are generally in good condition. However, there is evidence of rising 
damp and falling damp which should be attended to. The coping stones of slate to 
the Hall are slipping and require attention. The rear wall to the Church which is 
rendered is damp internally and the source of dampness should be investigated. 

BUILDING HISTORY AND ANALYSIS: 

The two most prominent religious denominations in Mintaro last century were the 
WesleY;ean Methodists and the Roman Catholics but together with the Primitive 
Methodists and the Bible Christians who appear to have owned a house of four rooms 
in 1867 to 1868, Methodism clearly dominated the religious life of the town. 
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Many of the early pioneers of the town and district were active Methodists such as 
Edward Tralaggan, Thompson Priest, James Torr, George Sandow, Henry Jolley, and 
others. These settlers supported the establishment of the first Wesleyean Methodist 
church which was built in 1854- at a cost of 1:.150. The builders were Messrs. Jenkins, 
J. Jenkins and Blackley and according to the original Mintaro Trustee Minute Books 
still held by the Church, it was resolved .•. "that the Chapel be built according to 
the plan laid before the meeting by the Chairman namely of stone 20 x 30 feet inside 
and 13 feet walls in height, that the walls be 20 inches thick from the basement, that 
there shall be a door in front and one at the back of the Chapel, and two windows in 
each side of the Chapel." On June 23rd 1853 it was "resolved that the Brethren do 
all in their power to procure a mason to build the said Chapel". 

The 1854- Wesleyean Church was the first church built in Mintaro followed by St. Mary's 
Roman Catholic Church which was dedicated in 1856. With the development of the 
slate quarry by Thompson Priest in the 1860s which employed l/.0-50 men it appears 
that more Cornish people had been attracted to the town. As well as this, miners 
from Burra who had gone to the Victorian gold rush and "had been careful of their 
gold bought for themselves sections of land and set up homes. It was this type that 
settled about Clare to Auburn Districts." Hence the population of Mintaro itself grew 
and also the proportion of the town that were practising Methodists. This led to the 
completion of the Primitive Methodist Chapel in 1860 opposite, which was to be later 
sold to the Anglican Church. 

In 1867 the larger Wesleyean Methodist Church was built and dedicated in May of that 
year. This building was renovated in 1914- at a cost of 1:.72.lOs. and a wunderlich ceiling 
added. Redecoration was again carried out in 1934-. 

These two buildings are significant because they illustrate different stages in growth 
of the Wesleyean Methodist Church in Mintaro. They are visually important together 
with the now Anglican Church and serve as visually introductory elements to Mintaro 
on the main r.oad from Clare, and as a pleasant visual grouping oriented around a 
common space and dominated by large pine trees, one of which has recently fallen 
down. 

The 1854- Church is an excellent example of a late primitive church with stone detailing 
which is rare in Mintaro. The 1867 Church is more sophisticated Victorian Gothic. 
There is additional visual emphasis on the front facade with corner buttresses, a small 
tower/spire, carved stone scroll and a slightly projecting porch. 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION: 

State Heritage Register Report prepared by Annely Aeuckens, 22nd September 1981. 
Mintaro Trustee Minute Books held at the Methodist Church. 
Early illustrations: PH29, original primitive watercolour undertaken late 1850s. 
PH30, 1936 view of 1867 Church. 
PH31, 1967 view of 1867 Church. 
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PH29 

PH30 

View (painting) of Methodist Church and 
Manse prior to Manse extension 

Methodist Church 

PH31 Methodist Church 

c.1890 

1936 

Painting 
in Church 

LCM 

1967 



ITEM NO. 25 

NAME: Methodist Church Manse 

LOCATION MAP 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: First section 
1859, northern wing 1891 

ARCHITECT: 

PRESENT OWNER: C. Hean 

PRESENT USE/OCCUPIER: House 

TITLE LISTING: CT. Vol. 3868/Folio 84 

SIGNIFICANCE: State - essential to 
character of State Heritage area 

CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS: 

74 

ADDRESS: Stein Street 

BUILDING MATERIALS: Stone, corrugated 
iron roof 

BUILDER: Mr. John Pearce; 
woodwork - ·Mr. Jolley; internal 
plastering - Mr. Thompson Priest. 
H.D. Jolley - 1891 extension. 

FIRST OWNER: Wesleyean Church 

FIRST USE/OCCUPIER: Parsonage 

HERITAGE LISTINGS: 
State Heritage Register 

House appears generally in good condition but is in need of repair with attention paid 
to gutters, downpipes, roofing and tops of chimneys which require repointing. It is 
strongly recommended that the verandah be restored to original detailing as shown 
in PH32. 

BUILDING HISTORY AND ANALYSIS: 

The Wesleyean Parsonage was built in 1859 close to the 1854 Church and at the time 
of building was referred to as "the Mission House". The house had two rooms 14 feet 
x 14 feet in front and one at the back 14 feet x 12 feet with a passage 4 feet 6 inches 
wide and walls 11 feet 6 inches high and 18 inches thick. It was built in the southeast 
corner of the Chapel acre by Mr. John Pearce. The woodwork was let to Mr. Jolley 
... Mr. Thompson Priest plastered the inside walls of the house. 

Mintaro Conservation and Tourism Study - 1988 
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An early 1850s view of the original Parsonage and first Church is visible in PH29, an 
original watercolour held by the Church, showing this simple rectangular cottage prior 
to the later addition. This cottage was substantially added to in 1891 when "three 
rooms and a passage on the northern side of the house were built by Mr. H.D. Jolley 
for l2lf9.10s. to the design by Reverend S. Rossiter. 

This original Parsonage has been subdivided from the Church group and sold separately. 
A carport entrance has been added to the Stein Street wing which does not enhance 
the appearance of this once charming early cottage. In the long term it is recommended 
that this carport be removed and the 1859 cottage be restored. 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION: 

State Heritage Register Report prepared by Annely Aeuckens, 22nd September 1981. 
Early 1850s illustration, PH29 (original watercolour painting held by Church). 

