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1

INTRODUCTION

1.1

HERITAGE SURVEY

This heritage suNey of the City of Mitcham was undertaken by Taylor Weidenhofer for the City of
Mitcham and the State Heritage Branch of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources.
The objective of the suNey was to provide a description and evaluation of the heritage resources of
Mitcham for the purposes of assessment, conservation and planning.
The principle aims of this heritage survey were to:
make recommendations for the inclusion of places in the State Heritage Register, and for the
declaration of State Heritage Areas;
•

identify areas which could be declared Historic Conservation Zones, or otherwise incorporated into
local government planning;

•

provide a local heritage register (land, buildings or structures) for inclusion in the Development Plan
or for other planning purposes.

1.2

STUDY AREA

The study area incorporates the whole of the City of Mitcham, as indicated on Figure 1.1, divided into 29
suburbs.

1.3

TASKS

In order to achieve the aims of the brief and to establish the heritage value and resources of the City of
Mitcham, the following tasks were undertaken:
•

historical research to establish principal events and themes characterising the physical development
of Mitcham, and writing an overview history to provide the basis for recommendations of this report;

•

a physical inspection of the area to identify, locate and describe the places which are of heritage
value, taking into account previous assessments and the records of authorities such as the State
Heritage Branch, the National Trust (SA) and the Australian Heritage Commission.

•

make recommendations, based on the above two tasks, for the inclusion of places in the State
Heritage Register and the Register of the National Estate;

•

make recommendations for the declaration of State Heritage Areas;

•

make recommendations for the declaration of Historic ConseNation Zones;

•

identify places which are of local heritage value to be entered in a local heritage register.
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All of these tasks have been accomplished and are covered in more detail in the following sections of the
report.
1.3.1

Historical Research

Historical research was undertaken, using primary and secondary sources and local knowledge to
establish the historical and physical development of Mitcham. An overview history was written to provide
the background for recommendations of this report. This historical statement takes into account the
framework for historical assessment as described in the South Australian State Historic Preservation
Plan: Historical Guidelines (Marsden 1980), which sets out a broad thematic framework for historical
analysis.
1.3.2

Fieldwork

Once the general historical development of the area had been established, a thorough physical
inspection of the area was made. Places considered to be of architectural or historical interest were
identified, described and located on suitable maps.
A preliminary list of places was established. From this list places considered worthy of nomination for
entry in the State Heritage Register were selected. Places of local heritage value were also selected
from the list, to be nominated for a Local Heritage Register.
A total of 266 places were selected, broken down into the following:

Bedford Park (BED)
Belair (BEL)
Bellevue Heights (BVH)
Blackwood (BKW)
Brownhill Creek (BHC)
Clapham (CPH)
Clarence Gardens (CLG)
Colonel Light Gardens (COL)
Coromandel Valley (COR)
Cumberland Park (CUM)
Daw Park (DAW)
Eden Hills (EDH)
Glenalta (GLE)
Hawthorn (HAW)
Hawthomdene (HWD)
Kingswood (KIN)
Lower Mitcham (LWM)
Lynton (LYN)
Melrose Park (MEL)
Mitcham (Min
Netherby (NEn
Panorama (PAN)

2

Currently in
State
Heritage
Register

Nominated for
State Heritage
Register

Places of local
heritage value

Total places
selected

3
2
1

3

23
3
12
4
3
4

29
5
14
5
3
4

10
1
15
8
4
20
9
15
15
1
7
28
4
4

11
2
15
9
4
22
9
16
17
1
7
33
4
5

1
1

1
1
1
2
1
2

5

1
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Pasadena (PAS)
Springfield (SPR)
St Marys (STM)
Torrens Park (TOR)
Upper Sturt (UPS)
Urrbrae (URR)
Westbourne Park (WES)

2
1
3
6
27

1.3.3

1

11

4
8
3
9
2
6
6
229

4

11
4
12
2
12

6
266

State Heritage Areas

The criteria for nomination of a State Heritage Area are similar to those for an individual place. A State
Heritage Area should constitute a continuous and unified area, comprised, to the largest extent, of
significant fabric with minimal unsympathetic intrusion (see Section 5).

1.3.4

State Heritage Places

Recommendations are made, based on the historical research and fieldwork, for the inclusion of places
in the State Heritage Register. Places of a type which were commonplace or frequently encountered
were not included for nomination for the Register, unless they were considered to be of heritage value
and met one or more of the criteria for nomination (see Section 6). Places considered of potential
significance were the subject of more detailed research and site investigation.

1.3.5

Historic Conservation Zones

Recommendations are made for the declaration of Historic Conservation Zones. These zones should
possess a distinctive character-historic, architectural or other-which is desirable to protect and enhance
through the Development Plan. Such areas will not have the exceptional merits of a State Heritage Area
(see Section 7).

1.3.6

Local Heritage Places

Other places which are considered to be of some heritage value to Mitcham, but which do not merit
nomination for the State Heritage Register, are listed as places for nomination for a local heritage
register (see Section 8).

1.3.7

Significant Trees

Although assessment of significant trees or stands of trees were not included in the Brief for the survey,
the Consultants have recommended a preliminary list of trees for consideration by Council.

Taylor Weidenhofer

MITCHAM HERITAGE SURVEY

MITCHAM
HERITAGE SURVEY

4

FIGURE 1.1
Survey Area

Scale:

1:75 000

1'
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2

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

2.1

INTRODUCTION

The brief for the Heritage Survey of Mitcham requires that an overview history be completed. Its
purpose is broadly to provide the basis for the recommendations for State, Local and area listings. More
specifically, it is to establish the principal events and themes that characterise the development of the
district and to present these succinctly and clearly in the light of the South Australian State Historic
Preservation Plan: Historical Guidelines.
The Guidelines present South Australian history as being able to be considered in relation to historical
themes and periods. This overview history will aim to present the history of Mitcham in the light of this
approach.
It is considered that it is not the task of this history to present the complete history of the City of Mitcham.
That task has been attempted in two publications so far; W A Norman's A History of the City of Mitcham
and Annely Aeuckens' More About Mitcham. There are numerous other publications relating to specific
areas, people or buildings. The reader is referred to those more comprehensive histories for a detailed
understanding of the development of the City. This overview history aims simply to place into context
the recommendations made in this survey.
Note; The District Council of Mitcham was established in 1853 and at that time included the villages and
surrounding land of Mitcham and Unley. A separate council for the Unley area was established in 1871.
For the purposes of this history, only the land that now falls within the boundaries of Mitcham City
Council is reported on in this short history.

2.2

THE PERIOD OF

1836 -1851

This period begins with the surveying of the land by Colonel William Light and its initial acquisition by the
early settlers. As with many areas of South Australia, the South Australian Company was amongst the
first to acquire land in the district, establishing a sheep station at Brownhill Creek in 1838, although the
venture was short-lived. The Company leased some of its land to early settlers and by the early 1840s a
number of small mixed farms had been established in the Brownhill Creek area. In 1840 in the Belair
area, Governor George Gawler recommended the purchase of an estate of 1 000 acres to use for
feeding the horses and other government stock. The place became known as 'The Farm', and later still
became the basis of the Belair National Park.
Other settlers had occupied recently purchased estates and during the late 1830s constructed houses
and developed farms on their land. Examples include John Daw's St Marys property, Arthur Hardy's
'Birksgate' at Glen Osmond and Arthur Blyth's 'The Hall' (later known as 'Rust Hall') located near
Mitcham village. In the Springfield area, 'Delamere' was established by William Bartley and 'Springfielq
House' by Charles Burton Newenham. Of these properties, 'Rust Hall' is already included in the State
Heritage Register and 'Springfield House' has been proposed for inclusion as a result of this report.
In addition to the creation of the large estates, by 1840 a number of small villages had been established.
Mitcham village was created by the South Australian Company in 1840. The village was divided into 103
lots which had all been sold by 1848. From the mid 1840s Mitcham village began to develop as a
community with the construction of churches, a school and an hotel. Quarries had also opened in the
area by this time. The village of St Marys was also established at about this time. Seventy allotments of
Taylor Weidenhofer
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one to two acres of land were auctioned in 1839 in the area close to the still standing St Marys Anglican
Church. This building is included in the State Heritage Register.
Other settlements, although not yet villages were created in the late 1840s. Most often they were not
small townships but rather allotments created for agricultural or farming reasons with land parcels
several acres in size. The village of Springbank was created (with land parcels of five to ten acres) and
auctioned in December 1848 although nothing remains as evidence of this early phase of development.
The village of Clapham, created in 1850 is another small settlement created during this time, although
the majority of the sales of land seem to have occurred in 1856.
During the period of 1836 to 1851 the development of Mitcham is characterised by the creation of large
estates held by either private settlers, companies or Government bodies, agricultural townships and
small villages. Development in the area was in its infancy and the population small with agriculture or
pastoralism the most prevalent uses of the land. A small scale quarrying industry had also been
established. Travel and communication in the district was primitive and difficult.

2.3

THE PERIOD OF

1852 -1883

Nevertheless, in 1853 the District Council of Mitcham was created, its boundaries enclosing a huge land
area that stretched from Unley and the City of Adelaide to the Hills and beyond. In 1871, the village of
Unley had grown to the degree where it was able to separate from Mitcham, achieving this in 1871. At
the very close of this period, in 1883, an area of 4.5 square miles was lost to the District Council of
Stirling.
In the 1850s and 1860s the Mitcham area developed slowly but steadily both in terms of settlement and
agriculture. A major impetus for this was the creation of roads and bridges. Improved transport routes
encouraged the creation of villages that survived on the business generated by the passing trade.
Examples of this include the small settlement focus on Winns Road at Coromandel Valley, the creation
of the original township of Belair.
At Belair by 1858 a summer residence, coach house and stables was built for the Governor.
Improved transport greatly aided the development of the main economic use of the area. In the western
area of the Council's district, mixed farms flourished although they increasingly began to specialise in
crops such as almonds, grapes, citrus or stone fruit. Large agricultural properties and their substantial
houses were well established in this area such as Captain William O'Halloran's 'Cianfeargeal' at Daw
Park , Thomas Ayliffe's 'Wyndham Farm' in the Pasadena area, Benjamin Babbage's property at St
Marys, 'Harling House' (later known as 'Brenchley House') at Kingswood and Thomas Jose's 'Chellaston
Farm' in the Melrose Park area.
By 1865 the Brownhill Creek area was developing as a market gardening district encouraged by the
fertile soil and available water. As the use of the land solidified and the population grew, services
required by the community were constructed. In 1874, a chapel that was also used as a school was built.
In the Hills, improved transport encouraged the growth of fruit growing, agriculture, stock raising in
addition to dairying. Coromandel Valley was the site of an unusual enterprise at this time. Alexander
Murray established a very successful biscuit and jam factory at Coromandel Valley in the 1850s. The
factory building has been proposed for inclusion in the State Heritage Register.

6
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By the 1870s on the plains, private horse buses had operated for some time and were replaced gradually
with the horse tram system. As suburban expansion occurred in the 1880s, the tramway lines were
extended. Some of the villages on the plains had consolidated and expanded by the 1860s and 1870s.
Settlement had spread from Mitcham village to the adjacent areas of West Mitcham and Lower Mitcham
by the 1860s. Mitcham Village itself was by now the major settlement of the area with shops, houses,
churches, hotels, schools and an institute.
During the 1870s and 1880s Mitcham's stately houses and their vast tracts of land were either extended
or rebuilt as the fortunes of their owners increased. In 1872, Walter Hughes enlarged his 'Torrens Park'
house, originally built by Richard Torrens in 1853. 'Birksgate', now owned by Thomas Elder was
extended in 1871, 'Claremont' now owned by Daniel Cudmore was upgraded, 'Delamere' and 'Springfield
House' at Springfield were also substantially extended. It has been suggested that parts of Mitcham had
become an enclave for the very rich and in the light of this it is perhaps no surprise that the area
attracted other wealthy businessmen and their family. In the 1880s many substantially middle class
houses were built. These were large houses situated on large land parcels, but not approaching the
scale of the previously mentioned estates. Examples include 'Wattlebury House' at Lower Mitch~m,
'Eynesbury' at Kingswood, William Burford's 'Clapham Park' at Clapham, and 'Willowbrook' at Hawthorn.
Subdivision of the land for suburban estates also burgeoned in the 1880s. On the plains this occurred in
such areas as Daw Park and Hawthorn although the construction of houses in the area generally
occurred during the period of 1884 to 1914. Suburban settlement both on the plains and in the Hills area
was greatly encouraged by the construction of the railway line from Adelaide to Aldgate which opened in
March 1883. The effects of this development were felt in the years that followed.

2.4

THE PERIOD OF

1884 -1914

By the mid 1880s well over a dozen new suburbs had come into existence on paper at least.
Development in these areas was slow but steady. In the Hills area, parts of Belair were subdivided. The
village of Belair that had developed in the 1860s lessened in importance and the focus of settlement in
the area moved to the vicinity of the newly built railway station. It provided access to the newly created
Belair National Park (proclaimed in 1891) and was a major recreational destination for Adelaide's
residents. The railway also encouraged Blackwood to develop in the early 1880s with subdivisions
occurring in Blackwood, Blackwood Hill, Blackwood Park Estate and in Eden Hills. The first subdivision
of Hawthorndene occurred in 1880.
Other institutions were being built at Belair to take advantage of its perceived clean air and rural
environment. They included Nunyara Tuberculosis Treatment Centre (built at the turn of the century)
and Kalyra Tuberculosis Treatment Centre (built 1890s) at Belair and the Inebriates Retreat, a home for
recovering alcoholics built at Belair in the 1880s. (Both Nunyara and the former Inebriates Retreat have
been proposed for inclusion in the State Heritage Register.)
On the plains, subdivision for suburban allotments occurred in the early 1880s in Westbourne Park,
Hawthorn and Cumberland Park. Areas close to the village of Mitcham continued to grow.
A great deal of suburban development occurred in the early years of the twentieth century. Kingswood
was subdivided in 1905 and later 1907, Clarence Gardens was initially created in 1908 with subdivisions
following in 191 0 and 1913. Parts of Kingswood were subdivided in 1907, the remainder of 'Chellaston

Taylor Weidenhofer
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Farm' was subdivided in 1909, followed by the creation of Netherby in 1913. The suburb of Cottonville
initially subdivided into workingmen's blocks, was sold in 1913 as suburban building allotments. The
development of these suburbs was encouraged by increasing developments in transportation such as the
electrification of the horse tram network, the development of light industry in the Edwardstown area and
the increasing provision of services to the residents such as shops, schools and churches.
This suburban development also flourished in the Hills with parts of Eden Hills which began to expand
from 1911 and Blackwood View created in 1914.
Although suburban development was expanding rapidly, a great deal of the Council's area (mainly in the
west and in the Hills districts) was devoted to agriculture and similar pursuits. During the period of the
late 1870s to the First World War many orchards (almond, citrus, stone fruit and olives) were developed,
vineyards planted, dairies established to service Adelaide with fresh milk and butter and market gardens
to provide vegetables were developed and consolidated. As an indication of the importance of the
agricultural and horticultural industry in the area, in the 1890s, Mitcham Council had constructed 12
concrete manure pits in the Brownhill Creek vicinity to assist the market gardeners of Brownhill Creek.
In 1908 the Government established an experimental orchard at Hawthorndene (then known as
Blackwood).
Industries were being developed in the Council's area. Eden Hills was the site of a number of brick
manufacturing companies. Quarries had now been developed in many parts of the Hills districts. The
Sleeps Hill quarries (opened in 1916) have been proposed for the State Heritage Register as a good
example of the presence of this industry once so important to the Mitcham area.
The construction of mansions and substantial middle class housing also continued in the area with the
construction of 'Urrbrae House' in 1891 and 'Strathspey' (now Mercedes College) at Springfield in 1899.
Other institutions also acquired land and built in the area. In 1886 the Dominican Sisters bought a ten
acre site and constructed their new convent in Cumberland Park.
In 1908 after over fifty years of renting accommodation, Council built rooms for itself on the corner of
Victoria Terrace and Tutt Avenue at Kingswood. Their confidence in the future was justified. By 1914
there were 2 550 residents and 1 580 houses in the Mitcham Council area.

2.5

THE PERIOD OF

1915 - 1927

This period was one of intense suburban development. It is said to be a time that changed face of
plains. With the onset of the Depression, the rate of suburban expansion slowed to a near standstill and
it was not until after the Second World War that suburban construction began once again to expand.
It was a time when some of the land of the large estates or the whole of smaller estates were sold and
subdivided. The time had passed when many could afford to live with such land holdings. This process
began at the start of the First World War and continued through until the 1930s. In most cases
institutions or schools gained possession of the large houses on greatly reduced land parcels. Some did
not survive this period. 'Torrens Park' was sold to Scotch College in 1919; the first subdivision of its land
having occurred in 1917. Peter Waite's 'Urrbrae' was donated to University of Adelaide and an
agricultural research institute was established by the mid 1920s.

8
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The subdivision of the Netherby estate and hence the creation of the suburb began in 1913. Kingswood
Estate was created in 1920 from the sale and subdivision of 'Eynesbury House' and 'Brenchley' land,
Mona Ita Estate at Belair was subdivided in 1921, Clarence Gardens in 1923-24, the majority of the
suburb of Hawthorndene was created in 1925 from the subdivision of D J Hewett's property 'Watahuna'.
Cumberland Park and Upper Mitcham were created during the 1920s. Parts of Clapham were
subdivided and sold in 1927.
Previously established suburbs began to be filled with housing during this period such as Westbourne
Park and Hawthorn.
A further tuberculosis sanatorium was established during this period, this time at Bedford Park. The
Bedford Park Sanatorium was first occupied by TB sufferers in 1917 on a large farm that had belonged
to the Hancock family.
There were two most interesting and more comprehensive suburban estates created during this period,
that of Springfield and Colonel Light Gardens. The estate that became known as Colonel Light Gardens
was once known as Mortlock Park and was bought by the Government in 1915. As a result of the world
wide Garden City movement there was an increased awareness of and interest in town planning issues.
It was planned to construct a garden suburb on this land. The First World War interrupted plans and the
land was initially used as a military training camp and embarkation depot. After the War, in 1919 a
Garden Suburb Act passed to allow for the creation of such a suburb and work began aided by increasing
pressure for the construction of more house and the provision of housing loans to low income earners
through the State Bank of South Australia. Colonel Light Gardens developed from the mid 1920s arid by
the late 1920s was virtually complete. In 1920, a separate Municipality of Colonel Light Gardens was
formed which existed until 1975 when Mitcham resumed control.
The suburb of Springfield was a different story altogether. It was created from the sale and subdivision
of Springfield House in 1928 by private developers. They aimed to attract buyers from the upper end of
the market by providing generous allotments, underground services and stringent building requirements.
Although development was slowed by the Depression, the suburb developed as intended in the early
years and even became the site of the houses associated with many of Adelaide's leading young and
modern architects. Springfield contains a number of these ground breaking houses. One of these
houses, the former Frayne House, built in 1940, is proposed for the State Heritage Register.

2.6

THE PERIOD OF

1928 -1945

This period is marked by the Depression years and the Second World War when building across South
Australia slowed to a standstill. There were some substantial developments during this period and some
curious ones. Thomas Bosley established a small scale but very successful pottery factory in Hawthorn
in the years following the Depression. (It has been proposed for inclusion in the State Heritage Register.)
Larger developments included the creation of the Centennial Park Cemetery in 1936 and at the time was
on the edge of the metropolitan area of Adelaide. The Spring bank Military Camp was also established
on vacant land now within the suburb of Pasadena.
Within Mitcham further suburbs were created and sold including parts of Bedford Park in the 1920s,
sections of Torrens Park in 1930, Glenalta in 1938 and parts of Clapham in the 1940s. Other previously
subdivided areas were built upon including Clarence Gardens, Cumberland Park, Westbourne Park,
Melrose Park, Daw Park and Hawthorn.

Taylor Weidenhofer
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The population of the City of Mitcham was increasing in size. By 1936 the population had reached
18 000 and there were 4 500 houses in the Council area. In 1934 Mitcham built its currently occupied
chambers. In 1944 the Council became a Municipality and just three years later was declared the City
of Mitcham.

2. 7

THE PERIOD OF

1946 TO THE PRESENT DAY

This period in the history of the development of the Mitcham area has seen the greatest growth. It has
been a time when people and house numbers have more than doubled. By necessity it has also seen
the most marked decline of the area for agricultural and horticultural activities. Only a few pockets of
land used for this purpose remain and are found still relatively rural areas such as Upper Sturt. A great
deal of the suburban expansion occurred in the Hills area although some remaining empty pockets of the
plains were developed.
A case in point is the Daw Park Repatriation Hospital constructed just after the Second World War.
Located close to it on a large area of vacant land was the Springbank Military Camp which was
established at Pasadena during the Second World War. After the War it was converted to provide
temporary housing for those waiting for South Australian Housing Trust accommodation. It continued to
be used for this purpose until the 1960s.
The 1950s, 1960s and 1970s saw the creation of such suburban areas as Netherby, Glenalta, Lynton,
Bedford Park, parts of Belair, Bellevue Heights, Coromandel Valley, Melrose Park, Panorama,
Pasadena. Often subdivisions in these suburbs have continued until the 1980s.
It was not only private owners who built in these areas. The South Australian Housing Trust commenced
the construction of houses for the young and old in the Mitcham area in St Marys in 1949. In the 1950s
and 1960s, further housing was built in Daw Park. This was encouraged by the creation of an industrial
zone on both sides of South Road that had initially occurred in the early years of the twentieth century
but increased markedly after 1950.
The growing population both in Mitcham and in the areas south of Mitcham have prompted the
construction of many schools (both high and primary and both private and public) and educational
establishments such as Flinders University (commenced in the mid 1960s), the Panorama TAFE
(opened in 1965) and the Flinders Medical Centre built in the 1970s. One of the first facilities to be built
in the area during this period was Bedford Industries at Panorama. Established to aid those recovering
from TB it has grown into a large concern which caters for many disabled people. (It has been proposed
for inclusion in the State Heritage Register.)
Council and the State Government during this time have provided the community with an increasing
number of reserves and recreation parks in addition to libraries and many other services. Mitcham's rate
of growth began to slow from late 1960s. It was still growing but more slowly. In the mid 1970s, the
population had stabilised at just over 60 000 people. The growth in this period is indeed remarkable
when one considers that in 1947 the Council had a population of 23 573. By 1966 the Council had a
population of nearly 53 000, not including Colonel Light Gardens.

10
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The future is expected to be one of increasing consolidation and slow growth. A few areas remain that
have not yet been developed but increasingly the residents seem committed to preserving the existing
character of the Council district.

Taylor Weidenhofer
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3

INVENTORY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The main purpose of this survey was to evaluate the heritage resources of the City of Mitcham for the
purposes of assessment, conservation and planning.
Recommendations have been made for places to be included in the State Heritage Register, or as State
Heritage Areas or Historic Conservation Zones. The first step in this process was to establish a thematic
overview history for the area, based on the range of primary and secondary historical material available,
as well as information provided by persons or groups with a knowledge of the development of the area.
Field surveys were undertaken to identify, describe and locate places considered to be of significance to
the area. This fieldwork was necessary in order to confirm the historical background statement as well
as to provide a basis from which to make recommendations for places for the State Heritage Register.
Without the fieldwork the selection and definition of places, State Heritage Areas or Historic
Conservation Zones, and the places of local heritage value, would be impossible.
In summary the following recommendations are made.

3.1

STATE HERITAGE AREAS

The suburb of Colonel Light Gardens previously nominated as a State Heritage Area was officially
supported by the State Heritage Authority during the course of the survey.
No other area within the survey boundaries was considered to be worthy of recommendation as a State
Heritage Area.

3.2

STATE HERITAGE PLACES

The following places are recommended for inclusion in the State Heritage Register.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

12

Nunyara Conference Centre and Chapel, 5 Burnell Road, Belair (BEL:002)
Retreat House, 29-31 Gloucester Road, Belair (BEL:003)
Sleeps Hill Quarries, off High Street, Belair (BEL:005)
Wittunga Botanic Garden, Shepherd's Hill Road, Blackwood (BKW:011)
Manure Pits, Brownhill Creek Road, Brownhill Creek (BHC:003)
former Biscuit and Jam Factory, 181 Coromandel Parade, Coromandel Valley (COR:001)
Cabra Convent, Boarding School, Chapel and Gatehouse, 225 Cross Road, Cumberland Park
(CUM:002)
St Vincent de Paul; former Bosleyware Pottery and House, Abbotshall Road, Hawthorn (HAW:001)
Hawthorn Child Care Centre; former Dr Frayne's House and Surgery, 110 Belair Road, Hawthorn
(HAW:004)
Cowan Building, Bedford Industries, Goodwood Road, Panorama (PAN:002)
'Springfield House', 2 Elmglade Road, Springfield (SPR:005)

Taylor Weidenhofer
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3.3

HISTORIC CONSERVATION ZONES

Two Historic Conservation Zones are nominated.
•
•

Sheoak Road, Belair, Historic Conservation Zone
Mitcham Village, Mitcham, Historic Conservation Zone

3.4

PLACES OF LOCAL HERITAGE VALUE

The following places are considered to be of interest to the history and development of the City of
Mitcham.

3.4.1
Bedford Park
There were no places of local heritage value identified in Bedford Park.
Belair
Dry Stone Walls, Belair Road (BEL:001)
former Winery and Coldstore, Hannaford Reserve (BEL:004)
Kalyra Nursing Home, 48-54 Kalyra Road (BEL:006)
former House, Coachhouse and Fountain, Blackwood and Districts Community Hospital, 13 Laffers
Road (BEL:007)
Belair Primary School, Main Road (BEL:008)
House; former Police Station, 29 Main Road (BEL:009)
House; former Baptist Church, 41 Main Road (BEL:01 0)
former Railway Cottages, Sheoak Road (BEL:012)
St John's Grammar School, former School Building and Headmaster's House, Sheoak Road
(BEL:013)
StJohn's Grammar School Chapel; former Holy Innocents Church, Sheoak Road (BEL:014)
Concrete Water Towers, Sheoak Road (BEL:015)
Belair Uniting Church, Sheoak Road, cnr Alta Mira Crescent (BEL:016)
House, 7 Sheoak Road (BEL:017)
House, 'Barryne', 25 Sheoak Road (BEL:018)
Belair Parish Hall and Church of the Holy Innocents, 29 Sheoak Road (BEL:019)
House, 45 Sheoak Road (BEL:020)
House, 'Birralee', 49-51 Sheoak Road (BEL:021)
House, 53 Sheoak Road (BEL:022)
House, 55 Sheoak Road (BEL:023)
House, Sheoak Hill Riding School, 141 Sheoak Road (BEL:024)
House, 143 Sheoak Road (BEL:025)
Shop, Sheoak Deli, 38 Sheoak Road (BEL:026)
Tunnels, Belair National Park, Upper Sturt Road (BEL:027)

3.4.2

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

3.4.3
Bellevue Heights
• Ruin, south of Bushland Drive (BVH:002)
• House and Sheds, 2 Flinders Road (BVH:003)
• Bellevue Heights Primary School, Shepherds Hill Road (BVH:004)
3.4.4
Blackwood
• All Hallows Anglican Church, 35 Coromandel Parade (BKW:001)
Taylor Weidenhofer
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•
..
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
..

Stratfold's Bakery, 63-65 Coromandel Parade (BKW:002)
House, 22-24 Coromandel Parade (BKW:004)
St Paul of the Cross Catholic Church, Coromandel Parade, cnr Simla Parade (BKW:005)
Belair Hotel, 141 Main Road (BKW:006)
Blackwood War Memorial, Main Road, cnr Coromandel Parade (BKW:007)
Blackwood Uniting Church; former Methodist Church, 266 Main Road, cnr Coromandel Parade
(BKW:008)
Gamble Cottage Garden, 296 Main Road (BKW:009)
Wittunga Homestead, Shepherd's Hill Road, cnr Sherbourne Road (BKW:01 0)
former Sturt Producers Society Limited, Station Avenue (BKW:012)
Railway Cottages, 5-7 Station Road (BKW:013)
Blackwood Railway Station, Signal Box and Overpass, Station Road (BKW:014)

3.4.5
Brownhill Creek
• Brownhill Creek Freestone Quarry; Rogers Quarry, Brownhill Creek Road (BHC:001)
• Remains of Munday's Crushing Plant, Brown hill Creek Road (BHC:002)
• former Wheal Grainger Mine, off Brownhill Creek Road (BHC:004)
• Market Gardens and Farms, Brownhill Creek Road (BHC:005)
3.4.6
Clapham
• House, 'Clapham Park', 16 McPherson Street (CPH:001)
• Shop, Passfield Meat Store, 70 Murray Street (CPH:002)
.. House, 'Carman Court'; 'Dorset House', 89 Springbank Road (CPH:003)
3.4. 7
Clarence Gardens
.. House, 85 Albert Street (CLG:001)
• House, 2 Pulford Street (CLG:002)
• St Francis of Assissi Anglican Hall, 833-835 South Road (CLG:003)
• Avoca Hotel, 893 South Road (CLG:004)
3.4.8
Colonel Light Gardens
The suburb of Colonel Light Gardens has been nominated as a State Heritage Area. No Local Heritage
Items are nominated.
3.4.9
Coromandel Valley
• House, 'Craig lee', 183 Coromandel Parade (COR:002)
• Craigburn Farm, 156 Coromandel Parade (COR:003)
• Bridge, Main Road (COR:004)
• StJohn's Anglican Church, 337 Main Road (COR:005)
.. Coromandel Valley Primary School, 339-343 Main Road (COR:006)
• House, 'The Knoll', 6 The Knoll Crescent (COR:007)
• House, 'Swinton', 54 Turners Avenue (COR:008)
• Museum; former Winn's Bakery, Winns Road (COR:009)
.. Ford, Winns Road (COR:01 0)
.. House, former Shop, 66 Winns Road (COR:011)
3.4.1 0
Cumberland Park
• House, 'Bowyer House', 7 Bowyer Crescent (CUM:001)
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3.4.11
Daw Park
• House and Shop, 53 Aver Avenue (DAW:001)
• House, 27 Ayers Avenue (DAW:002)
• House, 16 Ayers Avenue (DAW:003)
• House, 29 Crozier Avenue (DAW:004)
• House, 92 Crozier Avenue (DAW:OOS)
• Repatriation General Hospital, Daws Road (DAW:006)
• Pillar Letter Box, Daws Road, cnr Winston Avenue (DAW:007)
• Daw Park Uniting Church, 558 Goodwood Road (DAW:008)
• House, 628 Goodwood Road (DAW:009)
• House, 644 Goodwood Road (DAW:01 0)
• Hospice, 'Dawes House', 700 Goodwood Road (DAW:011)
o
House, 8 Kingston Avenue (DAW:012)
• House, 76 Kingston Avenue (DAW:013)
• Miroma Private Nursing Home, 7 Lancelot Drive (DAW:014)
• House, 48 Morgan Avenue (DAW:015)
3.4.12
Eden Hills
• House, 'Eden'; 'Giengordon', 19 Kinedana Street (EDH:001)
• Railway Tunnels, Shepherd's Hill Road (EDH:002)
• House, 3 Wade Street (EDH:003)
• Railway Tunnel, Watiparinga Reserve (EDH:OOS)
o
former Parish Hall, 41 Willunga Street (EDH:006)
• former Post Office and Store, 22 Willowie Street (EDH:007)
• Railway Cottages, 84 Wilpena Street, cnr Willowie Street (EDH:008)
• Eden Hills Primary School, 78 Wilpena Street (EDH:009)
3.4.13
Glenalta
• House, 1 Byrne Street (GLE:001)
• House, 7 Hollywood Way (GLE:002)
• House, 2 Nottingham Way (GLE:003)
• Cottage, 'Pine Lodge Cottage', 2 Pine Lodge Drive, cnr Upper Sturt Road (GLE:004)
3.4.14
Hawthorn
• , House and Coachhouse, 'Willowbrook', 14 Angas Road (HAW:002)
• Shops, Fountain Antiques, 80-94 Belair Road (HAW:003)
• Blackwell Funerals by Women; former Druids Hall, 112 Belair Road (HAW:OOS)
• Lenzerheide Restaurant; former House, 'Ardmeen', 142-146 Belair Road (HAW:006)
• Community Court; former House and Stable, 'St Georges', off Belair Road (HAW:007)
• Garden of Remembrance, Belair Road (HAW:008)
• House, 1 Bowilla Avenue (HAW:009)
• St Columba Anglican Church, Cross Road (HAW:010)
• House, 93 Cross Road (HAW:011)
• Shop, 48 Devonshire Street (HAW:012)
• House and Shops, 1, 2/1, 3/1 Egmont Terrace (HAW:013)
• House and Shops, 2, 3, 3/1 Egmont Terrace (HAW:014)
• Shop, Clare's Hair and Beauty, 3B Egmont Terrace (HAW:015)
• Garage; former Barn, 12 George Street (HAW:016)
• Street Sign, Hampton Street, cnr Hilda Street (HAW:017)
• Hawthorn Uniting Church and Hall, 37 Hampton Street (HAW:018)
Taylor Weidenhofer
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•
•
•
•

Westbourne Park Uniting Church, Sussex Terrace (HAW:019)
House, 59 Sussex Terrace (HAW:020)
House, 16 William Street (HAW:021)
House, 9 Wymess Road (HAW:022)

3.4.15
Hawthorndene
• House, 'Waitpinga', 19 Cypress Avenue (HWD:001)
• House, 1 East Terrace (HWD:002)
• House, 'Watahuna', 11 East Terrace (HWD:003)
o
House, 6 Glenberrie Drive (HWD:004)
• former Blackwood Experimental Orchard, Main Road (HWD:005)
• House, 6 Renfrew Drive (HWD:006)
• Cottage, 'Suffolk Farm', 27 Suffolk Road (HWD:007)
• House, 80 Turners Avenue (HWD:008)
• Cottage, 97 Turners Avenue (HWD:009)
3.4.16
Kingswood
.. Vogue Theatre, 25 Belair Road (KIN:001)
• Memorial Gates, Belair Road (KIN:002)
• Mitcham Girls High School; former Unley High School, Belair Road (KIN:003)
• Shops, 89-91 Belair Road (KIN:005)
• Torrens Arms Hotel, 95 Belair Road (KIN:006)
• 'Sunset Lodge' Salvation Army Home for Aged Women; former 'Brenchley'; former 'Harling House',
9 Brenchley Grove (KIN:007)
.. St Josephs Convent, 31 Cambridge Terrace (KIN:008)
• St Josephs Primary School, 33 Cambridge Terrace (KIN:009)
• Our Lady of Dol ours Roman Catholic Church, Cambridge Terrace (KIN:01 0)
• House, 'Abbotswell', 49 Cross Road (KIN:011)
• House, 'Wanslea', 51 Cross Road (KIN:012)
• House; former St Michael's School/Hall, 2 East Parade (KIN:013)
.. House, 18 Hillview Road (KIN:014)
.. House, 48 Kyre Avenue (KIN:015)
• Shop, Hair Room, 5 Princes Road (KIN:016)
3.4.17
Lower Mitcham
• former Mitcham Primary School and Residence, 242 Belair Road (LWM:001)
.. House and Stables, 'The Olives', 1 Belmont Street (LWM:003)
o
House, 12 Belmont Street (LWM:004)
o
House, 'Olive Villa', 53 Grange Road (LWM:005)
• Cottage, 2 Laffers Lane (LWM:006)
• Uniting Church and Cemetery; former West Mitcham Methodist Church, Price Avenue (LWM:007)
• House, 'Nurndaring', 34 Price Avenue (LWM:008)
• House, 'Sunridge', 64 Price Avenue (LWM:009)
• Attached Houses; former Boarding Cottages, The Inn Nursery School, 23 Sizer Street (LWM:01 0)
• former The Inn Nursery School, 28 Sizer Street (LWM:011)
• House, 'Ashleigh', 12 The Grove (LWM:012)
• Shop and House, 1 View Street (LWM:013)
• House, 4A Wattle Avenue (LWM:014)
o
Hawthorn Masonic Hall, 6 Wattle Avenue (LWM:015)
• House, 62 Wattlebury Road (LWM:017)
16
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3.4.18
•

Lynton
Windy Point Observation Point, Belair Road (LYN:001)

3.4.19
•
•
•
•
•
•
..

Melrose Park
Workshop, 'Snoop Security', 9 Bennett Avenue (MEL:001)
Stables, rear of 130 Daws Road (MEL:002)
Factory; former Aviation Hangars, rear of 136 Daws Road (MEL:003)
Edwardstown Primary School, 125 Edward Street (MEL:004)
House, 25 Kegworth Street (MEL:005)
House, 3 Maria Street (MEL:006)
House, 981A South Road (MEL:007)

3.4.20
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mitcham
former Shop and House, 21 Albert Street (MIT:001)
House; former Bootmaker's Shop, 23 Albert Street (MIT:002)
former Mitcham Hotel, 41 Albert Street (MIT:004)
House, Coachhouse, Stables and Fence, 'Montrose'; 'Kallawar', 2-8 Albert Street (MIT:005)
Mitcham Baptist Church, 18 Albert Street (MIT:006)
Mitcham Cemeteries and Rotunda, Blythewood Road (MIT:007)
House, 'Carnwarth' 9 Carrick Hill Drive (MIT:008)
House, 'Gable Ends', 27 Carrick Hill Drive (MIT:009)
former McEIIigot's Quarry; former Brown hill Creek Quarry, Carrick Hill Drive (MIT:01 0)
House, former 'Sunnyside', 4 Church Road (MIT:011)
House, 6 Church Road (MIT:012)
House, 'Haverhill', 4 Hoggs Road (MIT:014)
Cottage, 6 Lochness Avenue (MIT:015)
Scout Hall; former Newey's Stables, Maitland Street (MIT:016)
House, 'Conquest House', Norman Walk (MIT:017)
House, 26 Old Belair Road (MIT:018)
Sugarloaf Hill Quarry, off Old Belair Road (MIT:019)
Mitcham Uniting Church; former Mitcham Methodist Church, 101 Princes Road (MIT:021)
Mitcham SES; former Police Station, 103a Princes Road (MIT:022)
former Mitcham Institute, 103b Princes Road (MIT:023)
Shop and House, 105-107 Princes Road (MIT:024)
St Michael's Anglican Church, Hall and Lychgate, St Michael's Road (MIT:026)
Monument, Union Chapel Site, Taylors Road (MIT:027)
former Anderson's Quarries, off Wee mala Drive (MIT:029)
House; former Baptist Manse, 10 Welbourne Street (MIT:030)
Stamps Cafe and House; former Thwaites Shop, 12 Welbourne Street (MIT:031)
House; former Post Office, 14 Welbourne Street (MIT:032)
'Cottage Homes', 22 Wokurna Street (MIT:033)

3.4.21
•
..
•
•

Netherby
House, 'Helenholme', 1 Finlayson Avenue (NET:001)
former Headmaster's Residence, Urrbrae Agricultural High School, Fullarton Road (NET:002)
former Coachhouse, 'Woodside'; Urrbrae Agricultural High School, Fullarton Road (NET:003)
House, 528 Fullarton Road (NET:004)

Taylor Weidenhofer
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3.4.22
Panorama
• House, 609 Goodwood Road (PAN:001)
• Shops, Centennial Florists & S J Tillet & Sons, Monumental Masons, 651 Goodwood Road (PAN:003)
.. House, 15 Kentucky Avenue (PAN:004)
• House, 3 Ottawa Street (PAN:005)
3.4.23
Pasadena
• House; former Ayliffe's House, 80 Aurichio Avenue (PAS:001)
• Daws Road High School, Daws Road (PAS:002)
• Tower Arts Centre, cnr Daws Road and Goodwood Road (PAS:003)
• Centennial Park, Jubilee Chapel, 760 Goodwood Road (PAS:004)
3.4.24
Springfield
• House, 5 Brookside Road (SPR:001)
.. House; former 'Farr House', 26 Carrick Hill Drive (SPR:003)
• House; former Stables, 'Farr House', 1 Farr Close (SPR:006)
• Mercedes College; former House and Gatehouse, 'Strathspey', 540-542 Fullarton Road (SPR:007)
• House, 3 Hillside Road (SPR:008)
• Bridge, Meadowvale Road (SPR:009)
• House, 3 Meadowvale Road (SPR:01 0)
• Streetlight, cnr Oakdene Road and Springfield Road (SPR:011)
3.4.25
St Marys
• Women's Playing Fields, Ayliffes Road (STM:001)
• Panther Park; former South Adelaide Football Oval and Clubrooms, Norman Street (STM:002)
• Shop and House, 18 Quinlan Avenue (STM:003)
3.4.26
Torrens Park
• House, 'Kingsview', 6 Alton Street (TOR:001)
• House; former Stables, 'Gienburnie', Anderson Avenue (TOR:002)
• West Lodge and Gates, 'Torrens Park', 2 Ayr Avenue (TOR:003)
• House, 'Mitcham Lawn', 4 Barretts Road (TOR:004)
• 'Alaska House'; 'Waverley House', 97-99 Belair Road (TOR:005)
• Mitcham Council Chambers, 131 Belair Road (TOR:006)
• St Wilfrid's Church of England, Belair Road, cnr Fife Avenue (TOR:007)
• House, 'Gienburnie'; formerly 'Ballangeich', 1 Chalk Place (TOR:010)
• Cottage, 4 Thorpe Street (TOR:012)
3.4.27
Upper Sturt
• House, Upper Sturt Road (UPS:001)
• House, Lot 12, Upper Sturt Road (UPS:002)
3.4.28
Urrbrae
House, 2 Barr Smith Drive (URR:001)
• 'Birksgate' Estate Stone Wall and Gatehouse, Cross Road, cnr Mount Barker Road (URR:003)
.. St Paul's Retreat; formerly 'The Glen', 15 Cross Road (URR:004)
• House, 'Claremont'; 'Hartley Bank', Hartley Grove (URR:006)
• House; 'Pitcairn', 5 Strathmore Grove (URR:007)
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3.4.29
Westbourne Park
• Westbourne Park Primary School, 373 Goodwood Road (WES:001)
• Shops, 92 Grange Road (WES:002)
• Gates to Batchelor Reserve, Norseman Avenue (WES:003)
• Richmond Road Assembly; former Institute, Richmond Road (WES:004)
• House and Shop, 46 Richmond Road (WES:OOS)
• House, 62 Sussex Terrace (WES:006)

3.5

SIGNIFICANT TREES

Although assessment of significant trees or stands of trees were not included in the Brief for the survey,
the Consultants have recommended a preliminary list of trees for consideration by Council.
One strong aspect of many areas within the Mitcham Council area, are the stands of trees or individual
trees which contribute significantly to the amenity and character of the area. Many of these trees are
remnants from pre-subdivsion days and indicate the nature of the vegetation cover of the area before
intensive settlement, while others are those which were specifically planted on the large estates as part
of the landscaping for those properties.
Line of Gum Trees

South Road

Bedford Park

River Red Gum, 'Monarch of the
Glen'

Brownhill Creek Caravan Park

Brownhill Creek

Gum Trees

Daws Rd, north side

Daw Park

Gum Trees

Jordan Street and Daws Road

Melrose Park

Chellaston Almond

Melrose Park

River Red Gums

Taylors Road, Mitcham Memorial
Reserve

Mitcham

Larrikin Tree

Western Ave and Adelaide Terrace

Pasadena

Gum Tree Stand

Benjamin Street, east side

St Marys

Olive Tree

6 Donald Street

St Marys

Gum Trees

South Road, east side, between
Walsh Avenue and Lloyd Street

StMarys

Kauri Pine

19 lnverloch Avenue

Torrens Park

Group of exotic trees

Rear of 26 Loch ness Avenue

Torrens Park

3.6

INVENTORY

A summary listing of all places surveyed and location maps are included in Section 9 of this
report-Summary of Heritage Places.

