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Historical Place Names
Apart from the use of
Biblical names (e.g. Bethany means the house of
dates) the Lutheran settlers usually used names
equivalent to the areas they came from in Germany.
Thus the village of Langmeil (near Tanunda) is named
after the same village in Brandenburg (now a part
of Poland). Menge also used German territorial
names and river names on his maps of the Barossa
Valley (e.g. New Silesia, and the Rhine). It is a
somewhat mistaken belief that all of these settlers
originated from Silesia. They actually came from
villages in three provinces of Central Prussia,
Brandenburg, Posen and Silesia, but these were
within a range of fifty or so kilometres of each
other.
Historical Background
In the early 19th century Prussia had consolidated
its territorial boundaries and had become the most
powerful German kingdom. It had been ruled from
1701 by Hohenzollern rulers of Brandenburg. Under
Frederick I I (The Great), an enlightened despot who
ruled from 1740 to 1786, the state grew extremely
powerful, rivalling that of the Austrian Hapsburgs.
Brandenburg
This was an early frontier province
colonised by Germanic settlers from the 10th
century onwards.
The Hohenzollern family of
Nuremberg became Electors in 1415. In 1618 the
Calvinist Elector Sigismund added through marriage
the Polish fief of Prussia. During the Thirty
Years War the Lutheran people suffered greatly but
under Frederick William I (1640-88) the Duchy expanded and prospered. Frederick of Brandenburg,

Prussia, (1688-1713), was recognized as the first
King of Prussia.
Posen
This was a western province of Poland which
was occupied by Prussia after the First Partition of
1772. It ~everted back to Poland for short periods
both before and during the Napoleonic War.
After
the revolutions of 1848 it was fully incorporated
into the Second German Reich only reverting back
to a reformed Poland after the Treaty of Versailles
and again after the end of the Second World War.
Silesia This is a Slav province lying in the basin
of the upper and middle Oder.
It has been disputed
territory ever since the 10th century A.D.
In 1526
it passed into the hands of the Hapsburgs.
Lutheranism swept much of Silesia at the Reformation,
and despite efforts to restore Catholicism it
remained the most Protestant part of the Hapsburgs•
It was devastated during the Thirty Years
' lands.
War, losing twenty per cent of its population.
Mining, woollen, and linen industries developed there
in the 17th and 18th centuries making it the richest
Austrian province.
Breslau became a very important
business centre.
Coveted by Brandenburg from 1675 onwards when
Leopold I pocketed the duchies of Liegnitz, Brieg
and Wohlan, it was invaded by Prussia in 1740. The
province was finally ceded to Prussia after years
of fighting in 1763. At the end of the First World
War it was divide& between Poland and Germany, and
after the last war, except for an area around Neisse,
it was incorporated into Poland.
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Land Measures :
This is a most complex field of
research even when related to such a short lived
community as South Australia (see Williams, M.
Making of the South Australian Landscape). To
find the origins of English and German land
measures one enters a quagmire. This is
dramatically illustrated by the following remarks
received from Mr. Rowland Parker, the author of
an excellent book on English local history called
The Common Stream :
''HIDES, SELIONS, YARD-LANDS, VIRGATES etc.
The basis of all the confusion is the hide, a
Saxon unit of measurement of land for fiscal
manorial and military purposes. Everybody '
agrees that it was more or less nearly
everywhere 120 acres.
Peasants did not cultivate hides, they
cultivated 'lands' 'selions' 1 virgates 1
etc.
By the time these came to be expressed
in 'acres' a wide variation of meaning or
interpretation had arisen, helped along by
variations in the length of the 'pole' or
'verge' used for measuring a variation in
the degree of number of oxen which
constituted a plough-team, a variation in
the degree of number of populations growth
and demand for land, and deliberate fiddling
on the part of both tenants and lords.
(Tenants tried to diddle lords, lords tried
to diddle the tax-man and the tenants!)
Despite this a general comprehensible pattern
emerged. The hide was reckoned at 4
virgates of 30 acres, and a standard holding
of 'virgate' (30 acres), 'half virgate'

(15 acres), and a 'quarter virgate'
became genera 1 .

(8 acres)

For some reason, in some places these figures
became 32, 18 and 9 acres and one finds
'eighteen-acre ware' and 'nine-acre ware'
right through from the 14th to 19th centuries.
(Nobody has yet satisfactorily explained the
significance of '~').
As time went on the 32, 18 and 9 pattern became
distorted to 36, 24, 12 or almost anything within
3 either side of these numbers .... Finally, when
the official survey for Enclosure was done in the
late 18th and 19th centuries, everywhere without
exceptions the average which had been in use for
the previous 1,000 years was found to be hopelessly
i nco r re c t • 1'
Mr. Parker went on to discuss more modern subdivision in rural Hertfordshire, where the County
Council presently considers 40 acres as a viable
holding. This can be compared with land subdivision
in the Esk valley, Lothian (Scotland) where the
studies by Heriot-Watt University, and Edinburgh
College of Art School of Architecture Environmental
Conservation Unit found that ·"The enclosure of lowland estates began about
1750 and largely followed the pattern and
employed the methods of eastern England;
the average holding was to rise from about
40 acres to 100 acres during the 'revolution'
and thereafter to the modern size of 200 to 300."
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English and German Land Terms
Acre (Eng.)
An old English term meaning the area
or-fand which could be ploughed in a day by a team
of oxen.
Common (Eng.) Land held in common and not divided
for arable purposes : grazing land adjacent to a
stream, near the centre of a village, or near a
woodland or heath. Certain defined rights to
graze on the land might be given in the manorial
rolls (commonage).
Dorf (Ger.)

Village or town. The English equivalent
In England before the Norman conquest
'tun' was used; it means a wall or boundary, i.e.
a-renced-in settlement. After the Conquest the word
was modified to 'town' which meant the village and
its surrounding lands. At the same time the French
term 'vill 1 came into use meaning small township.
~thorp'.

Fief (Ger.) The endowment of a military vassal in
Frankish society. Probably derived from the
Germanic name for cattle (Vieh in modern German).
Later in medieval usage it denoted an area of land
held by a feudal tenant in return for which he
performed the military service expected of him by
his overlord.
Hide (Eng. & Ger.) Land areas owned by knights and
squires. (120 acres in England). In Saxon England
a Thegne (knight) owned at least 5 hides.
Hufe (Ger.) A term referring to the land belonging
to a particular farm. Sometimes only to the
farmyard. The farmhouse is located within its
boundaries.

Hundred (Eng.) A complicated and confused method
of terminology used since Saxon times to describe
large parcels of noblemen's, or bishops' lands.
Eventually used for judicial and taxation purposes.
Manor (Eng.)
The word comes from the French and is
probably of Frankish origin. These were the
lands belonging to the Earl or Baron, but not
necessarily located together. The home farm and
manor was known as the 'demesne ' (domain).
After the Norman conquest William 1 created an
estimated 10,000 manors, plus 1,000 royal ones,
which were widely distributed around England to
reduce the formation of large independent states.
An important Baron such as Robert, Earl of Moreton,
was given :
248
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Cornwall
Sussex
Yorkshire
Northamptonshire

The lands were sub-divided for tenant farmers and
cottagers. They were laid out in sections called
virgates, selions, or landes (30 acres was a common
land holding for a full peasant.)
Morgen (Ger.) Probably an area of land which could
be ploughed in a morning. Roughly 1 acre= 1.5
morgen.
Palladian (Eng.)
An architectural style which
derives its name from Andrea Palladia (1518-80), an
Italian architect who published four books on
architecture in 1570. He designed churches and
villas in Vicenza and Venice. His classical style
was introduced into England by Inigo Jones (1573-1652),
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the first court architect. A renewal of interest
in Palladia occurred in the early 18th century under
the patronage of Lord Burlington.
William Kent
(1684-1784), architect, painter, sculptor and garden
designer, popularised the villa mode set into an
idealised natural landscape- England's great
contribution to the Renaissance arts. This influence
persisted in building and landscape design for over
a hundred years. It spread elsewhere, finding its
way back to France and other continental countries
and to the American and Australian colonies. Later
'palladianism" influenced the new merchant classes
and the captains of industry. Today we can see
stron? echoes of it in our own suburban housing, as
Georgtan houses and informal garden designs.
Park (Eng.) These have existed in the English
countryside since the early middle ages. At
first they were located in remote heathlands away
from villages and were surrounded by oak paling
fences. They were stocked with a variety of game
sou?ht after by the hunt e.g., deer, pheasant,
quat 1, etc.
During the later Tudor period parks
were created as parts of country seats.
The
garden areas closer to the mansions were formalised
in their layout to suit the latest French or
Italian design fashions. At the Restoration an
enormous spread of country residences and parks
began. These were executed in the Palladian mode
and the southern English country-side became dotted
with "London Boxes" i.e., squared brick houses.
The garden "a la _ fran~aise" was copied everywhere.
In the early decades of the 18th century these
were replaced by the informal English garden-park
landscapes which continued to be popular well into
the 19th century.

Angas Park was the name given by Menge to the
land taken up by the Angas family around Angaston.
George Fife Angas wrote to Governor Gawler in 1840
complaining that his name had appeared too many
times on early maps. It was too much for a
Puritan!
"Allow me therefore to beg of you as a
particular favour that the foolish plan
adopted at the Barossa Range by Menge of
applying the name 'Angas' to the parks
and valleys of the district may be set
aside and some title more appropriate
adopted".
It is interesting to note the names of two of Angas's
houses in England before he emigrated to S.A. :
PARK HOUSE, Dawl ish (1833-1839), and PARK-PLACE
VILLAS,
Paddington (1839 to mid 1840's). When he
came to Australia in 1850 he settled at LINDSAY
PARK, Angaston.
Gawler's description of the Barossa Valley reveals
his English background:
"The Barossa Range is situated about forty
English miles to the north-east of Adelaide
and comprising some miles of the best land
in S.A.
It is watered partly by the Gawler
River and partly by the Rhine with splendid
"parks" and valleys between picturesque
ranges of hills." (The emphasis is his).
Similar sentiments were ~xpressed by Colonel Light
in his first view of the Adelaide plain and hills.
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General Terms
Blockbau German for what is best described
in English as 11 log cabin 11 construction.
The logs
were laid horizontally and jointed at the corners of
the building.
Beams Horizontal supporting members employed in
roof or floor construction.
Braces Diagonal members in timber frame
construction designed to prevent longitudinal
movement of the frame.
Casement windows That type of window hinged at
the side, and opening as a door.
Cross-tie The horizontal bottom member of a
triangular TRUSS.
Dowelled joint
A joint in timber construction
in which two members of a frame are held together
by a peg (usuall~ but not always rounded) fitted
in holes drilled in the members.
Fachwerk German name for timber frame
construction of a high degree of craftsmanship,
in which columns, LEDGES and BRACES were carefully
joined and DOWELLED together.
The English
equivalent is HALF-TIMBERED construction.
The
areas between the frames were filled with panels
of WATTLE AND DAUB or brick.
Fanlight
A glazed area above a door or window,
whose name originated from its often semicircular shape.

Fleche
A French term describing the kind of spire
that was common above the centre of the Gothic
cathedrals.
Gable End The triangular area of wall filling the
end of a double-pitched roof.
Housed joint
A timber joint in which one member
is grooved for part of its depth to receive
another member.
Jambs The side framing members of doors and
windows.
Joist

A beam used to support wooden floors.

Ledges Horizontal members in timber building
frames.
Lintels Beams supporting the wall above door
and window openings.
Outshutt (Eng.) The lean-to portion of a farmhouse
or cottage.
Sometimes acting as a kitchen or
dairy. Invariably located at the rear of a house.
Pediment

The same as a gable end.

Pugged Pugging was the practice of sealing up
crevices usually with a mixture of clay and straw.
Purl ins Horizontal members in a roof frame which
gave immediate support to covering.
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Rafters The members of a roof frame that give
primary support to the roof covering, and follow
the slope of the roof.
Rendered The application of a thin coat of lime
mo r ta r to a s u r face ( us ua 1 1y a wa 11) i s ca 1 1e d
rendering.
In some of the early German cottages,
it seems that clay was applied toWATTLEAND DAUB
in the same way.
Savannah (Eng.) A lightly treed open grassland.
More often found in lower rainfall areas
throughout the world {Argentina) and
on plateau lands in tropical areas( Kenya).
Screed A thin layer of cementitious material used
to bring floors to a smooth finish.
Slab construction Used for farm outbuildings,
slab construction made use of huge slabs of
split red gum, either placed side by side to
form walls, or laid on edge one on another.
Soffit The under surface of any part of
horizontal construction.
Shippon (Eng.) The cow-shed. In English farms
sometimes a separate building built around a
farmyard in conjunction with other farm buildings
or added on to the farmhouse proper.
Struts

Intermediate members in a roof truss.

Tenon The reduced section at the end of a timber
member which fits into a slot called a Mortice
to form a Mortice and Tenon joint.

Timber-framed
Construction in which all of the
loads in the building (including the weight of the
structure itself) are transmitted to the ground by
timber columns; that is, they are not carried
along the whole length of walls.
Unburnt bricks These are simply bricks which have
been sun-dried, rather than fired at high
temperatures in a kiln. They are softer and much
less durable.
Vernacular (Eng.) A term derived from the Roman
word for a home born slave. It means the local
style of building which is more firmly related to
the customs of the people and the nature of the
environment. Vernacular is also used to describe
a 1oca 1 d i alec t .
Villa (Eng., Ita~)
Originally a Roman term referring
to a country house and its outbuildings. Large scale
examples have been discovered throughout the region
of the Roman Empire.
In the South of France (Provence)
some of these included factory premises.
The villa was most 1 ikely the origin of the later
Frankish and Saxon manors.
During the Renaissance
the term was employed to describe smaller country
houses. (e.g. Palladia was noted for his villa
designs in Vicenza). -·rtie _v.i lla
concept of Palladia was first introduced into
England by Inigo Jones and later revived by the
18th century Palladianists. It again referred to
a smaller country seat located more conveniently on
the fringes of the larger towns (e.g., Twickenham
and Richmond to the S.W. of London). Finally
during the 19th century it was used to describe
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either separate, duplex, or terrace housing which
sprang up in the new suburban areas surrounding
the cities. The term itself has entered the
French and English languages and is used to describe not only the nature of the location, but also
its inhabitants, e.g., Vill ·=A norman term for a
Villein= the town
town (a village).
dweller. These are modernised into the terms
village and villagers. The French still retain
Ville as the word for a town whereas English takes
the Saxon tun.

control the severe riots which occurred in the
new northern industrial areas (e.g. Cheshire
Yeomanry).

Wattle and daub An ancient means of wall construction in which flexible wands of wood are woven
together to form a base (wattle) to hold a thick
poultice of clay (daub). Straw was often used as
a binder in the clay, and lime wash provided some
degree of protection from the rain.
Yeoman (Eng.) The word became more common in
England from the 15th century onwards and means
an independent farmer. He can probably be
related to a full peasant farmer in Germany
(Bauern). A certain number of annual dues were
expected by the Lord of the Manor from the local
yeomen. However, the power of the Manor
diminished rapidly after the 15th century. In
times of unrest the Yeomen had to fit themselves
out for military service and bring along a certain
number of assistants (pike men).
At the time of
the Civil War there was a loose association of
Yeomanry throughout the British Isles. The
better organised were in the Eastern
Counties under the command of a brilliant yeomanAfter the 17th
commander, Oliver Cromwell.
century the system largely disappeare~ but it was
revived in the early part of the 19th century
by English . Whig Governments in an attempt to
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tub tenon
joint

DETAIL 1.

gable end
(dutch)

ledge

DETAIL 6.

FRAMEWORK of FACHWERK HOUSE illustrating building terms.
delt. L.BRASSE & R.HURST
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APPENDIX A
ABORIGINALS

IN

THE

BAROSSA

VALLEY

AREA

''The Austral ian natives in this area
are only few and their numbers are
continually getting smaller. Even in
the inland where they are continually
at war, their numbers are dropping.
From what we have seen in this locality,
it appears no family may have more than
two children. Anymore are killed
immediately at birth. Thus their
numbers are shrinking terribly."

lan Harmstorf, with the assistance of
Carol Houston, Senior Museum Assistant,
Aboriginal and Historic Relics
Administration.
Unfortunately not a great deal is known about the
Aboriginals who lived in the Barossa Valley area
before the coming of the white man.
It is
extremely difficult to estimate even the number who
lived in the region, for as has been pointed out,
smallpox spread along the Murray River from Sydney1,
and other diseases were brought by the crews of
whalers to Kangaroo Island and then transmitted to
the mainland.
Before Adelaide was settled the Barossa Valley area
was where the lands of two groups met, the Nadjuri
and the Peramank.2
Early German settlers to the
Barossa Valley, in this case around Lyndoch,
recorded the following observations.

