THE

BAROSSA

SURVEY

Final Report of A Research Project by the
School of Architecture, S.A. Institute of
Technology, and the Department of History,
Adelaide College of Advanced Education,
for the Australian Heritage Commission.
Gordon Young
lan Harmstorf
Donald Langmead

Pub 1 i shed

1977

(Cover illustration : Photograph of the Sporn
Family outside their farmhouse at Light Pass,
c. 1900.)

I

CONTENTS OF THE BAROSSA SURVEY REPORT
Agricultural land use at
Bethany, German Farmhouses,
his tori ca 1 or i gins , Ear 1y
19th century Bethany
Farmhouses, Farm Buildings,
Constructional Techniques,
Black Kitchens and Ovens.
Cellars, Later 19th century
developments.

VOLUME 1

Introduction

Recommendations

3

Preface

7

CHAPTER

The Barossa District

8

Geology, Topography, Climate,
Soils, Vegetation, Agricultural
Land Use. The Towns, Lutheran
Churches and Cemeteries.

Gordon Young

VOLUME II

Gordon Young
Roger Smith &
Robert Nicol.

CHAPTER 2

German Settlements in
South Aus tra 1i a

The historical origins of the
method of land settlement
displayed at Bethany: its
forms and origins.

138

P. Stansborough
H. Wirthensohn

Ian Harmstorf

The Bethany Survey 1976

German Farmhouses at
LJght Pass
(Sporn & Polst families)
Comparison with English
farmhouses, The Sporn Farm,
Willows Road Cottage, The
Polst Farm.

41

Historical reasons for German
Migration, Location of early
settlements (Klemzig, Hahndorf,
Lobethal, Bethany).
CHAPTER 3

CHAPTER 4 :

CHAPTER 5

16.4

Other Surveys
Goat Square Tanunda (Ziegen
Markt), Farmhouses at Greenock,
Marananga, Light Pass, "A Manning
House.''

53

Gordon Young

CHAPTER 6

KaiserStuhl

Sanctuary
Gordon Young

188

CHAPTER 7

Gomersal
History of the Schoenborn
School and Churches

194

Ian Harmstorf

CHAPTER 8

Artefacts

201

Bridges, Carts, Farm Equipment,
Cooking Utensils, Apparel
Gordon Young &
Ian Harmstorf

Future Surveys

CHAPTER 9

233

The Angas Family; Seppeltsfield
Gordon Young

VOLUME III

246
255
257
258

Glossary
Bibliography
Acknowledgements
APPENDICES :

Eds. A. Marsden &
I. Harmstorf

A.
B.
C.

D.
E.

Post Script

Aboriginals in the Barossa
Valley Area.
Land Use In The Bethany
Region From 1844 to 1900.
History of the 11 Herberge
Christi 11 Church, Bethany.
The Re1 igious Attitudes Of
German Lutherans To Their
Land.
The Practice Of Magic And
Witchcraft Among The German
Lutherans In The Barossa
Va 11 ey.

Ian Harmstorf
Alexandra Marsden

259
269
289
294

311

321

CHAPTER FOUR :
P~D.

GERMAN FARMHOUSES AT LIGHT PASS

Stansborough and H.E. Wirthensohn

138

GERMAN FARM HOUSES AT LIGHT PASS
JOHANN SPORN HOUSE
Johann Sporn was born atSeirfersdorf, Germany
in 1824. He was apprenticed to a blacksmith
and after completing four years he emigrated to
South Australia. He boarded the ship 1 George
Washington• at the German port of Bremen and
arrived at Port Adelaide in 1841. He remained
in Adelaide for the next three years working
as a blacksmith.
In 1844 he moved to Light
Pass where he started a blacksmith shop,
producing the district 1 s first reaping machine
as well as various other agricultural implements.
In 1851, Johann Sporn bought 80 acres of land
from George Fife Angas for the sum of 80 pounds,
and built the existing Sporn homestead there.
Over the next three years he acquired another
60 acres from the South Australian Company
south of his original purchase.
It appears that
the Sporns were becoming quite wealthy, and
land purchase records of the ensuing years indicate
that the family acquired further holdings around
the townships of Greenock and Kapunda. Besides
these properties the family owned interests in
various others within the town of Angaston.
Johann Sporn, as well as being a prominent
citizen in the area,was a member of the local
council and remained so for a number of years.
By the late 1870 1 s the family owned a total of
about 800 acres of land, predominantly used for
crops and mixed farming; a small portion (about
20 acres) was planted with vines.
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Today the farm is managed by the descee1'dants
of Johann Sporn while sheep and wheat still
provide the major source of income.
Generally, the German colonial house, with its
neatly arranged barn, stable and sheds formed
the nucleus of a well organised 'Bauernhof'
(farmyard) .
The Sporn homestead does not reveal any specific
arrangement of buildings as in the Polst farm
but there are two definable courtyards. A glance
at the site plan should reveal that these are
separated by the wheat barn and stables. This
courtyard arrangement of larger farms was quite
common in Europe, and possibly comes from a
process of addition as more land came under
cultivation. Thus increased productivity and
improvements in farming methods meant that
specialised buildings for various kinds of storage
had to be constructed.
Such a pattern of expansion is evident in the
Sporn Homestead. The original cottage and bunkhouse, together with the wheat barn, form a neat
definable courtyard. As the family grew and
became wealthier, a large stable was added as well
as numerous sheds and barns. Although it is a
stone building (unlike the others) the blacksmith
shop is probably in its original location.
Whether Johann Sporn started his business at this
parti~ular location is not known.
He did not
actually own this land until 1851, seven years
after his arrival at Light Pass.
It is possible
that his blacksmith shop was located elsewhere for
those years.

Mixed farming of the kind undertaken by the S~orns
required a considerable and increasing variety of
buildings for the closely interrelated farming
processes. The storage and threshing of the cereal
crop required a building ofaspecific type and this
was . usualll the earliest on a typical
.
farmstead.
The indications are that the wheat earn
was one of the original structures on the Sporn
farm. We may assume that the original farm consisted
of the cottage, bunkhouse, wheat barn and probably
the blacksmith shop. Smaller buildings to accommodate cattle, horses and pigs may have been present.
A well, which was the original water supply, is
located in the middle of the courtyard. The top of
this well is sti 11 to be seen behind the present
house.
As the farm holdings grew, more sheds were needed.
Probably the next building erected was the stable.
The stone work and the brick corners and windows
indicate a more recent building than the blacksmith
shop or wheat barn. It would have housed the horses
and possibly the cows at milking time.
At the same time, the increasing range of wheeled
implements and carts required to improve culti~ation
generated the demand for a cart and implement shed.
It is probable that part of the wheat barn was
originally used for this purpose, but as the farm
grew, extra storage areas were required. Consequently, a buggy shed was built, and other simple slab
barns were erected. Almost certainly the stable was
used to provide storage for some farm implements.
The wheatbarnwould have continued to provide
storage for cereals and fodder. Among the minor
buildings on the fa rm the pigsty was important as
pigs disposed of a lmost all the unwanted scraps
1.

