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NAME: Former Post Office PLACE NO.: PASO 

DESCRIPTION: 

A single storey building with hipped roof form. The walls are of lined bluestone, and quoins 
and dressings are of painted brick. The old post boxes still remain in the window which are of 
double hung sash. The roof is of metal decking which replaces corrugated galvanised iron 
and chimneys are of brick. An old notice board has been replaced with metal decking. As 
well , there is a timber framed concrete concave verandah which has a roof of corrugated 
galvanised iron. An asbestos/cement addition has been erected on the northern side of the 
building. A lean-to has been added on to the back. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE: 
The building is domestic in size, scale and detailing and is of little particular architectural 
significance because of this . However, it is of local heritage significance because of its 
association with the history and communications in South Australia, most notably the 
extension of the postal and telegraphic services. It is important too, for the manner in which 
it illustrates the idea that the community on the western side of the gulf was once very 
independent from that on the eastern side. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA (Under Section 23(4) of the Development Act 1993): 

(a) the building displays historical, economical or social themes that are of importance 
to the local area, specifically the history of communications throughout the area, most 
specifically that of post and telecommunications; 

(c) the building has played an important part in the lives of local residence by providing 
them with ready communication to place beyond the local area. 
BRIEF HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 
On 17 December 1877 a meeting was held of port Augusta West residents to consider the 
need for a post office distinct from that on Flagstaff Reserve on the eastern side of the gulf. 
As a consequence, a committee was formed and a memorial prepared and sent to the 
appropriate authorities requesting the services of a post office. Within seven months 
approval was granted but is was not until October 1884 that a staJt was made to erect a 
permanent Post and telegraph Office on the West Side. The bu ilding included' an office, 17ft. 
5in. by 14ft., telegraph lobby, sitting-room, two bedrooms, kitchen, front verandah, fencing 
&c'. The construction was carried out by R. Honey, a timber merchant and builder from the 
Port Adelaide and Kaniva (Victoria) at a cost of £880-8-0. Honey purchased the business of 
Messrs T. Coombe & Co. of Port Augusta in Apri l 1883. The building is currently used as a 
private residence. 

REFERENCES 
Andersons, R.J ., Solid Town: The History of Port Augusta, R.J. Anderson, Port Augusta, 
1988 pp.40,117. 
Mortlock Library photographic collection, B.15734; B26375. 
Port Augusta Dispatch, 22 December 1877 (meeting; 13 July 1878 (approval granted forpost 
office); 21 Apri l 1883 (Honey's purchase of Coombe & Co's business); 29 October 1884 
(laying the foundations) 
SAPP-29-1886, p. 117. 
State Records- GRG 38/15, Record Book of Public Buildings 1838-1925, vol.1 p.997 
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PA51: Former Police Station 

CURRENT USE: 

FORMER USE: 

DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION: 

LOCATION : 

SUBURB: 

LAND DESCRIPTION: 

Port Augusta Heritage Survey 2009 

Northern Country Regional Office of Family and Community 
Services 

Police Station 

1883 

26 Mildred Street, Port Augusta 

Port Augusta 

26 Mildred Street, PORT AUGUSTA 

LOT: 272 CT: CR TP PLN: 540201 CR: 5413/604 

LOT: 271 CT: CR TP PLN: 540201 CR: 5413/604 

View taken from Mildred Street, Port Augusta 
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NAME: ' Former Police Station PLACE NO.: PA51 

DESCRIPTION: 

a single storey villa style building with hipped roof form. The walls are of painted stone and 
the front section is pointed. Quoins and surrounds are of brick which have also been painted. 
There is a concave verandah at the front, windows are rounded at the top and have timber 
framed double hung sashes. The roof is of corrugated galvanised iron, eaves are of timber 
and there are three cement rendered and painted decorated chimney. To one side is the 
former cell block in front of which has been erected modern hardiplank buildings. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE: 

The building is domestic in size, scale and detailing and is of little particular architectural 
significance because of this. However, it is of local heritage significance because of its 
association with the history of law and order and that of the police in South Australia . It is 
important too, for the manner in which it illustrates the idea that the community on the 
western side of the gulf was once very independent from that of the eastern side. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA (Under Section 23(4) of the Development Act 1993): 
(a) the building displays historical , economical or social themes that are of importance to 
the local area, specifically the history of the police and law and order on the western side of 
the Gulf. 

BRIEF HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 

On 17 December 1877 a meeting was held of Port Augusta West residents to consider the 
need for a police presence on the western side of the Gulf. As a consequence, a committee 
was formed with the intention of sending a memorial to the appropriate authorities asking for 
consideration to be given to providing police protection. However, by 27 February 1879, 
when a further public meeting was held at the Western Hotel , there was still no police on the 
west with residents having to wait until July 1879 before it was reported that an officer would 
be stationed in Port Augusta West in a cottage rented from a Mr F. Sanderson who erected 
an adjoining cel l. 