Taylor Weidenhofer
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4

PLACES CURRENTLY ENTERED IN THE STATE HERITAGE REGISTER

Any place-land, building or structure-may be included in the State Heritage Register, but must first meet
one or more of the criteria for inclusion under Section 16 of the Heritage Act 1993. These criteria help to
determine whether a place 'is part of the environmental, social or cultural heritage of the State.'
Places in the Mitcham area which_ pre currently entered in the State Heritage Register are:
"
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
..
•
•
o

•
o

"
..
•
•
..
•
•
•

Belair Railway Station and Signal Box, Sheoak Road, Belair (BEL:011)
Belair National Park, Belair (BEL:028)
Governor's Old Summer Residence, Belair National Park, Belair (BEL:029)
House, 'Sturtbrae', 7 Bellevue Drive, Bellevue Heights (BVH:001)
Sturt Tillite Precambrian Glacial Deposit, Sturt Gorge (BVH:OOS)
Verco House and Stables, 16 Coromandel Parade, Blackwood (BKW:003)
Sleep's Hill Tunnel and Viaduct Foundations, Watiparinga Reserve, Eden Hills (EDH:004)
'Eynesbury House', 69 Belair Road, Kingswood (KIN:004)
Mitcham Railway Station and Signal Box, Belair Road, Lower Mitcham (LWM:002)
'Wattlebury House', 42-44 Wattlebury Road, Lower Mitcham (LWM:016)
House, 27 Albert Street, Mitcham (MIT:003)
Edinburgh Hotel, 7 High Street, Mitcham (MIT:013)
House, 'Rust Hall', 12 Pages Road, Mitcham (MIT:020)
House, 1 St Michael's Road, Mitcham (MIT:025)
Keystone Bridge, Taylors Road, Mitcham (MIT:028)
House, 'Coreega', 16 Carrick Hill Drive, Springfield (SPR:002)
House, 'Carrick Hill', Carrick Hill Drive, Springfield (SPR:004)
StMary's Anglican Church, Cemetery and Fence, 1163-1165 South Road, St Marys (STM:004)
House, 'Torrens Park'; Scotch College, Carruth Road, Torrens Park (TOR:008)
Barr Smith Theatre, 'Torrens Park'; Scotch College, Carruth Road, Torrens Park (TOR:009)
East Lodge and Fence, 'Torrens Park', Muggs Hill Road, Torrens Park (TOR:011)
House, Garage and Battery House, 'Urrbrae House', Claremont Avenue, Urrbrae (URR:002)
former Gatehouse, 'Urrbrae House', Cross Road, Urrbrae (URR:OOS)
Plant Pathology House, Garden and Implement Shed, Waite Agricultural Research Institute, Waite
Road (URR:008)
Coach House and Stables, 'Urrbrae House'; Waite Agricultural Research Institute, Waite Road
(URR:009)
former Caretaker's House, Waite Agricultural Research Institute, Waite Road, Urrbrae (URR:01 0)
Main Building, Waite Agricultural Research Institute, Waite Road, Urrbrae (URR:011)
Waite Arboretum, Waite Road, Urrbrae (URR:012)

All of these places still exist and are in good condition. They are identified on Figures 4.1 to 4.11.
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Belair Railway Station and Signal Box

BEL:011

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Sheoak Road
BELAIR 5052
Trans Adelaide, GPO Box 1825, Adelaide SA 5001
1201
4401/502
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

Taylor Weidenhofer

Registered, 14 February 1985

SHR No 6628-11524
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Belair Railway Station and Signal Box
DESCRIPTION
Group of railway structures including ticket office, signal box and waiting sheds. Ticket office adjoins
signal box which comprises cellar and signal room with exterior timber staircase entrance on western
side. Waiting shed on southern platform is of large rectangular, partly enclosed design.
HISTORY
Belair Station is one of a number of stops along the 22 mile railway between Adelaide and Mount Lofty
completed in 1883. Built in two sections by separate contractors, the Adelaide to Nairne Railway was
hailed as opening a 'new era in South Australian history' by the Editor of the Register (14 March 1883).
Its construction was the most difficult and ambitious undertaken by the State at the time.
Construction of the last section to Mount Lofty was started in May 1879 by Messrs Walker and Swan.
Another firm, Messrs Bailey, Davis and Wishart successfully tendered £120 000 for the second section
from Mount Lofty to Nairne. Parliamentary estimates costed the average expense of the line's
construction at £20 500 per mile. As the gradient was not to exceed 1 in 30, it was necessary for the
contractors to extensively excavate and embank to overcome the steep ascent up the Adelaide Hills
escarpment. The project also involved the provision of eight tunnels and two viaducts and employed a
maximum of 700 to 800 men at the rate of 71- per day. In 1881, the year the viaducts were completed,
the workers struck for high wages and succeeded in winning an increase of 4%d per week. Walker and
Swan's original tender for the first section of the line was for £182 159, the work to be completed in two
years. Owing to delays and strikes the work took longer than the specified time.
The official opening of the line took place at Aldgate, and was joined by the remainder of the party by
4 p.m. in time for the official banquet. Substantially built stations along the line were established at
Mitcham, Blackwood, Belair, Mount Lofty and Aldgate.
Belair Station differs from the other stations in its use of timber and its location on what was originally
Government Farm. Following the opening of the line, moves were made to subdivide and sell
Government Farm before public outcry prompted the State to preserve the area as a National Park in
1891. One of the many reasons cited for the retention of Government Farm in public ownership was the
revenue to be gained from excursionists visiting the Park by rail. An entrance to the park near the
railway station brought the delights of the Hills environment within the grasp of urban dwellers for the
mere price of a train ticket, and proved a popular outing for Adelaide's less affluent population.
In 1893 a passenger waiting shed was constructed west of the signal box and stationmaster's office.
Railway cottages on the ridge north of the Station were built at various times to accommodate workers.
One of these buildings has been claimed to date from the 1840s, possibly used as workmen's quarters
for Government Farm. This has not been substantiated.
STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
The Belair Railway Station is significant because of its association with the construction of the AdelaideNairne Railway in 1879-83. The line was an ambitious engineering feat undertaken to link Adelaide
ultimately with Melbourne and the eastern states. The station buildings are a good, intact example of
19th century timber, iron and steel design utilised for secondary stops along railway routes.
References
State Heritage Branch Files, File No. 11524
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Belair National Park

BEL:028

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Upper Sturt Road
BELAIR 5052
Minister of Environment and Planning, GPO Box 667, Adelaide SA 5001
599, 675, 1037
5100/0675
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

Registered, 19 September 1985

SHR No 6628-11552

Film/Neg No
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Belair National Park
DESCRIPTION
Ovals, pavilions, exotic tree plantings and other improvements surrounded by native bushland.

HISTORY
Belair National Park was created by the National Park Act of 1891 and at the time was South Australia's
first National Park and Australia's second. In the decade between 1871 and 1881 Adelaide's population
almost doubled, placing a heavy demand on existing areas used for outings and sport by the public.
With an increased need for venues reasonably close to the City came an awareness that the attractive
Adelaide Hills areas were disappearing into private ownership. At the same time, high unemployment
levels manifested by the early 1880s were an ominous sign of the coming Depression. The subdivision
of the area, formerly laid aside by Governor Gawler in 1840 as a Government Farm, into workingmen's
blocks, was considered by the State Government as a means to ease the problems of unemployment.
Conflict between the State and members of the public over future use of Government Farm highlighted
increasing expectations by the public regarding the provision of parks.
It was argued that the Adelaide to Nairne railway which opened in 1883 and ran through the proposed
park, would enable a large number of people to visit the area. In September 1882 the Hon. Alfred Catt
introduced a Bill which prohibited the sale of the Farm. Although defeated in the Legislative Council,
Parliament later reversed its decision following public pressure and legislation was subsequently passed
prohibiting the sale of the Farm without Parliamentary sanction.
Between October 1888 and December 1890 the Government was further pressured to proceed to declare
the area a National Park. By the end of 1890 it was stated that 1 700 acres (688 ha) of the Farm could
be set aside as a public park, reserving 300 acres (121 ha) for workingmen's blocks. The National Park
Act, assented to by the Governor on 19 December 1891 vested in perpetuity some 796 ha of the Farm to
a Board of twelve Commissioners. The Board, appointed on 19 January 1892 was responsible for
developing the Park and determining its future use.
Up until the 1920s the Park was cleared of scrub and timber, wattle bark sold and stock agisted in order
to make the Park financially viable. Plantings of exotic trees were carried out, culminating in the large
scale planting of Japanese cherries in Sparkes Gully in 1922 in memory of the Allied victory of the First
World War. Facilities such as ovals, pavilions and arbours were gradually established. The eastern
section of the park has not been developed and is in a relatively natural state.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
The Belair National Park is significant as the State's first National Park. Established in 1891, it signifies
growing public commitment to. the preservation of a natural area for both conservation and recreation
reasons. Its subsequent history, under the management of appointed trustees, reflects changing
recreational patterns. Its origins, as a Government Farm, are represented by the first Governor's
summer residence, built in 1859 and in the naming of the Gold Escort ground.

References
State Heritage Branch Files, File No. 11552
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Governor's Old Summer Residence

BEL:029

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Belair National Park, Upper Sturt Road
BELAIR 5052
Minister of Environment and Planning, GPO Box 667, Adelaide SA 5001
675
5100/0675
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

Registered, 24 July 1982

SHR No 6628-10662

Film/Neg No
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Governor's Old Summer Residence
DESCRIPTION
Random coursed stone building with brick quoins and surrounds. Arched openings to bay window. Slate
clad hipped roof with brick chimneys. Brick parapet to bay window section.

HISTORY
Belair National Park was created by the National Park Act of 1891 and at the time was South Australia's
first National Park and Australia's second. In the decade between 1871 and 1881 Adelaide's population
almost doubled, placing a heavy demand on existing areas used for outings and sport by the public.
With an increased need for venues reasonably close to the City came an awareness that the attractive
Adelaide Hills areas were disappearing into private ownership. At the same time, high unemployment
levels manifested by the early 1880s were an ominous sign of the coming Depression. The subdivision
of the area, formerly laid aside by Governor Gawler in 1840 as a Government Farm, into workingmen's
blocks, was considered by the State Government as a means to ease the problems of unemployment.
Conflict between the State and members of the public over future use of Government Farm highlighted
increasing expectations by the public regarding the provision of parks.
The Park's earlier history as a Government Farm includes its use for depasturing of Government horses
and the provision of a site for the Governor's summer residence, built in 1859. The latter, a small
building with indoor bathing pool was not used extensively for vice-regal functions, and then only during
the terms of office of Sir Richard MacDonnell (1855 - 1862) and Sir Dominick Daly (1862 - 1868). The
house had been designed by the Colonial Architect, E A Hamilton and the builder was Mr C Farr. The
residence was completed in June 1860 and had cost £1 598.
The building ceased to be used after the building of a two storey 26 roomed vice-regal residence at
Marble Hill in 1880. From 1886 and for the next 75 years the Governor's residence was under the
control of the Conservator of Forests. The curators of the nearby nursery lived in the house which was
renamed 'The Rest' during this period.
In 1961 the house was transferred to the Commissioners of the National Parks and Wildlife Reserves
and the house was opened to the public. Minor restoration work was completed in the 1960s. Extensive
restoration was undertaken in the 1970s.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
The first summer residence to be built for the Governors of South Australia, this building is associated
with the development of the Government Farm at Belair which eventually became the Belair National
Park.

References
State Heritage Branch Files
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House, 'Sturtbrae•

BVH:001

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

7 Bellevue Drive
BELLEVUE HEIGHTS 5050
MrS A & Mrs N R Apponyi, 7 Bellevue Drive, Bellvue Heights SA 5050
40
34
3866/67
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

Taylor Weidenhofer

Registered, 14 February 1985
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House, 'Sturtbrae'
DESCRIPTION
Random stone construction with brickwork to corners and opening surrounds. Each construction stage is
distinguished by individual roof shapes. Little attention is given to detail except in the 1880s section.

HISTORY
'Sturtbrae' was built on part of Section 34 which was granted to Thomas Maslin in 1839. Maslin then
settled at Aldinga and in 1848 William Shephard, a farmer, bought the Section from Maslin. The earliest
part of the house was built by Shephard for his wife Anne and son William Thomas. This was a one
roomed stone structure with an underground dairy, semi-excavated into the side of the slope which rises
away from the creek, a small tributary of the Sturt River. This original room was added to and grew to be
a house of five rooms by 1864.
William Shephard died sometime during the 1850s and his wife and son continued to expand the
property. In 1860 they acquired the adjacent Section 33. William Thomas Shepard became an
established figure in Mitcham and was councillor on the Mitcham District Council in 1877. In 1878 he
purchased Section 35 which extended the farm area northward.
In 1886 the house was bought by George Perrin who extended it even further and then presented it to his
daughter Mary Ann Walker as a wedding present in 1887. The Walkers lived in the house until it was
bought by William G J Mills in January 1923. Mills had just left his family property Millbrae near Nairne
in the control of his son and moved to Adelaide. He was elected member of the Legislative Council in
1918 and found he needed to be closer to the city. Mills was also the Chairman of the Country Party in
1921. 'Sturtbrae' was developed as a fine woolled Merino stud and a large orchard and vineyard were
cultivated on the slopes of the hill above the house.
W G J Mills died in 1933 but the house and property remained in the Mills family and in 1954 was
purchased by two of his daughters, May and Margaret, in partnership. The farmlands were subdivided in
1965 and 1966 and the suburb of Bellevue Heights created. The house and a large garden remain and
are carefully maintained by the Mills sisters and relatives.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
'Sturtbrae' is significant for being a reminder of early architectural development in Mitcham and for its
association with historically significant families at both local and state levels. The building is a reminder
of the once predominant rural landscape of the area and typifies the houses of early settlers in the area.
Extensions and alterations to the building reflect increas~s in wealth or changes of ownership over a
period of 40 years.

References
State Heritage Branch Files, File No. 10997
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Sturt Tillite Precambrian Glacial Deposit

BVH:005

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners

Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Sturt Gorge
BELLEVUE HEIGHTS 5050
Property Officer, National Parks and Wildlife SeNice, GPO Box 667, Adelaide SA 5001
Property Officer, Minister of Water Resourcex, 200 Victoria Square, Adelaide SA
5000
Pt 20 and 21, 22, 23
5164/868
Adelaide; Noarlunga

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

Registered
Register of the National Estate
Geololgical Society of SA, File No. M.4.

SHR No 6628-14109

Film/Neg No
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Sturt Tillite Precambrian Glacial Deposit
DESCRIPTION
Type section of the Sturt Tillite, a Precambrian glacial deposit composed of mudstone containing many
erratic boulders exposed in the cliffs on both sides of the Sturt River Gorge.
HISTORY
The Sturt River cuts its way through an ancient glacial deposit which was formed in the late Precambrian
Era, some 750 million years ago. The deposit, known as Sturt Tillite, is part of a widespread glaciation
which extended throughout the Adelaide Geosyncline, over much of the Stuart Shelf, into western NSW,
central Australia and the Kimberley region in WA. Similar deposits, of the same age, discovered in
Central Africa indicate that this was a major glaciation possibly of world-wide extent. The Adelaide
Geosyncline contains the most complete and the best preserved sedimentary record of this event, which
is now known as the Sturtian Glaciation. These sediments also have the distinction of providing the first
definite evidence of glaciation at such an early stage in the geological history of the earth.
The intensity and duration of this period of glaciation can be gauged by the immense thickness of the
deposits which reach a maximum of 5 500 metres in part of the Flinders Ranges. In the Sturt Gorge, the
glacial beds called 'tillites', identified by their unsorted and bouldery nature, are estimated to be about
200 metres thick. It is believed that for a period, which must have lasted many millions of years, an
immense floating ice shelf covered the geosynclinal basin. This extended several hundreds of
kilometres from the edge of the ancient continental coast to the west and was responsible for the glacial
deposits. This theory has been deduced from evidence which was suggested by the great extent of
country covered by the tillite, by the continuity of the deposits with the underlying beds, and by the lack
of a glaciated 'floor'. Non-glacial s·edime;1ts which occur at intervals throughout the deposits, also
suggest that this ice shelf advanced and retreated periodically in response to what must have been a
fluctuating climate, a process which is occurring at present in the Ross Sea bordering Antarctica. Initially
suggested by Howchin (1920) and later by Mawson (1949), this model is accepted generally by
geologists today.
Howchin described the Sturt Tillite as consisting of a 'groundmass of unstratified, indurated mudstone
carrying angular to subangular and rounded boulders which are distributed confusedly through the mass.'
He considered it to be, in every way, a characteristic tillite and thus giving clear evidence as to its origin.
The boulders, known as 'erratics', are not locally derived but have been transported by ice moving
eastwards from highlands to the west. They consist of a great variety of rock types, such as granites,
gneisses, quartzites, schists, porphyrites, some of which are similar to those found on Eyre Peninsula,
but others come from no known locality within South Australia.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
The Sturt Tillite deposit is significant as a section of land important to the study and understanding of
South Australia's environmental heritage in demonstrating the geology and providing evidence of
glaciation in the Precambrian era. As a type section important for correlation with contemporary rocks
elsewhere. The area is associated with the work of Professer Walter Howchin (1901-1929) and Sir
Douglas Mawson (1946).

References
State Heritage Branch Files, File No. 14109
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BKW:003

Verco House and Stable
LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

16 Coromandel Parade
BLACKWOOD
Mrs AM Caldicott, 14-16 Coromandel Parade, Blackwood SA 5051
3, 4
2201
3440/28
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

Film/Neg No

Registered, 4 March 1993
National Trust of SA, Recorded, File No. 2895
Mitcham Heritage Survey, Classification 8

SHR No 6628-13294
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Verco House and Stable
DESCRIPTION
Two storey
motif over
brackets.
balustrade.
door.

random coursed sandstone house with rendered quoins and surrounds. Rusticated keystone
windows. Hipped corrugated iron roof with rendered chimneys and decorative eaves
Concave verandah and balcony on simple timber posts with lace frieze, brackets and
Bay window to front elevation. Double hung sash windows, sidelights and fanlight to front

Stable to rear, simple gabled building, taller section to centre with skillion extensions to sides, brick and
corrugated iron walls. Large openings.
HISTORY
This house was built for the Hon. John Carr after he purchased the one acre property in 1882. Originally
from Conisboro in Yorkshire, he married Anna Fox of Doncaster, Yorkshire in 1822. They arrived in
South Australia in 1859, Carr working on his arrival as a merchant. As a member for Noarlunga from
1865 in the House of Assembly, Carr was appointed Commissioner of Public Works 1870-71 and
Commissioner of Crown Lands 1876-77.
He had the honour to conduct through the House the Bill for the construction of the first section of the
Transcontinental Railway from Port Augusta to Beltana and took a very active part in opening the
northern areas in farming. He was Commissioner of Public Works when Sir Charles Todd constructed
the Overland Telegraph Line from Port Augusta to Port Darwin which finally linked Adelaide to London in
1872.
Carr represented the Noarlunga constituency for 17 years and after a three year break, re-entered the
House as Member for Onkaparinga, retaining his seat until he retired from politics in 1888. John Carr
was the Resident Justice in the Mitcham district from 1885, and as well as his duties as Justice of the
Peace was a local preacher at the Blackwood Methodist Church. The Carrs took an active part in local
life. Anna Carr died at Blackwood in March 1891 and the retired Member of Parliament lived there until
June 1895 when the property was sold to Sophia Roach, the wife of a former military man, then estate
agent, Thomas Roach. They moved into the house with five small children between three and nine
years of age, making a family home of the imposing dwelling. The Roach family lived in the house for
12 years and sold it to Thomas Magarey who lived there with his wife and five children. The Magareys
were the first connection of the house with the Verco family, Thomas' mother being Elizabeth, the sister
of James Crabb Verco.
Magarey sold the house in September 1914 to Claude Verco, son of his cousin Thomas Verco. The
Vercos lived at the house nearly all their married lives, Claude's wife Jessie for a further 11 years after
the death of her husband in 1965. The present owner, their daughter Alice Caldicott, acquired the
property after her mother's death in 1976.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
Verco House has been associated with two prominent South Australian families. It was built for the Hon.
John Carr and his wife Anna in 1882. Members of the Verco family have lived there from 1910 until
recently. The building has been little altered over the years and is one of the rare large nineteenth
century dwellings in the Blackwood area.
References
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide
Mitcham Local History Collection
State Heritage Branch Files, File No. 13294
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Sleep's Hill Tunnel and Viaduct Foundations

EDH:004

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Watiparinga Reserve
EDEN HILLS 5050
State Transport Authority, GPO Box 2351, Adelaide SA 5001
1074, 1080, 1046, Railway Reserve
3785/138
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

Registered, 21 October 1993

SHR No 6628-14601

A/11, 12, 13, 14
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Sleep's Hill Tunnel and Viaduct Foundations
DESCRIPTION
Tunnel, now enclosed, embankments and concrete viaduct foundations in base of valley.
HISTORY
The tunnel and viaducts through Sleep's Hill were one of the major engineering feats of the construction
of the railway line between Adelaide and Nairne which was completed in 1883. Built in two sections by
separate contractors, the Adelaide to Nairne Railway was hailed as opening a 'new era in South
Australian history' by the Editor of the Register (14 March 1883). Its construction was the most difficult
and ambitious undertaken by the State at the time.
Construction of the last section to Mount Lofty was started in May 1879 by Messrs Walker and Swan.
Another firm, Messrs Bailey, Davis and Wishart successfully tendered £120 000 for the second section
from Mount Lofty to Nairne. Parliamentary estimates costed the average expense of the line's
construction at £20 500 per mile. As the gradient was not to exceed 1 in 30, it was necessary for the
contractors to extensively excavate and embank to overcome the steep ascent up the Adelaide Hills
escarpment. The project also involved the provision of eight tunnels and two viaducts and employed a
maximum of 700 to 800 men at the rate of 71- per day. In 1881, the year the viaducts were completed,
the workers struck for high wages and succeeded in winning an increase of 4%d per week. Walker and
Swan's original tender for the first section of the line was for £182 159, the work to be completed in two
years. Owing to delays and strikes the work took longer than the specified time.
The two viaducts alone cost £14 441. The longer viaduct, measuring 360 feet stood 100 feet above the
gully and linked two tunnels. The second viaduct was 260 feet long and rose 78 feet above a second
gully. So flimsy did they appear that the contractor refused to test their strength with his construction
engine but insisted the Commissioner of Public Works have the honour of crossing the viaduct for the
first time in his engine. The viaducts were successfully tested on the 18 August 1882 by a loaded engine
weighing 200 tons. The viaducts were used for nearly 40 years before being by-passed by a line
deviation and longer tunnel.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
The tunnel and remains of the viaducts are significant for their association with the construction of the
Adelaide to Nairne railway which was to eventually link Adelaide with the eastern states. The remains
also represent the railway engineering technologies available in the early 1880s.

References
State Heritage Branch Files, File No. 14601 and 11524
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House, 'Eynesbury House'

KIN:004

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

69 Belair Road
KINGSWOOD 5062
E Giamos, 250 Cross Road, Kings Park SA 5034
248
245
5087/334
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

Film/Neg No

Registered, 12 January 1984
National Trust of SA, Recorded, 2116
Mitcham Heritage Survey, Classification A

SHR No 6628-11526
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House, 'Eynesbury House•
DESCRIPTION
Two storey house with central three storey tower to front elevation. Decorative balustraded parapet to
house and tower. Dentil detailing under parapet. Arched windows to tower. Rendered quoins and
surrounds. Rendered detailing and rendered chimneys. Concave corrugated iron roof to verandah and
balcony supported on paired cast iron posts with elaborate cast iron lace frieze and brackets. Double
hung sash windows. Bay windows to front elevation. Random rubble stone two storey building to north,
with hipped corrugated iron roof with decorative eaves brackets.
HISTORY
Eynesbury House was built between 1880-81, during the year following the purchase of the property from
William Martin Letchford by George Wilcox, transferred 3 September 1880. Letchford, a Fallow
Chandler, had previously owned two large parcels of land in Section 245. He had purchased them from
Charles Cortis, of Sussex, who was granted the land in 1840.
George Wilcox is first shown in the Directory as living at the address in 1882, although the Council
Assessment Book records him in 1881 as the owner of a house of 12 rooms, outhouses, stables, garden
and arable land on Section 245. He was a wealthy merchant who, after coming to South Australia in
1857, set up a drapery and general store in Gawler. In 1875 he shifted to Adelaide and entered into
partnership with W Mofflin in 1879, trading in hides, skins, bark, tallow, horns and wool. From the sale of
these products the partnership thrived.
Wilcox manifested his overseas and intercolonial success in 'Eynesbury', with its elegant art nouveau
iron lacework, extravagant plaster decoration and large impressive tower commanding a splendid view of
the surrounding area. The Aldine History refers to his residence as 'a mansion and an ornament to the
locality.' Despite his wealth, or perhaps as an indication of the qualities which made it, this wealthy man
was not above lodging appeals against Council rate assessments a number of times, or billing the
Council for clearing rubble away from the footpath after Council sent him an account for road metal
removed by one of his servants. After his death in 1917, his son Sidney owned the property until
subdivision occurred in 1920.
The house's fortunes have since declined, and at one stage it was divided into flats before reverting back
to single occupancy. The property was leased by the Hare Krishnas in between 1984 and 1989 after
which it became a non-denominational co-educational college.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
'Eynesbury House' is significant for its association with a leading Adelaide merchant and in its
representation of the larger mansion in the suburban development of Mitcham during the latter half of the
twentieth century. The house is an outstanding example of the merchant class mansions in the inner
suburbs. The design is particularly ornate with decorative plasterwork on the dominant tower and the
lightness of the cast ironwork to the verandah.

References
Advertiser, 17 April 1984
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage SuNey, National Estate, Adelaide
Mitcham Council Assessment Books
Mitcham Local History Collection
State Heritage Branch Files, File No. 11526
Sunday Mail, 30 July 1989
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Mitcham Railway Station and Signal Box

LWM:002

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Belair Road
LOWER MITCHAM 5062
State Transport Authority, GPO Box 2351, Adelaide SA 5001
202
233
4390/629
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

Film/Neg No

Registered, 21 October 1993
National Trust of SA, Recorded, File No. 2568
Mitcham Heritage Survey, Classification A

SHR No 6628-11519
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Mitcham Railway Station and Signal Box
DESCRIPTION
Dressed coursed stone building, painted, with brick quoins and surrounds. Gabled corrugated iron roof
with decorative timber bargeboards to gable ends. Circular vents to gables. Brick chimneys. Concave
verandah on simple timber posts. Raked verandah to platform. Window hoods. Double hung sash four
paned windows. Corrugated iron platform shed across railway line with gabled roof (dilapidated). Slate
edge to platform. The signal box is of the same construction as the railway station, with a gabled roof
and approximately 1.5 storeys in height.
HISTORY
Belair Station is one of a number of stops along the 22 mile railway between Adelaide and Mount Lofty
completed in 1883. Built in two sections by separate contractors, the Adelaide to Nairne Railway was
hailed as opening a 'new era in South Australian history' by the Editor of the Register (14 March 1883).
Its construction was the most difficult and ambitious undertaken by the State at the time.
Construction of the last section to Mount Lofty was started in May 1879 by Messrs Walker and Swan.
Another firm, Messrs Bailey, Davis and Wishart successfully tendered £120 000 for the second section·
from Mount Lofty to Nairne. Parliamentary estimates casted the average expense of the line's
construction at £20 500 per mile. As the gradient was not to exceed 1 in 30, it was necessary for the
contractors to extensively excavate and embank to overcome the steep ascent up the Adelaide Hills
escarpment. The project also involved the provision of eight tunnels and two viaducts and employed a
maximum of 700 to 800 men at the rate of 71- per day. In 1881, the year the viaducts were completed,
the workers struck for high wages and succeeded in winning an increase of 4Y2(j per week. Walker and
Swan's original tender for the first section of the line was for £182 159, the work to be completed in two
years. Owing to delays and strikes the work took longer than the specified time.
The official opening of the line took place at Aldgate, and was joined by the remainder of the party by 4
p.m. in time for the official banquet. Substantially built stations along the line were established at
Mitcham, Blackwood, Belair, Mount Lofty and Aldgate.
The Mitcham Railway station was completed in 1883. Construction had been undertaken by J Chapman
at a cost of £1 325.15.11. A signal cabin was built in 1884 by J Fitzpatrick, who also built others at
Blackwood, Mount Lofty and Aldgate. In 1887 all the station yards between Mitcham and Nairne were
remodelled and an extra platform was built at Mitcham in July 1907.
By 1898 a suburban service had been commenced to Mitcham Railway Station. The line itself helped to
promote easy communication between Adelaide and the hills communities and promotion of residential
development in Blackwood, Eden Hills and Belair. Although the service to Mitcham was not profitable it
was considered to be important to the extent that the line to Mitcham was doubled and the suburban
service was continued to Belair.
STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
The Mitcham Railway Station is of interest primarily because of its historical associations. It is one of the
oldest and most complete stations on the line, which is itself of considerable significance because it was
built in the 1880s to link Adelaide with Melbourne. The railway station and signal box are simple
functional buildings and of little particular architectural merit except as good examples of their type.
References
Donovan & Associates, 1992, Railway Heritage of South Australia, National Trust of South Australia,
p. 2-269-70
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide
State Heritage Branch Files, File No. 11519
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House, ·wattlebury House'

LWM:016

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

42-44 Wattlebury Road
LOWER MITCHAM 5062
Mr F J & Mrs F 8 McCallum, 42 Wattlebury Road, Lower Mitcham SA 5062
112
233
3416/86
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

Film/Neg No

Registered, 1 September 1993
National Trust of SA, Recorded, File No. 664
Mitcham Heritage SuNey, Classification 8

SHR No 6628-10661
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House, 'Wattlebury House'
DESCRIPTION
Mid Victorian Gothic villa, pattern book facade, repeated projecting gables with heavy timber decoration,
paired chimneys, service entrance with attached kitchen wing. Coursed rubble walls with dressed stone
quoins and surrounds, tuck pointed rubble, corrugated iron gable roofs. Gabled porch to front elevation
with matching bargeboards. External stair on east elevation.

HISTORY
'Wattlebury House' was built in 1865 for Henry W Parker and stood on quite a large estate with an
attractive scrub like garden. The bluestone for the house was quarried at Tapleys Hill. Carved stone
faces were installed over the window openings in the 1920s along with an open pergola at the front. The
stables and coachhouse at the rear were demolished in 1966 and a block of flats constructed in their
place. The grounds of the estate have been subdivided but the land immediately in front of the house
has been retained and provides visual access to the building facade.
Henry Parker was appointed the first Judge of South Australia, but he resigned the post. Parker was
assistant secretary to the Poor Law Commissioner, and later became an Assistant Poor Law
Commissioner. He came to South Australia in 1849 as representative of an English company which
contemplated the construction of a railway from Port Adelaide to the city, but he failed in his object of
obtaining an Act to authorise the construction, and he stayed on in South Australia, where he entered in
to practice as a lawyer. He was at different times in partnership with R D Hanson (later Chief Justice)
and Charles Mann, Jun. He wrote two books, 'The Rise, Progress and Present State of Van Diemen's
Land' in 1833, and 'A Digest of Law Relating to the Relief of the Poor.
In the first Mitcham Assessment Book he is shown as the occupier of a house of six rooms in the village
of Mitcham owned by William Easther, and he took a prominent part in the formation of the District
Council and the Mitcham Library and Debating Society, being a vice-president of the latter society, to
which he also made a donation of 20 books.
It is likely that he built 'Wattlebury House' whilst living in Easthers house and it seems probable that the
street took its name form the house.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
Historically, significant for association with an important period of expansion in Mitcham's history when
areas around the 'village' were settled by men of means who built country villas in the 1860s-70s.
Architecturally an outstanding eg of a Gothic villa building type. Environmentally, notable illustration and
reminder of the scale and character of early subdivision of Mitcham.

References
Lands Titles Office Records, CT 1394/134
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage SuNey, National Estate, Adelaide
Mitcham Local History Collection
National Trust Files
Norman, W. A. History of Mitcham, p. 275
Scotch College Mothers Association, Tour of Historic Homes, November 1974
State Heritage Branch Files, File No. 10661
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MIT:003

House
LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

27 Albert Street
MITCHAM 5062
Mrs I E Kerr, 27 Albert Street, Mitcham SA 5062
12
248
4178/486
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

Film/Neg No

Registered, 19 August 1993
National Trust of SA, Classified, File No. 1609
Register of the National Estate, 21 October 1993

SHR

No

6628-10964

A/24

Taylor Weidenhofer
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House
DESCRIPTION
Double fronted house with hammer dressed coursed stonework to front elevation and random coursed
stone side walls. Dressed stone quoins and surrounds with tooled margins and deep V joints. Stone
plinth. Hipped corrugated iron roof with rendered chimneys. Double hung sash windows with sidelights
and fanlight to front door. Timber shutters to windows. French windows to side elevation with dressed
keystone over opening. Stone sills and keystone detail to all openings. Concave verandah on simple
timber posts with lace brackets and frieze. Slate paving to verandah floor. Skillion extension to rear.

HISTORY
The first owner (and probably builder) was Mr Anderson, who owned local quarries. The house was
probably built between 1860-1870. It passed to his daughter who married a Mr Kerr. The present owner
(1978) Mr Len Kerr was born in the house in 1913.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
This house is an excellent example of the use of locally quarried stone as a building material during the
development of the Mitcham village. Quarrying was an important early industry in the nearby hills and
this house, originally owned by a quarryman represents the quality of stone and workmanship available
at the time.

References
Lands Titles Office Records, CT 21/68, 235/92, 283/99
National Trust Files
State Heritage Branch Files, File No. 10964
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Edinburgh Hotel

MIT:013

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

7 High Street
MITCHAM 5062
Marga! Inn Investments Pty Ltd, c/- Edinburgh Hotel, 7 High Street, Mitcham SA 5062

73
248
5130/151
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

Film/Neg No

Registered, 23 September 1982
National Trust of SA, Classified, File No. 622
Register of the National Estate, 21 October 1993
Mitcham Heritage SuNey, Classification 8

SHR No 6628-10611

A/32
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Edinburgh Hotel
DESCRIPTION
Coursed sandstone building with stuccoed quoins and surrounds and plinth. Decorative mouldings and
pediments to parapets with urns to corners. Hipped corrugated iron roof with rendered chimneys.
Arched window and entrance openings with vermiculated keystone motif and stuccoed surrounds.
Building in two distinct wings with central inset bay and later portico with corrugated iron roof. Double
hung sash windows. Raked verandah to side elevation.

HISTORY
This hotel existed from 1869. R Nesbit was the licensee from 1869-1874.
The absence of a hotel in the village after the death of Henry Taylor in 1864 resulted in two hotels being
licensed, the Mitcham and the Edinburgh.
The north wing of the building was constructed in 1914. John Matthew, a stone cutter and bricklayer built
the north wing extensions. The building was threatened with demolition in 1974, but was restored in
1979 at a cost of $1 00 000.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
One of the earlier hotels in the Mitcham area, this has been in continuous use as a hotel for over 130
years.

References
Hoad, J. L. 1986, Hotels and Publicans in South Australia, 1836-1984, Australian Hotels Association, SA
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide
Mitcham Local History Collection
Norman, W. A. 1954, The History of the City of Mitcham, Corporation of the City of Mitcham, p. 62
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House, 'Rust Hall'

MIT:020

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

12 Pages Road
MITCHAM 5062
Mr R J & Mrs M L Liddy, 12 Pages Road, Mitcham SA 5062
21
248
4281/950
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

Film/Neg No

Registered, 6 May 1982
National Trust of SA, Classified, File No. 22
Register of the National Estate, 21 October 1993
Mitcham Heritage Survey, Classification A

SHR No 6628-10653

8/18
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59

MITCHAM HERITAGE SURVEY

House, 'Rust Hall'
DESCRIPTION
Single storey stone house with hipped slate clad roof. The house features a Mediterranean influenced
loggia to the front elevation which is detailed with circular headed and small stepped headed arches.
The building has been painted white.

HISTORY
One of the first 'gentlemen' to settle in Mitcham village was Arthur Blyth, a young businessman who had
conducted a very successful hardware concern with his brother in Hindley Street. With plenty of ready
cash, Blyth began to look around for a suitable block on which to build a residence. He selected has
large block (allotments 59, 60, 71 and 72) in Mitcham probably around 1846 and then built 'The Hall',
named after his family home in England about 1847-48. Most secondary sources attribute the design of
Rust Hall to George Strickland Kingston but there is no conclusive proof that he was in fact the architect
of the building. However, it is known that Kingston called for tenders in 1856 for alterations and additions
to Blyth's house.
In 1858 the District Council of Mitcham was proclaimed, the first such local governing body to be formed
outside of Adelaide and Blyth was to become its second Chairman. Blyth began his political career in
1855 as member for Yatala in the Parliament which passed the Act giving responsible government to
South Australia. Blyth was knighted in 1877 and had an exceptionally long and successful political
career, holding office in eleven Ministries and being three times Premier. He also held office as Chief
Secretary, Treasurer, Commissioner of Crown Lands and Commissioner of Public Works.
Blyth sold 'Rust Hall' to James Page in 1869. Page, who had lived for about nine years in France and
Germany before coming to South Australia, acted in Adelaide as the Vice-Consul for Switzerland and
Consular-Agent for France for many years. After buying 'Rust Hall', Page had it painted white 'so that it
shone in the sun like marble' and renamed it 'White Hall'. After Page's death in 1913 the property
passed to several different owners and was more or less neglected until purchased by Mr and Mrs
Roupell in 1922 who renamed it 'Rust Hall' and renovated the building.
'Rust Hall' remained in the ownership of the Roupells until 1943 when it was sold to Mr and Mrs I
Hayward, the Hayward family retaining ownership until 1972.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
'Rust Hall' is significant as an example of the villas built by the Adelaide gentry in semi-rural villages
surrounding the city, in this case former Premier, Sir Arthur Blyth. The building is significant for the
extensions which were designed by G S Kingston in 1856. Kingston was responsible for the unusual
colonnade which gives the house its character.

References
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide
State Heritage Branch Files, File No. 10653
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House

MIT:025

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section

cT
Hundred

1 St Michael's Road
MITCHAM 5062
Mr R E & Mrs J A Soeffky, 1 St Michael's Road, Mitcham SA 5062
201
248
,~4391n3o

Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

Film/Neg No

Registered, 4 March 1993
Mitcham Heritage SuNey, Classification A

SHR No 6628-11511

8/15
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61

MITCHAM HERITAGE SURVEY

House
DESCRIPTION
Two storey brick house in modern movement or Inter-War Functionalist styling, with brick parapet
concealing hipped terracotta tiled roof. Brick chimneys and simple brick string course to base of parape~.
Windows are metal framed and the house features metal framed corner windows and a balcony with
brick balustrade to the upper level.

HISTORY
This house was apparently built in 1937.
The designer of the house attempted to find architectural expression solely from the necessary tectonic
forms, in keeping with the European modern movement. Its form is clean and direct, but to achieve this
effect the traditional hipped roof had to be hidden behind the continuous parapet wall. The metal flat
roof was not in use at that time. (Mitcham Heritage Survey).

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
An excellent example of Australian modern domestic architecture which caused quite a stir in its time.

References
Apperly, R., Irving, R., and Reynolds, R. 1989, Identifying Australian Architecture, Angus & Robertson
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide
State Heritage Branch Files, File No. 11511
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Keystone Bridge

MIT:028

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Taylors Road
MITCHAM 5062
City of Mitcham, 131 Belair Road, Torrens Park SA 5062
Mitcham Memorial Reserve
248
GM 165/388
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

Film/Neg No

Registered, 1 September 1983
National Trust of SA, Classified, File No. 2080
Mitcham Heritage Survey, C~ssification A

SHRNo

6628-11549

A/22

Taylor Weidenhofer
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Keystone Bridge
DESCRIPTION
Random rubble bluestone bridge with dressed stone arch and keystone. Coursed dressed sandstone
parapets with capped pillars at ends. Smaller culvert of similar construction to the north.

HISTORY
Built by John Prince in 1866 of local stone, to provide an improved route to Belair for the bullock drays
and other vehicles, bypassing the ford and steeper climb associated with the route through Mugg's Hill
Road.
By the 1860s some of the major roads planned by Colonel Light had been surfaced and were in constant
use. Fullarton Road was the main road from Adelaide to Mitcham and beyond, to Belair and
Coromandel Valley. Unley Road was often an impassable bog, until its upgrading in 1855, when it was
also directly connected with the city, and after which it gradually became the major thoroughfare to the
southern area of Mitcham.
The bridge was used by vehicular traffic until 1982 when the structure was restored by the Mitcham
Council and a bypass road was constructed.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
This bridge is a significant remains associated with the early traffic routes out of Adelaide to the hills area
and the importance of the Mitcham village. The bridge is an important example of a simple but well
constructed single arch stone bridge.

References
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide
Norman, W. A. 1954, The History of the City of Mitcham, Corporation of the City of Mitcham
State Heritage Branch Files, File No. 11549
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SPR:002

House, 'Coreega'
LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

16 Carrick Hill Drive
SPRINGFIELD
Mr H A C Hooper, 127 The Parade, Norwood SA 5067
Pt 198
891
5090/335
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

Registered, 27 September 1990
National Trust of SA, Recorded, File No. 2919
Mitcham Heritage Survey, Classification A

SHR No 6628-11515

Film/Neg No

Taylor Weidenhofer
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House, 'Coreega'
DESCRIPTION
Substantial two storey sandstone building with painted brick quoins. Verandah to front elevation with
simple timber balustrading. Corrugated iron roof with rendered and brick chimneys. Portico entrance is
tiled with slate steps leading down to the driveway. Tudor-Gothic style arch over front door with fanlight
and half sidelights on either side. Shutters to windows.

HISTORY
The first owner of this house was Frank Makin, a sharebroker, who lived there for five years, selling the
property in 1888 to George Riddoch. In 1897 Frank Rymill and his family lived at 'Coreega' while
additions were made to their own home 'Springfield House', situated to the north-east. In 1906 it was
sold to Joseph Florey, the Director of the Standard Boot and Shoe Company in Gawler Place. Joseph
and Bertha Florey lived at 'Coreega' for nearly 13 years, their son Howard Walter being eight years old
when they moved into the house. Howard Florey was educated at St Peter's College and the University
of Adelaide. In 1921 he entered Oxford University as a Rhodes Scholar. He studied in England and
America in the 1920s and became Professor of Pathology at Sheffield University from 1931 for four
years. In 1935 he was appointed Professor of Pathology at Oxford.
Florey was knighted in 1944 and in 1945 shared the Nobel Prize with Dr Ernst Chain for his part in
developing the first antibiotic, penicillin, from a mould discovered by Sir Alexander Fleming in 1928. As
a result of this work, pharmaceutical houses were able to manufacture penicillin in quantity during the
latter stages of the Second World War.
When Joseph Florey died in September 1918 his widow continued living at 'Coreega' for a year before
selling the property to Mrs Antonie Wells and Mrs Rosa Stump. It was passed on to Mrs Stump's
daughter Rosalind, the first wife of Mr Clifford Cornell. In October 1951, 'Coreega' became the joint
property of Clifford Cornell and his second wife Mollie. Extensive subdivision was carried out during the
next decade with Coreega Avenue being created as an access to the new blocks.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
Built in 1882-83 for Mr Frank Makin. 'Coreega' was the boyhood home of Sir Howard Florey, later Lord
Florey, awarded the Nobel Prize for Physiology and Medicine in 1945 as the co-discoverer of penicillin.
The house demonstrates exceptional merit in the construction and finish of a mid-Victorian dwelling.

