



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Heritage Significance

Owner

Address

Telephone

Comments

Information Sources

lester firth & murton pty Itd
architects urban planners and environmental consultants



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY

Survey Data Sheet

Identification Number 48

Nama St. Barnabas' Hall

(former School of Henry Bonnar)
Location

Rowe Street
Description

Small hall building of random stone construction with
brick quoins and brick surrounds to pointed arch
window and door openings. A decramastic tile roof
replaces original slates. The building is set on
stone footings and the original red gum threshold

and slate steps to the entrance are still in place.

Henry Bonnar started his chool in 1868 with 52 boys
and 25 girls. His was one of three schools
operating in Strathalbyn at that time, with two
others run by Henry Meeks (49 boys and 17 girls) and
Isabella Taylor (16 boys and 40 girls).

Endorsements

National Trust of South Australia, Recorded Lisrt,
reg. 875.

lester firth & murton pty itd
aochitects uiban planners and environmental consultants




Heritage Significance

When Henry Bonnar opened his school in 1868, it

was one of three schools then operating in
Strathalbyn. At a Council meeting on 8th June 1869
the Board of Education recommended the appointment
of Henry Bonnar to conduct a district school, saying
that all three schools in Strathalbyn could no
longer be provided with assistance by the Board.

By 1876, there were two schools operating in
Strathalbyn, Henry Bonnar with 115 pupils, and
Maria Dcwning, who held classes in 'Colman's Store'
with 130. When the school on Colman Terrace was
built in 1880, Henry Bonnar was transferred to the
Morphett Vale School.

Owner

Address

Telephone

Comments

Informat‘on Sources

Harold J. Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S.A. 1973) p95.

National Trust of South Australia, Early Buildings
Committee, reg. 875.

lester firth & murton pty Itd
architects urban planners and environmental consultants



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY

Survey Data Sheet

Identification Number 49

Name

ST. ANDREW'S HALL .
Location
: Alfred Place, cnr. Russell Street

Description

Simple gabled structure with random rubble walls

and brick quoins and corrugated galvanised iron roof
and pointed arch windows. A later addition in
concrete block stands to the south side.

Foundation stone laid by Mathew Rankine Oct. 5, 1911.

Endorsements

lester firth & murton pty Itd
architects urban planners and environmental consultants




Heritage Significance

Owner

Address

Telephone

Comments

Information Sources

. lester firth & murton pty ltd
architects urban ptanners and environmental consultants



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY

Survey Data Sheet

Identification Number 50

Name

SAVINGS BANK OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA
Loc;:tion :

Dawson Street, cnr. Donald Street
Description

Two storeyed building with tiled roof constructed of
rock-faced dolomite, with extensive painted rendered
detailing.

Detailing to the ground floor banking chamber is
heavy and solid with semi-circular-headed arches

and arcading with Romanesque column capitals. There
is a portcullis type door grille to the splayed
corner entrance and the simple grille pattern also
occurs in the fencing and first floor balustrading.

The first floor manager's residence has lighter
Tudor influenced detailing and paired chimneys.

The Savings Bank of South Australia began business

in rented premises at Lot 17, Albyn Terrace in

April 1912. Mr. K.M. Torr was the first manager.

In July 1916, Lot 29, Dawson Street was purchased

but tenders for the new building were not called
until September 1929. The building was completed

in November 1930 and officially opened on December
17th. Mr. C. Letchford was the manager at that time.
The contractor was Mr. V.A. Trenouth of Ashford and
the architect Mr. A.S. Conrad of Adelaide.

Endorsements

National Trust of South Australia, Recorded List,
Reg. No. 2051.

lester firth & murton pty Itd
architects urban planners and environmental consultants




Heritage Significance

The Savings Bank building forms part of the Gollan
subdivision (comprising Donald Street, Catherine
Street and Gollan Crescent) and is significantly
placed with regard 'to both this subdivision and
Dawson Street.

