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HENLEY AND GRANGE
SIGNIFICANT AREAS AND FEATURES

Description

The area of Henley Grange has developed as a pleasant sea-
side dormitory area, serving the western region of Adelaide.
There is little commercial development and virtually no
industrial development. The early developed area from the
coast, inland to the remnant railway reserve is very des-
tinctive. This area was largely developed in the 1910-
1920 period composed of medium size stone villas located
in a consistant manner along the streets. The profusion
of Norfolk Pines growing in these streets reinforce the
Victorian character and exerts a major visual influence on
the area. These trees extend along the main avenues and
streets and dominate the visual appearance of the area.

The beach area and close relationship of dwellings along
the esplanade is a major feature of long standing and
importance in the Henley Grange area, as well as elsewhere.
The area extending from the Marines to south of the jetty
has a marked degree of site integrity with the sea and
beachfront closely tied into land functions of openspace
recreation and development.

Virtually the only remnants of the agricultural character
of the oldest areas are the glasshouses around Sturt's
cottage. The seaside resort aspect of Henley and Grange
has left more of a mark. The coastal dune area boasts
many old boarding houses, beach houses and bungalows, and
cottages. These are often clustered around the jetties.
Henley Jetty, being the older, contains the finer examples
and groupings.

Most of the area, though, features post-world-war develop-
ment, with some subdivisions being settled in the last
five years or so.

Features tying Henley and Grange together include the
beach and coastal dune, and extensive plantings of Norfolk
Island pines along main streets such as East Terrace
(Henley Beach) and Seaview Road (Grange) .
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OPPORTUNITIES AND POLICIES

Within the area of Henley and Grange it is interesting
and encouraging to note the process of renewal that has
commenced. In particular the effort given to the rede-
velopment of Henley Square has provided a major contribu-—
tion to the revitalisation of the heritage of the area.

The activities of the Coast Protection Board in the stab-
ilisation of the sand dune and beach area, and the desig-
nation of parts of the coastline as natural areas.

Future opportunities exist for the continued revitalisat-
ion and enhancement of the urban area. The most signif-
icant is the revitalisation of beach front dwellings.
This area is particularly interesting, and has a distinc-
tive seaside holiday flavour to the form of development.
Many of these dwellings are run down or in poor state of
condition, this is in part due to the co rosive!nature of
the coastline and in part to the market demand for sea-
side houses. With the growth of Adelaide it can be
expected in the near future that this foreshore area will
become of major attraction to homebuyers. With this will
come major reconstitution and renovation.

The main contributor to the distinctive street character

of Henley and Grange are the stately avenues of Norfolk
Island Pines. These avenues are very picturesque,
attractive and appropriate for seaside suburbs. A strong
recommendation is made to extend the area of Norfolk Pines
plantings to streets which are deficient in trees, and to
ensure that as trees age or die that they are replaced with
Young Norfolk Pines.

Policies
. Protection and extension of Norfolk Pines.
Redevelopment Guidelines for the residential foreshore.

Heritage Protection for
. The Grange
. The Henley jetty, square and approaches
. Grange jetty.
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INTRODUCTION

Hindmarsh was one of the first secondary towns established
outside the City of Adelaide, and it expanded rapidly to
become a suburb of Adelaide. As the Regional - ~ has
shown, the development of Hindmarsh was influenced by the
area's locational advantages, its natural resources and
the brick-making and other skills of its inhabitants.
Industries unsuited to the City were located very early

in Hindmarsh, and these were an important influence on the
growth of the area and its associated heritage.

In the last thirty years, the rate of industrial

and commercial development has exerted great pressure
on the heritage of Hindmarsh. 01d houses and community
facilities have been displaced or affected by

commerce and manufacturing, in the past ten years

by extensive trasportation proposals.

LAND SETTLEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT

The Regional History has shown how the settlement of the
villages around Adelaide was stimulated by delays in the
surveying of the country sections, combined with speculation
and the high price of land in the City. Consequently,

many poorer settlers camped in the parklands to await the
availability of suitably priced land. (1)

In May 1838, the parkland squatters were given notice to
quit the parklands, and at the same time, Governor
Hindmarsh made his selection of Section 353, which became
Hindmarsh. It was rumoured that the Governor planned to
sell the triangle of land in half acre blocks, to 200
settlers, and he was accused of attempting to profit from
the eviction of the squatters. The rumour was unfounded,
but the sale of Hindmarsh aroused a great deal of controversy
at the time. The committee of skilled workers and
middle-class settlers who had negotiated the sale of
Hindmarsh with the Governor answered some of these
allegations in the press, but the myth of 200 workers
settling the area persisted. (2)

The sale and subdivision of Hindmarsh occurred very rapidly,
and most of Section 353 was settled by 1840. It was
originally intended that the triangle of land would be
divided into 100 one acre allotments at 10 pounds each,
but the demand for land was so great that 200 half-acre
lots were sold at 6 pounds and twelve shillings each.
There were no 200 immediate buyers, as there were still
some vacant allotments in 1840.(3) Land sales between 1838
and 1839 were accompanied by a great deal of speculation.
In September 1838, two half acres that had cost 5 pounds
were resold for 40 and 50 pounds.(4) In 1839, allotments
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that had cost 10 pounds per acre increased to between 45
pounds and 100 pounds. (5) By 1839, improvements to the
land had already begun. Buildings were erected, wells
sunk, and clay extraction started. Early in that year
too, the trend to very intensive land-use began, when
half-acre allotments near the river were divided into
plots measuring 21 feet by 47 feet. (6) In 1841, Hindmarsh
had a population of 661, which was a little over 7% of the
Adelaide population of 9,000.

The initial planning of Hindmarsh, carried out by Arthur
Fydell Lindsay and the members of the syndicate which
bought the land, was relatively well done. A village
focus, Lindsay Circus, was set out at the centre of the
triangle. It was originally intended as a cemetery

but following adverse public reaction, it was designated a
public reserve. What was intended as the Hindmarsh

Market in the extreme south-west of the triangle, became
the Hindmarsh cemetery. Lindsay Circus is now occupied by
the Hindmarsh Gval and Soccer Stadium.

The demand for land near Hindmarsh was such that a new
village was laid out in February 1839. Situated in Section
354, which was owned by J. Wright, Bowden was sold in the
form of a lottery. Tickets were 5 pounds each; the "grand
prize" was an allotment of 14 acres, and twelve lesser
prizes were of ten acres. These allotments were subdivided
more closely than generally occurred in Hindmarsh, with

the result that streets were 33 feet in width, and some
allotments had frontages of only 30 feet. The blocks were
advertised as having potential for brickmaking and building.