Another German- writing three years earlier in
1851 - told his family :
do the blacks do here?
Nothing. If they live near a village
they beg for bread, tobacco, clothing
and food. Smoking seems to be their
main pleasure and for a pipe full of
tobacco they will work quite lusterly. 11 3

·~hat

The following extract is taken from an article
written by Paul Hossfeld.4
CAMP SITES

A number of these were discovered by

Gibbs, R M
2

The Aborigines Adelaide 1974

Tindale, N.B.
Aboriginal Tribes of
Australia, their terrain, environmental
control, distribution, limits and £roper
names.
AN U Press, 1974; p 21 , 217

3

Harmstorf, I A The Barossa Valley,
Radio SUV 7/10/74

4

Hossfeld, P.S.
The Aborigines of South
Australia : Native Occupation of
Eden Valley and Angaston District.
Trans. Roy.Soc. S.A. Vol. L 287-297.
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the writer~ and yielded a good collection of
hammer stones~ chippings~ and reniform slates.
Several sites exist in close proximity to
each other~ on both sides of the
River GawZ.CJr~ in Sections 299 and 301_,
Hundred of Moorooroo. They are wind-sweptJ
sandy areas~ on the top of the louJ hills
flanking the river. Specimens collected
here include several slates_, some hammer
stones~ a flat stone evidently used as an
anvil~ a number of fragments of micaceous
haematite of variable size~ probably used
for decorative purposes /;)hen pou,dered_, a few
chippings~ and some chipped blocks of a
peculiar type of rock~ the nearest outcrops
of which occur at a distance of at least nine
miles. All of these blocks have a flat base_,
and are chipped to give the latter a roughly
circular shape. The material is comparatively
soft~ and is composed of thin alternating
bands of felspar and actinolite~ giving the
rock a characteristic striped appearance.
The use to which these blocks u)ere put is not
known~ but from the fact that they were found
on every camp site examined in the distr1:ct,
and that they were transported for some
distance.) indicates their value to the natives.

-----,--1

1
I
I

The most extensive camp sites are situated
on Sections 124 and 125_, Hundred of Jutland.
Here they cover sevel'•al acres. They occur
on the north side of the Saunders Creek_, a

26 0

perennial stream. They occupy a wind-eroded~
sandy slope~ on the west side of a rough~
stony~ meridional ridge.
The country to the westward consists of
grassy slopes with occasional red gums. At
the north-eastern extremity of the site~ a
sma ll~ dense belt of native pines supplies
excellent shelter.
Hearths are very numerous. A particularlly
interesting one occurs near the northern
extremity of the site. It is peculiar in
that~ whereas the others are mere heaps of
s tones arranged in an irregular manner~ this
one consists of a ring of stones~ the b»o
di ameters of the hearth being ? feet 6 inches
and 6 feet 6 inches. The sand inside the
ring is blackened~ in contrast to the yellowish
colour prevailing in the vicinity.
This site yielded the majority of the hammer
stones~ chips~ and slates collected.
One of
the hammer stones had evidently been used
for pounding red ochre_, as one half of it was
still covered with this material. As in the
Gawler River site_, specimens of micaceous
haematite~ probably pounded and used for
decoration_, and chipped blocks of felsparactinolite gneiss occurred. Another interesti ng feature noted ll)as the p.Ylesence of f1:recracked quartz_, the presence of uJhich on camp
sites has been described from Glary.

Several of the slates collected were
sufficiently well preserved to have retained
the original. markings incised on them by the
natives. An interesting point is the fact
that several slates generally occurred
together. In one instance~ three were
found in contact~ projecting from the sand
with their longer axes in a vertical
direction~ and in two other instances four
slates were discovered together under the
sand. One of the slates which has not been
figured~ carries incisions probably represent~
ing bird-tracks.
In two instances the writer found two and
three _, respectively_, of the slates to occur
together. In both these cases~ however~
fragments of slate were scattered in the
immediate vicinity, indicating the former
exis tence of one or more additional slates.
I n a personal communication_, Mr P.Stapleton_,
of Henley Beach~ states that twenty-eight
y ears ago he also found~ near the Patawalonga
Creek, four reniform slates lying close
together. It seems probable_, therefore~
that as a general rule_, these slates were
bur1:ed in groups of four.
The prevalent material here_, as elsewhere~
appearB to be a phyllitic slate. Instances
of the use or attempted use of other material
were found.
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On the Gawler River site, one specimen was collected,
which had been fashioned from a gritty quartzite.
It was imperfectly made, as, although it had been
shaped correctly, its sides had not been smoothed
off, a procedure not so necessary with the slate,
which naturally presented a flat cleavage plane,
whereas the fracture of the quartzite produced an
irregular surface.

BURIAL

GROUNDS

According to accounts by a number of independent
observers, a well-known native burial ground exists
on Section 475. At various periods, local residents
have unearthed skulls in this and other areas when
digging out rabbits.

On the Jutland camp sites, several well-made objects
of this type, but made of mica schist, as well as
one made of gritty quartzite, were collected.

INFORMATION OBTAINED FROM LOCAL RESIDENTS

The chippings comprise a variety of material,
including milky quartz, rock crystal, and quartzite,
all obtainable in the district, and some, such as
jasper and chalcedony, the appearance of which
suggests a Central Australian origin.

Through the courtesy of Mrs I. Grigg, of Springton,
the writer was enabled to obtain some interesting
information concerning the natives of the district.
Mrs Grigg is over 80 years of age and lived on
Pewsey Vale Station as a girl.
The notes obtained
from her, together with a few additional details
supplied by others, are given below

Another site, on which but few remains can be seen,
is situated on Section 373, Hundred of Jutland.
This area is flooded occasionally by a small creek,
and little is left beyond a few hearths and hammer
stones.
The writer was shown two reniform slates, in an
excellent state of preservation, by Messrs. Murray
Brothers, who obtained them when the foundations
for the house were excavated.
This locality is
on or near Section 145, and the finding of these
slates indicates the former existence at this spot
of a native camp site.

A number of natives camped near the Pewsey Vale
Head Station, on Jacob's Creek.
Another camp was situated on the South Para River,
to the south-west of Mount Crawford, the native name
for which hill was Teetaka. The number of natives
in this camp is said to have, at times, reached 600.
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permanent~

the arms. The incisions were made with
glass or bone.

The natives are believed to have disappeared
over ?0 years ago.

One fuZZ-blood deaf and dumb native was
known. He was always kept painted red aZZ
over by the natives. They used~ for this
purpose., a mixture of ochre and fat.

Both of these camps were more or less
but parts of the tribe wandered
over the country at various times~
ultimately returning to the main camp.

Frequently they wore no clothing whatever;
when any was worn., it consisted of a biZby or an opossum - skin rug~ which was folded
once and held up by a string tied around the
waist. The skins were prepared for use by
drying them~ and subsequently cutting two
sets of closely spaced paraZZeZ straight
lines in the inner skin. The tu.'o sets of
lines were at an acute angle to each other.,
the resulting diamond pattern making the
skin flexible.
After the age of puberty~ the men occasionally
wore reeds~ several inches in length., inserted
into the septum of the nose.
For corroborees they greased their hair and
painted themselves with white and red
colours. They tied leaves and feathers
around the waist~ and bound them around the
head.
The older men bore incisions on the shoulders
and arms. These cuts uJere roughly paraZZeZ
and consisted of 3 rOh)S on the back and 3 on

The wurZeys were constructed by placing
three sticks in the ground in a triangular
position. Big sheets of bark (red gums)
h)ere cut off to the wood., and laid against
the sticks. Grass trees and rushes were cut
to supply the material for the roof.
The u.'omen carried their babies in nets on
their backs. Nets were used also for
catching kangaroos~ wallabies., etc. These
nets were about 5 feet high and 100 feet
long. They were held in a semicircle~ and
the game driven into them.
The string was made of certain kinds of
grass. For the manufacture of the nets the
natives used a stick~ and made a loop.) which
they hitched over a toe.
~hey
~ron

climbed trees by cutting steps~ but used
spikes after the occupation of the
country by Europeans made them obtainable.
Weapons.
Some of their spears were merely
sharpened pieces o.f wood. Others had barbs
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for a distance of 8 inches from the tip. The
barbs were set in zig-zag fashion~ and
consisted of the teeth of animals. Sometimes
they threw their spears without throwingsticks~ at other times with them; the
throwing-sticks were about 2 feet Zong. The
waddies had handles about 2 feet in length
and a knob at one end~ which sometimes was
the size of a man's fist~ but this feature
was variable.
Cooking was done by scooping a hoZZow in the
hot ashes~ covering the food with ashes and
hot coals~ and generally removing it before
it was completely cooked. The ashes were
knocked off~ and the animal cut open with a
sharp stone. Sometimes the food before being
covered over was placed on a layer of hot
stones.
A fleshy root~ commonly referred to as
formed part of their food supply.

'yam'~

At corroborees~ the women raZZed opussum
skins tightly together~ placed them in a heap~
and hit them with sticks. They are believed
to have varied the sounds produced by the
degree of tightness with which the skin was
rolled.
The natives had good teeth~ only one old man
being known to have possessed faulty ones.
None of them had any of their teeth removed.
This is in accord with the statements made

by Dr Camp be 'l Z. a
The women washed their babies with ashes and
water.
The natives had one fire only~ and that just
in front of the opening of the wurley. They
slept with their feet towards the fire.
During cold weather the wurleys and fires
were nearer each other.
Only one instance of the death and burial of
a native was observed. This was a native
girl~ who died at the Mount Crawford camp.
She was wrapped up and placed on two long
poles~ across which other sticks had been
placed. She was carried to the burial
ground east of Eden Valley~ referred to above.
The natives howled for one night~ then set
off early in the morning to the burial
ground~ howling the whole of the way.
At
intervals more howling natives would appear~
following the procession.
This paper would be incomplete without a
reference to the very numerous burnt-out~
hollow red gums occurring in the district.
The majority of the openings face east or
north~ and provide excellent shelter.
Whether they were used as such by the natives~
and to what extent they were responsible for
a

Campbell~

T.D.~
Dentition and Palate
Aboriginal~
pp 85-90

of the

Australian
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these hollowed-out trees~ should be the
subject of further enquiries.
From the accounts of residents it appears that
after the extinction of the local natives~
aborigines from the River Murray paid
periodical visits to this district. They are
said to have cut bark canoes in this area~
carrying them back to the River Murray. For
this purpose they selected thos e red gums
possessing especially thick bark. When
arriving from the Murray~ they carried with
them bundles of mallee sticks~ which· they
converted into spears while staying in the
Eden Valley district. The main attraction~
however~ appears to have been the numerous
opossums~ the skins of which~ according to
the natives~ were superior to those from any
other locality.
The last of the River Murray b lacks
disappeared from this region about f i f ty
years ago.
According to Messrs Teichelmann & Schiirmarm_,
the name "marimeyunna" was applied to a
north-eastc~rn tribe of natives.
This very
probably included those in the Eden Valley
district. Mari=east~ meyu=man. The natives
in the vicinity of Lyndoch appear to have
been referred to as the "Wirra Tribe", or
Wirra meyu=bushman.

NATIVE PLACE NAMES
Since no record of the language spoken by the
extinct natives could be obtained~ an attempt
has been made to discover the meaning of any
native place names in the district~ and to
determine by this means whether the language
of these natives was related to that of the
Adelaide or the Narrinyeri tribe~ vocabularies
of both of which exist.
In order to guard as much as possible against
imported names~ the earliest record of their
use has been determined~ when obtainable.
It will be seen that all of such native words
as are incorporated in the place names and
which have been traced~ form partbof the
vocabulary of the Adelaide tribe.
A l ar ge part of the following notes was
supplied in a personal communication by
Mr Rodney Cockburn~ who also assisted the
writer by indicating other sources of
information.

b

Teichelmann~
SchU:Pmann~ C.
Vocabulary~

C.G. and
W. ·' Outlines of a Grammar~
and Phraseology of the
Aboriginal Language of South Aust. 1840
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A list of the names selected~ toge-ther with
the information obtained concerning them~
is given below:COWIE-AURITA: The native name for Jacob's
Creek~ meaning "yellowish-brown water.c
CUDDLEE CREEK: First settled in 1838.
Evolved from "kadl i "_, meaning "dog".
Wild dogs were very numerous there
in pioneer days.d
GUMERACHA: Known in 1839 as "Umeracha".
Was applied by the natives to aafine
waterhole in the River Torrens.
MOCULTA: The native name for a hill near
the township. It is now known as
"Parrot Hill".e
MOOROOROO: Surveyed in 1842.
"mgeting of the waters". It
settlement situated near the
of the Jacob's Creek and the
or Gawler River.c,d

Means
is a
junction
North Para

c

Old Records of the Department of Lands
and Survey~ South Australia
d Personal communication from
Mr Cockburn
e

Nomenclature of South Australia.
Rodney Cockburn

MUDLA WIRRA: bGazetted in 1847.
Wirra=tree.

MUdla=nose;

PARA WIRRA: Known in 1846. Parri=river;
Wirra=tree. It means a "river lined with
trees". In this connection it is
interesting to note that the native name
for the River Sturt is given as "Warri
Parri"~ and that part of the River Torrens
flowing through Adelaide was known as
"Karra Wirra Parri"~ meaning "river of the
red gum forest". b., e
POONAWATTA: A native name supplied to the
writer by Mr Thyer~ of Eden Valley. It
was applied by the natives to a locality a
few miles to the north-west of the township.
TOWITTA: Named in 1876. Was the native name
of a permanent spring near the township.
It may be derived from "witto-witto"~
meaning "reeds".f The native name for the
River Torrens near the Reedbeds was
"Wito-ingga".e
TEETAKA: The native name for Mount Crawford~
supplied to the writer by Mrs I Grigg~ of
Springton.

f

Curr_, E. M. -~

The Australian

Race~

vo l ii

By
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YATALA: Sometimes spel t "Yertala". It means
"inundated". It was applied by the natives
of the Weera tribe to the locality of the
River Torrens, from Port Adelaide to Teatree
Gully.g,c In the South Australian Gazette and
Col. Register, May 25, 1839, an account is
given of a dinner to the aborigines of the
Adelaide and Weree tribes, the latter probably
being identical with the Weera tribe referred
to above.
It is interesting to note that the native name
for the River Torrens when in flood was
"Yertala". e

g

Municipal Year Book of the City of
Adelaide, pp 9, 104

Perhaps the distrust shown by whites towards
the original inhabitants of the land is best
illustrated in the following article.
About this time
about two miles
a well-educated
among the sheep

4

they started their first school,
away under a Mrs Wiles Peacock~
woman, whose husband worked
and cattle for Mr Matthews.

Hossfeld, P.S.: The Aborigines of South
Australia : Native Occupation ·of the
Eden Valley and Angaston District. Trans.
Roy. Soc. S.A., Vol L, 287-297

He was a new arrival in the Colony and a lawyer by
profession.
They were soon too old for the Ladies'
School, and were sent to a school in Angaston, some
4~ miles distant, presided over by a Mr Pryor.
One
day in summer, Joan, Tom and Arthur were walking to
school through the scrub when they saw a tree of
native cherries, lovely red ones, and so ripe that
they could not resist the temptation to halt a few
minutes and to pick some of this curious fruit,
with a small green stone growing outside at the
end. Suddenly a native spear came flying through the
trees, and they saw a big ugly black man showing his
teeth.
They all began to scream and run, but several
black women and another man came out of their hiding
place, laughed and said, "No be frightened, blackfellow not hurt piccaninny."
You may be sure they
were not long in getting to school!
Not many days after this, about noon, a tribe of
natives set up their camp close to the sheep yards,
and two of the men came over to the house asking
for food.
There were no men about, the shepherd
being away with the sheep, and Mrs Matthews was in
a little room, half underground, making cheese.
The blackfellows stood over the door demanding flour
and frightening them all.
However, Tom and Joan
were able to creep out and run about a mile to where
a man named Harry Dansey was splitting posts. He
took his gun and ran to protect Mrs Matthews, with
the result that the blacks soon cleared out, and
Dansey stayed with them until the shepherd returned
at night and camped in the watch-box close to the
sheepyards.
(The watch-box was a small house
standing off the ground on four legs, long enough
for a man to lie down in and wide enough for him

to turn in, erected near the yards to protect the
sheep from dingoes).
The blacks, a Murray River
tribe, left the next day.5

The vast majority of the early settlers simply
failed to realize that the Aboriginals had a
culture at all. To the European mind no culture
could exist without agriculture and as this was
not visible they considered they could destroy
nothing because there was nothing to destroy.
With the passing of the years this attitude has
been recognized as completely false but the damage
has been done. The people of the area are all
dead and practically nothing remains to tell us
of their life style and beliefs except the
optntons of some white settlers, which in most
cases tell us more about the attitudes of the
newly arrived colonists than it does about the
aboriginal s.