Yet this was obviously only a temporary measure, because in June 1883 tenders were called 
for the building of a permanent Police Station. R. Honey, a timber merchant and builder from 
Port Adelaide and Kavina in Victoria, was the successful tendered. Honey had purchased the 
business of Messrs T Coombe & Co. of Port Augusta in April 1883. The complex consisted of 
'a changeroom, four living-rooms, back and front verandah, double and single cells, stable, 
underground tank, & c.' and cost£ 1,102-15-1 0 to build. The Port Augusta Dispatch reported 
that the cells woukl be built apart from the station 'so the officers will no be disturbed in the 
way they frequently are by the restless proclivities of unruly prisoners'. 

The buildings are no longer used as a Police Station complex but are currently being used by 
the Northern Country Regional Office of Family and Communities Services. 
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REFERENCES 

Anderson, R.J ., Solid Town: The history of Port Augusta, R.J . Anderson, Port Augusta, 1988, 
pp. 117. 
Port Augusta Dispatch, 22 December 1877 (meeting); 7 March 1879 (further meetings); 4 
July 1879 ( Police to be stationed at Port Augusta West) ; 2 June 1883 (tenders called); 19 
September 1883 (reference to building of cells). 
SAPP 29-1885, P.115 
State Records- GRG 38/15, Record Book of Public buildings 1838-1925, Book 2, folio 706, 
p.996 
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PA52: Christ Church 

CURRENT USE: 

FORMER USE: 

DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION: 

LOCATION: 

SUBURB: 

LAND DESCRIPTION: 

Church 

n/a 

1940s 

Port Augusta Heritage Survey 2009 

44 Mildred Street, Port Augusta 

Port Augusta 

44 Mildred Street, PORT AUGUSTA 

LOT: 265 TP PLN: 540201 CT: 5517/439 

LOT: 264 TP PLN: 540201 CT: 5833/629 

LOT: 263 TP PLN: 540201 CT: 5712/326 

View taken from Mildred Street, Port Augusta 
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NAME: Christ Church PLACE NO.: PA52 

DESCRIPTION: 
A single storey building with gable roof form. The walls are of rendered masonry, there are 
ventilators at ground level and there are pointed arched windows which have timber framed 
hoppers. There is a three-light pointed arched window at the eastern end and a porch on 
either side. There are simple timber bargeboards, a corrugated galvanised iron roof and 
triangular air vents on the roof. 

A plaque on the eastern wall reads: 

TO THE GLORY OF GOD 
CHRIST+ CHURCH 

MARCH 171
h 1940 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE: 
The building is of interest because of its 1940s design and detailing and is of local heritage 
significance because of its identification with the history of the Anglican Church in Port 
Augusta and for the manner in which it reflects the continuing importance of religion to local 
residents. It is important too, for the manner in which it reflects the distinct community of the 
western side of the gulf. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA (Under Section 23(4) of the Development Act 1993): 

(a) the church displays historical , economical or social themes that are of importance to 
the local area, particularly the importance of religion and Sunday observances; 
(c) the church has played an important part in the lives of local residents, most notably the 
members of the Anglican Church. 

BRIEF HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 
The decision to erect 'at once' an Anglican Church on the West Side was taken at a meeting 
held at the Western Hotel on 10 September 1881 and presided over the Rev. P.R.P Dodd. 
Meanwhile on 8 October 1883 a Land grant was made by the Governor, Sir William C.F. 
Robinson, for a consideration of £133 to The Incorporated Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel in Foreign Parts. This grant included Lot 247,263,264,265. A wooden build ing was 
erected some time after this. However this was replaced with the present structure built on 
Lot 265,the foundation stone of which was laid on 17 March 1940. 

REFERENCES 
Anderson, R.J. , Solid Town: The history of Port Augusta, R.J. Anderson, Port Augusta, 1988, 
p. 68. 
Evans, E.L. , The story of Port Augusta: historical booklet published in conjunction with 
Commonwealth Jubilee Celebration 1951 , Commonwealth Jubilee Celebration Port Augusta 
Executive Committee, Port Augusta 1951 , p.34. 
Lands Title Office- Ct.433/10;CT.1102/107; CT.4095/87. 
Port Augusta Dispatch, 13 September 1881 (meeting at Western Hotel) 
St Augustine's Church Centenary Committee, The History of the Anglican Parish of Port 
Augusta, St Augustine's Parish, Port Augusta , June 1982, p.11 
Transcontinental , 22 March 1940 (laying of Foundation Stone) 
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PA53: Standpipe Hotel 

