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1.

INTRODUCTION
This heritage survey has been prepared for the District Council of East Torrens and the
State Heritage Branch of the Department ofEnvironment and Natural Resources.
The objective of the survey was to provide an authoritative description and valuation of
the heritage resources of the District Council of East Torrens for the purposes of
conservation, planning and assessment.
Specifically the principal aims of this survey were to:
make recommendations for the inclusion of places in the State Heritage Register
•
and for the declaration of State Heritage Areas:

1.1

•

identify areas which could be declared Historic Conservation Zones, or otherwise
incorporated into local government planning;

•

provide a local heritage register of land, buildings or structures, for inclusion in
the Development Plan and for other planning purposes.

Survey Area
The study area includes the whole of the District Council of East Torrens as indicated
on Fig. 1. This area covers a wide range of land use, from traditional 1/4 acre
residential subdivisions through conservation parks, orchards, market gardens and
quarrying to open pasture grazing, all reflecting the varying phases of settlement and
development within the district.
Recent residential development has tended to concentrate on the foothills of the Mount
Lofty Ranges. Traditionally however settlement was less concentrated with few
townships forming from the usual pattern of land subdivision. This characteristic
pattern of settlement is clearly evident today.

1.2

Tasks
The aim of this survey was to establish the heritage resources and the significance of
these resources within the District Council of East Torrens. To fulfil this aim the
following tasks were undertaken:
During the preparation of this heritage survey, the new Heritage Act 1993 was
proclaimed. Accordingly the criteria for a place or area to be entered in the State
Heritage Register are taken from this Act.
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1.2.1 History

Historical research was undertaken to establish the principal events and themes
which characterise the physical development of the District Council of East
Torrens. From this research, an overview history was written to provide an
historical basis for the recommendations of this report. This overview history
takes into account the broad thematic framework for historical assessment as
described in "South Australian State Historic Preservation Plan: Historical
Guidelines" (Marsden, 1980).

1.2.2 Fieldwork

A comprehensive physical inspection of the council district was made to identify,
locate and describe the items which are of heritage value. Previous assessments,
by such bodies as the State Heritage Branch, the National Trust of South
Australia and the Australian Heritage Commission, were considered together with
advice from the District Council of East Torrens and the East Torrens Historical
Society.

1.2.3 State Heritage Places

Based on the overview history and the fieldwork, recommendations were made
for the entry of places (land, buildings or structures) in the State Heritage
Register.
The
Recommendations were restricted to items of exceptional value.
commonplace or frequently encountered were not nominated for entry in the
Register unless there was a particular aspect of the place which was significant or
if one or more of the criteria for nomination were met. (refer Section 5).

1.2.4 State Heritage Areas

Areas of exceptional value were considered for nomination as State Heritage
Areas under the criteria of a continuous and unified area which comprises, for the
most part, of significant fabric, relatively free from unsympathetic intrusions.
(refer Section 6).

1.2.5 Local Heritage Places

Places considered important to the local community but which did not warrant
entry in the State Heritage Register were documented as places of local heritage
value for entry in a Local Heritage Register.
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1.2.6 Historic Conservation Zones
Recommendations were made for zones which possess a distinctive historic,
architectural or other characteristic, which are considered desirable to protect or
enhance through the Development Plan, but which do not exhibit the exceptional
merit required of a State Heritage Area.

1.3

Methodology
This heritage survey takes the broad format of an inventory to record those places of
heritage value which still remain. Fieldwork to locate, identifY and record these places
from topographic survey maps was undertaken, coupled with documentary research to
provide a history for those places and to identifY those places which may not be evident
from the field survey work.
To assist the consultants in their endeavours a Steering Committee was established
comprising representatives from the State Heritage Branch, District Council of East
Torrens, East Torrens Historical Society and the local community.
The local community was also consulted through articles in Council's newsletter, the
East Torrens Echo, and the local Mount Barker Courier newspaper. Posters were also
displayed at focal locations within the district.
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2.1