5 ''The History of Thomas and Harriett
Matthews, 11 Edited by Geo. C. Morphett.
Pioneers' Association of S.A.
No date.
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APPENDIX B
LAND USE IN THE BETHANY REGION FROM 1844 TO 1900
By Matthew Sanders, and Bernie Mcinerney, Adelaide
C .A. E.

PART ONE:

1844 - 1871

that the best method of presenting the results was
to first list the general data such as rainfall
charts and then move on to more specific facts.
Therefore the information is divided up into yearly
amounts. This places all relevant material together
from one year, and still permits comparison
between various topics of various years.

INTRODUCTION
In the presentation of the report, figures for every
fifth year have been given. This still shows any
big change in land use patterns, that are more
likely to be of a permanent nature, by comparison to
the yearly transients. Besides showing figures for
crop and livestock numbers, I have included 1 ists
of people in the area at various times, when these
figures were available.
THE METHOD
The methods employed in this study involved going
into the archives and looking through the almanacs
of the set years. These books were primarily useful
for the earlier years, while the later publications
were best used for getting names of people in the
Bethany area. The South Austral ian Parliamentary
Papers were the best way of getting the crop and
livestock figures in the middle and later years. In
these Papers the figures of the Tanunda District
were used as these were the most specific available.
As a result of necessity, the research has become
more of a look at land use in the Tanunda region,
especially in the later years.
THE RESULTS
When presenting the results of this study I found

The table1 below lists the 1844 settlers in Bethany,
acreages held and livestock numbers. Comparisons
between crops and names 1 isted can be made to assess
farm sizes, and shifts and deaths, as well as new
settlers in the area.
Wheat
Ahrens, H.
Blessing, G.
Froet, G.D.
Gay, J. E.
Grosser, A.
Grossman, E.F.G.
Hanschke, J.J.
Heinze, W.
Heppner, D.
Heppner, J.G.
K1emke, J. F.
Kluche, G.
Leopold, C.F.
Lettmann, G.
Mattner, C.
Ni co 1a i , J . C •
Nitschke, G.F.
Nitschke, G.
Rohr, C.
Seelander, J.G.
J

14
16
6
28
20
6
12
6
16
25

24
9

Barley

3
3

Rye
i+

Peas

!
-!
1

1

2

6

1

5

3/4

2-!-

1
1-!l

3/4

2

l-!2

!
-!-

3
1-!-

2

1

1
-!-

-!

-!-

12

12

29

3~

12
12
20

3
4

5

15-!-

2-!-

6

1-!-

.:.

Allen 1 s Almanack 1844, p. 247
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Wheat
Schlucke, D.
(Bethany Mi 11)
Schultz, A.
Schultz, J.G.
Schultz, G.
Sude 1 , c.
Thomas, G.
Tiedemann, E.
Topp, F.
Voss, C.A.
Zeunert, J.G.

Leopold, C.F.
Lettmann, G.
Mattner, c.
Nicol a i , J.C.
Nitschke, G.F.
Nitschke, G.

Rye

Peas

10

5!

1!

6

1
2
4

9
20

5
3
11

1
~
1
~

2

t.
1/16

t

t.
t

4~

t.

6

Garden
Ahrens, H.
Blessing, G.
Froet, G.D.
Gay, J. E.
Grosser, A.
Grossman, E.F.G.
Hanschke, J.M.
Heinze, W.
Heppner, D.
Heppner, J.G.
K1emke, J . G.
Kluche, G.

Barley

Oats

Cattle
8

7

4

2

~

3
2

1

12
11

1

3

1
~

t.

4
4
4
12

2

!
1
1
1

5
5

!
1
~

4
4

~
1~

~

7
5
5

t

6

1
~

!

Roh r, C.
See lander, J .G.
Sch1ucke, D.
(Bethany Mi 11)
Schultz, A.
Schu 1tz, J. G.
Schultz, G.
Sude 1, c.
Thomas, G.
Tiedemann, E.
Topp, F.
Voss, C.A.
Zeunert, J.G.

Oats

Cattle

Pigs

5
5

4

1

!

t
t
t
t

2

5
3

1

6

3
3

1

8

1

t.

3

4

1
~

1
2

!
1

4

2

Pigs

!
!
1
1

Garden

3
14

3
3
2

8

3
1

10
10
2
l

Goats
Ahrens, H.
Blessing, G.
Froet, G.D.
Gay, J. E.
Grosser, A.
Grossman, E. F. G.
Hanschke, J .M.
Heinze, W.
Heppner, D.
Heppner, J.G.
Klemke, J. G.
Kluche, G.
Leopold, C. F.
Lettmann, G.
Mattner, c.

Horses

Sheep

2

16
2

5

2
4
4
4

2

Contd.
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Goats
Ni co 1a i , J . C.
Nitschke, G.F.
Nitschke, G.
Roh r, C.
See 1an de r, J. F.
Schlucke, D.
(Bethany Mi 11)
Schultz, A.
Schultz, J.G.
Schultz, G.
Sude 1 , C.
Thomas, G.
Tiedemann, E.
Topp, F.
Voss, C.A.
Zeunert, J.G.

Horses

Sheep

4
4

12

4
5

9

2

By 1854 there were 2946 acres under wheat, 432 under
barley, 50 acres of oats, 51 acres of potatoes, 36
acres of vineyards, 56 acres of garden and 291 acres
of hay, in the Hundred of Moorooroo. 1
By 1855 the names of the population in the Bet?any
area have changed considerably, and the follow1ng
1 i st emerges .2 (The letters 11 bv•• after a name
indicate residence in the town itself as distinct
from surrounding land.)
Gae 1 i ng, w. Grossmann, c. Grosser, J. Gutschen, W.
Hahndorf, G. Hample, c. Hand, c. Hartwich, W.
Helpmann, F. Henze 1, c. Hensky, M. & c.
Garran's Royal S .A. Almanack 1854, p. J 83
2

Garran•s Royal S .A. Almanack 1855, p.84

Hettrich, W. Hohnlug, G. Hiphauf, E.
Kaulkweitz, J. (bv) Klapfull, H. (bv) Klass, W. (bv)
Kleuche, G.(bv) Klingebild, J.(bv) Koesing, E.(bv)
Koylon, J. (bv) Krauser, K. (bv) Meyer, Rev.H
Molde, W. Nicholein, J. Nohaw, J. Rossrick, W.
Rothe, C. Saltzmann, M. Scnappel, J. Schroppel, J.
Sc hu 1t z , A. & J . Schwa r t s , W. S i s per 1 (no i n i t i a 1)
Siedel, C. & F.C. Sonntag, J. Stiller, J.
Stollen, S. Tieler, C. Topf, F.
The 1856 crop and 1 ivestock figures for the Tanunda
area are as follows: Wheat 2,061 acres, barley 164
acres, potatoes 29 3/4 acres, vines 47! acres,
orchard 16~ acres, garden 37!, and hay production
286! acres. Of a total of 4,619! acres occupied,
2,642! were under cultivation and 1977 were not
under crop. Livestock numbers were as follows:
107 horses, 328 cows, 213 bullocks, 268 calves,
1 sheep, 42 goats and 253 pigs.3
The 1861 South Austral ian Parliamentary Papers show
the following land use and 1 ivestock figures for
the Tanunda area in the year 1860-1.3 They show
that 1650 acres of land were leased, 5,789 were
freehold, 6,088 were enclosed and 3,869 were
cultivated. From 2,347 acres of wheat 25,256
bushells were reaped, for barley the figures are
267 acres to yield 4,582 bushells and that 643
acres were used to produce 559 tons of hay. The
wheat and barley figures are for the amount of these
crops grown as grain crops. The figures for crops
grown as green feed are: 23 acres of wheat or
barley, 2 acres of lucerne, 413 acres being fallow;
14 acres of potatoes produced a yield of 23 tons.
3

S.A. Parliamentary Papers. Vol. 2, No. 87
Agriculture & Livestock Stat. 1860-1 pp.12,13,17.
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Orchards took up 23 acres and gardens 49 acres. Of
88 acres of vines 100,038 plants were bearing while
32,426 were not. This produced 10,803 gallons of
wine, and in all 308 cwt. of grapes were sold or
otherwise disposed of.
Livestock numbered 225 horses, 884 horned cattle, 301
sheep and 15 lambs, 48 goats, 400 pigs and 2,618
poultry.
In 1863 this state exported 27,705 gallons of wine,
3,581 of brandy, 1,923 gallons of geneva, 897 of gin
3,825 gallons of rumand and 1,394 gallons of whisky. 1
Another source states that the Barossa Valley region
produced 20,000 gallons of wine in 1863 which was a
seven-fold increase on earlier figures. It also
claims a 25% increase in land used for vines. The
source also pointed to a large use of cellars for
storage and a tendency for wineries to buy from
small growers.2 It also mentions the production of
472,979 gallons of wine made but does not define
where exactly.
With the coming of the year 1864 we find many of the
people from the 1855 1 ist have eitDer moved on
somewhere else or died.3 The new 1 ist retains only a
few names. This list gives the first mention of a
school-master, a shoemaker and poundkeeper, as well
as specifically mentioning a vinegrower.
Gutsche, J. Hamdorf, F. Hamdorf, R.(poundkeeper)
Kluffuss, G.(shoemaker) Krause, J. Laubsch, S.

Mi 1 ich, W. Schilg, G. (shoemaker) Schrapel, F.Jun.
Schwartz, W. (vinegrower) Seidel, G. Stasinowsky,
Thiele, H. Topp, F.(school-master) Hueppauffe, E.
Reiman, Stelzer, A.
A total of 206,674 gallons of wine was produced in
this year, and there was an increase in the area
under vines to 6,364 acres.4
The 1865 South Austral ian Parliamentary Papers5
provide the following land use and livestock
figures. They show that 1,177 acres were leased,
5,496 were freehold, 5,685 acres were enclosed and
346 acres were cultivated. The following figures
were given concerning grain crops: 2,165 acres of
wheat and a yield of ~0,958 bushells, 213 acres of
barley to produce 3,187 bushells, 1 acre of oats
which yielded 30 bushells and 631 acres planted to
yield 710 tons of hay.
As for forage the following figures are given: 21
acres of wheat or barley, 4 acres of permanent
artificial grasses, 239 acres were left fallow, 19
acres of potatoes were planted which yielded 30 tons
18 acres were set aside for orchards and 8 acres for
gardens.
The 142 acres of grapes with their 166,650 bearing
plants and 58,640 not, produced 26,149 gallons of
wine and 150 cwt of grapes which were sold or
otherwise disposed of.
Liyestock numbers consisted of 268 horses,

Adelaide Almanack 1865. P 71.
2

Adelaide Almanack 1864. P 61-2

3

The Adelaide Almanack, 1864.

4
Pp 71-2

1865 S.A. Parliamentary Papers, Vol. 1 No. 9,
Pp 10, Jl, 14, .17.

5 Adelaide Almanack 1868 p.31
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780 horned cattle, 474 sheep and l lamb, 30 goats,
332 pigs and 3,108 poultry.
12,984 gallons of wine were produced in the year
1866. 1
By 1868 there is another noticeable change in the
population names in the Bethany area, which read as
fo 11 ows:
Beinkike, F. Gutsche, J. Hamdorf, F. Hamdorf, R.
Heinrich, G. Hueppauff, E. Klau, F. Klaffus, G.
(shoemaker) Kl ingebiel, C. Krause, J. Kube, C.
(wheelwright) Lange, T. Laubsch, S. Miel ich, W.
Reimann (no initial given) Schl ig, G.(shoemaker)
Schrapel, J.(vinegrower) Schroeder, H. (shopkeeper)
Schwartz, W.(vines) Seidel, G. Sonntag, F.(Jun.)
Stasinowsky (no initial), Stelzer, A. Stiller, S.
Stillger, G.(butcher) Thiele, C.(shoemaker)
Topp, F.(school-master) Vorwerk, W.
This table is the first one to mention a
wheelwright, butcher and shopkeeper. This is an
indication that growth has definitely taken place.
The number of vineyards in 1869 dropped to 6,209
acres, a fall of 152 acres. Wine production however
was increased to 63,584 gallons.
The 1870-1 Parliamentary Papers show the following
figures for land use and 1 ivestock numbers.3 These

apply to the Tanunda area.
Only 589 acres were leased and 5,130 acres were
freehold. 5,719 acres were enclosed and 3,713
acres were cultivated.
As far as grain crops go there were 1,665 acres of
wheat, yielding 10,833 bushells, from 276 acres of
barley a yield of 2,772 bushells was reaped. Four
acres of oats yielded 60 bushells, while the same
acreage of peas yielded 22 bushells and 497 tons of
hay were made from 876 acres cultivated.
The figures for green feed are as follows: 43 acres
of wheat or barley, J acre of sorghum, 3 acres of
lucerne, 3 acres of permanent artificial grasses,
41 acres of lesser crops, 627 acres were fallow.
From 8 acres of potatoes 6 tons were harvested,
while J8 acres were occupied by orchards and 14
acres by gardens.
Vines took up J30 acres, with 143,580 plants
bearing and 2,636 not. For the year 1868-9
23,415 gallons of wine were produced and 587 cwt.
of grapes were sold or otherwise disposed of.
Livestock numbered 295 horses, 731 horned cattle,
662 sheep and lambs, 41 goats, 336 pigs and
320 poultry.
CONCLUSIONS

Adelaide Almanack 1868 p.31
2
3

The National Directory of South Australia for
1867-68, Pp 164-5
S.A. Parliamentary Papers 1870-J, Vol. 2 No. 8
Agricultural and Livestock Statistics for the
year ending 31/3/1870 pp. 8, 9, 12.

An important variable to be considered in evaluating
land use patterns is the changing amounts of rainfall from year to year. While it averages about
twenty-one inches, there are several years when the
rainfall falls below fifteen inches.
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Concerning the ownership of land, several points
emerge. The first is the drop in the number of
acres leased, from about 1600 acres to under 600
acres. Freehold figures however, drop by about
600 acres, from just over 5,700 to about 5,100
acres. It cou 1d have been said that a decrease in
the number of acres leased meant a rise in
prosperity, because people were able to buy their
land outright, but the decline in freeheld land
tends to refute this statement.
There is also a slight drop in the area of enclosed
land, in one reference, but this drop is almost
entirely restored by a later look at this reference.
As a result the area of enclosed land tended to
remain much the same. A similar movement appears
in the rise and fall of the acres of cultivated
land.
As far as the acreage of wheat crops goes there is
a fall in their acreage by about 700 acres. The
barley situation is not much different, starting
high, dropping down by about 60 acres; but later
rising to around its earlier level. A look at the
rain.fall graph shows a drought in that year, which
gives the most likely reason for the slump which
occurred and abated in a good season.
A similar pattern is noticed in the vine acreage
figures. However the slump in the vine acreage is
well and truly over-ridden in importance by
noticing that the 1871 figures are 50 per cent up
on the 1860-1 figures.
Unlike crops the 1 ivestock numbers show a steady
increase in the number of horses and sheep, while

goat and poultry numbers decline steadily. The
numbers of horned cattle also decline from 884 to
731 .
The movement of people in the area under consideration is also worth comment. When you compare the
first two 1 ists only the names of A. & J. Schultz
remain, out of a 1 ist of about thirty families.
However there is an overall growth of about ten
families, showing that the area was prospering,
because people were around to buy land others were
selling.
Comparing the second and third 1 ists we find the
coming and expanding of services and industries
normally found in established towns, such as
wheelwrights, butchers, shopkeepers and shoemakers.
This suggests further expansion, as these types of
industry are not set up in small remote · settlements.
The fact that a school-master, pastor and two
shoemakers were there indicates that the town was
of a good size.
Another possible cause for the lapse in some parts
of the farming business is possibly the recession
in the 1860's and one a decade later, for which
these figures are too early to show the full effect.
The vineyard and winery operations seem to be one
of the few industries to really continue to increase
in output and require more resources as a result.
This is desp~te the odd drop in production and
acreage.
In conclusion what can be said about land use in
this region at this time? First we can see the
large movement in population as well as the change
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in emphasis in the land al loted to each crop.
Contrary to popular opinion, wheat remained firmly in
its place as one of the key crops in the region,
even though the amount of land for its cultivation
was considerably reduced. Vineyards never came near
to replacing wheat as the main crop. Trey were in
the background. Vineyards tended to take up ground
from the secondary crops such as oats, orchards and
gardens.
The 1844 figures of farm sizes, crop and stock
numbers, show the tremendous variation in the
earlier lots of land. There is quite a definite
gap between the large and small farms. Even so,
wheat is indisputably the dominant crop, while
vines don 1 t even rate a mention. Cattle were the
dominant animals in early Bethany with only one horse
in the district, which was not owned by one of the
more prosperous farmers either, as one might have
thought, owing to the high price of a horse.