CURRENT USE: 

FORMER USE: 

DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION: 

LOCATION: 

SUBURB: 

LAND DESCRIPTION: 

Port Augusta Heritage Survey 2009 

Part of the Standpipe Golf motor Inn complex 

Hotel 

1883 

Daw Street, Port Augusta 

Port Augusta 

Daw Street, PORT AUGUSTA 

SEC: 256 LOT: 7 DP PLN 69935 CT: 5974/381 

View taken from Daw Street, Port Augusta 
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NAME: Standpipe Hotel PLACE NO.: PA53 

DESCRIPTION: 

A large single storey building with hipped and parapeted roof form. The walls are of 
sandstone random rubble quoins and dressings. The windows are timber framed double 
hung sash. The roof is of corrugated galvanised iron and there is a concave verandah (three 
sides return) with timber posts. A pediment on the corner contains the inscription '1883'. 
There are two masonry chimneys as well as cornice and brackets. 

There are high ceilings, simple cornices, architraves, high skirtings, original timber doors in 
the internal. As well there is a leadlight front door. 

At the rear is a large addition which is sympathetic to the original building along with a small 
cottage with two cellars (one restaurant, one wine cellar) and modern motel units. 

The plaques note: 

1. In Memory of the 
Pioneering Afghan Cameleers 

who indirectly serviced 
Australia's outback 

for 50 years 
"Praise be to Allah" 

Jubilee Year 18 May 1986 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE: 

2. This plaque was erected to 
commemorate the re-enactment 
of the Afghan Cameleers Trek 

14 May 1988 

The hotel is of local heritage significance primarily because of its identification with the social 
and business history of Port Augusta, particularly that of the community on the western side 
of the gulf and also as a stopping-off point for teamsters . 

RELEVANT CRITERIA (Under Section 23(4) of the Development Act 1993): 

(a) the hotel displays historical, economical or social themes that are of importance to the 
local area principally the commercial history of Port Augusta and the development of the 
community on the western side of the gulf; 
(c) the hotel has played an important part in the lives of local residents as a hotel and 
gathering place, and also as a stopping-off point for teamsters. 

BRIEF HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 
In bygone days the Standpipe Hotel has sometimes been referred to as the Tank Hotel. A 
1994 tourist handout noted that: 

The need for water for both man and beast was how the STANDPIPE originated as it 
was the end of the pipeline from Port Augusta. Water was piped under the Spencer 
Gulf to the West Side of Port Augusta. Here teamsters would water their bullocks and 
camels and it was not long before Mr (J .C.L.] Charles Chapple saw the need for a 
different type of watering spot. 
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On the 16th of September 1882, he was granted a license to build and conduct 'THE 
STANDPIPE HOTEL' on allotment 179, suburban to Port Augusta West. On 21st of 
October 1882, T. Sara and Co. of Port Augusta West were granted the contract to 
build the hotel. 
In 1883, 'THE STANDPIPE HOTEL' was completed and became a familiar meeting 
place for those who journey, as well as those who had returned. The hotel license 
existed until 1901, when declining teamsters forced the hotel to close and the building 
was then used as a private residence, flat and a nursing home. 

When the standpipe Hotel was opened about March 1883 near the site of the original West 
Side Standpipe, the premises provided a billiard room, skittles, stockyards, bullock cueing 
pens and horses for hire. It cost approximately £1 ,600 to build. As Bob Head notes, 
licensees were: 

1883- 9.6.1884 
10.6.1884-1896 
1897- 1900 
1901 - 1902 

CHAPPLE, C. 
McSPORRAN, Morris 
CROOK, Charles 
DAW, Hy 

After the hotel was delicensed, it was sold to a Mr B. Oliffe and later to a Mr Nichols. 

Today the building is part of the Standpipe Golf Motor Inn complex. 

REFERENCES 

Anderson, R.J., Solid Town: The history of Port Augusta, R.J. Anderson, Port Augusta, 1988, 
pp.112, 145. 
Anderson, R.J. (ed) , McLellan's Transcontinental Articles on the History of Port Augusta, Port 
Augusta College of TAFE, Port Augusta, 1986, p. 130,c . 
Head, J.L., Hotels and publicans in South Australia 1836-1984, Australian Hotels Association 
(S.A. Branch), 1986, Adelaide, p.579 
Port Augusta Diamond Jubilee State Centenary Celebrations, Historical Souvenir of Port 
August 1876-1936, Port Augusta, 1936, p.79. 
Printed handouts, Standpipe Hotel. 
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PA54: Old Cemetery 

CURRENT USE: 

FORMER USE: 

DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION: 