Bowden was well-located between the neighbouring areas
of North Adelaide and Hindmarsh, it was close to the
Torrens, and it had frontages on the Port Road and the
parklands. However it never became as attractive as
North Adelaide or even Hindmarsh because of its crowded
subdivision and unimaginative planning.

There was no defined village focus as in Hindmarsh, and
the streets were uninterestingly laid out. The central
street, Gibson Street, was intersected by seventeen
streets consecutively named First, Second, Third etc., to
Seventeenth Street.

Brompton

This suburb was laid out some time after Hindmarsh and
Bowden in late 1848 or early 1849. Its development
hinged on the utilisation of the excellent deposits of
clay in the area, and the establishment of the South
Australian Gas Company's works in 1863. The street
pattern in Brompton was generally more varied than in
Bowden, and allotments were slightly larger, although
the streets were prohibitively narrow.
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Croydon and Brompton Park

The subdivision of these areas can be attributed to
P.B Coglin, a prominent businessman and Mayor of
Hindmarsh in 1886. Coglin established a farm named
'Croydon' in that area and retained the name when the

land was subdivided. In the 1870s he acquired the
land now known as Brompton Park, the subdivision
of which was criticised in Hindmarsh at the time.
It was laid out in such a cramped fashion that
drainage was difficult, traffic congested, and
people's living conditions made substandard.

Croydon North was subdivided in the 1890s, by
Richard Day, previously a farmer in the area.
The land closest to the railway line was first
fragmented, and then in 1877 - 8, the central
part was subdivided, followed by the remainder.
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13.3  ECONOMIC PRODUCTION

The Regional Historyhas shown that economic production

in South Australia in the nineteenth century was based
on primary production, and that emerging secondary
industry catered to this. Secondary industries were
located in Hindmarsh from the time of settlement, as the
area's location, its natural resources and its rapidly
growing population fostered the growth of manufacturing.
Most of the early industries were based on the processing
of clay, leather, wool and on slaughtering.

It has been argued that the first settlers of Hindmarsh
were very conscious of respectability and wealth, and
sought to improve their social and economic status by
setting up a business of their own. A number of these
early settlers, mainly skilled tradesmen, retailers and
small farmers, began firms that inturn attracted other
industries and workers to Hindmarsh. Ridley's Flour mill,
Bean's tannery, Crawford's brewery and Wright and Linn's
Soap Manufactory, were among the first to be set

up.  (7)

From the outset then, there were a number of industries

in Hindmarsh, some of which became large and profitable.
Ridley's flour mill, built by John Ridley who arrived

in 1840, was important not only to Hindmarsh, but to the
colony as a whole. As the Regional Historyhas shown, early
agriculture was concentrated in the vicinity of Adelaide
and wheat growing was extensively carried on. The milling
of this wheat was done laboriously by hand. 1In 1840,
Ridley and Dr. Kent arrived with their steam engines, and
milling was made faster and more efficient. Ridley set

up his engine and mill in Hindmarsh, and soon acquired
wheat land in the area to the north-west of Hindmarsh
village. This later became Ridleyton. Ridley made another
important contribution to South Australian agriculture by
developing, with John Bull, the "Australian Reaper", which
was sald to reduce the cost of hand reaping by half.

George Shearing was one of the first brick-makers in the
area. He arrived in 1839, squatted in the Parklands
with his family, then moved to Adams Street, Hindmarsh.
George and his sons operated the brickworks on the Port
Road near West Street. The Shearings branched out into
pottery and "fancy bricks", making use of the skilled
German potters in the colony. "W. & G. Shearing" was
operated by George's sons after his death in 1872.

The Shearing family was closely associated with the affairs
of the local community, and many residents were related
to the pioneer family. 8

The Hallett family's brickyards were founded by Job
Hallett, who arrived in about 1880. He bought his
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Woolwashing in the River Torrens, about 1862. From
Parsons, R., Hindmarsh Town, 1974, Page 96

The sheepskins were taken from slaughter yards and socaked
in the river for a few days, on a timber framework
extending across the water. Then they were transferred
to a 'sweat house' until they had decomposed enough for
the wool to be peeled off. Next, the wool was scoured,
or soaked, in hot water with soap and soda, then rinsed,
dried and packed for sale. A great deal of refuse had
to be discarded in the process - legs, heads and pelts,
if not reguired by the tanners, were thrown into the
river or carted to a dump. The odour resulting from the
peeling of the wool from the skins, the accumulation of
offal and the lack of deodorisation, was extremely
offensive.
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The Hindmarsh flour mill and cottages in Adam Street,
1870. The mill was bought by Thomas Magarey from John
Ridley. (From Parsons, R., Hindmarsh Town,
Corporation of Hindmarsh, 1974).

W. Peacock and Sons Wool Scouring Plant, about 1880.
Most of the tanneries and wool scouring plants that
operated in Hindmarsh in the nineteenth century have
since relocated to outlying suburbs of Adelaide.
(From Parsons, R., Hindmarsh Town, Corporation of
Hindmarsh, 1974).




226.

lester firth & murton pty Itd
architects urban planners and environmental consultants

brickyard some time before 1890, and made his home on
the corner of Hawker and Chief Streets, Brompton. By
1910, Job and his son had six yards in Brompton and one
in Hindmarsh, and from that time the firm gradually
expanded. J. Hallett and Son Ltd., was formed in about
1910 and in association with the chairman of the
Metropolitan Brick Works, Hawker Street, Brompton, the
group acquired the Federal Brick Yards, Taylor's Road,
Thebarton. Job Hallett retired from control of the
Company in 1936, and within about five years the Company
sold its last property in the Hindmarsh Corporation’'s
district. Hallett's disused pughole, like others in
Hindmarsh Corporation, is being considered as a site for
redevelopment for residential and other purposes. 9

John Dench, a leather and hide processor, established
his tannery in the early 1840's near Adam Street.