PH32 
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PH32 Methodist Church Manse John Pope 
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ITEM NO. 26 

NAME: Mintaro Cottage 

LOCATION MAP 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: 

ARCHITECT: 

PRESENT OWNER: 

PRESENT USE/OCCUPIER: 

TITLE LISTING: 

SIGNIFICANCE: building form only 
- local significance 

ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: 

77 

ADDRESS: Stein Street 

BUILDING MATERIALS: Rendered stone 

BUILDER: 

FIRST OWNER: 

FIRST USE/OCCUPIER: 

HERITAGE LISTINGS: 

An early cottage now totally defaced by cement rendering. Replacement of all windows, 
joinery and front door and rebuilding of verandah provides an example of a totally 
altered and defaced early cottage. 

Mintaro Conservation and Tourism Study - 1988 



ITEM NO. 27 

NAME: Teachers Residence 

LOCATION MAP 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: 1921 

ARCHITECT: Within Department of 
Education 

78 

PRESENT OWNER: Education Department 

PRESENT USE/OCCUPIER: Teachers 
Residence 

TITLE LISTING: CT. Vol. 3178/Folio 17 

SIGNIFICANCE: Local - contributes to 
the character of State Heritage area 

CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS: 

ADDRESS: Stein Street 

BUILDING MATERIALS: Stone and 
red brick 

BUILDER: 

FIRST OWNER: Education Department 

FIRST USE/OCCUPIER: Teachers Residenc 

HERITAGE LISTINGS: 

Remove later verandah infill and restore to original appearance. 

BUILDING HISTORY AND ANALYSIS: 

A simple 1921 sandstone and brick quoined cottage in good condition. The northern 
chimney requires that. coping bricks be reinstated. It is generally well maintained and 
in good condition. Original early drawings are held by the Education Department Records 
dated 1921. 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION: 

Education Department Records-early drawings dated 1921. 

Mintaro Conservation and Tourism Study - 1988 
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ITEM NO. 28 

NAME: Residence 

LOCATION MAP 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: c.1860 ? 

ARCHITECT: 

PRESENT OWNER: Mrs. Juggins 

PRESENT USE/OCCUPIER: House 

TITLE LISTING: CT 95/207 

SIGNIFICANCE: State - essential to 
character of State Heritage area 

ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: 

80 

ADDRESS: Young Street 

BUILDING MATERIALS: Slate brick, 
corrugated iron roof 

BUILDER: 

FIRST OWNER: 

FIRST USE/OCCUPIER: House 

HERITAGE LISTINGS: 

A typical Mintaro slate and brick cottage in need of attention and maintenance. This 
building is visible in PH4A where it is seen without the present verandah. Restoration 
of this building is recommended and retention of established garden planting is also 
advised including the delicate wrought iron gate which gives access to the house. 
The 1867 Rate Assessment describes a stone house of two rooms owned by John 
Tucker on this allotment, No. 30. 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION: 

PH4A View of cottage in early 70s: 



ITEM NO. 29 

NAME: Millers House 

0 ,:,1>-1 
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LOCATION MAP 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: c.1860 

ARCHITECT: 

PRESENT OWNER: P. Rosse 

PRESENT USE/OCCUPIER: House 

81 

TITLE LISTING: Allotment 21, Section 187 

SIGNIFICANCE: State - essential to 
character of State Heritage area 

CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS: 

ADDRESS: Lot 21, corner Church and 
Young Street 

BUILDING MATERIALS: Sandstone, 
brick and corrugated iron 

BUILDER: 

FIRST OWNER: Thomas Miller 

FIRST USE/OCCUPIER: House 

HERITAGE LISTINGS: 
State Heritage Register 
National Trust - Classified 

This building should be continued to be maintained in good condition. 

BUILDING HISTORY AND ANALYSIS: 

Thomas Miller purchased Mintaro Lot 21 as well as the adjoining Lots 20 and 40 in 
February 1853 and although Miller does not appear in the 1867 assessment book the 
choice of construction materials and general form of the house suggest it was built 
shortly after his land purchase. Inspection of the house indicates that there were at 
least two building stages and the original timber shingle roof was a lower hip and valley 
arrangement. The present pyramidal roof on the northern wing evolved when the house 
was re-roofed and the four ridges were continued to the present height. 

This building at the top of the hill forms a major landmark in Mintaro and is of great 
significance. It typifies an early domestic building which changed and evolved through 
a number of years of alteration. The stone walling associated with the house and the 
slate paving to verandahs is also significant. 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION: 
State Heritage Register Report 
PH4A - view of house in early 1870s. 

l 0th August 1982 
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ITEM NO. 30 

NAME: House 

0 

LOCATION MAP 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: c.1860 ? 

ARCHITECT: 

PRESENT OWNER: Robert Davies 

PRESENT USE/OCCUPIER: House 

TITLE LISTING: CT. Vol. IJ.183/Folio 30 

SIGNIFICANCE: State - essential to 
character of State Heritage area 

CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS: 

ADDRESS: Lot 65 Young Street, 
corner Church Street 

BUILDING MATERIALS: Random stone, 
corrugated iron 

BUILDER: 

FIRST OWNER: Anglican Church 

FIRST USE/OCCUPIER: House, Church ? 

HERITAGE LISTINGS: 
State Heritage Register 
National Trust - Classified 

Cottage in need of general maintenance including re-roofing of front verandah. 
Repairing/replacing of gutters in ogee profile guttering and replacement of fascia board. 
Both chimneys are in need of capping/repointing at the tops. General maintenance and 
restoration work required. 

BUILDING HISTORY AND ANALYSIS: 

Although this building is locally known as the first Primitive Methodist Church this 
fact has not been established. The Anglicans were the first to purchase the property 
in June l-856 and the small structure could well have been erected soon afterwards 
to serve perhaps as a combined residence and church. The Gothic windows at the front 
as well as this building's location in Church Street tend to suggest ecclesiastical function 
Reference to an Anglican place of worship in Mintaro are scant but relevant snippets 
of information which appear in the official Church of England Year Books are worth 
repeating h<:'re. 
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Mintaro's Anglicans were under the clergy of Reverend W. Wood of St. Barnabas, Clare, 
and first mention of Mintaro was made in the 1856-57 Year Book. In the 1869-70 issue 
the remark was made that there was a lack of church attendance in the whole district 
and by 1876 schoolmaster James Fry became the new owner of the property. In the 
1889-90 Year Book first mention was made of a building in Mintaro with a seating 
capacity of 30. Four years later it was noted that greater efforts were being made 
to re-establish Sunday services at Mintaro but response was low and a suitable building 
was not feasible. Rosina Mortlock of Martindale was instrumental in resurrecting 
Anglicanism in Mintaro and as a result of her persistence and financial backing the 
former Primitive Methodist complex across Young Street in Lot 23 was purchased by 
the Anglican Church in 1905. 