LOCATION: 

SUBURB: 

LAND DESCRIPTION: 

Cemetery 

n/a 

1881 

Caroona Road , Port Augusta 

Port Augusta 
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Caroona Road , PORT AUGUSTA 

SEC: 281 HP PLN: 540200 CT: 5881 /852 

SEC: 315 HP PLN: 540200 CR: 5759/936 

View taken from within the Old Cemetery 
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NAME: Old Cemetery PLACE NO.: PA54 

DESCRIPTION: 

On the corner of Caroona and Baluch Road there are only approximately 20 headstones still 
surviving. Many of theses are broken while others have been half-covered by drifting sand. 
Some grave surrounds remain, but these are in poor condition. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE: 
The cemetery is important for the manner in which it reflects social attitudes and customs 
associated with the commemoration of the dead. It also represents an important source of 
information about many personalities associated with the development of Port Augusta, and 
indeed about the social history of the community particularly that on the western side of the 
gulf. It is of local heritage significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA (Under Section 23(4) of the Development Act 1993): 

(a) the old cemetery displays historical , economical or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area, particu larly the manner in which earlier people cared for and 
commemorated the dead; 
(b) the old cemetery represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local 
area, in the commemoration of the dead; 
(e) the old cemetery is associated with local personalities. 

BRIEF HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 

Concerned about the inconvenience and expense of having to take their dead across the 
Gulf, a meeting was held at 'Mr Chappel's Western Hotel' on 27 February1879 when it was 
agreed that a petition be drawn up and sent to the Commissioner of Crown Lands asking for 
the survey of a 'proper cemetery'. Whether this petition was sent is unknown but on 14 
October 1879 a deputation comprising of Crown Lands to press for a site for a cemetery. 

On 28 February 1881 a land Grant for a cemetery was made by the Governor, Sir William 
F.D. Jervois, to Francis C.V. Sanderson (storekeeper) , John C.L. Chappel (publican), Will iam 
E. Been (storekeeper), Donald McSporran and RobertS. Stuart (storekeeper) all of port 
Augusta West. The section that they were granted was five acres on the corner of Caroona 
and Baluch Roads. However, the land was transferred to the Corporation of the Town of Port 
Augusta West on 27 June 1892 for use as public cemetery. 

The cemetery is no longer used and has been abandoned. 
REFERENCES 

Anderson, R.J ., Solid Town: The history of Port Augusta, R.J. Anderson, Port Augusta, 1988, 
p.43. 
Lands Title Office- CT.354/119. 
Port Augusta Dispatch , 7 march 1879 (meeting); 21 November 1879 (deputation) 
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PA55: Old Salt Works 

CURRENT USE: 

FORMER USE: 

DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION: 

LOCATION: 

SUBURB: 

LAND DESCRIPTION: 

Port Augusta City Council 

Port Augusta Heritage Survey 2009 

Salt works company 

n/a 

1917 

Camping Reserve off *** Road 

Port Augusta West 

Hundred of Copley, PORT AUGUSTA 

SEC: 245 HP PLN: 540200 CT: 200/245 
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NAME: Old Salt Works PLACE NO.: PA55 

DESCRIPTION: 

Little remains of what was once an extensive complex. The most significant feature is the 
ruins of a single concrete building. This is set in sand hills and it is now difficult to determine 
its full extent. There is evidence of small low timber sides to what were once the crystalising 
ponds but these are mostly covered in sand drift 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE: 
The former Salt Works are of interest because of what was once an important industry in the 
area. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA (Under Section 23(4) of the Development Act 1993): 

(a) the ruins display historical, economical or social themes that are of importance to the 
local area, namely the development of industry. 

BRIEF HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 

In 1917 the Crystal Salt Co. commenced salt refining operations north of Port Augusta on the 
Gulf. As historian R.J. Anderson notes, at some stage the operations were taken over by the 
Ocean Salt Co. who continued production until approximately 1932 when lack of fresh water 
and sand encroachment forced them to abandon the site. Only ruins remain. 

REFERENCES 

Anderson, R.J., Solid Town: The history of Port Augusta, R.J. Anderson, Port Augusta, 1988, 
p.164. 
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PA56: Stirling North Cemetery 

CURRENT USE: 

FORMER USE: 

DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION: 

LOCATION: 

SUBURB: 

Cemetery 

Cemetery 

16 Bowman Road, Stirling North 

Stirling North 

16 Bowman Road, STIRLING NORTH 

SEC: 1217 HP PLN: 330600 CT: 5787/130 

SEC: 1218 HP PLN: 330600 CR: 5759/910 

View taken at the entrance of the Sti rling North Cemetery, Farr Lane, 
Stirling North 
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NAME: Stirling North Cemetery PLACE NO. : PA56 

DESCRIPTION: 

For the most part the area has been converted into a well cared for lawn cemetery with rose 
plantings between each headstone. The scale is the same throughout with headstones being 
in tablet form. There still remain some older graves and headstones but these tend to be on 
either side of the lawn cemetery. 