References
State Heritage Branch Files, File No. 11515
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House, 'Carrick Hill'

SPR:004

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Carrick Hill Drive
SPRINGFIELD
Carrick Hill Trust, 590 Fullarton Road, Springfield SA 5062
292
891
1718/159
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

Registered, 14 August 1986

SHR No 6628-11509

Film/Neg No

Taylor Weidenhofer
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House, 'Carrick Hill'
DESCRIPTION
Two storey, asymmetric, large scale design with typical combination of chimney stacks, gabled and
hipped roof forms with dormers dominating the skyline. The stone building is constructed with English
Renaissance detailing.
HISTORY
Edward Hayward, son of Dudley Hayward (Chairman of Directors of the John Martin's Emporium) was
born in Adelaide in 1903 and educated at St Peters College. From leaving school, Hayward first found
employment as a jackaroo under F S Falkiner and Sons, after which he purchased 'Wairoa', a sheep
holding at Narrabri, New South Wales in 1925. Hayward decided to enter his fathers retailing concern,
serving an apprenticeship with Sydney Snow & Co Ltd. On returning from America in 1932, Hayward
instigated the widely renowned John Martin's Christmas Pageant, first performed in 1933, a service for
which he was later named South Australia's 'Father of the Year' (1973). Hayward's varied contributions
to the community were also recognised by a knighthood in 1961. His career included serving at Tobruk,
New Guinea and Borneo during the Second World War, from which he attained the rank of LieutenantColonel.
After his marriage to Ursula Barr-Smith in 1934, the couple travelled to Europe and gained possession of
the artworks and antiques that now adorn 'Carrick Hill'. Much of the English and Jacobean furniture, oak
panelling, doors, the fireplace and leadlighted windows were purchased through auction from 16th
century Beau Desert Castle, Staffordshire, a former monastery and once the home of Lord Uxbridge,
Earl of Anglesea.
'Carrick Hill' was built between 1937 and 1939 on a 43 hectare site. While in England the Haywards
engaged T R Seddon, FIBD of London to prepare architectural drawings for their new home. The
drawings, one of a ground floor plan and several internal perspectives show a carefully planned U
shaped building, symmetrical about a vertical axis. Seddon's plans were however disregarded. Instead
the Adelaide firm of Woods, Bagot, Laybourne-Smith and Irwin were commissioned to prepare plans for
the present building.
Construction, using Basket Range sandstone, began in 1937. However, after the first building
contractors, Provis and Kuhlmann, receded into bankruptcy, Fricker Brothers continued the work from
1938. The main feature of 'Carrick Hill' is the Waterloo Staircase, so named, according to oral tradition,
after the Marquis of Anglesea's leg was severed during the Battle of Waterloo, thus the staircase was
altered to have very shallow treads. Largely because of the efforts of Lady Ursula a significant collection
of paintings by Gaugin, Streeton, Vuillard and Drysdale hang in 'Carrick Hill'. The house was
bequeathed to the State following Sir Edward's death in 1983 to function as either the Governors
residence, botanic garden, museum or art gallery, the latter of which was chosen.
STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
Carrick Hill is significant as the home of prominent South Australian businessman and philanthropist, Sir
Edward Hayward and Ursula Hayward, renowned art collector. Also significant is that much of the
interior dates back to the sixteenth century, in addition to holding world-recognised works of art and
priceless antiques. Carrick Hill is important because the grand mansion, set amidst a large park
establishes and continues the elite and park like tradition of Springfield.
References
State Heritage Branch Files, File No. 11509
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St Mary's Anglican Church, Cemetery and Fence

STM:004

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

1163-1165 South Road
ST MARYS
Synod of the Church of England in the Diocese of Adelaide Inc, 18 King William Road,
North Adelaide SA 5006
86
41
2131/37
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

Registered, 14 August 1986
National Trust of South Australia
Register of the National Estate

SHR No 6628-11523

Film/Neg No

Taylor Weidenhofer
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St Mary's Anglican Church, Cemetery and Fence
DESCRIPTION
Church of Victorian Gothic influence of random stonework with shaped sandstone to quoins, surrounds,
castellations and bands. Cross shaped plan with annexed porch and bell tower. Stained glass windows.

HISTORY
The Mitcham district was available for selection after May 1838, as it was part of Light's first rural survey.
Pockets of settlement grew up throughout the surveyed area, such as the villages of Mitcham, Unley and
Goodwood and along the South Road. This South Road settlement was centred around the Sturt River,
four hotels and St Mary's church.
This first building used by Anglican settlers as a church was constructed of stringy bark and pise in 1841.
During 1846 and 1847 the stone church was erected a short distance south, apparently to a simple
rectangular plan, to which were added in 1849 the transepts, chancel and vestry, completing the
traditional cruciform shape. The original square tower was 18 feet (6 metres) high. The designer and
builder of St Mary's was Moses Garlick, whose son Daniel Garlick became a significant architect in
Adelaide. The stone for the church is purported to have come from Ayliffe's quarry nearby.
The district around the church became known as St Mary's and more intensive settlement developed
after the South Road route was formalised and sealed in 1850. St Mary's remained the main Anglican
church for the eastern section of Mitcham, and St Michael's, consecrated in 1852, served the same
function for the western section.
In 1870 a further 18 feet was added to the bell tower of St Mary's and it reached its present height of 36
feet (12 metres). Very few external alterations have occurred and those internal rearrangements which
have been made are in a reasonably sympathetic manner.
An important element of the church is the surrounding graveyard which contains the graves of a number
of local and state figures. Significant ones include Sir James Penn Boucaut, Premier during the mid
1870s, judge and Governor, who died in 1911. Earlier settlers include the Laffer family, Benjamin
Herschel Babbage and Captain William O'Halloran who were involved in the beginnings of the wine
industry when the district was being developed agriculturally.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
St Mary's Church, cemetery and fence are a significant part of the establishment of the Anglican Church
in Mitcham and South Australia. The church is an interesting example of Early Victorian Gothic
displaying some fine stone detailing and overall massing. It is the second oldest Anglican Church in
South Australia.

References
State Heritage Branch Files, File No. 11523
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House, 'Torrens Park'; Scotch College

TOR:008

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Carruth Road
TORRENS PARK 5062
Scotch College, Carruth Road, Torrens Park SA 5062
121-126
246
1245/92; 3558/62
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

Film/Neg No

Registered, 19 August 1993
National Trust of SA, Classified, File No. 25
Register of the National Estate, 21 October 1993
Mitcham Heritage SuNey, Classification A

SHR No 6628-10699

E/09
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House, 'Torrens Park'; Scotch College
DESCRIPTION
Large random coursed stone two storey house with Victorian Rustic Gothic influences. The house
features a steeply pitched hipped and gabled roof with decorative bargeboards to gables. A four storey
tower dominates the front elevation of the building over the main entrance, which is flanked by a raked
verandah on timber posts. Chimneys are rendered and surrounds and dressings, including string
courses are of dressed stone.

HISTORY
On the western boundary of the village of Mitcham was the huge Torrens Park estate, home of Sir
Robert Richard Torrens, who built a substantial two storey house in 1853. Torrens was the son of Col.
Robert Torrens, Chairman of the Board of Commissioners who established the Colony of South
Australia. R R Torrens gave his name to the Torrens Title System of land transfer and was also a
prominent member of Parliament. He was also Premier for a short period of 29 days.
In 1866 Torrens Park was sold to Captain, later Sir, Walter Watson Hughes, who made his fortune on the
copper mines which were located on his pastoral leases at Moonta and Wallaroo. Gave a substantial gift
towards the foundation of the University of Adelaide. The house was greatly enlarged in 1872 and in
1874 Hughes sold the property to Robert Barr Smith, a prominent merchant and pastoralist. Barr Smith
owned it until 1919 when it was bought by the trustees of Scotch College.
The grounds featured large conservatories, a tennis court and croquet lawns, an ornamental lake and a
commercial orangery containing some 600 trees along the banks of the creek.
By 1903 the Barr Smiths had moved to a townhouse leaving a caretaker staff at Torrens Park. Shortly
before his death in 1915 Barr Smith loaned the house and part of the grounds to the Army as a
convalescent hospital for wounded soldiers. Some land was sold in 1917 and 1918 and after Joanna's
death in 1919 the rest of the estate was put up for sale by the executors.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
'Torrens Park' is of significance for its association with several prominent South Australian families. The
house was originally built by Robert Richard Torrens, the founder of the Torrens Title System of property
managment. The house was later owned by Walter Watson Hughes, one of the founders of the
University of Adelaide, and the Barr Smith family, prominent pastoralists and merchants. The property
gave its name to the surrounding suburb of Torrens Park and the house remains as a significant example
of the larger Victorian mansions built on the outskirts of Adelaide.

References
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide
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Barr Smith Theatre, 'Torrens Park'; Scotch College

TOR:009

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Carruth Road
TORRENS PARK 5062
Scotch College, Carruth Road, Torrens Park SA 5062
125
246
3754/35
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

Registered, 5 April 1984

SHR No 6628-10657

Film/Neg No
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Barr Smith Theatre, 'Torrens Park'; Scotch College
DESCRIPTION
The theatre is located on the south side of the Scotch College complex, with entry through the
Stevenson wing (1924). The interior was described by Beck as 'a flat roofed rectangle with a stage and
truncated fly tower at one end and a balcony (formerly two boxes) at the other. Access for balcony
spectators is through the right hand alcove and up spiral staircase which projects externally beyond the
boundary of the rectangle . . . Decorations include a restrained Victorian style ceiling set on a curved
cornice of wall-paper mosaics, a large gilt looking glass under the balcony and a row of fluted Ionic
pilasters on chest high pedestals around three sides.' There are two fireplaces with tiled surrounds and
gasoliers remain in the ceiling.

HISTORY
Built c. 1882 forming part of Torrens Park. The Barr-Smiths had purchased the property in 1874 and
made many alterations including the theatre, glass house and stables. The theatre was apparently built
in several stages. The design was the work first of J H Grainger, architect, who designed Albert Bridge,
then W Ashbee of London. Some evidence also suggests that the interior decoration was the work of
William Morris.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
Significant for its association with Robert Barr-Smith and as part of a former grand mansion, Torrens
Park. Also as it was probably Adelaide's first and only private theatre, its historical value is greatly
enhanced. Excellent example of a late Victorian private theatre.

References
Lands Titles Office Records, CT 3558/62; 5183/973
State Heritage Branch Files, File No. 10657
Beck, E., 'The Scotch College Theatre', unpub. essay, Flinders University of SA, 1980?, p. 5
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East Lodge and Fence, 'Torrens Park'

TOR:011

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Muggs Hill Road
TORRENS PARK 5062
Scotch College, Carruth Road, Torrens Park SA 5062
211-126
246
3558/62; 1245/92
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

Film/Neg No

Nominated, 18 June 1982
National Trust of SA, Classified, File No. 2939
Mitcham Heritage Survey, Classification A

SHRNo 6628-11514
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East Lodge and Fence, 'Torrens Park'
DESCRIPTION
Single storey coursed stone building of Neo-Gothic style with bay windows, retaining walls and gateposts.

HISTORY
Built in three stages, the first two slate covered buildings were constructed in the 1850s and 1880s and
the last corrugated sheet metal section was believed to have been built between 1919 and 1927.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
Associated with the 'Torrens Park' house, the gatehouse represents the scale of the original estate, which
was owned by several notable South Australian families including Torrens, Hughes and Barr Smith.

References
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide
State Heritage Branch Files, File No. 11514
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House, Garage and Battery House, 'Urrbrae House'

URR:002

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Claremont Avenue
URRBRAE 5064
University of Adelaide, GPO Box 498, Adelaide SA 5001
101
268
4282/413
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

Film/Neg No

Registered, 24 July 1980
National Trust of SA, Classified, File No. 33
Register of the National Estate, 21 October 1993
Mitcham Heritage SuNey, Classification A

SHR No 6628-10656
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House, Garage and Battery House, 'Urrbrae House'
DESCRIPTION
House: Federation Queen Anne style with steep gabled roofs clad with slate and ribbed brick chimneys.
The house is built into the slope of the hill and features a partially underground lower floor and
surrounding verandah on timber posts with simple timber balustrading. Double hung sash windows are
shuttered.
Garage: timber framed with corrugated iron roof and pressed metal 'weatherboard' walls. External
bracing has been added.
Battery House: brick building with bluestone plinth. Segmental or round arched openings with timber
frames. Hipped and gabled roof with terra cotta finials and ridge trim. Later carport leanto addition to one
side.
HISTORY
The existing house was built on the site of earlier houses during 1890-91 to the design of architect
Charles Howard Marryat in conjunction with E J Woods. Having purchased the Urrbrae property in 1875
by means of a private arrangement with the Hon. Thomas Elder, Peter Waite and his family initially lived
in the smaller house occupying the same site which he purchased from the MacGeorge family. To
provide additional accommodation, he added to it to the north east, constructing what was to become
known as the 'Bachelors Quarters'. Probably as a consequence of his rising wealth and status, he
decided to demolish most of the 'MacGeorge' house and to construct a new house in its place. This is
the house now known as 'Urrbrae House' and is probably the third house to be erected on the same site
and apart from some relatively minor changes, the house remains today as it was originally built. The
house incorporates furnishings and decoration by Adam Heaton and furniture made for Waite in
Edinburgh in 1876.
Born in Scotland in 1834, Peter Waite arrived in South Australia in 1959 and within a few years became
established as a major property holder in the northern pastoral districts on his own account and in
partnership with Thomas Elder. He introduced radical new methods of land management including
fencing and water supply. Waite was later involved with the establishment of the pastoral company Elder
Smith & Co. and was its first Chairman of Directors. He founded Elders Trustee and Executor Co. in
1910. At 'Urrbrae House' he and his family entertained frequently, gaining respect as a cultural leader
within the community. He was offered a knighthood in 1917 but declined on the grounds of his age.
The Power House, also known as the Battery House, was built in 1892 at the same time to 'Urrbrae
House' to provide electrical power to the main house.
The Garage may date from c. 1900 and is the last of the Peter Waite buildings on the site.
STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
'Urrbrae House' is a fine and generally intact example of a wealth man's residence of the late nineteenth
century in suburban Adelaide and expresses the innovative and pioneering character of its owner, Peter
Waite, in a manner drawing together function, form and the newest technology as a benchmark of design
in Australia. The electrical and refrigeration installations are the oldest known examples in South
Australia.

References
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide
State Heritage Branch Files, File No. 10656
Woodhead Australia, 1991, Urrbrae House Conservation and Management Plan, University of Adelaide
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former Gatehouse, 'Urrbrae House'

URR:005

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Cross Road
URRBRAE 5064
University of Adelaide, North Terrace, Adelaide SA 5000
101
268
4282/413
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

Film/Neg No

Registered, 23 September 1982
National Trust of SA, Classified, File No. 1933
Register of the National Estate, 21 October 1993

SHR No 6628-10644

C/28
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former Gatehouse, 'Urrbrae House'
DESCRIPTION
Squared random coursed bluestone with brick quoins, copings, strings, chimney tops and surrounds.
Splayed windows and pointed arch motifs to south facing windows and main entrance give the building
ecclesiastical appearance. Crenellated parapet, large chimney top with corbelled base and steeply
pitched roof. Sandstone window sills, battered bluestone base. Remains of gate post at northwest
corner of building. Asbestos cement shingles to roof.

HISTORY
The gatehouse was built at a similar time to the main house, 'Urrbrae House', for Peter Waite, between
1890-1892.
Having purchased the Urrbrae property in 1875 by means of a private arrangement with the Hon.
Thomas Elder, Peter Waite and his family initially lived in the smaller house occupying the same site
which he purchased from the MacGeorge family. To provide additional accommodation, he added to it
to the north east, constructing what was to become known as the 'Bachelors Quarters'. Probably as a
consequence of his rising wealth and status, he decided to demolish most of the 'MacGeorge' house and
to construct a new house in its place. This is the house now known as 'Urrbrae House' and is probably
the third house to be erected on the same site and apart from some relatively minor changes, the house
remains today as it was originally built. The house incorporates furnishings and decoration by Adam
Heaton and furniture made for Waite in Edinburgh in 1876.
Born in Scotland in 1834, Peter Waite arrived in South Australia in 1959 and within a few years became
established as a major property holder in the northern pastoral districts on his own account and in
partnership with Thomas Elder. He introduced radical new methods of land managment including fencing
and water supply. Waite was later involved with the establishment of the pastoral company Elder Smith
& Co. and was its first Chairman of Directors. He founded Elders Trustee and Executor Co. in 1910. At
'Urrbrae House' he and his family entertained frequently, gaining respect as a cultural leader within the
community. He was offered a knighthood in 1917 but declined on the grounds of his age.
Frederick Couzens, the head gardener for the Urrbrae property, lived in the gatehouse with his family.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
This building is significant for its architectural merit and for its historical associations with Peter Waite
and his property 'Urrbrae', for which the building was the gatehouse.

References
Lands Titles Office Records, CT 987/53
State Heritage Branch Files, File No. 10644
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Plant Pathology House, Garden and Implement Shed, Waite
Agricultural Research Institute

URR:OOS

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Waite Road
URRBRAE 5064
University of Adelaide, GPO Box 498, Adelaide SA 5001
101
268
4282/413
Adelaide
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Plant Pathology House, Garden and Implement Shed, Waite
Agricultural Research Institute
DESCRIPTION
Plant Pathology House: Georgian styled brick building with gabled roof clad with terracotta tiles. Central
bay with rendered quoins and arch with keystone over the entrance. Multi-paned windows.
Garden: remains of the original garden of Urrbrae House include paths, hedges, tennis courts, some
trees and the carriage loop.
Implement Shed: random coursed bluestone building with brick quoins and surrounds.
corrugated iron roof. Later leanto structure at south end.

Gabled

HISTORY
Built in 1929 the Plant Pathology House (or Pot House, as it was also known), is one of the earliest
buildings of the Waite Institute, and the first built during the period of expansion of the Institute supported
by later benefactors. It was possibly designed by Woods, Bagot, Jory and Laybourne Smith, who were
the architects of the main building of the Waite Institute.
The garden and 'home paddock' surrounding the house were enclosed by fencing and hedges. The
garden was established and evolved from the 1874 period onwards. Much of this is still in evidence,
including original paths, hedges, tennis courts,-some tre_es, remnants of lavender walks and the tear-drop
carriage loop.
The first substantial building constructed by the Waite Institute was the Implement Shed, which dates
from 1926. It was built in similar proportions to a building dating from Peter Waite's occupation of the
property, which it replaced.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
These buildings are either directly associated with Peter Waite's occupation of the property or were early
buildings constructed for the Waite Institute.

References
National Estate Register
State Heritage Branch Files
Woodhead Australia, 1991, Urrbrae House Conservation Management Plan, Report for the University of
Adelaide.
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Coachhouse and Stables, 'Urrbrae House'; Waite
Agricultural Research Institute

URR:009

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Waite Road
URRBRAE 5064
University of Adelaide, GPO Box 498, Adelaide SA 5001
101
268
4282/413
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

Identified
Register of the National Estate, 21 October 1993

SHR No 6628-14678

C/33
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Coachhouse and Stables, 'Urrbrae House'; Waite
Agricultural Research Institute
DESCRIPTION
Random coursed bluestone building with U-shaped plan. Gabled corrugated iron roof with brick trims to
gable ends and rendered coping. Decorative straps to chimneys. Loft to one section. Circular louvred
vents to gable ends. Large door openings. New iron and glazed structure over former central courtyard.

HISTORY
Although the construction date of this building has not been determined, it is apparent that it is older than
'Urrbrae House', which was built 1890-92. As a farming estate, buildings such as stables and storage
sheds would form an important part of the functioning of Peter Waite's property and this building remains
as the oldest on the Waite site.
The building incorporated stables in the central section, with coachhouse in the south wing and staff
quarters and storerooms in the north wing. After the establishment of the Waite Agricultural Research
Institute, the southern section of the building became the first laboratories and was also used to store
samples.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
This building is associated with Peter Waite's occupation of the property as part of the group of buildings
forming the hub of his estate. The building is also important as the site of the first laboratory of the
Waite Agricultural Research Institute, which was established after Waite's donation of the property to the
South Australian Government.

References
National Estate Register
State Heritage Branch Files
Woodhead Australia, 1991, Urrbrae House Conservation Management Plan, Report for the University of
Adelaide
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former Caretaker's House, Waite Agricultural Research
Institute

URR:010

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Waite Road
URRBRAE 5064
University of Adelaide, GPO Box 498, Adelaide SA 5001
101
268
4282/413
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

Registered, 4 March 1993
Register of the National Estate, 21 October 1993

SHR No 6628-14340
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former Caretaker's House, Waite Agricultural Research
Institute
DESCRIPTION
Five roomed cottage of random coursed bluestone with brick quoins and surrounds and hipped
corrugated iron roof with projecting gabled bay. Small front porch and leanto addition to the rear.

HISTORY
This cottage, also known as Healey Cottage, was built in the 1890s as staff accommodation for the
Urrbrae property. From 1908 until 1916 the Payne family lived in the cottage. Frederick William Payne
was the Urrbrae maintenance man and among other responsibilities, looked after the generator and
power plant installed to provide electricity to the main house.
From 1925 when the Waite Institute began operation, until 1961, Norm and Nancy Adams lived at the
cottage. James and Sarah Healey lived in the cottage from 1965 until 1976, James being the caretaker
for the Waite Institute.
Between 1876 and the 1980s the cottage was used by the Agronomy section to store equipment. After
this it was set up as study rooms for post graduate students.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
This building is associated with Peter Waite's occupation of the property as part of the group of buildings
forming the hub of his estate. The building is also important for its association with the Waite
Agricultural Research Institute, which was established after Waite's donation of the property to the South
Australian Government.

References
State Heritage Branch Files, File No. 14340
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Main Building, Waite Agricultural Research Institute

URR:011

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Waite Road
URRBRAE 5064
University of Adelaide, North Terrace, Adelaide SA 5000
101
268
4282/413
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

Film/Neg No

Registered, 4 March 1993
Register of the National Estate, 21 October 1993
Mitcham Heritage SuNey, Classification A

SHR No 6628-14341
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Main Building, Waite Agricultural Research Institute
DESCRIPTION
Georgian Revival style two and three storey brick building with side and rear wings. Hipped roof clad
with terracotta tiles with brick chimneys. Front entrance is surmounted by shield and garland relief
sculpture and portico to one wing. Circular window in gable pediment and timber framed small paned
windows to building with shutters to some windows.
HISTORY
Born in Scotland in 1834, Peter Waite arrived in South Australia in 1959 and within a few years became
established as a major property holder in the northern pastoral districts on his own account and in
partnership with Thomas Elder. He introduced radical new methods of land management including
fencing and water supply. Waite was later involved with the establishment of the pastoral company Elder
Smith & Co. and was its first Chairman of Directors. He founded Elders Trustee and Executor Co. in
1910. At his property, 'Urrbrae House', which he purchased in 1875, he and his family entertained
frequently, gaining respect as a cultural leader within the community.
Throughout his pastoral career, Waite's activities related to the practical application of research rather
than the academic. In 1913 he consolidated his beliefs that primary producers should apply science to
the land by proposing to the University of Adelaide that he would donate his property 'Urrbrae' for an
agricultural and forestry research unit. With his purchase of Netherby Estate and Claremont the area of
land to be donated to the University amounted to 229 acres. After his death in 1922 the property came
into the possession of the University and it was resolved that the estate be named the 'Waite Agricultural
Research Unit'. The first staff appointments were made in 1924 and the Institute opened in 1925.
After a donation of £10 000 from John Melrose, a prominent pastoralist from Ulooloo near Peterborough
and a promise of funding from the state government, work began on the Melrose Laboratory, to the
designs of Woods, Bagot, Jory and Laybourne Smith. The foundation stone was laid on 26 January
1928 and the building was completed in April 1929. The family of the late John Darling donated £10 000
for a laboratory for soils research which would be an extension of the Melrose building. The foundation
stone of the Darling Wing was laid on 14 April 1930 and the laboratories were opened on 16 September
1930. John Mortlock and his mother Rosye Forsyth Mortlock donated £10 000 in memory of their
younger brother and son, Ranson, for the construction of the Ranson Mortlock laboratory for research
into soil erosion and the regeneration of pastures. Mrs Mortlock laid the foundation stone on 3 May 1937
and the building was opened on 26 April 1938.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
The Main Building is historically important as the physical development of Peter Waite's vision for an
Agricultural Institute. It is significant architecturally as the work of Woods, Bagot, Jory and Laybourne
Smith and as one of the few South Australian buildings in the Georgian Revival style. It is enhanced by
the stately Avenue of Elms in the 'grand vista' landscape manner.

References

State Heritage Branch Files, File No. 14341
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Waite Arboretum

URR:012

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Waite Road
URRBRAE 5064
University of Adelaide, GPO Box 498, Adelaide SA 5001
101
268
4282/413
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

Registered, 23 April1992
Register of the National Estate, 21 October 1993

SHR No 6628-14118
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Waite Arboretum
DESCRIPTION
Arboretum consisting of variety of tree species including Eucalyptus, Me/aleuca, Pistacia, Pyrus,
Arbutus, Quercus, Pinus and other conifers.

HISTORY
After arriving in Australia in 1859 and becoming involved in several large sheep stations in the north of
South Australia, Peter Waite moved to a large holding of land at Glen Osmond in 1877 comprising some
134 acres (54.22 ha) on which he built a large house, known as Urrbrae House. Waite's interests in the
pastoral and agricultural industries in South Australia were reflected in his generosity, when in 1914 he
bequeathed his property to the University of Adelaide for the purposes of establishing an agricultural
research institute. Waite purchased Netherby Estate (112 acres) and Claremont (53 acres) adjoining
Urrbrae in 1915, which were also donated to the University.
The original deed of gift specified that half the land should be set aside as a park or garden and the
University Council decided that this area could appropriately be developed as an arboretum, to grow and
study trees suited to local conditions. In 1928 the first trees were planted, under the direction of Mr F A
Couzens, Senior Gardener.
The aim of the arboretum was to demonstrate the value of trees and shrubs for shelter and ornament
and their adaptability to local soil and climatic conditions. Three areas were proposed, one for native
trees, one for exotics and one with the best of both planted in mixed groups for aesthetic effect.
However this original plan was not successful, owing to several factors including the grazing of sheep in
the area and the poor survival rate of many of the early plantings.
The collection now consists of about 1,500 trees, including one of the most extensive collection of
eucalypts in existence making up 80% of the species of which many are the only specimens in South
Australia.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
Established in 1928 as part of the Agricultural Research Institute founded under the Waite bequest to the
University of Adelaide, the arboretum is of significance as a unique horticultural research facility to
demonstrate the natural growth of trees in the Adelaide climate, and as one of the city's major green
areas for passive recreation.

References
Advertiser, 14 August 1928
Gillen, J & J, 1986, Trees of Significance in South Australia, National Trust of SA
Register, 14 August 1928
State Heritage Branch Files, File No. 14118
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RECOMMENDATIONS: STATE HERITAGE AREAS

The brief for the study states:
The criteria and report format for a State Heritage Area closely follow those required for a recommendation
for the Register. However, an area will be of greater extent, and will normally be made up of a large number
of land parcels.
The significance of a State Heritage Area should rest on qualities which are exceptional, not commonplace,
and it should constitute a continuous and unified area comprised for the most part of significant fabric, and
relatively free from unsympathetic intrusions. Individual places of particular significance within the area
should be identified and described.
The boundary of a State Heritage Area should be clearly defined, following cadastral boundaries where
possible, and simple in outline. It should take in the continuously significant area without the addition of
buffer zones.

The suburb of Colonel Light Gardens previously nominated as a State Heritage Area was officially
supported by the State Heritage Authority during the course of the survey.
No other area within the survey boundaries was considered to be worthy of recommendation as a State
Heritage Area.
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RECOMMENDATIONS: STATE HERITAGE PLACES

The Heritage Act 1993 provides the statutory basis for criteria under which places are assessed for
inclusion in the State Heritage Register. There must be a process of selection, assessment and critical
judgement involved in the inclusion of places in the Register. A place is of heritage value if it satisfies
one or more of the following criteria:
a)

it demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the State's history; or

b)

it has rare, uncommon or endangered qualities that are of cultural significance; or

c)

it may yield information that will contribute to the understanding of the State's history, including its
natural history; or

d)

it is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of cultural significance; or

e)

it demonstrates a high degree of creative, aesthetic or technical accomplishment or is an
outstanding representative of particular construction techniques or design characteristics; or

f)

it has strong cultural or spiritual associations for the community or a group within it; or

g)

it has special association with the life or work of a person or organisation or an event of historical
importance.

If a place meets one or more of these criteria it may be eligible for inclusion in the Register. The place
must also be of significant aesthetic, architectural, historical, cultural, archaeological, technological or
scientific interest before it can be included in the Register.
The following places are recommended for inclusion in the State Heritage Register and on the Register
of the National Estate as a result of this study which takes into account historical research, fieldwork and
criteria established under Section 16 of the Heritage Act 1993.
..
..
•
•
..
•
..
..
..
..
..

Nunyara Conference Centre and Chapel, 5 Burnell Road, Belair (BEL:002)
Retreat House, 29-31 Gloucester Road, Belair (BEL:003)
Sleeps Hill Quarries, off High Street, Belair (BEL:005)
Manure Pits, Brownhill Creek Road, Brownhill Creek (BHC:003)
Wittunga Botanic Garden, Shepherd's Hill Road, Blackwood (BKW:011)
former Biscuit and Jam Factory, 181 Coromandel Parade, Coromandel Valley (COR:001)
Cabra Convent, Boarding School, Chapel and Gatehouse, 225 Cross Road, Cumberland Park
(CUM:002)
St Vincent de Paul; former Bosley Pottery and House, Abbotshall Road, Hawthorn (HAW:001)
Hawthorn Child Care Centre; former Dr Frayne's House and Surgery, 110 Belair Road, Hawthorn
(HAW:004)
Cowan Building, Bedford Industries, Goodwood Road, Panorama (PAN:002)
'Springfield House', 2 Elmglade Road, Springfield (SPR:005)

These places are indicated on Figures 5.1 to 5.8.
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Nunyara Conference Centre and Chapel
Address
Suburb

BEL:002

5 Burnell Drive
BELAIR 5052

ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
Description
The conference centre comprises a single storeyed, narrow rectangular building built at the turn of the
century. It was three separate pavilions that have been linked by infill buildings. It is built of freestone
with brick quoins and surrounds and a red tiled hipped and gabled roof. The building has turned timber
posts to the verandah. It is a fine example of Federation architecture in South Australia and is set within
large grounds with tennis courts and old fruit trees.
Nunyara Chapel, located to the east of the original sanatorium is essentially an external metal frame
within which a glass box exists. The glass walls of the chapel are set in from the frame creating a
verandah that encircles the building. The Chapel is located on a sloping site so that it is single storey at
one end and double storey at the other. The first floor of the building sits on stone walls and at the
entrance to the building there is a large stone wall. It is well positioned in a site full of large trees, taking
advantage of its site and the views obtainable from the location.
Statement of heritage value
Established in 1902 by Dr Arthur Gault, the Nunyara Conference Centre was purpose-built as a
sanatorium for the treatment of the disease, tuberculosis. The location, facilities and design of the
building that comprised Nunyara were at the cutting edge of the treatment of this disease. Nunyara
Chapel is an excellent design and a fine example of 1960s architecture.

Relevant criteria
(a)

demonstrates important aspects of the State's history in illustrating the turn of the century 'best
practice' treatment for people with the feared disease tuberculosis.

(d)

it is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of cultural significance in that, of
the few sanatoriums built that remain, Nunyara retains many of its specific design features that
characterise its original purpose.

(e)

the Nunyara Chapel demonstrates a high degree of creative and aesthetic accomplishment as a
fine example of 1960s architecture.

Recommendation
It is recommended that the Nunyara Conference Centre and Chapel be entered in the State Heritage
Register.

Taylor Weidenhofer

103

MITCHAM HERITAGE SURVEY

Nunyara Conference Centre and Chapel
Address
Suburb

5 Burnell Drive
BELAIR 5052

HERITAGE VALUE

Criterion (a) it demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the State's history.
Originally the Nunyara Conference Centre was a home for the treatment of the dreaded disease,
tuberculosis. It was established in 1902 by Dr Arthur Gault (previously employed as the first director of
the Kalyra Sanatorium) to accommodate 16 patients in the best environment and with the best
equipment then available. The facilities and design of Nunyara ware said to follow the latest European
and English models and no expense or trouble was spared.
Although not the first TB sanatorium established in South Australia, it was particularly designed to suit its
purpose and represents the 'best practice' of the treatment of this disease at the turn of the century in
South Australia. Its location, Belair was considered an ideal site (as is evidenced by the construction of
Kalyra nearby) due to its climatic conditions as well as its isolation from the main population centre.
Tuberculosis at that time was regarded as a curable disease - although insidious and intractable. The
available drugs were considered to be of little value; the 'open air' treatment was considered best
practice. Belair was thought to have an excellent climate for curing TB with its dry bracing air; low
rainfall and reduced summer temperatures. Dr Gault used as his model the treatment devised by Dr
Walther at Nordrach which had been judged to be very successful. His overall aim was to raise the
general physical tone of the patients by the open air, a good diet and plenty of rest and recreation.
It is not known for how long it functioned as a TB sanatorium but during the Second World War it was
taken over by the RAAF and used to provide temporary accommodation for men returning from overseas
service.
By the close of the Second World War, anti-tuberculous antibiotics had been developed and were
beginning to be used. Although there were difficulties encountered with the side effects and the
organism's rapid development of resistance to the new drugs, slowly the disease was combated and it
lost much of the dread that had been associated with it for hundreds of years.
In 1946 the Nunyara complex was bought by the Methodist Church and was renamed the Methodist
Memorial Youth Centre. Youth camps were held at the centre. In the 1950s further buildings were
added and its role shifted to that of a conference centre, seminar venue and retreat house.
In line with the function of the complex as a conference centre, Symons House was opened in 1975. It
provides five self-contained units for small groups and families on the first floor.
In 1987 Nunyara was developed to accommodate a greater number of day and residential seminars,
conferences and workshops. In that year the dining room was refurbished and a new reception area and
manager's residence constructed.

Criterion (d) it is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of cultural
significance.
Although not the first TB sanatorium established in South Australia, Nunyara was one of the early TB
treatment centres established. It was particularly designed to suit its purpose and well represents the
treatment of this disease in South Australia.
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The first TB sanatorium (now demolished) to be established in South Australia was established in the mid
1880s in the grounds of the Botanic Gardens. In 1895 Kalyra (now substantially altered) was opened at
Belair. Nunyara followed, opened in 1902. There were other sanatoriums established; at Bedford Park
(now demolished), at Myrtle Bank, at a ward in the grounds of the Keswick Army Barracks, at what is now
the Hampstead Centre at Northfield, established in the 1920s, and in the Flinders Ranges to name but a
few.
As stated, Nunyara was established by Dr A Gault who had been the Chief Medical Officer at Kalyra.
Gault ensured that every aspect of his new sanatorium was designed with care. The complex is now a
single storeyed, narrow rectangular building built at the turn of the century. It was three separate
pavilions that have been linked by infill buildings. It is built of freestone with brick quoins and surrounds
and a red tiled hipped and gabled roof. The building has turned timber posts to the verandah. It is a fine
example of Federation architecture in South Australia and is set within large grounds with tennis courts
and old fruit trees.
The three pavilions at Nunyara included one for men, one for women and the administration, dining room
and kitchen block. The building materials were chosen because they were thought to reduce the
temperature. Each room was designed to allow air (but not draughts) and light to enter and every room
was provided with a lavatory basin, hot and cold water, electric bells, a hot water radiator and deep
drainage. All corners in the complex were rounded, the floors polished and the woodwork and furniture
specially designed to ensure cleanliness and hygiene. The garden contained such things as a revolving
shelter, a simple gabled roofed building with openable flaps to allow air to penetrate, that could be
positioned to catch the sun. The patient lay on a bed inside.
All of the former tuberculous sanatoriums have changed their function. The nearby and purpose-built
Kalyra has been altered substantially to accommodate its new use as part of an aged care complex and
is now surrounded by many new buildings.
Nunyara has not escaped alterations. The original pavilion buildings have been altered. Alterations to
each building include the provision of linking structures to join all three buildings into a continuous one.
Necessarily, some end walls have been removed. The linking buildings have raked or flat roofs that are
linked into the original pavilions at a point under the original buildings' roofline. At the rear of the
buildings, in several places, new facilities have been added, such as bathrooms and kitchens, usually
built out of red brick with raked roofs. Their position ensures that they are not obvious.
Internally, walls have been punctured to allow access to these new facilities. The most significant
internal alterations have occurred to the most eastern pavilion where internal walls have been removed
to create a large dining space. The building has been gutted and flows into the linking structure that
connects it to the next pavilion. Only the external walls remain. The remaining buildings are more
intact, but still reflect a number of alterations. The alterations made to the building do damage its
integrity and it is for this reason that only the external walls, verandah and roof of the original buildings
are recommended for inclusion in the State Heritage Register. The external appearance of the former
sanatorium is recognisable and it is still one of the best remaining and earliest examples of a purpose
built TB sanatorium in South Australia and it represents the treatment of this disease in the early days of
the twentieth century.

Criterion (e) it demonstrates a high degree of creative, aesthetic or technical accomplishment or
is an outstanding representative of particular construction techniques or design characteristics.

Nunyara Chapel, located to the east of the original sanatorium is an excellent design and a fine example
of 1960s architecture. Its structure is essentially an external metal frame within which a glass box exists.
The glass walls of the chapel are set in from the frame creating a verandah that encircles the building.
The Chapel is located on a sloping site so that it is single storey at one end and double storey at the
other. The first floor of the building sits on stone walls and at the entrance to the building there is a large
stone wall. It is well positioned in a site full of large trees, taking advantage of its site and the views
obtainable from the location.
Nunyara Chapel was opened in May 1963. Its architects, Cheesman, Ooley, Brabham and Neighbour
received an Architectural Award of Merit from the RAIA (SA Chapter) in 1966. In the RAIA's Register of
Taylor Weidenhofer
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Significant Twentieth Century Architecture the significance of the building is said to lie in its "successful
integration of the building's spiritual quality and its relevance to daily life. The first is achieved through
its relationship to the wooded site, city view and the simple dignity of the detail. The second arises from
its domestic form, scale, construction and materials (seen in 'contemporary' houses)- the idea of a
church not being a place apart. The bell-tower identifies the building's purpose."
The building was upgraded in 1984 and is now used for seminars and weddings. It seats 150 people.

References
Aeuckens, A. 1989, More about Mitcham, City of Mitcham, Adelaide, pp. 128-29
Burgess, H. T. 1909, The Cyclopedia of South Australia, 1909, p. 132
Mitcham Local History Collection, files for Belair
RAJA's Register of Significant Twentieth Century Architecture

Interview with Dennis Chapman and others, Nunyara & Uniting Church, June 1995

106

Taylor Weidenhofer

MITCHAM HERITAGE SURVEY

Nunyara Conference Centre and Chapel

SITE RECORD

Location

5 Burnell Drive, Belair

Description

Conference centre and related facilities

Boundary

External walls of the original TB sanatorium and chapel buildings only; the
other buildings on the same land parcel are not of heritage value

Land Description

Lot 7, Part Section 1049A, Hd Adelaide, CT 3273/54

Local Government

City of Mitcham

Owner

Uniting Church in Australia
South Australia Property Trust
33 Pirie Street
Adelaide SA 5000

Use

Conference centre

Condition

Good

Other Assessments

Significant Twentieth Century Architecture, AHC

Heritage Status

SHR Nominated, File No. 10595

Photographs

3: 29 and 30

Report By

Robyn Taylor
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Nunyara Conference Centre and Chapel
BELAIR

1 : 2 500
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Nunyara Conference Centre and Chapel
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Nunyara Conference Centre and Chapel
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Retreat House
Address
Suburb

BEL:003

29-31 Gloucester Avenue
BELAIR 5052

ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE

Description
The grand but plain freestone and brick Institutional building is comprised of two separate wings linked
by a central entrance area and two staircases to the upper floor. The western end of one wing has been
added late.
Internally the main building is extremely plain and completely without decoration. Its bedrooms are very
small. In some cases, two rooms have been linked by the removal of internal walls and bathrooms have
also been created. Some rooms are slightly larger and some of these rooms have fireplaces.
At the rear of this building, and running at a 90° angle to it are two older buildings, one of which may
have been a house, the other a barn. This former house is now a collection of small rooms, converted to
uses such as kitchens, store rooms and dining rooms.
The only other building on the site runs parallel to the former cottage and is a lapped board, timber
framed construction that was used as a chapel. It is an unusual building with extremely high walls and
ceiling space. Parts of this have been added and there have been many modifications to the original
structure.

Statement of heritage value
The former Home for Inebriates is significant in that it represents the nineteenth century treatment of
alcoholism, and appears to be the only such facility built in South Australia at that time.

Relevant criteria
(b)

has rare, uncommon or endangered qualities that are of cultural significance in representing the
nineteenth century treatment of alcoholism.

(d)

is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of cultural significance, in that it
well represents nineteenth century buildings built to accommodate society's 'unfortunates' in stark,
institutional surroundings.

Recommendation
It is recommended that 'Retreat House' be entered in the State Heritage Register.
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Retreat House
Address
Suburb

29-31 Gloucester Avenue
BELAIR 5052

HERITAGE VALUE

Criterion (b) it has rare, uncommon or endangered qualities that are of cultural significance.
This building was originally constructed as a treatment centre for alcoholics of both sexes and operated
as such between the years of 1877 to 1907. It was initially called the 'Home for Inebriates' and later
'Hope Lodge' (in 1893). It was the first of a number of hospitals or sanatoria to be opened in the Mitcham
Hills and seems to be the only nineteenth century example of its kind in South Australia.
Its significance lies in its representation of the treatment (although remarkably unsuccessful) for the
problem of alcoholism in the nineteenth century. It would appear to be the only nineteenth century
facility built in South Australia for the treatment of alcoholism.
The origins of the construction of this 'home' lay in an Act of Parliament (the Inebriates Act) passed in
1874 giving the power to form a home or retreat under licence from the Governor. The Government
promised financial support the venture and during 1874 enough money was raised privately to
commence. A Board of Management was elected in January 1875.
The Board initially looked at land at Magill for the site of the 'home', but George Fife An gas, a Board
member, sold them 83 acres of land at Belair for the low price of £9 per acre. This was an ideal location
as it was totally isolated at that time. In addition the Board purchased further land from John Cornish on
which a house and productive orchard was sited. Cornish's house was modified and opened in 1877 with
accommodation for twelve patients and a supervisor.
Soon further accommodation was needed and a large, austere two storeyed building was erected in
1883, designed by the architects, Cumming and Davis. The building is a two-storeyed stone building
with brick quoins and surrounds to windows and doors, a brick plinth, bluestone footings and a gable in
the centre of the facade. It was built by D J Hewett of Blackwood from stone quarried from Sheoak Hill,
a quarry reserve on the edge of the Belair Recreation Park. Some of the inmates were employed to
construct the building. At a later date, John Howard Angas donated £1 000 to enable the construction of
some additions to the building.
It seemed that the Inebriates Home was not totally successful even in the early days. When the main
building was opened on 17 May 1883 by the Governor, The Adelaide Observer commented that the
number of inmates was very small, considering the numbers of persons addicted to drink in the colony.
In early 1882, the monthly average of people staying at the home was only ten.
In 1906 a Royal Commission was held on the question of the treatment of inebriates. A former
administrator of the home, then called 'Hope Lodge' was questioned. Reverend W L Morton had been in
charge of Hope Lodge and had lived on site for ten years (until 1903). It would appear that the home
was never very successful, funding being a constant problem. Reverend Morton stated that problems
included friends and family bringing alcohol to the inmates and the nearby location of the Belair Hotel.
It would appear that Morton received his clients in part by using his powers as a special constable to
confine anyone sent to the courts in a case involving the abuse of alcohol. Some inmates stayed at the
home voluntarily. Others were certified by doctors as being unable to look after themselves, and
magistrates could confine them to the home for a period of six to twelve months. The home also took a
few cases involving morphine addiction. Whilst in the home, the inmates were fenced in and no one was
allowed to enter without permission. However, regular 'escapes' occurred.