This is a simple hip r-oofed sandstone cottage with charming lancet windows to the 
front elevation, one unfortunately occupied by an airconditioning unit. 

SOURCES OF INFORMA T!ON: 

State Heritage Register Report 3th October 1982. 

Pl-133 
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ITEM NO. 31 

NAME: House 

LOCATION MAP 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: 1860s 

ARCHITECT: 

PRESENT OWNER: R. Davis 

P.RESENT USE/OCCUPIER: House 

TITLE LISTING: CT. Vol. 4182/Folio 152 

SIGNIFICANCE: State - essential to 
character of State Heritage area 

CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS: 

85 

ADDRESS: Lot 66 Young Street 

BUILDING MATERIALS: Stone and 
slate, corrugated iron roof 

BUILDER: 

FIRST OWNER: Richard Lathlean 

FIRST USE/OCCUPIER: House 

HERITAGE LISTINGS: 
State Heritage Register 

Roofing and guttering throughout needs repairing or replacement and the two missing 
cast iron brackets should be reinstated. The rear circular chimney is in need of repair 
as is the eastern chimney from the 1870s extension. Building generally in need of 
maintenance and restoration. 

BUILDING HISTORY AND ANALYSIS: 

Former Allotment No. 10 (now Lot 66). was purchased by Isaac Duance, a labourer, 
in 1855. Storekeeper Richard Lathlean who already owned shops and residences on 
Lot 38 became the new owner in November 1869. In 1872 the same year that the 
Mintaro Primary School was opened teacher James Fry acquired Lot 10 and four years 
later also the adjoining Allotment 22 (now Lot 63, 64, 65). This building indicates 
several construction stages progressing from the western round chimney to the projecting 
1870s villa front. 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION: 

State Heritage Register Report 8th October 1982. 

l 
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ITEM NO. 32 

NAME: St. Peter's Anglican Church ADDRESS: Lot 23, Young Street 

LOCATION MAP 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: 1859 BUILDING MATERIALS: Rubble, sandstone, 
brick quoins, corrugated iron roof, 
pressed metal sheeting to west wall 

ARCHITECT: Plans prepared by BUILDER: Mr. Arthur of Mancera 
Rev. W. Eugene Perrin, Rector 
of Unley 

PRESENT OWNER: Anglican Church FIRST OWNER: Methodists 

PRESENT USE/OCCUPIER: Anglican Church FIRST USE/OCCUPIER: Primitive Methodists 
Chapel 

TITLE LISTING: Limited Title Vol. C. Folio 87 

SIGNIFICANCE: State - essential to 
character of State HerM:age area 

CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS: 

HERITAGE LISTINGS: 
State Heritage Register 

External restoration of Church would involve careful removal of paint to brick quoins, 
reinstatment of original ogee profile guttering, reinstatment of original windows to 
elevation. 

BUILDING HISTORY AND ANALYSIS: 

A simple Victorian Gothic church comprising one room, porch, gable roof. It was originally 
built as a Primitive Methodist Chapel in 1859 which closed in 1893 and remained unused 
till its conversion to the Anglican Church in 1905. 

In the Church of England Yearbook of 1894 it is noted that, "Great efforts 
have been made to re-establish a Sunday service at Mintaro, but hitherto 
without success. There are so few who would attend our church that they 
will not be responsible for the expense of renting a suitable building" (l) 
Despite this apparent lack of enthusiasm, however, fortnightly services 
were eventually conducted in the Institute building from March, 1903, to 
August, 1905, by the Reverend Frank Sewell, Anglican Minister for Auburn 
and district. 
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"In the month of March, 1905, Rosina Forsyth Mortlock (wife of William 
Tennant Mortlock, owner of "Martindale" station) conunenced .the movement 
for providing a permanent building for church purposes. 

In that month a meeting was called by the Rev. F. Sewell, presided 
over by the Archdeacon of the district, the Ven. Archdeacon Russell, at 
which it was decided to purchase an old disused protestant meeting 
house, which had been used originally by the Primitive Methodist sect, 
now unrepresented in the village". (2) The church and land (including a 
four-roomed house and stable, later demolished to build a small Sunday 
school, which was itself demolished sometime between 1972 and 1981) was 
then bought from a Mr. Sydney Torr at a cost of ninety pounds. "A 
contract was entered into with Mr. Arthur of Manoora to make good the 
structure, to alter certain arrangements, and to erect others according 
to plans furnished by the Rev. W. Eugene Perrin, Rector of Unley". (3) 

The restoration of the Church cost one hundred and twenty one pounds 
seventeen shillings with furnishings at thirtynine pounds nine shillings; 
the dedication took place on 17 August, 1905, and the church was renamed 
after the patron saint of St. Peter. The Mortlocks strongly suppcrted 
the establishment of the church including the donation of numerous 
embelishments such as the altar candlesticks, and altar paintings added 
in 1914. Evidence suggests that without the instigation of the Mortlocks, 
the Anglican church may well have decided not to acquire the old Primitive 
Methodist chapel. In effect this building has a two-fold historical 
significance, being linked with the growth of Methodism in Mintaro in the 
1850s and 1860s, and also, in latter times, illustrating the social 
influence of the large pastoralists in the district who by and large 
suppcrted the Anglican faith because of their "social station". 

Sources 

Vestry Record in St. John's Anglican Church, Mintaro. (2) and (3). 
1894 Church of England Yearbook Page 335 (1) 
"Methodism in Auburn and District", Rev. Ian Paull, 1961 Page 13. 