At the entrance to the cemetery is a memorial wall which has an inscription which reads: 

DEDICATED TO THE PIONEERS 
OF THE STIRLING NORTH DISTRICT 

1875-1966 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE: 
The cemetery is of local heritage significance as the last resting place for many of those 
associated with the development of Stirling North because it preserves the personal history 
of many of these townsfolk. It is also of significance for the collection of the grave furniture 
which, in its symbolism, reflects the attitude of contemporaries to death and religion. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA (Under Section 23(4) of the Development Act 1993): 

(a) the cemetery displays historical, economical or social themes that are of importance to 
the local area which are reflected in the personal histories of many of those buried there; 
(b) the cemetery represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local 
area, particularly attitudes towards religion and death; 
(c) the cemetery has played an important part in the lives of local residents as they have 
gathered to bury friends and relatives; 
(e) the cemetery is associated with local personalities 

BRIEF HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 
Stirling (or Minchin Well as the area was originally called) was laid out by Robert Bar Smith in 1859 
but it was not until21 November that the original land Grant for the cemetery was made by the 
Governor, Sir Will iam F.D. Jervois, of Section 1217 of five acres. In the meantime, by June 1878 the 
Trustees- Francis Coventry (storekeeper) , Thomas Blanks (wheelwright and blacksmith), Henry 
Hannuschky (licensed victualler) , Stephen Lawrence (brickmaker) and James R. Goodiar (engineer) 
all of Stirling North- had cleared and fenced the ground aT a cost of £51-1-0, and in July of the 
following year it was reported that T. Sara & Co. of Port Augusta had made the gates- 'a combination 
of wood and iron, ornamental, very light, yet very strong'. The cost of the double front gates, 
approaches and the side wicket gate was expected to be approximately £20. 

Control of the cemetery passed to the District Council of Davenport of 23 September 1889 which 
subsequently became subsumed in the Corporation of the City of Port Augusta. The area continues to 
be used as a public cemetery. 

REFERENCES 
Lands Title Office- CT.295/39. 
Manning, G.H., Mannings Place Name of South Australia, G.H. Manning. Adelaide, 1990, pp. 
205,294. 
Port Augusta Dispatch, 15 June 1878 (fencing); 11 July 1879 (gates) 
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PA57: Former School and Dwelling 

CURRENT USE: 

FORMER USE: 

DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION: 

LOCATION: 

SUBURB: 

LAND DESCRIPTION: 

Privately owned 

School and Dwelling 

Port Augusta Heritage Survey 2009 

19 Quorn Road, Stirling North 

Stirling North 

19 Quorn Road , STIRLING NORTH 

LOT: 782 FP PLN: 186484 CT: 5763/920 

View of former School and dwelling 
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NAME: Former School and Dwelling PLACE NO.: PA57 

DESCRIPTION: 
A single storey building with hipped and gablet roof form. The walls are of stone and there 
are brick quoins and surrounds. There are multi-pane timber framed double hung sash 
windows with a decorative ventilation in the gable ends. A timber framed porch, gabled with 
decorative bargeboard has a corrugated galvanised roof. The main roof is also corrugated 
galvanised iron. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE: 

The establishment of the school reflects the manner in which government service- education, 
in this instance- followed the development of communities in colonial South Australia. The 
building also demonstrates something of the importance of government enterprise in 
underpinning the development of many country towns in South Australia, particularly those 
on the fringes of the settled areas. The school is of major local heritage significance because 
of its identification with the town and the generations of the children who were taught there, 
because of its physical contribution to the character of the town and because of the quality of 
its design, detailing and construction. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA (Under Section 23(4) of the Development Act 1993): 

(a) the building displays historical , economical or social themes that are of importance to 
the local area, in particular, the extension of education services to the town; 
(c) the building has played an important part in the lives of local residents who were 
educated at the school; 
(e) the building displays aesthetic merit, design characteristics or construction techniques 
of significance to the local area, being one of few buildings in the town to demonstrate 
architectural features. 

BRIEF HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 

A land grant for School Purposes was made by the governor, Anthony Musgrave, on 1 
December 1873 to Thomas Blanks, Wheelwright; Richard Alfred Kent, publican; Edward 
Evans, butcher and baker; Henry Hannuschky, publican; Isaac Coventry, Storeman; 
Thomas Godfrey, contractor; and John Howell, gaoler, all of Stirling North. 