Brunski 11 R.\·1. Illustrated Handbook of
Ve rnacu 1a'r Ard· · tectu re (london) 1970 p. 1 33
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and were a valuable source of meat. The Germans
are renowned for their smoked meats and all German
homesteads contained a smoke-house, Chickens were
important and often ran loose in the farmyard.
Chicken . houses were often combined with other
buildings but here they were located behind the
pigsty.

(a)

.x. Sketch oF buildings
~· Plan, house (1}, cow- house (2),

stoble (3), barn (4), Ioose box (s)

Thus the barn, stables, implement and cart sheds
and minor buildings were combined with the farmyard to form the working part of the farmstead.
In construction they generally followed the
local patterns set by domestic buildings although
there was an appreciably longer time lag in the
adoption of new materials.
Brunskill remarks that sometimes the English
farmhouse was set apart from the farm buildings
to reflect a social distinction, which became
increasingly important, It would often turn its
back on the farm buildings while being related
to them ax i a 11 y. 2

(b) .:x:... Ske.tc.h of bui !dings
~ Plan, houseO), carthor:se
sbable (_2.\ cow- house (3),
barn (4') ,carriage horse
sl:.oble US), trepnouse. (6),

At the Sporn homestead the original courtyard has
been reduced in size by the progressive extensions
to the original house.
The present Sporn House is historically significant
and the construction techniques used point to the
German origin of the owners. The original house
was erected in the late 1860's and is basically
of stone and brick construction. It was extended
in the late 1880's and 1890's, and again in 1921
but has not changed in appearance since that date.
The verandah roof styles have been changed at least
three times, the last being the addition of the
parapet to the gable walls.
2.

cartshe.d wil:h grc:mer~(1)1
over pig-sties 1 shelter
!:>'ned, etc. CS)

a)

U shaped & courtyard Farmstead layouts
from Brunskill, R.W. Vernacular Architecture
of the Lake Counties.

Bru.Oski 11, R.W. Vernacular Architecture
of the Lake Counties (London) 1974 p. 81.
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The entrance front has changed little since the
house was first erected and the original wall on that
side was of stone, similar to the blacksmith shop;
the cement render was added at a later date.
The interior of the house appears to be original.
The floors are either of slate (as in the kitchen)
or of timber (as in bedrooms and the three 'day' rooms)
The ceilings in all rooms are composed of beams
supporting a thick wattle and daub ceiling to the
full depth of the beams. The ceilings of two front
rooms have been brightly rendered with flower patterns,
similar to wallpaper in appearance. The roof appears
to be of typical German construction and close inspec§ion reveals the traditional markings on the rafters.
It appears that the original roof covering could have
been galvanized iron, as it is today. The Western
gable of the roof space contains a single window and
this is probably where the girls of the family had
their bedroom in the attic. This room was reached by
the staircase from the kitchen.
The kitchen once contained a fireplace along almost
the entire length of the southern . wall but this was
bricked in some years ago to form a simple fireplace.
The entrance to the cellar is found in the kitchen;
the cellar was used to store all the meats and other
goods that needed cool conditions.
The windows of the house consist of three casement
1 ights to each with a single fanlight over.
It appears
that timber shutters were not used although old photographs show there was one on a western window. The
door frames are delicately worked as are the doors;
almost all doors have the original handles and latches.
The rooms contain antique furniture and fittings,
some having been brought from Germany by the Sporns.
3. Brasse, L. German Colonial Architecture in South
Australia. (unpublished thesis). S.A.I.T. Library,
pp. 14 - 18.

The original cottage was probably built soon after
Johann Sporn acquired this section of land. A fire
almost destroyed the cottage some years ago, and it
was difficult to establish the original plan. The
remaining undamaged section contains the kitchen with
a cellar beneath.
The cottage is of 1 fachwerk 1 construction with a
wattle and daub infi 11. Its present floor is of brick,
but it is unlikely that this was the original construction. It is probable that the floor consisted of hardwood boards on hardwood beams, the space underneath
being filled with a mixture of clay and straw. This
form of construction provided a thermally insulated
ceiling to the cellar below.
The ceiling in the cottage is similar to those found
in the main house, but here the wattle and daub infill
does not extend below the beams.
The fireplace contains an oven which was probably
used as a bake oven before the detached bakehouse
was built at the back.
The bakehouse is detached from the cottage and is
constructed entirely of brick. There is a very long
oven at the back of the structure and the blackened
walls suggest that it was used as both smokehouse
and bake oven. It is be 1 i eved that the bakehouse
was built at a later date than the cottage- perhaps
to serve the growing family.
Little can be said about the bunkhouse because it
was des t rayed by f i re, It was a 1 f achwe rk 1 bu i 1ding,
probably built soon after the original cottage to
provide more accommodation for the family as well as
storage.
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a)
The wheat barn is built of stone. The northern
section was originally open and was used to house
the farm cart. It has been closed and is now used
as a store.
The other section of the barn has a timber floor
which may have been used as · a threshing floor.
This was common in the early days of colonization
and evidence of it can be found in other parts of
South Australia.