Visually it relates well to the adjacent Christ
Chruch building in both massing and texture and its
imposing corner location lends structure and solidity
to Dawson Street in particular. It is a valuable
element in the Dawson Street streetscape.

Owner

Address

Telephone

Comments

The contractor for this building, Mr. V.A. Trenouth,
was a nephew of Mr. R.C. Trenouth who was contractor
for many earlier buildings in Strathalbyn.

Information Sources

National Trust of South Australia, Early Buildings
Register, No. 2051.

Harold J. Stowe, They Built Strathalby,
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, South Australia,
1973) pb61.

lester firth & murton pty Itd
architects urban planners and environmental consultants



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY

Survey Data Sheet

Identification Number 51

Name

Church of Christ
Location

Dawson Street
Description

The original construction consists of a simple nave
with random limestone walling, cement trim to
pointed arch window and door surrounds and a gabled
roof clad with slate. The porch at front appears

to be an early addition and is similarly constructed.
The interior is austere with a flattened gambrel
profile ceiling and trussed roof.

The Church of Christ in Strathalbyn began in 1869,
with 23 members, then known as the Christian Chapel.
First meetings were held in the home of Mrs. Burkett
at Belvidere, and evangelistic services were held in
the 'Agriculture Hall' under the leadership of

H.S. Earle, Thomas Porter and T.G. Gore. A block of
land was bought for £ 20, and the contract to build
the church let to R.C. Trenouth for {241, with a

Mr. Dick as carpenter. It was opened Tuesday

March 30th, 1873. A new vestry to the church was
opened February 11th, 1939 by Miss Betsy Ann Taylor,
who had been a member for 61 years.

Additions, of concrete block construction, to the

rear of the church, were built 1962-3. The vestry
of 1939 appears either to have been demolished or -
to have been incorporated in the recent additions.!

National Trust of South Australia, Recorded List,
reg. 164,

lester firth & murton pty Itd
architects urban planners and environmental consultants




Heritage Significance

The Church of Christ is one of several churches
erected in Strathalbyn during the early 1870's in
what appears to have been an access of enthusiasm
for the erection of religious buildings perhaps
stimulated by the appearance of the new square
castellated tower to St. Andrews in 1869. Several
of the other church buildings of this period,
including the St. Andrews tower, were the work of
Richard Trenouth.

The Church of Christ is one element in an
interesting group of buildings at the southern end
of Dawson Street, east side, which includes the
Savings Bank of South Australia building and the
Masonic Hall.

Owner

Address

Telephone

Comments

Information Sources

Harold J. Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S.A. 1973) p93.

Back to Strathalbyn Souvenir 1933
'Back to Strathalbyn' Committee, Strathalbyn 1933

National Trust of South Australia, Early Buildings
Committee, reg. 164.

lester firth & murton pty Itd
architects urban planners and environmentil consultants



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY

Survey Data Sheet

Identification Number 52

Name

MASONIC HALL
Location

Dawson Street,
Description

The Masonic Lodge was established in Strathalbyn in
1866, with the first meeting being held in the left
of the stables at the Terminus Hotel. Subsequent
meeting-places included the Robin Hood Hotel, the
Southern Argus office, and the Institute Hall in High
Street.

In May 1895, E.V. Tucker gave Block 27, Dawson Street
for the purpose of building premises for the Lodge.

In April 1896 tenders were called to erect a building,
and a tender for 225 pounds was accepted. Chief
Justice Samuel J. Way laid the foundation-stone on

May 22 1896, and the work carried out by Mr. H.A.
Wenzel, a local contractor. The lodge was consecrated
on September 11, 1896. The architect was Mr. Hart

of Norwood.

In 1912 a new supper-room was added, which in 1957
was enlarged and converted for use as the main lodge
room, with the older building being converted for
use as a supper-room. The new lodge room was
consecrated on August 8, 1958.