PH34 St. Peter's Anglican Church 1936 
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ITEM NO. 33 

NAME: Wakefield Cottage 

LOCATION MAP 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: 1860s ? 

ARCHITECT: 

PRESENT OWNER: J. & G. Redley 

PRESENT USE/OCCUPIER: House 

TITLE LISTING: CT. Vol. 4023/Folio 637 

SIGNIFICANCE: State - essential to 
character of State Heritage area 

CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS: 

ADDRESS: Allotment 77, Wakefield Street 

BUILDING MATERIALS: Slate, recent 
timber shingle roof 

BUILDER: 

FIRST OWNER: John Smith 

FIRST USE/OCCUPIER: House 

HERITAGE LISTINGS: 
State Heritage Register 
National Trust - Classified 

Building is well maintained and in good condition. Deterioration to mortar on northern 
face. 

BUILDING HISTORY AND ANALYSIS: 

This house was originally 4 rooms ei-ected in the 1860s and the late projecting gable 
front was added at a later time. 

This cottage is located on Lot 77 of the first subdivision of Section 
187 made by Henry and Joseph Gilbert in 1849. 

Edward Jones bought Lots 76 and 77 from Joseph Gilbert in 1851. The 
price was the usual £10 per Lot. Then in 1857, Jones sold them to 
William Hughes. Both Hughes and Jones are described as 'yeomen'. 

John Smith bought the allotments in 1858, the same year that he 
purchased the Magpie & Stump Hote.l and ·the property on which he built 
the flour mill. From 1858 until the time of Smith's death in 1876, 
the house which was built on Lot 77 was closely associated with the 
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Smith ·family. In 1867, John Smith and his sons, Jesse and Aaron, 
were occupying three houses in the section, all owned by John Smith, 
according to the Clare and District Assessment Book of 1866-7. The 
house and garden on Lot 77 were bequea.thed to Smith's wife, Mary, in 
1876. 

The house was originally four roomed but was subsequently enlarged with 
a projecting wing to create a villa front. 

After 1877, the house passed through the hands of a number of owners 
including James S. Torr and William Skuse, both members of families 
which settled in Mintaro in the early stages of its development. 

In 1924, Lots 77 and 76 became the property of Frederick R.T. Mortlock 
of Martindale Hal 1. The Mortlocks owned other property in Mintaro 
at· the time, including Mintaro Mews and the stables behind. 

A photograph taken in 1974 shows the original shingles which survived 
under a later corrugated iron roof. 

The house has since been restored. 

Sources 

G.R.O. Search No. 795 
Clare and District Assessment Book 1866-7. 
S.A.A. 831628 

PH35 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION: 

State Heritage Branch assessment, 1982. 

Wakefield Street Cottage 
(urd<>.1-&!) 
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ITEM NO. 34 

NAME: Flour Mill Walls 
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LOCATION MAP 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: 1859 

ARCHITECT: 

PRESENT OWNER: Martin Smith 

PRESENT USE/OCCUPIER: Ruin 

TITLE LISTING: CT. Vol. 1777/Folio 51 

SIGNIFICANCE: State - essential to 
character of State Heritage area 

CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS: 
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ADDRESS: Lot 5, Wakefield Street 

BUILDING MATERIALS: Random stone, 
stone slate, hardwood timber lintels 

BUILDER: 

FIRST OWNER: John Smith 

FIRST USE/OCCUPIER: Flour Mill 

HERITAGE LISTINGS: 
State Heritage Register 

This building without a roof is deteriorating fast. The building should be restored using 
evidence from early photographs (PH14, PH23, PH%). Walls should be stabilised by 
rendering the .top exposed wall to prevent further deterioration. 

BUILDING HISTORY AND ANALYSIS: 

This flour mill is a fairly typical three level industrial structure but its individual barrel 
roof (now removed) and local building techniques makes it of architectural significance. 
It serves as an important reminder of Mintaro's agricultural activity especially in its 
role as a service and supply town to Burra. This was prior to the town receiving national 
and international recognition for its slate industry. 

First mention of the mill was made in the Register of July 31, 1858, 
when the announcement was made that "Mr. Smith, late of Burra and now of 
Mintaro Hotel, intends immediately to erect a steam flour mill on 
some land recently purchased by him adjoining the Hotel". James and 
Aaron Smith, James Howie, Mr. Michael James and Christian Schoff were 
linked with the mill in the 1870-71 Almanacks. Used for grinding and 
dressing grain, the four pairs of grinding stones and two sets of 
rollers were driven by a twenty horsepower steam engine. 
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Milling ceased in the mid 1890's and the machinery was transferred to 
the Jacket Bros. Mill, Morgan. The distinct barrel roof and tall square 
chimney have also been removed and all that remains today is a portion 
of the two storey perimeter wall. 

Sources: 

M.I. Ridgeway: Mintaro District, S.A.A. 

L. Harrison: Flour Mills in South Australia, University of Adelaide 
Architecture Papers, 1979. 

a/ 

PH 23 



ITEM NO. 35 

NAME: Cottage 

LOCATION MAP 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: 1860s ? 

ARCHITECT: 

PRESENT OWNER: Terry Hill 

PRESENT USE/OCCUPIER: House 

TITLE LISTING: Section 316 

SIGNIFICANCE: Local - contributes to 
character of State Heritage area 

ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: 

92 

ADDRESS: Off east of Wakefield Street 

BUILDING MATERIALS: Stone, corrugated 
iron 

BUILDER: 

FIRST OWNER: 

FIRST USE/OCCUPIER: 

HERITAGE LISTINGS: 

Little is known about this house except that it was occupied by G. Scarfe at the turn 
of the century and an early photograph survives of the cottage and garden at this date 
(PH4 l). In 1934 Ethel Maud Hill bought the cottage and it was subsequently sold to 
McAuliffe. It is now owned again by the Hill family (Terry Hill). It is a typical Mintaro 
stone cottage in need of some maintenance and restoration. 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION: 

Information from Tom Hill, and PH41, photo held.by Tom Hill of the cottage in 1915. 
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PHlf 1 Cottage off Wakefield St 
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ITEM NO. 36 

NAME: House 

LOCATION MAP 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: c.1870 ? 