Around 1846 or 1847, Dench and his brother acquired a
number of smaller tanneries in Hindmarsh and bought

an additional property in Adelaide where they sold their
products. By this time they had relocated their tannery
to a site on the banks of the Torrens, running through
to Adam Street. The Dench family built a substantial
home in Holden Street. 10

Another major tannery in Hindmarsh was started by John
Burnell, who migrated to South Australia and joined
Taylor's Tannery. In 1851 he purchased a property in
Adam Street, and in 1853 the firm of Peacock's appointed
him as manager. His son replaced him as manager of
Peacock's woolwashing firm, and in 1884 left them to

set up his own business in Adam Street. The family's
three storey building was well-known and a land-mark in
Hindmarsh. The firms of Geroge Burnell Kalop Peacock,
and Benjamin Taylor were absorbed later by W. Foster and
Company. (11)

The ropeworks in Hindmarsh has a long association with
the area. It was first set up in 1871 by W.H. Tamlin,
who compined with J. Coombe in the early 1870's. They
constructed their ropeworks in Ridleyton, adjacent to
the railway line, and this was later taken over by
wholesale hardware merchants Harris, Scarfe & Co.
Tamlin & Coombe remained in the firm, Joseph Taylor was
appointed business manager and the name was changed to
Adelaide Steam Rope Works. This, and a subsidiary nail
works was taken over in 1967 by the Victorian Company,
Kinnears Ropes (Aust.) Ltd. The nailworks was sold,
and the ropeworks which became the Adelaide Rope and
Twine Company, continued to operate. 12

The erection of the South Australian Gas Company's
works in Brompton in 1863 had a lasting effect on the
development of Hindmarsh. The shareholders of the
Company first met in 1861, and decided to purchase four
acres for the erection of the plant. Their decision
brought immediate protests from some of the residents
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in the area, although many welcomed the prospect of
improved patronage of local business and increased
employment . In December 1862, the works were begun, and
in 1863, the first gas pipes were laid to the City.
Limited reticulation was provided at Hindmarsh, Thebarton
and North Adelaide in the following year, but it was not
until the 1890's that most Adelaide suburbs used
reticulated gas for cooking.

The construction of the gas-works in Brompton was a
major step in the transition of the district from a
semi-rural area to a manufacturing one.

The Company employed about 50 men in 1883, and attracted
additional labourers to the Hindmarsh area. The need for
small workers' houses, which had existed since the 1850's,
intensified with the setting up of the Gas Company, and
large numbers of rental cottages were constructed in
Bowden and Brompton after the 1860's. These were built

by private speculators with little concern for standards

of construction, and this in combination with the intensity
of land-use in Bowden and Brompton soon resulted in

slum conditions.

These industries and numerous others brought wealth to
some Hindmarsh residents, and aided the development of
the district. However, they entailed considerable
environmental costs as well. The clay pits disfigured
the landscape, and led to the injury and even deaths of
residents who fell into water-filled pugholes. The
fell-mongering, tanning, currying and other processing
firms that lined the Torrens also contributed greatly

to the pollution of the river and the air. These problems
aroused protests from residents further down the river,
and in 1874 a Fulham farmer, John White, successfully
sought an injunction against the Taylor family's tannery
near Taylor's bridge. Less prominent residents in the
Western Region suffered the insanitary conditions
created by industry with little chance of redress. 13

After the formation of the Central Board of Health and
Local Boards, a Health officer was appointed in 1883, but
it was often difficult for him to police cases of pollution.

TRANSPORT, COMMUNICATIONS, SERVICES

As outlined in the Regional History, the provision of public
transport was an important influence upon the growth and
pattern of suburban development. In Hindmarsh, the

extent of subdivision was not greatly affected by

transport, but the pattern of development was influenced

by the presence of the Port Road traffic, the tramways,

and the Port -~ City railway line. These facilities were
not always of benefit to the residents of Hindmarsh; in
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the early years the Port railway line and road were most
useful to those wishing to transport goods from the Port
to the City, and the tramways were not as plentiful as
they were in the eastern suburbs of Adelaide. However,
they were of considerable benefit to residents living
close to the lines, and to relatively wealthy people
who could afford to operate a business in Hindmarsh or
work there, and commute every day from a residence
elsewhere in the metropolitan area. The tram and the
Port Road also contributed to the development of the
civic and commercial focus of Hindmarsh along the Port
Road, between South Road and the River Torrens.

Prior to the use of trams, trains and buses, people in
Hindmarsh walked to their destinations, rode horses,

or bought a passage on four-horse ‘'omnibuses' or on a
cart. Most people worked and lived in Hindmarsh, usually
close to their place of employment, and their employers
often lived close by. The main thoroughfare, the Port
Road, was little more than a track throughout most of the
nineteenth century, and it was uncomfortably dusty in
summer and muddy in winter. The central plantation was

a track for stock being taken to the city slaughterhouse.

The Port-City railway line, laid down in 1856, carried

a great volume of goods through Hindmarsh, but was not
accessible to residents of the district, apart from the
Bowden Station. It was routed through Hindmarsh, between
the Port and Torrens Roads, because it was thought that
the trains would frighten the horse traffic on the

Port Road. One of the effects of this was to

intensify overcrowding in Bowden by slicing through
people's backyards and considerably reducing their

living space.

Hindmarsh residents also had to petition for many years
to have level crossings and stations constructed in their
area. However, only two pathways were provided, one at
Gibson Street, the other at Chief Street.

The Hindmarsh tram was of more benefit to the district's
residents than the train. It was quieter, more accessible,
and convenient for people who lived near the Port Road.
The Adelaide and Hindmarsh Tramway Co. was formed in 1877,
during the horse-tramway boom of the late 1870's and

early 1880's. The line, running along Port Road, was
opened in 1880. 1In 1907, the Municipal Tramways

Trust took over all horse trams in Adelaide and updated
services. (14)
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After World.War One, motor-buses run by ex-servicemen
competed with the trams for patronage, but these did
not supplant the Port Road tram. The greatest single
innovation in transport in the twentieth century was
the mass production and sale of the private car. As
the Regional Survey has shown, this had significant
effects on the mopility of the Adelaide population,
and the pattern of suburban development.

In the previous century, omnibuses and trams led to a
concentration of development along main roads, many of
which became major shopping streets. With the widespread
use of the car and heavy trucks after World War Two,
considerable pressures have been put on the existing

road network and buildings along main roads.