Endorsements

lester firth & murton pty Itd
architects urban planners and environmental consultants




Heritage Significance

Owner

Address

Telephone

Comments

Information Sources

Harold J. Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn,
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S.A. 1973) pp.128,129

lester firth & murton pty Itd
architects urban planners and environmental consultants



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY

Survey Data Sheet

Identification Number 53

Name Former Police Station and Courthouse
(now National Trust Museum)

Location

- Rankine Street, cnr. South Terrace

Description

Former police station and courthouse buildings
constructed of freestone with dressed quoins and
surrounds to windows and doors. The original small
paned casement windows and fretwork to bargeboards
are intact. The central entrance is set in a
recessed section of walling surmounted by a Dutch
style gable holding a memorial stone giving the

date of construction. This recessed section originally
formed an entrance porch, but the semi-circular
arched openings were later infilled to form a door
and windows and a rather plain canopy added at the
front. The courthouse section was built subsequent
to the police station itself, though in basically
the same style, but with semi-circular rather than
segmentally-headed windows. The stables to the rear
have a large ground floor entrance and a semi-
circular headed opening to the loft.

The tender of John Morris and William Willcock for
the building of a police station and courthouse

was accepted in February 1858. Some problems
occurred in achieving satisfactory superintendence

of the work, but the station was ready for occupation
in September 1858 and Constable Paul Foelesche took-
up residence there. The stables were added in 1864
and the courthouse in 1866.

Endorsements

National Trust of South Australia, Classified List,
reg. 138.

lester firth & murton pty Itd
architects urban planners and environmental consultants




Heritage Significance

The old police station and courthouse now stands
somewhat isolated amongst buildings of much more
recent construction.

The building now no longer serves its original
function, having been replaced by a new structure

on Commercial Road, at the corner of Wallbank Street.
It was taken over in 1975 by the National Trust and
has been converted for use as a museum.

Owner

Information Sources

Harold Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S.A. 1973) pp43,44

National Trust of South Australia, Early Buildings
Committee, reg. 138.

lester firth & murton pty Itd
architects urban planners and envir:.c.inental consultants



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY

Survey Data Sheet

Identification Number 54

Name

RAILWAY STATION
Location
. off South Terrace
Description

In December 1881 a banquet was held at the Strathalbyn
Institute Hall to celebrate the passing of the Mt.
Barker-Strathalbyn Railway Bill.

In June 1882 tenders were called for the building of
the line, which included a branch from Sandergrove
to Milang, and the tender of Messrs. Walker and Swan
for 143,000 pounds was accepted.

On September 15, 1884 the railway was officially

" opened, but no special ceremony was observed. It was
reported in the Southern Argus that "the value of

the railway was yet to be observed". Again, on

December 17, the Strathalbyn-Goolwa and the Strathalbyn-
Milang lines were opened, but no official ceremony

was observed.

During 1884 a reservoir was built north of Strathalbyn,
in the "Hampden" property of the Stirling family, to
provide water for the railway, and a large tank was
erected in the Strathalbyn station yards to service

the engines with water. The construction was carried
out by Fry Brothers.

Endorsements

lester firth & murton pty Itd
architects urban planners and environmental consultants




Heritage Significance

Owner

Address

Telephone

Comments

Information Sources

Harold J. Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn,
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S.A. 1973) pp 50,51.

lester firth & murton pty Itd
architects urban planners and environmental consuitants



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY

Survey Data Sheet

Identification Number 55

Name
OLD GASWORKS (Provincial Gas Company)-
Location
. South Terrace
\
Description

The Provincial Gas Company, in November 1868, accepted
the tender of Mr. R.C. Trenouth to build gas works

on Pt. Section 2605, South Terrace, and by November
1869 preparations were in hand to provide gaslight

for the town. Gas lamps were installed at the Post
Office in August 1870 and in November of that year

the sale of the first coal tar from the gas works

took place.