ARCHITECT: 

PRESENT OWNER: 

PRESENT USE/OCCUPIER: 

TITLE LISTING: 

SIGNIFICANCE: Local - contributes to 
character of State Heritage area 

ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: 

ADDRESS: Part Section 186 Government Road 

BUILDING MATERIALS: Stone and 
brick, corrugated iron roof 

BUILDER: 

FIRST OWNER: 

FIRST USE/OCCUPIER: 

HERITAGE LISTINGS: 

A simple sandstone and brick cottage with surviving slate outbuildings. The house 
appears in need of some maintenance work. An established cottage garden with some 
early planting survives at the front of the house. 
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ITEM NO. 37 

NAME: House on Creek 

LOCATION MAP 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: c.1860s ? 

ARCHITECT: 

PRESENT OWNER: Tom Hill 

PRESENT USE/OCCUPIER: Vacant 

TITLE LISTING: Allotment 13, Section 318 

SIGNIFICANCE: Local - contributes to 
character of State Heritage area, 
potentially of Statewide significance 

ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: 

95 

ADDRESS: 

BUILDING MATERIALS: Stone, brick, 
corrugated iron 

BUILDER: 

FIRST OWNER: 

FIRST USE/OCCUPIER: 

HERITAGE LISTINGS: 

An early stone cottage now rendered with a later projecting sandstone wing probably 
added c.1900. The cottage is presently unoccupied and appears to be in danger of 
deterioration. The north side wall remains unrendered. The verandah retains its original 
cast iron work with surviving original ogee profile guttering to verandah and original 
section of house. Delicate acroteria cut out of galvanised sheet still survives to body 
of house on the corners of the gutters. Little is known historically about this house. 
It was previously owned by Harry McQuillan, son of Johnny McQuillan a retired 
railwayman from Farrell Flat who bought the house in the 1920s. At the rear is remnants 
of the old blacksmith's workshop. 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION: 

Mr. Tom Hill, Mintaro. 
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ITEM NO. 38 

NAME: House behind Police Station 

LOCATION MAP 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: 

ARCHITECT: 

PRESENT OWNER: D. & L. Jacka 

PRESENT USE/OCCUPIER: House 

TITLE LISTING: CT. Vol. 2026 Folio 168 

SIGNIFICANCE: Local - contributes to 
character of State Heritage area 

ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: 

96 

ADDRESS: Part Section 318 

BUILDING MATERIALS: Rendered 
stone or slate, galvanised iron roof 

BUILDER: 

FIRST OWNER: 

FIRST USE/OCCUPIER: 

HERITAGE LISTINGS: 

A simple hipped roof stone cottage now rendered with simple concave verandah which 
encloses a room on the east side. The core of the house appears intact but later skillions 
detract from its significance. 

Peter Brady owned sections 317 and 318 in 1857 and he was assessed as owning 
a slab house and dairy, stockyard, stable, sheds, stone house and fencing. This 
house may be the stone house described as it is on the northern part of section 
318 which Brady retained after he subdivided the other part as Mintaro North 
in 1866. 
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ITEM NO. 39 

NAME: Mintaro Cemetery 

LOCATION MAP 
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ADDRESS: Part Section 31/1/ 
(on road to slate quarry) 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: First graves 1858-1859 

TITLE LISTING: CT. Vol. 151/Folio 155 

SIG.NIFICANCE: Statewide - essential to character of State Heritage area 

HERITAGE LISTINGS: State Heritage Register 

ANAL YS!S AND RECOMMENDATIONS: 

The Hintaro Cemetery is one of two burial areas in Hintaro, the other 
being In the grounds of the Roman Catholic Church. The cemetery is 
located about one kilometre west of the town. It contains the 

'earliest formal graves of settlers in the district, commencing in 
1858-9. Some of the early headstones are in marble, but then in the 
1860's, slate headstones were supplied by Thompson Priest carved from 
slate taken from the nearby Hintaro Slate Quarries. These headstones 
are simple and elegant in design, but unfortunately are weathering 
quite badly due to lack of maintenance and the inherent nature of the 
stone. There are also excellent examples of iron fenced plots and 
above-ground slate graves. 

The burial plots extend along a narrow band, a North-South strip 
across the land allotted for the purpose (part of section 344). The 
cemetery area was one thousand links square. There was some early 
segregation of denominations and possibly even social classes in the 
early stages but these distinctions have become bk.irred over time. 
The graves of the Bowmans of Martindale and the Chewings of Kadlunga 
are in the northern section of the cemetery, and other early settlers 
graves are also easily located. 

The Hintaro Cemetery in a way reflects the atmosphere of the town. 
It has an aura of neglect and decay contrasting in spots with the 
bright newness of a freshly established grave. 

Mintaro Conservation and Tourism Study - 1988 
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ITEM NO. 40 

NAME: St. Mary Immaculate Church 
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ADDRESS: Part Section 318 
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LOCATION MAP 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: 1855 (Catholic 
School erected 1874 adjacent, now 
demolished) 

ARCHITECT: 

PRESENT OWNER: Catholic Church 

PRESENT USE/OCCUPIER: Church 

BUILDING MATERIALS: Stone (rendered 
in 1937), galvanised iron 

BUILDER: 

FIRST OWNER: Catholic Church 

FIRST USE/OCCUPIER: Church 

TITLE LISTING: Limited Title, Vol. C. Folio 87 

SIGNIFICANCE: Statewide - essential 
to character of State Heritage area 

CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS: 

HERITAGE· LISTINGS: 
State Heritage Register 

Maintenance works required. Later quad guttering when replaced should be renewed 
in ogee profile guttering. 

BUILDING HISTORY AND ANALYSIS: 

A gabled rectangular church with extended nave and simple side vestry (added later). 
The church commands an impressive view over the nearby countryside. Graveyard 
to the east contains many early grave sites and slate headstones with cast and wrough~ 
iron fencing. There are 8 large cedar of lebanon trees which separate the church from 
the road. 