Built in 1876 the school was at first run by trustees but was soon handed over to the Council 
of Education. At some stage the school closed but was re-opened again by December 1877 
with an average attendance of 40 pupils. Repairs and fencing were carried out in October 
1878, whi le in April 1883 a shelter and verandah were constructed. A further shelter shed 
was erected in 1885, a galvanised iron washhouse to the residence in 1886 while in 
February 1892 tenders were called for building an additional room on the teacher's 
residence. Internal and external renovations, and small repairs were carried out in 1906-07. 

No longer used as a school , the building was acquired by Lillian A. Hedger of Port Augusta 
on 22 October 1968. Indeed ownership of the property was remained with the Hedger family. 
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REFERENCES 

Port Augusta Dispatch, 15 December 1877 (re-opening of school) ; 5 February 1892 ( 
tenders) 

SAPP 23-1 880, p.94 (fencing and repairs); SAPP 29-1891-2, p.74 (build ing room for 
teachers) ; SAPP 29-1906-07, p.82 (internal and external renovations) . 
State Records- GRG 38/16, Record Book of School Buildings 1876-1925, vol. 1. , p.390. 
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PA58: Former Methodist Church 

CURRENT USE: 

FORMER USE: 

DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION: 

LOCATION: 

SUBURB: 

LAND DESCRIPTION: 

Dwelling 

Church 
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28 Quorn Road, Stirling North 

Stirling North 

28 Quorn Road, STIRLING NORTH 

SEC: 870 LOT: 105 DP PLN: 24717 CT: 5276/304 

View of former Methodist church 
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NAME: Former Methodist Church PLACE NO.: PA58 

DESCRIPTION: 
A single storey building with gabled roof form. The walls are of rendered pebble dash which 
has been painted, while the quoins and surrounds are also rendered. There are casement 
windows, decorative bargeboards and a front porch. The roof is of corrugated iron. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE: 

The building is of local heritage significance for the manner in which it reflects the importance 
of religion to early settlers in the town and the district. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA (Under Section 23(4) of the Development Act 1993): 

(a) the building displays historical, economical or social themes that are of importance to 
the local area, particularly the importance of religion and Sunday observance; 
(c) the building has played an important part in the lives of local residents as a place to 
gather and worship. 

BRIEF HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 

The building once a church, is now a private residence and was built on land once owned by 
Rober Barr Smith, a merchant of Adelaide. 

REFERENCES 

Lands Title Office- CT.334/6; Memorandum of Transfer 291245; CT.596/154;,Memorandum 
of Transfer 253089; CT.764/46; CT.3339/53; CT 4344/66. 
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PA59: Traveller's Rest Hotel 

CURRENT USE: 

FORMER USE: 

DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION: 

LOCATION: 

SUBURB: 

LAND DESCRIPTION: 

View of Traveller's Rest Hotel 

Port Augusta City Council 
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Hotel 

n/a 

33 Quorn Road, Stirling North 

Stirling North 

33 Quorn Road, STIRLING NORTH 

SEC: 880 LOT: 299 DP PLN: 10 CT: 5302/222 

SEC: 880 LOT: 300 DP PLN: 10 CT: 5302/222 

161 



Port Augusta Heritage Survey 2009 

NAME: Traveller's Rest Hotel PLACE NO.: PA59 

DESCRIPTION: 
A single storey building with hipped roof form. The walls are of coursed cut stone, there are 
brick surrounds, the quoins are rendered and there is a parapet with brackets. There are 
timber framed double hung sash windows. At the front of the hotel is a modern flat verandah 
with wooden posts. There is a rendered wall to the verandah approximately 1 metre high 
from the ground level. The roof is of corrugated galvanised iron while there are three 
decorated chimneys which have been painted. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE: 

The hotel is of local heritage significance primarily because of its identification with the social 
business history of Stirling North. The hotel is something of a landmark in the area because 
of the tiny nature of the local community and its location of the main road. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA (Under Section 23(4) of the Development Act 1993): 

(a) the hotel displays historical, economical or social themes that are of importance to the 
local area principally the commercial history of Stirling North ; 
(c) the hotel has played an important part in the lives of local residents as a gathering 
place; 
(f) the hotel is a landmark in the town. 

BRIEF HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 

While the area was known as Minchin Well after the Sub-Protector of Aborigines at Port 
Augusta in 1852, it was 1859 when the area was laid out by Robert Barr Smith and called 
after his partner Edward Stirling. However, the Traveller's Rest Hotel was established some 
time before this because the first licence was issued to S. Stacey in 1858. The longest to 
own the hotel have been John Sullivan ( May 1923 to January 1947) and the South 
Australian Brewing Company (August 1951 to November 1977). The present owners 
acquired the property in December 1989. 