PART TWO:

J875 - 1900

INTRODUCTION
While we were researching, unfortunately we could
find no specific agricultural details for the
immediate region around the Bethany township, and
consequently had to settle for statistics of the
District Council of Tanunda in the County of Light,
of which Bethany is a part. This study is
therefore centred around three tables of statistics

for the Tanunda District Council which were found
in the Parliamentary Papers:
(i)

the extent of land in occupation, cultivated
and unclutivated, and gross production of
each description of each crop.

(ii)

the number and description of 1 ivestock; and

(iii) comparative return of the area of land
cultivated in wheat, the total production,
and the average yield per acre.
To assist in the analysis of agricultural changes
which occurred during this period, I have also
included a table depicting total South Austral ian
vineyard acreage and wine production for the period,
a 1 ist of the consumption of Austral ian wine in
Great Britain in the second half of the 19th
Century, and also a rainfall graph for South
Australia for the period. After examining the
specific changes that took place in agriculture
in the period, I will include a section on the
inhabitants of Bethany themselves, and the possible
changes in occupation that they experienced after
the settlement had been established for some years.
With the assistance of the data I have just
mentioned, I will determine how and why changes in
land use took place in the general area of Bethany
in the period 1875 to 1900, but initially I will
give a brief account of the formation of the
township by German settlers in 1842.
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BETHANY:

BACKGROUND HISTORY

During the European 11 hungry forties 11 (1840's),
economic considerations acted as a powerful force,
pushing people out of Germany; the 11 pu11 11 factor
was also operating towards South Australia,
particularly for Germans who 1 ived at the junction
of the provinces of Silesia, Brandenburg, and Posen.
The township of Bethany was formed in 1842 by early
German settlers, after the Lutheran Pastor Fritzche
had induced a portion of his people to establish
their homes in the Barossa Valley.
When these German settlers first came to Bethany,
the hills and plains of the district abounded in
native animals, birds, and reptiles, including herds
of kangaroos, wild fowl, emus, and snakes and
1 izards which were greatly feared at first by the
settlers. Facing many difficulties in this vastly
different new environment the Germans worked very
hard from morning to night, clearing, building
houses, cultivating the land, and planting crops.
These early Bethany settlers nursed and conserved
the land, believing it was something not to be
exploited but rather something to be handed down
to one's children, and to their children after them.
These views were an important and integral part of
the new settlers' Lutheran beliefs.
Nearly all of the early farming undertaken was of a
subsistence type, with commercial crops only being
grown in small quantities for additional money to
purchase what could not be produced locally. It
was because of this self-reliance that German
farmers were able to survive the vagaries of the
weather and the market perhaps better than their

English counterparts who tended to rely wholly on
the income from commercial crops such as wheat,
barley, and market gardening from the 1860's onwards. Even grapes were grown as part of a
subsistence crop, each family making its own wine,
exactly as it had been done in Germany.
Influence of Tanunda
Bethany never really came into its own as an
individual and distinct township, chiefly because
of its nearby competitive neighbour Tanunda.
Although established later than Bethany, Tanunda
soon gained ascendancy over the small township
largely because it was proclaimed the official
postal town for the district. It is interesting to
see that in the various Almanacks and South
Austral ian Directories, the inhabitants of Bethany
were 1 isted under the heading of Tanunda; in the
1880's and 1890's, the inhabitants of Bethany
rated no mention at all, pointing to the
unimportance of the township. Simply by examining
the 1 ist of Bethany's townspeople, it is obvious
that many people left the town in later years - in
the J860's and 1870's - either to Tanunda or other
Barossa Valley towns, or throughout the State.
During the Victorian gold rushes of the 1870's,
the great majority of Lutheran Germans remained at
home on their land and did not rush off to the
diggings. This is an indication of their strong
conviction to working the land in South Australia.
Sources
(1)

The Austral ian Lutheran Almanac, 1938
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(2)

Germans in Australia -The Bulletin,
Series:- Part 2, The Austral ian Family,
Pp 36-37.

TABLE 1 :

EXTENT OF LAND IN OCCUPATION

-statistics for the District Council of Tanunda
(1875 - 1900)

Extent of holding
Year

1875
1880
1885
1890
1895
1900

Leasehold

Freehold

550
1726
1536
890
530
575

7340
6845
6444
7483
8219
7570

No. of
acres
of enclosed
land

No. of
acres
under
cultivat ion

6541
8255
7981
7973
No
figures
given

3531
3686
4110
3134
3433
3106

GENERAL INTRODUCTION
In the years prior to 1875, agriculture established
in the Bethany region was primarily subsistence,
with the German settlers being for the greater part
self-sufficient in food production. Most of the
Germans who settled during the 1850's would have
been able to obtain land to farm on quite easily,

as it was relatively cheap; for example, if a
German migrant labourer had his fare out to South
Australia paid by relatives, he could save enough
money to repay it within two years and then save
for the deposit on some land. As Table 1 indicates,
during this twenty-five year period there was an
increase in the acreage of freeholdings held by
farmers in the district, as less became dependent
upon landlords for the leasing of land; in the
1880's there was a drop in the total acreage of
freeholdings, probably associated with the drought
conditions of this decade.
The Bethany area in the 1860's and 1870's was a
predominantly wheat growing area, augmented by
large numbers of pigs and fowls. This situation
will become more obvious as I look at the numbers
in where these agricultural types were kept. As I
mentioned earlier, even grape production for wine
was a subsistence practice in the 1860's and the
growth of vines as a cash crop did not come about to
any extent until the latter part of the 19th
Century.
To determine the changes that did occur in land use
in this region of early South Australia, I wi 11
look at each main agricultural type-crops, 1 ivestock,
horticulture and vinegrowing- individually,
describing the changes and giving possible reasons
for their occurrence. Because the extensive
production of grapes for wine making in this area
did not take place until the later years of this
period, I intend to examine vinegrowing changes
in acreage and total production last.
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Grain Crops and Associated Produce
At the beginning of this 25-year period, the most
important agricultural product of the Bethany area
was wheat. This can clearly be seen when you look
at Table 2, showing the acreage and total production
of each crop in the District Council of Tanunda.
The acreage of wheat for grain seed and also for
hay feed was much greater than the acreage for any
of the other crops and vineyards combined. Climatic
conditions in the 1870 1 s must have been suitable
for the growing of wheat in the district; from
the rainfall graph it is clear that this decade had
a good average rainfall -apart from a very dry year
in 1876 -and this would have made possible the
growth of reasonable crops of wheat.
Of the other crops produced in the area, barley
is the only one which was produced in any quantity.
The remainder - oats, peas, flax, and others such as
soya beans and sunflowers - used up only a very
small percentage of the land under cultivation;
however the mere fact that this diversification in
crops occurred in these early years shows that the
German people were willing to undertake the growth
of any type of crop. If the crop successfully
grew in the area it could then become either a
source of subsistence food or else a source of
income.
Throughout the 25 years from 1875 to 1900, of the
crops• acreages, only that of barley remained at a
fairly constant level, although the final year saw
a drop of more than a half of what it had been in
previous years. The other crops - oats, peas, and
flax ~ began with very low production at the

beginning of this period and the acreages of all
these gradually became less and less as the
dominance of vineyards in the region became
greater.
In fact, of all the varieties of field crops grown
in the area in 1875, only wheat, barley and oats
remained in production at the turn of the century,
and even these were produced in fairly small
quantities. Of course, there were variations in
total production of cereal crops, especially wheat,
and also in the yields per acre, as can be seen
from Table 3, but the general trend was that as
vinegrowing became increasingly important to the
Tanunda area generally, the land once taken up by
crops and also 1 ivestock was given up to vineyards.
Apart from the increase in vines in the area,
another factor which had a big influence on
agricultural production was the period of belowaverage rainfall in the 1880 1 s. It is important
that in the years immediately following the high
rainfall of 1883, the acreages and total production
of wheat dropped considerably as the dry period
began to have adverse effects on the farm routine.
However this drought period did not have the same
effect on the barley crop which does not depend to
the same extent on a reasonable, well distributed
annual rainfall. A major indicator of the effect
the drought had on land use was the marked increase
in the number of acres which were left in fallow
during the l88o•s. Between the period 1880-85,
and then for a few years after that, the amount of
cultivable land under fallow increased steeply, but
then by J890 decreased to a level below that of
1875. While the total production (bushells) of
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TABLE 2:

GRAIN CROPS AND ASSOCIATED PRODUCE

- statistics for the District Council of Tanunda

(1875 - 1900)
BARLEY

WHEAT

GREEN FORAGE
( i e wheat, oats,
barley)

HAY
YEAR

YEAR

1875
1880
1885
1890
1895
1900

Acres

Total
Produce
(Bushells)

Acres

1641
1361
1041
1014
721
630

16334
11200
7519
5898
3643
5794

146
132
131
128
136
54

OATS

Total
Produce
(Bushell s)

2670
2687
2757
1508
1436
1000

1875
1880
1885
1890
1895
1900

Acres

Total
Produce
(Tons)

Acres

579
887
801
922
759
750

630
998
936
726
630
724

20
36
29
24
14
20

PEAS

YEAR

1875
1880
1885
1890
1895
1900

Acres

9
2
5
32
6

Acres

150
55
176

1
11
3

227
100

-

-

-

-

Total
Produce
(Bushells)

16
231
55

-

Acres

1875
1880
1885
1890
1895
1900

1
1

-

No
figures
given

OTHER CROPS
(soya beans, sunflowers, etc.

FLAX
YEAR

Total
Produce
(Bushells)

Produce

Produce

No
figures
given

Acres

28
3
26
4
6
-

Produce

No
figures
given
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TABLE 2:

TABLE 3:

(Cont.)

statistics for the District Council of Tanunda
(1875 - 1900)

ACRES IN FALLOW
1875
ACRES

869

1880
1016

1885
1715

WHEAT - TOTAL ACREAGE, TOTAL PRODUCE, AND
AVERAGE YIELDS/ACRE

1890
337

1895
640

1900
524

wheat dropped markedly in the 1880's and continued
to do so in the 1890's, that of the barley crop
remained constant in that period and only began
to fall off in the final decade of the 19th Century.
The production of hay actually increased by quite
a lot during the drought, presumably to meet the
demands of an increased sheep and cattle production
at this time.
To summarise, the changes that occurred in crop and
associated production in the Bethany area in this
25-year period were largely a consequence of the
dry period of the 1880's and also the advent of
extensive vineyard production in the area. While
wheat and barley growing became the lesser
agricultural occupation of this region as vineyards
became more dominant, the production of these two
crops did not fade out as did the growth of other
lesser crops, such as peas, flax, and others. The
drought years would have also turned many
pioneering farmers off the land, thereby influencing
agricultural production again.

Acreage

Year

1873-74
1874-75
1878-79
1879-80
1883-84
1884-85
1889-90
*1892-93
~1896-97

1898-99
1899-1900

1855
1641
1372
1361
1200
1041
1014
797
721
830
630

Total
Produce
(Bushells)
7262
16334
9895
11200
8252
7519
5898
6362
3643
6996
5794

Average Yield/Acre
Bushells

Pounds

3
9
7
8
6

55
57
13
14
51
13
49
98
5
43
31

7
5
7
5
8
9

* Statistics

for the years 1893-94
and 1894-95 were not available, so
I used these . figures instead as a
general indication of the situation
in the mid-1890's.
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Livestock
TABLE 4:

NUMBER AND DESCRIPTION OF LIVESTOCK AND
PASTURE

statistics for the District Council of Tanunda
(1875 - 1900)

Horses

Year
1875
1880
1885
1890
1895
1900

246
340
364
315
Work- Other
ing
51
296
48
202

Sheep
( inc. 1amb s)

Horned
Cattle
609
788
877
878
Mi 1k Other

488
1318
1402
207

31 1
188

649
540

476
327

Year

Goats

Pigs

Poultry

1875
1880
1885
1890
1895
1900

43
38
54
18
6
2

358
303
524
331
307
362

3077
4061
4557
5109
3957
3670

IPastureJ
Lucerne Artificial
Grasses
15
1
6
31
5
10

40
J

8

-

-

On the livestock side of agriculture, this period
in the Bethany area was marked by a rise in the
number of sheep in the early years up to 1885, and
then an almost immediate sudden drop in numbers
towards the end. Cattle numbers had also risen to
a peak by about 1890, and then, in a similar way to
sheep, had declined again by the late 1890's.
Since the earliest days of German settlement in
Bethany, animals and poultry had played an
important part in the self-sufficient lifestyle of
the settlers. By the 1870's, therefore, the
numbers of pigs and poultry, as well as sheep and
cattle, and to a lesser extent goats, were quite
high in the district. Draught, or work, horses for
working the land for crops were also numerous, and
their numbers continued to increase in this
period. However, as can be seen in Table 4, the
numbers of cattle, sheep and goats had dropped to
a point where they could no longer be considered
to play a major part in the agricultural pattern
of the Bethany district.
The drought years of the 1880's did not have the
same effects on livestock as they had on crop
production in the district. This is obvious if
you examine the 1885 statistics in Table 4; it
shows that in 1885 - the mid-drought period - has
the highest figures in the 25-year period for
sheep, horses, goats and pigs, and the second
highest numbers of cattle and poultry.
Livestock production in the Bethany district was
greatly affected by the upsurge in viticulture
in the area, in the same way that crop production
was. As an increasing acreage of farming land
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came to be taken up with vines, as farmers
realised they were a more economic proposition,
their previous agricultural occupations in sheep,
cattle, and pigs became minor parts of the overall
land use pattern. Pigs and poultry remained in
quite large numbers, possibly providing extra
income to some farmers who kept them, while also
remaining an important part of the self-sufficiency
in food growth of the German settlers.

TABLE 5:

ACREAGE AND AMOUNT OF GARDEN/ORCHARD
PRODUCE

statistics for District Council of Tanunda
(1875 - 1900)

Year

Garden
(except
vines)
Acres

Orchard
(Acres)

Horticulture and Orchards
Like the running of 1 ivestock such as pigs, goats
and poultry, the growing of gardens and orchards
by the early settlers of Bethany had been done
primarily for food self-sufficiency. Therefore,
by 1875 the acreage of land taken by orchards and
gardens was quite large, and, apart from a slight
drop in orchard acreage between J895-1900, and a
big drop for gardens between 1890-1895, these
acreages increased in the 25 year period. As the
period progressed, citrus trees - orange and lemon began to increase in number, perhaps coping with
an increase in the demand for these fruits.
One point which is of particular interest is the
marked increase in the total production of
potatoes in the 1880's drought period. More than
1 ikely, the production of this staple vegetable
increased so that the settlers would at least be
able to depend on it for some food during the hard
times. From this increase in potato production
during these years of below-average rainfall, it
would appear as though the vegetable crops were not
affected to the same extent as the wheat and other
fie 1d crops.

1875
1880
1885
1890
1895
1900

Year

1880
1885
1890
1895
1900

152
63
635
90
150

Tons

11
26
16
26

17
77
37
48

2

2

-

-

No.

0i l
Ga 11 s.

30
126
1012

-

No.

Cases
Produce

Figures not
available
532
297
11 7
209
284
37

Cwts.

1028
265
440
367
432
672

51
9
38
37
25
32

Lemon
Trees

Orange
Trees

01 ive
Trees
No.

Acres

21
29
33
39
9
50

42
41
64
81
92
82

Almond
Trees

Potatoes

Cases
No. Produce

-

-

25

2
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It is very unlikely that any of these horticultural
and orchard products would have been important cash
crops at any time, perhaps with the exception of
olive oil during the early 1890 1 s; the small
numbers of these products shown in the above table
of figures seems to indicate that a steady income
could not have been gained from the sale of these
products. Most vegetables and fruits would have
been grown in the gardens and orchards of the
people of the Bethany township and district,
primarily for their own use.
TABLE 6:

VINEYARD ACREAGES, WINE PRODUCTION AND
RAISINS MADE

TABLE 6:

(Cant.)