112

Taylor Weidenhofer

MITCHAM HERITAGE SURVEY

Within the home, there was of course total abstinence from alcohol. The sexes were also isolated from
each other. It is not entirely clear what the inmates did with their time, some being private patients and
others not. It does not seem that they worked the land. The land had been used as pasture land for
dairy cattle and as an apple and pear orchard (which was in poor condition by 1887). Inmates were
provided with a furnished bedroom, library, piano, games and woodwork and the 'ladies' with a summer
house.
The prevailing attitude to alcoholism was that there was no medical cure for the condition, and one could
only combat it through "moral strength begot through Christian religion." It would seem that the
treatment offered at 'Hope Lodge' was abstinence from alcohol, religion and isolation for a period of time.
Is it any wonder that Morton was disheartened and believed that it was not possible to cure alcoholism by
any means. He stated to the Commission that it was hopeless and that he had a failure rate of 95%.
The home probably closed in about 1906. In 1907 it was offered for sale, but remained unsold and
unused for many years. It was offered to the Defence Department in 1915 as a place of convalescence
for returned soldiers but refused.
It appears to have remained unused for over thirty years. Two unmarried sisters, Doretha and Caroline
Yeatman lived as tenants in the old cottage. In 1941 the Anglican Church bought the cottage, the former
'Hope Lodge' (by then derelict) and a few acres of land. It was renovated, renamed Retreat House and
opened in 1942. Since then it has functioned as a retreat house and conference centre. For a period of
20 years it was run by the Sisters from the Community of the Holy Name.

Criterion (d) it is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of cultural
significance.

Architecturally the complex is quite interesting. The grand but plain freestone and brick Institutional
building is only one of the buildings that make up the complex.
At the rear of this building, and running at a 90° angle to it are two older buildings, one of which may
have been a house, the other a barn. It may be that the former house is Cornish's house, used as the
Home from 1877 until the new building was built in 1883. If this is the case there must have been two
houses on the land parcel when the Board bought it. One house, known as the Gustav House, was
demolished in c. 1967. This former house is now a collection of small rooms, converted to uses such as
kitchens, store rooms and dining rooms.
Joining this building at a 90° angle is the chapel. Believed to be a former barn, it is an unusual building
with extremely high walls and ceiling space. Parts of this have been added and there have been many
modifications over the life of this building.
The 1883 main insitutional building is comprised of two separate wings linked by a central entrance area
and two staircases to the upper floor. The western end of one wing has clearly been added later,
probably reflecting J H Angas' donation.
Internally the main building is extremely plain and completely without decoration. Its bedrooms are very
small. In some cases, two rooms have been linked by the removal of internal walls and bathrooms have
also been created. Some rooms are slightly larger and were probably lounges for the inmates. Some of
these rooms have fireplaces. Otherwise the building is without heating. Two staircases exist, side by
side, one half of the building was for men, the other for women.
The only other building on the site runs parallel to the former cottage and is a lapped board, timber
framed construction that was used as a chapel.
The former Home for Inebriates well represents its original purpose. It is a very stark, plain insitutional
building that is typical of such buildings built by charitable bodies for 'unfortunates' in the nineteenth
century. It is not a particularly easy building to envisage a new use for, with its tiny rooms, lack of fire
protection, or heating. Nevertheless, it well represents what it was built to be.
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References

Aeuckens, A. 1989, More About Mitcham, City of Mitcham, Adelaide, pp. 124-27
Information provided by Betty Ashton, April 1995
Local History files for Belair, File LH BEL BU0001 Retreat House.
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Retreat House

SITE RECORD

Religious Buildings- The Anglican Church of Australia 'Retreat House'

Location

29-31 Gloucester Avenue, Belair

Description

Masonry two-storeyed building and other masonry buildings on site

Boundary

Retreat house, former cottage and chapel only

Land Description

Part Section 1144 A, Hd Adelaide, CT 3190/13

Local Government

City of Mitcham

Owner

Synod of Diocese of Adelaide
The Anglican Church of Australia
c/- Retreat House
29- 31 Gloucester Avenue
Belair SA 5052

Use

Place of retreat and conference centre

Condition

Good

Other Assessments

Mitcham Heritage Survey, Classification A, NTF 2268

Heritage Status

SHR Nominated, File No. 11507

Photographs

3:22

Report By

Robyn Taylor
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Sleeps Hill Quarries
Address
Suburb

BEL:005

off High Street
BELAIR 5052

ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE

Description
Complex of disused quarry sites scattered over a wide area. Some remnants of processing activities
remain in the lower sections of the site which is surrounded by a fenced and marked walking trail.

Statement of heritage value ·
Worked from 1916 to about 1950, the quarries at Sleeps Hill are considered to be significant because
they illustrate a typical pre-War quarry. Small scale quarries such as Sleeps Hill (and there were many
in this area) have become no longer viable because of changed methods of operation and changing
attitudes to worker safety. Sleeps Hill is important because it is intact and clearly displays the
technologies and methods used to quarry and process the rock. There are very few unfilled or intact
quarries remaining from this period that are so accessible.

Relevant criteria
(d)

is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of cultural significance in illustrating
an intact pre-Second World War quarry that reveals quarrying methods and technologies.

Recommendation
It is recommended that the Sleeps Hill Quarries be entered in the State Heritage Register.

Taylor Weidenhofer

MITCHAM HERITAGE SURVEY

Sleeps Hill Quarries
Address
Suburb

off High Street
BELAIR 5052

HERITAGE VALUE

Criterion (d) it is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of cultural
significance.

The quarries at Sleeps Hill are considered to be significant because it best illustrates a typical quarry
developed and operated prior to the Second World War. The technology used to extract and process the
rock is no longer used. Small scale quarries such as Sleeps Hill (and there were many in this area) have
become no longer viable because of changed methods of operation and changing attitudes to worker
safety. Sleeps Hill is important because it is intact and clearly displays the technologies and methods
used to quarry and process the rock. There are very few unfilled or intact quarries remaining from this
period that are so accessible.
The following account is taken from a pamphlet produced by the Department of Mines and Energy in
1990 entitled 'Sleeps Hill Quarries - A guide to the walking trait and from discussions with Greg Drew
from Mines and Energy.
The Sleeps Hill Quarries were opened in 1916 by A H Birt. There were twelve separate quarries,
developed in two separate beds of quartzite which crop out on both sides of a steep valley overlooking
Adelaide. The lower outcrops were quarried initially, followed by the higher outcrops, to the east and
higher up the valley.
In 1919 Adelaide Quarries Limited took over the concern. During the 1920s the quarries were one of the
leading producers of crushed rock in South Australia, employing up to 100 men. The rock was used as
aggregate and sand for a variety of construction purposes. The Depression curtailed the operations and
quarrying eventually ceased in about 1950.
The geology of the rocks indicates that they were formed as a result of sand and silt being deposited in a
shallow water environment, such as a coastline or delta. These sediments were converted to quartzite
and slate and were folded and faulted about 450 to 500 million years ago. About 50 million years ago
the area was uplifted during the time when the Mount Lofty Ranges were created.
The stone was quarried by small ledges being cut into the quarry faces up to 40 metres high. Holes were
drilled into the rock using compressed air drills, loaded with dynamite and detonated simultaneously by
electric detonators. After blasting, the faces were made safe and large blocks of stone were drilled and
further reduced by blasting. The rock was broken manually and loaded into rail trucks and taken to one
of two crushing plants. A flying fox was installed in 1924 to handle large blocks of stone for use in
breakwaters.
The crushing plants were erected in the 1920s on either side of the valley and connected by a siding to
the railway. Broken stone was fed into a primary jaw crusher and then into a secondary gyratory crusher.
The material was then screened and graded and deposited into a bin divided into compartments for the
various sizes. All power was supplied by electric motors. Workshops for blacksmiths and fitting and two
compressors which supplied the air for the rock drills were located nearby.
The methods used to quarry the rocks were dangerous and labour intensive. There were four men killed
in accidents at the Sleeps Hill quarries. Quarries worked during this period used technology and
methods that had been used for a century. After the Second World War, an Act of Parliament was
passed principally to improve working conditions and safety and this coupled with new technologies and
methods rendered many of these small scale quarries that had operated in the Hills areas unviable and
they closed. Sleeps Hill was probably one of a dozen quarries that operated in the Lynton and Panorama
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area. Most were filled either by use as rubbish dumps or utilised for housing. Sleeps Hill was considered
to be too steep for any reuse and was left untouched.
The quarrying process has left a series of steep sided quarries around which the walking trail has been
constructed. Some of the quarry faces retain spectacular ripple marked surfaces which show the
process used to obtain the stone.
The quarries are now on a reserve managed by Mitcham City Council and an interpretative walking trail
has been established in conjunction with the Department of Mines and Energy.
Sleeps Hill is considered by Greg Drew from Mines and Energy and the authors of the Mining Heritage
Systems Plan to be of a level of significant that warrants entry in the Register because it is typical of its
period, and because it is intact and reveals quarrying methods and technologies.
Its current
interpretation and public accessibility is ideal for such a site.

References

'Sleeps Hill Quarries- A guide to the walking trail', Department of Mines and Energy, 1990
Interview with Greg Drew, Department of Mines and Energy, 4 April 1995
Local History files for Panorama and Lynton
State Heritage Branch, Department of Environment and Planning, "Mining Heritage Systems
Plan", p. 150.
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Sleeps Hill Quarries

SITE RECORD

Location

off High Street, Belair

Description

Disused quarry, now a reserve with walking trails and interpretation.

Boundary

As defined by the walking trail and fences

Land Description

Part Sections 1148, 1147, 1073, 1074, Hd Adelaide, CT 4115/546

Local Government

City of Mitcham

Owner

Mitcham City Council
131 Belair Road
Torrens Park SA 5062

Use

Reserve with walking trail and interpretation

Condition

Good

Other Assessments

None

Heritage Status

None

Photographs

A/15,16

Report By

Robyn Taylor
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Manure Pits
Address
Suburb

BHC:003
Brownhill Creek Road
BROWNHILL CREEK 5062

ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE

Description
Row of four attached random rubble stone, cement rendered square pits approximately 1 metre deep.

Statement of heritage value
These manure pits are all that remain of a large complex of pits built by the Mitcham Council to prevent
pollution of Brownhill Creek by the activities of local market gardeners storing manure on the banks of
the creek. As such these pits are associated with early market gardening activities in South Australia
and the development of agricultural and horticultural 'technologies'. They also represent the importance
of the creeks running from the Adelaide Hills as local water sources and early attempts at pollution
management.

Relevant criteria
a)

it demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the State's history associated with
early horticultural pursuits and technologies such as fertilisation and early attempts at pollution
control of waterways.

Recommendation
It is recommended that the Manure Pits be entered in the State Heritage Register.
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Manure Pits
Address
Suburb

Brownhill Creek Road
BROWNHILL CREEK 5062

HERITAGE VALUE

Criterion (a) it demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the State's history.
The Brownhill Creek valley was first settled in the late 1830s, well before the Mitcham village was
surveyed. The South Australian Company had established a sheep station in the area in 1838 which was
soon abandoned although the land was subsequently leased by other farmers who soon realised the
potential of the fertile alluvial soils in the valley floor.
Several families were tending market gardens in the area by 1865 with five gardeners recorded by
Boothby's South Australian Almanac in that year: Edmund Barton, William Curtis, Andrew David, Martin
Merkell and Siegmund Hein. Samuel Ellison was operating a dairy in the area at that time. Mitcham
village and the East Terrace market in Adelaide were supplied with produce from Brownhill Creek,
including potatoes, beans, celery, parsnips, carrots, turnips, beetroot, onions, peas and cabbages.
The fertility of the alluvial soil was supplemented with the application of manure which was collected
from coaching stables, including those of the coaching firm of Hill & Co., in Adelaide on the return trips
from the market. The steep climb at the end of the trip meant that often a portion of the load had to be
dumped down by the creek, to be collected later.
This practice led to complaints about pollution of the creek, which by 1893 moved the Council to
construct concrete pits to hold the manure, one for each family. Twelve were built by the Council, six
located near the site of the Brownhill Creek Chapel and six between the school and the pine plantation.
Market gardening continued to be a source of income at Brownhill Creek until the 1950s when
competition from the larger scale ventures in the northern and western districts around Adelaide limited
the viability of the Brown hill Creek gardens.
Only four of the original twelve pits remain.

References
Aeuckens, A. 1989, More About Mitcham, City of Mitcham, p. 70
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide, Mitcham 23
Norman, W. A. 1954, The History of the City of Mitcham, Corporation of the City of Mitcham, p. 184
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Manure Pits

SITE RECORD

Location

Brownhill Creek Road, Brownhill Creek

Description

Structure of rendered rubble containing four pits about 3m x 3m each

Boundary

Structure only with small curtilage

Land Description

Pt Section 676, Hd Adelaide, no CT

Local Government

City of Mitcham

Owner

Mitcham City Council
131 Belair Road
Torrens Park SA 5062

Use

None

Condition

Fair

Other Assessments

National Trust Classified 3507; Mitcham Heritage SuNey, Classification B

Heritage Status

None

Photographs

A/5; Slides 19-22

Report By

Sarah Laurence
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Wittunga Botanic Garden
Address
Suburb

BKW:011

Shepherd's Hill Road
BLACKWOOD 5051

ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE

Description
Botanical garden of 14 acres consisting of various landscaped beds, grassed areas, pathways and lakes.

Statement of heritage value
The garden contains over one hundred Erica species and cultivars which is the largest collection in
Australia. The Erica collection is almost entirely the work of Mr Edwin Ashby and his son Keith. In
addition to Ericas there is also an extensive collection of Protea and Australian plants. More recently,
the garden has established a collection of species endemic to the southern region of South Australia,
including the Fleurieu, Yorke and Eyre Peninsulas and Kangaroo Island, the only such collection of its
type.

Relevant criteria
d)

it is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of cultural significance, as one of
the few gardens containing extensive and specific collections of plants, in this case in particular,
species from South Africa and Australia, in particular, rare and endangered southern South
Australian species.

g)

it has a special association with the life or work of Keith and Edwin Ashby who established the
garden as a private enterprise, later donating it to the State Government. The collection policy of
the garden has been continued under the directorship of the Botanic Gardens, with South
Australian species.

Recommendation
It is recommended that the Wittunga Botanic Garden be entered in the State Heritage Register.
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Wittunga Botanic Garden
Address
Suburb

Shepherd's Hill Road
BLACKWOOD 5051

HERITAGE VALUE

Criterion (d) it is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of cultural
significance.
The Wittunga Botanic Garden has its origins in the private garden set up by Edwin Ashby from 1901
when he and his family moved to Blackwood. Ashby originally developed a formal English garden and
an orchard near the house, clearing the Grey Box (Eucalyptus mircrocarpa) and South Australian Blue
Gum (Eucalyptus leucoxylon) from the property to achieve this. However, his interest and fascination in
native Australian flora influenced the future development of the garden and he experimented with the
propagation and culture of native Australian and South African species and turned extensive areas of his
garden over to Australian and South African plants.
Ashby and his son Keith were also interested in Ericas, and the garden now contains over 100 species
and cultivars of this plant. An extensive collection of Protea was also planted by the Ashbys.
In 1965 the Wittunga property was given to the South Australian Government by Keith Ashby and in
1971 the Board of the Botanic Gardens took over the management of the property. In 1975 Wittunga
was opened to the public.
The collection policy of the garden has been continued. More recently, the garden has established a
collection of species endemic to the southern region of South Australia, including the Fleurieu, Yorke and
Eyre Peninsulas and Kangaroo Island, the only such collection of its type. The Wittunga Botanic Garden
is the only such garden of its type and scale developed from a private 'experimental' garden, and now
managed through conservation and research practices as a Botanic Garden.

Criterion (g) it has a special association with the life or work of a person or organisation or an
event of historical importance.
Wittunga was developed by Edwin Ashby in 1901 as a large estate consisting of 21 acres which he
planted with vines, apples, pears and Australian and South African plants. Ashby was an estate agent
and also a member of a prominent Quaker family in the Blackwood area and was responsible for the
early development of much of the Eden Hills area.
Edwin Ashby's interest in Australian native flora led to the establishment of a large collection of both
Australian and South African species, and he spent most of his lifetime expanding and developing his
collection, setting aside large areas of his garden for this purpose.
The house was gutted by a bushfire in 1934 which also destroyed part of the garden. The house was
rebuilt soon afterwards and the damaged areas of the garden were re-established. Keith Ashby, Edwin's
son, continued to add to the collection of native plants and Ericas after his father's death in 1941. By
1964 this amounted to over 100 Australian species.
In 1964 Keith Ashby, donated the estate to the Adelaide Botanic Gardens but continued to improve and
add to the garden until his death in 1971.
The gardens were officially opened to the public by the Governor, Sir Mark Oliphant in 1975. The
garden has been maintained to a high standard, altered and slightly extended by the Botanic Gardens.
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Botanic Gardens of Adelaide, 1993, 'Wittunga Botanic Garden', pamphlet
Interview with Ian Powell, curator, Wittunga Botanic Garden, April 1995
John, D. 1978, Blackwood and District: Notes from a Sketchbook, Author, p. 19
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Wittunga Botanic Garden

SITE RECORD

Location

Shepherds Hill Road, Blackwood 5051

Description

Landscaped botanic garden

Boundary

Garden area only, excluding the Wittunga Homestead

Land Description

Allotment 328, Section 560, Hd Adelaide, CT 3463/3; 3463/4; 3574/22

Local Government

City of Mitcham

Owner

Board of the Botanic Gardens
Botanic Gardens of Adelaide
North Terrace
Adelaide SA 5000

Use

Curation and conservation of plant species, education, research and passive
public recreation

Condition

Good

Other Assessments

National Trust Filed, 2610

Heritage Status

SHR Nominated, File No. 10620

Photographs

C/11, 12, 13; Slides 13-18

Report By

Sarah Laurence
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former Biscuit and Jam Factory
Address
Suburb

COR:001

181 Coromandel Parade
COROMANDEL VALLEY 5051

ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE

Description
Random rubble stone building, constructed into the side of a hill. Gabled roof clad with corrugated iron.

Statement of heritage value
Built in 1856 this remnant building from the large biscuit and jam factory is of significance as an early
industrial building that played an important role in the development of Coromandel Valley.

Relevant criteria
(a)

demonstrates important aspects of the State's history in playing a central role in the development
of Coromandel Valley.

(b)

an uncommon and fine example of an early industrial site.

Recommendation
It is recommended that the former Biscuit and Jam Factory be entered in the State Heritage Register.
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former Biscuit and Jam Factory
Address
Suburb

181 Coromandel Parade
COROMANDEL VALLEY 5051

HERITAGE VALUE

Criterion (a) it demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the State's history.
Alexander Murray settled in the Coromandel Valley district in the early 1840s. In 1856 he established a
biscuit and jam factory which continued to operate until 1903. It was a major influence in the
development of the valley employing many locals. The factory with its buttressed loading ramp, located
at the foot of a steep hill near the Sturt River, was a fine example of early industrial architecture.
Some local historians claim that to begin with the factory was only a small single-storeyed building. In
1861 a new factory building was erected and by 1867, newspaper reports record that the biscuit factory
was a multi-storeyed building, with an engine room located on the ground floor. The bakery was located
on the first floor and above it were the storerooms. The slope of the land on which the factory was built
allowed succeeding storeys to be stepped up the hill so that each connected with the ground. This
provided access for vehicles.
Produce was brought into the top floor and as it was processed, made its way down the building. By
1867 all the mixing, kneading, rolling and cutting of the biscuits was powered by a 10 horsepower engine
supposedly with the machinery designed by the Murray family. Initially the power for the factory was
provided by a horse turning a wheel. Some different machinery existed to cut and shape other biscuits
such as rusks that were not flat. In 1867 some 21 differing varieties of biscuits were produced by the
factory, baked in two large ovens. In the 1860s, between 150 000 pounds and 200 000 pounds of
biscuits were made there each year and Murray employed twelve staff.
The factory also produced jam and had the facilities to cook in the order of 1 200 to 1 300 pounds of fruit
at one time. Much of the fruit used was grown locally, some on the Murrays adjoining property 'Craiglee'
and other fruit was imported from other parts of the colony and from Victoria.
Fodder for the horses was grown on the property and there is said to have been a blacksmith's workshop
on site. Tins for the jam and biscuits were made on the premises and the firm had its own carpentry
shop. For the years between 1868 and 1873 the wheat used in the manufacture grew in the immediate
district and the firm had flour milling operations on site erected in 1868.
Some of the factory workers lived on site in houses constructed by the Murrays, some of which are said
to remain. The workers are said to have been provided with a recreation ground and a pool formed by
the river. The Murrays were benefactors to the community at large.
Alexander Murray senior died in 1880. His son, also named Alexander carried on the business until his
death by accident in 1898. It was operated by Alexander's Ounior) sons until approximately 1903. It is
not known when or why it closed.
The majority of the buildings on this site have been demolished although there remains ample evidence
of their locations. The ground is littered with stones and the remnants of stone walls. It is not clear what
the original use of this remnant building was. It was located behind the multi-storeyed jam factory, a little
higher up the hill. The current owners believe it was the jam factory. It is clear from archival
photographs that the building was present at the time when the factory was at its height and would
appear to date from the 1850s. Regardless of its former use, it is now the sole surviving remnant of the
biscuit and jam factory complex and is highly significant as an early industrial building. The building has
been sympathetically adapted and is now used as a residence.
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The former biscuit and jam factory is an example of an industrial building, constructed in early in the
European settlement of the State. Such complexes are relatively uncommonly found.

References

Aeuckens, A. 1989, More About Mitcham, City of Mitcham, Adelaide, p. 30
Interview with the owners, the Law family, May 1995
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide, p. 150
The South Australian Register, 18 July 1867, p. 4

Winter, M. 1987, Sanctuary in the Hills, A History of Coromandel Valley since 1837, published by the
authors, Australia, pp. 19-23
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former Biscuit and Jam Factory

SITE RECORD

Location

213 Coromandel Parade, Coromandel Valley

Description

Two-storeyed stone building with adjoining rampart

Boundary

The land enclosed by the CT

Land Description

Lot 603, Part Section 1035 and 1200, Hd Adelaide, CT 5098/485

Local Government

City of Mitcham

Owner

Mr J and Mrs LA Law
213 Coromandel Parade
Coromandel Valley SA 5051

Use

House

Condition

Good

Other Assessments

Mitcham Heritage Survey, Classification A

Heritage Status

SHR Nominated, File No. 11502

Photographs
Report By
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Cabra Convent, Boarding School, Chapel and Gatehouse
Address
Suburb

CUM:002

225 Cross Road
CUMBERLAND PARK 5041

ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE

Description
The principal building on the site, the boarding school, is three storeys high, and constructed of random
coursed bluestone with brick quoins, surrounds and string courses in a Gothic style. Two gabled wings
project at each end of the main elevation, the centre of which is articulated by a gabled-facade
containing a statue of Our Lady. Hipped and gabled corrugated iron roof features small dormer vents
and simple crosses to gable peaks. The eaves are underlined with a row of fine brick dentils. Pointed
arch windows are highlighted with stuccoed hood moulding. A raked verandah runs between the two
wings, supported on cast iron posts with simple brackets with small gable over central opening.
The gatehouse is a single storey cottage, constructed with similar detailing to the main building.
To the east of the main building is the chapel, a later addition in a Romanesque styling, constructed of
random coursed bluestone with brick quoins, surrounds and pilasters. The gabled roof is clad with
terracotta tiles with small vents and a masonry cross to the gable apex. Openings are circular headed
with lead lighting to windows.

Statement of heritage value
The group of early convent buildings represents the establishment and expansion of the Dominican
Order in South Australia and is associated with the development of Catholic education in the State. The
school is the oldest surviving private school in the Mitcham area and one of the largest convent
complexes remaining in the State.

Relevant criteria
(d)

it is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of cultural significance as a large
and intact convent building, dating from the mid-1880s, and in continuous use as a convent and
school since its construction.

(g)

it has a special association with the work of an organisation of historical importance, being
established by the Dominican Order and associated with the development and expansion of
Catholicism and private education in the State.

Recommendation
It is recommended that the Cabra Convent, Boarding School, Chapel and Gatehouse be entered in the
State Heritage Register.
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Cabra Convent, Boarding School, Chapel and Gatehouse
Address
Suburb

225 Cross Road
CUMBERLAND PARK 5041

HERITAGE VALUE

Criterion (d) it is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of cultural
significance.
The result of a trip to Ireland by the Bishop of Adelaide, Dr Sheils, was the foundation of the Dominican
Order in this State. In 1867 Bishop Shiel made the visit to Ireland and Europe with the intention of
finding priests and others who were interested in continuing their work in Adelaide. He visited the
Dominican nuns at Cabra, near Dublin, and was able to convince a group of them to establish a school
'to provide Primary and Higher Education' or 'Catholic education for the young who were destined to
occupy a more prominent place in society'. Seven sisters accepted the challenge and returned with the
Bishop to Adelaide, arriving on 4 December 1868.
The nuns opened a boarding and day school in Franklin Street, Adelaide, in January 1869. A fee was
charged at this school, but by 1871 a free school was opened. The success of these schools soon
stretched the limits of the accommodation at Franklin Street and a new site had to be found.
Ten acres of land were made available at Cumberland Park in 1881 through a donation by Dr F Byrne (a
priest in the Archdiocese) and a further ten acres were purchased in 1884. Building work commenced
and the foundation stone of the main building was laid by the Archbishop Reynolds on 15 March 1885
with 2 000 people present. By 24 January 1886 the building was completed and the Sisters moved to
their new home, an impressive building surrounded by a semi-rural and sparsely populated landscape.
The building had cost about £7 400 and contained convent quarters, boarding school, classrooms,
musing rooms and chapel as well as accommodation for novices. Day and boarding school commenced
at the convent in February 1886.
The foundation stone of a new chapel was laid by the Archbishop Dr Robert William Spence in 1915.
The chapel was completed at a cost of £9 000 and dedicated on 13 October 1917. An altar of Carrara
marble was donated by Mrs O'Mara, an old scholar. A branch school was opened at St Theresa's in
Colonel Light Gardens in 1925. In 1927 the generosity of an old scholar enabled additions to be made to
the main building in the form of the east wing, which housed novitiates and a children's recreational hall.
In the late 1930s and 1940s additional classrooms were built, including the first science laboratory and
the St Vincent Ferrer Classrooms.
The fourth Bishop and first Archbishop of Adelaide, Christopher Augustine Reynolds, is buried in the
convent cemetery.

Criterion (g) it has a special association with the work of an organisation of historical
importance.
The Convent at Cabra was established by the Dominican Order of nuns, who had been encouraged to
come to Australia from Ireland in the late 1860s, under the auspices of Bishop Sheil, who wished to
improve the education of Catholic children in South Australia. The Dominican nuns moved out to Cabra
Convent early in 1886, after having operated a boarding and day school in Adelaide from 1869. Cabra
Convent has been associated with both Catholic education and the Dominican Order in South Australia
for over one hundred years.
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Cabra Convent, Boarding School, Chapel and Gatehouse

SITE RECORD

Location

225 Cross Road, Cumberland Park 5041

Description

Three storey random coursed stone convent and boarding school building,
attached chapel and stone gatehouse.

Boundary

Boarding School, Convent, Chapel and stone Gatehouse only, more recent
school buildings adjacent are not included.

Land Description

Part Lots 171 and 173, Section 1, Hd Adelaide, CT 549/169; 4389/409

Local Government

Mitcham

Owner

Dominican Convent Inc
225 Cross Road
Cumberland Park SA 5041

Use

School administration building and classrooms, chapel and residence.

Condition

Good

Other Assessments

National Trust Recorded, 2936; Mitcham Heritage Survey, Classification A

Heritage Status

SHR Nominated, File No.11512

Photographs

E/05, 06; Slides 1-12

Report By

Sarah Laurence
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St Vincent de Paul; former Bosleyware Pottery and House
Address
Suburb

HAW:001

Abbotshall Road
HAWTHORN 5041

ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE

Description
Factory building consisting of a masonry facade wall behind which is located several small rooms
(formerly offices, toilets etc). Beyond that is typical factory construction, ie timber framed walls clad with
corrugated iron with a saw tooth roofline. The former factory (now storage area) has a concrete floor and
a number of doorways that open to Abbotshall Road and to the rear of the factory which adjoins the
railway line.
Bungalow style house featuring the use of dark green glazed bricks in many places. The columns
supporting the verandah are circular in section above the balustrade and square in section below the
balustrade. The green glazed bricks are used for this building element and the verandah balustrade. The
lower part of the front wall of the house uses these green bricks rather like a plinth. The front wall is
constructed from alternating bands of red and green glazed bricks. The side walls of the house are built
from alternating wide bands of green bricks used in combination with red bricks. The bands are not
equal in size, in some cases the green bands containing ten courses of brickwork whilst the red bands
contain only three or four. Fired tiles (about 15 by 30 em) that are used for paving and for a capping to
the front fence. They are unglazed, fired clay with diagonal lines cut into the surface so that it resembles
a block of chocolate.

Statement of heritage value
Built during the Interwar years, this place is of significance in being the site of Bosleyware pottery
factory, an unusual and creative South Australian pottery (established as a result of the Depression) that
produced a range of highly distinctive and very popular products. Thomas Bosley's very distinctive and
unusual bungalow residence located immediately to the north is also included.

Relevant criteria
(a)

demonstrates an important aspect of the State's history in being the residence of the Bosley family
and the site of the Bosleyware pottery, an unusual and creative pottery that produced a range of
highly distinctive and very popular products. It is significant also in revealing something of the
effects of the 1930s Depression in South Australia.

(b)

has rare qualities that are of cultural significance in that the house, at 19 Abbotshall Road contains
a number of unusual terracotta products that are incorporated into the construction.

Recommendation
It is recommended that the former Bosleyware Pottery Factory and adjacent House (at 19 Abbotshall
Road) be entered in the State Heritage Register.
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St Vincent de Paul; former Bosleyware Pottery and House
Address
Suburb

Abbotshall Road
HAWTHORN 5041

HERITAGE VALUE
Criterion (a) it demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the state's history.
This unprepossessing, concrete block, industrial building was the site of the pottery factory that made
Bosleyware pottery in the years following the 1930s Depression. The pottery made a range of goods that
became very popular and what started as a backyard pottery grew to become a successful business.
However, the business lasted only a few years. Nevertheless, it has left a lasting impression. Noris
Ioannou in Ceramics in South Australia describes the contribution of Bosleyware to the ceramic history of
South Australia as "considerable and distinctive" and as "the most quintessentially South Australian
pottery to be seen at the time both from a historical and visual standpoint".
Bosleyware Pottery, established as a direct consequence of the Depression, operated for about twelve
years with a very diverse range of products, from jugs, commemoration wares, animal figures, garden
urns and Art Deco vases. The products from the pottery were very popular and can be found in many
Adelaide homes and gardens.
The pottery was established by Thomas G D Bosley who was born in Brompton in 1867 to a family of
former Staffordshire potters. Thomas was apprenticed to William Shearing's Hindmarsh Pottery in
Adelaide, learning the skills of traditional potters.
Thomas moved to Western Australia and remained there for twenty years managing a brickworks. He
returned to South Australia to manage the Metropolitan Brickworks at Eden Hills in c. 1913. The
Depression and the slump in the building industry forced the closure of the Eden Hills brick-making
operations and Thomas and his son Alfred, were eventually forced out of work.
In either 1932 or 1933 Bosley purchased a small amount of clay and with his son and another
unemployed potter they made some ornamental bowls and vases. In 1932 a shop, the Unemployed
Sales Depot had opened in the City of Adelaide stocked with handicrafts for sale that had been made by
unemployed people. It was established in order to provide the unemployed with a venue to sell their
wares and to generate income. The Bosleys' wares attracted attention and sold well and this encouraged
Thomas to establish a pottery in his back garden in Hawthorn in early 1933.
Much of the machinery needed was improvised and built at home, including the kiln. Clay was obtained
from a small pughole located on an adjacent block as well as purchased from other sources. Firing was
done in two firstly wood and later oil-fired tunnel kilns which were on site with the throwing and drying
sheds. Plaster moulds used on the site were made there.
The Bosleys developed by trial and error, a range of glazes that could be fired in their low temperature
kilns and they are very distinctive. Bosleyware is best known for its glazes, usually either in an all over
green or a creamy yellow colour. Another range of products for which Bosleyware is well known are the
'Centenary Wares', articles produced to commemorate the State's Centenary in 1936. The Bosleys
produced those well known plates with the Old Gum Tree and the Buffalo in relief.
The pottery was increasing in its business and by 1939 employed 12 staff. Increased staff numbers and
increasing business had led to the pottery workshops being enlarged and drying sheds being built. The
site became a popular place to visit.
Bosleyware was sold from Myers, John Martins and Harris Scarfe's and in Broken Hill. Their most
popular products were bread crocks, garden urns, jardinieres, gnomes, frogs and toadstools but they also
produced doves on mounds, parrots on stumps, kookaburras, owls, dogs, Buddhas and even a bust of
Winston Churchill.
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Bosley lost most of his workers with the advent of the Second World War and by 1944 and at the age of
77, he was in poor health. He died in 1945. It is said that soon after the family sold the pottery to Mr
Bissett as Mitcham Potteries Limited. It changed hands again before finally closing and is now a depot
and shop for St Vincent de Paul.
What remains on site is a masonry facade wall behind which is located several small rooms (formerly
offices, toilets etc). (St Vincent de Paul have lined some of the space to form a shop.) Beyond that is
typical factory construction, ie timber framed walls clad with corrugated iron with a saw tooth roofline.
The former factory (now storage area) has a concrete floor and a number of doorways that open to
Abbotshall Road and to the rear of the factory which adjoins the railway line. It is a very plain industrial
building, entirely consistent with its function, construction date and usage.

Criterion (b) has rare, uncommon or endangered qualities that are of cultural significance.
The house at 19 Abbotshall Road is also connected to the Bosley family and is very interesting. It is a
small Bungalow style house built with a number of interesting and different construction features
associated specifically with the family of potters who built it. The house features the use of dark green
glazed bricks which are used in many places. The columns supporting the verandah are circular in
section above the balustrade and square in section below the balustrade. The green glazed bricks are
used for this building element and the verandah balustrade. The lower part of the front wall of the house
uses these green bricks rather like a plinth. The front wall is constructed from alternating bands of red
and green glazed bricks. The side walls of the house are built from alternating wide bands of green
bricks used in combination with red bricks. The bands are not equal in size, in some cases the green
bands containing ten courses of brickwork whilst the red bands contain only three or four.
Another interesting feature of the house are some fired tiles (about 15 by 30 em) that are used for paving
and for a capping to the front fence. They are unglazed, fired clay with diagonal lines cut into the
surface so that it resembles a block of chocolate.
Susannah Bosley owned this allotment in July 1924 and could have owned it for sometime previously.
Given the fact that the pottery business is said to have started in the backyard of Thomas and Susannah
Bosley's house, it seems likely that this house was built prior to the construction of the factory (located
immediately to the south). Given its unusual glazed bricks and other fired products, it is possible that
Thomas Bosley obtained these building materials during the time that he worked as the Manager of the
Metropolitan Brickworks at Eden Hills, a position he occupied from c. 1913 to the onset of the
Depression. (It was his unemployment that encouraged the commencement of a small pottery workshop
in his backyard.) The architectural style of the house would suggest it was built in the 1920s.
The Bosley family owned this house until 1963. After Susan's death (she changed her name in 1947) it
was transferred to her son Alfred Bosley in 1959 who sold it in 1963. It was transferred to the current
owner in 1976.

References
Interview with Neville Pledge, 19 Abbotshall Road, Hawthorn, 1995
Interview with Ray Hartigan, Society of St Vincent de Paul Inc, May 1995
Ioannou, N. 1986, Ceramics in South Australia 1836 - 1986; From Folk to Studio Pottery, Wakefield
Press, Adelaide, pp. 257-71
Lands Titles Office information
Local History files for Hawthorn
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St Vincent de Paul; former Bosleyware Pottery and House

SITE RECORD

St Vincent de Paul Family Centre, former Bosleyware Pottery Factory
Location

Abbotshall Road, Hawthorn

Description

Masonry facade with corrugated iron structure behind

Boundary

As defined by the CT

Land Description

Hd Adelaide, CT 3252/53

Local Government

City of Mitcham

Owner

Society of St Vincent de Paul
GPO Box 1804
Adelaide SA 5001

Use

Shop

Condition

Fair

Other Assessments

None

Heritage Status

None

Photographs

3: 34, 35

Report By

Robyn Taylor
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St Vincent de Paul; former Bosleyware Pottery and House

SITE RECORD

Dwelling
Location

19 Abbotshall Road, Hawthorn

Description

Bungalow Residence

Boundary

House and fence

Land Description

Lot 208, Section 234, Hd Adelaide, CT 1930/55

Local Government

City of Mitcham

Owner

Mr N S Pledge
19 Abbotshall Road
Hawthorn SA 5062

Use

House

Condition

Good

Other Assessments

None

Heritage Status

None

Photographs

3:34,35

Report By

Robyn Taylor
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Hawthorn Child Care Centre; former Dr Frayne's House and
Surgery
Address
Suburb

HAW:004

11 0 Belair Roap
HAWTHORN 5062

ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE

Description
Flat roofed, pale yellow brick house, now painted, composed as a series of interlocking cubes, some of
which are voids, some are solid. Horizontal joints in the brickwork have been raked out and the vertical
joints filled with mortar, flush with the face of the brick. As a result, the building presents with a series of
horizontal bands. Its horizontality is emphasised by the banded appearance of the walls and the flat roof.
The former carport on the southern side has been created from a cantilevered concrete slab supported
by brick pillars.

Statement of heritage value
Built in 1940 to a design of the architect, Jack McConnell, this house is one of the first buildings to be
built in South Australia using Modern Movement design philosophies. What has resulted is a horizontally
emphasised, flat roofed, pale yellow brick construction composed as a series of interlocking cubes, some
of which are voids, some are solid. It is a fine example of early modern architecture in South Australia.

Relevant criteria
(e)

demonstrates a high degree of creative and aesthetic accomplishment in being one of the first
buildings to be built in South Australia that used Modern Movement design philosophies that
resulted in a flat roofed modern dwelling.

(g)

has a special association with the work of Jack McConnell, the architect credited with introducing
Modern Movement architecture to South Australia.

Recommendation
It is recommended that the Hawthorn Child Care Centre be entered in the State Heritage Register.
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Hawthorn Child Care Centre; former Dr Frayne's House and
Surgery
Address
Suburb

110 Belair Road
HAWTHORN 5062

HERITAGE VALUE

Criterion (e) it demonstrates a high degree of creative, aesthetic or technical accomplishment or
is an outstanding representative of particular construction techniques or design characteristics.
Frayne House was designed for Dr John Frayne by the young architect, Jack McConnell in 1940. The
house is one of the first wave of modern movement designs found in South Australia.
Although now entirely painted the house is a flat roofed, pale yellow brick construction composed as a
series of interlocking cubes, some of which are voids, some are solid. As with other McConnell houses
of this period, the horizontal joints in the brickwork have been raked out and the vertical joints filled with
mortar, flush with the face of the brick. As a result, the building presents with a series of horizontal
bands. Its horizontality is emphasised by the banded appearance of the walls and the flat roof. The
former carport on the southern side has been created from a cantilevered concrete slab supported by
brick pillars.
The RAIA's survey of Twentieth Century Architecture states that "For South Australia, this house is part
of the first wave of the modern movement, introduced by architects trained in the eastern states."
McConnell described this house as .. a simple, single-storey building with medical consulting rooms,
designed for friends".

Criterion (g) it has a special association with the life and work of a person of historical
importance.
Jack McConnell was a Melbourne architectural graduate who came to South Australia in 1937, with
modern ideas about architecture. His first commission in South Australia was the former Bank of New
South Wales building on North Terrace. He joined the firm of Hassell and Claridge and McConnell and it
came to be regarded as the "only firm in Adelaide worth working for''.
McConnell had studied architecture at the University of Melbourne's Architectural Atelier directed by
Leighton Irwin. Irwin and others who ran the Atelier had travelled overseas and were aware of and
influenced by the Modern Movement as it was developing in Europe. The School's library was well
stocked with the latest journals and publications by Europe's leading modern architects. He left the
school with well-understood principles of the Modern Movement firmly in mind.
Phillip Claridge had already received the commission for the Bank of NSW and had travelled to
Melbourne to search for a good young architect. McConnell had been recommended. McConnell
arrived in South Australia to take up his new position in late 1937 and began work on the bank.
Commissions for a house in Springfield and the flats 'Deepacres' at North Adelaide followed. The
Frayne House was the next commission. A host of other commissions followed.
McConnell's approach to design was very different from that taught at the Adelaide architectural school
and young students saw McConnell as modern and inspirational. Prior to that several architects had
been dabbling in 'modern' designs, but they had usually involved some decorative influence from Art
Deco. In other respects Adelaide was very conservative in relation to its architecture. Although not
entirely accepted by the profession for some years because of the radical nature of his design theories
and methods, McConnell was eventually accepted. He is said by some to be responsible for introducing
the Modern Movement to South Australia.
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Until very recently, Dr Frayne remained living in the house, but it now operated as the Hawthorn Child
Care Centre.

References

Interview with Jack McConnell by Robyn Taylor in 1984.
Royal Australian Institute of Architects (SA Chapter), Significant Twentieth Century Architecture

Taylor Weidenhofer

167

MITCHAM HERITAGE SURVEY

Hawthorn Child Care Centre; former Dr Frayne's House and
Surgery

Site Record

Location

110 Belair Road, Hawthorn

Description

former house and garden

Boundary

As defined by the CT

Land Description

Lot 81, Part Section 235, Hd Adelaide, CT 5128/270

Local Government

City of Mitcham

Owner

OTA Pty Ltd
11 0 Belair Road
Hawthorn SA 5062

Use

Child Care Centre

Condition

Good

Other Assessments

RAIA's Survey of Significant Twentieth Century Architecture

Heritage Status

None

Photographs

5: 30

Report By

Robyn Taylor
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Hawthorn Child Care Centre; former Dr Frayne's House and
Surgery
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Cowan Building, Bedford Industries
Address
Suburb

PAN:002

615 Goodwood Road
PANORAMA 5041

ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE

Description
The Cowan Building is a simple, single storeyed, painted brick building with a row of multi-paned and
octagonal windows along its front (western) facade. The building has a small flat roofed porch over the
main entrance.

Statement of heritage value
The Cowan Building, built in 1949-50 represents the work of the organisation Bedford Industries. This
organisation has played a vital role in initially rehabilitating TB suffers back into the workforce and later
providing a place of work for the State's intellectually and physically disabled workers.

Relevant criteria
(g)

has a special association with the work of an organisation of historical importance to the State, in
being the head office and administrative centre of Bedford Industries.

Recommendation
It is recommended that Bedford Industries 'Cowan Building' be entered in the State Heritage Register.