The building continues to be used as a hotel. 

REFERENCES 

Hoad, J.L., Hotels and publicans in South Australia 1836-1984, Austral ian Hotels Association 
(S.A. Branch), Adelaide, 1986, p.635. 
Lands Title Office- Lot 299:CT.11/140; Memorandum of Transfer 748562; 
CT.1158/198;CT.1919/77. Lot 300: CT.11/140; Memorandum of Transfer 231 084; 
CT.531 .168; CT.2182/36; Joint Title CT 3351/57 
Manning. G.H., Manning's Place Names of South Australia , G.H. Manning, Adelaide 1990, 
pp. 205, 294. 
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PA60: Former Post Office (Stirling North) 

CURRENT USE: 

FORMER USE: 

DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION: 

LOCATION: 

SUBURB: 

LAND DESCRIPTION: 

View of former Post Office 

Port Augusta City Council 
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Privately owned 

Post Office 

late 1870s-late1880s 

46 Quorn Road, Stirling North 

Stirling North 

46 Quorn Road , STIRLING NORTH 

SEC: 870 LOT: 3 DP PLN 41505 CT: 5276/416 

163 



Port Augusta Heritage Survey 2009 

NAME: Former Post Office, Stirling North PLACE NO.: PA60 

DESCRIPTION: 
a single storey building with hipped roof form. The walls are of stone and there are brick 
quoins and surrounds which are painted at the front of the building. There is a concave 
verandah with timber posts which appear to be a later addition. There are brackets under the 
eaves, timber framed double hung sash windows and a half glazed timber framed door. The 
post office boxes are in the bottom half of the front two windows while a letter box has been 
built in between. The roof is of corrugated iron and there are three red brick chimneys. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE: 
The building, domestic in design and scale, is of little particular architectural interest. 
However, it is of local heritage significance because of its association with the history of 
communication in South Australia , most notably the extension of the postal and telegraphic 
services. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA (Under Section 23(4) of the Development Act 1993): 

(a) the building displays historical, economical or social themes that are of importance to 
the local area, specifically that of post and telecommunications; 
(c) the building has played an important part in the lives of local residents by providing 
them with ready communication to places beyond the local area. 

BRIEF HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 

A public meeting was held on 7 July 1878 at Smith's hotel, Stirling, to consider the necessity 
for the erection of a post and telegraph office at Stirling North. As a result of this meeting it 
was resolved to draw up and present a memorial to the House of Assembly seeking such a 
building. 

Part Lot 19 of Section 870 was transferred to Francis Coventry, storekeeper of Stirling, on 22 
March 1886. Title to the property passed to Emma Harris, also noted as a storekeeper on 2 
March 1912. Emma Harris was postmistress until her death on 9 March 1914, after which her 
daughter Louisa C. Harris, took over. From 1915 she also manned the telephone exchange 
and remained doing so until the new automatic exchange opened in June 1962. 

In January 1965 the property was acquired by Gwendolyn E Hurst and Kathleen P. Walsh. 
Successive owners have been Raymond A Leader (1969); Elaine M. Leader (1971); A & T. 
Nominees Pty Ltd. (1978); Thomas M. Duffy and Kaye P. Duffy (1985) ; Thomas Morrison, 
shop proprietor, and Barbara Morrison (1988); and Glen K. Naughton and Tania F. Clancy 
(1989). The present owners acquired the property in September 1991. 

REFERENCES 

Lands Title Office- CT.497/26 
Port Augusta Dispatch , 6 July 1878 ( public meeting); 13 july 1878 (memorial) . 
Transcontinental , 26 June 1962 (exchange closing and detai ls of Miss Harris) 

Port Augusta City Council 164 



PA61: Former Fire Station 

CURRENT USE: 

FORMER USE: 

DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION: 

LOCATION: 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA: 

LAND DESCRIPTION: 
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54 Commercial Road, Port Augusta 

Port Augusta 

54 Commercial Road, PORT AUGUSTA 

LOT: 106 CT: CR PL:TP PLN: 330601 CR: 5754 /540 

View of former Fire Station looking North 
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NAME: Fire Station PLACE NO.: PA61 

DESCRIPTION: 
The single story painted masonry building with Art Deco styled parapet with gable ended roof 
behind with probable later addition lean-to beyond that. The original access door has been 
blocked in with a set of timber double doors now the central entrance. Evidence exists of the 
previous signage on the parapet. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE: 
Although little documentary evidence seems to exist on the construction use and history of 
this little building, the local community identify with it and it forms part of a precinct of block of 
significant public buildings, bounded to the west by the Former Road Board Offices and the 
North by the Courthouse. It also serves as a reminder of the significant fire damage that 
occurred to the Town Hall in 1944. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA (Under Section 23(4) of the Development Act 1993): 

(c) it has played an important part in the lives of local residents 
(d) it displays aesthetic merit, construction techniques of significance to the local area 

B~IEF HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 
Any discussion of the specific history of this structure wou ld be purely speculation. 