roofing - - - - - - - - - , . . 4

betten

rafter

The unthreshed wheat would be stacked on one side of
the threshing floor, while threshed straw was stacked
on the other. The sheaves were then opened on the
f loor, beaten with the flails, the straw residue
being lifted to one side and the ears winnowed by the
natural draught. The process was a slow, labourious
one. The grain was taken to Schl ·inke's Mi 11
(established at Bethany in 1843)
and the straw
was used for thatching or fodder.
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The ceiling of the wheat barn is similar to the ceiling
construction of the original cottage, but somewhat
cruder. The attic space above the barn may have
been used as a storage area for wheat and hay ,
The roof structure is traditionally German, consisting
of a number of triangular trusses formed by the
rafters and ceiling beams. Braced underpurlins
provide stability to the roof. We found no evidence
of any other type of roof covering and concluded that
the original roof was of galvanized iron.
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The building contains many examples of the items
originally manufactured, while the bellows and
hearth are still intact.
The floor is compacted
earth .
It appears that the stab l es were built later than
the other stone buildings, possibly a short time
after the main house. This is borne out by the
greater use of brick in this building. The stables
had separate stalls with a timber partition long
enough to prevent the horses from backing into
each other and tall enough to stop them biting. A
feeding trough ran the entire length of the stalls.
The floor of the stable is cobble stone while the
roof covering is galvanized iron.
The southern end of the stables was undoubtedly
used as a storage area for the waggons and farm
implements.
It may have also been used for a
hay or straw store.
The buggy shed was a wattle and daub structure .
It was pulled down some years ago and no trace remains
of the or i gina 1 bu i 1ding. It was probab 1y simi 1a r in
construction to the implement barn at the Polst Farm.
There are numerous other small buildings dotted around
the farmstead. They are basically of slab construction
with thatched roofs. Most are in disrepair.
They may once have housed cattle at night or in winter,
but now there is no real use for them.
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WILLOWS ROAD COTTAGE
The Willows Road cottage lies about 300 metres
west of the Sporn Farm. The house is almost
in ruins but there still remains enough evJdence
to determine the extent of the original structure,
and its construction.
It is very similar to the original cottage on the
Sporn farmstead.
It is a fachwerk bu i 1ding and
has a detached bake oven at the rear. Whether
the existing lean-toroof over the oven is original
is difficult to tell, but it is assumed that
there was a roof of sorts, long since replaced
by the present one.
The cottage consists of two rooms, each having
a fireplace sharing a common flue.
It is
probable that the larger room served as the
kitchen and living room while the other was a
bedroom. The ceiling is the same as that in the
cottage at the Sporn farm; a 1 ittle trap-door
to the attic suggests that it may have been used
as storage space. There is no evidence of a
cellar, although it may have been filled in,
The walls and ceiling have been rendered smooth
and white-washed.
The external treatment and type of fenestration
is similar to the Sporn cottage. The verandah
runs the fu 11 1eng th of the northern side and
would have provided good shading in the summer
months. It is, however, a typical South
Australian "front verandah''.
Adjacent to the cottage is a barn of slab
construction, now in disrepair. A well is located
to the north-east.

Plan of Willows Road Cottage.
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JOHANN GOTTLOB POLST - HOUSE
The Polst family came from Gross-Laeswitz
Schlesien, Germany, Johann Gottlob Polst came
to Australia in 1851 on the ship 'Docken Huden 1 •
He was a tailor but it appears that he did not
continue at his trade after his arrival.
Records of land sales in South Australia indicate
that he first settled in the Kapunda District.
In 1863 he purchased the small portion of land
where the homestead now stands. The present
house is probably an extension of an original
two-roomed cottage. The land was bought from
Johann Gottlob Klemm and Gottlieb Niejalke;
they in turn, it seems, purchased it from
Gottlieb Erdmann Weber who is on record as
living at Light Pass in 1848.

Po 1s t Farmhouse

CottagO

0

In the following years Johann Gottlob purchased
more land around his homestead, although
much of his holding has since been sold and
subsequently sub-divided.

Cart Shed

Courtyard

In 1860 Polst married Anna Elisabet Staehr and
she bore him five children. The eldest
Johann Wilhelm, lived on the property until his
death in 1942. In 1885 Johann Wilhelm married
Maria Louise John.
The farm buildings are falling into disrepair. but
there is enough left to indicate the origins of
the early settlers.
The grain /cart shed that
1 ies to the north-west of the house is a fine
example of a 'fachwerk' structure, common in
the early years of German settlements.

We 11
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Stable

Well

Vegetable
Garden.
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The Polst farm is well ordered and the typical
courtyard is easily defined. The three barns face
it while the house faces a vegetable garden.
This layout is similar to that found in Prus;ia
in the early part of the nineteenth century.
A well is located in the north-east corner of the
courtyard, and no doubt provided the water for both
house and stables.
The Polst family's holdings were not as extensive
as the Sporn's but the identical type of farming means
that the buildings were of a similar type, including
a
g rain/cart shed, storage sheds, stables and
implement/tool sheds. The courtyard provided a
central place where the horses could be groomed, and
harnessed to the farm machines.
It was also the
common feeding place for the chickens and pigs.
The present house is possibly an extension of a tworoomed cottage, presumably built by Weber. The
original house may have been a simple wattle and
It is also possible that the
daub structure.
original cottage may have been pulled down and
replaced by the present stone and brick house.
The house has a large cellar and extensions have
been made to the back. The windows are similar
to those found at the Sporn House and the verandah
extends around the northern and western walls.
The timber framed stable is probably the best
existing example of slab structure barns in this
area.
It has sti 11 the original thatched roof
and a stone cobbled floor. The barn was probably
used to house the horses and cows. An extension
to the barn was made to the southern end to house
the family carts. This extension is of almost
the exact construction used for the original

5.

Lehrke, H.

stable, the difference being that wire was used to
carry the thatch, and the walls were planks on
timber girts and not timber slabs. The notching of
the horizontal poles into the main timber columns is
quite an ingenious way of separating the animals,
while having the minimum doors required to get those
animals out of the barn. All three doors on the
stable are simply hinged and at knee level have
resting pads for the purpose of closing the door with
the knee while pushing with the hands above. An iron
rod, inserted into the tree trunk jamb keeps the door
closed. The stable, although open-gabled at both ends,
still remains very dry and warm. Ventilation is good
without being draughty.
As the name suggests the shed was intended principally
for the storage of grain which had previously been
threshed, but not milled. Half of it had a timber
floor of a similar type to that found in the wheat
barn on the Sporn Farm. This would have been used in
the same manner, while the roof space above provided
extra storage for the grain. Often the grain was
stored in chests, but more commonly in heaps on the
floor.
It was believed that the movement of air below
the timbered floor would help to keep the grain sweet
while at the upper level spoilage by vermin could be
reduced.
A lean-to shed at the back of the building was
probably used as a grain store also, and indications
are that it was built at the same time as the rest of
the shed. The cart shed was provided to protect the
farm implements from the weather. The construction
is of traditional German 1 Fachwerk 1 structure.

Das Niedersachsische Baue·rnhaus
i n Wa 1deck .

(Ma r b (J r g ) 1967.
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When using ' wattle and daub'' type panels to
form the infill in fachwerk it was common
practice to wedge pointed stakes into holes in
the upper member and a V or U shaped slot in the
lower member to provide a series of vertical stakes.
A mixture of clay and straw was then plugged in
and smoothed on both sides. It was then whitewashed to make it waterproof. The carpentry on
the building is of an excellent quality, some of
the joints have been cut expertly while round
timber dowels cut flush with the timber face are
used in lieu of nails, River Red Gum has been
used and this is recognised by the silver-grey
colour it attains on weathering.
1

148

EB

north

LOCATION

PLAN
149

South Elevation- Original

North Elevation -Original

South Elevation

I

West Elevation- Original

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Present House
Bla{·ksmith
Wheat Barn
Buggy Shed
Stables
Sheds
7. Bakehouse
8. Original H~JSe\
9. Bunk Hous~ '_)

cY
0

Scale

Scale
North

~

'ft~~H

0
1
2-3
· ·
-

..-- :~~
0 <4
8 12m

4m
1

-; ~tJJlk

I

•

< • };i >·: ·.