In 1968, the M.A.T.S. plan made a number of transportation
proposals to improve the flow of traffic and the Adelaide
road system. These included in Hindmarsh, a North South
Freeway to connect the expanding southern suburbs of
Adelaide with Salisbury and Elizabeth; a Connector to
North Adelaide, and the Hindmarsh Boulevard. The area
most affected is that bounded by Park Terrace, the River
Torrens, South Road and Torrens Road, including the land
occupied by the P.G.H., brick factory to the north of
Torrens Road. The original proposals have been modified
since 1968, and a decision was made in September 1980 to
discontinue plans for the North Adelaide Connector and the
Hindmarsh Boulevard, but there is still a great deal of
uncertainty about the future of the area affected by the
plans. 15

The M.A.T.S. proposals, do not necessarily benefit local
residents. Census figures in 1976 showed that there were con-
siderably more occupied dwelling with no vehicles in Hindmarsh
than was the case in the Adelaide metropolitan area. For
example, 27.6% of Hindmarsh dwellings had no car, while

for the Adelaide Statistical Division, only 14.9% had

none. 1t seems then that Hindmarsh residents would benefit
more from additional public transport facilities than from
expressways and freeways, which are of most benefit to
through traffic.

The transport proposals cloud the future of land development
in Hindmarsh. They are viewed as largely responsible for
the lack of progress in upgrading the area, as it is
considered that "poorly maintained housing, vacant land,
empty shops, and marginal industrial and commercial
activities are most prevalent in and adjacent to land
being considered as transport corridors." 16 The land
development conflicts in Hindmarsh have been exacerbated
by Planning Regulations, gazetted in 1972, which do not
provide for an area in transition. It is felt that
current zoning controls are not flexible enough to provide
for proper consideration of the effects of changes in land
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use on residents, to allow for gradual development, or

to prohibit incompatible activities within designated
zones. 17 It is hoped that more sensitive zoning
regulations and other development controls can be used

in the near future to rehabilitate and protect the heritage
and residential amenities of Hindmarsh.

PEOPLE, SOCIAL LIFE AND ORGANISATIONS

The Hindmarsh community was very closely knit throughout
much of the nineteenth century. Hindmarsh society

was not homogenous however; the labouring poor were
excluded from middle-class society, and there were

frequent complaints about the 'sub-class' of larrikins

who frequented the Hindmarsh Inn and other hotels. Bowden
in particular had developed the characteristics of a slum
by the mid-1860's. Residents of Hindmarsh, and what is now
Ovingham preferred to distinguish themselves from the
Bowden and Brompton community.

The greatest single development in the Hindmarsh community
in the twentieth century was the influx of European
migrants following the Second World War. The Western
Adelaide Region Planning Study has shown that in 1976,

one third of Hindmarsh residents were born in other
countries, 27.6% of these immigrants came from southern
Europe. At the same time, there has been an overall
decrease in the population, as people have moved away

from the area. The total population decreased from 14,542
in 1947 to 8,691 in 1976, and Hindmarsh is the least
populated Local Government area in the Western Region.
This decline can be largely attributed to the unattractive-
ness of the area. Residential and industrial land-use

is intermixed and there is uncertainty about the future
development of the area. However, in recent years a
number of factors, foremost among them the cost of petrol,
have combined to make Hindmarsh an increasingly popular
residential location.

Housing

The older areas of Hindmarsh have some simple brick
and stone cottages, usually with corrugated iron
roofs and verandahs. These mostly date from the
1870s. A common house type is the villa, usually
dating from the 1880s and 1890s. Most are built

of bluestone, sandstone and brick, often with a bay
window at the front. Corrugated iron roofs in
colours of red, green and grey are common, although
some are being replaced with pressed metal tiles.
There are many examples of row cottages and
extremely small dwellings in Brompton Park. Sub-
stantial villas are more commwon in Hindmarsh,

West Hindmarsh and Ovingham.
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Religion

The Regional History has described the way in which
religious liberty was one of the principles of
settlement in South Australia. Voluntaryism has
particular referance for Hindmarsh, because well-
known dissenter and founder of South Australia,
George Fife Angas, was active in the church and
welfare groups in Hindmarsh.

Anglicanism was the major denomination in Adelaide
in the early years, but the Protestant groups grew
to be stronger in the suburbs. There were numerous
splits among them, particularly within Methodism.
This is reflected in Hindmarsh in the large number
of smaller Methodist churches. Among the most
notable churches in the district are, All Saint's
Anglican church in Holden Street, which was built in
1850 and is on the Classified List of the National
Trust, and the Christian church in Hindmarsh Place.
It was built in 1845 as a non-denominational church,
and was replaced by another church on the opposite
side of the street. The original church still
stands behind the Historical Museum, and is

perhaps the oldest public building in the district.

All Saints Anglican Christian Chapel in
Church in Holden Street. Hindmarsh Place. This
is the replacement Chapel
built in 1877 and rebuilt
in 1903.
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SCHCOLS

As the Regional History has outlined, early schools were
closely associated with the church, or were conducted in
private homes, often by untrained people. Following the
passing of The Education Act in 1875, schools were
administered by the Government, and there was some
improvement in facilities.

The Bowden Public School was opened in the 1870's, as a
result of the efforts of its patron, George Fife Angas.
In 1877, the Hindmarsh Model School on the corner of
Milner and Orsmond Streets was built, and this had a
capacity of one thousand pupils. The original Model
School is today incorporated in the buildings of the
Hindmarsh Primary School. (25)

In 1886 a school was opened in Brompton. The building,
on the corner of Torrens Road and West Street, served
residents of Bowden, Brompton and Ovingham. Croydon
School was opened in 1915, to provide for the needs of
people in the western part of Hindmarsh. In 1940, this
was split to form Croydon Junior Technical School and
Croydon Primary School. Hindmarsh residents petitioned
for many years for a district high schcol, but had to
rely on the Woodville High School and Thebarton Technical
High School, which opened in 1919. (26)

Hotels

These were an important meeting venue and place of
relaxation for Hindmarsh workers. This 1s apparent
in the names of some of the oldest hotels, which
reflect the aspirations and trades of local people.
One of the earliest, which catered to local needs and
those of people passing along the port Road, was The
Land of Promise Hotel. It was licensed in 1840, and
the hotel and stables occupied twice the area of

The Land of Promise today. Meetings that led to

the formation of the District Council of Hindmarsh
tcok place in this hotel.

Brompton Park Hotel was built in the early 1880's, and

was a venue for contests for the office of Mayor in 1883.
Other hotels in Hindmarsh were The Colonist, The Bricklayers'
Arms, The Tanners' Arms, The Brittania and the

Gasworks. A number of them were supplied with ale

from Crawford's Hindmarsh Brewery.

- Institutes, Halls, etc.