Taylor Weidenhofer
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Cowan Building, Bedford Industries
Address
Suburb

615 Goodwood Road
PANORAMA 5041

HERITAGE VALUE

Criterion (g) it has a special association with the work of an organisation
importance.

of

historical

The organisation Bedford Industries started its life in 1920 as the Civilian Tubercular and Cancer
Comforts Fund, located in a building that was within the grounds of the Botanic Gardens. The early
years were difficult ones and in 1943 the organisation changed its name to the South Australian
Tuberculosis Association Incorporated (SATAI). Its mission was to assist patients with tuberculosis and
to help their families in a practical way.
One of its early administrators, Dr Cowan was in favour of an idea that had been tried elsewhere in
Australia and the world, that is the establishment of an 'Industrial Colony'. It involved the notion that
sufferers of TB could work, live and be provided with medical support on the one site. Those recovering
from TB required a long convalescence and during that time patients were often isolated, spending many
hours bored and disheartened, unable to work. At the close of the disease they became difficult to
employ. Cowan's idea was to provide them with work but allow them to pace themselves, stepping up
their productivity as their health improved. This was not something that normal employers could provide.
In 1944 Dr Cowan received approval to establish a 'Colony' and was appointed its planner. The
Government agreed to donate land on a site adjacent to the Bedford Park Sanatorium (the site of
Flinders University) and agreed to grant £2 000 on a pound for pound fund raising deal. Unfortunately it
did not eventuate as raising that amount of money at that time was difficult.
During this period an ex-patient had donated wood-working equipment to begin to make objects to sell to
raise money. Patients began to make objects and money began to be raised. At this stage the workshop
was in a Glenelg backyard. The SATAl registered its name as Bedford Industries on 12 April 1945 and
by the end of the 1940s the financial situation was improving.
By 1948 4.5 acres of Crown land had been dedicated to Bedford Industries on the Panorama site.
(Further land was later acquired.) The architect, J S Hall was appointed to design the combined factory
and administration building. W T Collyer was the builder. The Cowan Building is a simple, single
storeyed, painted brick building with a row of multi-paned and octagonal windows along its front (ie
western) facade. The building has a small flat roofed porch over the main entrance.
The foundation stone was laid on 31 March 1949 and the 'Cowan Building' was opened on 18 April 1950.
Office space was provided in the part of the building that faces Goodwood Road and there was factory
floor space provided behind this block. Before long all of the available space had been used. Workers
(all ex TB patients) made furniture primarily, but also with donated sewing machines made aprons, face
towels and pillowcases in addition to washboards, bathmats, playpens and stepladders. Orders steadily
increased by the end of the 1950s.
Although the aim of the venture was to return well workers to the workforce, it was realised that some
would never be able to cope with working in a more conventional workplace. Such people became
permanents - one of the criteria necessary for a factory to become a sheltered workshop.
In the late 1950s another issue had to be faced. The incidence of TB in the community began to decline
markedly. A decision was made in 1958 to accept physically disabled people as workers. By 1960 only
23 of the workers were ex TB patients. (Buses would pick up the workers and transport them to the site
as travelling on public transport was difficult. The bus service was only phased out in 1983.)
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The next change occurred in 1960. A new director, Kenneth Jenkins was responsible for encouraging
the organisation to broaden its role. From 1961 and by medical referral, a far wider range of people were
employed. Bedford Industries offered employment to medical cases (as they always had), to physical
disability cases (ie people who were malformed from birth or amputees), mental (the jargon of the day)
disability cases (ie intellectually disabled, psychiatric cases or emotionally troubled people) and social
cases such as alcoholics or ex-prisoners.
The work of the organisation broadened to include not only the wood-working and sewing departments
but also bookbinding and boot and shoe repair departments. Later other departments were added and
some employees worked in the office. The organisation tried to encourage self-help and independence.
By 1964 more factory space was required. Four new factory bays were built and equipped, the canteen
was enlarged and a sick and accident bay built. As Bedford Industries grew and turned into a complex
business, further extensions to the premises were built. By 1971 there were eight departments and 510
employees.
In the 1970s and 1980s Bedford Industries built or acquired a hostel/motel, a factory in Edwardstown,
bought and operated briefly a farm at Normanville and the Central Hotel in Victor Harbor. Further land
was acquired on Springbank Road and the Kenneth Jenkins Rehabilitation and Training Centre was
opened in 1983.
Bedford Industries offers employment for about 500 intellectually and other disabled people. It is one of
the largest and most diverse training and supported employment organisations for people with disabilities
in Australia. It operates a number of businesses and provides training to its employees. It sees its role
as providing the training, and some support and personal development needs of its workers whilst
operating a successful and thriving business. Panorama is the major manufacturing complex and
administrative base.
It is proposed that only the 'Cowan Building', the 1949 administration block, be entered in the State
Heritage Register to mark the work of this organisation.

References

Interview with Mr Jim Bell, Chief Executive, May 1995
Local History files for Panorama
Nesdale, I. 1986, A Bridge to Independence: A Brief History of Bedford Industries, Bedford Industries, SA
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Cowan Building, Bedford Industries

SITE RECORD

Location

615 Goodwood Road, Panorama

Description

Administration building only

Boundary

Listing to apply to the 'Cowan Building' only

Land Description

Lot 31, Part Sections 259 and 563, Hd Adelaide, CT 775/53, 4252/197

Local Government

City of Mitcham

Owner

Bedford Industries Rehabilitation Association Inc
PO Box 18
Melrose Park SA 5039

Use

Offices

Condition

Fair

Other Assessments

City of Mitcham Heritage SuNey, No classification.

Heritage Status

None

Photographs

5:9

Report By

Robyn Taylor
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Cowan Building, Bedford Industries
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House, 'Springfield House'
Address
Suburb

SPR:005

2 Elmglade Road
SPRINGFIELD 5062

ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE

Statement of heritage value
Significant as one of Adelaide's mansions, with an historical association with some of Adelaide's
prominent families. The house itself is of interest as one that incorporates buildings supposedly dating
from the 1840s. Within the house some fine quality timbers are used displaying excellent craftsmanship.
There is some remaining evidence of the William Morris products that once were used in the house.

Relevant criteria
(b)

it has rare, uncommon or endangered qualities that are of cultural significance in that it is a large
house that incorporates building activity believed to have occurred in the 1840s, 1880s and 1890s.

(e)

it has a high degree of creative accomplishment, in particular its use of fine timbers in the
entrance hall and staircase area.

Recommendation
It is recommended that 'Springfield House' be entered in the State Heritage Register.
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House, 'Springfield House'
Address
Suburb

2 Elmglade Road
SPRINGFIELD 5062

HERITAGE VALUE

Criterion (b) it has rare, uncommon or endangered qualities that are of cultural significance.

From the start of European settlement until the 1920s, the locality known as Springfield was the site of
large houses and their accompanying estates. The majority of the land in the area was occupied by
these estates, their gardens or grazing land until the 1920s when the suburb of Springfield was created.
The estate that gave its name to the suburb was 'Springfield House'. 'Springfield House' began as an
approximately six-roomed house that was built in the early 1840s by Charles Burton Newenham on 40
acres of land.
Prior to its acquisition by Newenham, the land had been owned by Richard Francis Newland, the
Manager of the Bank of Australasia in Adelaide in 1839. Eric Gunton maintains in an article published in
South Australian Homes and Gardens in 1948 that in 1842 Newland exchanged the land at Springfield
for a site on the corner of North Terrace and King William Street, a site currently occupied in part by the
Adelaide Club and Westpac Bank that was owned by Newenham. On that site, Newland built a bank.
Interestingly Land Title documents record that Sections 891 (the site of Springfield House) and 892 were
granted to Alfred Miller Mundy on 7 April 1841. Newland may have been its second owner.
Charles Newenham was born in Dublin in 1794 and arrived in South Australia in December 1837. For
many months he and his family lived in tents at Glenelg, but later Newenham personally built a timber
house on the North Terrace land. The house became something of a landmark. Newenham held
several public positions. He was appointed the Sheriff of South Australia and the Auditor General in
1839. It is not entirely clear how he made his money, but he must have amassed a considerable fortune.
In 1854, only twelve years after building the Springfield house he returned to England and lived the rest
of his life in Bath. He died in December 1887 at the age of 93.
Newenham is said to have built a single-storeyed approximately six-roomed house and outbuildings and
established and planted trees in the garden. He enclosed the property within a stone wall to prevent the
entry of dingoes.
After Newenham's departure for England, the house was put up for lease or sale. In 1860, an
advertisement was placed in the South Australian Register stating that 'Springfield' near Mitcham was to
be sold or let. It was described as a 60 acre property with a house, stone stables, a coachhouse and
other outbuildings, a productive garden and good water. The house was approached from an entrance
lodge via a "well laid out carriage drive".
Annely Aeuckens claims that the house was bought by G E Hamilton who leased it to a number of
tenants. (The property was not brought under the provisions of the Real Property Act until 1881. Before
that time, the transactions are contained in an application that requires the owners permission before it
can be searched.)
Legend has it that in 1870, the house and some land was purchased by Charles Burton Hardy, a solicitor
and grandson of C B Newenham. Hardy was a well-known Adelaide solicitor who established the firm of
Fenn and Hardy in 1871 and practised in that firm for the next 47 years. He died in 1921 at the age of
76 and his obituary states that he was very interested in gardening and was for some time president of
the South Australian Floriculture and Horticultural Association. Hardy is said to have greatly enlarged
the house, adding the western wing and created and planted its once notable garden that included an
Italian walk and herbaceous borders. He is also reputed to have kept a pack of hounds on this property.
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Two tender notices exist in the South Australian Register, one for 1880, the other for 1881 concerning
the house. In November 1880, the architects English and Soward invited builders to put in a tender for
"considerable alterations to Springfield, Mitcham". In July 1881, the architects Henderson and Marryat
also advertised for builders to submit tenders in relation to the plans of a homestead and cottage to be
erected at Springfield for Messrs Hardy and Horn. This is confusing and exactly what occurred at this
time is unclear.
By 1881 Lands Title Office records reveal that Hardy owned Sections 891 and 892, some 140 acres. A
number of mortgages were taken out by Hardy at this time, further suggesting that some building works
could have been occurring. Hardy also sold some of the land, owning only eleven acres of Section 891
by 1888. One of the mortgages taken out by Hardy proved to be his undoing.
In September 1888, Hardy borrowed money from John Charles Taylor of Roke Manor, near Romsey,
County of Hampshire, England. Hardy must not have complied with the terms of the mortgage
agreement because in June 1896, a foreclosure order was granted in favour of Taylor. Hardy lost the
ownership of the property to Taylor.
Taylor sold it in September 1897 (once a previously organised lease had expired) to Annie Rymill, the
wife of Frank Rymill for her sole and separate use. Frank Rymill was a company director and financial
agent with pastoral interests. The Rymills are said to have added the second storey to the residence
soon after they bought it to a design of the architects English and Soward. However, it would seem that
they did not live in the house for long. From March 1908 it was leased, for a seven year period, to
Robert Symons.
In 1927 the Rymills sold the vast majority of their land to Springfield Limited, the real estate developers.
It would appear that Mary C Baker, Adelaide L Rymill and Sidney Rymill retained the ownership of the
house (on lots 51 and 71) as tenants-in-common for a short period before selling it to Springfield Limited
as well.
In May 1929 the property was advertised for sale and described as "one of Adelaide's stateliest homes,
in beautiful grounds, several acres in extent." Directly to the west of the house was a large teardrop
shaped area of lawn. In the south-western corner, fronting Oakdene Road was a large copse planted
with elms, native pines, oaks and other species. To the south, facing Glenwood Road was the shrubbery
garden and its associated walks. Francis Villeneuve Smith of Adelaide, a King's Counsel and his wife
May Winifred Villeneuve Smith bought it in June 1929. The Villeneuve Smiths altered the property
internally. South Australian Homes and Gardens issue of June 1932 shows two photographs of the
interior of the house, one of a cocktail bar, the other of the dining room. Mrs Villeneuve Smith converted
a pantry into a cocktail bar, decorating with an Eastern flavour using black, orange and gold lacquer
embellishments.
After the death of May Villeneuve Smith in February 1933, the house changed hands again, this time to
Eugene Abraham Matison, a medical practitioner and his wife Minnie. It is possible that the Matisons
undertook some alterations to the house. In November 1934, a workmen's lien (an encumbrance on the
Title placed as a result of the non-payment of bills) was placed on the title by Harris Scarfe's Limited.
During their ownership the garden was described as comprising of large areas of lawn with many shrubs.
The trees retained within the garden consisted of silver gums, Moreton Bay fig trees, pines of all
descriptions, wattles and an orangery. Clipped rosemary hedges bordered gravel paths with beds
containing bush roses or climbing varieties trained over arches. Rustic wooden bridges were built over
the watercourses and there was a goldfish pond. At the rear of the house, the former stables and hay loft
existed, said to be part of the original homestead. Beyond that was what was described as a poultry
farm.
In July 1962, lot 51 was sold to Louise Miriam Ligertwood nee Matison. Lot 71, a parcel containing a
little over three acres of Section 891 was sold to Trust Estates Limited with registered offices in Grenfell
Street. At that time, the property was bounded by Elmglade Road, Oakdene Road, Glenwood Road and
part of a drainage reserve to the east. In September 1972, the block was subdivided to form five

separate land parcels.
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Trust Estates Limited retained the part of lot 71 that contained the house and a small amount of land and
the remaining four allotments were sold to a number of owners. The house and land was transferred to
the ownership of Neil Coutts Ligertwood, a Judge and his wife, Louise Miriam Ligertwood. (Louise was
the daughter of the Matisons.) The Ligertwoods retained the ownership of the property until the death of
Neil Ligertwood in December 1990. (His wife had died in 1985.) The executors of his estate sold the
property to the current owners in July 1991.
During the ownership of the Ligertwoods, the house was well known as a place where chamber
orchestras from all over the world played. 'Springfield House' remains as a large and eclectic house that
dates from the 1840s.

Criterion (e) it demonstrates a high degree of creative or technical accomplishment.

Within 'Springfield House', fine quality timbers have been used, particularly in the entrance hall area and
for the staircase, displaying quality craftsmanship. The house also contains some remaining William
Morris tiles used in the fireplaces in the ground and first floor rooms. The house was once full of Morris
wallpapers but these have been removed.
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House, 'Springfield House'

SITE RECORD

Location

2 Elmglade Road, Springfield

Description

Two storeyed house and garden

Boundary

Fenced allotment

Land Description

Lot 261, Part Section 892, Hd Adelaide, CT 3892/34

Local Government

City of Mitcham

Owner

Mr M R Ewer and Ms A Rogers
2 Elmglade Road
Springfield SA 5062

Use

Dwelling

Condition

Good

Other Assessments

NTR 803, Mitcham Heritage Survey, Classification A

Heritage Status

SHR Nominated, File No. 11516

Photographs

x: 1 and 3

Report By

Robyn Taylor
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7

RECOMMENDATIONS: HISTORIC CONSERVATION ZONES

7.1

HISTORIC CONSERVATION ZONES

As stated in the brief, Historic ConseNation Zones 'should possess a distinctive historic, architectural or
other character which it is desirable to protect and enhance through the Development Plan, while not
necessarily exhibiting the exceptional merit required of a State Heritage Area.'
The concept of Historic ConseNation Zones aims to cover localities which are not of sufficient merit to
be designated as a State Heritage Area, but which nevertheless have a distinctive historical character
formed by the interaction between the buildings, spaces, topography and general street pattern and
layout of the area.
As it is the integrity of the built form that forms the basis of the true nature of such an area, it is important
that the retention, refurbishment or replacement of buildings within the zone is undertaken in sympathy
with the historic character of that zone. The external form and architectural detail as they compliment the
historic character and amenity of an Historic ConseNation Zone are important factors. Control over the
alteration and demolition of buildings within Historic ConseNation Zones is desired.
The main aim of Historic ConseNation Zones is to ensure that, in localities of historic character, the
opportunity to maintain that character is not lost through the uncontrolled demolition and alteration of
buildings without the proposal being reviewed by the planning authority (such as Council).
Bearing these general principles in mind, the consultants nominate the following areas as Historic
ConseNation Zones:
•
•

Sheoak Road, Belair, Historic Conservation Zone
Mitcham Village, Mitcham, Historic ConseNation Zone

These zones are located within the suNey area as shown on Figures 7.1 and 7.2.
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7.2

SHEOAK ROAD, BELAIR HISTORIC CONSERVATION ZONE

7 .2.1

Description of Zone

Focusing on the buildings that align Sheoak Road, Belair from approximately the intersection of Old
Belair Road with Sheoak Road stretching in a linear strip to the house at number 53 Sheoak Road,
Belair.
Places of heritage significance within this zone are contained within the following list.

State Heritage Places
Belair Railway Station and Signal Box, Sheoak Road (BEL:011)

Places of Local Heritage Value
former Railway Cottages, Sheoak Road (BEL:012)
St Johns Grammar School; former School Building and House, Sheoak Road (BEL:013)
StJohn's Grammar School Chapel; former Holy Innocents Church, Sheoak Road (BEL:014)
Concrete Water Towers, Sheoak Road (BEL:015)
Belair Uniting Church, Sheoak Road, cnr Alta Mira Crescent (BEL:016)
House, 7 Sheoak Road (BEL:017)
House, 'Barryne', 25 Sheoak Road (BEL:018)
Belair Parish Hall and Church of the Holy Innocents, 29 Sheoak Road (BEL:019)
House, 45 Sheoak Road (BEL:020)
House, 'Birralee', 49-51 Sheoak Road (BEL:021)
House, 53 Sheoak Road (BEL:022)
Shop, Sheoak Deli, 38 Sheoak Road (BEL:026)

Contributory Items
House,
House,
House,
House,
House,
House,
House,
House,
House,
House,
House,

10
19
20
21
26
28
31
32
43
44
50

7 .2.2

Sheoak Road
Sheoak Road
Sheoak Road
Sheoak Road
Sheoak Road
Sheoak Road
Sheoak Road
Sheoak Road
Sheoak Road
Sheoak Road
Sheoak Road

Character Statement

History
Initially in this area, the Government established a farm where government owned stock were pastured
in the 1850s. Other land in the area was owned by farmers.
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Gustave Ludewigs began the subdivision of the area. He subdivided his farming land to create the
township of "Bellair'' in the 1860s but the locality remained largely undeveloped but for farms and
farming land. The area was beginning to open up. The subdivision coincided with the construction of
the main road to Belair. The new road opened to the Belair Hotel in 1869. At this time, the Belair
township was located approximately a mile to the east of the railway station, and consisted of an hotel,
school, store a few houses.
The coming of the railway line prompted the heart of the village to move and prompted a great deal of
subdivision of the land for housing. Land was advertised as being well serviced with facilities, with
beautiful scenery and a "salubrious" climate. By 1901 there were just over 100 houses in Belair and
Blackwood. The climate attracted a number of institutions to build sanatoriums or hostels of one kind or
another. Others built substantial houses. But by the turn of the century the railway station existed in
close proximity to a shop, a school, a church, a police station, housing and other community facilities.
In the twentieth century, development continued apace.

Land Use
This zone includes a mixture of development; from churches, to schools, a local shop, the CFS
headquarters and concrete water towers, but mostly it consists of houses built during the period of 1880s
to 1900, situated on large blocks.
Built Form

Generally the style of the houses ranges from originally four to six room villas, often with return
verandahs situated on larger than average allotments, to very large houses originally on substantial
grounds.
The churches and other institutional buildings are more variable. The Uniting Church dates from the
1920s and is built of red brick. The Anglican Church is a very recent but sympathetic construction. The
Parish Hall is a timber framed, corrugated iron clad building.
Mostly the houses and other buildings are built of stone and brick with hipped corrugated iron roofs and
brick chimneys. Gardens are large and well treed. The set backs vary; from non existent with the
Sheoak Deli, to narrow with the railway cottage to vast park like grounds with 'Birralee' and 'Barryne'.
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Sheoak Road, Belair Historic Conservation Zone
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Sheoak Road, Belair Historic Conservation Zone
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7.3

7.3.1

MITCHAM VILLAGE, MITCHAM HISTORIC CONSERVATION ZONE

Description of Zone

This zone incorporates the 'core' area of the village of Mitcham including the commercial precincts of
Welbourne Street, High Street and Albert Street, generally on the western side of Taylors Road. The
northern boundary generally includes Princes Road and Maitland Street, the eastern side of High Street,
the Reserve and bounded on the west by Muggs Hill Road and Gilpin Lane.
Places of heritage significance within this zone are contained within the following list.

State Heritage Places
House, 27 Albert Street (MIT:003)
Edinburgh Hotel, 7 High Street (MIT:013)

Places of Local Heritage Value
former Shop and House, 21 Albert Street (MIT:001)
House, 23 Albert Street (MIT:002)
former Mitcham Hotel, 41 Albert Street (MIT:004)
House, Coach house, Stables and Fence, 'Montrose'; 'Kallawar', 2-8 Albert Street (MIT:005)
Mitcham Baptist Church, 18 Albert Street (MIT:006)
Cottage, 6 Lochness Avenue (MIT:015)
Scout Hall; former Newey's Stables, Maitland Street (MIT:016)
House, 'Conquest House', Norman Walk (MIT:017)
Mitcham SES; former Police Station, Princes Road (MIT:022)
former Mitcham Institute, Princes Road (MIT:023)
Shop and House, 105-107 Princes Road (MIT:024)
House; former Baptist Manse, 10 Welbourne Street (MIT:030)
Stamps Cafe; former Thwaites Shop, 12 Welbourne Street (MIT:031)
House; former Post Office, 14 Welbourne Street (MIT:032)

Contributory Items
Attached Houses, 'Gilchrist House', 10-16 Albert Street
House, 15 Albert Street
Attached cottages, 17-19 Albert Street
House, 20 Albert Street
House, 22 Albert Street
House, 24 Albert Street
House, 25 Albert Street
House, 30 Albert Street
Shop, Edinburgh Cellars, 33 Albert Street
Mitcham Village Kindergarten, 35 Albert Street
Attached cottages, 2-4 Bradey Street
House, 6 Bradey Street
Cottage, 10 Bra dey Street
House, 12 Bradey Street
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Cottage, 2 Gilpin Lane
Attached cottages, 4 Lochness Avenue
Cottage, 2 Rose Lane
House, 'Hillslie', 6 Welbourne Street
House, 8 Welbourne Street
former Bakery and House, 13 Welbourne Street

7.3.2

Character Statement

History
The village of Mitcham has its origins in the early years of the settlement of South Australia and the work
of the South Australian Company. This Company had purchased much of the land immediately
surrounding the City of Adelaide and by 1839 was discussing options for the development and
improvement of their holdings.
The areas to the south and east of Adelaide were considered ideal for settlement, being well timbered
and watered by the creeks that ran from the hills. The hills rising from the plains also provided for
quarrying and mining activities.
A small sheep run had been established by the South Australian Company at Brownhill Creek, and the
Company, recognising the potential of the area, decided to encourage settlement by creating a village on
the land contained within Section 248. This new village was to be properly suNeyed and would be laid
out on the lines of an English village, complete with a village 'green', on which were reseNed sites for a
school and church. The village was divided up into 103 lots which were advertised for sale in 1840s. By
1848 all the allotments had been sold.
Apart from the church/school building on the reseNe, Mitcham village could boast several other
substantial buildings by the late 1840s. The first hotel in the village, the Black Swan, opened in 1847. In
September 1848 the foundation stone of St Michael's church was laid and by 1849 there was a post
office operating in the village. By 1852 the village of Mitcham had 56 houses, an hotel, two grocery
shops and a butcher's shop. There were also larger houses, such as 'Rust Hall' (built in 1847).
From the 1850s to 1880s Mitcham village was developing as the seNice centre for a range of activities
in the surrounding area. Local industries included mining, quarrying, farming and market gardening.
Building increased in the village. During this time St Michael's church was completed and the Mitcham
Baptist Church was also built. The Mitcham Institute hall was completed in the 1870s.
The core precinct of the village still exhibits many aspects of its early beginnings, with commercial
buildings: post office, bakery, shops and hotels mingling with a range of houses and cottages reflecting
its semi-rural and self-contained origins.
Land Use

The Mitcham village zone includes a wide range of land uses including commercial, in the form of small
local shops and hotels, religious and educational in the form of churches, school buildings and the former
Institute and residential, ranging in scale from small, simple cottages to larger detached houses. Part of
the zone includes recreational space in the form of the Mitcham ReseNe.
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Built Form
The form of buildings within Mitcham village is generally small in scale and of single storey construction,
with the exception of the grander public buildings such as the Institute, churches and the former
Temperance Hotel.
All of the significant buildings within the zone are constructed of stone (mostly locally quarried) with brick
detailing. Residential buildings are predominantly symmetrical cottages with hipped corrugated iron
roofs, interspersed with a few gable roofed cottages and attached dwellings. A few larger houses which
could be described as late Victorian villas are located throughout the zone.
Small local shops form important elements of the streetscapes and are generally of similar construction
to the houses but with little or no setbacks from street frontages. The streets in the zone are typically
wide, in some cases retaining early or original slate/bluestone kerbing with the two lanes, Gilpin and
Rose, being the exceptions.
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FIGURE 7.2
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Mitcham Village, Mitcham Historic Conservation Zone

Taylor Weidenhofer

199

MITCHAM HERITAGE SURVEY

Mitcham Village, Mitcham Historic Conservation Zone
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8

RECOMMENDATIONS: PLACES OF LOCAL HERITAGE VALUE

8.1

CRITERIA FOR LOCAL HERITAGE PLACES

Places considered to be of local heritage value to the City of Mitcham are detailed below These are
places which have a degree of architectural or social value but which do not merit nomination for the
State Heritage Register, given the scope of research of this survey.
A place may be designated as being of local heritage value under Section 23(4) of the Development Act
1993 if:
a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area; or

b)

it represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local area; or

c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents; or

d)

it displays aesthetic merit, design characteristics or construction techniques of significance to the
local area; or

e)

it is associated with a notable local personality or event; or

f)

it is a notable landmark in the area.
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8.2
8.2.1

BEDFORD PARK

Historical Background

The suburb of Bedford Park had its origins in a large property established by members of the Hancock
family. During the nineteenth century and into the twentieth, it was used as farming land. The first
subdivision of the area for housing occurred in the 1920s with the creation of the subdivision 'Burbank',
however the majority of the houses in lhe suburb would seem to date from the 1950s onwards. The
history of these areas is referred to later in this report.
A large amount of the land that was owned by the Hancock family between the years of 1912-15, was put
to another purpose in the early twentieth century. In January 1915, some 370 acres of this farm,
including the Hancock's two storeyed stone homestead was purchased by the South Australian
Government for use as a remount area. Later it was decided that some accommodation was required for
soldiers who had returned to South Australia with tubercular illness. The Bedford Park Sanatorium was
one of two established in South Australia at this time; one in Myrtle Bank and one in Bedford Park. The
first returned soldiers were transferred to the newly opened sanatorium in June 1917. It could
accommodate 57 patients.
Four timber chalets, built on stilts with long verandahs were constructed around the old homestead to
provide additional accommodation and in 1928 another chalet was added to accommodate a further 74
patients. By this time, the Sanatorium was accepting civilians with TB as well. By 1944, the sanatorium
had the capacity to take 100 patients in six chalets. The land on which the Sanatorium sat was used as
farm land, producing milk from dairy cows, vegetables and poultry. By 1946, the farm had ten acres of
orchards associated with it as well as glasshouses for growing tomatoes, pigs, and fields in which hay,
grain and straw were grown.
The Sanatorium was closed in May 1961 after it had been decided that the site would be used for the
University of Adelaide's new campus at Bedford Park, now Flinders University.
The whole site (370 acres) was to be used for the new university. Work began on the site in 1964, and it
was expected that the first students would enrol and commence their studies in early 1966. The campus
buildings and landscaping was designed by the architectural firm Hassell and McConnell and the builders
were S J Weir and Baulderstones. The campus was planned to include Schools of Language and
Literature, Social Sciences, Physical Sciences, Biological Sciences and buildings to accommodate the
Library, administration and student union. Playing fields and carparks were also planned in addition to a
large lake, planned as the feature of the campus. By December 1965 work was well under way and
several buildings were completed or nearing completion.
At that time, there was little public transport provided to the site and it was hoped that bus services would
be extended and that the railway could be linked to the anticipated bus routes. Problems were also
experienced with the lake. It was not holding water and the site's height above sea level made the task
of pumping water to it particularly difficult.
The official opening of the University was conducted in March 1966 by the Queen Mother. At the time of
its opening, 21 academic chairs and four academic schools had been established at the University.
Some 300 undergraduate students had enrolled in addition to 30 higher degree students.
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In 1974, plans were announced for the construction of Flinders Medical Centre, a 700 bed teaching
hospital. The Medical Centre was to be built in stages and take over five years to be built at a cost of
more that $54 million. The coordinating architects for the work were Cheesman, Ooley, Brabham and
Neighbour. Diagnostic, teaching and research laboratories were built in addition to a library, offices, an
accident and emergency section as well as a delivery ward. The hospital was to be fully integrated with
a School of Nursing and a School of Medicine. Flinders Medical Centre was the only hospital in Australia
to have a fully integrated medical school. Medical students first enrolled at the University in 1974.
The first stage of the Medical Centre was opened in February 1975 by the then Governor, Sir Mark
Oliphant. The third stage of the contract was let in June 1975 and incorporated the construction of more
beds and accommodation for the specialist departments of psychiatry and community medicine. It was
planned to be completed by 1977. At that time, further stages were planned.
Other facilities have continued to be built at the site. In 1989, work commenced on a four level split deck
carpark at Flinders with 720 bays and a walkway to the Medical Centre. Two levels of shops and offices
were to be incorporated into the complex. In 1990 work commenced on a $5.5 million research
laboratory extension at Flinders Medical Centre. It was to be a five level complex with 22 additional
1
laboratories.
The northern corner of Bedford Park is occupied by housing. It would appear that this small subdivision
of approximately 165 allotments was created in the 1920s. C H Ragless had owned this part of Bedford
Park and his subdivision created Sutton, Maidstone, Lincoln, Burbank, Kelvin and Edison Roads. It was
first offered for sale in 1927 with the name of Burbank Estate and allotments continued to be sold during
the 1930s. Most of the housing stock seems to date from the 1950s and later.
In the southern portion of the suburb a further portion is devoted to housing. This subdivision contains
housing that dates from the 1960s onwards. It would seem that the streets located close to the Sturt
River were the first to be developed and now feature mature street trees. Those higher up the hill were
developed at a later date and there are some remaining allotments as yet undeveloped.
The housing stock in both areas is most commonly single storey, cream or red brick houses with low
pitched tiled roofs. In terms of architectural style, they are typical of the post War years; some being
examples of Austerity architecture, others using Australian or American 'Colonial' decorative motives.
Most are single dwellings but there are a few duplexes and townhouse developments, the later being
usually two storeyed.
References
Aeuckens, A. 1989, More About Mitcham, City of Mitcham
Various newspaper articles and cuttings, held in the Bedford Park Local History Files at the Mitcham
Heritage Research Centre
8.2.2

Places of Local Heritage Value

There were no places of local heritage value identified in Bedford Park.

The consultants conducting this survey have decided not to list (at either a State or local level) Flinders
University or the Flinders Medical Centre. The principal reason is that both sites are considered to be too
recently built and too large to adequately judge their merits. They are clearly both of enormous importance
to Adelaide and to South Australia and will have to assessed at a later date.
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MITCHAM HERITAGE SURVEY

8.3
8.3.1

BELAIR

Historical Background

The suburb of Belair is surrounded on three sides by parks. To the west is the Watiparinga Reserve,
Sleeps Hill Quarries, and the Windy Point Reserve, to the east is the Belair National Park, and to the
north is the Brown hill Creek Reserve. By 1858 the area was known as Belair.
Initially in this area, the Government established a farm where government owned stock were pastured
in the 1840s and 1850s. In 1859, a small summer residence for the Governor was built and was used by
a number of Governors until the construction of Marble Hill in the 1880s. Other land in the area was
owned by farmers.
Gustav Ludewigs acquired some land (either by lease or freehold) in 1855 in the vicinity of Retreat
House. It is possible that Ludewigs began the subdivision of the area although no official subdivision
plan is recorded and there seems to be no record of allotments being sold to anyone other that a church
group, the records contain some reference to Belair township allotments in 1861. The Belair locality
remained largely undeveloped but for farming land, small dwellings and the occasional grand house. In
time, a township grew located some distance to the east of the railway station and consisted of an hotel,
school, store a few houses. Very little remains from this first township.
The coming of the railway line prompted the heart of the village to move and encouraged a great deal of
subdivision of the land for housing. (Because of the importance of the railway line and the intact nature
of the station buildings, the Belair Railway Station is included in the State Heritage Register.) It is
described by the author Annely Aeuckens as the "second growth area in the Council district." During the
period of the 1880s to the First World War, there was something of boom in the subdivision of land in the
area and consequently in the number of buildings erected. Land was advertised as being well serviced
with facilities, with beautiful scenery and a "salubrious" climate. By 1901 there were just over 100
houses in Belair and Blackwood. The climate attracted a number of institutions to build sanatoriums or
hostels of one kind or another. (The former TB sanatorium 'Nunyara' and the former Home for Inebriates
are nominated for inclusion in the State Heritage Register.) Others built substantial houses. But by the
turn of the century, the railway station existed in close proximity to a shop, a school, a church, a police
station, housing and other community facilities.
In the 1880s at the time of this increasing subdivision of the area, the Government proposed a scheme
to subdivide the farm into workingmen's blocks. The public protested that the park should be left for
indigenous plants and animals and as a space for public recreation. Eventually, in 1891 the National
Park Act was passed vesting in perpetuity nearly 800 acres of the farm to a Board of Commissioners
who would run it in the future. The park slowly developed although substantial amounts of native trees
were removed and exotics introduced. Increasingly visitors numbers at the park increased and it
remains a popular place for picnics. Belair Recreation Park was the first to be established in South
Australia and the second to be established in Australia. It is included in the State Heritage Register as a
State Heritage Area.
The subdivisions of Belair prompted by the railway line continued for nearly a century and the following
paragraphs describe only a few of the subdivisions of Belair. Before the introduction of postcodes and
the consequent consolidation of suburb names, parts of Belair were known as Alta Cresta, Belair Park,
Belair West, Crest Alta, Mitcham Heights, Mona Ita Park, Nunyara and Sleep's Hill.
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A strip along Sheoak Road (near the proposed railway station) was subdivided and offered for sale by the
Hills Land and Investment Company in the 1880s. These were mostly large allotments (of some three to
five acres) in the area of Old Belair Road, James Road and Serpentine Road. They were later
subdivided again, but provide a fairly cohesive strip of late nineteenth century buildings and have been
nominated in this survey as a Historic Conservation Zone. Near Main Road, allotments were surveyed
and subdivided in 1893. Initially, prospective buyers were given the incentive of free railway travel upon
the construction of a house on their newly acquired land.
In the 1920s, parts of the George Downer's property 'Monalta Park' was subdivided and offered for sale.
The subdivision of Belair Estate was created in the 1930s, again from Downer land. The Co-operative
Building Society of South Australia subdivided land and sold it to its members in the area of the former
Nunyara sanatorium in the 1950s.
In the 1960s, further land was offered for sale in what had been 'Monalta'. In 1967 64 residential sites
were offered for sale and Thorngate, Monalta and Landsdowne Avenues created. The property had been
owned by the Hannaford family and was known as Hannaford's Farm, one of the last dairies to operate in
metropolitan Adelaide. This is an interesting subdivision in that the developers provided architecturallydesigned, speculatively-built houses in a range of designs on a scale that had not been seen to that
point. Once the client had selected a design, the house was individually positioned on the allotment and
constructed for a standard price.
The increasing subdivisions and numbers of houses and population in the twentieth century, prompted
the construction of public facilities such as primary schools, private community hospitals, community
meeting halls, shopping centres and the like. Development is still continuing in the area, although it now
mostly consists of construction on the odd allotment that has not been built upon and the subdivision of
the remaining larger estates for housing or aged care complexes.
The suburb of Belair consists mostly of residential development from the period of the 1880s through to
the present day. It varies greatly in terms of cost of construction, materials used, architectural style,
number of storeys, siting on the block. Each subdivision tends to be fairly consistent. There are some
interesting subdivisions and housing types, for example the architect designed project home subdivision
of the late 1960s in the Monalta Drive area. In the area of Gault Road, Ardrossan Avenue and Bilinga
Way, one finds asbestos clad houses that would seem to date from the 1940s or 1950s. There is no
cohesive cluster of houses, rather they are to be found every now and again in this area. The Sheoak
Road strip of development (of houses built during the period of 1870s to 1900, situated on large blocks)
is by far the most consistent of the nineteenth century developments in Belair.
References
Aeuckens, A. 1989, More About Mitcham, City of Mitcham
Cordes, D. 1983, The Park at BelairJ. author, Belair
Local History files for Belair
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8.3.2

Places of Local Heritage Value

Places of local heritage value in Belair are summarised below.
..
•
•
o

o

•
..
•
•
•
•
•
..
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Windy Point Observation Point, Belair Road (BEL:001)
former Winery and Coldstore, Hannaford Reserve (BEL:004)
Kalyra Nursing Home, 48-54 Kalyra Road (BEL:006)
former House, Coachhouse and Fountain, Blackwood and Districts Community Hospital, 13 Laffers
Road (BEL:007)
Belair Primary School, Main Road (BEL:008)
House; former Police Station, 29 Main Road (BEL:009)
House; former Baptist Church, 41 Main Road (BEL:010)
former Railway Cottages, Sheoak Road (BEL:012)
St John's Grammar School, former School Building and House, Sheoak Road (BEL:013)
StJohn's Grammar School Chapel; former Holy Innocents Church, Sheoak Road (BEL:014)
Concrete Water Towers, Sheoak Road (BEL:015)
Belair Uniting Church, Sheoak Road, cnr Alta Mira Crescent (BEL:016)
House, 7 Sheoak Road (BEL:017)
House, 'Barryne', 25 Sheoak Road (BEL:018)
Belair Parish Hall and Church of the Holy Innocents, 29 Sheoak Road (BEL:019)
House, 45 Sheoak Road (BEL:020)
House, 'Birralee', 49-51 Sheoak Road (BEL:021)
House, 53 Sheoak Road (BEL:022)
House, 55 Sheoak Road (BEL:023)
House, Sheoak Hill Riding School (BEL:024)
House, 143 Sheoak Road (BEL:025)
Shop, Sheoak Deli, 38 Sheoak Road (BEL:026)
Tunnels, Belair National Park, Upper Sturt Road (BEL:027)

These places are located on Figure 8.1.

206

Taylor Weidenhofer

MITCHAM HERITAGE SURVEY

t~
...J

w

co

MITCHAM HERITAGE SURVEY

208

Taylor Weidenhofer

MITCHAM HERITAGE SURVEY

Windy Point Observation Point

BEL:001

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Belair Road, part of the Windy Point Recreation Park
BELAIR 5052
Corporation of the City of Mitcham, 131 Belair Road, Torrens Park SA 5062
Recreation Reserve 597 (Gazetted 12.9.1991)
Not applicable
Not applicable
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHRNo

1/11, 12
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Windy Point Observation Point
DESCRIPTION
An observation point located on a ridge of a hill that has a panoramic view over the plains and the sea.
A restaurant and parking area occupy this site.

HISTORY
The land in the vicinity of the Windy Point Observation Point was initially purchased in the 1850s. For
most of its history, during European times, it has been used for quarrying and grazing purposes. It is
now a part of the Windy Point Recreation Park.
Windy Point has been an established and popular place to view the plains and sea since at least 1931.
In that time through to the 1960s and 1970s, the site had a kiosk and lapped timber board building that
housed a camera obscura in addition to the parking areas.
After many years of debate and numerous attempts, approval was granted to build a restaurant at the
site in 1982. A 240 seat restaurant/ kiosk that was designed to blend with the natural environment and
not be exposed to the skyline was constructed. The restaurant had a mechanically opening roof, that
failed to close when tested. It is possible that the current low stone walls were added or upgraded in the
early 1980s.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
Of significance as a long established place from which to obtain a sweeping view of the plains and coast
area of Adelaide.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)
f)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area
it is a notable landmark in the area

References
Local History files for Belair
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former Winery and Coldstore

BEL:004

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Hannafords Reserve
BELAIR 5052
City of Mitcham, 131
254
882
4217/343
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

Bel~ir

Road, Mitcham SA 5062

Nominated
Mitcham Heritage Survey, Classification C

SHR No 6628-13863

4/14
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former Winery and Coldstore
DESCRIPTION
A large, two storeyed bluestone building with brick surrounds and quoins, built in at least two stages (possibly 1856
with a later extension dating from c. 1866.) The building has had a concrete render applied to its surface. The
walls of the building are said to be 3 feet and 6 inches thick. It is located as an isolated building within a reserve.

HISTORY
The land on which the building stands was once part of the property known as 'Monalta' or 'Monalta Park' and this
building is said to have been constructed for use as a winery or wine cellar in the 1840s. Some local historians
think it was constructed by Charles Giles, an early owner of the land. The Mitcham Heritage Survey (1979) states
that it was originally used as a wine cellar from the 1870s before its acquisition by the Hannaford family. Ebenezer
Ward's publication Vineyards and Orchards of 1862 describes a cellar as existing on the property constructed from
stone collected from the surrounding vineyard. It seems likely that the cellar that Ward describes as existing in
1862 is this building.
The building was located on a land parcel said to have been owned by Charles Giles, who bought 80 acres in 1844.
Later in the nineteenth century, a number of smaller landholdings (including Giles'} were acquired and
amalgamated by R B Andrews who named his land holding 'Monalta'. Andrews constructed a ten-roomed house
prior to 1862 on the corner of Laffers Road and Main Road, what is now the Blackwood and Districts Community
Hospital. At that stage, Andrews property consisted of some 17 acres of vineyard and one acre of orchard. It is not
known what the winery was used for during the ownership of A G Downer, who bought it from Andrews.
In c. 1920, some 100 acres were acquired by H 0 Hannaford, a farmer from Cudlee Creek. At that time about 50
acres of the property was devoted to orchards (apples in the main) and a few vines still existed. The remaining land
was grazing land. Hannaford established a herd of dairy cows and in 1929 acquired his dairyman's licence, which
enabled him to sell milk directly to milk vendors and the public.
As the years progressed the Hannaford family increased their emphasis on dairying and on their orchards. Prior to
the Second World War the family milked their herd by hand but it became increasingly necessary to build a
mechanical dairy. This was done in 1943 and the dairy (now demolished) was said to be one of the best designed
and most efficient dairies in South Australia.
In 1946 the Hannafords modified the winery building for use as a cold store and/or fruit packing shed after the one
they had been using at Blackwood was destroyed by fire. The building was insulated and fitted with refrigeration.
The cold store had the capacity of storing 4 000 cases of fruit.
The land passed from one generation to another and in the 1960s the family began to consider the subdivision and
sale of the land for housing. In 1967 the subdivision began and the dairy and orchard closed soon after.
The building is now marked by a plaque (unveiled on 24 Apri11994) which records its history.
STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
The winery/coldstore building is significant in being one of the earliest surviving buildings that reveals the history of
the area prior to subdivision for housing. It is also a familiar landmark to locals.
RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)
f)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.
it is a notable landmark in the area.

References
Marsden, A & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide, p. 123
Aeuckens, A 1989, More About Mitcham, City of Mitcham, p. 66
State Heritage Branch files
Local History files for Belair
Ward, E. 1862, Vineyards and Orchards, pp. 62-4
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BEL:006

Kalyra Nursing Home
LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

48-54 Kalyra Road
BELAIR 5052
Kalyra Sanatorium, 48-54 Kalyra Road, Belair SA 5052
1, 22, 23, 24, 27, 28 and 29
1142
5212/820
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

Film/Neg No

SHRNo
National Trust of SA, Filed, File No. 1353
Mitcham Heritage Survey, Classification C

9/18
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Kalyra Nursing Home
DESCRIPTION
A complex of sandstone and red brick single storey buildings built in the Federation style. The buildings have
hipped and gabled roof, timber bargeboards and some terra cotta decorations to the gable ends.