~ IBI~L - ~

-

l'lltlin

r:::J

-51!-Cot-.JD

E-1<.\(-NSION

~

1,_,

e>Cn:-+J610t-J

1:>20

North
Willow Road

••

SPORN HOUSE
delt .. P. STANSBOROlJGH

150

North Ell'vat ion

West Elevation

Scale

-=»

•+

I

2m

SPORN

HOUSE

delt., P. STANSBOROUGH

151

rii ti:·f, iiil!f1

North

l

: El e va'tion

East

Elt•vation

·

Eu~t

Ell'vation

\Vest

'
I

~ - · · · - - - · - · - -l

Elevation

--,

l

South

North

Elc\'ation

South

Elevation

Plan

Cellar

.......
North

Plan
BLACKSMITH

SHOP

Ell'vation

ORIGINAL COTTAGE

Wt•st

El t'vat ion

Plan

··- Scale
0

1

2

3

4m

Section A A

•

•

SPORN

HOUSE

dPlt., H .WIRTH ENSOHN

152

South

Wes t

El e vation

North

Elevation

Ea s t

Elevation

E le v a tion

··" ..'

· \~(

St.·ction

'- ':!~

BB

' .'.~ :·,'!-_t/1:~-~,~nr ·

Ea s t

Elev ation

East

Elevation

Plan

South Elevation

WHEAT BARN

··- .
Scale

0

...
+

SPORN

1

2

3

4m

HOUSE

de h.~ H. WIRTH ENS OH N

153

[:.~st

:"iorth

Eleution

Ell'\lltion

West

Elevation

· · ··~!J:r.•..

' ' ·'f/.;;;· .·=r;.y
- ~ ·

.

PI an

Scalr

-

n•2
o
1

-

....-

-

HALF T I \t BE R BAR ._.

~
'orth

Fl LL

Tl\tHER

8:\R'\

3 4m

Sell It

•••
· ··r
0 5 10 15 20m

St:ction A-A

Section

...

+

B-8

POLST

HOUSE

de It., H . W I RT H EN S 0 H N

154

THE MOST RECENT HOUSE ON THE SPORN PROPERTY,
LIGHT PASS.
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THE ORIGINAL STRUCTURE OF THE EARLY COTTAGES
ON THE SPORN PROPERTY IS NOW LARGELY OBSCURED
BY CORRUGATED IRON.
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SOUTH VIEW OF THE STONE WHEAT BARN AT THE
SPORN PROPERTY, LIGHT PASS.
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BELLOWS AND FORGE IN THE SMITHY AT THE
SPORN PROPERTY.
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OTHER SURVEYS

Gordon Youn_g
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(a)

Goat Square, Tanunda (Ziegen Markt)
This is a very distinctive village square
with houses located around it in such a
manner as to create a considerable amount
of open space for holding a market.
The space is also well protected by formal
groves of trees.
Two of the properties adjoining the square
have been acquired by the Barossa Valley
Archives and Historical Trust. We have .
measured and drawn one of these, the
Rieschieck House. This was built upon land
originally owned by Charles Flaxman. In
1852 and 1858 he sold part of his holding
to Johann Gottlob Rieschieck.
Rieschieck was born on 15 May 1815 at
Peterswalde, Re i chenbach, Silesia.
He arrived in South Australia in 1849
and practised as a shoemaker in Tanunda.
He died on 26 April 1865. His wife, who
was also from Peterswalde, bore him eight
children and lived until August 1893.
The house was built before 1860, and from
September of that year until the end of
1862 it was used as the meeting place for
a break-away group from the Langmeil
Lutheran Church. It is possible that the
large room located at the west end of
the house was erected to accommodate this
new congregation.
A large cellar was
built under the room, possibly for storing
the church wine.

The plans of the house clearly show these developments
and indicate that the original house may have had a
black kitchen i~ the hall with back-up flues from
the adjoining fireplaces.
In January 1867 some of Rieschieck's land was
sold to Carl Gottlob Maywald, who built part of
the large property now owned by Mr and Mrs Geyer.
This extensive building could have been two
separate residences or a shop and residence.
Apart from a very well preserved baking oven in a
small entrance hall it does not display any major
German characteristics in its plan. However, it
has a typically German trussed roof structure with
a heavy pugged clay ceiling and a meat smoking
chamber in the loft space.
(b) Farmhouses
1)

Greenock. A small two-roomed cottage with a
cellar and outside bakehouse has been discovered
on Mr. Brock's property at Greenock. This is a
timber framed and panelled house (fachwerk).
The panel infill is wattle and daub, now covered
on the outside with asbestos cement sheets.
Internally, the plaster finishes are carried
across the timber studwork which must have been
roughened beforehand with an adze.
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Large timber ceiling beams occur at relatively
close centres and are boarded over with hardwood. Vertical boarding is used to fill in the
gable ends of the roof and a door at one end
gives access to the loft spaces. The verandah
is paved with carefully laid brick, using
specially made chamfered bricks for the edges.
Next to the front door a boarded stair well
gives access to the partly buried brick cellar.
2)

Marananga. Another small two-roomed cottage
with a central hall and black kitchen is
located behind the present farmhouse of
Mr. V.L. Handke at Marananga.
This is an interesting group of buildings and
it illustrates the development of the
farmhouses the family built between 1853 and
1921.
There are three of these. Less than a
decade after the first house was built, a stone
walled cottage with an outside baking oven was
erected near it.
The original cottage is the most complete
example of a closed passage type farmhouse we
have yet found; it even has its original
thatched roof. This house was built by
Friedrich Wilhelm Heinze from Prittis~h
in the province of Posen, who migrated
with Pastor Kavel 's congregation in 1838.

The Heinze family owned the property until
1973, and this first building was in use as a
house as late as 1912. It is a partly timberframed structure with large red gum posts set
into the end corners and at each side of the door.
The rough trussed timber roof has a number of
un-sawn members in it. The parlour and hall
ceilings are boarded and pugged over, whilst the
bedroom ceiling was originally finished with
hessian and possibly white-washed. This room
has a carefully laid brick floor. The original
black kitchen and smoking chamber over it in
the loft space are perfectly preserved. In
fact very little would need to be done to return
this cottage to its original condition.