Introduction
The District Council of East Torrens was one of the earliest councils to be established
in South Australia and remarkably is one of the few council areas in the Adelaide
region that has not been the subject of a recent local historical publication. It is all the
more surprising because the use of the land, the pattern of settlement, and the lives of
its occupants have always been very different from its surrounding council areas.
The following chapters of this heritage survey will not come to be regarded as the much
needed detailed local history publication. The purposes of this overview history are
quite different. They are to establish the principal themes and events which characterise
the physical development of Council in order to provide a sound basis for judging the
level of heritage value of places within the Council's area and making appropriate
recommendations regarding heritage listing.
The first requirement of any heritage survey overview history is to establish how, why
and when initial European settlement occurred. Because a recent local history of the
area does not exist, a great deal of time was spent investigating this question. The
principal historical source used was the East Torrens District Council Rate Assessment
Books. Complete sets of the books are retained by Council and the technique
employed was to sample the books at five yearly intervals during the period of 1853 to
1892. This allowed the researcher to view the emerging settlement and land use
patterns. Although the books continue to the present day (in one form or another),
their use for this research task was limited beyond the turn of the century. During the
period of 1890 to 1920 the assessors ceased to record in any detail the nature of the
buildings on the land and the use to which that land was put. The sheer numbers
rendered such a task very difficult.
For the history of the later period, other sources were used in conjunction with the Rate
Assessment Books. In 1893, a journalist, EH Hallack toured the area and wrote
extensively about the occupants of their properties and in some cases provided some
historical information. His articles provide an excellent record of the state of the
district in 1893. His work has been edited and provided with accompanying notes by
the historian, Dr. Geoffrey Bishop. Dr. Bishop's work is very useful in explaining the
settlement of the area and mining. Bishop's accumulated knowledge, which is not in a
written form, is invaluable. His comments and the results of several interviews guided
the writing of the overall history of the area. Sundry other primary and secondary
sources were also used.
What emerged from the research of the early period and discussions with Dr. Bishop
regarding the settlement of East Torrens was that the settlement of the area was
profoundly affected by the terrain and the natural resources. The first Europeans to
investigate the area probably restricted themselves to the gullies containing Second,
Third and Fifth Creeks that were readily accessible from the Adelaide Plains. Rich land
well supplied with water was tempting in the 1840s, firstly as it would provide good
feed for stock.
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But the district lent itself to other uses. Villages were established near the foothills by
the late 1830s, the principal one being Magill. Stone for use in constructing buildings
and making roads was required and quarries were established in some of the lower
gullies in the late 1830s, i.e. Stonyfell. By the 1840s the district's timber resources were
being exploited. The forests of the hills provided much-needed timber for a burgeoning
building industry. But the pastoralists and the timber gatherers did not contribute to a
permanent settlement in the East Torrens area, theirs was, by necessity a migratory
occupation.
The first permanent settlement of any size was probably prompted by the discovery of
copper in East Torrens in 1843 at Montacute. The potential to gain the fabulous wealth
that could occur with mineral deposits has always served to attract people to an area to
either further investigate what else may lie under the surface or to work with the
established mine. It is also true that by this time some early market gardeners and fruit
growers had settled in the valleys where the land was rich and well-watered. This
probably occurred initially in the Third Creek region, and in the valley in the vicinity of
Summertown, Uraidla and Piccadilly. At first, they grew cereal crops and possibly only
discovered the suitability of the area as a market gardening region through the success
of their vegetable plots planted to feed their families.
Once the fruit and vegetable growing use was established, settlement spread. Surveyors
followed to create land parcels from Crown Land that could be made available for sale.
Surveys were completed in the localities of Third Creek and the Piccadilly Valley by the
1840s. The rugged nature of the terrain prevented access to other areas that were not
offered for sale until the 1850s and 1860s such as Ashton, Basket Range and Carey
Gully.
The spread of settlement was affected not only by the nature of the soil, its water supply
and the terrain, it was also affected by the access routes to and from the district. Whilst
the creation of roadways occurs in response to settlement it also acts to prompt
settlement. Some tracks existed into and through the district by the 1840s and slowly,
encouraged by the more intensive settlement, alternative routes with better surfaces,
making for less hazardous journeys were developed. Settlement clusters waxed and
waned in response to the roadways.
The majority of the land parcels were surveyed into approximately 80 acre blocks, when
initially surveyed. As the growers became familiar with the capabilities of the land, it
was progressively divided into smaller parcels, until the most economical parcel size
was achieved depending on the nature of the land. For the fertile areas of valley land
(such as Piccadilly, Carey Gully, Summertown, Uraidla), that subdivision process
occurred relatively early. Such localities supported sizeable populations. In other
localities, such as Black Hill and Castambul, the land remained in its 80 acre sections
for much of its history.
Intensively settled areas began to develop townships and this is an area where East
Torrens is markedly different from the usual pattern in South Australian history. There
were no Government surveyed townships created in East Torrens and very few
(probably only two, i.e. Ashton and Summertown) private townships. The development
6_ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _.e ast torrens heritage survey