HISTORY
In February 1894 the James Brown Memorial Trust purchased 17 acres of land at Belair from Mr C T Cowie and
established a sanatorium 'Kalyra' for the treatment of patients with tuberculosis. TB was at that time one of the
most prevalent diseases of the nineteenth century. The site at Belair was chosen because of the then current
treatment practice of "cold, clean air". Later further land, adjoining the original site, was acquired.
The James Brown Memorial Trust was established in 1892 after the death of Jessie Brown. She left the bulk of her
estate as a Trust in memory of her husband with instructions that the money was to be used to create institutions to
aid the sick or disabled or poor or whomever the trustees thought fit.
The first building was constructed on the site in 1894-95 and consisted of ten rooms for patients, a scullery, cellar,
washhouse, laundry and nurses' quarters. The first patients were admitted in 1895 at a time when Dr A H Gault
was the Medical Superintendent. (He later established Nunyara Sanatorium not far away.) A mortuary was also
constructed soon after the patients began to occupy the building.
Later buildings followed on the site including a dining room (built 1899), the Goode Wing (opened in 1903), the
Bellevue Wing (opened in 1904) and then the Old Colonists' Wing (1909). In 1923 the present library was
constructed and in 1928 a recreation room for the male patients. The existing Nurses' Quarters were extended with
a two storey building in 1950 and the Goode Wing extended in 1951. The kitchen block was rebuilt and staff
quarters added in 1955. A two storeyed amenities block was added in 1967. In the late 1960s substantial
rebuilding and new building work was conducted on site. Some of the original buildings were demolished, others
changed.
In the second half of the twentieth century, the number of cases of TB was dramatically reduced as the disease was
effectively combated by newly developed drugs. Kalyra's function began to change in response. It began to accept
more elderly patients and built hostel accommodation to house 52 elderly patients. In 1978 Commonwealth
funding ceased for Kalyra and it continued as a rehabilitation convalescent hospital and a hospice (from 1979 1987).
In 1988, State Government funding to Kalyra's hospice ceased and the Trust that operates Kalyra established a 40
bed nursing home. Renovations were made to the hostel accommodation.
In the 1990s, a retirement village, known as Kalyra Heights was constructed surrounding the former sanatorium
and the 80 houses offered for sale: The complex now has 34 serviced apartments, a village centre and recreational
amenities. It is one of the few facilities in the State that provides four levels of care.
STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
The former Kalyra Sanatorium is of significance as a reminder of the early history of this part of Belair. It was one
of several TB sanatoriums established in what was a very sparsely occupied area, at the turn of the century. It has
played a prominent part in the history of the area and is a notable landmark to Belair residents.
RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)
f)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area
it is a notable landmark in the area

References
Aeuckens, A. 1989, More About Mitcham, City of Mitcham, pp. 127-8
Local History files for Daw Park and Belair
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide, p. 123
Mortimer, V. 1990, The James Brown Memorial Trust, The James Brown Memorial Trust, Adelaide, to celebrate the
98th anniversary of the Trust
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former House, Coachhouse and Fountain, Blackwood and
Districts Community Hospital

BEL:007

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

13 Laffers Road
BELAIR 5052
Blackwood and Districts Community Hospital, PO Box 246, Blackwood SA 5051

882
2427/60
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

Film/Neg No

SHRNo
National Trust of SA, Filed, File No. 2771
Mitcham Heritage Survey, Classification C

4/15
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former House, Coachhouse and Fountain, Blackwood and
Districts Community Hospital
DESCRIPTION
Contained within the grounds of the Blackwood and Districts Community Hospital are two old buildings and a
fountain. The main old building on the site is the former residence, 'Cherington', the main house on the 'Monalta'
property. The building is set on a sloping site so that on the eastern side of the building, two storeys are visible and
on the western side, only one. The house is a substantial sandstone construction and was a fine building. On its
eastern side the house has a surrounding verandah and a series of double doors that open onto the verandah.
Some doorways remain in their original state while others have been altered with the insertion of sliding aluminium
framed doors. Each opening is surrounded by tooled sandstone quoins and a keyed arch above the doorways. The
verandah of the building retains its original fine timber decorations. Substantial alterations have occurred to the
rear of the house. It has been linked to and incorporated into a modern two storey hospital block. The original
coach house remains on the site. This is a small stone building with an unusual roof form, stone quoins and a brick
chimney. The front elevation has a doorway with side and fan lights set behind a small porch. The western
elevation has two multi-paned windows. The building has been substantially altered and partially underset.

The former house faces fine old gardens of which a fountain is the centrepiece. It is a remarkable object, seemingly
carved from stone with a cast iron spout. The base of the fountain features a central large column surrounded by
four smaller columns. On one of the smaller columns there is a lizard carved in relief on the stone. Overall the
carving appears to be Gothic in style and features acanthus leaves and stylised sea creatures.
HISTORY
Little is known about the construction of this house but it is believed that the house 'Cherington', its fountain and
coachhouse were built by Mr R B Andrews, a solicitor prior to 1862. Ebenezer Ward's publication Vineyards and
Orchards of 1862 describes the house as being "a newly built, substantial freestone edifice". Ward describes the
property as consisting of about 17 acres in all of vineyard and one acre of orchard. It states that Andrews built a
cellar and an embankment around the residence from stone collected from the vineyard. It seems likely that the
cellar referred to is that located in Hannaford's Reserve. The house and the land on which it sits passed into the
ownership of Mr H 0 Hannaford in the 1920s. He subdivided the land and sold the house and eight acres of land to
the Wykeham Boys' School for use as a boarding school in 1925. In the 1930s the school closed. Members of the
Blades family owned the house from the 1930s to the 1950s.

The imminent sale of 'Cherington' was what prompted the establishment of the Blackwood and Districts Community
Hospital in the 1950s. A decision was taken to purchase the 16 roomed house in 1953 as the cost of converting it
to a twelve bed hospital would be less than the construction of a new building.
With a Government subsidy, alterations were made to the building and a twelve bed hospital with an operating
theatre opened in September 1953. The first baby was born in the Hospital in April 1954. In its first year, the
Hospital treated 850 patients including 235 obstetric cases. Patient numbers have increased over the years with
trends showing a rise in surgical patients and a slow decline in obstetric cases. A number of alterations have taken
place to the original house and other buildings within its grounds, aside from the alterations that occurred in the
1950s. A new Obstetric Theatre and Nursery were added in 1962. The original laundry was rebuilt in 1965. In
1967 a large two storey extension was built over the existing hospital building to provide two theatres and increase
the bed number to 54. Later alterations have included the construction of a Nurses' Home, and the opening of new
or recently altered wards within the main hospital building.
STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
The former house 'Cherington' and its fountain and coachhouse are significant to the local area because they
represent one of the first major properties and grand houses to be established or built in Belair. Although greatly
altered, the house was a fine example of nineteenth century architecture.
RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)
it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.
d)
it displays aesthetic merits, design characteristics or construction techniques of significance to the local area.
f)
it is a notable landmark in the area.

References
Aeuckens, A. 1989, More About Mitcham, City of Mitcham, pp. 132-4
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide, p. 125
Local History files for Belair
Ward, E. 1862, Vineyards and Orchards, pp. 62-4
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Belair Primary School

BEL:OOS

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Main Road
BELAIR 5052
Minister of Education, 31 Flinders Street, Adelaide SA 5000
74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 74, 75 and 76
882 and part 1124

4055n06
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHRNo

1/14
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Belair Primary School
DESCRIPTION
A primary school dating from the 1950s. It consists of a main 'L' shaped building set around a large
quadrangle. The complex now contains a newer red brick classroom block and a collection of
transportable buildings as well as playgrounds.

HISTORY
During the 1950s the population of the suburb of Belair rose dramatically. A previous school, built on a
site adjoining Sheoak Road in 1912 was far too small to accommodate the rising numbers. As a
consequence the Belair Primary School building (a block containing classrooms and administration
facilities) was constructed and opened in September 1957.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
The construction of this school is significant as an indicator of the suburban development of Belair and
the dramatic rise in population in the late twentieth century.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area

References
Aeuckens, A. 1989, More About Mitcham, City of Mitcham, p. 88 and p. 92
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House; former Police Station

BEL:009

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

29 Main Road
BELAIR 5052
Messrs J A and MD Fairnington, 29 Main Road, Belair SA 5052
part 1124
1810/118
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHRNo
Mitcham Heritage Survey, Classification C

1/13
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House; former Police Station
DESCRIPTION
A greatly altered partly bluestone building. Alterations have occurred to both the rear and sides of the
building and it is difficult to detect the original building's form.

HISTORY
This building was apparently the police station for Belair in the 1880s. It was then used as a pie and
pasty shop. In the late 1930s it was converted to a residence and extensively altered in the process. At
that time a new police station was constructed in Blackwood.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
Although greatly altered, this building remains as evidence of an early police station in a newly
established area.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.

References
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide, p. 123
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House; former Baptist Church

BEL:010

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

41 Main Road
BELAIR 5052
Mrs A Bird, 41 Belair Road, Belair SA 5052
1125
4119/34
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHRNo

1/15
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House; former Baptist Church
DESCRIPTION
A stone gable roofed chapel building now surrounded by more modern additions.

HISTORY
A small number of Baptists built a chapel on Main Road at Belair in 1869 but left the building in an
unfinished state. The chapel was eventually finished and re-opened for short periods during the 1870s,
1880s and 1890s but it was never supported by a strong congregation.
As a result the building was sold for use as a private residence. It has been greatly altered during the
process of its conversion to a residence, having been surrounded by rooms with parts of the old building
being rebuilt.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
An early building in the Belair area associated with the settlement of Baptists, but vastly altered from its
original state.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area

References
Local History files for Belair
Norman, W. A. 1954, The History of the City of Mitcham, Corporation of the City of Mitcham, p. 98
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former Railway Cottages

BEL:012

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Sheoak Road
BELAIR 5052
St Johns Grammar School Incorporated, 42 Sheoak Road, Belair SA 5052
lot 749, 750, 751, 753 and 754
Not recorded on the CT
4196/458, 4196/459, 4196/460, 4196/461, 4196/462
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

Nominated
SHR No 6628-10618
Mitcham Heritage Survey, part of Precinct 1, Classification B
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former Railway Cottages
DESCRIPTION
This item consists of a group of three to four simple attached railway cottages, built of stone with brick
surrounds with a concave front verandah. The houses are now incorporated into the St John's School
grounds.

HISTORY
It seems likely that these attached houses were built at or near the time when the Adelaide-Naime
railway line was constructed, in c. 1887. The land on which they are sited was once part of the Belair
National Park and was acquired by the South Australian Railways in 1882-83.
However there are some differing theories. Some local history concerning these houses states that they
were built by Dr T K Hamilton for his horses and coachmen and that the stables once attached to the
houses have been demolished. Although other theories exist, none can be substantiated.
The research that has been conducted on these houses suggests that they were constructed by 1883 and
were residences for maintenance workers on the railway line. The houses were altered in 1909. In the
1980s several houses located near these cottages that had been associated with the railway were
demolished in the face of local protests. Numbers 58, 56, 48 and 70 appear to have been demolished.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
Because of their age and association with the Adelaide to Nairne railway, the former railway cottages are
significant in illustrating the history of this part of the Belair area.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area

References
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage SuNey, National Estate, Adelaide, p. 121
State Heritage Branch files
Cordes, D. 1983, The Park at Belair, author, Adelaide, pp. 258-9
Notes provided by Betty Ashton, April 1995
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StJohn's Grammar School; former School Building and
House

BEL:013

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Sheoak Road
BELAIR 5052
St Johns Grammar School Incorporated, 42 Sheoak Road, Belair SA 5052
1072
1518/101
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHR No
Mitcham Heritage SuNey, part of Precinct 1, Classification C

2/5, 6

Taylor Weidenhofer
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StJohn's Grammar School; former School Building and
House
DESCRIPTION
A plain and simple red brick house and gable roofed school building, flanked by new school classrooms
and other facilities.
HISTORY
The core of the campus of St Johns Grammar School was once the Belair Primary School constructed in
1911 or1912.
A school at Belair had been established in the early 1860s but it opened only briefly at that time and
again in the 1870s. In 1911 or 1912, the Education Department constructed a building near the railway
line for the local children. During the 1950s when the population of the suburb of Belair rose dramatically
the Sheoak Road school was too small to accommodate the rising numbers. As a consequence the
Belair Primary School building on Main Road (a block containing classrooms and administration
facilities) was constructed and opened in September 1957.
St John's, a private Anglican school occupied the old Belair Primary School building and was founded in
1958 with 29 students in kindergarten and primary levels. The students had transferred from the
Anglican day school at St Augustine's in Unley. In 1959 the first headmaster was appointed at StJohn's
and until 1961 the school was conducted in the old school building which had been divided into two
rooms. In 1961 an addition known as 'the space' was added to the old building and in 1966 and 1969 two
new classrooms were erected. Since the 1970s development at the school has proceeded at a pace with
further classrooms and amenities being added. In 1977 the school property, which had been rented was
purchased from the Education Department together with the adjoining headmaster's house which was
converted into a library, office and staff room in 1979. Further classrooms were built in the late 1970s
and early 1980s. In recent years the school has taken over a group of railway cottages that lie further
north down Sheoak Road and incorporated them into the school's campus.
The school's Trustees have purchased the former Church of the Holy Innocents on the opposite side of
Sheoak Road which is now used as the school's chapel. A Montessori school has occupied one of the
houses to the south on Sheoak Road. In short the school has grown tremendously since the 1970s and
is now a large campus that in the late 1980s was said to have about 500 students between the ages of
three and thirteen enrolled.
STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
The two buildings (the old school building and headmaster's house) are of local significance as the Belair
Primary School. The former use of the building and its current one plays a significant role in the lives of
the local community and its children. It also reveals something of the growth in population in Belair in
the mid twentieth century and the rise of private schools in more recent years.
RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)
c)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area
it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents

References
Aeuckens, A. 1989, More About Mitcham, City of Mitcham, pp. 102-3
Local History files for Belair
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide, p. 121
Sunday Mail, 15 October 1989
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StJohn's Grammar School Chapel; former Holy Innocents
Church of England

BEL:014

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Sheoak Road
BELAIR 5052
St Johns Grammar School Incorporated, 42 Sheoak Road, Belair SA 5052
Pt lots 5, 6 and 7
1095
4001/861
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

Nominated
SHR No 6628-14024
Mitcham Heritage Survey, part of Precinct 1, Classification 8

4/3
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StJohn's Grammar School Chapel; former Holy Innocents
Church of England
DESCRIPTION
A fine Gothic Revival church constructed from pickfaced stone with brick dressings and a bluestone
plinth. The church has decorative brickwork to the windows in the gable ends and to doorway surrounds.
The gabled roof is clad with corrugated galvanised iron with cast iron ridge capping. There is also a
belltower in front of the building. Originally it was planned that a turreted tower would be built but it was
never constructed.
In the 1970s and 1980s a small hall, vestry,
of the church.

we and

memorial garden were erected to the rear and side

HISTORY
Anglican services in Belair began in 1861 when the Rector for St Michael's in Mitcham opened a day
school in Belair and held services in the school for a period of less than a year. For a short time, Belair's
Anglicans met in the Craigburn homestead. From 1873 and the construction of St Johns in Coromandel
Valley, services were held in that location. In the late 1870s, services were held in the Home for
Inebriates.
Throughout this time, the Belair district was attached to neighbouring parishes although the majority of
Belair's residents were Anglicans. By 1898 there was pressure from Belair Anglicans to build a church of
their own. The site of the new church was chosen because of its proximity to the Belair Railway Station.
Dr T K Hamilton was a major benefactor of the church, donating the land, the eastern window, the font
and the communion vessels. It is said to be named in memory of his four infant children who all died
under the age of two.
Mr Frank Spiller was the architect for the building, the foundation stone of which was laid on 24
September 1898. (There is a plaque to commemorate this event.) Construction moved quickly and the
first service was held on Christmas Day 1898 with the licensing service held on 28 December 1898. The
church was built by Daniel J Hewett.
In 1990 the Anglican Church sold the building to the St John's Grammar School who now use it as their
chapel.
STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
A good quality building in terms of both construction and design that as Belair's Anglican church since
1898, has played an important part in the lives of Anglicans in the Belair region.
RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)
c)
d)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.
it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents.
it displays aesthetic merits, design characteristics or construction techniques of significance to the
local area.

References
Local History Files for Belair
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide, p. 121
Norman, W. A. 1954, The History of the City of Mitcham, Corporation of the City of Mitcham, pp. 115-7
State Heritage Branch files
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Concrete Water Towers

BEL:015

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Sheoak Road
BELAIR 5052
SA Water Corporation, GPO Box 1039, Adelaide SA 5001
2, 3, 4, 5 and 6
1072
1405/139, 1405/141, 1410/107, 1415/83, 1936/15
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHRNo
Mitcham Heritage SuNey, Classification C

9/33
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Concrete Water Towers
DESCRIPTION
Two reinforced concrete water towers built by E&WS (now SA Water Corporation).

HISTORY
Little is known about the construction date of these water towers.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
Of local significance as a familiar and dominating landmark.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
f)

it is a notable landmark in the area

References
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide, p. 123
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Belair Uniting Church

BEL:016

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

corner of Sheoak Road and Alta Mira Crescent
BELAIR 5052
Uniting Church in Australia, South Australia Property Trust, 33 Pirie Street, Adelaide
SA 5000
20
1072
4202/401
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHR No
Mitcham Heritage Survey, part of Precinct 1, Classification C

1120, 9/34
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Belair Uniting Church
DESCRIPTION
A simple red brick church with pointed arched windows and timber gable ends and bargeboards. The
building has a freestone plinth and a simple gable ended roof. A modern extension has been built at the
rear of the church.

HISTORY
Formerly the Belair Methodist Church, the foundation stone for this building was laid on 4 February 1928
by Mrs Arthur Gault and the church opened in 1928.
Methodist services had been conducted in the public school since August 1923. The construction of this
building resulted from the need for a church and for the space to conduct a Sunday school. The church
with its facilities for a Sunday school continued to be adequate until the 1946 when a kindergarten hall
was constructed that was also used as a pre-school centre during the week.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
Of local significance as the focus for Belair's Methodists.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.

References
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide, p. 121
Norman, W. A. 1954, The History of the City of Mitcham, Corporation of the City of Mitcham, p. 105
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House

BEL:017

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners

AHotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

7 Sheoak Road
BELAIR 5052
Mrs C D Schnitzler and Mrs B J M D Ashton and Dr J D Moffat, PO Box 189, Belair SA
5052

part 11438
4157n17
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHRNo

1/16
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233

MITCHAM HERITAGE SURVEY

House
DESCRIPTION
A stone house set on a large roughly rectangular allotment, bounded by a timber picket fence. The
house appears to be a villa but it has been altered with later additions. The house is set within a large
established garden with a horse paddock occupying the corner site.

HISTORY
The house was built by the current owners' great grandparents in 1869-70. The house was substantially
altered during the Second World War. It has been occupied by four generations of the same family.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
The house is significant in representing the early settlement of the Belair area and is associated with a
family who have lived in the area for many years.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.

References
Local History files for Belair
Notes provided by BAshton, April1995
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BEL:018

House, 'Barryne'
LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

25 Sheoak Road
BELAIR 5052
Eldercare Incorporated, either 25 Main Road Belair, or 685 South Road, Blackforest SA
5035
8, 9
923
5182/578
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHR No
Mitcham Heritage Survey, part of Precinct 1, Classification C

4/12

Taylor Weidenhofer
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House, 'Barryne'
DESCRIPTION
A large single storeyed house constructed from freestone with brick surrounds and quoins built in the
Federation style. The building has a hipped and gabled roof, stuccoed chimneys and decorative timber
gable ends and verandah frieze.

HISTORY
Lands Title Office information makes clear that during the years of 1897 to 1911 the land parcel on which
'Barryne' sits was owned by Hastings Greenslade. It seems most likely, judging by the architectural style
of the house that he was responsible for its construction.
Hastings Greenslade was a commercial agent, sharebroker and member of the Adelaide Stock
Exchange, a wealthy man with interests primarily in mining. In his youth he was also a well known
Australian sprinter. He was born in New South Wales in 1861 and became interested in mining after
working in the pastoral industry. He was initially involved with a mine known as Mt Brown and later with
the Broken Hill mining operations. He prospected for silver and followed the mining boom to Western
Australia where he purchased and floated the Princess Royal mine and did very well.
In 1898 he came to Adelaide and after a few years, purchased a seat on the Adelaide Stock Exchange,
paying a record price for a seat. Whilst in Adelaide he participated in floating several tin mining
companies in Queensland including Smith's Creek Tin Mining Company. He was on the board of
directors of a number of mining companies.
Greenslade purchased this land just before he arrived in South Australia and this would seem to have
been his place of residence until 1911. In that year he sold it to Laura and Frederick Jones, a farmer
from Unley. Laura owned the house until 1921 when it passed to three members of the Billinghurst
family who owned it until 1935. They sold some of the land that had once been associated with the
house. The house was sold a number of times during the next 30 years.
In 1966 it was purchased by the Congregational Union of South Australia, Homes for the Aged. This
organisation, now known as Eldercare still owns the house and the retirement units that have been built
surrounding it.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
The house 'Barryne' is significant as a fine example of a Federation house that was associated with a
notable local, Hastings Greenslade.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
d)
e)

it displays aesthetic merits, design characteristics or construction techniques of significance to the
local area.
it is associated with a notable local personality or event.

References
Burgess, H. T. 1909, The Cyclopedia of South Australia, vol. 1, p. 533
Lands Titles Office information
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide, p. 121
The Observer, 3 February 1917, p. 13 d
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Belair Parish Hall and Church of the Holy Innocents

BEL:019

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

29 Sheoak Road
BELAIR 5052
Synod of Adelaide, Anglican Church of Australia Incorporated, 44 Currie Street,
Adelaide SA 5000
9 , Pt 10
923
4348n09
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHR No
Mitcham Heritage Survey, part of Precinct 1, no Classification

9/35

Taylor Weidenhofer

237

MITCHAM HERITAGE SURVEY

Belair Parish Hall and Church of the Holy Innocents
DESCRIPTION
The timber framed building, the Belair Parish Hall and is clad with lapped boards laid horizontally with a
corrugated galvanised iron clad 'plinth' at the base of the walls. The gabled roof of the building is clad
with corrugated galvanised iron and it has a skillion addition to the rear. The building has multipaned
windows and large double doors.
A modern Anglican church built of modern complementary materials in a traditional form.
building is connected by a fine glazed link to an older timber framed church or hall.

The new

HISTORY
The Belair Parish Hall was opened in 1925 even though plans had been afoot to construct it since 1908.
The hall was associated with the nearby Holy Innocents Church located further down Sheoak Road.
The hall is a small and simple building and is now linked to a modern Anglican Church. The new church
was opened in August 1991 by Archbishop Ian George.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
This building is significant for the part that it played in the lives of the local Anglican community and in its
association with Belair's Anglican church.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)
c)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.
it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents.

References
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide, p. 121
Norman, W. A. 1954, The History of the City of Mitcham, Corporation of the City of Mitcham, pp. 116-7
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House

BEL:020

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

45 Sheoak Road
BELAIR 5052
Mr M A and Mrs R M Stradwick, 1/45 Sheoak Road, Belair 5052
C, E and Pt Lt 11, 12 and 13
1095
3904/101
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHRNo
Mitcham Heritage Survey, part of Precinct 1

4/4

Taylor Weidenhofer
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House
DESCRIPTION
A large Tudor style house with two projecting wings flanking the centrally placed indented doorway. The
house was probably built in the 1920s and would seem to be divided into four flats at this stage.

HISTORY
Little is known about this house. Betty Ashton from the Coromandel Valley Branch of the National Trust
of South Australia suggests the house was built by Dr T K Hamilton for use as a coachman's residence
and stables. It was for sometime known as 'Willa Willa'.
If this is the case then the original house has either been demolished or so substantially altered that it is
unrecognisable in its current 1920s Tudor form.
Lands Title office information records that in April 1923 the land parcel was owned by Violet Winifred
Culley, a married woman of Unley Park. She owned a large number of allotments in the vicinity and sold
some land and the house in 1928 to Edith Cowley of Belair, a married woman. An advertisement in a
newspaper suggests that during this period the house was used as a guest house. The house was
transferred to the ownership of two nurses in 1936, Edna and Ellie Strempel and it is possible that it was
used as a convalescent home during their ownership.
In 1953, the two sisters sold the land to Ronald Pomroy and Sarah, his wife. During this period it would
seem that the house was known as Brierley Lodge and was used by Scotch College for a period during
which time it was known as Brierley Lodge Campus.
In 1963 it was sold by the Pomroys and changed hands a number of times before being purchased by
the current owners in 1976.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
A good quality Tudor house, of which there are few in the area.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
d)

it displays aesthetic merits, design characteristics or construction techniques of significance to the
local area

References
Advertiser, 4 December 1925
Lands Titles Office information
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide, p. 121
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BEL:021

House, 'Birralee'
LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

49-51 Sheoak Road
BELAIR 5052
Mr J C Ehmann & Ms V D Spicer, 49 Sheoak Road, Belair, 5052
20
1095
4318/412
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

Film/Neg No

Nominated
SHR No 6628-11508
National Trust of SA, Filed, File No. 2300
Mitcham Heritage Survey, part of Precinct 1, Classification A

4/5
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House, 'Birralee'
DESCRIPTION
A very large single storey freestone and brick house with a two storeyed tower built at the turn of the century. The
house has many of the features associated with Federation architecture, ie. a complicated hipped and gabled roof,
brick chimneys, timber and pebbledash treatment to the gable ends. It is set on large grounds.
HISTORY
'Birralee' or Willa Willa' as it was initially known, a house of some twenty rooms was built in 1897 for Dr Thomas
Kinley Hamilton, a well known ear, nose and throat specialist and was located close to his brother, Dr C Hamilton's
house. Born in Northern Ireland in 1853 Dr T K Hamilton emigrated to South Australia in the 1880s and worked
initially at Laura. Hamilton was well known in medical circles as well as in the local area. He was a Commissioner
of the National Park at Belair from 1904-1912.
It would seem that Hamilton offered the property for sale in 1914 and moved to the plains. At that time, the house
was advertised as having 17 large rooms, servants' offices, electric light, hot and cold water and balconies and
verandahs. It was sited on more than fifty acres of land and had a garden, orchard, vegetable plot and grazing land
associated with it.
The property changed hands a number of times before being purchased William Burford and his family (the makers
of Burford's Soap) in 1922. From 1939 to 1944 it was used by Scotch College as a temporary home for the school
while its own property was being used to house members of the armed forced.
In 1944 the Commonwealth Government acquired the house by compulsory purchase, refitted and altered the
house and opened it as a sanatorium for the treatment of Repatriation patients with tuberculosis. The building was
opened by the Governor in 1945 and could accommodate 24 patients. A number of outbuildings were constructed
in the grounds of the house but it was never ideally suited to its new purpose, located as it was on a steep slope.
For a period in the 1960s after the decline of TB, it was used as a 'nursing home' and occupied by 40 to 50 men.
The building was neglected and run down and opened and closed as a repatriation hospital in one form or another
until 1978 when the South Australian Government purchased the building for use by the Alcohol and Drug
Treatment Board. It became known as St Anthony's Hospital.
It remained as an alcohol and drug treatment centre until 1988 when it was sold to Johannes C Ehmann, a
company director. In December 1992, the ownership of the house was transferred to Ehmann and Valmai D
Spicer.
STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
Wirra Wirra' or 'Birralee' House (now altered) was a grand mansion when constructed and it is significant for its
architectural qualities and its representation of Federation architecture, in addition to its association with the
Hamilton family who were prominent in the area. Over its history, the house has been associated with the Burford
family, Scotch College, the Commonwealth Repatriation Department, the treatment of tuberculosis and drug and
alcohol addicts. Most of these institutions or historical themes have played an important role in the history of
Mitcham and of Belair.
RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)
d)
e)
f)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.
it displays aesthetic merits, design characteristics or construction techniques of significance to the local
area.
it is associated with a notable local personality or event.
it is a notable landmark in the area.

References
Aeuckens, A. 1989, More About Mitcham, City of Mitcham, p. 128
Cordes, D. 1983, The Park at Belair, published by the author, Adelaide, pp. 258-9.
Last, P. 1994, The Repat: A Biography of Repatriation General Hospital (Daw Park) and a History of Repatriation
Services in South Australia, Repatriation General Hospital Daw Park, Adelaide, pp. 173-6
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide, p. 121
State Heritage Branch files
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House

BEL:022

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

53 Sheoak Road
BELAIR 5052
Mrs M A Mulvaney, 53 Sheoak Road, Belair SA 5052
21, 22, 23
1095
5227/240, 5227/241, 5227/242
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHRNo
Mitcham Heritage Survey, part of Precinct 1

1/23

Taylor Weidenhofer
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House
DESCRIPTION
A large pickfaced freestone and brick house built at the tum of the century, situated on large grounds. It
has a hipped and gabled roof now clad with Colourbond. The house, possibly known as 'The Carobs' has
a convex verandah with cast iron lacework and posts and capitals to the verandah.

HISTORY
Little is known about the construction date or original owner of this house. It would seem to have been
constructed at approximately the turn of the century. The history of this house is difficult to extract from
that of the mansion 'Biralee', located immediately to the west.
What is known is that it seems likely that in 1955 this house and a large land parcel (that probably
included 'Biralee') was owned by a solicitor, Robert Fishburn Hall, and his wife, Joan. They sold much of
the land parcel to the Repatriation Commission with offices in South Melbourne, Victoria, in 1956.
This house is located on Lot 21 which was transferred from Government ownership to the current owner,
Mrs M A Mulvaney (along with Lots 22 and 23, two parcels of land adjoining to the north) in 1988.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
A good quality, attractive turn of the century house that contributes to the character of Sheoak Road. Its
history is most likely connected to the adjacent mansion 'Biralee'.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.

References
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979-, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide, p. 121
Lands Titles Office records
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BEL:023

House
LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

55 Sheoak Road
BELAIR 5052
Dr A G and Mrs M B Rowe, 55 Sheoak Road, Belair SA 5052
Lot A, Pt 1 and 2
1095
4043n2
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHRNo
Mitcham Heritage SuJVey, part of Precinct 1

217
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House
DESCRIPTION
A white painted rendered masonry house (possibly of concrete construction), with a hipped corrugated
iron roof, set well back from the road on a large block.

HISTORY
In 1897, Henry Greenwood Prince of Belair owned this land parcel in addition to a substantial amount of
land (ie lots 18 to 54 inclusive of Block 3 of part of the Section of 1095) in this part of Belair. His
occupation was described as florist in 1891, changing to an agent by 1897.
Henry Prince was one of the sons of George and Sarah Prince, born in 1851 in the Mitcham area. Henry
died in 1913 and is buried at the Mitcham Cemetery. His father George was a prominent early Mitcham
citizen who was involved in the moves to create the Mitcham Council in 1853 and one of its first
councillors. He was a Baptist preacher and warehouseman and lived in Mitcham with his large family for
most of his life.
His son Henry, died on 6 July 1912 and his land holding passed to a Douglas Merrelies Prince of Belair
(Henry's widow) and Dorothy Merrelies Prince of Belair, a spinster. Dorothy married A A G Jervios of
Normanville in 1914 and continued to own the house unti11940. It is not known whether she lived there
during that period.
In 1940 the house passed out of the hands of the Prince family and was bought by Royston Jackman, a
company director. It was transferred to the ownership of ADA Manufacturing Company in 1954 although
it seems that this was Jackman's company.
In 1962 the land parcel was bought by the current owners, the Rowe family.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
Significant in its association with Henry Prince, the son of a prominent Mitcham family.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
e)

it is associated with a notable local personality or event.

References
Biographical Index of South Australians, p. 1311
Lands Titles Office information
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide, p. 120
Notes provided by Betty Ashton, April1995
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House, Sheoak Hill Riding School

BEL:024

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

141 Sheoak Road
BELAIR 5052
Mr M C J and Mrs M Robbins and Ms F M Hocking, 141 Sheoak Road, Belair SA 5052

7
941
4359/127
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHRNo

4/11
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House, Sheoak Hill Riding School
DESCRIPTION
A large stone farmhouse set on a hill top. The house was originally a symmetrical cottage with a
verandah to which a protruding gable ended room has been added.

HISTORY
Lands Titles Office records reveal that in the 1850s sections (or parts thereof) 940, 941 and 976 were
granted to Peter Prankerd and William Galbraith. The land was sold to Henry Foster, a market gardener
from Crafers who sold it to Albert Foster, a gardener of Mitcham and presumably a relative in January
1871. Albert in turn, sold it to Henry in February 1878.
During the 1880s Section 941 was leased to John Brook who was granted permission to operate a stone
quarry on the land.
By 1918 the land (that is sections 940 (55 acres), 976 (36 acres), and part of 941 (67 acres) was owned
by Edwin Foster of Brownhill Creek, sometimes described as a gardener and at other times as a
woodcarter. It was leased to Henry Foster in 1913.
It seems most likely judging from the age of the house that it was built during the ownership of the Foster
family. Nothing is known about this family, but they were clearly early market gardeners in the area and
lived in this location for at least 60 years.
The land finally passed out of the hands of the Foster family in 1929 when it was sold to Richard Hunt of
Belair, a gardener. Hunt held the land until 1946 when it was sold to Walter Smyth, an army officer.
Nine years later he sold it to the Suttons (in March 1955).
Richard Sutton and his wife Nance were graziers and during their ownership that all of the land apart
from part of Section 941 were sold, some to private individuals and others to development companies
such as Gulfview Limited in 1961.
D J Nicholls and his wife Joan bought about 40 acres of Section 941 in 1961 and they sold it to M C J
and M Robbins in 1978 and they remain the part owners of the land. The Robbins have progressively
sold parcels of land since they bought it ending up with a core parcel of land on which the house is
located. They operate a horse riding school on this land.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
A farmhouse constructed in the days when this area was used as market gardening land. The house

serves as a reminder of the early history of the area.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area

References
Lands Titles Office records
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BEL:025

House
LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

143 Sheoak Road
BELAIR 5052
Mr M C J and Mrs M Robbins, PO Box 269, Roxby Downs SA 5725
4
941
5224/298
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHRNo

4/1 0
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House
DESCRIPTION
A small stone house with a hipped roof and a lean-to at the rear and a brick chimney. The facade of the
building has been covered by a raked roof extension.
HISTORY
The house on this allotment has a similar history to 141 Sheoak Road, as it was once part of the same
land parcel. A small allotment surrounding the house was only created in the 1960s.
Lands Titles Office records reveal that in the 1850s sections (or parts thereof) 940, 941 and 976 were
granted to Peter Prankerd and William Galbraith. The land was sold to Henry Foster, a market gardener
from Craters who sold it to Albert Foster, a gardener of Mitcham and presumably a relative in January
1871. Albert in turn, sold it to Henry in February 1878.
During the 1880s Section 941 was leased to John Brook who was granted permission to operate a stone
quarry on the land.
By 1918 the land (that is sections 940 (55 acres), 976 (36 acres), and part of 941 (67 acres) was owned
by Edwin Foster of Brownhill Creek, sometimes described as a gardener and at other times as a
woodcarter. It was leased to Henry Foster in 1913.
It seems most likely judging from the age of the house that it was built during the ownership of the Foster
family. Nothing is known about this family, but they were clearly early market gardeners in the area and
lived in this location for at least 60 years.
The land finally passed out of the hands of the Foster family in 1929 when it was sold to Richard Hunt of
Belair, a gardener. Hunt held the land until 1946 when it was sold to Walter Smyth, an army officer.
Nine years later he sold it to the Suttons (in March 1955).
·
Richard Sutton and his wife Nance were graziers and during their ownership that all of the land apart
from part of Section 941 were sold, some to private individuals and others to development companies
such as Gulfview Limited in 1961.
D J Nicholls and his wife Joan bought about forty acres of Section 941 in 1961 and they sold it to M C J
and M Robbins in 1978 and they remain the owners of this house. The Robbins have progressively sold
parcels of land since they bought it ending up with a core parcel of land on which the house is located.
They also operate the horse riding school nearby.
STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
Of local significance as a small house connected to the early market gardening history of this part of
Belair.
RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.

References
Lands Titles Office records
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BEL:026

Shop, Sheoak Deli
LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

38 Sheoak Road
BELAIR 5052
Mr W D and Mrs A L Shircore, 38 Sheoak Road, Belair SA 5052
Pt lot 21
1072
5107/597
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

SHRNo

Film/Neg No
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Shop, Sheoak D:eli
DESCRIPTION
A small corner shop building, greatly altered and extended.
concrete.

It is reputedly built of chicken wire and

HISTORY
The Sheoak Deli is the third general store in the history of Belair. In the 1860s there was a shop and
later there was a store and postal agency in the Belair area.
The shopkeeper, Mr W J Dunstan built this shop soon after the railway bridge was built linking James
Road with Upper Sturt Road in 1914. Betty Ashton from the Coromandel Valley Branch of the National
Trust of South Australia believes that this building was built by Dr T K Hamilton for use by his gardener.
She states one room was used as a shop.
In the 1930s and 1940s the Sheoak Deli is remembered by local residents as being
store with all sorts of groceries, a petrol bowser and pigeonholes for letters.

a typical country

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
The Sheoak Deli is of significance as it has been operating in that location and in that building for many
years. Local shops of this kind play a large role in the lives of local residents.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)
c)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.
it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents.

References
Local History files for Belair
Notes provided by Betty Ashton, April 1995
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Tunnels, Belair National Park

BEL:027

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Belair Recreation Park, Upper Sturt Road
BELAIR 5052
Australian National Railways, 1 Richmond Road, Keswick SA 5035

Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

Identified
SHR No 6628-11553
National Trust of South Australia, Recorded, File No. 2624
Railway Heritage of South Australia, Vol 2, pp. 437-9

Film/Neg No
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Tunnels, Belair National Park
DESCRIPTION
Constructed of sandstone piers with brick infill, the tunnels were modified with the introduction of smoke
holes in the 1920s after the introduction of larger steam locomotives to the South Australian network.

HISTORY
The two tunnels in the Belair National Park were built when the railway line to Aldgate was constructed in
1883. Both tunnels are reasonably short in length.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
These tunnels represented a major engineering feat for the time when it was considered expedient and
more practical to tunnel through the Adelaide Hills rather than build a more circuitous route around them.
They are among the first of very few railway tunnels to have been built in South Australia.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area

References
Donovan and Associates, Railway Heritage of South Australia, Vol2, pp. 437-9
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8.4
8.4.1

BELLEVUE HEIGHTS

Historical Background

The earliest European usage of this area, known for many years as the Sturt Hills, dates from 1839 when
Thomas Maslin was granted Section 34. It is thought that Maslin created a farm on his land (located on
the western side of the gully) and sold it to William Shephard in 1848. The Shephards built a one roomed
house on their land and the much extended house 'Sturtbrae' remains today. (It is included in the State
Heritage Register.) The Shephards extended their farm, buying adjoining sections in the 1860s and
1870s.
The house and land passed through a number of owners during the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. In 1923 it was bought by the Mills family and members of the family remained there until the
1980s. They developed the farm as a stud Merino farm and planted a large orchard and vineyard.
Miss May Mills, a daughter of the original owner lived in the house for many years. She was well known
in educational and sporting circles and was instrumental in the establishing of the Women's Memorial
Playing Fields, located on the corner of Ayliffes and Shepherds Hill Roads.
It was in 1855, during the Shephard's period of ownership that Shepherds Hill Road was created.
Another road did exist in this area previously but it passed over private property and the land owners
charged a fee for its use. Public pressure for a route along the ridge leading down from the Hills and
then across the farmland to South Road began soon after the establishment of Mitcham Council. It
provided access to the Sturt and Blackwood Hills districts and was an alternative route to the Governor's
summer residence at Belair.
The area remained farmland (used for orchards, vineyards, dairy farming, a sheep run etc) well into the
twentieth century. P G Manson was one of the last of the dairy farmers to cease operating in this area.
The suburb of Bellevue Heights was created in 1965 by the developer Murray Hill Co. Limited. The
subdivision stretched between Shepherds Hill Road, Sturt Gorge and Craigbum. Hill named the
subdivision after the exclusive Sydney suburb, Bellevue Hill in the hope that it would be considered in a
similar light. He envisaged that Bellevue Heights, with views of the city and sea could be marketed as
another Springfield. As a result, larger that usual allotments were created with a series of encumbrances
placed on the allotments. Houses in the area were to be of a high standard, single storey separate
dwellings. Multiple dwellings were not permitted. Only housing was to be allowed within the suburb,
given that some land had been set aside for a small group of shops on Shepherds Hill Road. Hill even
donated an allotment of land to Marjory Nelson nee Jackson, 'the Lithgow Flash', a woman who had a
very successful career as a sprinter in 1950s and 1960s.
The first subdivision comprised about 400 allotments of land and sold within a period of about two years.
Later three further subdivisions were created and sold. Barrett and Barrett offered a subdivision of about
140 allotments of land for sale in Bellevue Hill in the 1960s.
In 1967 as the area was developing, the State Government created the Sturt Gorge Recreation Park, in
recognition of the area's scenic qualities. Just a year previously they had completed the construction of
a dam to stop the flooding of the Marion area. The Sturt Gorge is included in the State Heritage Register
in recognition of its ancient glacial deposits.
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At present, Bellevue Heights is a suburb with large, often two storeyed houses built during the 1960s and
1970s and later. Most houses are positioned to take advantage of the views. The exceptions to this
consistent development are the Bellevue Heights Primary School (built in 1977 to relieve the increasing
student numbers in the area's existing primary schools) and an Aged Cottage Homes Inc. complex of
nursing home, hostel units, two storey administration block, staff quarters etc located on Eve Road, in
the south of the suburb area, built in the 1970s and other similar facilities built by like organisations.
References
"Is that Shepherd with an 'e' or Shephard with an 'a'?, Mitcham Community News, April 1989, p. 10
"Sturt Hills offer a 'Belle Vue'!", Mitcham Community News, December 1988, p. 18
Local History files for Bellevue Heights

8.4.2

Places of Local Heritage Value

Places of local heritage value in Bellevue Heights are summarised below.
..
..
•

Ruin, south of Bushland Drive (BVH:002)
House and Sheds, 2 Flinders Road (BVH:003)
Bellevue Heights Primary School, Shepherds Hill Road (BVH:004)

These places are located on Figure 8.2.
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Places of Local Heritage Value
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Ruin

BVH:002

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

South of Bushland Drive
BELLEVUE HEIGHTS 5050
Land Commission
Open Space Gazetted 22.6. 78
19
4152/439
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

SHRNo

Film/Neg No
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Ruin
DESCRIPTION
A small ruined stone building. The ruin can be found down in the gully, beyond Magpie Creek. What is
visible is the ruins of low stone walls which formed two rooms, each with an unusual alcove.

HISTORY
There are two explanations regarding the history of this building. The first says it was the first house built
by the Wade family in the 1840s. It was built close to the creek and was soon flooded out. The family
constructed another house higher up the hill.
The second version says it was the house of Charles Trott and his family who soon moved to a spot near
present day Wade Street, Eden Hills due to fear of flooding. Trott was a shoemaker and an Adelaide
shopkeeper. His family started the nearby brickyards that were later acquired by the Wade family.
The building was in a ruinous state by 1935-9.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
The ruins of an early building in South Australia's history with links to some of the earliest settlers of this
area.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.