The land on which the Roman Catholic Chlfrch at Mintaro is built was 
conveyed to the church by Peter Brady on April 20, 1855. It is located 
on the northern boundary of section 318 which Brady had purchased at 
a land sale in 1851. Brady had services held in a room in his house 
until the church was· completed in 1856. A growing number of Roman Catholics 
had settled in Mintaro, many of them"llligrating from Ireland to escape 
the after effects of the disastrous potato famine of 1848. 
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The graveyard next to the Church contains the graves of many prominent 
Mintaro residents who were Roman Catholic. Peter Brady's memor.ial 
is one of several white crosses, and there are a number of examples of 
slate headstones from Thompson Priest's slate quarries. 

The education of Roman ·catholic children was also associated with the 
church building. In 1874, the Order of the Sisters of St. Joseph 
started a convent school in Mintaro, with the lessons being held in 
the small rooms attached to the east side of the church. The Sisters 
of St. Joseph were founded in 1865 by Mother Mary McKillop and had 
established a school in Clare in 1869. This school apparently was 
closed for some time and then re-opened in 1925. The body of the church 
was used for a schoolroom also at this stage and some of the pews still 
have inkwells in the top rail. The school of the Sisters of St. 
Joseph finally closed in 1957. 

There has been no resident priest in Mintaro, and priests have been 
"supplied" usually from Clare. 

The interior of the Church has remained restrained and unadorned. 
There are simple stained glass windows commemorating the Dempsey, 
Tobin, Smith, Giles and Faulkner families, all prominent during the 
1880s and 1890s in Mintaro. 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION: 

State Heritage Branch assessment, 1982. 
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ITEM NO. 41 

NAME: Cottage 

LOCATION MAP 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: c.1860s ? 
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ADDRESS: West of Church 

BUILDING MATERIALS: Rendered 
stone, corrugage iron 

ARCHITECT: BUILDER: 

PRESENT OWNER: H. Gosse FIRS'f OWNER: 
(part of Kadlunga) 

PRESENT USE/OCCUPIER: Vacant/Derelict FIRST USE/OCCUPIER: 

TITLE LISTING: 

SIGNIFICANCE: Local - contributes to 
character of State Heritage area - in 
neglected condition. 

ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: 

HERITAGE LISTINGS: 

A simple stone cottage which serves as a reminder of early housing on the outskirts 
of Mintaro. It is currently vacant and in neglected condition and if left will become 
ruinous. 
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ITEM NO. 1+2 

NAME: Mintaro Slate Quarry ADDRESS: 

LOCATION MAP 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: Slate quarry established 1856. 

FIRST OWNER: Peter Brady, leased to Thompson Priest 

SIGNIFICANCE: National - essential to character of State Heritage area. This is 
the only deposit of slate of this quality in Australia which has widespread use for 
street paving, kerbing, foundation stones, etc. It has. been in continuous operation 
since its establishment in 1856. · 

HERITAGE LISTINGS: State Heritage Register 

CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS: 

As the oldest continuously functioning slate quarry in the State continued operation 
of the slate quarry is fortunate and should be encouraged. 

BUILDING HISTORY AND ANALYSIS: 

The Mintaro slate quarries are located two kilometres west of the town. The 
mining of slate played a vital part in maintaining the life of Mintaro 
after the cessation of copper transportation through the town. The 
quarry has continued to be a major employer of local labor. 

Slate was first discovered in the early 1850s on p·art of Section 178, 
land which belonged to Peter Brady. The flagstones were outcropping 
in-the bed of the creek which traverses the section. ln 1856 Brady 
leased the slate bearing area to Thompson Priest, a Mintaro settler 
who began excavating tbe No. 1 quarry adjacent to the site of the original 
discovery. During the 1860s the land changes owners - from Brady to 
John Smith - but Priest continued to work the quarry. He built a house 
and office in Mintaro and a small office and foreman's house at the quarry. 
Ruins of Priest's quarry buildings remain on the site, and the house in 
the town is still in use. 
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Mintaro slate was exhibited at the London International Exhibition of 
1862 and "received the very highest awards, being classed as superior to 
any slate previously met with, the natural cleavage being equal to 
planed stone". 

The 1860s and 70s saw Mintaro slate being used extensively in the local 
area, including Gawler. Wineries in the Barossa Valley and the Clare 
Valley used Mintaro slate for their fermenting tanks, and the Kapunda 
Copper Co. used slate tanks for the acid process in refining their ore. 
Thompson Priest employed 12 men in 1868, and in 1869 the Almanack 
entries for Mintaro list quarryman as an occupation for several Mintaro 
residents. 

An interesting comparison was made between Willunga and Mintaro slate 
in the Register, Sept. 30, 1871. 

"PAVING SLATES In the pavement in front of the new 
Post Office there has just been laid down before the 
principal entrance a fine slab of Mintaro slate 
measuring 12 x 9 feet. The bulk of the material used is 
from the Willunga quarries, the produce of which, though 
not equal to the Mintaro, is considerably less in 
price, and therefore generally used for the purpose. 
Mintaro stone has been used for the steps leading to the 
doorway, and a 1 so in other parts 'of the bu i 1 ding". 

Thompson Priest's method of disposing of his slate at this time 
hold an annual auction on the western boundary of Section 178. 
price for the stone was£ 5.0.0 for a cart which could be pulled 
horse, and £10.0.0 if it needed two horses to pul 1 the cart. 

was to 
The 
by one 

The Mintaro cemetery contains a number of slate headstones which are 
delicately carved and bear Thompson ~riest's trademark. 

No. 1 quarry reached a depth of between 80 and 100 feet before the stone 
became too hard to be marketable. Thompson Priest's son Edmund had 
become involved in the business also by this time. The land on which 
the quarry was located passed into the ownership of Sir Samuel Way in 
1879 and was part of his Kadlunga estate. 

Some competition arose in 1884 when some local identities including Way's 
manager, F.H. Weston, raised a syndicate and leased some land from 
Way in section 307 immediately north of Priest's quarry. An attempt was 
made to establish another slate quarry but this foundered for lack of 
finance at this stage. 