Year

Quantity
of Wine
(Gallons)

Quantity of
grapes sold
(cwts.)

1875
1880
1885
1890
1895
1900

16,975
12,012
14,899
6,518
15,620
3,030

668
831
1 '304
3,965
13,099
6,440

Raisins
made
(cwts)
1
1
9
39
4
4

statistics for the District Council of Tanunda
(1875 - 1900).
VITICULTURE
Year

Vines
Acreage

1875
1880
1885
1890
l895
1900

108
139
232
528
1 '019
960

Number in
bearing
144,840
113,260
101,900
172,015
409,748
23,260

Number not
in bearing
4,095
26,540
46,802
52,533
21 ,290
23,260

It was not until the 1890 1 s with the destruction
of many vines in New South Wales and Victoria by
the disease 11 phylloxera 11 , that the growing of vines
became of great commercial importance to the
Bethany area, and to the Barossa Valley generally.
Up until this time vineyard growth and the
production of wine had been a family concern, the
settlers merely carrying on the tradition they had
brought with them from their native Germany.
Therefore, compared with that at the end of the
19th Century, the acreage of vineyards and the
number of producing and non-producing vines was
only very small in 1875.
Since vineyards had only been developed in South
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Australia since . the 1850's, by 1875 the number of
acres under vines in the Bethany region was only a
small percentage of the total area of land under
cultivation; by 1900 the South Australian acreage
was more than three times greater then it was in
1890, although the same is not true of the Bethany
district.
From Table 6 it appears as though the
1899/1900 wine vintage was not particularly good,
but this is no indication of the great progress made
in vineyard expansion of acreages and wine production
in the ten years from 1890.
As a percentage of total state acreage of vineyards,
the Tanunda District Council had a figure of about
2 per cent in 1875, this rose to a peak of about
7 per cent . in 1890, and thereafter remained at
about the S-6 per cent level. Thus, despite the
expansion of the wine producing industry in the
Tanunda area and the Barossa Valley generally in
this 25-year period, the region did not dominate
South Austral ian wine production as it does today.
From figures taken from the South Austral ian
Directory of 1900, I found that of the fifty-six
vinegrowers in the State, six were listed as coming
fro.m the Tanunda area, and twenty-three from
other Barossa settlements, while twenty-five came
from the McClaren Vale and Happy Varley districts.
At this stage, therefore, it appears as though the
Adelaide ~rea was the major vineyard region.
Table 8, showing consumption of Austral ian wine in
Great Britain, is an indication of how the wine
industry expanded, particularly in the 1890's,
and also of how acceptance of our wines gradually
became more widespread as this growth continued.
This expansion in acreage under vines can be seen
if you compare Table 6 showing acreages of vines

to Table J which shows the number of acres under
cultivation in the Bethany area at particular
periods.
TABLE 7:

TOTAL SOUTH AUSTRALIAN VINEYARD ACREAGE
AND WINE PRODUCTION (1842 - 19QO)

Wine
Produced
(Gallons)

Year

Vineyard
Acreage

1842
1845
1850
1855
1860
1865
1870
1875
1880
1885
1890
1895
1900

No figures
given
283
753
3' 180
6,364
5,823
5,051
4,114
4,590
7,352
15,418
19,438

TABLE 8:
Year
Amount
( Ga 11 s)

Grapes
Sold

Wine
Exported

NO F.l GURES GIVEN
182,087
' 798,647
895,795
648' 186
459,308
473,535
1,052,086
1,578,590
1,342,960

23,398
30,627
34,483
40,611
34,240
42,923
No
Figures
Given

2,796
23,674
50,085
45,879
46,908
70,904
221 ,885
343,405
496,610

CONSUMPTION OF AUSTRALIAN WINE IN BRITAIN
1860

1870

1880

1890

1900

95J

36 ' j 4 7

55,000

314,401

822,503
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During the ~eriod of low rainfall in the 188o•s,
the number of grape vines in bearing in the
Bethany area decreased, while the number of nonproductive vines consequently increased; despite
this, the number of acres taken up by vineyards
increased in this time. In this same decade the
quantity of wine produced remained at a reasonably
high level, while the amount of grapes sold
actually increased, as did the number of raisins
made. However, the effects that this dry period
had on the wine vintage is best seen in the big
drop in wine figures for 1890 in Table 6, thus
showing that the quantity of grapes for extensive
wine-making was not available in the years
preceeding this vintage. From the figures
available it seems clear that the drought years
did not have adverse effects on vine-growing as it
did on crop production in the Bethany area.
In the period J890-J900, as with all the wineproducing areas of South Au~tral ia, vine-growing
vigorously proceeded during the first half of the
&ecade in the Bethany district. Therefore it was
only in thisfinal decade of the 19th Century that
vineyard production became an important agricultural
activity and the major income earner for the German
inhabitants of the district. This period saw the
decline in importance of produce such as wheat and
barley, sheep, cattle, and pigs, with an associated
rise in the importance of vines.
BETHANY: POPULATION MOVEMENTS AND CHANGES IN
OCCUPATION OF POPULATION (1875-1900)
I have chosen to include this short section in this
settlement study to show how the occupations of
some people in Bethany did change in this 25-year

period, and also to indicate how quite a number of
farming people came and went from the district
regularly. To do this I have included a list of
Bethany•s original settlers in 1842, most of those
inhabitants of the district in 1875, and those in
1883 - the latest date in the period for which I
could find such population figures.
A breakdown of the various occupations of Germans
who arrived in South Australia in the second half
of the 19th Century, gives the following figures:
farming 33%, tradesmen 37%, commerce 9%,
professional 2%, labourers 12%. As the Bethany
district became settled, it began to gather al 1
of these types of people, but most of the people
of the area were farmers. By looking at the
population figures for 1875, it can be seen that
Bethany had not only many farmers, but also had
some wheelwrights, carpenters, a school-master, and
a shoemaker, as well as a Lutheran minister; of
course the lists shown in Table 9 are not complete,
but are the best I could come up with during my
research.
It is interesting to notice the changes both in
population and in occupations of the people in the
district that occur in the years 1875-1883. Many
people moved to nearby districts such as Tanunda,
Eudunda, Greenock, and Eden Valley, while others
changed their occupation and remained residents of
the Bethany area. Although these changes in
occupation are not both shown on Table 9, examples
include Johann Gutsche who changed from a farmer
to a tailor, and Christian Kube who changed his
work from a wheelwright to a farmer. Many of those
who moved to other settlements probably did so to
either take up new farming land, or else to start
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TABLE 9:

TABLE 9:

BETHANY - POPULATION LISTS 1842/1875/

(Cont.)

1883
original
1842 Somesettlers
Blessing, G.
Frost, G.D.
Gay, J.E.
Girosser, A.
Henschke, J.M.
Heinz, F. W.
Heppner, D.
Heppner, J.G.
Klemke, J.G.
K1 i che, G.
Lehmann, G.
Leopold, C.F.
Mattner, C.
N i co 1a i , J . C•
Nitschke, J.F.
Nitschke, G.F.
Rohr, C.W.
Schulz, G.A.
Schulz, J.G.
Seecander, J.G.
Seidel, C.F.
Thiedemann, E.D.
Thomas, G.
Topp, F.
Voss
Zuenert, J.G.

1883

1875
Gutsche, J.
Hamdorf, E.
Heidenreich, G.
Huppauf, E.
Klau, F.
Kl i ngeb i e 1 , C.
Kube, C.
Lange, J.
Laubshc, S.
Miel iech, E.
Reimann, F.
Schrapel, J.F.
Seidel, G.
Sontag, F.
Stelzer, A.
Stiller, S.
Stiller, G.
Topp, F.
Vorwerk, W.
CODE
Farmer
LP = Lutheran
Pastor
SM = School Master
v = Vi neg rower
w = Wheelwright

r--=

T
F

LP
F

F

F

w
F
F
F
F

v
F
F
F
F
F

SM
F

Fell enberg, A. (Mrs)
Crossman, J.W.
Autsche, J.
Heidenreich, G.
Huppauf, E.
Klau, F.
Kl i ngeb i e l, C.
Kube, C.
Lange, J.
Laubsch, S.J.
Liersch, C.
Liersch, G.
Liersch, H.
Reiman, F.W.
Reinman, S.
Schrape l , J. F.
Schrape l , T.
Schwartz, W.
Seidel, G.
Sontag, F.
Stiller, J.T.
Stiller, S.
Stiller, S.

F
T

LP
F
F
F
F

F
F

F
F
F
F
F

v
F

F
F

F
F
F
F
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a new business in the town, to make use of the
talents they had brought with them from Germany.
One aspect of the population change in this
period is that of the new family groups, such as
the Liersch, Stiller, and Schrapel families, who
had built up their numbers by the J880 1 s. By 1883
a majority of the people of the Bethany district
were farmers, and presumably in the 1890 1 s many
people on the land turned to vineyard production for
a better income. It is unfortunate that I have no
population or occupation figures for the late
188o•s and 1890 1 s because these could indicate such
a trend to vineyards.
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APPENDIX C
The following excerpt is
taken from: A BRIEF HI STORY OF THE ''HERBERGE
CHRISTl'' CHURCH,BETHANY, SOUTH AUSTRALIA
(125th Anniversary, 24 September, 1967)
On October 28th 1841 a party of emigrants, who
had departed from Cuxhaven on the Danish ship
''Skjold'' three and a half months previously,
dropped anchor at Port Adelaide. They hailed
from the congregations of Gruenberg,
Zuellichau, Meseritz, Bruecken-Hauland and
Turnowo in Germany, and were accompanied by
their pastor, Gotthard Daniel Fritzsche.
They had come to Australia to join several
hundred of their fellow-countrymen, who had,
in the same way as they, left their home
country to escape into a land where they would
be free from the "severe and heartless
intrusions into matters of faith, conscience
and persona 1 1 i ber ty'' to which they had been
subjected as a result of the Union of the
Reformed Church and the Lutheran Church
effected by the Prussian King, Friedrich
WilheLn Ill.
As soon as they were able, they began to
found their own settlements. One section of
the new arrivals, comprising 28 families and
117 souls, including 34 children, settled at
the foot of the Barossa ranges on a portion
of the Angas Estate which was offered to
them on lease. Here they founded the
settlement of New Silesia, later known as
Bethany (1842). The names of some of these
families were: Hueppauff, Hamdorf, Schrapel,

Matschoss, Milich, Geue, Ahrns, Grosser,
Bradke, Schwarz, Pech, Kl iche, Fellenberg,
Laubsch, Klaebe, Kokegei, Walther.
Pastor Fritzsche served his members at
Bethany from Lobethal, travelling via
Hahndorf and Klemzig, where a number of his
flock had also settled. The journey per
bullock dray lasted about a week. Services
were at first conducted in the open air.
Then the primitive huts of the settlers were
used in turn for worship, until the home of
a member by the name of Grosser became the
meeting-place for two years.
A school was founded. The first teacher was
Roehr. He was soon succeeded by the
energetic Topp. The teacher received an
annua 1 sa 1a ry of c£20, free house, one acre
for a garden and free pasture for two cows.
The first church was dedicated on July 1st
1845. On August 16th to 17th 1846 the synod
at which the rift between Pastors Kavel and
Fritzsche occurred, took place in this church.
The wound inflicted upon the body of the
Lutheran Church in Australia at this Bethany
synod of August 17th 1846, through the schism
which began at that convention, although
patched up temporarily, or in part, continued
for some 120 years. The two Lutheran Churches
existed side by side - the U.E.L.C.A. and the
E.L.S.A. -until the year 1966, and
historically going back to those two men,
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Kavel and Fritzsche respectively.
In 1848 a missionary, Pastor H.A.C.Meyer,
was placed in charge of the Bethany
congregation and proved a power in the
Church, organizing many congregations Schoenborn 1855; Neukirch, Carlsruhe,
Peter•s Hill, Friederichswalde, and
Gnadenberg, a 11 in 1860. He died on
December 17th, 1862. Pastor Meyer was the
first resident pastor of Bethany. He was
succeeded by Pastor G.A.Heidenreich in 1866.
In 1875, Bethany Church was the scene of
the farewell to the mission party which,
accompanied by the local pastor (Heidenreich),
went to Central Australia and there, on the
Finke River, founded Hermannsburg Mission
Station.
On August 3th,1910, Pastor Heidenreich
senior died at the age of 82 years. He was
succeeded by Pastor Schmidt, a graduate
from Ohio (1910-11). In 1913, Pastor
H.F.W.Roehrs, who also came from Ohio, was
called to the Bethany congregation.
Mr.F.Topp was the teacher of the Lutheran
Day School at Bethany from 1843-87. He
was succeeded by Mr Koithan (1887-1888) .
Mr.A. F. Hensel served the congregation for
50 years. From 1888 until 1917 he was in
charge of the congregational school, and

when this was closed, the congregation
decided to retain his valuable services as
Saturday School teacher, organist and church
warden. He served in this capacity until
1938.
The present church was built in 1883, the
builder being a man by the name of Basedow.
In 1918 the old organ was thoroughly repaired.
In 1924, the church was renovated and the old
windows replaced by leadl ight windows. In
1929, the congregation purchased a fine new
pipe organ at the cost of $1500.00.
English language services were officially
introduced in 1924 beginning a new chaoter
in the expression of worship, devotion' and
proclamation of the Word.
In 1961 , Pastor H.F.W.Roehrs retired from
the active ministry after a record of 47~
years service in the Bethany Parish. He was
succeeded by the present Pastor L.W.Auricht
who was inducted in July 1961. The
congregation took part in an Evangel ism
Mission toward the end of 1961 and this proved
a great blessing to the spiritual life of
members.
Since 1961 , an active Cemetery Committee has
tidied , maintained and beautified the old
cemetery with a plantation of ornamental
shrubs; the former teacher•s residence
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adjacent to the church has been converted
into Sunday School and meeting rooms; new
fences, front and surrounding the church
property, erected; poplar trees and
ornamental shrubs planted; a new toilet
block erected; the former old school
building converted to use for youth
recreational activity.
Statistically, there has been 1 ittle change
in the membership of the congregation and
its organizations, allowing for a neutral
increase and decrease, compared with the
numbers listed for the centenary
celebrations in 1942. At the end of 1966,
the congregation 1 isted 369 baptized and
270 confirmed members.
May Herberge Christi congregation and Church
continue to be a place where the Word of God
is proclaimed in all its truth and purity
and the Sacraments rightly administered to
His praise and glory and to our soul •s
salvation.
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APPENDIX D
The Religious Attitudes Of German Lutherans To
Their Land.
by Sandra Mitchell, A.C.A.E., 1976

INTRODUCTION
Between the years 1838 and 1900, 18,000 Germans
migrated from Germany to South Australia, initially
at the invitation of George Fife Angas, the Chairman of the South Australian Company, and through
whom many were able to buy small farm holdings. The
founders of South Australia hoped that it would not
only be a paradise for dissenters but a paradise
for the farmers.

escape religious persecution)l believed that they
were led by God to South Australia to make a new
home for themselves and their families. Here they
would be free to make a 1 iving and worship God
according to the dictates of their consciences.2
They believed that their land was given to them in
trust by God, and farms were passed on to their
children down through the generations.3 All good
gifts came from God ttrough the soil, and therefore
it was to be revered.
This research is an exploration into whether or
not:
(a)

This belief was in fact held by German
Lutheran pioneering farmers.

In 1838, the only persons growing anything and
avoiding land speculation were the Germans at
Klemzig. By 1841 some had moved to Hahndorf and
were supplying eggs and dairy produce.
During the gold rushes of the 1850's the Germans
stayed on the land and were partly responsible for
South Australia later becoming the largest grainproducing state in Australia. The German farmers
grew mixed crops and endeavoured to be subsistent
farmers in the same way as they had been in Germany.
By doing this they were far better able to survive
the ups and downs of the economic climate than most.
The religious farmers (and only about 500 .of the
18,000 who migrated to South Australia did so to

1.

South Australia's German Heritage
Talk
given by Jan Harmstorf, Senior Lecturer in
History, Adelaide College of Advanced
Education. P.1.

2.

See page 4 of this research
Mr. B. ( 80+) .

3.

Op. cit. p.4.

4.

See page 5 of this research
Mr. c. Thiele.

Interview with

interview with
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(b)

Land ownership was important for reasons other
than religious.

(c)

This belief is still held by any German-descent
farmers.

(d)

There is any evidence that accompanying this
belief, family properties are still being
handed on.