References
"Sturt Hills offer a 'Belle Vue'!", Mitcham Community News, December 1988, p. 18
Interview with Don Nicholls, 8 May 1995
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House and Sheds

BVH:003

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

2 Flinders Road
BELLEVUE HEIGHTS 5050
Flinders University of South Australia, Sturt Road, Bedford Park SA 5050
Pt 31 K
3740/116
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHRNo

1n, 8
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House and Sheds
DESCRIPTION
Only partially visible, the house would appear to be a greatly extended, masonry walled structure with a
gable ended, corrugated iron clad roof. The house is sited on the top of a hill overlooking the Adelaide
Plains below. At the rear of the house are a collection of corrugated iron clad sheds.
HISTORY
The land on the eastern side of the gully was owned for short periods by a succession of owners until
1912 when a large land parcel was leased by the Manson family. By 1920, Mrs Jane Manson had
bought the land. Quite possibly a small house already existed on the land. The family is said to have
extended a simple two roomed house.
The family established a dairy in the area probably in c.1912. Their cows were said to wander down to
the Sturt Creek and along the gorge and its tributaries. It is thought that the dairy was still operating up
until the late 1940s or early 1950s.
The Manson family during the 1940s produced five to ten gallons of milk each day and on some days,
butter and cream. They delivered their milk to local residents who left a billy can out each morning.
Cream was delivered in jars on Sunday morning, the jars having been provided by the householder on
Saturday. The round of the dairy stretched from the Belair Hotel to the Blackwood Oval and other areas
in the vicinity.
The dairy buildings consisted of the house and surrounding and behind it, several tree trunk framed
corrugated iron clad sheds that housed the cows during milking, a butter and cream making shed, a
harness shed, a hay shed and a chaff cutting shed.
A good deal of the land in the area was retained by the Manson family even well after the dairy closed.
The house was apparently passed to a niece who lived in it for some time. When he died, Percival
Manson donated some forty acres of land in the vicinity of Eve Road, Bellevue Heights to a number of
charitable organisations.
Percival Mason began to sell parcels of his large landholding in the 1960s, some to private individuals
and some to housing development companies. He sold this parcel of land to the Pearce family in 1970
and they sold it to Flinders University in 1974.
STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
Significant in revealing the former use of the Bellevue Heights area prior to subdivision and associated
with a well known local family.
RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)
e)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.
it is associated with a notable local personality or event.

References
"Sturt Hills offer a 'Belle Vue'!", Mitcham Community News, December 1988, p. 18
Local History files for Bellevue Heights
Interview with Don Nicholls, 8 May 1995
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BVH:004

Bellevue Heights Primary School
LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Shepherds Hill Road
BELLEVUE HEIGHTS 5050
Minister of Education, 31 Flinders Street, Adelaide SA 5000
111 and 111
17, 18
4181/550
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHRNo

3/35
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Bellevue Heights Primary School
DESCRIPTION
A complex of single storey modern pavilions. The buildings would appear to be constructed from a
metal frame system with infill panels. It is a system of building not commonly found.

HISTORY
The Bellevue Heights Primary School was opened in 1977 providing education from reception to Grade
7 level. It was opened as a result of the increased numbers of children who had moved into the area as
a consequence of the subdivision and sale of land for housing in the Mitcham Hills area. The existing
suburbs of Belair, Blackwood and Eden Hills expanded rapidly during the 1960s when three new
subdivisions were opened and offered for sale (Bellevue Heights, Hawthorndene and Glenalta). Numbers
of students at the Bellevue Heights school peaked in 1980 with about 500 students attending and have
declined in recent years.
Research in the course of this survey has not uncovered what construction system or materials were
used in this building, but they appear to be unusual.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
Possibly constructed utilising an unusual frame and infill panel system of construction.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
d)

it displays aesthetic merits, design characteristics or construction techniques of significance to the
local area

References
Aeuckens, A. 1989, More About Mitcham, City of Mitcham, p. 90
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8.5
8.5.1

BLACKWOOD

Historical Background

The early development of Blackwood was sparse and was generally associated with agricultural pursuits
and orcharding. It was the construction of the Hills railway in the early 1880s that signalled the beginning
of the development boom in Blackwood and in other nearby areas such as Belair and Eden Hills. The
railway, which was destined to link Adelaide with Melbourne, provided a much needed quick and efficient
transport route between the hills above Mitcham and the Adelaide plains, previously only accessible via
steep, narrow and winding roads.
The Blackwood Railway Station, the first of the hills stations, was finished before the line was opened in
December 1883, and formed the focal point for development in the area.
There were several major subdivisions of the area around the Blackwood railway station. Blackwood,
Section 2207, was subdivided in 1882 and 1883. Twenty-three allotments including Edgecumbe Parade,
Sandford Terrace, Coromandel Parade and Simla Terrace were subdivided in 1882, near the 'proposed'
railway station. Cliff Street (Shepherds Hill Road), Coromandel Parade, Gladstone, Brighton and Simla
Parades were subdivided in 1883.
Blackwood Hill, Section 2207, including such streets as Edgecumbe Parade, Coromandel Parade and
Simla Parade was subdivided in 1883. In 1882 the area around Gulfview, Hannaford and Reynolds
Roads, known as Blackwood Park Estate, was subdivided. The area of Belair West with Brighton
Parade, Woodleigh Road, Fern Road, Sherbourne Road and Shepherds Hill Road, on Section 2201 was
advertised as being in proximity to the Adelaide to Nairne railway in 1883 (Mitcham Local History
Collection). Blackwood View was subdivided in 1914 (Aeuckens, p. 41).
The potential for an early 'commuter' suburb was realised by such land agents as the Hills Land and
Investment Company who, in 1883, advertised 56 blocks for sale on Section 2206 in Blackwood:
The above described eligible Building Allotments within half an hour's ride from Adelaide, possessing a most
SALUBRIOUS CLIMATE, WITH DELIGHTFUL SCENERY and EXCELLENT CONVENIENCES of
Communication, Churches, Schools, Post Office and Telegraph Station, the latter being within three minutes
walk. The land is admirably situated to ensure most perfect drainage, and is lightly timbered, giving it a
thorough Park-like appearance. Some of the finest orchards and strawberry gardens in the colony are within
a short distance of this property. The climate is, according to the testimony of old and well-known residents,
invigorating and delightful both in winter and summer.
BRG 109

Sales of these and other blocks were assisted by the offering of free first class train tickets for a period of
three years, which provided an added incentive to prospective buyers beyond those of the attractions of
'rural' living and healthier lifestyles of hills living (Aeuckens, p. 40).
Of this early building boom, houses such as the Verco House on Coromandel Parade (built in the early
1880s), the Gamble cottage and of course the Blackwood Railway Station, are representative examples.
Many of the other significant buildings in the area, such as the Wittunga homestead (1901), Blackwood
Uniting Church (1921), Anglican Church (1934), Catholic Church (1936) and Masonic Hall (1933) reflect
a later growth of the area. Much of this development coincided with the duplication of the railway line in
mid 1928.
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Blackwood displays a variety of housing types, reflecting the stages of development of the area. These
range from the 1880s or earlier houses and cottages around the commercial centre of the town and the
railway station, through to later 1920s and 1930s developments along Shepherds Hill Road. A large part
of the area has been developed in more recent years (1950s to 1970s) and comprises larger individual
houses on the steeper tree studded blocks, accessed by meandering roads.
References
Aeuckens, A. 1984, More About Mitcham, City of Mitcham, 1989
BRG 109 Plans etc deposited by the Real Estate firm of Shuttleworth and Letchford
John, D. 1978, Blackwood and District: Notes from a Sketchbook, Author
Journal of the Department of Agriculture, 15 July 1927, p 1216; June 1955, p 429; 15 March 1935, p. 985
Norman, W. A. 1954, The History of the City of Mitcham, Corporation of the City of Mitcham, p 165

8.5.2

Places of local Heritage Value

Places of local heritage value in Blackwood are summarised below.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All Hallows Anglican Church, 35 Coromandel Parade (BKW:001)
Stratfold's Bakery, 63-65 Coromandel Parade (BKW:002)
House, 22-24 Coromandel Parade (BKW:004)
St Paul of the Cross Catholic Church, Coromandel Parade, cnr Simla Parade (BKW:OOS)
Belair Hotel, 141 Main Road (BKW:006)
Blackwood War Memorial, Main Road, cnr Coromandel Parade (BKW:007)
Blackwood Uniting Church; former Methodist Church, 266 Main Road, cnr Coromandel Parade
(BKW:008)
Gamble Cottage Garden, 296 Main Road (BKW:009)
Wittunga Homestead, Shepherd's Hill Road, cnr Sherbourne Road (BKW:01 0)
former Sturt Producers Society Limited, Station Avenue (BKW:012)
Railway Cottages, 5-7 Station Road (BKW:013)
Blackwood Railway Station, Signal Box and Overpass, Station Road (BKW:014)

These places are located on Figure 8.3.
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Places of Local Heritage Value
BLACKWOOD

Scale:
0

LJ__j_ :

250
:

!

1'
267

MITCHAM HERITAGE SURVEY

268

Taylor Weidenhofer

MITCHAM HERITAGE SURVEY

All Hallows Anglican Church

BKW:001

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

35 Coromandel Parade
BLACKWOOD 5051
Blackwood All Hallows Church, 35 Coromandel Parade, Blackwood SA 5051
21
2207
4093/249
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

Nominated, 24 February 1986
City of Mitcham Heritage SuNey

SHR No 6628-13714

B/31
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All Hallows Anglican Church
DESCRIPTION
Gabled brick (Flemish bond) church with brick buttresses with rendered caps. Decorative brickwork to
gable ends with concrete string courses. Cross to apex of gable. Rendered surrounds to windows.
Rusticated brick plinth. Tri-window to gable end with leadlighting. Terracotta tiled roof. Gabled porch to
side elevation. Small 'gargoyle' animals to window hood moulding. Stretcher bond brickwork to side
elevations.
Foundation stone reads: 'To the glory of God this stone was laid by Arthur Nutter Thomas D.O., Bishop
of Adelaide, 16th Dec. 1934.'

HISTORY
The vestry of St Johns Church at Coromandel Valley held services in the Parish Hall at Blackwood for
Anglicans living in the Blackwood area, a situation which continued until 1936.
Several years before this, plans had been made to construct an Anglican church at Blackwood and by
31 March 1934 a sum of £845 had been raised for this purpose. The urgency for a new church was
increased after a fire destroyed the Parish Hall on 23 May 1934. A call for additional funds and
bequests, boosted by the insurance claim, allowed construction of the new church to proceed.
Plans for the church had been prepared by architect Dean W Berry and the site for the church had been
donated by Mrs Davies Thomas. The foundation stone of the church was laid by the Lord Bishop of
Adelaide, Arthur Nutter Thomas on 16 December 1934 and the dedication ceremony was performed by
him on 4 June 1935. The total cost of the works, including church and hall and fittings was £2 557.
The church is very similar in design and style to St Wilfrid's in Torrens Park, also designed by Dean
Berry and built in the same year.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
Built to provide a venue for Anglican services in Blackwood, the church represents an important element
in the district's religious development. The church is similar in design to St Wilfrid's in Torrens Park and
is significant as the work of the architect, Dean Berry.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
(a)
(c)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.
it has played an important part in the lives of local residents.

References
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide.
Mitcham Local History Collection
Norman, W. A. 1954, The Historyofthe City of Mitcham, p. 114
RAJA South Australia, Significant 2oth Century Architecture, CH.3.1
State Heritage Branch files
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BKW:002

Stratfold's Bakery
LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

63-65 Coromandel Parade
BLACKWOOD 5051
Mrs A Stratfold, 63 Coromandel Parade, Blackwood SA 5051
200
843
4219/942
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHRNo
City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, Classification 8

B/35, 36

Taylor Weidenhofer

271

MITCHAM HERITAGE SURVEY

Stratfold's Bakery
DESCRIPTION
House and former bakery. Double fronted house constructed of random coursed sandstone with brick
quoins and surrounds. Hipped corrugated iron roof with brick chimneys and skillion extension to rear.
Raked verandah on simple timber posts. Flat arch headed openings with double hung sash windows.
Fibre cement skillion addition to side elevation.
Bakery of random rubble stone construction with hipped corrugated iron roof and raked verandah to side
elevation. Tall brick chimney. Part of verandah has been built in with fibre cement sheeting.

HISTORY
The bakery was built late in the 19th century by Mr George Hill. The bakery incorporated oven fires and
the bread was hand made and delivered throughout the district as far as Belair.
The Grimwoods took over the operation of the bakery from the Hills. Mrs Stratfold and her husband ran
the Blackwood Bakery from these premises from 1937-1973. Additions to the bakehouse were made in
the 1940s.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
An early bakery in the district, supplying the local community with freshly baked bread.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.

References
Callen, J. 1985, Blackwood: Do You Remember, Author, p. 19
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide.
Mitcham Local History Collection
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BKW:004

House
LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

22-24 Coromandel Parade
BLACKWOOD 5051
Mrs P D Dutton, Mrs J P Riessen, Mrs S Rodgers, 23 Coromandel Parade, Blackwood
SA 5051
BOA
2206
4285/912
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHRNo
City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, Classification B

B/29
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House
DESCRIPTION
Two storey house with random rubble stone walls, decoratively rendered to lower storey. Rendered
quoins and surrounds. Decorative moulding to sides of windows on upper floor including small
decorative hood moulding. Hipped corrugated iron roof with decorative eaves brackets. Decorative
brackets under bay windows on upper level. Double hung sash windows. Arch headed windows to
ground floor. Arched porch entrances to sides with heads on keystones. Small balconies to two sides.
Decorative rendered chimneys.
Fence may be early.

HISTORY
Probably built c. 1880 this house would have been built in anticipation of the completion of the Hills
Railway line and the construction of the Blackwood Railway Station, which is not far from Coromandel
Parade.
The house was owned by Caroline Chapman, a spinster in 1912. She owned the house until her death in
1927 The property was sold to George Arthur Morphett, a schoolmaster, in 1930.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
This house is important as one of the larger mansions constructed in the township of Blackwood, its scale
and detailing representing a rarer (less common) style of building in the area.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
(a)
(d)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.
it displays aesthetic merit, design characteristics or construction techniques of significance to the
local area.

References
John, D. 1978, Blackwood and District: Notes from a Sketchbook, Author, p. 11
Lands Titles Office Records, 900/108, 3340n3
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide.
Mitcham Local History Collection
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St Paul of the Cross Catholic Church
LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Coromandel Parade, cnr Simla Parade
BLACKWOOD 5051
Catholic Church Endowment Society, c/- Priest in Charge, 4 Simla Parade, Blackwood
SA 5051
22
2207

4055noa
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHR No
City of Mitcham Heritage SuNey, Classification C

B/34
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St Paul of the Cross Catholic Church
DESCRIPTION
Rendered gabled building with rendered buttresses and surrounds. Terracotta tiled roof, steeply pitched
with cross to gable apex. Gabled porch to front elevation. Leadlighted windows, with simple square
panes. Dormer vents to roof. 'Rose' window to gable end. Circular headed windows.
Foundation stone reads: 'In fide et caritate. This stone was blessed and placed in position by the Most
Reverend Andrew Killian, DD BA, Archbishop of Adelaide, 16th February 1936.'
HISTORY
The first Catholic Mass at Blackwood was conducted at Mr McNamara's house by a priest from West
Terrace in about 1879. The first priest to minister the area regularly was Father Gandolfi. The
Blackwood parish was served from Goodwood from 1884. The Passionist Fathers (Congregation of the
Passion C.P .) at Glen Osmond, were given charge of the Parkside and Mitcham districts by Archbishop
O'Reilly in 1897. This area included Blackwood.
Use was made of both private residences and public buildings in the area but as the congregation grew
the need to provide a more permanent venue became apparent. For a time use was made of the Boys
Club Hall on the site of the present Blackwood Recreation Centre. A block of land on the corner of Simla
and Coromandel Parades was purchased in May 1911 from Daniel John Hewett for £50. It was not until
1919 that a building was placed on the site. Tenders were called in February 1919 for the Catholic
Soldiers Hut at the Mitcham Army Camp which was described as 'a simple galvanised iron building, lined
with matchboard, 40 feet long by 20 feet wide by 11 feet high.' The hut was dismantled by J Kennessy
and transported to Blackwood by McEIIigot Brothers and was erected on the church site and used as a
church until the mid 1930s when construction of a new church began.
Fundraising drives were undertaken to provide the finance for a more permanent building and by 1928
sketch plans had been drawn up by Woods, Bagot, Jory and Laybourne Smith. £800 had been raised by
1935 and £200 more was added to the fund before plans could be finalised by architect Herbert Jory.
The old church was moved to the back of the site and the foundation stone of the new church was laid
by the Archbishop of Adelaide, the Most Reverend Andrew Killian, DD, BA, on 16 February 1936.
It had originally been intended to dedicate the church to St Philomena but instead the work of the
Passionist Fathers was commemorated by its dedication to St Paul of the Cross. The church, which had
cost £2 500 to build was opened by the Archbishop on 12 July 1936.
STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
The church represents the growth of the Catholic community in the Blackwood area and reflects the
extent of work undertaken by the Passionist Fathers throughout the Mitcham area and is an important
element in the district's religious development.
RELEVANT CRITERIA
(a)
(c)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.
it has played an important part in the lives of local residents.

References
Donovan, P. 1986, Towards the New Jerusalem: A History of the Catholic Community of Blackwood,
Blackwood Parish Council, p. 26-33.
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide.
Norman, W. A. 1954, The History of the City of Mitcham, p. 101-2
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Belair Hotel
LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

141 Main Road
BLACKWOOD 5051
Blecon Pty Ltd & SAB Properties, 141-147 Main Road, Blackwood SA 5051
1, 5
874
5138/7; 5141/692
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHRNo
City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, Classification B

C/01
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Belair Hotel
DESCRIPTION
Two storey random rubble stone building with ashlar rendered front elevation. Hipped corrugated iron
roof with rendered chimneys. Raked return verandah on simple timber posts with new lace. Single
storey extensions to two sides. Arch headed window openings with double hung sash windows. Fanlight
to front door. Some windows recent with fixed multipaned glazing.

HISTORY
In 1869 the road to the hills from the plains was opened. The consequent increase in passing traffic led
Robert Burfield to extend an existing wooden building and open it as the Blackwood Inn in 1869.
The existing two storey stone building was built on the site of the original Blackwood Inn in 1880. The
Register reported in June 1880 that the New Blackwood Hotel, of 20 rooms, had been erected to the
plans of H C Richardson for £2 000.
The building was originally bluestone with rendered quoins and surrounds and had a cantilevered
balcony on the front elevation. It is not possible to determine whether any of the original building has
been incorporated into the existing structure.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
This hotel is one of the earliest remaining in the Blackwood district, established to take advantage of the
passing traffic on the road between Blackwood and adjacent hills districts and Adelaide, and greatly
extended (rebuilt) at the time that the Hills railway was being constructed.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
(a)
(c)
(f)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area;
it has played an important part in the lives of local residents;
it is a notable landmark in the area.

References
Callen, J. 1985, Blackwood: Do You Remember, Author, p. 5
Jensen, E. & R. 1980, Colonial Architecture in South Australia, Rigby, p. 672
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide.
Mitcham Local History Collection
Norman, W. A. 1954, The History of the City of Mitcham, p 54-55
Register, 6 June 1880
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Blackwood War Memorial

BKW:007

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Main Road, cnr Coromandel Parade
BLACKWOOD 5051
Uniting Church in Australia Property Trust (SA), 33 Pirie Street, Adelaide SA 5000
8

2206
5176/937
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHRNo
City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, Classification 8

8/25
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Blackwood War Memorial
DESCRIPTION
Marble pillar with soldier, mounted on granite steps with black polished granite base. 'Erected in honour
of Blackwood Soldiers who served in the Great War 1914-1918.' Lists names on four sides of column.
Black granite base, embossed, commemorates Vietnam 1962-1973, Borneo 1962-1966, Korea 19501954, Malaya 1948-1960 and 1964-1965 and the Second World War 1939-1945.

HISTORY
After the First World War a war memorial was erected on the church corner at Blackwood. Additions
were made to the memorial to commemorate later wars, including the Second World War and Vietnam.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
Erected in a prominent location at the Blackwood intersection in memory of residents of the area who
gave their lives for their country. The memorial is interesting as it represents all the major wars Australia
participated in since the First World War.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
(a)
(e)
(f)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.
it is associated with a notable local personality or event.
it is a notable landmark in the area.

References
Callen, J. 1985, Blackwood: Do You Remember, Author, p. 10
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide.
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Blackwood Uniting Church; former Methodist Church

BKW:008

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

266 Main Road, cnr Coromandel Parade
BLACKWOOD 5051
Uniting Church in Australia Property Trust (SA), 33 Pirie Street, Adelaide SA 5000
8
2206
5176/937
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHRNo
City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, Classification 8

8/26
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Blackwood Uniting Church; former Methodist Church
DESCRIPTION
Random coursed stone church with stone buttresses. Gabled corrugated iron roof. Gabled porches to
side elevations. Pick finish to stone. Rendered cap to parapets on gable ends. Bluestone plinth.
Rendered caps to buttresses. Large cross motif in pointed arch window to gable. Simple leadlighting to
windows in side elevations, pointed arch with rendered surrounds. Rendered surrounds to pointed arch
doors in side porches with leadlight panels over. New rendered and brick additions to rear.
Foundation stone reads: 'To the glory of God this stone was laid by Mr G F Dall, 19th Nov. 1921.'
HISTORY
A weatherboard structure, built on a block of land lent by Mr A G Downer, on the Main Road served as
the first Methodist church in Blackwood. The construction of this Blackwood Belair Methodist Chapel
began in December 1880 with the church opened in February 1881. Services were held on the second
and third Sundays of every month for several years. In 1910 Downer sold the land to the Church, with
the purchase being approved at a meeting helc;J on 14 November.
Trustees were appointed to manage the church and included Reverend Arthur Wellesley Wellington,
William Thomas Wiltshire, George Frederick Dall, Alexander MacDonald, William Leonard Gamble,
William Parsons and Charles Albert Davis.
In April 1912 it was decided that a larger block of land which was more centrally located was preferable
to the existing site and in March 1917 the church was moved on a jinker to the block on the southeast
comer of the cross roads (the present site). The existing stone church was built in 1921. The Blackwood
church had been incorporated in the Clarendon Circuit until April 1920 when it became a separate circuit
with Coromandel Valley.
Mr D J Hewett donated the kindergarten building as a memorial to his wife.
Mrs G J Treloar, laid the foundation stone of that building.

Their daughter,

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
Built to provide a substantial venue for Methodist services in Blackwood, the church represents an
important element in the district's religious development and is a significant landmark in the centre of
Blackwood.
RELEVANT CRITERIA
(a)
(c)
(f)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.
it has played an important part in the lives of local residents.
it is a notable landmark in the area.

References
Advertiser, 12 November 1980 re centenary.
Blackwood Magazine, November 1914
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide.
Mitcham Local History Collection
Norman, W. A. 1954, The History of the City of Mitcham, p. 104-5
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Gamble Cottage Garden

BKW:009

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

296 Main Road
BLACKWOOD 5051
City of Mitcham, 131 Belair Road, Torrens Park SA 5062
43, 44, 45
868
429/10; 407/147
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

Nominated

SHR No 6628-12774

C/09
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Gamble Cottage Garden
DESCRIPTION
Informal cottage garden. The property covers approximately half a hectare.
Double fronted random coursed stone cottage with brick quoins and surrounds. Hipped corrugated iron
roof with brick chimneys. Brick string course. Raked verandah on simple timber posts with simple
timber frieze. Brick balustrading with rendered cap. Double hung sash windows. Weatherboard skillion
addition to rear.

HISTORY
The cottage on this property was built by Mr Harold Hewett, a local builder, for Mr Joseph Gamble and
his wife Harriet in 1902. Gamble had worked for the orchardist, G Laffer, during which time he lived in
Pines Cottage on Upper Sturt Road. Later Gamble worked at the Blackwood Experimental Orchard
which was established in 1908. Gamble had four daughters, Clara (born in 1890), Dorothy (born in
1893), Edith (born in 1908) and Bell.
The garden began to take shape several years after the cottage was built, the front garden being planted
with strawberries to prepare the ground before the garden was established. It was Mrs Gamble and her
daughters who developed the garden, with an accent on roses, bulbs, annuals and perennials and a
preference for blue, pink and white flowers. The pattern of the garden beds was emphasised with
edgings of local stone.
A small orchard was established in one section of the property by Joseph Gamble, reflecting his work
and interest as an orchardist. Trees planted included apples, pears and plums and it is likely that some
less common species were obtained from cuttings from the Blackwood Experimental Orchard. Only a
few of these trees remain today.
The property was donated by Misses Edith and Clara Gamble to the City of Mitcham in October 1982.
STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
The garden is significant as a relatively intact cottage garden established after the turn of the century,
retaining many of its early plantings and layout. Few such cottage gardens of this type have survived.
The garden is also indirectly associated with the State's horticultural history, through its owner's
connection with the Blackwood Experimental Orchard.
RELEVANT CRITERIA
(b)
(d)

It represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local area.
it displays aesthetic merit, design characteristics or construction techniques of significance to the
local area.

References
Mitcham Local History Collection
State Heritage Branch files
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Wittunga Homestead

BKW:010

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Shepherd's Hill Road, cnr Sherbourne Road
BLACKWOOD 5051
Board of the Botanic Gardens, Botanic Gardens of Adelaide, North Terrace, Adelaide
SA 5000
328
560
3463/3; 3463/4; 3574/22
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHRNo

C/1 0
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Wittunga Homestead
DESCRIPTION
Random coursed sandstone house with brick quoins and surrounds. Hipped corrugated iron roof, brick
chimneys. Double hung sash windows. Bullnosed return verandah on simple timber posts. Casement
windows with awning top sections.

HISTORY
Wittunga was built by Edwin Ashby in 1901 in a large estate consisting of 21 acres which Ashby planted
with vines, apples, pears and Australian and South African plants. Ashby was an estate agent and also a
member of a prominent Quaker family in the Blackwood area.
The house was gutted by a bushfire in 1934 which also destroyed part of the garden. The house was
rebuilt soon afterwards. In 1964 Ashby's son, Keith, donated the estate to the Adelaide Botanic Gardens.
Ownership was transferred to the Board of the Botanic Gardens in October 1966. Eleven years later the
gardens were open to the public.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
The house is significant as part of the Ashby estate and its association with the Wittunga Botanic
Garden.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
(a)
(e)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.
it is associated with a noted local personality or event.

References
Botanic Gardens of Adelaide, 1993, 'Wittunga Botanic Garden', pamphlet
Lands Titles Office Records, CT 1978/8
Mitcham Local History Collection
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BKW:012

former Sturt Producers Society Limited
LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Station Avenue
BLACKWOOD 5051
Sturt Producers Society Limited, PO Box 25, Blackwood SA 5051
14
2206
4310/925
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHRNo

C/07
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former Sturt Producers Society Limited
DESCRIPTION
Brick warehouse with hipped corrugated iron roof. Square headed openings. Louvre vents and small
hatch doors at upper and lower levels. Rendered parapet to street elevation with 'Sturt Producers
Society Limited' embossed. Concrete pillars with brick infill construction. Gabled corrugated iron
extension with sliding doors and louvre vents. Large louvre vents to main roof. Skillion corrugated iron
extension to rear.

HISTORY
The Sturt Producers Society was formed late in 1934 and purchased the site in Station Road on which
wooden coldstores had been erected in the early 1900s. The wooden building had been gutted by a fire
in 1934.
On 25 July 1934 the first meeting of the Sturt Producers Society was held in the Blackwood Methodist
Hall, and it was decided to purchase the land in Station Road for £162.10.10. The site was to be shared
with a company called Orchard Producers Limited who owned a building adjacent to the new cold store
built by the Sturt Producers Society. After Orchard Producers went into liquidation in late 1937, their
building was bought and demolished to allow for expansion of the Sturt Producers' cold store. The
completion of the building in 1940 allowed for the best facilities for the packing of pears and apples for
export to Britain.
Controlled atmosphere storage was installed in the building in 1971, considerably increasing the storage
life of many fruits. The Metropolitan Milk Company leased part of the property as a depot from 1975.
The use of the building for its original purpose has declined over the years owing to growers tending
more towards storing and selling their own fruit, although the store continued to deal with produce from a
wide area including Clarendon, Cherry Gardens, Upper Sturt and lronbank, McLaren Flat and Ashbourne.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
The building reflects the horticultural history of the area with orchards being a dominant early industry,
with the advent of the Blackwood Experimental Orchard from 1908 reinforcing the importance of
orcharding to Blackwood and nearby areas.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.

References
Aeuckens, A. 1984, More About Mitcham, City of Mitcham, 1989, p. 75-76
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Railway Cottages

BKW:013

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

5 & 7 Station Road
BLACKWOOD 5051
Mr C J & Mrs C M M Higham, 5 Station Road, Blackwood SA 5051
Mr D P S & Mrs S M K Ahluwalia, 7 Station Road, Blackwood SA 5051
No. 5, 11; No. 7, 32
2206
No. 5, 4291/300; No. 7, 4362/935
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHRNo

C/03
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Railway Cottages
DESCRIPTION
Two railway cottages. Random rubble stone with brick quoins and surrounds. Hipped corrugated iron
roofs with gablets and brick chimneys. Raked verandahs on simple timber posts. Multi paned casement
windows. Corrugated iron ski Ilion additions to rear. One cottage has rendered side walls.

HISTORY
These cottages are associated with the Blackwood railway station which was one of four stations built as
part of the first section of the Hills railway line through to Nairne in 1883 (the other stations were
Mitcham, Belair and Mount Lofty). The cottages would have been completed at the same time as the
station.
The cottages provided accommodation for staff employed at the station (stationmaster, signal box
operator). Similar cottages were built adjacent to the railway line at Eden Hills in later years.
The building of the railway and construction of the station at Blackwood directly influenced residential
development of the area, providing a relatively quick and easy transport link with Adelaide. New
residents in the area were provided with a free three year first class ticket to the city by rail with the aim
of encouraging people to live in the hills and commute to the city by train.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
Directly associated with the Blackwood Railway Station and the construction of the Adelaide Hills railway
line in 1883, providing accommodation for railway workers close to the station.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.

References
Donovan and Associates, 1992, Railway Heritage of South Australia, National Trust of SA, p. 2-431.
John, D. 1978, Blackwood and District: Notes from a Sketchbook, Author, p. 14
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Blackwood Railway Station, Signal Box and Overpass

BKW:014

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Station Road
BLACKWOOD 5051
State Transport Authority, GPO Box 2351, Adelaide SA 5001
Pt Lt 1
2206
4161/534
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

Film/Neg No

Nominated
National Trust of SA, Filed, File No. 2569
City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, Classification A

SHR No 6628-11506

C/04, 05, 06
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Blackwood Railway Station, Signal Box and Overpass
DESCRIPTION
Random coursed sandstone building with rendered quoins and surrounds with 'keystone' feature over
windows. Split pane double hung sash windows. Hipped and gabled corrugated iron roof with rendered
chimneys. Circular vents to gable ends (which have been boarded up). Raked verandahs on simple
timber posts. Small corrugated iron and random rubble stone addition to one end with brick quoins and
gabled roof with brick chimney. Split pane double hung sash windows.
Rendered signal box to one end, windows bricked up. Hipped corrugated iron roof with gablet.
Gabled corrugated iron and timber framed shelter on opposite platform. Slate edging to platform.
Timber and iron framed overpass with stairs across railway line. Square raised water tank further down
line.

HISTORY
This railway station was one of four stations built as part of the first section of the Hills railway line
through to Nairne in 1883 (the other stations were Mitcham, Belair and Mount Lofty). The Blackwood
complex included an overpass, water tank and standpipe.
A signal cabin was built by J Fitzpatrick in 1884. The Blackwood station was altered in 1886 with the
construction of an island platform and the lengthening of the main platform by 12 metres. In the mid
1970s the railway station buildings were damaged by fire, and were restored in 1978. The station was
officially closed to all goods traffic from 18 October 1981.
The building of the railway and construction of the station at Blackwood directly influenced residential
development of the area, providing a relatively quick and easy transport link with Adelaide. New
residents in the area were provided with a free three year first class ticket to the city by rail with the aim
of encouraging people to live in the hills and commute to the city by train.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
This is one of the few railway stations in the vicinity of Adelaide which retains many of its original
features associated with the steam ere. It is of similar design and construction to others on the Hills line,
reflecting the importance of the development of the railway network in South Australia and initiating
much of the development of the Blackwood area in the 1880s.
RELEVANT CRITERIA
(a)
(c)
(d)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.
it has played an important part in the lives of local residents.
it displays aesthetic merit, design characteristics or construction techniques of significance to the
local area.

References
Donovan and Associates, 1992, Railway Heritage of South Australia, National Trust of SA, p. 2-431
John, D. 1978, Blackwood and District: Notes from a Sketchbook, Author, p. 14
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide
(Hawthorndene 3, A)
Mitcham Local History Collection
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8.6
8.6.1

BROWNHILL CREEK

Historical Background

One of the factors influencing the South Australian Company to establish a settlement to the south of
Adelaide was the existence of Brownhill Creek which was seen as an essential source of water for the
new community. Originally the Brownhill Creek area was known to the local Aborigines as Wirraparinga,
or 'scrub and creek place'. The Brownhill Creek valley is one of the largest cuttings through the
Eden/Burnside fault scarp, the creek being fed by a catchment area which ranges from Eagle on the Hill
to Crafers and Sheoak Road at Belair. The natural vegetation of the area was soon cleared by the early
settlers for timber and to establish agricultural holdings on the banks of the creek. Some remnant natural
vegetation remains in the form of River Red Gums (Eucalyptus camandulensis) such as the 'Monarch of
the Glen' tree in the caravan park, and wattles (Acacia pycnantha). Olives now dominate the steeper hill
slopes.
The Brownhill Creek valley was first settled in the late 1830s, well before the Mitcham village was
surveyed. The South Australian Company had established a sheep station in the area in 1838 which was
soon abandoned, although the land was subsequently leased by other farmers who realised the potential
of the fertile alluvial soils in the valley floor (Aeuckens, p. 70).
Small market gardens were established on the lower sections of the valley while several quarries were
also excavated, from the late 1850s to 1860s, for the good quality building stone that could be obtained.
The better quality softer stone found near the surface was used for building, both in nearby Mitcham and
in Adelaide, while the deeper, harder stone was crushed and used for road construction. Quarries
included McEIIigot's (the largest) on the north side of the creek and the Brown hill Creek Freestone quarry
and Munday's bluestone quarry on the south side. Most of the quarries closed in the 1930s (Mitcham
Local History Collection). The mineral potential of the area was also exploited by John Grainger who
opened the Wheal Grainger mine in Ellison's Gully in 1848 in a search for lead, silver and bismuth.
As early as 1847 plans were made to supply water to Adelaide from Ellison's Gully, but it was not until
1878 that a reservoir and filter beds were built there, with water piped to holding tanks on the hill above
Fullarton Road (Mitcham Local History Collection).
Several families were tending market gardens in the area by 1865 with five gardeners recorded by
Boothby's South Australian Almanac in that year: Edmund Barton, William Curtis, Andrew David, Martin
Merkell and Siegmund Hein. Samuel Ellison was operating a dairy in the area at that time. Mitcham
village and the East Terrace market in Adelaide were supplied with produce from Brownhill Creek,
including potatoes, beans, celery, parsnips, carrots, turnips, beetroot, onions, peas and cabbages
(Aeuckens, p. 70). The fertility of the alluvial soil was supplemented with the application of manure
which was collected from coaching stables in Adelaide on the return trips from the market. The steep
climb at the end of the trip meant that often a portion of the load had to be dumped down by the creek, to
be collected later. This practice led to complaints about pollution of the creek, which by 1893 moved the
Council to construct concrete pits to hold the manure, one for each family (Norman, p. 184). Only four of
the original twelve pits remain.
Although there were never more than twerve families living in Brownhill Creek, the population was
enough to warrant the construction of a chapel in 1874 by Joseph Grigg to serve as an offshoot of the
Mitcham Baptist Church. This building, constructed on the north side of the creek near the ford, was also
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used as a school and meeting room by the local community until 1924. The chapel has since been
demolished, although the foundation stone, laid by Mrs Grigg, remains in the caravan park.
By the Second World War market gardening in the area had declined, possibly because the acreages
were not large enough to provide a good return in competition with the gardens being established to the
west and north of Adelaide. The main use of the area is now as a recreation park and reserve.
The Brownhill Creek valley retains its earlier semi-rural characteristics, an effect which has been
enhanced by the Conservation Reserve which occupies most of its length. The few houses that exist in
the area are scattered through the valley floor and a certain way up the hillsides, while remnants of early
industries such as quarrying, mining and market gardening are readily visible. The 'rural' effect is
enhanced by the apparent isolation of the valley, cut off from nearby suburban development by the steep
hills which surround it.
References
Aeuckens, A. 1984, More About Mitcham, City of Mitcham, 1989
Boothby, South Australian Almanac, 1865
Mitcham Local History Collection
Norman, W. A. 1954, The History of the City of Mitcham, Corporation of the City of Mitcham

8.6.2

Places of Local Heritage Value

Places of local heritage value in Brownhill Creek are summarised below.
..
•
•
..

Brownhill Creek Freestone Quarry; Rogers Quarry, Brownhill Creek Road (BHC:001)
Remains of Munday's Crushing Plant, Brownhill Creek Road (BHC:002)
former Wheal Grainger Mine, off Brown hill Creek Road (BHC:004)
Market Gardens and Farms, Brownhill Creek Road (BHC:005)

These places are located on Figure 8.4.
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BHC:001

Brownhill Creek Freestone Quarry; Rogers Quarry
LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Brownhill Creek Road
BROWNHILL CREEK 5062

Reserve C, adjacent 1093
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHRNo
National Trust of SA, File No. 3504

A/1 o
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Brownhill Creek Freestone Quarry
DESCRIPTION
Located on the south side of Brownhill Creek above the Lions Club reserve. Freestone bed about 40 feet
thick, dipping 30 degrees southwest into the hill. Quarry now partly filled in.

HISTORY

This quarry was first worked in 1860. By 1879 this was one of three quarries in close proximity on the
south side of Brown hill Creek. This quarry, known as Rogers Quarry was the largest of the three and
was worked by Rogers until 1900 when his lease expired. The quarry was worked for several hundred
feet and many of the older buildings in Mitcham including St Michael's Church and the Institute, and
some in Adelaide (such as 45 Currie Street) are built from stone from this quarry.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
Quarrying was an important early industry in the Mitcham area and this was one of the larger in the
Brownhill Creek area (after McEIIigot's), providing good quality building stone.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.

References
Mitcham Local History Collection
Preiss, K. & Obom, P. 1991, The Torrens Park Estate: A Social and Architectural History, Authors,
Adelaide, p. 231
Record of Mines Summary Cards, no. 156.
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Remains of Munday's Crushing Plant

BHC:002

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Brownhill Creek Road
BROWNHILL CREEK 5062
Mr R G & Mrs D J Bellchambers, Brownhill Creek Road, Brownhill Creek SA 5062
Pt 676, 885
4192/547
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHRNo

A/04
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Remains of Munday's Crushing Plant
DESCRIPTION
Remains of random rubble retaining wall and concrete pier above.

HISTORY
Munday's Bluestone quarry was one of several quarries operating at Brownhill Creek in the second half
of the nineteenth century. The crushing plant was constructed below the quarry to process the rock for
use as road screenings and building gravel.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
The crushing plant was associated with quarries in the Brownhill Creek area. Quarrying was an
important early industry in the Mitcham area and crushing plants were established to mill poorer quality
stone, unsuitable for building purposes, for uses such as roadmaking.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.

References
Mitcham Local History Collection
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former Wheal Grainger Mine

BHC:004

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

off Brown hill Creek Road
BROWNHILL CREEK 5062

Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

SHRNo

Film/Neg No

Taylor Weidenhofer
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former Wheal Grainger Mine
DESCRIPTION
[site not visited]

HISTORY
This mine was established in 1848 by John Grainger, Junior, for lead, silver and bismuth.
John Grainger was greatly involved with the early development of the State, and was a landowner and
pastoralist and mining entrepreneur. Grainger was involved in the establishment of the Princess Royal
Mining Company at Kapunda (pre 1850), and was also one of the first members of the Legislative
Council which was founded in 1851.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
Although quarrying was the dominant extractive industry in the Mitcham hills area, this mine _represents
an isolated example of the small mining 'rush' that followed the discovery of similar minerals in the hills
above Glen Osmond in mines such as Wheal Watkins and Wheal Gawler.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
(a)
(e)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.
it is associated with a notable local personality or event.

References
Mitcham Local History Collection, Brownhill Creek Mines
Pike, D. 1957, Paradise of Dissent, Melbourne University Press, p. 325, 332
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Market Gardens and Farms

BHC:005

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Brownhill Creek Road
BROWNHILL CREEK

Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHRNo
National Trust of SA, Filed, File No. 3506

A/06, 07, 08, 09
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Market Gardens and Farms
DESCRIPTION
Remnant market gardens and associated farm buildings and houses. Several houses are located off the
Brownhill Creek Road on the valley floor and adjacent slopes. A group of buildings including cottages
and outbuildings is located at the end of Brownhill Creek Road.

HISTORY
The Brownhill Creek valley was first settled in the late 1830s, well before the Mitcham village was
surveyed. The South Australian Company had established a sheep station in the area in 1838 which was
soon abandoned, although the land was subsequently leased by other farmers who realised the potential
of the fertile alluvial soils in the valley floor and small market gardens were established on the lower
sections of the valley.
Several families were tending market gardens in the area by 1865 with five gardeners recorded by
Boothby's South Australian Almanac in that year: Edmund Barton, William Curtis, Andrew David, Martin
Merkel! and Siegmund Hein. Samuel Ellison was operating a dairy in the area at that time. Mitcham
village and the East Terrace market in Adelaide were supplied with produce from Brownhill Creek,
including potatoes, beans, celery, parsnips, carrots, turnips, beetroot, onions, peas and cabbages. The
fertility of the alluvial soil was supplemented with the application of manure which was collected from
coaching stables in Adelaide on the return trips from the market.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
The remaining small farm holdings in the Brownhill Creek represent an early agricultural industry in the
Mitcham area, supplying fresh produce to both the Mitcham Village and Adelaide.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.