.In May 1875 the Corporation called tenders for the
erection of six gas lamps in the streets, and Mr.
James Kennedy secured the contract. The lamps were
first operated on June 28, 1875.

In 1916 the Gas Company decided to closed its
operation, 1its gas mains by this time beginning

to rust. It continued, however until late 1917 when
the powerhouse in Commercial Road was opened.

Endorsements

lester firth & murton pty Itd
architects urban planners and environmental consultants



Heritage Significance

Owner

Address

Telephone

Comments

Information Sources

Harold J. Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn,
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S.A. 1973) p.62.

lester firth & murton pty Itd
architects urban planners and environmental consultants



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY

Survey Data Sheet

Identification Number 56

Name

BRYAN'S BREWERY
Location

South Terrace, cnr. Murray Street.
Description

The Adelaide Observer on January 12, 1867 reported
that a brewery was being built on the south-eastern
side of Strathalbyn. Two years later the Argus
described it as an experiment to see whether such

an establishment would prove remunerative. No
extensive building was contemplated at the start, but
an extensive cellar had been dug, which proved to be
cool and dry. Shortage of water was an initial
problem, but after using spring water for some time,
a large underground tank was built, which then

+ supplied water for manufacturing beer.

A Mr. Guildford Gray was the last known brewer in
these premises and when he left the brewing of beer
ceased. The premises were bought by James Stowe and
converted into a coach-painting establishment.

It is said that the tank built to supply water for
beer-making was constructed with a stone drain leading
under the flence to Murray Street, supposedly an over-
flow, but in fact designed as a duct to collect
floodwaters from the street. So the beer was made
from tank water which came in from the road.

Endorsements

lester firth & murton pty Itd
architects urban planners and environmental consultants




Heritage Significance

Owner

Address

Telephone

Comments

Information Sources

Harold J. Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn,
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S.A. 1973) p. 117.

lester firth & murton pty Itd
architects urban planners and environmental consultants



STRATHALBYN CONSERVATION STUDY

Survey Data Sheet

Identification Number 57

Name
House (former residence to Rowe's
Brittania Foundrv)
Location
4 South Terrace
Description

Two storeyed residence of squared stone construction
with brick quoins and brick window and door surrounds.
The roof is of corrugated galvanised iron. In the
eastern wall is a wide arched opening with rubbed
brick voussoirs and very low camber, supporting a
fireplace and chimney directly above. The twelve
paned sliding sash windows also have rubbed brick
heads but with arch bars as well.

Deterioration of window and door frames and timberwork
in general is evident, with paintwork having been
neglected.

William Rowe built this residence with an adjoining
foundry in 1855 and began manufacturing farm
machinery and also provided a wheelwrighting service.
It is said that at one time there were thirteen
blacksmith's forges operating here. The foundry

was sold to William Dick in April 1878, but a fire
in October of the same year caused considerable
damage, and though efforts were made to restore the
foundry to operation, these failed and manufacturing
ceased on the premises.

Endorsements

National Trust of South Australia, Recorded List,
reg. 870.

lester firth & murton pty Itd
arctitiects utt:an planners and environmental consultants




Heritage Significance

William Rowe was born in Truro, Cornwall in 1820,

and first went to Victoria in the early 1850's
before setting up his foundry in Strathalbyn in 1855.
The lack of overhanging eaves or sun protection to
windows on this building indicates his lack of
familiarity with the South Australian climate.

It is said that at one time, thirteen blacksmith's
forges operated at the foundry employing many local
people. In August 1869 the foundry produced one of
the first velocipedes in the south.

A fire in 1878 caused the cessation of operations
at the foundry, and now only the two storey residence
remains.

Owner

Information Sources

Harold J. Stowe, They Built Strathalbyn
(Investigator Press, Leabrook, S.A. 1973) p112

National Trust of South Australia, Early Buildings
Committee, reg. 870.

lester firth & murton pty Itd
architects urban planners and environmental consultants