3) Light Pass.

George Friedrick Schmidt migrated
to Light Pass from Tauxdorf, a small village on
the River Oder in Lower Silesia. The cottage
which he built still stands beside the modern
homestead. Originally a two-roomed cottage was
erected with a central hall and black kitchen.
From the hall access was obtained to the loft by
a fixed ladder. From the black kitchen a flight
of steps led to a cellar. (This may have been
added later, underneath the lean-to additions.)
An unusual feature of the house is the outside
bake-oven which was built with an additional
room off the verandah at the side of the front
door. But the complicated black kitchen and
smoking chamber is the most interesting part of
the house.
This is a domed structure with high
cross timber members to hang meats for smoking.
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A ladder or winch must have been used as there
is no access door into it from the loft space.
Back-to-back with the kitchen are the two
fireplaces serving the parlour and bedroom.
(c) A "Manning House"
This was discovered behind Mr. Steele's farmhouse
near Greenock. These prefabricated timber-panelled
houses were manufactured in High Holborn, London,
by a Mr. Manning, master carpenter.
For early
migrants they would serve the useful purpose of
providing an immediate house in a difficult and
inhospitable situation,
The most famous example
of this type of prefabricated house is the
residence of Governor La Trobe in the Government
House gardens, Melbourne. It was built in the
period from 1839 to 1857 when Charles Joseph La
Trobe was the first superintendent of the Port
Phillip District of New South Wales.
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GOAT SQUARE, TANUNDA.
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HANDKE HOUSE, MARANANGA.
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THE ORIGINAL GERMAN CONSTRUCTION HAS
OFTEN BEEN OBSCURED BY LATER
CLADDINGS. GALVANIZED IRON HAS
BEEN USED AT THE SCHMIDT HOMESTEAD,
LIGHT PASS.
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THE "BLACK KITCHEN", SCHMIDT HOUSE, LIGHT
PASS. THERE WAS PROBABLY A BAKE OVEN BEHIND
THE FAR WALL.

THE "MANNING HOUSE 11 NEAR GREENOCK
IS CONSTRUCTED OF PRE-FABRICATED
PARTS.
18~
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CHAPTER SIX

KAISERSTUHL SANCTUARY

Gordon Young
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KAISERSTUHL

SANCTUARY

We have discovered an unusual grove of trees
at the foot of Kaiserstuhl on its northern
side. This is located within the limits of
the national park, next to what is claimed to
be an old gold mine.
The grove consists of regularly spaced gum trees~
~ ,
approximately 20-24 metres in height. These
/ i /
@
create a rectangular space orientated Northi
South with a gap at the south end. A large
--;--outcrop of boulders at the north end appears
":::-~--.
to have had other boulders added to it,
\ ' ,
creating a prominence perhaps for someone
~
to address a congregation within the cleared
~
rectangular space.
The origin and use of this grove is a mystery.
No one we have spoken to in the val ley admits
to knowing anything about it. It does not
appear to have been used as an outdoor church,
although there are ob s cure references to such
a sanctuary in Baros s an tradition.

I ~

+
I

Several surmises could be made about the grove.
Because of its comparative isolation it could
have been used as a meeting place for some kind
of secret circle. It may have been used by
a group of people in the Barossa District not
of German origin. However, if one considers · the
early history of the East Germans, the possibility
of some kind of pre-Christian beliefs stil 1
existing within their communities is very possible
For centuries the Germans have lived in heavily
wooded areas (except of course in coastal and
marshy zones). The concept of a large natural
opening where the sun shone through must have
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given rise to the idea of a sacred place where a
reasonable gathering of people could assemble to
worship the ••t ree s pi r its 11 • Throughout Europe
such conditions existed until quite modern times,
particularly in the Eastern marshlands, The
Romans considered the forests of Germany east of
the Rhine as primeval and impenetrable. This must
also have been the feeling of the German and Dutch
farmers who moved eastward into the Pol ish fiefs
in the middle ages. The Wends, a Slavic group
overwhelmed and absorbed by them in their march
eastward, used to set up in July an oak tree in
the middle of their villages with an iron cock
fastened to its top around which they drove their
cattle and danced to make the cattle thrive. 1
The settlers themselves carried on the prechristian beliefs of the May Queen or King.
In Saxony the people bedecked their houses at
Whitsun with freshly greened trees as well as
setting up a tall fir tree bedecked in colourful
garlands and carrying a variety of victuals,
such as sausages, cakes and eggs, which the young
folk climbed the tree to win. In Si lesia the
ceremony of a May King was observed, and in
Saxon Europe, the May Queen is even more closely
related to the earth mother concept.

Sacred groves date from the oldest historic times,
in both the middle east and Europe.
Obviously tree or vegetation worship was widespread
in these areas of East Germany. Not far away from
Polish Silesia were the territories of the Lithuanians.
In the later Middle Ages these were incorporated into
a larger Polish/Lithuanian Kingdom which lasted
for almost two hundred years (1378-1572). Until
their merger with the Christian Poles, the Lithuanians
were heathens who practised a form of tree worship ·••some of them revered rema rkab 1e oaks and others
great shady trees from which they received
oracular responses. Some maintained ~
groves" about their villages or houses where
even to break a twig would have been a sin.
They thought that he who cut a bough in such a
grove either died suddenly or was crippled in
one of his 1 imbs 11 .2 ·
11

Are we confronted with evidence of a secret society
of tree worshippers in the Barossa? Or was it a
similar group to the British Society of Druids
which have reappeared in Wales in the last hundred
years?

These were and sti 11 are rather openly proclaimed
rituals accepted if somewhat grudgingly by the
Christian Church. There must have been much more
secret proceedings which maintained earlier
beliefs probably related to human sacrifice.
1.

Frazer, J.

The Golden Bough London 1941 p.119

2.