References
Aeuckens, A. 1984, More About Mitcham, City of Mitcham, 1989, p. 70-72
Mitcham Local History Collection
Norman, W. A. 1954, The History of the City of Mitcham, Corporation of the City of Mitcham, p. 184
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8.7

CLAPHAM

8.7.1

Historical Background

In 1850 twenty-six allotments were laid out on Section 232 as the township of Clapham, named after the
London suburb, and located just south of Lower Mitcham (GRO Plan 363/1850). Development in the
area was slow and it was not until 1856 that the first allotments were sold, with the Observer announcing
that a preliminary Section of 13.5 acres, 'situated near adjoining West Mitcham, was sold . . . in
allotments varying from 2.5 to six acres each, every one of which was purchased at good prices.'
(Observer, 5 April 1856, 4h, supp). The blocks were serviced by Murray, Maud and Catherine Streets.
Later subdivisions reduced the size of these larger allotments.
By 1866 the Clapham area was apparently still sparsely populated, described as a 'small agricultural
hamlet lying near Mitcham, inhabited by a few farmers and gardeners.' (Witworth, p. 54).
William H Burford purchased nine acres to the east of the original Clapham subdivision in the early
1880s and built 'Clapham Park', a large two storey house. The property was later owned by Peter
Anderson, a farmer, and was eventually subdivided as Haddington Park by the Adelaide Development
Co. in the 1940s (McPherson Street, Bellavista, Anson and Price Avenues) (Mitcham Local History
Collection).
The western side of Clapham was dominated by a 19 acre almond orchard on which 'Dorset House'
('Carman Court') was built by Christopher Moody in 1913 (Mitcham Local History Collection). The land
surrounding the house was sold in the 1940s with several streets in the subdivision named after the
family (such as Moody Street and Myers Avenue).
Blocks in St James Park were offered for sale in September 1927 on land originally owned by the Love
family. This area was located to the south of Springbank Road and included the Canadian named
streets (Quebec, Alberta and Toronto Streets).
The majority of development in Clapham occurred in the early to mid years of this century, and is
reflected in the building stock of the area: 1920s to 1930s houses south of Springbank Road and later
1940s and 1950s housing throughout the remainder of the suburb. These general trends are interspersed
with later developments as well as the remaining earlier houses which formed the homesteads of the
large estates which existed before the subdivisions of the suburb.
References
Aeuckens, A. 1984, More About Mitcham, City of Mitcham, 1989
Mitcham Local History Collection
Observer, 5 April1856, 4h, supp
Witworth, R. P. 1866, Bail/ieress SA Gazetter and Road Guides 1866

8.7.2

Places of Local Heritage Value

Places of local heritage value in Clapham are summarised below.
•
•
•

House, 'Clapham Park', 16 McPherson Street (CPH:001)
Shop, Passfield Meat Store, 70 Murray Street (CPH:002)
House, 'Carman Court'; 'Dorset House', 89 Springbank Road (CPH:003)

These places are located on Figure 8.5.
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CPH:001

House, 'Clapham Park'
LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

16 McPherson Street
CLAPHAM 5062
Mr F R & Mrs V G Horwood, 16 McPherson Street, Clapham SA 5062
140
232
4320/152
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHRNo
National Trust of SA, Filed, File No. 1239

E/08

Taylor Weidenhofer
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House, "Clapham Park'
DESCRIPTION
Random rubble bluestone single storey and two storey house with brick quoins and surrounds. Verandah
with timber balustrade. Arch headed windows. Hipped corrugated iron roof. Raked verandah on simple
timber posts. Rendered chimneys. Small gabled building of similar construction to house off Bellavista
Street.

HISTORY
This house was built c. 1881 by William Henville Burford who on 10 February 1881 bought a property of
9 acres in the area known as Clapham and took out a mortgage at this time. Burford is believed to have
helped Sir Robert Torrens in compiling the Real Property Act. Burford died on 23 October 1895 and the
house was left to his wife, Frances Sarah Ann.
Peter Anderson, a farmer, took over the property from July 1903 and owned Clapham Park until his
death in August 1929. In 1939 the ownership of the property was transferred to Suburbs Limited who
subdivided part of the land into 28 allotments. The house remained on half an acre and was sold on 6
May 1947 to Irene Jesse Neville.
During the Second World War the house was used as Southern Command US Headquarters.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
The house represents a stage in the early development of the area prior to intensive subdivision, namely
that of large houses and mansions on large estates.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.

References
Lands Titles Office records, CT 352/227, 1938/1
Mitcham Local History Collection
National Trust Files
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Shop, Passfield Meat Store

CPH:002

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

70 Murray Street
CLAPHAM 5062
Mr J A & Mrs C F Field, 6 Bellevue Avenue, Panorama SA 5041
106
232
1541/58
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHRNo
City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, Classification C

F/05

Taylor Weidenhofer
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Shop, Passfield Meat Store
DESCRIPTION
Double fronted shop with two recessed entrances. Glazed brown bricks and large shopfront windows.
Raked corrugated iron verandah on iron brackets. Rendered parapet with hipped corrugated iron roof.
Brick side walls. Timber and glazed doors.

HISTORY
This shop was probably constructed after the subdivision of the area in 1928. Lots 102 to 130 of the
subdivision were sold by agents A L Wyly & Co. On 23 March 1929 Richard Harold Hunt purchased Lot
106 of the subdivision. In April of the same year the property was transferred to Ivy M Walkom and
Richard Parker and it is likely that either they or Hunt built the shop around this time.
In January 1979 the property was purchased by John Walkom, a milk vendor, and was sold to the current
owners in December 1986.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
One of the few such shops still operating in the Clapham area.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents.

References
Lands Titles Office Records, CT 1522/29, 226/36
Mitcham Local History Collection
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide.
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CPH:003

House, 'Carman Court'; 'Dorset House'
LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

89 Springbank Road
CLAPHAM 5062
Mr P E & Mrs J R 0 Neil, 89 Springbank Road, Clapham SA 5062
416
232
2732/195
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHR No
City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, Classification 8

E/07

Taylor Weidenhofer
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House, 'Carman Court'; 'Dorset House·
DESCRIPTION
Coursed sandstone with rendered quoins and surrounds. Hipped terracotta tiled roof with terra cotta ridge
and gable ornaments. Returned raked verandah is extension of roof with gablets to comers. Double
hung sash windows. Simple timber posts and balustrading to verandah. Rendered chimneys.

HISTORY
The original owners of the land on which this house stands were R Wilkinson and J Young in 1839. Later
owners were Alexander MacGeorge and F Daws (1877), G R Debrai, A J Batt and Alexander Downer
(mortgagees 1897) and E A and C L Strangman (1899).
The property was sold to Christopher Austin Moody and Emma Moody in 1905. Moody, born in Dorset,
England in c. 1845 was a hotel broker, valuator, commission agent and auctioneer (and was also the
uncle of the previous owner, Edith Strangman). At this time the property comprised a 19 acre almond
plantation and Moody built the existing house there in 1913, naming it 'Dorset House' (reflecting his
English origins). The house incorporated the architectural detailing of the period and had an unusual
lookout tower on one corner.
At some stage the house was owned by the Myer family (of department store fame).
daughter Kathleen had married into the Myer family.

The Moody's

The land surrounding the house was subdivided in the 1940s. Several streets in the area were named
after the family (Myers Avenue, Moody Street). In October 1963 the house was bought by Ross and
Joyce Carman who renamed it 'Carman Court' and operated a licensed reception house there until they
sold it in 1983.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
The house represents a stage in the early development of the area prior to intensive subdivision, namely
that of large houses and mansions on large estates. The house was associated with the Myer family for
a time.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
(a)
(e)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.
it is associated with a notable local personality or event.

References

Advertiser, 30 April1977, p. 61
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide
Mitcham Local History Collection
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8.8

CLARENCE GARDENS

8.8.1

Historical Background

One of the earliest buildings in Clarence Gardens area, a simple stone house in Pulford Avenue, predates the earliest subdivision of the area by several decades. The other building of some age in
Clarence Gardens is the Avoca Hotel, built on South Road, which existed from the early 1850s and in its
current state from the 1880s to take advantage of the passing traffic on a major route to the southern
districts.
The first official subdivision in Clarence Gardens involved a small section of land at the western end of
Dinwoodie Avenue adjacent to South Road in 1908. This was followed in 1910 and 1913 by the
subdivision of what is now Albert Street, the area between the A A Bailey Reserve and Gladys Street.
The houses in Albert Street generally date from the mid 191 Os. The largest subdivision in the area took
place in 1923 and 1924 and comprised the northern third of the suburb, bounded by South Road, Cross
Road, Winston Avenue and Dinwoodie Avenue.
The remainder of the suburb was settled after 1930 with various subdivisions occurring from 1938. The
area to the northeast of the Bailey Reserve, including Chamberlain Avenue, Goodale Avenue and the
eastern half of Avenue Road was subdivided in 1938. Streets such as Abercombie, Aldershot and
Pearson and Neville Avenue were established between 1948 and 1949, as were the small cui-de-sacs on
the south side of Gladys Street.
The history of development of Clarence Gardens can be directly traced by looking at the housing types in
the area. A fairly straightforward grid pattern of tree lined streets contains large blocks of consistent
house styles, generally sited on rectangular blocks, dating from the 191 Os to the 1940s. Some more
recent developments have broken this pattern in some areas, although many streets in the suburb
remain today as they would have been when first established.
References
Lands Titles Office Deposited Plans
8.8.2

Places of Local Heritage Value

Places of local heritage value in Clarence Gardens are summarised below.
•
•
•
•

House, 85 Albert Street (CLG:001)
House, 2 Pulford Street (CLG:002)
St Francis of Assissi Anglican Hall, 833-835 South Road (CLG:003)
Avoca Hotel, 893 South Road (CLG:004)

These places are located on Figure 8.6.
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House

CLG:001

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

85 Albert Street
CLARENCE GARDENS 5039
Mr M 0 Shacklock & Ms Lehermayr, 85 Albert Street, Clarence Gardens SA 5039
43
46
5108/640
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHRNo

G/01

Taylor Weidenhofer
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House
DESCRIPTION
Pebbledash rendered house with hipped corrugated iron roof with gablet extending to raked return
verandah on timber posts. Rendered chimneys. Split pane double hung sash windows with smooth
rendered surrounds.

HISTORY

Owned in 1914 by Thomas Camplin, a labourer, and his wife Mary Ann. The property was owned by
William Charlick, gentleman, of Adelaide, who owned Lots 1-133 of the subdivision in 1913. The
Camplins bought Lot 43 on 26 May 1914 for £26.5.0.
The property was sold to Edward Lacey, a cabinetmaker, in September 1922 and later to Arthur John
Callaghan, a slate layer, in 1944.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
This house is probably one of the original houses built on the 191 0 subdivision of Albert Street.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.

References
Lands Titles Office Records, CT1 001/58, 972/42, Memorandum of Transfer 615849
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CLG:002

House
LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

2 Pulford Street
CLARENCE GARDENS 5039
Mr M A Walters & Ms S J Walters

72
Pt Sec 48
5074/859
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

Nominated

SHR No 6628-12733

E/01

Taylor Weidenhofer
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House
DESCRIPTION
Double fronted random coursed stone house with brick quoins and surrounds. Parapet to front
elevations edged with moulded brickwork and dentils. Hipped roof clad with concrete tiles with brick
chimneys. Ogee profile verandah on simple timber posts with simple timber freizework. Double hung
sash windows and sidelights and fanlight to front door.

HISTORY
This house was built on a property, originally known as Tregenna Farm from 1839, in December 1867 by
Edward Spicer (the foundation stone of the house was laid on 12 December 1867). The farm had been
owned by his brother-in-law William Hosker who ran sheep on the property.
Hosker purchased Section 48 on which the farm stook in about 1838. Edward Spicer, described as an
importer, was one of the founders of Prince Alfred College. Spicer had a family of four daughters and
three sons: Frank, Elizabeth, Mary, Ellen, Ida, Edward and Frederick and spent his first twelve years in
South Australia sheep farming. He later made a living importing goods from England.
In 1911 James Dunne was recorded as the owner of the property, comprising over four acres.
property was purchased by the Pulford family in 1953 and was subdivided at this time.

The

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
Part of an early farming property south of Adelaide, associated with Edward Spicer and his family.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
(a)
(e)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.
it is associated with a notable local personality or event.

References
Advertiser, 22 March 1977
Lands Titles Office Records, CT 1467/11 , 859/60
Pastoral Pioneers of South Australia
State Heritage Branch Files
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St Francis of Assissi Anglican Hall

CLG:003

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

833-835 South Road
CLARENCE GARDENS 5039
Synod Diocese of Adelaide, Anglican Church Australia, c/- The Rectory, 11 Dinwoodie
Street, Clarence Gardens SA 5039
128, 138
48
4239/954; 4239/955
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHRNo

E/02

Taylor Weidenhofer
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St Francis of Assissi Anglican Hall
DESCRIPTION
Brick hall with rendered window arches, sills and door surrounds and brick pilasters. Hipped corrugated
iron roof with louvre gablets. Porch entrance has gabled parapet with pointed arch moulding over paired
windows and rendered capping. 'Church Hall' embossed on front elevation. Pointed arch windows have
hopper sashes.
Foundation stone reads: 'AMDG This stone was laid by the Very Reverend G E Young Dean of Adelaide,
May 14, 1927.'
HISTORY
From the early 1920s Anglican services in the Clarence Gardens area were held in the Edwardstown
Institute Hall. The site of the present Hall building was bought by the Bishop's Home Mission Society in
1923-24.
A few years elapsed before any building work commenced but on 16 May 1927 the Register reported the
laying of the foundation stone:
The Very Rev the Dean of Adelaide laid the foundation-stone of the Anglican Church Hall at Edwardstown on
Saturday afternoon in the presence of a large attendance. The building at the corner of South Road and
Smith Street will be of brick to accommodate 300 persons, and will cost £1,800. Mr J. T. Larty is the
architect and Mr W. E. Dennis the contractor. Space is reserved on the southern side of the land for the
erection of a church. Edwardstown is in St Mary's Parish. In connection with the hall there is an energetic
building committee comprising Messrs Bloyd (chairman). F. Corbell, W. McMillan, H. F. Schapel, T. B.
Hook, J. E. Dunmore, R. 0. Fox and R. Smith. The inscription on the foundation stone is: "AMDG This
stone was laid by the Very Rev. G. E. Young, Dean of Adelaide, May 14, 1927." Dean Young addressed the
gathering and congratulated the congregation upon its enterprise. He hoped that when they had paid for the
hall they would see their way clear to build a church ...

Construction of the hall building was rapid and it was opened for services in late August 1927, as
reported by the Register on the 27 August:
The new Anglican mission hall at Edwardstown attached to the charge of St Mary's was opened on Saturday
afternoon. The Dean of Adelaide (Very Rev. G. E. Young) performed the ceremony and there was a large
-;attendance. The rector (Rev S J Boyd) welcomed the visitors. . .

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
Built during a time when a large part of the Clarence Gardens area was being subdivided, this church
hall represents the growing Anglican congregation in the area and represents an important element in the
district's religious development.
RELEVANT CRITERIA
(a)
(c)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.
it has played an important part in the lives of local residents.

References
Mitcham Local History Collection
Norman, W. A. 1954, The History of the City of Mitcham, pp 109-110
Register, 16 May 1927, 27 August 1927
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Avoca Hotel

CLG:004

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

893 South Road
CLARENCE GARDENS 5039
Coupla Days Pty Ltd, Ambron Pty Ltd & Silenus Pty Ltd, 893 South Road, Clarence
Gardens SA 5039
108, 110, 111, 132, 200
46, 47
4337/235; 2072/112; 4034/921; 4034/922; 4269/125
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHRNo

E/03
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Avoca Hotel
DESCRIPTION
Two storey building with rendered front. Random rubble bluestone rear wall. Cantilevered modem
verandah. Double hung sash and fixed pane windows to front elevation. Hipped corrugated iron roof.

HISTORY
A hotel existed on this site as early as 1851. From this time it was known as the Victory Inn, with K A
Nelson as the licensee. The name was changed to the Avoca Hotel in 1880, possibly when the existing
building was constructed. James Caust was the first licensee of the Avoca.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
This hotel is one of the earliest remaining in the area, established to take advantage of the passing traffic
on the South Road.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
(a)
(c)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area;
it has played an important part in the lives of local residents;

References
Hoad, J. L. 1986, Hotels and Publicans in South Australia, 1836-1984, Australian Hotels Association, SA
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8.9
8.9.1

COLONEL LIGHT GARDENS

Historical Background

The history of the suburb of Colonel Light Gardens is an unusual one and has been much studied and
written about over many years. Perhaps the most recent work on the topic has been Bechervaise and
Associates and McDougall and Vines work entitled Colonel Light Gardens Conservation Study of July
1989.
It is not the intention of this heritage survey to re-present that history. It makes more sense to refer the
reader to the above-mentioned work and the other readily available sources that are concerned with the
development of the suburb.
In line with the consultants' recommendations, the suburb of Colonel Light Gardens has been
The
recommended by the State Heritage Authority to be declared a State Heritage Area.
recommendation is awaiting processing by the Government authorities.

References
Bechervaise and Associates and McDougall and Vines, Colonel Light Gardens Conservation Study, July
1989. Available from the State Heritage Branch.
8.9.2

Places of Local Heritage Value

The suburb of Colonel Light Gardens has been nominated as a State Heritage Area. No Local Heritage
Items are nominated.
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8.10 COROMANDEL VALLEY
8.10.1

Historical Background

The valley, located south of Blackwood on the slopes on either side of the River Sturt was supposedly
named after the ship, the 'Coromandel' which arrived in Holdfast Bay on 12 January 1837, just two weeks
after the proclamation of the Province. Ten crew members 'escaped' to the hills, settling in the
Coromandel Valley area until they were captured or surrendered. The historical truth of the naming of
the area will probably never be known. It has also been known by the names of Upper Sturt or Sturt
Vale. Retelling the history of this area is made difficult by the fact that the Sturt River forms Mitcham
City Council's boundary. The land on the southern side of the river now lies within the boundaries of the
City of Happy Valley. Of course, the historical development of the area occurred on both sides of the
river and it is difficult to present the history of just one side of the river.
Settlement in this area began in earnest in the area in the 1840s. It became an important agricultural
district in Mitcham, the site of vegetable gardens and orchards. Initially there were small houses and the
occasional large estate. A township began to develop from the 1850s, aided by the fact that the valley
was on the major route from Adelaide to Goolwa. In the 1850s the area was characterised by clusters of
buildings at important points, such as the group consisting of Winns Bakery (this was probably
constructed in the 1860s or later), a store and other buildings built near the commonly used crossing
point (the ford) of the Sturt River.
A major boost to the area was Alexander Murray's biscuit and jam factory (nominated for the State
Heritage Register) which commenced in the valley in the 1860s. The factory was a major employer in
the area.
In the 1870s the increasing population allowed for the construction of a primary school and Anglican
church, all reflecting the fact that this area was a major focal point of the settlement in the Hills area,
probably also due to the bridges that had been constructed on the important transport routes.
Coromandel Valley remained largely rural until well into the twentieth century. Photographs taken in the
1950s of Coromandel Parade show a cluster of buildings at crossing points and dotted along the
roadside, but the majority of land in the area devoted to orchards and gardens. The subdivision of the
area began in earnest in the 1960s and 1970s.
At present the majority of the developed area consists of 1960s or 1970s houses with the occasional
nineteenth century house dotted in between. Many of the new houses are two-storeyed and built in
replica 'Colonial' styles. They are sited on the blocks according to the terrain and the views obtainable.
A substantial part of the area is as yet undeveloped. This is the property known as 'Craigburn Farm',
originally taken up by Peter Cumming in the 1850s and now owned by Minda Inc. Since the 1970s
debate has occurred regarding the subdivision of this area. Some residents wish this large area (of
some 350 ha) to remain as it is, cleared farmland. Minda wishes to sell the land for housing and use the
profits to further the work of the organisation. Time will tell how this issue resolves itself.
References
Aeuckens, A. 1989, More about Mitcham, City of Mitcham, Adelaide
Local History Files for Coromandel Valley.
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Winter, M. 1987, Sanctuary in the Hills; a History of Coromandel Valley, South Australia, since 1837.
published by M H and J L Winter, Adelaide

8.1 0.2

Places of Local Heritage Value

Places of local heritage value in Coromandel Valley are summarised below.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

House, 'Craiglee', 183 Coromandel Parade (COR:002)
Craigburn Farm, 156 Coromandel Parade (COR:003)
Bridge, Main Road (COR:004)
StJohn's Anglican Church, 337 Main Road (COR:005)
Coromandel Valley Primary School, 339-343 Main Road (COR:006)
House, 'The Knoll', 6 The Knoll Crescent (COR:007)
House, 'Swinton', 54 Turners Avenue (COR:008)
Museum; former Winn's Bakery, Winns Road (COR:009)
Ford, Winns Road (COR:01 0)
House, former Shop, 66 Winns Road (COR:011)

These places are located on Figure 8. 7.
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Places of Local Heritage Value
COROMANDEL VALLEY
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COR:002

House, 'Craiglee'
LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

183 Coromandel Parade
COROMANDEL VALLEY 5051
Mr HE and Mrs R A White, c/- PO Box 36, Blackwood SA 5051
2
842,1035,1040,1200
5098/27
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

Film/Neg No

Nominated
National Trust of SA, Recorded, File No. 194
Mitcham Heritage Survey, Classification A

SHRNo 6628-11504

2/9, 10
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House, 'Craiglee'
DESCRIPTION
A large two storey stone residence with encircling verandahs and balconies.
house sits on a land parcel of some ten acres.

Presently for sale, the

HISTORY
'Craiglee' was the home of Alexander Murray and his family, who settled in the Coromandel Valley
district in the early 1840s. Said to be built in 1844 (although further research is needed to confirm its
construction date) this large house was possibly built by the contractor John Weymouth and commands a
panoramic view over the valley and the remains of the biscuit factory site below.
The Murrays were extremely important in the history of Coromandel Valley with the establishment and
operation of the Biscuit and Jam factory. It was an employer of many locals, and a thriving business that
produced well known products and was, for many years the life and soul of the otherwise sleepy
orcharding community of Coromandel Valley. The Murrays were prominent citizens who were members
of Council and benefactors to the community.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
Of local importance to the Coromandel Valley area in its association with the Murray family, prominent
citizens in the area. If the suggested construction date proves to be correct the house has added
significance as an early building in the Coromandel Valley area.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)
e)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.
it is associated with a notable local personality or event.

References
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide, p. 150
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Craigburn Farm

COR:003

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

156 Coromandel Parade
COROMANDEL VALLEY 5051
Minda Incorporated, 156 Coromandel Parade, Coromandel Valley SA 5051
200
19
5132/156
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

Rejected (Craigburn Cottage only)
Mitcham Heritage Survey, Classification B

SHR No 6628-10465

2/8
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Craigburn Farm
DESCRIPTION
Craigburn Cottage is a simple, single storey stone building that consists of a two roomed cottage with subsequent
extensions all re-roofed under one main roof.
Craigburn Homestead is a larger stone building, dating from the 1880s that has had many alterations. The John
Tassie Building is a red brick building dating from the 1930s. All are set within a large estate of open space and
farmland.

HISTORY
The Craigburn property was taken up in 1854 by Mr Peter Cumming (Alexander Murray's brother in law), who
cleared much of the land, selling the timber in Adelaide for building. He built a simple stone house (supposedly
built by a German builder) for his manager in 1854-55.
In the 1870s, Craigburn was owned by George Gooch. In the 1880s the property was sold to Mr Austin who
constructed a second house on the property. He lived there until the early 1900s when the whole property was sold
to the Downer family.
Minda Incorporated acquired the property in 1923 and built the red brick 'John Tassie Building' in 1934. Minda used
the property for farming purposes, transporting residents from its main site at Brighton to Coromandel Valley three
days a week. With the construction of the 'John Tassie Building' and its later extensions in 1937, people began to
live on the property. During the 1930s Austin's house was renovated with the tower and slate roof removed and the
battlements and verandahs altered.
Minda Incorporated is unique in South Australia as providing care for the intellectually disabled. It was established
in 1898 as a "Home for Weak Minded Children" with the objectives of caring for, educating and training intellectually
disabled children who had previously been housed at the Glenside Lunatic Asylum. In 1911 the constitution of the
organisation was altered to allow children who had grown to adulthood to· remain. Craig burn Farm was acquired by
Minda because it was thought that farming was a useful and healthy activity that intellectually disabled people
(mainly the men) could do. It was in the days when such people remained in institutions for the duration of their
lives.
Minda and its residents developed a substantial farm on the property. By 1930 there were about 500 horses, sheep
and cattle on the site. Minda became a member of the Stud Pig breeders Association and the piggery with its 30
pedigree pigs was registered as the Craigburn Stud Pig Farm. By 1932 Craigburn was supplying Minda's full
requirements for mutton, firewood and much of the fruit used for jam making. Milk and butter were also once
produced from Craig burn as well as the herd of 200 pigs, bred for show, for sale and for bacon.
Minda Incorporated also operated orchards and market gardens on the property. One paddock is still called the
Vineyard as it was the site of the first vineyard in the district planted in the late 1880s. New orchards were planted
in 1965 on the site where the first orchard stood. There are three buildings on the Craigburn property at
Coromandel Valley. Craigburn Cottage is a single storey building which consists of a two roomed cottage (believed
to date from 1854-55) with a three roomed addition all of which have been re-roofed (leaving the original shingles
underneath). Craigburn Homestead was the next to be constructed during Austin's period of occupancy in the
1880s. Finally the 'John Tassie Building' was erected providing accommodation for twenty initially with the later
extension, the 'George Hussey Wing' accommodating a further twenty people.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
Of local significance as an early farm complex in Coromandel Valley that was associated with some of the district's
most prominent people. Its long standing connection with Minda is also of significance as this is an important
institution.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)
e)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.
it is associated with a notable local personality or event.

References
Marsden, A & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide, p. 147.
Minda Home 1898-1948, Fifty years of sympathetic care and practical service, published by the Board of
Management, Minda Home Inc, December 1948
Minda Incorporated, Craigburn 1978, available from MLSA
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COR:004

Bridge
LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Main Road, over the River Sturt
COROMANDEL VALLEY 5051
Department of Transport, PO Box 1, Walkerville SA 5081
Road Plan no: 2511
Not applicable
Not applicable
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

Film/Neg No

Nominated
National Trust of SA, Filed, File No. 2081
Mitcham Heritage Survey, Classification A

SHRNo 6628-11503

10/18
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Bridge
DESCRIPTION
A narrow arched stone bridge over the River Sturt. At the roadway level of the bridge there are stone
side walls.

HISTORY
The bridge was built in 1872. It is very similar in appearance to and was built six years after Homer's
bridge, which crossed the River Sturt on the main road between Adelaide and Goolwa.
This bridge was constructed to aid local traffic in crossing the Sturt. Its construction determined the route
of the road through Coromandel Valley and to Cherry Gardens.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
Of significance in illustrating themes connected to transport in the Coromandel Valley area.
construction of bridges would have eased travelling in the region considerably.

The

RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area

References
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide, p. 147
Winter, M. 1987, Sanctuary in the Hills, A History of Coromandel Valley since 1837, published by the
author, Australia, p. 53
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StJohn's Anglican Church

COR:005

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

337 Main Road
COROMANDEL VALLEY 5051
Synod of the Diocese of Adelaide, Anglican Church of Australia, Parish Office, 35
Coromandel Parade, Blackwood SA 5051
Part 7X
866
3185/62
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

Film/Neg No

Nominated
National Trust of SA, Recorded, File No. 890
Mitcham Heritage Survey, Classification A

SHRNo 6628-11505

8/14
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StJohn's Anglican Church
DESCRIPTION
A simple, good quality Gothic Revival Church constructed from bluestone with cut stone quoins and
surrounds that has had a series of extensions.

HISTORY
St Johns was built in 1872-73 on land donated by the South Australian Company. Prior to the
construction of this church, George Gooch's house 'Craig burn' had been used for services. St Johns is a
fine Gothic Revival church reputedly designed by the architect E J Woods and constructed by
Mr D Deans for £525. The first service held in the building was conducted by Bishop Short.
The Church has been extended twice in its history; in 1907 the apse and vestry were added and in 1973
the vestry was enlarged to mark the centenary of the Church.
The Parish of Coromandel Valley was constituted in 1895 and the boundaries of the parish have been
extended and altered over the years to include Murray Bridge and for many years, Meadows, Kangarilla,
Cherry Gardens, Clarendon and Macclesfield. In 1969 the parish was divided into two, Coromandel
Valley and Belair. There are currently three centres of worship, Blackwood, Eden Hills and Coromandel
Valley which is the mother church.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
A quality building, built in the early days of the settlement of Coromandel Valley that has played an
important role in the religious lives of the locals.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
c)
d)

it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents.
it displays aesthetic merits, design characteristics or construction techniques of significance to the
local area.

References
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide, p. 146
Norman, W. A. 1954, The History of the City of Mitcham, Corporation of the City of Mitcham, pp. 95-8
O'Shea, M. 1979, Old Coromandel, Investigator Press, SA
Treagus, M. 1973, Centenary of StJohn's Church, Coromandel Valley, 1873- 1973, published in 1973
Winter, M. 1987, Sanctuary in the Hills, A History of Coromandel Valley since 1837, published by the
author, Australia, pp. 107-13
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COR:006

Coromandel Valley Primary School
LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

339-343 Main Road
COROMANDEL VALLEY 5051
Minister of Education, 31 Flinders Street, Adelaide SA 5000
103

866
4228/775
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

Film/Neg No

SHRNo
National Trust of SA, Filed, File No. 1427
Mitcham Heritage SuNey, Classification B

8/13
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Coromandel Valley Primary School
DESCRIPTION
A bluestone and red brick school building with a corrugated iron roof.
altered and extended.

The building has been much

HISTORY
The Coromandel Valley Primary School was constructed in 1877 at a cost of £884 on a site purchased
from the South Australian Company.
The first school in the area had been established in 1843 in Samuel Gill's kitchen at Coromandel House.
It closed in 1850 and a schoolroom chapel was built and opened in that year. Its history was a troubled
one and by the mid 1870s the community was agitating for a better schoolroom in another location.
The Government promised to construct a school in 1876 and the schoolroom and residence were
constructed and open for use in 1877. Numbers of children increased and a new stone classroom was
added in 1892. It was extended again in the early years of the twentieth century. By 1927, 178 students
were enrolled.
With the opening of the nearby Blackwood Primary School in 1929, student numbers declined. The
Coromandel Valley Primary School remained relatively small until the 1960s and the development of the
suburb of Coromandel Valley.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
Of significance as a relatively early building in the area and as a prominent building in a developing
community.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)
c)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.
it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents.

References
Coromandel Valley Local History Files
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide, p. 146
Norman, W. A. 1954, The History of the City of Mitcham, Corporation of the City of Mitcham, pp. 131-4
O'Shea, M. 1979, Old Coromandel, Investigator Press, SA
Winter, M. 1987, Sanctuary in the Hills, A History of Coromandel Valley since 1837, published by the
author, Australia, 1987, pp. 96-1 04
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House, 'The Knoll'

COR:007

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

6 The Knoll Crescent
COROMANDEL VALLEY 5051
Mr R J F and Mrs A C Edwards, 6 The Knoll Crescent, Coromandel Valley SA 5051
Pt lot 18C
866
4100/56
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHRNo

8/12
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House, 'The Knoll'
DESCRIPTION
This house is a freestone, bluestone and brick villa with encircling verandahs that would appear to date
from the turn of the century. It is surrounded by a fine garden.

HISTORY
In 1896, Mary Ellen Smith, the wife of Jacob Smith, a civil servant of Blackwood bought an eight acre
parcel of land from the previous owners, the South Australian Company. In 1891 the South Australian
Company had subdivided some of the land they owned in the area into a number of five to ten acre
blocks.
Soon after, the Smith family set to work to establish a large market garden, orchard and dairy and to
construct this house. It was built in c1897, reputedly by the contractor John Weymouth, and was the
central homestead for the farm. The farm once covered a large area and given the current alignment of
the street, only a side elevation is visible of the house. Its facade faces west.
The house was owned by Mary Smith until 1956 when it was transferred to Frank Smith, a dairy farmer
who owned it until 1966. The land parcel was subdivided soon after.
The Smiths were one of the last dairying families remaining in the valley area. Max Winter states they
were still operating a dairy, although only of a size to cope with local demand until the 1950s.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
A house that is significant in its former association with one of the large farms of the Coromandel Valley
area, revealing what life in the Valley was like prior to the creation of the suburb.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)
f)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area
it is a notable landmark in the area

References
Information provided by Maggie Ragless, May 1995.
Winter, M. 1987, Sanctuary in the Hills, A History of Coromandel Valley, South Australia since 1837,
published by the author, Australia
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COR:008

House, 'Swinton'
LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

54 Turners Avenue
COROMANDEL VALLEY 5051
Mr F K Archibald, 54 Turners Avenue, Coromandel Valley SA 5051

pt 869A
4052/645
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHRNo

10/4
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House, 'Swinton'
DESCRIPTION
'Swinton' is a two storey stone house of Georgian styling with hipped slate clad roof and rendered
chimneys. A return verandah and balcony with timber posts and balustrading and raked corrugated iron
clad roof dominates the elevation of the house which overlooks the adjacent valley.

HISTORY
This house was owned and built by the Turner family and is currently owned by a descendant. The
Turners were one of the first families to settle in the Coromandel Valley area and many generations have
lived in the valley. This house is thought to be one of the first houses built in the valley to survive.
It is known that Thomas Turner owned Section 869 (an 80 acre parcel as well as to 22 acres of Section
1017) in 1869. Section 869 was originally granted to Robert Cunningham in October 1840 and it is not
known when Turner acquired the land but it is thought to be in the late 1840s, soon after his arrival in
South Australia.
The Turners established a large dairying concern, farm for growing hay, a large orchard growing
peaches, apples, apricots, oranges etc and a market garden all before the First World War and called the
property 'Swinton'. By 1926 they had established a vineyard on the land. A relative also established a
house, cold store and farm on a nearby property named 'Renfrey'.
Thomas Turner died in June 1885 and the property passed to Joseph Turner senior. He in turn passed it
to Joseph Turner junior and William Turner in 1929. With the death of William in January 1945, the
property was transferred to Joseph and F K (known as Ken) Archibald, another relative in 1959. With
Joseph's death in 1959, the land passed to Archibald and retains the ownership of this parcel of land
containing the house. The surrounding farm land has been sold for subdivision.
The farm ceased production in c. 1985.
STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
A house that is significant in being one of the earliest surviving houses to be built in Coromandel Valley.
It was the primary house for a large orchard, farm, grazing, market gardening concern that operated from
the late 1840s to the 1980s. It reveals the previous use of land and lifestyle in the Valley. A relative of
the Turner family still retains the ownership of the house.
RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)
f)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area
it is a notable landmark in the area

References
Information provided by Maggie Ragless, May 1995
Winter, M. 1987, Sanctuary in the Hills, A History of Coromandel Valley, South Australia since 1837,
published by the author, Australia
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Museum; former Winn's Bakery

COR:009

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Winns Road
COROMANDEL VALLEY 5051
Corporation of the City of Mitcham, 131 Belair Road, Torrens Park SA 5062

865
4175/828
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

Film/Neg No

Rejected
SHR No 6628-12851
National Trust of SA, Recorded, File No. 1028
Mitcham Heritage Survey, Classification 8 (part of a precinct)

8/9
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Museum; former Winn's Bakery
DESCRIPTION
The site contains a rectangular stone walled bakery building with brick quoins and timber lintels over
openings. The external walls are painted white and are braced in places by railway tracks. The roof is
gabled and clad with corrugated galvanised iron. Internally, the bakery features a hessian ceiling and
retains one of its original ovens.
The implement shed on the site is a bluestone and brick structure with a raked iron clad roof. It is open
on one side. The garden of the bakery site contains old mature trees such as walnut and pepper trees.
A line of mature poplars forms the road boundary of the site and the River Sturt forms another boundary.

HISTORY
The construction date of the former bakery is not known precisely and there is conflicting evidence
regarding its early years. We can be sure it operated from the 1870s to the early 1940s. However some
records exist that show that a baker, Mr Langsford was operating a bakery on the site from as early as
1860. Council assessment records make no mention of a bakery on the site until 1873.
The land on which the bakery is sited was owned by the South Australian Company from 1840 to 1891
when it was sold to Walter Winn. Clearly the bakery was built during the ownership of the SA Company
but by whom is not known. Local tradition maintains it was the Shepley family (who owned the store
opposite) and was operated by Langsford, Enoch Shepley's son in law.
The Winn family, who owned the store opposite from 1880, owned the site until 1932 and Walter Winn
was perhaps the best known baker who occupied the building. It has been owned by a number of people
from that time and was leased to the National Trust of South Australia for use as a museum from 1971.
Descriptions exist to explain how bread was made in this building, which during its operation, supposedly
supplied bread to Belair, Bedford Park, Hawthorndene, Blackwood, Coromandel Valley, and to places as
far away as Reynella, Clarendon, Happy Valley and Cherry Gardens, all delivered by the baker and his
horse.
The former bakery was transferred from the owner Mavis Goldsack to the City of Mitcham in 1990. For
many years, it has been leased by the National Trust of South Australia and presented as a museum.
STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
Winns Bakery is an interesting example of a small bakery that was once a part of an early settlement in
this area. It is located on a transport route at one of few available crossing points of a river. The building
contains one old oven which is an interesting industrial relic.
RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)
c)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area
it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents

References
Lands Titles Office information
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide, p. 146
State Heritage Branch File No. 6628- 12851
O'Shea, M. 1979, Old Coromandel, Investigator Press, SA
Winter, M. 1987, Sanctuary in the Hills, A History of Coromandel Valley since 1837, published by the
author, Australia, pp. 77-8

342

Taylor Weidenhofer

MITCHAM HERITAGE SURVEY

Ford

COR:010

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

Winns Road, over the Sturt River
COROMANDEL VALLEY 5051
Department of Transport, PO Box 1, Walkerville SA 5081
865
3935/66
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHR No
Mitcham Heritage Survey, Classification B (part of a precinct)

2/11
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Ford
DESCRIPTION
A narrow concrete floored ford that crosses the Sturt River on Winns Road.

HISTORY
From the earliest days of the settlement of Coromandel Valley until the construction of bridges, this site
is the place were people have chosen to cross the Sturt. Although there were other places (nearby at the
McNamaras property and at Craiglee if the fords were impassable) this crossing was considered to be
the best.
This is surprising given that the creek retained its natural stony bottom until about 1950 which made it
dangerous and people, vehicles and animals slipped over from time to time. During heavy rains the
Sturt was known to suddenly flood and become very dangerous and deep.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
A favoured crossing place of the River Sturt before bridges were built and of significance in illustrating
how the river was crossed before the construction of bridges. The ford also was the focus for the cluster
of buildings that developed in its vicinity.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)
c)
f)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.
it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents.
it is a notable landmark in the area.

References
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide, p. 146
Winter, M. 1987, Sanctuary in the Hills, A History of Coromandel Valley since 1837, published by the
author, Australia, p. 46 and p. 53.
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House; former Shop

COR:011

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

66 Winns Road
COROMANDEL VALLEY 5051
Mr J SA R Dady and Ms S A Payne, 66 Winns Road, Coromandel Valley SA 5051
7
1089
5167/713
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments

Film/Neg No

Rejected
SHR No 6628-12861
National Trust of SA, Filed, File No. 888
Mitcham Heritage Survey, Classification B (part of a precinct)
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House; former Shop
DESCRIPTION
A two storey bluestone or freestone and brick house with a verandah to the upper floor, built very close
to the present street alignment. The side elevation reveals that the house has an 'M' shaped roof. On
the ground floor, the building has two symmetrically placed multi-paned double hung windows and an
entrance. A set of double doors formed the shop front on the ground floor. Apparently a cedar counter
can still be found in the part of the building that was the shop. Part of the verandah has been enclosed.
The building has had a series of additions, one to the river side, another to the opposite side and to the
rear. Parts of the surrounding verandahs have been enclosed.

HISTORY
The building, said to have been known as Shepley's Store was initially the post office, and operated from
about 1860 to at least 1880, if not the turn of the century. Enoch Shepley acquired the land on which the
building is sited in 1856. It is believed that it was during the ownership of Lucy Shepley (1856 to 1862)
that the building was built. It is also believed that during the period of 1860 to 1880, Government rations
of flour, tea and sugar were handed out to Aboriginal people from this site.
In 1880 Richard Winn bought the building and its 53 acre land parcel and stocked the building as a
general store. His son, Walter owned the store from 1904 to 1926 after his father's death. Apparently it
closed in 1924.
Winns Road was part of the route between Adelaide and Goolwa.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
The former store and post office remains (in addition to Winns bakery and the Sturt River crossing point)
as evidence of what was a small settlement node on a part of an early main road that ran through the
district. Whilst it operated as a store and post office in a relatively unsettled area, it would have been an
important focal point of the community.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
a)
c)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.
it has played an important part in the lives of the local residents.

References
Marsden, A. & Brasse, L. 1979, City of Mitcham Heritage Survey, National Estate, Adelaide, p. 146
O'Shea, M. 1979, Old Coromandel, Investigator Press, SA
State Heritage Branch File No. 6628 -12851
Winter, M. 1987, Sanctuary in the Hills, A History of Coromandel Valley since 1837, published by the
author, Australia, 1987, pp. 77-8
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8.11
8.11.1

CUMBERLAND PARK

Historical Background

One of the first areas in Cumberland Park to be subdivided was the area known as Redfern, immediately
to the east of Cabra College. This was a subdivision of part of Section 1 into 97 lots in 1881 (Aeuckens,
p. 40) (Norman says 1883, p. 65). Development of this area was slow: by 1891 there were only 18
houses in the area, increasing to 26 in 1911 (Aeuckens, p. 40). To the west of Redfern was the area
known as Cabra. When the Dominican Sisters moved to their new convent sited on 10 acres at Cross
Road early in 1886 the area was apparently bare and treeless and was regarded as being in the 'country'.
(Presumably the Cabra area was subdivided and named before this). A few houses remain in these
areas dating from the late 1880s.
In the 1920s Shuttleworth and Letchford advertised the area of Cumberland Park, south of Cabra and
Redfern as:
A MODERN, PROGRESSIVE, NEW SUBURB, at third section of Tramway, and adjacent to picturesque
Reade Park. EVERY PUBLIC UTILITY IS HERE!
Water, Deep Drainage, Gas, Electricity, Telephone Service, Schools, a large Shopping Centre, and a
modern Picture Theatre are all available to the residents of Cumberland Park. Within easy reach are
extensive Recreation Grounds, Garden Reserves, Churches, Banks, Post Office and all other amenities of a
Modern Suburb. Few localities so close to the City offer such extraordinary advantages ... THE LOCALITY
IS RIGHT! . . . It is right in the Heart of the Southern Suburban Area which has made such rapid
development during the past few years ...
BRG 109

To the south of Cumberland Park the (later) subdivisions of Hollywood (1929) and Reade Park Gardens
(from 1942) were made. Avenue Park, at the western end of Avenue Road, was subdivided in the
1920s.
The built heritage of Cumberland Park reflects the various stages of development, with houses such as
Bowyer House built in the 1880s interspersed with 1920s and 1930s bungalows and houses such as
those in Kyeema Avenue, with small pockets of later styles scattered throughout.
References
Aeuckens, A. 1984, More About Mitcham, City of Mitcham, 1989
BRG 109 Plans etc deposited by the Real Estate firm of Shuttleworth and Letchford
Norman, W. A. 1954, The History of the City of Mitcham, Corporation of the City of Mitcham
8.11.2

Places of Local Heritage Value

Places of local heritage value in Cumberland Park are summarised below.
House, 'Bowyer House', 7 Bowyer Crescent (CUM:001)
These places are located on Figure 8.8.
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House, 'Bowyer House'

CUM:001

LOCATION
Address
Suburb
Owners
Allotment No
Section
CT
Hundred

7 Bowyer Crescent
CUMBERLAND PARK 5041
Mr K S Teagle & Ms SA Kentwell, 7 Bowyer Crescent, Cumberland Park SA 5041
338
2
3025/150
Adelaide

State Heritage Status
Other Assessments
Film/Neg No

SHRNo

E/04
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House, 'Bowyer House'
DESCRIPTION
Double fronted return veranda villa. Raked verandah to front elevation on timber posts. Double hung
split pane sash windows. Brick quoins and surrounds. Brick chimneys and hipped corrugated iron roof.

HISTORY
Probably built in the 1880s this house was owned in 1907 by Annie Elizabeth Hodsoll, wife of William
Hodsoll. Fred Roads, a contractor from Clarence Park bought the house in July 1914 and sold it to
Charlotte Bowyer, wife of Edwin Bowyer, a butcher, in August 1916.
The area immediately around the house was subdivided in 1956 when the house was owned by Arthur
Ray Marks, a builder.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE
One of the first homesteads in the Cumberland Park area.

RELEVANT CRITERIA
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area.

References
Advertiser, 7 July 1990
Lands Titles Office Records, 770/110, 1431/174, 2435/184, 2452/45
Mitcham Local History Collection
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