As the Regional History has shown, Mechanics Institutes
were usually initiated by members of the middle class who
were concerned to improve the education of the local
community. The institute's role in the twentieth

century has largely been taken over by libraries and
Further Education organisations.
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The Gasworks Hotel
Formerly The Odd
Fellows Arms Hotel

The Jolly Miller Hotel

The Brompton Park
Hotel

The Govenor Hindmarsh
Hotel




234.

lester firth & murton pty lid
architects urban planners and environmental consultants

The Hindmarsh and Bowden Mechanics Institute was set up

in 1847 and was the first in the colony. It was hoped

at the time that it would aid the tutelage of the

village ‘mechanics' in thrift and study, and the Hindmarsh
Council enthusiastically supported it. However, in 1847,
its membership was only 40 out of a local population of
1,000. During the 1850's, the goldrush exodus led to a
decline in the Institute's patronage, but the Council
rejuvenated it by allowing the library section to be
housed in the Council Offices on the Port Road. When

the new Hindmarsh District Hall was built on the corner

of Milner Street and Port Road in 1860, the Institute
library was set up there. 1In 1880, the Institute
Committee erected a large hall, now named the Assembly
Hall, at the rear of the Council Offices. The library
section was subsequently incorporated in the Hindmarsh
Town Hall, built in 1891 and re-built on the same site in
1936-7. Other functions of the Institute were transferred
“to the new Hindmarsh Soldier's Memorial Institute premises,

erected further west along the Port Road, near George
Street, in 1922. These buildings still remain on the

site. 27
Hindmarsh Oval

In 1903, it was decided that the public land in Lindsay
Circus should become an oval, although the area was
prohibitively small. The gully that ran through it was
filled, the trees in the centre cut down, and plane trees
planted around the perimeter. Use of part of the area
was allocated to the Hindmarsh Bowling Club, and the green
and oval were opened in 1905. Following the relocation
of league football matches to Thebarton Oval after World
War One, the oval was increasingly less -used, and in
1960 the Hindmarsh Corporation negotiated with the South
Australian Soccer Federation to establish a soccer
stadium on the site. The Corporation and the Soccer
Pederation jointly developed the site.

In 1979, the Pederation announced plans for a new world-
class soccer stadium at West Beach. This development
raises important questions about the future use of

Lindsay Circus. It was designated as public recreation
land when Hindmarsh was laid out in 1839, and is therefore
a valuable component of the district's social and cultural
heritage. The oval could be redeveloped as a

park, as Hindmarsh lacks recreational facilities

for use by the general public. Other public

lands in Hindmarsh which should be protected for general
recreational use are the Port Road reserves, the Torrens
River Bank, Ethelbert Square, Parfit Square, and reserves
in Park Street, Twelfth Street and Sixteenth Street.
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Hindmarsh Bandstand

The rotunda, situated in the Port Road reserve, was
financed by supporters of the Hindmarsh Band and
incorporated in the J.M. Reid Playground opened in 1921.
The bandstand, reserve and playground were the focii of
public entertainment in the early part of the twentieth
century.

Hindmarsh Rollodrome, Public Library and Ethnic Cinema.

These were built in 1978 in the Hindmarsh Town Hall complex
on the Port Road. The old cinema, burnt out in 1975, and
the Assembly Hall were utilised to make way for these
facilities. The project, is an excellent example of the
successful redevelopment of a group of historically
valuable buildings.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

The Regional History has indicated how local governments
were established early in South Australia's history, as
a prelude to the granting of self-government. The local
bodies were usually initiated by businessmen

and other members of the middle-class, and councils were
concerned for much of the nineteenth century with such
matters as roads, sewerage, animal licensing, and the
needs of local entrepreneurs. The role of local
government has changed considerably since then, and
councils are now more concerned with the overall development
and needs of the local community.

The District Council of Hindmarsh was proclaimed on June 2
1853, and consisted of three towns| Hindmarsh, Bowden and
Brompton, and a number of rural villages and townships;
Woodville, Findon, Beverly, York, and Reedbeds. The
district thus included all the settlements along the Port
Road from Hindmarsh to Queenstown and also the 'country'
between the Port Road and the Torrens to the coast. The
formation of the Council was initiated by a number of
residents who had set up businesses in Hindmarsh in the
1840's.

The district was seen in 1855 as a fairly cohesive
geographical unit, but the later development of the area
proved otherwise. The Council's policy was to spend money
where the rates were raised and the outlying, less
populated settlements felt increasingly neglected. In
1861, the Council area was divided into six wards, Hindmarsh,
Bowden, Brompton, Woodville, Findon and Reedbeds, to give
the rural villages some sort of equality. However in 1874,
the latter three 'country wards' separated to form the
Woodville District Council, and Hindmarsh Council was
proclaimed a Corporation.
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Benjamin Taylor, the first Mayor of Hindmarsh, 1874-1876.

Many of the people who were involved in the running of the
Hindmarsh Corporation, formed in 1874, were local
businessmen who had set up in the 1850's and 1860's.
Benjamin Taylor was the well-known founder of Taylor's
Tannery, situated at the John Street Bridge (Taylor's
Bridge) .

William Langman, who set up a blacksmithy in Milner Street,
Hindmarsh, in 1846, (where the Post Office now stands) was
a Councillor in 1857-58, and 1860-61. His son, Roy, was
Town Clerk in 1937, and R.W. Langman's son, J.R. Langman,
is the current Town Clerk of Hindmarsh.
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In 1900, residents of a part of Bowden Ward, now Ovingham,
petitioned for separation from Hindmarsh. The area,

west of the railway line and bordered by the parklands

and Torrens Road, was then known as Bowden-on—-the-Hill,

in keeping with the social aspirations of the residents.
The petitioners wanted the area renamed Ovingham as well,
in keeping with the railway station, post office, local
hotel and shops using that name, but their petition was
unsuccessful. In 1929, residents unsuccessfully petitioned
for the renaming of the area 'Hillside.

In 1924, the residents of that part of Ovingham on the
northern side of Torrens Road, bounded by Lower Main North
Road, Alexander Avenue, and Costello Avenue, were more
successful in petitioning for separation from Hindmarsh.
The area subsequently became part of Prospect District
Council. 28
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The old Town Hall, built in 1886. This building replaced
the single-storey Council offices and hall built in 1860. |
Note the tramline along Port Road.

The present Town Hall and Council Offices built in 1937
on the site of the imposing building erected in 1886.
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Ovingham Residential Area

Ovingham located between Park Terrace and the

railway line, has largely been retained as a
residential area. The character of the area is
interesting, with the majority of dwellings in a
reasonable condition, on well proporticned allotments.
The land slope up towards north Adelaide and

provides interesting views towards the north west.