Quoted f rom Fraze r op . c i t . p . 11 0- 11 1
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THE 11 0PEN AIR CHURCH 11 BEHIND KAISERSTUHL.VIEW
OF THE 11 NAVE 11 FROM BEHIND THE 11 PULPIT 1 1 •
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THE "PULPIT" OF

THE

"OPEN AIR CHURCH" BEHIND

KA I SERSTU HL .
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CHAPTER SEVEN

A HISTORY OF GOMERSAL
AND CHURCHES

ITS SCHOOL

lan Harmstorf
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The farming area of Gomersal was originally called
Neu Mecklenburg, (New Mecklenburg), because the
families who settled there came from Mecklenburg
in Germany.
The area was initially settled in 1853-54, by many
families who had moved from Hoffnungsthal (south
of Lyndoch) and Blumberg (Birdwood), their first
settlements in South Australia.
Two congregations were set up; one to the west
of the Gomersal area and the other to the east.
The one to the east was called Schoenborn
(beautiful spring-water) Bethlehem Lutheran
Church and was affiliated with the Evangelical
Lutheran Synod. After originally being administered by Paster Meyer, land was bought in
August 1855, and in January 1856 the Church was
opened for use. The building was also used as
a Lutheran Schoo 1 . It was of stone construe t ion
with a thatched roof. In 1869 additions were
made to the building. The internal walls of
these additions were of pug (mixed mud and
straw) as was the ceiling. Exterior walls were
of stone and lime mortar while the reinforcing
inner walls for the outer walls were made of
small stones mixed with mud. Several further
additions to the teacher's 1 iving quarters were
made up until 1907.
The thatched roof was replaced by galvanized
iron in 1896. In the original section of the
building all the timber has been cut with adzes and the roof rafters are held together by
wooden p 1ugs ·.

In 1892 the school was taken over by the Education
Department of South Australia. The church and
school had probably reached a maximum of numbers
in the 1860's when the difficulty of finding cheap
new land forced close settlement in the Barossa
Valley. From the passing of Strangway 1 s Act in 1869
which opened up the northern wheat lands, numbers
remained steady until the droughts of the 1880's.
These were followed by the depression of the 1890's
which, coupled with the granting of free, state, primary school education in 1891, brought a reduction
in numbers again. It was this combination of factors
that led to the closing of the school as a congregational school. The building was rented to the
Education Department on the condition that it could
still be used as a church.
Thus at one end of the
main room one faced an altar and at the other end
one faced a class room : certainly a peculiar
situation for the avowedly secular South Australian
Education Department.
On January 10th, 1918, 69 South Austral ian place
names were changed. These were names which in
some way commemorated the work or memories of
the early German pioneers. One of the changed
names was New Meek 1enburg. It became Gomersa 1.
Although the church had continued to be known
as the Bethlehem Church at Schoenborn, the
school had been known, particularly since being
taken over by the Education Department, as the
New Mecklenburg School. Now, with the change of
name ~f the district, it became the Gomersal School,
although the Church and cemetery kept their
original names (Schoenborn).
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In 1927 a new Bethlehem Lutheran Church was
opened in the northern part of the Gomersal
district, but the old building at Schoenborn
continued as a school. Eventually the school
was sold to the Education Department. Due to
falling numbers and the availability of a
school bus the school was shut in 1952. It was
then resold and is now in private hands. The
Schoenborn cemetery has remained throughout
the property of the congregation.
To the west of the farming district of Gomersal,
the first settlers established another Lutheran
Church, the Church of the Good Shepherd, New
Mecklenburg. This church had, until it joined
the United Evangelical Synod in 1950, no direct
associations with either of the two major Lutheran
Synods in South Australia which existed until the
uniting of the Lutheran Church in 1966.

known initially as Schoenborn. It is this area
that is designated today by a signpost as Gomersal.
This shows a misunderstanding of the district.
Gomersal is a farming area, not a village settlement.
It would be better if the signpost stated "Schoenborn''
for that was the original name of that particular
place and is still the name of the cemetery. The
memories of the original pioneers of the district
might also be better served by changing the name
of the whole area back to New Mecklenburg rather
than being called after Gomersal, an obscure town
in Yorkshire, and which name is in any case Nordic
in origin.

The Church of the Good Shepherd was dedicated
in November 1864.
This church was also used as
a school, and had a cemetery in the church grounds.
A teacher's residence was attached to the church.
In 1925, a new church, the Church of the Good
Shepherd, Gomersal, was built within the grounds,
and the o l d c hu r c h was pu l l e d down i n 19 33 . I n
1970 the church was closed following a merger with
St. Martin's, Rosedale, and the Church demolished.
This rather detailed outline helps to explain the
difficulty with the nomenclature of this area.
It is clear that today there are two Gomersals,
one where the Church of the Good Shepherd, Gomersal,
stood, and where the cemetery still stands as the
Church of the Good Shepherd, Gomersal Cemetery, ·
and the other, Gomersal School House, in the area
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CHAPTER EIGHT : ARTEFACTS
Gordon Young and lan Harmstorf
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(Tanunda Museum). Sausage making utensils
are in evidence amongst the surviving kitchen
equipment, as well as bread-oven utensils
(rakes & baker 1 s shovels). Wine making was
carried out at home by the early settlers and
small foot operated wine presses were used.
01 ive oil was also produced by small portable
extractors (see 1 i sted i terns).

German Artefacts in the Barossa Valley
To ascertain what were the German artefacts used by
the earlier settlers in the Barossa is a considerable
problem, further complicated by the disappearance or
dispersion of many of the mundane articles used over
a century ago. For example, when the settlers
abandoned their cruder dwellings for the more substantial ones based on English-Australian models
much of the baking oven equipment, clothes, and '
:urniture was probably also discarded. It is only
1n the last ten years that Australians have begun
to become interested in antique collecting on any
scale. This in itself has added to the wide distribution of items from the Valley.

2)

Farming Equipment. (a) Carts. These are the
most spectacular examples of farm equipment
left in the valley. Many of them have been
preserved and colourfully repainted. Mr. Keil 1 s
property has several on it and there are others
which he had placed in storage at the Kaiser
Stuhl Winery. (b) Ploughs. Crude timber
ploughs using forked tree branches and steel
tipped ends were first used by the early
settlers (Tanunda Museum). (c) Mangers,
troughs etc . A variety of crude wooden artefacts
were made. Apart from the wooden door handles
mentioned earlier in the text there are examples
of wooden water troughs, stools, and small
carts. The latter were probably pulled by
goats or dogs and were used to carry milk churns,
or butter and cheese about. The farmers also
constructed crude timber bridges over the
numerous small creeks to be found in the valley
to give access to the upper ends of their hufes.
Several examples of steel cable and wood
suspension foot-bridges are also to be found.
The long handled European timber shovel was also
used by t he settlers.