(e)

Properties are passing out of the family,
and if so why.

(f)

There is a sense of failure or loss of status
when family land passes out of the family.

(g)

There is any evidence that religious beliefs
relating to the soil have changed or are
changing.

The very first op1n1on I heard supported the
negative side of the present situation among Germandescent farmers- that they no longer believed that
the land was a trust from God. This opinion was
expressed by a practical, business-1 ike Public
Relations Officer in a capitalist, multi-national
winery. He claimed:
When faced with the question of the retention
of heritage or money the- (original owners
of the winery he represents) chose money, and
that is what most 4th - 5th generation German
landowners in the Barossa Valley have done and
are doing now.

public of the 'Germanness', traditions and beliefs
of the Valley to sell their wine, but it is all
untrue now. When the Valley was opened, things
changed rapidly. I doubt that there are any
German-descent farmers who see the land as a 'trust'
now. Like everyone else they are just interested
in their pay.
This supported my contention that the capitalist
ideology can adapt the preceding religious ideology
to its own commercial purposes before superseding
it altogether.
To what extent, I wondered, was this opinion to be
validated or invalidated in my research?

METHOD OF RESEARCH:
Depth interviews each lasting over an hour with
ten interviewees.
My exploratory research was carried out, in the
main, in the Immanuel Lutheran Church parish at
Light Pass, approximately 40 miles from Adelaide.
It was one of the first churches established in
the Barossa Valley, and the parish was and still is
rural from the point of view of location, but only

He continued:
The wine-makers

1

paint 1 a picture for the
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33% of the congregation is on the land now.

They still wish to live in the Valley after the
property has been sold.

PEOPLE INTERVIEWED:
Pastor K. Fischer, Pastor, Light Pass, who has
been in charge of Immanuel Church for over five
years. He is at present doing a Social Work Course
at the Institute of Technology.

Mr. & Mrs. N. (about 35 yrs.) who run together
Mr. N's motor garage business. Mrs. N. originally
came from Adelaide. Mr. N's father sold the family
property about 10 years ago, much to the disappointment of Mr. & Mrs. N.

Mr. Colin Thiele, who is the Principal of Wattle
Park Teaching Centre. He grew up on his father's
property at Eudunda in the Barossa Val ley. He is
an author and poet of some renown.

Mr. S. (over 80 yrs.) who left the land in 1903.
His father sent him (the eldest son) and his
brother out to work because their holding was not
large enough to support the eldest boys.

Mr. B. (over 80 yrs.) who is a very active and
articulate member of the Light Pass congregation.
He is living with his family on their family
property.
His forbears were amongst the earliest
settlers in Light Pass.
Mr. S. (about 45 yrs.) who is living with his
family on their family property. Mr. S's forbears
arrived in South Australia from Tenthohel in
Silesia in September, 1855 and their descendants
have been on the land at Light Pass even since.
Mr. & Mrs, H. (about 45yrs.) who are market
gardeners and only the second generation living
on family property at Light Pass.
Mrs. J. (about 25 yrs.) who came from Angaston,
and married Mr. J. a couple of years ago. He is
anxious to sell the family property which he is
working at the present and go into truck-driving.

QUESTIONS ASKED:
(expanded or modified according
to each interview.)
1.

Did the German Lutheran pioneering farmers
have a special 1 feel i ng 1 for the soil?

2.

Was this 'feeling' related in any way to
their religion?

3.

Was ownership of land important for a reason
or reasons other than religious?

4.

Are families still handing on family properties
to their children?

5.

If so, is it for the original reasons?

6.

If not, why not?

7.

Are religious beliefs relating to the soil
s t i l l held?
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8.

If not, why not?

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION.
Point (a) Whether or not this belief was in fact
held by German Lutheran pioneering farmers.
This belief was held by some of the pioneering
farmers in Light Pass. Only three people interviewed
were able to confidently speak of this belief and
two were living on the original property of their
forbears.
Mr. B. (80+) said:
As I see it, they (the pioneers) accepted their
arrival here as Divine Providence - they were
led here- and their land was taken up at the
hands of Divine Providence for themselves.
The general practice is that the land here
gets handed on from father to son.
Mr. S. (45) said:
They believed that the land was given to them
by God and it was important to keep it in the
family.
Mr. Colin Thiele, who lived on family property in
the Valley until he went away to school said :

good gifts flow. This knowledge was deeply and
unquestioningly instilled in them.
Pastor Fischer indicated that he had beard about
this belief since he had been Pastor at Immanuel
Church, Light Pass.
This re 1 i g i ous ideo 1ogy imp 1 i es, 1 ike a 11 ideo 1og i es,
an 'in' group and an 'out' group. The 'in' group
secure in their status, and the 'out' group generally less esteemed in the community.
The German farmer who ran his farm in an ordered and
efficient manner thought of himself, through the
teaching of his church, as a good steward of that
which had been given him through Divine Providence.
To own land and to farm it well gave him status in
the sight of God and of his fellow men. Any person
not exhibiting signs of good stewardship, that is,
an inefficient farmer, in the terms of this ideology
was 'out', and considered to be of lower status.
Colin Thiele suggested that through their zeal and
desire to be good stewards the German pioneers (ironically enough)l:
overtilled the soil through ignorance of
Australian conditions compared with those of
Silesia where they came from.
Roger Smith2 comments:

Yes, there was a spiritual bond with the soil,
linked with their religion. Their land was a
gift from God and it was from the soil that

"Today's farmers reduce tillage operations to a
minimum. It has been realised that continual
1.

My Parenthesis.

2.

Lecturer in Geography, A.C.A.E.
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cultivation has two effects on soil structure (i.e.
the minute separate particles of sand, silt, clay
and organic matter which are put together to form
soil crumbs or aggregates). The loss of structure
is due to decreasing amounts of organic matter and
to the repeated maceration of the soil. When soils
lose their structure they become more dense and in
the case of some soils (e.g. clay learns) sticky
when wet, so that the draught of farm implements
increases. The most obvious signs of soils with
poor structural development would be erosion because
of increased run-off and the action of wind and
heavier draught. However, the lower water-holding
capacity and the unsatisfactory aeration of such
soils would result in declining yields. The organic
matter of the soil is important in maintaining
structure and also as a reserve of plant nutrients.
Their depletion either because of excessive tillage
or continuous cropping would be manifest in
reduced crop yields which may be followed by loss
through erosion of the soil itself.••

generation than what we are to know if that feeling
is so.
Mrs. J.
had no idea what her husband's people had
believed about the soil. She had never heard any
mentioned of it, except that she was sure it was
taken for granted by her husband's parents that he
would stay on the land.
Mr. N. no longer 1 ived on family property.
He felt that there might have been something
religious about the way his mother's people felt
about the land but he couldn't be sure.
Mr. S. (80+), who moved off the land in 1903 could
not remember what, if anything, his people believed
about their land.

The other interviewees fall into two categories.
Those who were still on the land, and those who
had for some reason or another moved off.
Mr. & Mrs. H. (45) were only the second
gernation on their property, and there was a
vagueness about what their forbears believed.
Mrs. H. said:
I've never heard anyone speak of the land
in a special way/ what people were brought
up with, that's what they used to stay with,
and this is possible where the strong feeling
developed. You'd have to speak to an older
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Point (b) Whether or not Land Ownership was
important for reasons other than religious.
From the responses to questions in this area it
can be deduced that economic security was importan t to the German pioneers. Those people intervi ewed who were on the land saw farming for their
forbears as an economically viable occupation.
Mr. S. ( 80+) said:
The man on the land is always better off. He's
got his own property and a far more secure
living. He can run a few fowls and grow a
few vegetables even if he's had a bad year.
A labourer can't do that. I think I would
have been better off if my father had kept
me at home to help farm the property.
Mr. S 1 s comments were a little difficult to
reconcile with the fact that in 1903 he had to
leave his family property because the small
holding would not support the eldest sons.
Nevertheless, one can assume from the above
evidence that Mr. S. still has the image that
farming is a secure and economically viable
occupation.
One could also argue that from Mr. S.'s
res ponse he still sees labourers, that is,
non land owners and non land workers, as
be ing members of the 'out' group. Even if
it has been a bad year, a farmer can still
exhibit signs of good stewardship by growing
vegetables and running fowls. A labourer
without land is not in a position to show how

good a steward he is because he has not the basic
commodity, soil, which is necessary for stewardship
to be truly exhibited. This attitude may account
for Mr. S.'s feeling that he would have been better
off if he had been able to stay on the land in
1903.
Mr. C. Thiele claimed:
The acquisition of land or land ownership was
important to the German pioneers in South
Australia. In all European countries the
ownership of land gave status ...
If, for economic reasons a German-descent
farmer was forced to sell land (particularly
before the second world war), it was a drop
in status - a traumatic experience to lose their
farm.

Point (c) Whether or not this belief is still held
by any German-descent farmers.
This question evoked two out of ten positive
responses - the two positive responses coming
from the interviewees still living on original
family property. There was an interesting variety
of negative responses from the other eight
interviewees.
Mr. B. ( 80+) claimed:
I myself know the history fairly well,
and I am convinced that the original
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feeling still exists, that because the land
is a trust from God you hand it on to your
children. I feel that by Divine Right I ' ve
got the land, as the original migrants
believed, and it is mine to hand over to my
descendants.
Here again is evidence of the notion of stewardship
related to this ideology. Good stewardship
involves an efficient nurturing of the soil and
the eventual handing over to the next of kin to
carry on the task of stewardship. There is an
observable contrast between the sense of worth in
producing family needs through one's own labour
and the selling of one's labour in order to purchase
family needs.
and Mr.S.(45):
I believe what my forbears believed/ you either
have it or you haven't/ the land was given by
God and it is important to keep it in the
family.
A sermon preached at the Centenary of the arrival
of Carl and Caroline Schiller at Light Pass
demonstrates the notion that the Barossa was seen
as the 'Promised Land' and that farming was the
'right' kind of livelihood to provide for the
needs of a family.
Here are some excerpts:
'When this intrepid pioneer came out from
Germany in the hope of finding a home and
a living for himself and his family in this

primitive settlement, he could little have
imagined the great expansion which lay ahead for
the district in general o r for his family in
particular .
We are reminded here of Abraham, called by God
from the land of his fathers, the land, the
Promised Land, which God was to show him.
This, too, represented a great testing of his
faith.
His faith was sustained by the promises of God,
which was ultimately to be fulfilled through the
coming of Christ. Like Jeremiah, Abraham
experienced "It is not in a man to direct his
steps". He simply trusted in God who had promised
him that in him and in his seed all the nations of
the earth should be blessed; that his seed should
be as numerous as the stars of the sky and the
sands of the shores. The Schiller family, too,
was destined to increase greatly in numbers and
to be a blessing to the land .... God's blessing
on the original family was not lost, was not in
vain; through it the descendants in their turn
were able to be a blessing to the land."1
Mr. Thiele added:
anyone born after World War 2 would probably not
have a close affinity with the soil. The close
family life which was Bible reading at night
1.

The History of the Schiller Family- 105
Years in Australia

1855 - 1960.
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under lamplight, which was turning pages with
soil-worn fingers, which was making your own
equipment, disappeared by World War 2.
From my research, eight out of the ten respondents indicated that there was no longer a close
affinity with the soil but with money.
Pastor Fischer, a relative newcomer to the
Valley said:
I am sure this belief is held by some of the
older people. From the reply given by Mr. S.
(45) it is clear that at least one younger
person retains this ideology.
Mrs. N. (35)answered this question in terms of
environmental inevitability. When she had
been living on her father-in-law's property she
felt closer to God than she did now. It is
interesting to note that her father-in-law sold
his farm when both his son and Mrs. N. were
anxious to work the land. It must be stated
here though that Mrs. N. saw the family property
as a healthy environment for their children
rather than a carrying on of the stewardship
of her husband's forbears. But, it can be argued
that she saw more worth and felt a closer relationship with God in the family supplying the needs
of the family than she did in depending on the
sale of her husband's labour as a garage
proprietor.

he did not think that working on the land enabled
him to be closer to God.
It's just the way you're brought up.
If you live in the city you're inclined
to like the city and if you live in the
country you like the country. It's what
you get used to.
Mrs. S. (80+) - off the land for the last 64
years was unable to answer this question. In
those 64 years he must have had to justify himself
in his own religious terms other than the old
ideology, and had evidently never thought of this
question beyond wishing he had not had to leave
the family property.
Mrs. J.
did not ask her this question because
of her answer to question 1, indicating that the
whole matter was foreign to outsiders such as
herself and rebelled against by at least one son
of the land who saw greater worth in selling his
labour than in producing his family needs himself.
The evidence points to this belief being tied to
ownership of the original property.

Mr. H. (45) also answered this question in terms
of environmental inevitability rather than
religious compulsion- although unlike Mrs. N.
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Point (d) Whether or not there is any
evidence that accompanying this belief,
family properties are still being handed on:
This question could only be answered by three of
the ten, one of whom, Mr. H. held no belief
whatsoever for religious implications in land
ownership.
Mr. B. (80+): whose sons will inherit the family
property said:
Yes, this practice is to be found amongst those
people who can trace their ancestors back to
the initial migration of the Germans to the
Va 11 ey.
Mr. S. (45):
Yes, my eldest son is to inherit the property.
I 1 m sure he feels the same way. as I do about
the property.
Mrs. J. whose husband has the family property
up for sale because he had no desire to stay
on the land gave an example of the trend towards
what I have heard called 'upward mobility' when
she said:
If we stayed here all our lives we couldn't
expect Steven (their son) to stay. He might
want to go and be a doctor or something.

their property.
claimed:

She said, in fact, that he

If you want me to be a bum, I 1 11 stay on
the land.
He saw no future, either economically or socially
in being a farmer, and his parents had accepted
this attitude in practice but not in theory. We
can see here a shift in the concept of where true
stewardship 1 ies. The work of one's hands in
whatever walk of life is increasingly seen by
Lutheran Pastors and congregations in the Valley
as the opportunity for such stewardship. The
preacher at the Schiller centenary service makes
this clear:
Let us find comfort and inspiration in
the words of the Psalmist: "Because thou
has been my help, therefore in the shadow
of thy wings will I rejoice." Then let
us go forward as a family to recognise and
fulfil our duties in all the various aspects
of life to which we are called, that we may
be instruments of God's blessing in church,
State and school.'.,
11

1. ibid.

This trend was echoed by Mrs. H., who indicated
that her son had no desire at this stage to inherit
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Point (e) Whether or not properties are passing
out of the family and if so, why.
This was the most productive area to question.
All interviewees indicated that economic pressures
were making life difficult for farmers and forcing
many of them off their properties. On the one
hand these economic pressures are seen to be the
result of escalated prices and government pol icy
Mr. B. ( 80+) :
It is an economic position as a result of
politics that young people can't afford to
stay on the land. By and large they can't
even build a 'bl inkin' house for themselves
anymore because the prices have just escalated.
Mr. B. apparently, has only, as many disillusioned
elderly people will do, seen government pol icy
working towards this disintegration, and has failed
to recognise the steady encroachment of the
capitalist ideology within his own community. This
encroaching capitalist ideology has been recognised
by most of the younger generation, as witnessed
Mr. N. (35) who knows that to be competitive in
the modern economy, farms must be mechanised and
holdings must be increased in size to warrant
capital expenditure on the necessary machinery.
He is aware that the old ideology requiring a
good steward of God's gifts to supply his
family needs from his own land through his own
labour is beyond the financial capability of the
non-capitalized, restricted acreages which were

sufficient in the days of the pioneers.
Mr. N. ( 35) :
Well, the farmer with the small holding
hasn't got the money to buy up property
to enlarge his own holding. You can't
make a living with a small property
nowadays, People are going off the land
now for economic reasons. Returns are
not enough to support a family.
(Mrs. N. indicated that because her father-inlaw had probably run his farm at an increasing
loss, he decided to sell out).
Mrs. J. (25) said:
Times are hard on the land.
Mr. H. (45) put it this way:
People are moving off the land mainly
because of the work and time that is
necessary for such little returns.
Mr . S . ( 80+) :
The situation is hopeless nowadays.
You just can't afford to buy extra
land to make your farming profitable.
Only those big multi-national wineries
have the money to buy up land, and
they shouldn't be allowed to- they're
killing the Valley. They can afford
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to pay such huge amounts of money for property
and no-one can compete against them.
Mr. S. it can be argued, saw the Multi-nationals as
a threat to the concept of community supported by
the beliefs and the traditions of the German
pioneers and their descendants, described by Mr. S.
as 'The Valley' and the dispersion of the population
concurring with a shift in ideology.
Mrs. S. (45) said:
People are being forced off their traditional
properties for economic reasons. You can't
blame them when they have families to support.
On the other hand, the encroachment of capitalism has offered highly attractive opportunities
to local inhabitants for the achievement of
material well-being in less demanding, stable
occupations.
Pastor Fischer indicated that although his church
at Light Pass could still be called a rural parish,
only 33% of his congregation was on the land. He
said that children of land-owners who were also
church members were, generally speaking, going into
labouring jobs.
The economic pressures and government policy affecting this community are compelling the young to join
what had hitherto been considered the 'out• group
of the ideology under discussion, placing that 'out•
group in the position of fast becoming the majority,
to the discomfiture of the minority 1 in 1 group.