REFERENCES: 
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PA62: Arid Lands Botanic Gardens 

CURRENT USE: 

FORMER USE: 

DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION: 

LOCATION: 
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Stage 1 Opened September 1996 

Off Stuart Highway 

Port Augusta West 

Hundred of Copley, PORT AUGUSTA 

SEC: 211 LOT: 85 DP PLN: 36449 CT: 5435/337 

SEC: 211 LOT: 85 DP PLN: 36449 CT: 4401 /598 

View of gardens and sculptures 
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NAME: Arid Lands Botanic Gardens PLACE NO.: PA62 

DESCRIPTION: 
The Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden showcases three main habitat types; low red sand 
dunes, flat chenopod shrubland and a mangrove and fringing samphire community. The site 
is largely unwooded, but several Western Myall and Sugarwood trees are present near the 
dune base. The area of is approximately 250 hectares at Port Augusta West, divided by the 
Stuart Highway. The botanic garden is situated on a portion of the site to the east of the 
highway, featuring special conservation areas, an extensive network of walking tracks, a 
visitor reception building and various sculptural elements. In one of the efforts to remove 
introduced mammals in the park, a rabbit proof fence has been erected. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE: 
The Arid Lands Botanic Garden provides an important focus for arid-zone ecosystem 
conservation and promotes its economic importance for Australia. It also aims to be of 
international significance for the display and promotion, recreation, education, interpretation 
and scientific opportunity of botanic biodiversity of the arid lands of southern Australia. In 
doing this it hopes to become an important centre of expertise in the management and 
conservation of arid zone plant biodiversity; assisting at home and aborad, the reclamation of 
land, the provision of windbreaks, shade, and fuel production. 

Although a work in progress, for the aims above and for the achievements thus far, the Arid 
Lands Botanic Gardens are significant to the local community. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA (Under Section 23(4) of the Development Act 1993): 

(d) the botanic gardens are a result of significant planning and design, tempered by 
economic constraints, they display aesthetic merits and design characteristics combining 
natural environments with planted gardens utilising flora particular to the arid environment of 
the vicinity 
(g) the botanic gardens are of substantial importance within Port Augusta and the Northern 
Region of South Australia 

BRIEF HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 
In 1976 the University of New England conducted a conference on "Growing Australian 
Native Plants" in NSW. At the conference a discussion on endangered species led to the 
passing of a resolution; "That a National System of Native Botanic Gardens be established. 
These should be representative of soil and climatic types throughout Australia and should 
encompass as many of the endangered species as possible". This resolution became the 
formative stage for future conferences and formed the basic idea behind the Australian Arid 
Lands Botanic Garden. 

Following a Churchill Fellowhip Study Tour investigating arid zone amenity horticulture, Port 
Augusta's first Parks & Gardens Superintendent, Mr John Zwar proposed and presented to 
the Royal Australian Institute of Parks and Recreation Conference in 1981 that Port Augusta 
was one site for such a park. 

The Port Augusta City Council endorsed the idea and promoted the proposal within the 
Region, to the State and Commonwealth Governments and also received encouragement 
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and support within Australia and overseas from research organizations, institutions and 
others concerned with arid lands vegetation and related issues. 

In 1983 a Government Working Party was formed to investigate all aspects of the proposed 
park with the subsequent Report supporting Port Augusta as being the preferred site for such 
a Garden. 

Due to considerable local interest a "Friends of the Arid Lands Botanic Garden" group was 
formed in 1984 to foster interest in the concept, raise funds, encourage conservation, 
cultivation and educate the public regarding arid lands flora and lobby for government and 
other financial assistance and backing . 

Through the contributions of volunteers and corporate sponsorship from Western Mining 
Corporation, which funded initial botanical surveys with the assistance of the Botanic 
Gardens of Adelaide, a master plan was eventually adopted. 

The Gardens first permanent worker commenced in 1994, a visitor reception building 
designed by Shannon Architects, was completed in 1995 and by September 1996 the official 
opening of Stage 1 of the AALBG was revealed. 

REFERENCES: 
The Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden- Various Pamphlets, Government of South 
Australia publications of 2008 

Story of the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Gardens, John Zwar, AALBG Board Member, May 
1997 

AALBG Background, Pauline Hedger, Tourism Manager Australian Arid Lands Botanic 
Garden, November 2008 
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