of most of the district's townships was prompted by the construction of a service such
as a shop or a grower's large land holding. In addition to a residence, some growers
built blacksmiths' shops, or butchers' shops or general stores and operated both their
fiuit and vegetable growing concerns and the shop. Gradually other land holders
nearby built buildings containing other services. Pure chance allowed that some of
these early townships developed at places where several section boundaries met
allowing several landowners to provide additional services to the customers already
attracted to the first business established. Other places did not have such an advantage
and the businesses developed in other ways, such as in the case of Summertown and
Uraidla where a ribbon development initially occurred.
A good example of the development of a township according to the first scenario is
Norton Summit. In 1868, it had two houses and a store in the immediate vicinity. A
decade later, by 1878, the settlement cluster had three houses, a store, a butcher's shop,
a hotel and a blacksmith's shop and was clearly a small service centre for the
surrounding orchards and gardens. Most of the land and buildings were owned by
members of the Sutton family. In fact, all but the blacksmith's shop and one house. In
the Norton Summit area, the Sutton's owned two land parcels, one 21 acres and the
other, just one acre.
Outside the towns, the pattern of buildings on the landscape is totally unlike what can
be found in most of East Torrens' neighbouring agricultural areas, where larger land
parcels were required in order to make an adequate living. In those areas, one generally
finds a township and in the surrounding landscape, one house and several outbuildings
centrally located on large properties. It is the face of most of rural Australia but is not
the case in East Torrens. Smaller land holdings in the fertile areas have meant that one
complex of house and outbuildings is constructed every 20 or 30 acres. In some areas
the land parcel is smaller.
Once established and developed, the townships in East Torrens have not altered greatly
over time. Because they grew informally they do not feature the grid pattern of many
South Australian towns. The buildings of the townships for the most part, line the
roadways and have taken their names from the surrounding properties (i.e. Morialta), a
local identity (Norton Summit), a geographical feature (Black Hill) or a name given to
the general locality (Uraidla). It was not until the late nineteenth century that many of
the townships achieved their final name. Initially much of the area had been known as
either the Old, New or Company's Tiers reflecting the days of the timber gatherers.
The twentieth century has seen many changes to the practices of market gardening and
fiuit growing in East Torrens with the introduction of tractors, fertilisers, weedicides,
pesticides and Controlled Atmosphere storage conditions for fiuit. Natural events have
forced great change to fiuit growing practices. Market pressures have changed the
varieties of fiuit and vegetables grown. In these times there is some movement away
from growing fiuit and vegetables in the Adelaide Hills in favour of broad acre irrigated
land that is easier to work, and without the cold and damp conditions of Adelaide Hills
winters. Growers struggle now to make a fair living as it seems they have always done.
Although there has been great change in some aspects of life, much remains the same.
The initial uses of the land were as pasture for stock, for growing cereal crops or for
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felling the native forests that blanketed the Hills. The establishment of vegetable
gardens and the planting of orchards seems to follow. For much of the land, that use
has not changed. Labour saving devices have improved the quality of life, but the lives
of the growers remain focussed around the same concerns; planting, pruning,
protecting, harvesting and marketing their produce.
In recent times, other uses for the district have been devised or re-discovered and there
are now several well-established vineyards, nurseries, flower farms, etc. in addition to
new industries such as collecting spring water. East Torrens remains much as it was; a
quiet, rural horticultural community. A surprising feat, given its proximity to Adelaide.
By far the majority of East Torrens residents however, are not fiuit and vegetable
growers. They are residents of the suburban housing estates that in the twentieth
century spread from the core of Adelaide to the base of the foothills. There is a distinct
difference and little similarity between the suburban areas and the rural zone beyond and
into the Hills. The zones are separated by the foothills, an area that is protected at the
moment from development that has halted the spread of suburbia. But another pressure
is looming, relating to the desirability of a semi-rural lifestyle so close to Adelaide for
those who do not depend on the land for a living. Hobby farmers are increasingly
interested in East Torrens despite the stringent subdivision controls applied by the
residents via its Council.
Life in much of East Torrens continues as it did with some twentieth century
modifications. Its future is hard to predict. With its proximity to Adelaide, beautiful
landscape and scenery and glorious views, it is a well-kept secret at present. This
history goes some way towards elucidating its past. It is organised into four chapters
that follow chronological divisions. The first chapter covers the period of initial
European settlement (1836 - 1852), the second deals with the period of the
establishment of appropriate land uses, townships, and organisations such as East
District Council (1853 - 1880), the third deals with the period of 1880 - 1940 and is
entitled Consolidation and the last covers the period of 1940 to the present day.