Thompson Priest died in 1888 and the company was taken over by a Melbourne 
firm but it languished during the depression of the 1890s. The local 
syndicate tried again in 1893 again with Weston as its chairman. It 
leased what had been Priest's area in section 178 and the area in 
section 307 which it had previously leased, and worked it with the main 
markets in Melbourne, until the syndicate was reformed in 1911 as the 
Mintaro Slate and Flagstone Company. The new company bought the land 
from Sir Samuel Way in 1912, and also purchased the Melbourne agency 
which had been its distributor for Victoria. 
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In 1914, when the quarry was visited by the Government Geologist, Mr. 
L.K. Ward, a third quarry had been opened adjacent to the original No. 1, 
or Priest's as it was known. The company employed 25 men at this stage. 
·Steam and oil power had replaced hand powered methods for both 
quarrying and dressing the stone. 

The company continued producing quality slate with some fluctuation 
in market demand during the pre-war period. Post-war the sales slowly 
increased and in 1958 quarry no. 4 was opened for deeper work. 

The company suffered a take-over in 1978 and the quarry itself has since 
been sold to S.D. Tillett (memorial stone masons) and is continuing to 
function as Mintaro Slate Quarries. 

Mintaro slate has continued to have an extremely high reputation for 
quality and durability. The uses to which it has been put over time 
have been varied, ranging from the obvious building and paving applications, 
billiard tables, wine tanks and troughs, to the less known electrical 
switchboard uses. Mintaro is a perfect show place for the range of uses 
to which slate can be put. 

The Mintaro quarry is the oldest continuously functioning quarry in 
South Australia, and in the opinion of Mr. David Young of the Hines and 
Energy Department, possibly in Australia. 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION: 

State Heritage Branch assessment, 1982. 
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ITEM NO. 43 

NAME: Ruin of House 
~ 

LOCATION MAP 

ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: 

107 

ADDRESS: North of King Street 

This ruin is currently owned by A. & M. Smith but was previously Bobby Alcock's home. 
As a ruin it contributes to the character of the landscape and like other ruins in Mintaro 
should be stabilised. It is located on original allotment 30 of Section 318, subdivided 
in 1866. 
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ITEM NO. 44 

NAME: Ruined outbuilding 

LOCATION MAP 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: 

ARCHITECT: 

PRESENT OWNER: W. & R. Dixon 

PRESENT USE/OCCUPIER: 

TITLE LISTING: 

SIGNIFICANCE: 

ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: 
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ADDRESS: King Street (rear of Thompson 
Priest's House) 

BUILDING MATERIALS: 

BUILDER: 

FIRST OWNER: 

FIRST USE/OCCUPIER: 

HERITAGE LISTINGS: 

A ruin which is steadily deteriorating and like other ruins within Mintaro adds to the 
character of the Mintaro State Heritage area. The ruin should be stabilised. It is 
located on original allotment 51 of Section 318 which was subdivided in 1866. 
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ITEM NO. 45 

NAME: Bridge over Burra Street 

" 

LOCATION MAP 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: 1880 

SIGNIFICANCE: Statewide - essential to character of State Heritage area 

HERITAGE LISTINGS: 

ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Stone and slate bridge built c.1880, girder type construction with timber beams and 
slab slates. There are two spans with a central stone pier and stone abutment. 
This bridge should be maintained and no new road works should involve the demolition 
of this structure. 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION: 

South Australian Railway Department, Historic Bridges. 
South Australian Institute of Engineers. 
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APPENDICES: 

l. List of Early Photographs of Mintaro State Heritage Area 

2. List of Buildings within State Heritage Area on the State 
Heritage Register of South Australia, identified by the 
National Trust, and on the Register of the National Estate 

3. Extract from District of Clare Rate Assessment Book 1856-57 
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APPENDIX l 

EARLY PHOTOGRAPHS OF MINTARO STATE HERITAGE AREA 

MLSA = Mortlock Library of South Australia 
SHB = State Heritage Branch Register File 
LCM = Land Cruises to Mintaro, by Bonds Motor Service 1936 
T. Hi!!' = Mr. Tom Hill collection, Mintaro 
Noye = Noye, Robert J. Clare District History 

PH NO. TITLE 

BURRA STREET 

PHI 

PH2 

PH3 

PH4 

PH4a 

PH5 

PH6 

PH? 

PH8 

PH9 

PHlO 

PH!l 

PHl2 

PH13 

PHl4-PH18 

PH19 

View of Burra Street looking southwest 
showing Institute on left hand side 

Burra Street looking southwest from Magpie 
& Stump corner 

Rowe Blacksmith's shop 

J. Denton General Store (now shops and 
residence Lot 38 - former Carpenter's Shop) 

Mintaro in early 1870's, Lathlean's 
Post Office and Store, right of centre 
(photo by W.W. Thwaites) 

Jelly's Old Store and Post Office (left 
·carpenter's Shop, right - now shops and 
residence Lot 38) ' 

View of English, Scottish & Australian Bank 
(now Teapot Inn) 

Shops and Residence Lot 36 (now Teapot Inn) 

Shops and Residence Lot 36 

Shops and Residence Lot 36 

Pulford Bros. General Cash Traders (now 
shop and residence Lot 35) 

Pulford Bros. General Cash Traders (now 
shop and residence Lot 35) 

Pulford Bros. General Cash Traders (now 
shop and residence Lot 35) 

Cottage Lot 80 prior to re-roofing with 
aluminium tiles 

View of Centenary Garden in front of Magpie 
& Stump Hotel at official opening of garden 

Mintaro Hotel (now Magpie & Stump) 

DATE 

1901-
1906 

1938 

1890s 

1870s 

1951 

c.19 36 
? 