3)

Church a nd Fu nerary ornaments. The German
language appe a rs on a varie t y of signs and
not ice s bo th i n t he settlers 1 homes and their
ch ur che s. Thes e are still easily found, more

However, the Barossa Valley Archives and Historical
Trust Inc. has saved some important artefacts, which
A list of
can be seen in their Tanunda Museum.
these, prepared by Mr. P.M. Heuzenroeder, the Trust
Secretary, is given at the end of this chapter.
Apart from fixed items found in the houses, such as
door handles, there can be listed numerous individual
artefacts of predominantly German origin. These
are ·1)

Household Items. (a) Clothing. One of the more
interesting aspects of this would be the black
wedding dresses, commonly worn by the German
women up until 1914. There are also the velvet
smoking jackets and Turkish caps, worn by the
men after dinner. (b) Trunks. Severa 1 of the
original wooden and leather trunks of the earlier
settlers have survived and can be seen in the
Tanunda Museum. (c) Cooking equipment. Dairy
items including shoulder yokes and vertically
operated butter churns are still extant
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obviously in the pioneer cemeteries where they
reveal the mid-nineteenth century revivalist styles
in the graphic arts.
Tombstones appeared to be
designed either in simple Greek, or in ornate
Gothick style.
Religious wall plaques were used to decorate the
parlour walls in the farmhouses whilst good-will
signs are to be found over the front doors. Psalter
boards and fonts still carry these graphic styles
in the Lutheran Churches.

Artefacts

Barossa Valley Museum

Tanunda

Artefacts known to have been brought out from
Germany.
1.
2.

3.

Vertical cylindrical butter churn
Waggon wheel reamer
Sundry Trunks (wooden and leather)

13.
14.
15.
16.

17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

Flail
Wooden
Wooden
Wooden
Scythe
Sundry

Shovel
Rake
Fork

Hand Tools:
Saws
C1amps
Reamers
Axes
Planes
Shears
Chisels
Olive Oil Extractor (made of stone)
Hod carrier for bricks (used in
construction of Chateau Tanunda).
Oliver Plough (imported from U.S.A.)
Crude Plough constructed by early settlers
using forked branch of tree with metal tip.
Toten Bahre (wooden coffin carrier)
Sundry Harnesses, including unbroken horse
co)lar (i.e., completely round, not a 'U'
shape) .

Other Artefacts Used By Early Settlers
1.
2.

3.

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Foot operated Wine Press
Butter Churn
Butter Press
Cheese Press
Candle Moulds (various)
Sausage Filler
Shoulder Yoke
Spinning Wheel
Bread Mixing Bowl
Sundry Shoes
Saddler's Foot Vice
Saddler's Vice with attached seat

Another important collection of artefacts is to
be found in the disused smithy on the Sporn
property at Light Pass. The specialised nature
of these items indicates that an industrial
archeologist should be employed to catalogue them.
However, it is strongly recommended that the
Smithy should remain undisturbed, and be preserved
as an entity.
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FACTORY MADE HARDWARE IS OFTEN SUPPLEMENTED
BY HAND-MADE ARTICLES IN GERMAN HOUSES.
SCHMIDT HOUSE, LIGHT PASS.

213

SMALL GERMAN WAGGON
214

FUNERAL BIER
215

YOKE FOR CARRYING TWO BUCKETS HELD BY CHAINS
FROM EACH END OF THE YOKE.
216

TIMBER AND METAL BAKING OVEN RAKE

217

BAKING

OVEN SPADE
')1()

COMMUNION WAFER MAKER

\~AFFLE

MAKER

2 lbs flour, 6-8 eggs, 2 quarts milk,
3/4 lb butter, 1 spoon yeast

220

A HANDMADE LATCH IN THE SCHMIDT HOUSE,
LIGHT PASS.
221

PIG SCRAPER, FOR SCRAPING THE HAIRS OFF PIG
SKIN

A BLACK GERMAN WEDDING DRESS WORN UNTIL WORLD
WAR I STARTED IN 1914. THE WREATH ON THE
WOMAN'S HEAD WAS HUNG ON THE WALL OF THE
CHURCH AFTER THE CEREMONY.

BEST \~ISHES FOR YOUR BIRTHDAY 11 WOVEN IN .
CLOTH AND MOUNTED.
11

..:::

·:..·

RELIGIOUS WALL HANGING READING
HITHERTO HAS THE LORD HELPED us••

11

226

BED BLESSING, READING
"WAKE HAPPY EVERY MORNING"

227

ALTAR FONT WITH THE LEFT HAND INSCRIPTION
11
THEY WILL BECOME HOLY 11
229
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Here rests with the Lord
Our beloved Husband and Father,
Chris to ph Kube
Born the 24 Dec. 1822
Died the 2 Oct. 1896
At the age of 73 yrs 9 months
22 days
11

For me to live is Christ and to
die is gain"
Phi 1 . I v 21 .

The sorrowful ones are still here

SIMPLE MARBLE TOMBSTONE IN BETHANY CEMETERY

HERE RESTS WITH GOD
OUR BELOVED HUSBAND AND FATHER
HEINRICH AUGUST EDWARD
MEYER

GOTHIC REVIVAL TOMBSTONE MADE OF IRON
(BETHANY CEMETERY)

CHAPTER NINE

FUTURE SURVEYS
Gordon Young
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THE ANGAS FAMILY.
The story of George Fife Angas and his family
illustrates the ambitiousness and the resourceful
character of the middle classes of the British Isles
in the early nineteenth century. As a group, they
created what we now know as the Industrial Revolution.
George translated himself from being the son of a
successful Newcastle-upon-Tyne merchant into a very
substantial London merchant and banker in his own
right. His great idealism and enthusiasm for wellplanned settlements (he admired William Penn of
Pennsylvania) led him to support wholeheartedly the
creation of the colony of South Australia. Unlike
many of his entrepreneur friends in London, he was
not content to remain at home, directing his colonial
enterprises as an absentee landlord. Such was his
enthusiasm for the new state that he sent his son,
son-in-law and daughter out to manage the family
interests; he followed when he was sixty one years
of age. His deeply religious Baptist background and
his philanthropy led him to support the large scale
migration of German Lutheran congregations in the
late eighteen thirties and early forties.
The family investments prospered under his son, John
Howard, who arrived in South Australia when he was
barely twenty. George requested that before migrating
John should learn the German language, and the
technique of land surveying.1 Several properties
were developed by John Howard Angas. He lived at
Tarrawatta and before his father migrated, he had
Lindsay Park built by German craftsmen.
1 . Hodder, E.