The combination of dwellings stepped up the slope,

and natural vegetation provides a pleasant view of
Ovingham.

Within the triangular parcel of land is a range
of house types, a grassed area of open space,
squash courts and a number of commercial uses.

The Corporation of Hindmarsh has prepared a discussion
paper on the Ovingham area, which examines the existing
environmental development control policies and

future influences. The discussion paper was prepared
in response to the likely release of land held by

the Highways Department no longer required for
transportation needs. Outstanding development
opportunities exist for this area.

The close location to North Adelaide, substantial
housing stock in reasonable condition, and some
vacant land, all point to the opportunity of
innovative and sensitive residential development,
building on the existing character of Ovingham.

The compact nature of Ovingham and its inner urban
location suggest opportunities for medium density
housing in the form of terrace houses or
condiminium housing with emphasis given to external
appearance and landscaping.

The discussion paper suggests that new dwellings,
units should respect existing privacy by giving
attention to

remoteness

orientation

high position of windows
high external screening.

These measures are endorsed along with the
additional guidelines proposed.
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The prominent position of Ovingham and its early
heritage and built character suggest the need
for guidelines on the external appearance of

the proposed new development.

Such factors as the scale of development, the
external material and colour, and the pbuilt form of
development will all have a major influence on the
future character of Ovingham.
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Brompton Park

Brompton Park is a particularly intersting area
within Brompton. While it is zoned general industry
about 80 dwellings exist in the area. The area is

a very early subdivision composed of very small
allotments and roadways. Roadways widths vary
between 4 and 8 metres overall with allotment widths
of 4 metres and depths of 24 metres.

The Hindmarsh Report indicates that about 80% of
dwellings are substandard with 50% considered

‘unfit for human habitation'. The area is surrounded
by industrial uses, and a joinery and other industrial
uses are located with the area. The Hindmarsh

Report regards this area as an extreme case of
residential and industrial conflict.

The Corporation of Hindmarsh are currently
considering the future development options for
Brompton Park. These options are:

a. Residential redevelopment and improvement
b. Industrial /commercial uses
C. A sensitive and viable combination of both.

In examining these options there are a number of
major implications which will need to be carefully
examined. The most significant is that most
existing dwellings are occupied by elderly people
who have had a long residency in the area. An
increased rate of industrial development in the area
will cause distrubance to these people and place
undue constraints on Industrial expansion.

In addition, the numerous small allotments also
creates difficulties in the aggregation of land
parcels of a suitable area for Industrial develop-
ment.

The area is regarded as a housing enclave and

does present opportunites for small scale innovative
restoration and rehabilitation of dwellings

in particular to meet the needs of the increasing
numbers of aged people in Brompton.
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14.1 Introduction

14.

2

Thebarton, together with Hindmarsh, was one of the first
settled inner suburbs of the Western Region. Like its
neighbour, Thebarton was close to the city, the

River Torrens and the Port Road, and had good deposits

of clay for brick making. In the course of the
nineteenth century, numerous industries located in the
area, and these are today an important part of its
heritage. Thebarton, like a number of other inner
Adelaide suburbs, has a substantial European migrant pop-
ulation. Aspects of this, and the area's British heritage,
are reflected in schools shops, churches and other
community buildings.

LAND SETTLEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT

The Thebarton area, surveyed by 1838 as part of
the plan for Adelaide, has the distinction of
including the first ‘country' section laid out
by Colonel Light. The Surveyor General selected
the section in May, 1838, and established

his home there in the following year. (1)

While a few industries set up in Thebarton in subsequent
vears, most of section 1 remained farmland until the
early 1880s. Subdivision for urban purposes was con-
centrated further south, in the area bounded by Light
Terrace, Port Road, South Terrace and Dew Street. This
was probably subdivided in 1859. The lack of
development controls at the time are reflected in the
small allotments and narrow streets.

The remainder of Thebarton was more closely subdivided
in the boom of the late 1870s and early 1880s. 1In

the early 1880s, most of section 1 (including Light's
property) and the adjoining section 46 were subdivided.
In the same period, the area bounded by Livingstone
Street, Dew Street, Kintore Street and South Road, and
much of northern Torrensville, extending from Ashwin
Parade to Henely Beach Road, and bounded by West Street
and East Street, were subdivided. The latter
adjoined the 1882 subdivision of "West Adelaide", an area
in Mile End bounded by Henley Beach Road, South Road,
(formerly Fisher Terrace) Darebin Street and Bagot
Avenue. Part of this was formerly taken up by the
Therbarton race course.

Later subdivisions were carried out between 1886

and 1896, when the area bounded by Kintore
Street, South Terrace, East Terrace, Henley Beach Road

and South Road was subdivided and between 1903 and 1915,
when part of east Torrensville, bounded by Jervois Street,
Ashley Street, South Road and Henley Beach Road was cut
up. By the early twentieth century, the only remaining
area in Thebarton suited to closer settlement was

the western extremity of Torrensville. (2)
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ECONOMIC PRODUCTION 14.3

Thebarton offered opportunities for farmers, residents
and manufacturers from the time of settlement. Its
greatest assets were nearness to the city and

transport links, fertile soil, good water supplies

and extensive clay deposits. Secondary industry did not
build up as rapidly in Thebarton as in Hindmarsh.

Prior to the turn of the century market gardening and
dairying were common, and even by the early 1900s
there were 54. registered dairies in Thebarton. There
Hallett's disused pughole are fewremnants of market gardening in the area,

at Torrensville.

- Manufacturing co-existed with agriculture from the late
1830s, although it did not become the dominant form of
land use until the 1870s and later. As the Regional

History has indicated, early secondary industry usually

catered to primary industry, in processing raw materials,

producing agricultural machinery, and providing goods

for local consumption. A variety of manufacturing concerns
set up in Thebarton, most of them near the River Torrens.

A tannery and brickfield were recorded in Section 1
in 1853, and these were joined by wool-washing premises,
slaughter yards, a pharmaceutical manufactory, and a

brewery. The need for agricultural implements and

machines in South Australia encouraged the production

of iron goods, and in 1845, a Thebarton resident named

F. H. Faulding Pty. Ltd. Mr. Bean began experimenting with lead smelting. (3)

The firm began in The earliest industries in the area attracted a working

Thebarton in the 1860's. class population which in combination with Thebarton's

other resources, encouraged other firms to set up.