2.2

The First European Settlement - The Period of 1836 to 1853
Early European Settlement of the Mount Lofty Ranges
The fact that useful timber resources existed in the hills that formed the backdrop to the
City of Adelaide was obvious from the beginning of the European settlement of South
Australia. By 1837, the stringybark forest that existed in the higher ranges had been
discovered and was utilised only a short time later. Timber from the stringybarks
(Eucalyptus obliqua and Eucalyptus baxteri) could be easily sawn and split, a
marketable resource in an infant settlement where so much building timber was
required. Manna gums, blue gums, candlebark and the red gums in the Carey Gully
area were also cut. The emerging timber industry prompted the Colonial Government to
issue timber licences, where for an annual fee, timber could be cut from Crown Land
and sold locally.
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It is thought that the Adelaide Hills region was named 'The Tiers' by the timber getters
who had established themselves in the Crafers area by late 1837. A year later, the first
settlement had become known as the 'Old Stringy Bark Forest' or 'Old Tiers', as a result
of the discovery and use of a new forest further to the north-east. The new forest was
known as 'New Tiers'. Although it is difficult to fix a place to these early names, the
historian Robert Martin believes that the approximate geographical area referred to as
the Old Tiers stretched from Crafers to Bridgewater, and the New Tiers, from
Summertown to Carey Gully. Geoffrey Bishop on the other hand, believes that area in
the vicinity of Norton Summit was known as the Old Tiers, the Uraidla/Summertown
area as the New Tiers and the Ashton/Marble Hill area as the Company's Tiers.

Martin believes that the majority of the Tiersmen, as they were known, lived in the
region where Crafers, Summertown, Uraidla and Ashton are today. In the early 1840s,
it would seem that the gullies between what are now Piccadilly, Carey Gully and
Bridgewater were also inhabited. By late 1838, an inn, the Sawyers Arms or Crafer's
Inn had been constructed and was to be the focus of the village ofCrafers. In 1839-40,
a settlement was established at Cock's (or Cox's) Creek (now in the Stirling District
Council area).
In addition to the timber gatherers occupying the land, the gullies and creeks that were
readily accessible from the plains were explored in the late 1830s, probably initially by
stock owners searching for good grazing land. Settlers soon realised the potential of
the land and began to clear the native vegetation, plant cereal crops and grow
vegetables. They followed the water courses throughout the Hills in the search for
suitable land and found the Piccadilly Valley with new soil and readily available water
supply. Permanent settlements were soon established mostly on unsurveyed Crown
Land. The formal surveying and hence creation of blocks for sale marked the
commencement of the next phase of settlement.