op. cit.p.277

The family had always maintained close connections
with Newcastle-upon-Tyne; later ties with Manchester
followed the marriage of George Fife Angas's elder
daughter to a Manchester business man.
In 1854
John Howard Angas returned to England and stayed
with his sister in Bowden, Cheshire, an outer
southern suburb of this large new industrial town.
Whilst there he must have courted Suzanne Collins,
the only daughter of a cotton mill owner of Bolton,
Lancashire.
Manchester was the first industrial city created by
the industrial revolution. By 1840 its population
had grown to 250,000 from the market town of 28,000
which it had been in 1770. The city had spread like
a large octopus from its heavily industrialised core
into the surrounding rural areas of Lancashire and
Cheshire. In 1842-4, Friedrich Engels, the son of
a Rhenish textile manufacturer, lived and worked in
the city and described its classic industrial form.2
He noted that its centre was devoted to the activities
of commerce and banking with huge warehouses and
business exchanges. Surrounding this in a concentric
form were the heavy industrial areas and in amongst
them were the remnants of the original villages and
the new back-to-back workers' houses. These were
located about large unpaved courtyards, in the midst
of which were banks of privies and coalhouses - the
squalor was unbelievable. Radiating out from the
city were the main arterial roads and railways, lined
with commercial premises and shops, which sealed off
from the view of the coach travellers the horrors of
the hovels which lay behind.
2. Engels, F. The Conditions of the Working Class
in England. (London) 1845.
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As the city developed, the centre became more
chaotic and subject to considerable crime and
violence. More and more of the wealthier citizens
escaped to the suburbs which multiplied everywhere.
These suburbs were full of a variety of housing
in the form of terraces, semi-detached or detached
villas : it is in such a setting that John Howard
would have 1 ived whilst in England. Upon his return
to Angaston he had built for himself and his new
bride near the Tarrawatta homestead a villa-styled
bungalow which he named Collingrove. This property
has recently been given to the National Trust of
S.A. by his grandson, Sir Keith Angas.

reasons for its form were controlled by more subtle
and sentimental attitudes than the desir~ for physical
comfort. Not the least of these would have been an
overwhelming nostalgia for places known and well
loved which might never be seen again.
The Angas family and its South Australian properties
deserves further study, both historically and
architecturally.

The location of the property, its Greek revivalist
style, the sweeping crescent driveway, clipped
hedge-rows, the oak and elm trees set amongst a
few remaining red gums, and the picturesque rose
garden viewed from the bay window of the salon all
highlight the great irony of the colonial experience.
As Donald Langmead discusses in his dissertation
on Folk Architecture in South Australia, the design
of the earlier settlers' houses was not related to
the physical functions of the new environment. On
the contrary, the builders held on towel 1 established
cultural attitudes which had been nurtured for
centuries in an altogether different setting.
Even when some attempt was made to respect harsher
climatic requirements such as in the use of verandahs,
these often became merely a symbol of polite
attitudes. The verandah was usually located on the
entrance facade, sometimes facing south, clearly
indicating that its function was not to provide
shade but simply to herald to the visitor the
importance and standing of the owner. This is not
to denigrate this early architecture of South
Australia, but simply to illustrate that the
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Seppeltsfield.
Approaching from the Tanunda-Nuriootpa road and
driving through the township of Marananga, access
to the Seppeltsfield estate is along a formal
.avenue of palms. These were planted at the end
of the first world war in conjunction with the
building of the family mausoleum, a Greek boric
temple surmounting the dominant knoll in the
area. This building is set in a grove of trees.
It epitomises the recurring theme on Greco-Roman
revival architecture popularly employed for
major funerary monume~ts in 19th century Europe.
When the winery and township is finally reached,
the road takes a sharp turn to the west and becomes the main street, along which are located
the winery buildings and the workers 1 cottages.
Taller palms grow about the area emphasising
the location of the township amongst the vineyards.

footbridge over the Creek which passes through
Seppeltsfield.
The storage tanks next to the
factory are designed to look like turreted towers
-a whimsical gothic revivalist mannerism. These
tanks and buildings are also surrounded by groups
of palm trees.
Conservation Proposals.
This important winery and its surrounding vineyards should be the subject of a specially researched conservation plan identifying their
architectural characteristics. The aim of this
research should be to suggest suitable guidelines
for preservation and improvement within the
winery complex, and to determine .means which
could be employed to guide any new developments
along lines sympathetic to the existing environment.

The old office premises, built towards the end of
the last century in a Roman revivalist manner,
present a very pleasant group.
The column-1 ike
chimney to the boiler house exemplifies the
attitude towards this revivalism in design. By
contrast, the distillery displays the characteristic
stone-built architecture of the Industrial
Revolution, so common to the North of England and
Scotland, whilst alongside all these are the
horizontally clad galvanized iron buil.dings in
the early Australian idiom.
Between the buildings and the pressing and
fermentation plant on the hillside west of the
town a garden walk has been laid out in the
romantic Victorian manner. This includes a small
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'COLLI .NGROVE ' , THE HOME . OF HOWARD
ANGAS, HAS RECENTLY BEEN TAKEN OVER
BY THE NATIONAL TRUST.
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THE LYCH GATE AT THE ANGAS FAMILY CHAPEL,
ANGASTON, IS AN ARCHITECTURAL REMINDER OF
ENGLAND.
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SLAB SIDED FARM BUILDINGS AT ANGASTON.
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SEPPELTSFIELD: WINE VATS.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

of
SOUTH

AUSTRALIA

FOUNDED 1974

P. 0. Box 203, North Adelaide, S.A. 5006

PROGRAM FOR 1979

PROGRAM FOR 1979
Februar~

2:

8pm State Library Lecture
Theatre
Dr. J.A. Daly: Pla~ and Dis2la~
-A Stud~ of S2orting Behaviour of a
Colonial U22er Class

March 2:

8pm State Library Lecture
Theatre
Mr. D.A. Cumming: Our Engineering
Heritage in South Australia
8pm State Library Lecture
Theatre
Mr. R. Nicol: 'Grave Histor~' An Introduction to the Im2ortance of
Colonial Cemeteries

A2ril 6:

May 4:

8pm Railways Dining Room,
North Terrace, Adelaide
.
Dr. Reece Jennings: Some Historicall~
Insoluble Railwa~ Problems in South
Australia
8pm State Library Lecture
Theatre
Mr. J.L. Moss: Early Days of the Labo
Movement in South Australia

June 1:

July 6:

8pm State Library Lecture
Theatre
Mr. David Dolan: Alfred Sells 1823-190
an English Artist in South Australia
8pm State Library Lecture
Theatre
Mr. G. Jenkin: The Narrinyeri in ModE
Times

August 3:

September 7:

8pm State Library Lecture
Theatre
Mrs. E. Milburn: The Social Structure
of Clare in the 19th Centur~ - From
Conflict to Co-o2era tion

October 12:

8pm State Library Lecture
Theatre
Mr. J . Wien Smith : Earl~ Motoring in
South Australia

November 2:

An Evening in Mitcham

At Mitcham (details in Newsletter)
December:
An Evening in Glenelg
Date to be fixed (details in Newsletter