Between 1871 and 1881, the population of West Torrens

and Thebarton doubled, and the number of people engaged
in trading and manufacturing increased two-fold. The

number of farmers and the area of cultivated land
decreased, while the number of market gardens rose.

These figures include West Torrens, but as most of the
industry was concentrated in Thebarton, they provide a

si falrly accurate guide to trends in land use.

Many of the industries established in the mid and late
nineteenth century remain in Thebarton. These include
Hardy's Tintara Cellars at Mile End, Southwark Brewery,
Babidge's Cooperage, F. H. Faulding and Company, and
Horwood Bagshaw Ltd., a firm of agricultural, mining
and general engineers. One of the most noteworthy

Hardy's Cellars at remaining brick manufacturers is Hallet Brick Industries
Mile End, which were Ltd., at South Road, Torrensville. The firm began in
erected in 1893. Hindmarsh when Job Hallett established a brickyard in

Brompton some time before 1890. The firm acquired ad-
ditional land in Brompton, Hindmarsh and Allenby Gardens,in
Woodville.
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In about 1910, J. Hallett and Son Ltd., was formed in
association with the chairman of Metropolitan Brickworks,
Brompton, and the group acquired the Federal Brick
Yards, Taylor's Road, Thebarton. At this stage, the
firm mechanised its brick yards, thus improving on the
0ld laborious method of making bricks in single moulds.
Job Hallett's sons entered the business, and Job retired
in 1936. In the 1960s, the firm merged with Brick and
Pipe Industries Ltd., of Melbourne, and R. Hallett was
retained as general manager. The Torrensville plant is
now a display centre, its role largely taken over by
Halletts' Golden Grove plant. The disused pughole is
being considered by the Thebarton Corporation for
redevelopment. (4)

Industrial waste has long been a problem in Thebarton, and
while the noxious industries that were common in the nine-
teenth century have been largely relocated, the need for
effective waste disposal remains. The incinerator in the
Council Depot in West Thebarton Road, is a reflection of
this. It was designed by noted architect Walter Burley
Griffin, and Eric Nicholls, and was built in 1935, It is
on the Classified List of the National Trust, and the
State Heritage Register.

Transport, Communications, Services

As outlined in the Regional History, early public
services and utilities were commonly provided by the
private sector. While they generally lagged behind
suburban expansion, public transport companies were
sometimes formed to promote subdivision .. Thebarton
was relatively underserviced by transport, but it
benefitted from the tramway boom of the late 1870s and
early 1880s, when lines were laid to Henley and Grange.
In the 1870s, a horse bus line ran from the General
Post Office to Fulham via Thebarton, and by 1883, this
was supplemented by Hurcomb's buses, which travelled
between the Windsor Castle Hotel and Henley Beach.

With the introduction of horse trams, Thebarton
received a service in 1882 from the Adelaide and Hindmarsh
Tramway Company. When the tramways were taken over by
the Municpal Tramways Trust in 1907 and electrified

in 1908, there were improvements to the system. An
electric tram began running from Henley Beach to
Torrensville in 1909, and from Torrensville to the city
in early 1910. (5)
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The greatest single innovation in transport in the
twentieth century was the mass production and sale

of private cars following World War Two. While cars
have greatly improved people's mobility and the

speed of transport, their use has involved pres-

sures on heritage and residential amenity. Road
widening programmes have led to the demolition of old
buildings located on main roads, particularly at inter-—
sections. Heavy traffic flows, which reach up to 23,300
vehicles per day on Henley Beach Road at Mile End,
inhibit public access to schools, shops, churches

and other civic buildings.

In 1968, the Metropolitan Adelaide Transportation Study
made a number of proposals to improve traffic

flows. In Thebarton these include the North South
Freeway, designed to connect Salisbury and

Elizabeth with Noarlunga and the southern suburbs.

The proposed route affects land between Holland and
Cawthorne Streets, which is intensively used for in-
dustrial, commercial and residential purposes. The
freeway will not necessarily benefit Thebarton residents;
1976 Census figures showed that there were many more
occupied dwellings in Thebarton with no vehicles than
was the case in the Adelaide Metropolitan area - 28.9%
compared with 19.9% for the Adelaide Statistical
Division. Thebarton residents would benefit more from
public transport than freeways, which are designed mainly
to carry through traffic.

PEOPLE, SOCIAL LIFE AND ORGANISATIONS

Thebarton is a suburb of the working man. This is
reflected in the hotels, small shops, small dwellings
and community facilities in the area. The greatest
change in the social composition has occurred with the
government sponsored immigration programme of the post
war years. In 1976, 31.4% of Thebarton's population
originated from countries other than the United
Kingdom, which was the highest percentage in the
Western Region. Many of these migrants were

attracted to Thebarton because of its industries,

its closeness to the city, and the availability of
old, relatively cheap housing.

Housing

The older areas of Thebarton have some simple brick

and stone cottages, usually with corrugated iron

roofs and verandahs. These mostly date from the

1870s. The dominant house type is the villa, usually
dating from the 1880s and 1890s. Most are built of blue-
stone, sandstone and brick, often with a bay window

at the front. Corrugated iron roofs in colours of

red, green and grey are common, although these are
being replaced with pressed metal tiles. There is

an excellent example of a row of semi-detached sand-
stone villas in Rose Street between Dew and Parker
Streets, which probably date from the 1890s. There are
isolated examples of the "art nouveau" style that
became popular in the building boom of the early 1900s,
and lasted until about World War One.
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Cottages and shop-front, Holland Street, probably puilt 1in

the 1870s.

Adelaide Workmens' HoOmes in Rose Street. They wete
probably puilt in the 1890's oOr early 1900's, and ,
are now administered by Aged Cottages Inc. |
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'Art Nouveau' house, corner of South Terrace and
Albert Street.  Probably built in the early 1900s.

Bungalow, corner of South Terrace and Albert Street.
Probably built in the 1920s.




Former Chapel, Kilmara
Primary School. It
was built in 1869.

Queen of Angels
Catholic Church on
South Road. It was
pbuilt in 1883, and
rebuilt in 1915.

Baptist Church
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Education

The Regional Historyhas outlined the way in which early
schools were conducted privately and usually by un-
trained teachers prior to the passing of the 1875
Education Act. There were some improvements after this
date, and a number of new schools were built in the
suburbs in the late 1870s. The Thebarton Primary
School in Rose Street was built in 1878.