1982 

1982 

1982 

1901-
1906 

1901-
1906 

1951 

1982 

Oct.31 
-Nov.3 
1936 

1864-
1904 

SOURCE 

MLSA B43374 

MLSA Bl/3383 

SHB 

MLSA B36916 

Noye 

SHB 

T. Hill 

John Pope 

SHB 

SHB 

MLSA Bl/336: 

MLSA B4336: 

SHB 

SHB 

T. Hill. 

Photostat he 
at SHB -
original held 
by Eileen Ba 
52 Esplanade 
Christies Be1 
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PH NO. TITLE DATE SOURCE 

BURRA STREET (continued) 

PH20 View of Magpie & Stump 1975 MLSA B31629 

PH21 Institute and Council Chamber showing 
picket fence 1936 LCM 

PH22 Views of Hotel wall and flour mill 1936 T. Hill 

PH23 behind 

PH24 Mintaro Institute and old Council Chambers 
joined by annexe erected in 1942 1951 SHB 

PH25 Institute and former Council Chambers 1982 SHB 

PH26 Devonshire Arms showing stone paving, pre-
picket fencing and verandah lattice work 198I SHB 

PH26a Devonshire Hotel 1870s Noye 
(photo by w.w. Thwaites) p.724 

CHURCH STREET 

PH27 Mintaro Primary School· 1936 LCM 

HILL STREET 

PH28 Pulfords House, now J. Pope residence c/1936 T. Hill 

STEIN STREET 

PH29 View (painting) of Methodist Church and c.1890 Painting 
Manse prior to Manse extension in Church 

PH30 Methodist Church 1936 LCM 

PH31 Methodist Church 1967 MLSA B31986 

PH32 Methodist Church Manse John Pope 

YOUNG STREET 

PH33 The original primitive Methodist Church now 
dwelling (cottage Lot 65) 1936 LCM 

PH34 St. Peter's Anglican Church 1936 LCM 

WAKEFIELD STREET 

PH35 Wakefield Street Cottage I MLSA B31628 

PH36 Flour Mill ruins 1982 SHB 
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PH NO. TITLE DATE SOURCE 

OTHER STREETS 

PH37 Church of Mary Immaculate pre-
1938 MLSA Blf337 

PH38 Church of Mary Immaculate pre-
1938 MLSA Blf337 

PH39 Church of Mary Immaculate 1936 LCM 

PHlfO Church of Mary Immaculate 1938 MLSA Bl 159 

PHlf 1 Cottage off Wakefield 

MINTARO SLATE QUARRIES 

PHlf2 View of slate quarry MLSA Blf651 

PH43 Early views of Slate Quarry early Noye 
1880s p.126 

PH44 Early view of Slate Quarry early Noye 
1880s p.128 

--- - - ,. -- --- - ,-- ---- -- --- --,-,------ ------ ----- ------------~-- -w------ -
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Item No. Address Certificate 
of Title SHB N.T. RNE 

WAKEFIELD STREET 

33. Wakefield Cottage 4-023/637 * c 

34-. Flour Mill walls, Lot 5 1777/51 * 

35. Cottage (off Wakefield Street) 

OTHER BUILDINGS WITHIN ST A TE HERITAGE AREA 

36. House, Government Road on southern 
perimeter, Section 186 

37. House, on creek 

38. House behind police station 
Part Section 318 

39. Cemetery 151/155 * 
4-0. Church of Mary Immaculate Limited 

title 
Vol. C. 
Folio 87 
part Sect. 
318 
Hundred 
of Clare * 

4-]. House 

4-2. Mintaro Slate Quarry Office 3129/180 * 
including Office and Manager's 955/170 
Residence (ruins) 3225/112 * 

RUINS 

4-3. House, north of King Street 

4-4-. Outbuilding, King Street 
(rear of T. Priest's House) 

OTHER ITEMS 

4-5. Bridge, Burra Street * 
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APPENDIX 3 

Extract from District of Clare Rate Assessment Book 1856-57 

The assessments were listed by district residents names in alphabetical order. 
Unfortunately no allotment numbers in Mintaro were given, although some owner­
ship remained constant and the location of some of these early buildings has been 
determined. 

Section 
No. 

316 

316/187 

316/187 

316 

187 

Occupier (owner in brackets 
if different) 

Peter Brady 

H.G. Bowman 

Thomas Cox 

Geo Faulkner 

John James 

Edward Jones 

Michael Lynch (Peter Brady) 

Matthew Muir 

James Mcwaters 

John Rowe (Thomas Cox) 

John Reeves (Caroline Parish) 

Henry Solly 

John Abraham 

John Ball 

Thomas Cox 

Geo Chatwick 

Isaac Daunce 

John Francis 

Thomas Gibson 

Description of Assessed 
Property 

2 acres fenced and house 

1 acre stone skillion 

House, slaughtering yard, stable etc. 

1 acre stone house skillion yard, etc. 
pound licensed 

l acre stone house and skillion 

2 acres house, etc. 

Stone house and skillion 

l acre stockyard (Maid & 
Magpie Hotel) 

Stone dwelling house 
2 rooms 

2 acres and house 

l acre l! roomed house 

2 room stone house 

l acre stone house 

Stone house butchers shop 
dwelling house, etc. 

Stone building 

Stone hut l acre 

3 acres house etc. 

3 acres stone and slab hut 
garden 



Section 
No. 

187 
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Occupier (owner in brackets 
if different) 

Samuel Green 

Sarah Gulledge 

John Huxtable 

William Hunt 

Henry Jolly 

Enoch Jackson 

Frederick Leighton 

Joseph Leader 

Richard (Mc)Lathlean 

M.B. Muir 

Thomas Miller 

Thomas Ormsby 

Thomson Priest 

Henry Pearce (Wm. Dunne) 

Samuel Robinson 

James Torr 

James T iflaft 

John Wilson 

Nath. Witchlow 

William Willmott 

Description of Assessed 
Property 

t acre 1 hut 

t acre 1 hut 

l acre pine house and skillion 

stone house 2 acres 

1 acre dwelling house, skillion 
wheelwright and blacksmith shop 

stone house 

2-3/4 acres fences, dwelling 
house, wheelwright and blacksmith, 
shops stone house erecting 

2 acres, house, butchers shop, 
killing yard, etc. 

1 acre, stone house and shop 
kitchen, stable, etc. 

Mintaro hotel shop, stabling 
yard, garden. 

5 acres fenced stone house 
skillion stockyard 

l acre fenced, stone house 

l acre house etc. 

3 acres, slab house 

1 acre house 

Devonshire hotel stabling and 
yards 
1 acre, wattle and daub skillion 
t acre house, etc. 

1 acre and old hut 

2 acres, stone house, etc. 

t acres, 2 room slab hut 

l acre fenced, etc. 