The First Surveys
Martin believes that the earliest surveying of the region with the sale of the land in mind
was done in an attempt to permanently settle respectable and solid farmers in the area
and to stem the lawlessness of the timbergetters and others who inhabited the region.
The first survey (including one section in the Old Tiers and 18 sections in the New
Tiers) and land sale in late 1839 was not successful, but it was not long before the
discovery ofthe Mount Barker region prompted the further surveying and settlement of
the area. Martin quotes an early visitor who wrote that the population of the Old and
New Tiers in 1843 was approximately 225. As the value ofthe land increased in the
eyes of the settlers, the number and extent of the surveys increased.
By the mid 1840s, horticultural land near the locations of Summertown, Piccadilly,
Norton Summit and Montacute had been surveyed and offered for sale. In the late
1840s and 1850s, further tracts of land were surveyed and offered for sale. Land at
Ashton and Carey Gully was sold in 1854. The Forest Range and Lenswood Districts
(now situated in the District Council of Onkaparinga although until recently the western
area was in the District Council of East Torrens) were surveyed in the years of 1849 to
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1855 and offered for sale progressively during the period of 1849 to 1866. Basket
Range was one of the last areas to be surveyed and offered for sale. Part of it was first
surveyed in 1856, and the remainder of the area was surveyed a decade later.
The sale ofthe land in what is now the District Council ofEast Torrens attracted both
large and small investors. Many of the approximately 80 acre sections were purchased
by small investors, who bought just one section. However some Adelaide-based
investors bought a number of sections, compiling large tracts of land. Some of these
large land owners lived in the region from early times, for example the Baker family.
But others appear not to have used their properties at all, suggesting purchase for
speculation. Eventually these estates were broken up and sold, to new small investors
or by successful early residents who were expanding their own land holdings.

The Use of the Land
In the early years, only a few developed their properties. The majority used the land for
gathering timber or leased it to those who did. In fact some early writers thought that
timber gathering was the only possible economic use of the land.
However other natural resources were utilised. Bishop writes that the gathering of the
bark of wattle trees for use in the tanning industry was also practised.
Often, those who found themselves in land previously unexplored had travelled with
flocks of sheep or cattle following the water courses and good grazing land. It is clear
that this process occurred in East Torrens. Cattle were grazed in the area for many
years. DG Brock recorded that 135 stock existed in the Old and New Tiers in 1843 .
Most of those initial uses occurred on virgin land. Settlers soon commenced the
practice of clearing part of their land of its native vegetation, and planting cereal crops
such as wheat. Brock recorded that the land under cultivation in the Old and New Tiers
totalled 38 acres in 1843. It is known that wheat was grown at Crafers in 1845 and in
the Montacute area in the 1840s and 1850s. An old resident in 1946, remembered
wheat being grown in the Montacute district and yielding 60 bushels per acre.
On the cleared land, a few people began to grow vegetables, initially probably only for
their personal use. By the mid 1840s, however, produce sent to the Adelaide markets
was illustrating the potential ofthe area. In addition, settlers began to plant orchards on
the sloping land, reserving the flats of the creek beds for market gardens. By the 1850s,
the practice of growing vegetables and crops was increasing, particularly in the wellwatered and fertile valleys.
The timber resources of the land, and its suitability for stock followed by market
gardening, was the carrot that attracted the first of the permanent settlers to the
Summertown/Uraidla and Piccadilly localities. But there were other attractions that
prompted settlements.
In 1843, copper was discovered on a property at Montacute leased from the Crown by
Mr CD E Fortnum. A section ofland on which the copper deposit was located, was
lO_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ____,east torrens heritage survey

created and auctioned soon after. It was purchased in 1844 by a syndicate of the
colony's wealthy men (including Messrs. Dutton, Baker, Hagen and Hart) and they
formed the Montacute Mining Company, named after the town of Montacute,
Somerset, England. The copper mine at Montacute was worked until 1851 when the
discovery of gold in Victoria robbed South Australia of many of its miners. It was
reopened in the 1860s and briefly worked in the 1890s.
In April 1846, the Victoria Mining Company started to work the North Montacute
Mine, located about three quarters of a mile north of the Montacute Mine. Early in that
year, a vein of gold had been discovered in the shaft. The discovery although small is
reputed to be the first gold discovery in Australia. As a result of the mining activity that
occurred at Montacute, a small settlement was established in 1844.
In fact there were many copper discoveries in the East Torrens area in the 1840s. All
were small deposits and small scale operations when contrasted with Kapunda and
Burra. It seems likely that the Glen Osmond silver lead mines and the Montacute Mine
prompted settlers to scour the landscape looking for richer deposits, but whilst many
deposits were found, none proved to be as rich as had been desired. By 1855, copper
had been discovered and was or had been worked at various sites from the River
Torrens at Castambul to the Fifth Creek and Montacute.
A further prompt to the formation of settlements was the network of transport routes.