Although religion and education were formally separated
in 1847, the two were very closely entwined in the
nineteenth century way of life. The secularisation of
schools created particular problems for independent
schools, especially Catholic ones, which could no longer
receive government aid. Despite financial difficulties,
religious groups continued to run schools, foremost among
them the Sisters of St. Joseph. This Catholic teaching
order began at Penola in 1866 under Sister Mary McKillop,
and Father Julian Tenison Wood , with the specific task
of establishing Catholic education throughout the colony.
The first school in Adelaide was set up in 1867, and
this was followed by schools at Port Adelaide, Alberton,
Bowden and Thebarton. The latter, Kilmara School, is at
114 Kintore Street and was built in 1869. (7)

Religion

Thebarton has numerous churches which cater to a
variety of denominations. As the Regional History has
shown, the Protestant groups were more common in the
suburbs than the Anglicans, and the Catholics were
especially active among the poor. The Queen of Angels
Catholic Church, first built on the corner of Kintore
Street and South Road in 1883, is the most visually
dominant church in Thebarton.

Recreation

Hotels have always provided a place for people to drink,
relax and meet friends. Some of those in Thebarton
reflect the working-class nature of the area in their
names; past hotels included the Wheatsheaf, the Squatters'
and Forresters' Arms, the Thebarton Royal, the New
Thebarton and the Southwark. Among the older remaining
pubs are the Wheatsheaf, re-built in 1919, the Southwark
and the Mile End.

Although often referred to as the 'sport of kings', racing,
or the betting that went with it, was followed by the

not so wealthy too. The first formal race course in
Adelaide was at Thebarton, in what is now Torrensville

and Mile End. Portion of the course is now covered by

the Town Hall. All that remains are several streets

named after famous race-horses, such as Falcon Avenue

and Norma Street.
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14.5 ILOCAL GOVERNMENT

Thebarton was initially part of the West Torrens
District Council, formed in 1853. It had always
been more industrialised than West Torrens, and
different interests led to its separation in
1883. The new municipality was divided into four
wards, and covered an area of 1,036 acres.
Benjamin Taylor was the first Mayor.

Thebarton Town Hall and Municipal Offices.
They were built in 1928.
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CONSERVATION AREAS

The analysis of land settlement and development has
highlighted several areas within Thebarton which

are of significant conservation interest. Thebarton

in particular, is an area of early development, both in
residential and industrial. Based on the historic and
field assessment, the more important conservation

areas are set out below.

Description

This was the first country section laid out beyond the
City of Adelaide, Colonel Light purchased the land

in 1838 and constructed a cottage where he lived until
his death. The cottage was demolished in 1926, to make
way for industrial expansion. A plague now commemorates
the site.

The southern portion of Section 1 was subdivided shortly
after Colonel Light died to form an early village just
beyond the City of Adelaide. The village had an
important rural role. It was close to the stock vards
on West Terrace and would have provided much of the
support services and needs of those bringing cattle

to the yards. The village contains two hotels, with
appropriate rural influenced titles, churches and
small residential dwellings. Much of this early
character and function has now been taken over by
industrial expansion.

Planning Implications

Section 1 is zoned for industrial use. The western
part is light industry and the eastern portion is
general industry. The primary purpose of the light
industrial zone is to accommodate industries, small
in scale which do not generate pollutants or heavy
traffic. The prime purpose of the general industry
zone 1is to accommodate most forms of industrial
activity other than those of a special nature or
extraction of earth.

All forms of residential occupation within these zones
are not permitted by regulation and while there are
rights for existing non-conforming uses to remain
within the area, the probability of ensuing long term
residential occupation is slim under existing

zoning regulations.
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Opportunities and Recommendations

The area is largely devoted to industrial uses and
this trend is expected to continue. It is considered
important however to retain some of the early features
such as churches and hotels and the better examples

of housing in the area, particularly where pockets

or enclaves of housing remain.

The churches and hotels still play an important
role in the social activities of the area as well
as being historically significant.

This area should be formally acknowledged as a
significant heritage area yet continue to allow
industrial activities to establish and expand.

Rose Street Cottages
Description

The Rose Street Cottages are an excellent example

of semi-detached villas. They were built in the 1890s
and constructed of sandstone and brick. The villas
are in good condition and occupied and display a
number of interesting architectural features. These
include castellated porticos, soldier coursing and
quoining of brickwork and interesting bellied
chimneys. The excellent condition and consistancy
of these cottages, and their close relationship to
Moran's Corner adds to the heritage importance of
these buildings. '

Planning Implications

It is unfortunate that the cottages, located on both
sides of Rose Street are divided by a zoning boundary.
The cottages located on the north side of Rose Street
are with a residential zone of which single family
dwellings on individual allotments, with scope for

the erection of row houses or medium density flats.

These cottages located on the south side of Rose Street
are within a District Commercial zoning which does not
permit residential use. The primary purpose of this
zone 1is to accommodate major servicing wholesaling,
storage and associated activities including road
transit terminals.

This zoning also applies to Moran's Corner immediately
south on Henley Beach Road, and is similarly in-
appropriate. Moran's Corner is a series of small
ornate Victorian shopfronts.
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Opportunities and Recommendations

Few row cottages of the quality and integrity of those
in Rose Street remain in Adelaide. These cottages
form an essential part of the working class character
at the turn of the century.

The cottages continue to enhance the residential
environment and diversity of Thebarton as well as
providing a functional accommodation role.

It is recommended that the zoning be changed to
Residential zoning and that a detailed plan be under-
taken aimed at upgrading these buildings with possible
integration to the Moran's Corner shopping area.




255. lester firth & murton pty Itd
architects urban planners and environmental consultants

The Torrens River Valley

The Torrens River, flowing westerly along a well
incessed valley, forms the northern boundary to
Thebarton. The dominance of the river in the settle-
ment pattern and development is well recognised
initially as an influence on rural activities and later
as a locational factor of secondary industries. The
river valley has been described at length in the
Torrens River Report.

Planning Implications

A major concern is the current poor environmental
condition of the river valley coupled by lack of
public open space and access along the valley.

The Metropolitan Development Plan, authorised in
1967 shows a continuous belt of proposed open space
along the valley. This proposal has not yet been
accomplished. The zoning regulations indicate
general industrial usage along most of the River
egde.

Opportunities and Recommendations

The River Torrens Valley could provide a major and
continuous link of open space between the coast
and the city, with particular reference to cycle
paths.

As the Southwark Brewery has shown, the river valley .
is of a scale able to be landscaped and maintained.
While the open space may not be used for intensive
recreation, the valley would make a valuable con-
tribution to the extent of passive open space, visual
interest and diversity.
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