Mr. B . ( 80+) put i t this way:
The effect of young people going elsewhere
to work snowballs - it's inevitable, because
we can never reach the standard of wages
that those fellows get now- even young
people! We make a comfortable living and
everything we've got is our own, but we
approach nowhere near the average wage,
which is $150 per week. (1976) We work a
darn sight harder than a lot of these people
who make $150 per week.
The capitalist ideology with its inbuilt
competitive implications does not countenance 'a comfortable living' but emphasises
a profit motive which today can only be
fulfilled on large mechanised holdings.
Success today is measured, not in faithful
subsistence co-operation, but in productivity
measured by a comparison between input of
capital and labour and output of surplus.
Mr. H. (45):
Well, have a look at the money that people
are getting in a wage job today. One chap
we know who works in the cement works up
here clears over $200 a week for an average
of a 51 hour week and NO capital outlay. This
sort of thing isn't encouraging people to stay
on the land ... Young people think that it is
much better to work for someone else rather
than owning property - they have more time to
themselves and more money.
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Money has become the status symbol and not the
land. Not only is the 'out' group by now the
majority but they are also commanding, more and
more, the status and the power within the
congregation, hitherto the heritage of the old
'in' group.
Two of the interviewees expressed the opinion
that present day education changed young people's
attitude toward farming.
Mr . B • ( 80+) sa i d

Nuriootpa High School used to have a
large agricultural class.
We had to plant vineyards and orchards
and give the students practice, but I
doubt now if they have enough students
interested in doing agriculture/ well
simply because of the education system
today. That's my opinion.
and Mr. H. (45):
Modern teaching, I think is having a
terrific influence. They tell them
there's no future on the land. Look at
my boy's attitude. He got that at school.
This was such an interesting sidelight that
I feel that the significance of education could
well have been included in my set of questions.
These two men, unprompted, drew my attention to
the dynamic development of education which must
be seen in post war years as accelerated by
economic pressure and government policies.

Point (f) Whether or not there is a sense of
failure or loss of status when family
land passes out of the family.
This was not a very productive question for gaining
direct answers. Nevertheless, I suspect that all
the respondents who, for some reason or another
moved off family land, or were about to move off
the land, had, in varying degrees, feelings of loss
or failure. Their feelings, of course, may stem
from family recriminations or resentment and not
necessarily from a sense of personal loss or failure.
Mrs. J. (25) said
I guess we're being ·traitors really- but we
can't help it.
don't see why we should
stay here if we're not happy.

The use of the word 'traitors' indicates that the
old loyalties to the land and hence to God are still
a force to be reckoned with, if only in religious
contexts. I think it is legitimate to infer a
sense of guilt in this young woman despite overt
protestation of more positive ambitions for her
husband and _s on.
Mrs. N. (35) expressed her particular sense of
loss in this way:
Even though my husband has a motor garage,
I know he would like to go back on the land.
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Mr. Thiele observed that amongst German-descent
farmers of his generation there would be a
traumatic feeling about having to sell family
land.
Those interviewees who are still on the land tended
to excuse those who through economic necessity were
selling their properties.
~\r.

B. (80+) said:
Because of the state of the economy, they can't
stay on the land, because they can't get a start
on it.

Mr. H. (45):
The way the government has generally approached
the man on the land they're not encouraging us
to work hard and save hard because if their
children inherit the property, it is evaluated
to such an extent and the death duties are so
high that the children can't afford to keep it
going.
You can't blame people with families wanting
jobs with less worry and more money.
Mr. S. (45):
You can't blame men with families for selling
up. It's a terrible thing, but they've got
to think of their families and if they can't
make a 1 iving off the land then they've just
got to sell up and find a job that pays more.

Point (g)

Whether of not there is any evidence
that religious beliefs relating to
the soil have changed or are changing.

This proved to be a difficult question to get direct
answers and it was necessary to expand and/ or
modify it.
For example, I asked all interviewees whether or not they thought the Harvest
Thanksgiving (the argument being that Harvest
Thanksgiving was the explicit symbol of religious
stewardship) still meant the same to the majority
of people in their church congregation. The
responses arising from this -question and related
questions were quite diverse, but were such that
it can be argued that religious beliefs relating
to the soil have changed or are changing. Two of
the respondents claimed that people, especially the
young, who move off the land no longer depend on
God who supplies or withholds their needs.
As Mr. B. (80+) put it:
Many young people today don't give a tuppenny
ticket whether it rains, shines and so on.
They are not as dependent on these things as
we are. For the farmer there is always
uncertainty.
Mrs. N. (35) who moved off her husband's family
property at least ten years ago said:
Everyone wants more money nowadays - everything's
money; then they don't need anything, including
their faith. Those who sell their vineyards and
more into the towns, do you think they will ask
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God for rain? Of course not because they will
no longer need it. When we were on the land
I was more conscious of depending on God.
She sees the capitalist system replacing God
as the provider of wealth.
Mr. H. (45)argued that in this day of mechanised
farming, the farmer was not nearly so dependent
on the benevolence of God.
you can get your work done in far less time you're not so worried about the good weather
not lasting out for so long, and you're not so
dependent on rain because you've got your bores
and irrigation systems.
There are not so many people in this congregation
now engaged in primary production. People in jobs
other than farming would find it difficult to meaningfully offer symbols of another man's occupation,
and thus the Harvest Thanksgiving would not be as
significant for these people.
Mr. S. (45) expressed it this way:
Harvest Thanksgiving is not like it used
to be. People don't seem to understand about
the offering of the first fruits of the harvest
to God anymore.
For Mr. B. (80+): movement away from the soil and
its religious connotations led to what could be
an economic decline in the church.:

Years ago we had no difficulty in reaching
our budget. Can we read into this that
because there are fewer people on the land,
still contributing within their meansthese people who are not working on the land
have not filled the gap of those who used to
be on the land. See, they haven't compensated
for the loss of people who have left the land
.... Perhaps people earning livings from
vocations other than the land are not contributing as much as they could.
Even this survivor of the diminishing 'in' group
is obliged to make one concession to the encroachment of capitalism in the district in accepting,
albeit unwillingly, the fact that the church is
compelled by modern economy to incur debts, a thing
unheard of in the original Lutheran practice.
Mr. Thiele claimed that the translation of Lutheran
services and festivals from German to English
(around 1940) changed the spirit of these services
and the beliefs they embodied:
German can do things in sound that English
can't, especially in religion. It is both
a linguistic and social thing. Your expectations of religious ceremonies grow out of
sound and sight and smell. This is ingrained
from early boyhood or girlhood.
The very demands for the labour and time saving
devices necessary in contemporary life, regarded
with regret by Mr. B. (80+), are exactly what the
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parish feels obliged to provide for their own
church and manse buildings. Furthermore, despite
the fact that the clergy are willing to condone
'out' group employment as acceptable stewardship,
Mr. B's resentment of an inadequate church
contribution from this 'out' group indicates to
me that their acceptance as Lutheran stewards of
their livelihood does not carry with it
obligation inherent in land stewardship.
God is readily associated with the land - less
convincingly associated with capitalist inspired
employment, and offerings from the majority 'out'
group can only be measured in money, hence the
'in' group survivors have been unaware of the steady
encroachment of capitalistic values and practices
within their own church.

CONCLUSION
The belief that the soil was the German pioneering
farmer's by Divine Providence and that it was to
be passed on to his succeeding generations was part
of the folk tradition and ideology of the German
farmer. If the German community was to survive
the early days in the Barossa it was necessary for
this ideology to be re-inforced in South Australia
by the Lutheran Church. In my research only two
out of the three respondents working on the land
rigidly adhere to the religious ideology, and in
fact they were the only two respondents who were
1 iving on original family property.
One can see here, evidence of Max Weber's theory
that religion legitimates worldly activity. The
fortunate (and the German pioneers considered
themselves so) wanted to be convinced that they
'deserved' it. They wished to be allowed the
belief that their good fortune was 'legitimate'
fortune.
In short, Weber claimed that religion
provides the theodicy of good fortune for those
who are fortunate.
The Australian economy, 1 ike that of all capitalistic countries, is characterised by the profit
motive, and the means of production is in the
hands of a powerful, wealthy few.
It can be observed that with an increase in the
capitalistic mode of farming the holdings of many
of the Lutheran German-descent farmers were and
are too smal 1. The machines necessary for this
mode of farming are so expensive that it is
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necessary to have larger holdings to farm to pay
for the equipment. But because many farmers
have over-capitalised, their machinery is often
not paid for and neither have they the money to
buy extra land which is exorbitantly costly.
Large multi-nationals, owned by powerful shareholders step in and buy what the local man cannot
afford -additional land.
I was curious to know what role, if any, the
Lutheran church was playing in this changing
situation in the Valley.
If Weber's theory was
valid then there could be evidence that the church
was legitimating a change in worldly activity and
hence a different ideology. I interviewed a Pastor
in a large town in the Barossa where the majority
of inhabitants were not on the land but working in
all urban categories of employment from labouring
to professions.
He claimed:
The Lutheran Church has always believed and
taught that every honest job for material
gain is to be thought of as God-given.
Without pressing this one piece of evidence too
far, I have a hunch that with an increase in the
number of German-descent farmers moving off the
land, the Lutheran church is beginning to reflect
the psychological need of individuals to obtain
some justification of one's calling by legitimating
his move, indicating as my one interview demonstrates
that all honest work for material gain can be thought
of as God-given.
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The Medieval Belief Of Land Stewardship
In very broad terms, the concept of all land
belonging ultimately to God, was a fairly
generally accepted feature of Western European
society in the mediaeval period. In various
regions and at different periods it was used to
justify the hierarchic structure of society and
the roles which members of that society had been
given. It was closely associated with the general
concepts of feudal ism which developed and was
1 inked clearly with the development of the theory
of the divine right of kings. The nobility used
it to justify their privileged social and economic
position and the emerging national monarchies
argued in favour of their own close relationship to
God to justify the growth of their power at the
expense of the nobility. The concept of being God 1 s
steward clearly gave one greater claim over the land
and the wealth which was to be obtained from it.
At the bottom of the social hierarchy the peasantry
also saw itself as having close and firm 1 inks with
God. Since the majority of peasants were not owners
of land, other elements, apart from the straight
economic, were often introduced to explain and
justify their roles. The role of the steward was
encouraged by the church since it further developed
the peasants• faith and their dependence on God, and
on religion and the church. It is arguable that the
Reformation accelerated the development of this
concept since the Protestant reformers often sought
ways of strengthening the 1 inks between believers
and God. With this background, therefore, it is
clear why the German farmers in the Barossa held the
attitude to their land that they did.
R. Nicol, Lecturer
in Medieval History,
Adelaide C.A.E.
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METHOD
APPENDIX E
Initial enqu1r1es indicated that the Light Pass
area had been a centre of witchcraft beliefs and
was sti 11 a predominantly rural parish so I
approached the Lutheran Pastor of the Light Pass
Immanuel Church for help. He suggested the names
of some of his parishioners who may be able to
help. As a result a total of twenty persons were
interviewed but this represented fifteen households.
Their ages ranged from one in the early twenties
through to seven who were aged about eighty or
over.

"The Practice of Magic and Witchcraft among
the German Lutherans in the
Barossa Valley''
by Raelene Potticary

Written as a part requirement for the
Sociology of Religion Course at the
Adelaide College of Advanced Education,
1976.

In talking with these people I explained that I was
interested in the social aspects of the old
practices of magic and witchcraft among the German
people in the Barossa Valley and asked if they
could remember any stories of its happening that
would help me to understand what sort of situations
it occurred in. Further questions followed if
appropriate or needed to elucidate points not
already clear from the information e.g. to
find whether the person believed to have the power
of witchcraft was of Wendish descent, to find if
many people were believed to have the power or to
use it and to find out where the knowledge or
power came from i.e. if it was inherited, inherent
or learned.
Of those interviewed two people had no knowledge
at all of the practices. Seven people could remember
it being talked about years ago but could not
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remember any specific stories, or were reluctant
to talk about them if they could remember, and eleven
people were able to give helpful information and some
specific cases.
I felt that some of the people interviewed were
reluctant to reveal information that they may have
had and two reasons for this seem possible. One is
that because the survey was concentrated mainly on
one area information given may be able to be traced
back to them and cause ill-feeling with neighbours
and secondly they were not happy about implicating
themselves or their family in any association with
these practices.

landowners, and there were strong family ties which
held the family to one area. Travel was slow.
There was strong competition between the farmers.
One respondant said that for a German to make a
mess of farming was a shameful thing. He had a
great pride in telling another farmer what he has
produced.
However initial information and interviews seemed
to indicate that within the group was a smaller
group to which witchcraft was confined. These were
the Wends. Within the larger group they also, in
the early days of settlement, were a small confined
group with clear boundaries. In Germany they had
been in this position for centuries.

STRUCTURE OF THE SOCIETY.
Following N. Douglas•s description of a society
where belief in witchcraft is 1 ikely to be
prevalent I expected to find that the situation
would be one of small enclosed groups where the
boundaries of the group are clear. Movement in and
out of the groups would be restricted, interaction
within the group unavoidably close and the roles
undefined or impossible to perform.
This was so in the German settlements in the
Barossa Valley, and probably elsewhere in
Australia. The boundaries of the group were
clearly defined by their use of the German language,
their membership of the Lutheran Church and to a
lesser extent by their customary dress and food
especially in the early days. The group was
further strengthened by the attendance of their
children at parish schools. Movement in and out
of the group was restricted because most were

Lusatia, the home of the Wends, is in South Eastern
Germany.
The Germans, as they spread eastward in
the 12th and 13th centuries, encircled the different
tribes. Bitter struggles resulted in many deaths
and many being sold into slavery. The others were
treated as serfs and the Germans were landed gentry.
They were converted to Christianity in the 13th
century and most became Lutherans at the reformation.
They retained their own language and remained a
distinct group of people. In 1848 peasant uprisings
brought an end to the feudal system but their hopes
of a new freedom were dashed. The landlords would
grant freedom from serfdom only if they bought the
land they hoped to till. Unemployment and famine
followed. Interest in migration mounted and news
from German settlers already in Australia drew
attention here.
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'In the final analysis it was ... personal
freedom and the thought of owning their
own land that attracted them most. 1 1
Soon there was a large migration movement,
particularly of poor and larger fami 1 ies. In 1851
a group of seventy Wends established a block
settlement at Ebenezer and there were also clusters
at Neukirch, Dutton, St. Kitts and Peters Hill.
They were helped and accepted by the Germans who
had come out earlier, they shared the same faith
with them and intermarriage took place so that
within two generations they had become one people.
'We find in them a strong streak of mysticism, a
characteristic of the Slavic races. The spirit
world was very real to them. 1 2
So initially the Wends, in the Ebenezer, St. Kitts
area, formed a small enclosed group, speaking their
own language. The pictures gained from the article
'The Coming of the Wends' is of a strong, freedom
loving people, who were for many years suppressed
and now had the opportunity to own their own land.
They were already known for their 'streak of mysticism'. They had always kept themselves as a race
apart from the Germans and those settling in
Ebenezer, we were told by one respondant, would
1.

"The Coming of the Wends"
From the
Yearbook of the Lutheran Church of
Australia. 1976 p.31

2.

Ibid p.SS

have 1 iked to have had a Wendish Pastor, but accepted
a German one. Another person said that they wanted
to form their own community and in the beginning had
kept mainly to themselves.
This situation seems to fit the situation which was
seen as one where witchcraft is 1 ikely to be
prevalent. Three people said it was mainly the
Wends who were believed to practice witchcraft in
the Barossa Valley.
However three others denied
that this was the case. One of these said that
the German people who came from the same area
of Germany as the Wends were already affected
before coming. It was from these people
already in Australia that the Wends received
news about the country and decided to emigrate
here with other Lutherans.
As the Germans and Wends had become one people
within two generations, through intermarriage,
sharing the same church and their children attending
the same schools, it is not possible to judge from
my interviews whether those thought to have practised
witchcraft were of Wendish descent or not but it
seems probable that if they once had been the ones
to use it, there had been a sharing of the knowledge
with neighbouring Germans either in Australia or in
their home country, and possibly both.
Another respondant said that in about 1842 some
Silesians arrived and some of these had the Sixth
and Seventh Book of Moses. As the emigration of
the Wends took place mainly after 1849 and those

313

of the Ebenezer area didn't settle there until
1851 it seems that the practice of witchcraft
preceded them to Australia.
The Sixth and Seventh Books of Moses are books
which contained the knowledge of witchcraft.
The existence of these books was mentioned by all
but two of the people interviewed, although most
did not know very much about them- apart from the
fact that they were said to exist. One person said
that one had been found in his family home and was
in the hands of another member of the family for
safe-keeping. Another of those interviewed had
one in his possession. He said of the book while
glancing through it :
'They used it for healing, there's a cure
for everything'
'This was used because its magic ...... .
is the art of spirits, invoking
spirits'
'They used a lot of herbs too, all manner
of herbs ... all manner of recipes there
means to catch fish and birds in the hands
and all that'
The respondant said that it was not a Wendian Book
it was German and was an American edition. He said
it was not easy to translate because of the broad
meaning of the terms used in it.

One respondant said of it
1

In Germany the Five books of the Old Testament
were known as the Five Books of Moses. There
was a Sixth and Seventh Book of Moses which was
the one on witchcraft, containing spells, etc.'

The knowledge that magic and witchcraft were
practised and the belief in its potent force seem
to have been wide spread among the German Lutherans
particularly in the Lig~Pass parish. However the
number of people who actually knew how to use it
was considered to be small. We spoke to one
person who had used it himself but he had gained
his knowledge from a lady who 1 ived in another area
and was known to have a knowledge of these things.
One respondant said:
'those books were in the hands of certain
families, it was not widespread
it was a
cult they carried out in secret ... they were
only isolated families. 1
Another said:
'actually it was only one person- not neighbour
against neighbour but only one person that everyone had a knowledge of. They felt a bit wary of
this one person'
Another:
1

These books were believed by some to be a part of
the Bible.

I think it was a few people that used to practise
it, but I think so many used to be afraid of it'.

The title of the book was 'Sixth and Seventh Book
of Moses, Magic Sympathetic, Moses, Magic Spirit
Master, Mystery of Mysteries.'
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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE BELIEFS
The general characteristics of the beliefs M.
Douglas saw as being that the evil practice was
not an ordinary practice, but on a Cosmic scale.
The witch was of a perverted nature or in alliance
with the evil forces.
The power in the cases that were reported to us
was believed to have come from the devi 1. This is
shown by comments made by several of the respondants. One spoke of a person who could be 'ful 1 of
the devil spirit'. Another that his father had
said 'Oh that's a kind of demonic'.
Another
'You don't 1 ike to believe in witchcraft but
at the same time strange things happen and
you don't like to deny it.
The bible has it in it.'
'We as Christians or religious people say it
was just the work of the dev i 1 ... it was
just devilishness that they used to do'
Of course these are not the opinions of thos~ who
actually practised the witchcraft. As the knowledge
of these practices came from 'Moses, the Great
Spirit Master' they may not have been considered to
obtain their power from an evil source. A knowledge
of the Sixth and Seventh Books of Moses would be
needed to know where they considered the power to
come from and also their own opinions on the subject.
However the Book did contain a conversation with
the Devil and one section dealt with the 'art of

the spirits, Geister, evil spirits ... and invoking
Biblical passages too.'
THE MOTIVES OF WITCHCRAFT.
Witches are seen as envious, grudging, and spiteful
as wel 1 as having access to dangerous power, and
misfortunes are seen as coming from other human
beings rather than from the causes of nature in
Mary Douglas's typology.
That witchcraft is a result of envy or spite is an
opinion expressed by several, and different cases
told to us show this clearly. One of these cases
was :(not in the Barossa Valley, and not
the exact words of the respondant)
'An eighty-seven year old woman, a Lutheran but
perhaps not a practising Lutheran, placed a curse
on a neighbour during which the hens almost ceased
laying and milk ran from the cows. These events
were unexplainable by ordinary means. The curse
lasted for three months until the woman died and
things returned to normal. The curse resulted
from a long feeling of hostility because the
woman's husband or son had been killed by lightning
while climbing through a wire fence as he was
returning from working for the neighbour. She felt
he should have been sent home earlier. The actual
curse was triggered off by some slight or insult
by the neighbour.'
Another case, also not in the Barossa Valley,
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'A woman last year claimed that with the death of
her mother-in-law the hex on her was broken. After
the death of her husband, the husband's family
wanted the farm and she did not want to give it up.
She 1 ived with other members of the family. Nothing
would go right for her in the home, her cakes
wouldn't rise, the cows would not give milk and the
hens would not lay properly.
She knew that her
husband's family had a history of hexing. Immediately
the mother-in-law died things improved. 1
Another example :
'It was devilishness that they used to do- I
mean spiteful things to spite their neighbours.
Quite a few cattle were dead one night in somebody's
paddock- but I can't remember what they did to do
it. They only did a small thing and the cattle
died- so as I said it was mostly spiteful ...
The stories my mother used to say were always of
horses and cows and things like that. They used
to do it to spite each other.'
Another told about a woman who had a row with her
husband one morning:
'He was ploughing. She went to town with a few
vegies, whatever she was selling. He stood at the
plough with both hands on the plough handle and he
was still there when she came home at night
She must have been able to use some powers .
... Her husband stood there all day until she came
home at night'.

Another respondant said:
'Well, for instance, one man went past a farm house
and they had a beautiful boar and he asked if he
could buy it and the man said 'No, its not for sale'
and when he told his friends they said 'Oh, you
should have sold it to him because it will be dead
in the morning and you would at least have had
And sure enough, it was dead.
And
some money. 1
the same thing happened with a horse. Not in the
same place but in the same district. This was
years and years ago. I don't even remember it
happening but I know the people it happened to.
Arthritis was suspected as being the result of
evil magic and we were told that an old expression
for siatica is 'witch's shot!
Magic was also used to counter-act witchcraft, as
in the case of one man who had some fine pigs
ready to go to market. Suddenly they went in the
back. Nothing could be done to help them and they
couldn't find out why it had happened so witchcraft
was suspected, on the part of a neighbour. They
went to a lady in another district who was known
to have knowledge about these things.
She gave
them instructions to take the heart from a pig and
stick pins in it then roast the heart over a fire.
The pigs did die but the same trouble did not recur
later and this was taken as proof that the magic
probably had been effective.
Another respondant said:
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A lot of people used to wear red ribbons
around their necks so that they couldn 1 t
be bewitched by the next person. Or wear
their clothing inside out ... whether this
had any effect or not I don•t know, but
t hey said it did. You wear your socks
inside out for the day and so nobody
can touch you and put this red ribbon
around your neck and nobody can touch
you 1 •
1

Magic was also practised to help in everyday 1 ife.
For example one day a lady 1 s shed was on fire.
She said some words and the fire went out suddenly.
Th e Sixth and Seventh Books of Moses was said to
have a cure for everything in it by the respondant
who had one in his possession.

Two cases of forecasting the weather were reported.
One case happened in the respondant•s family and
was done by using an onion. It was pulled on a
special day, cut in half and layers peeled off,
one for each month.
These were filled with salt
and the forecast made by the amount of moisture
which formed. This was done at about Christmas
or New Year.
In the other case the woman whose husband had
stood still at the plough all day, and her family,
including a grandson in the present time, were
known for their ability to predict the weather.
The respondant said:
1

Another respondant told of an incident that happened
to her Grandmother. While she was making butter a
visitor said
1

11

0h you 1 re going to a lot of trouble
making that butter and just to get a few
pounds of butter out of that cream".
She said, "What you want to do is go
to so-and-so•s paddock and get a stone
and mix it in the cream and you 1 ll get
twice as much butter".
And this really
happened. They did do it 1 •

Whe n asked if it was a special stone
1

Well I think it had to be out of the next
man 1 s paddock - or someone that was
frightened of witchcraft•.
Again, •somebody else said "Why keep a cow? I get all
the milk I want out of a sickle handle".

When Christmas, New Year is over we 1 d say to
her "Well, mother, what sort of weather are
we going to have this yea r? 11 , and she wou 1d
tell you if it was going to be a dry year
or a wet year or how long before there was
any decent rain. 1

When asked if she was right he replied:
Yes, yes. Even her grandson, I said to him
about two months ago "What•s the weather like?
Are we going to get some rain?" and he said
••we won 1 t get any before the end of Ju 1y••.
He~s right.
We haven 1 t had any either. They
watch something at Christmas Time, the twelve
days of Christmas, from Christmas to New Year
or something in the New Year. They watch the
nights and go by that!
1

WITCHCRAFT, SORCERY OR MAGIC.
Evans-Pritchard, when writing about the Azande,
made a distinction between witchcraft, magic and
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sorcery. This distinction was made by the Azande
themselves. A witch
'can injure in virtue of an inherent quality.
A witch performs no rite, utters no spell and
possesses no medicine. An act of witchcraft
is a psychic act. A person may have the power
and not know it until it is set to work on
others' .
This inherent quality is passed from father to son
and from mother to daughter.
'Sorcery is the deliberate use of evil magic to
harm others'
and magic is the use of substances, rites and spells
to gain desired ends. Magic, as already mentioned,
is used to combat the influence of witches and
sorcerers.
No such distinction was made by the people we
interviewed and so far in wording this I haven't
made such a distinction but have used magic and
witchcraft interchangeably. However using EvansPritchard's definitions in the cases reported in
the interviews most of the cases would be sorcery
and magic. All of the respondants believed that
the knowledge of this magic was contained in the
Sixth and Seventh Books of Moses and was practised
with objects or spells.
For example :
'Evil magic can be passed on with things
lent or borrowed, e.g.
If you are given
seeds to grow these seeds could have special
marks placed on them and words said over them then the curse will be passed on to you.'

Stones were placed in cream for making butter for
magical effect, a sickle handle used to produce
milk, something was believed to have been thrown
over the fence which contained the curse when
the pigs became ill.
Witchcraft was seen by the Azande as passed on
by the father to the son and by mother to daughter.
The ability or knowledge of witchcraft was
believed to be passed on by the German Lutherans
of the Barossa Valley also- as the Books of Moses
were passed on.
'There must be somebody to pass the power
onto on death.'
'Someone said to me "Don't get too friendly with
her because you know she has a curse on her and
she can't die until she can pass the curse on to
someone else" .... But we never had any trouble
wi th her. She died. 1
'They tell me in those days, that those books they
had, they would not be able to die until they got
someone that would take those books from them. 1
THE CHURCH REACTION
Not a lot was revealed about the reaction of the
church to the practices of witchcraft.
One respondant said
'There are no records of it. I 1 ve read through
the church papers ... and I haven't found anything.'
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Another respondant said that he believed that some
early arrivals had the Sixth and Seventh Books of
Moses but it seemed that a call, perhaps by Pastor
Kavel or Pastor Auricht, went out for everyone
possessing one to bring it in to be burned. He
believed that only two copies were now in existence.
LESSENING OF WITCHCRAFT PRACTICES
A change iQ the witch dominated cosmology comes
about when there is a change at the level of social
organisation.•
1

It is 1 ikely that this change in the Barossa Valley
became perceptible in the nineteen-twenties when the
railways opened up the area to wider outside
influences. As other explanations and means of dealing with disease and misfortune became available so
interest in magical practices diminished.
It is clear that it was sti 11 quite prevalent in
the early 1 ifetime of the older respondants although
the common expression was 1 If my mother or father
were alive they could have told you a lot more.•
Most of the respondants expressed belief in the
power of evil magic but only one seemed to still
fear that it may still be being used.
The case of the lady who had a curse put on her
by her mother-in-law is reported to have happened
in the last two or three years, while the case
where the woman was cursed by her neighbour
happened about twenty years ago and the ones
concerning the pigs possibly happened about
thirty years ago. One respondant said she had

heard of several people who still claim they know
witchcraft and one person, already mentioned is
still believed to be able to predict the weather.
CONCLUSION
Although it was a limited research project, I
believe that the main characteristics set out by
M. Douglas of a society in which witchcraft is
1 ikely to be prevalent, have been indicated to
apply to the situation which existed among the
German Lutherans in the Barossa Valley and other
areas also.
The groups were small and close knit with their
boundaries clearly defined by the use of the German
Language and their membership of the Lutheran
church. Within this group, in the beginning, the
Wends also formed a clear group but whether this was
significant was not clear. The evil power was
seen as a part of the cosmos. It came from the devil
and was used by the witches in cases of envy or spite
and also to gain other less harmful ends and help
them in their daily life. The phasing out of
witchcraft due to changing social patterns seems
justified, although I have not gone into the
changes which probably brought this about, e.g.
lessening of family ties, not so many being able
to stay on the land, and exposure to wider ideas
and education from other people moving into the
area and faster transport.
The difference between witches, sorcerers and magic
as it was seen by the Azande was not spoken of by
the people we talked to but by their descriptions
it seems to be sorcery or magic.
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Finally most of the cases of witchcraft involved
old women but men were believed to use it too,
especially where animals were involved.
In most of the cases animals or farm produce
was affected and through that the person. In
only two incidents reported were people affected the husband who stood at the plough all day and
in one other case where a person died of a
heart attack. She was fairly old so it was probably
a natural death - but it was thought it could have
been through the side effects of incorrectly used
magic.
It was an extremely interesting study, especially
the interviews in which we were kindly and
courteously received by the respondants.

)
·;

BIBLIOGRAPHY
DOUGLAS, MARY. 'Natural Symbols'
Barge & Rockl iff, London, 1970.
EVANS-PRITCHARD, E.E. 'Witchcraft,
Oracles & Magic Among the Azande 1
The Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1972.
FARREN, D. 'Living with Magic'
MITCHELL, G.D. 'A Dictionary of Sociology'
Routledge & Kegan Paul, London 1963.
SILLS, D.L. 1 International Encyclopedia
of Social Sciences, No.9. 'Macmillan
& Free Press, 1968.
SPENCE, L. 'Encyclopedia of Occultism•
University Books, New York, 1960.
'THE COMING OF THE WENDS' in the YEARBOOK
OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA, 1976.

320

Post

Script

The sharp increase in the availability of the
motor car in greater numbers to the general public
during the 1950's has brought with it many changes
to the Barossa Valley.
Ways of life which had
changed little for one hundred years were subject
to change in two quite different ways. The first
was regional; isolated hamlets and small towns which
had previously been the centre of the social life
of the people found increasingly their young people
going to Tanunda and Nuriootpa in their leisure
time. The second was the promotion of the Barossa
Valley as a tourist resort and a pleasant place
for a day trip from Adelaide. At the weekends in
particular, the towns of the Val ley filled with
tourists, and industries arose to cater for them.
Inevitably the face of the Val ley, particularly the
towns, began to change.
This change was enhanced by the advent of light
industry bringing new workers and housing development, which also helped to alter both the social
and religious traditions which are so much part of
the Barossa Valley.
Yet today, the foundations on which the Val ley has
been built, hard work, care of the soil and the
all pervading influence of the church, are still
very much in existence.
Even though 'Barossa Deutsch', the local German
dialect, is now practically spoken only by the
older people in the Valley, an increasing awareness

of the traditions which are in danger of being
is being shown by people of all ages.

los~

The Barossa Valley Archives and Historical Trust Inc.
has for many years fostered within the Valley an
awareness of the area's unique cultural past. While
it is true that the Barossa Valley has been the
subject of research with an aim to promoting tourist
and recreational facilities, little work has been
done to substantially increase and elucidate the
history of the area for those people living in it.
The need for such work, and its appreciation by the
community, was shown by the enthusiastic response to
the exhibition at Bethany that we mounted from 20th
to 27th February, 1977. Similarly, the expanded
exhibition in the Historical Museum of the Art Gallery
attracted a record attendance of nearly 10,000
visitors, many of whom had travelled especially from
the Barossa Valley. ·
Members of the research team have been told on many
occasions how, for the first time, house holders have
realised the architectural and historical significance
of their houses and out buildings, and would in the
future endeavour to keep them in good repair and as
near to the original as possible.
It is important that more people in the Barossa Valley
be brought to this level of awareness. Further
studies of the Barossa Valley would definitely lead
towards this goal and therefore actively help in the
preservation of this unique and most significant area
of South Australia.
lan Harmstorf
Alexandra Marsden
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