Transport Routes

The location of transport routes in South Australian history has had a profound effect
on the location of townships. It is known that in October 1838, the Register newspaper
described the village of Magill and stated that "One of the best roads from the Stringy
Bark Forest is through the same property, which makes this location most desirable for
woodsmen and carriers in the timber trade." A track obviously existed from Magill
through into the hills. It is possible that this route was the basis of the bullock track
that was known to have linked Magill to Lobethal during the 1840s and 1850s. A
second route is known to have existed in the late 1830s, one that travelled via Green
Hill.
The Magill to Lobethal bullock track was superseded by the Eastern Road, now
referred to as the Main Lobethal Road, although probably little more than a dirt track in
the 1840s and 1850s. It is likely that a reasonable roadway existed through the
negotiable valley at the foot of Norton Summit. The location of Giles' property at
Grove Hill and the presence of the road probably caused the formation of a small village
known as Third Creek. The road from Gepp's Bridge at the village of Third Creek to
the summit (presently the town ofNorton Summit) was commenced in 1858. Between
1864 and 1869, the road was extended to Stony Creek at Forest Range. Finally by
1870, a metalled road existed from Magill to Lobethal. Although the township of
Norton Summit had been named by 1873, it did not fully develop until the late 1870s.
Its development was accelerated (at the cost of Third Creek) by the construction of the
new route from Magill to Norton Summit in 1889.
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The construction of the Green Hill Road, an improvement on an existing track, was
commenced in 1855 and completed by 1857. However Greenhill Road remained an
unformed dirt track until as late as 1880.
Other early roads are known to have existed. One source says that a road created in
about 1844 for the purposes of transporting the copper ore from the Montacute Mine
to Port Adelaide, was the first road created in the area. Much of this road was said to
be still in use or if not, plainly visible in 1946.
The creation and on-going maintenance of roads was one of the reasons that local
councils came into existence. An Act enabling the creation of District Councils was
passed in 1852 and the District Council ofEast Torrens was created the following year.
In the early years of the existence of East Torrens Council, it was occupied primarily by
issues including straying stock, the issuing of timber licenses and the creation and
maintenance of roadways.

2.3

The Establishment - The Period of 1853 to 1880
Introduction

During the period of 1853 to 1880 the majority of the settlements and the uses to which
the land was put were established. By the end of 1880, nearly all of the areas in the
East Torrens district were settled and most had achieved their final names. Some further
settlement occurred in the 1890s in the Marble Hill region and late in the twentieth
century, suburban subdivisions occurred closer to Adelaide. But for the most part, the
townships had been established and the land and its potential understood, by the close
of this period.
By 1880, the first generation oftimber slab or pise dwellings were giving way to stone
houses, generally of two to four rooms. Increasing numbers of houses were built as the
land was slowly subdivided, the 80 acre sections being divided into ten, 20 or 30 acre
holdings, depending on the nature of the land and what could be grown. Outbuildings
appeared, including barns and sheds and in the areas where small townships slowly
grew, the first shops, churches, schools and hotels were being built. Such buildings
provide evidence of a stable, prosperous and developing community. Many of the
families who moved into the area at this time, remained and their descendants are
present in the area today.
It is clear, in reference to the use of the land, that the uses developed by the end of the
preceding period, 1836 to 1852 were continued and modified in this period. The land
that was most suitable and productive as market gardening land had been identified and
utilised. The land most suitable for orchards had been planted.

However, a surprising amount of land in the assessments is described as timber and
pastoral land until 1880. It is known that the practice oftimber getting in the area was
used by growers to supplement their incomes until their orchards came into production.
Cattle grazed in the uncleared areas and dairy cattle roamed the cleared slopes. Some
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cereal crops were still being grown in the area at the close of this period possibly grown
as feed for stock.
Other industries were being developed such as quarrying, an industry that has
continued.
The history of the townships that follows and the general points raised in the preceding
paragraphs are derived mainly from a study of the Rate Assessment Books held by
Council, commencing in 1853. They were examined in five yearly intervals so as to
enable the researcher to plot the development of the Council area. Some areas, once in
East Torrens Council (for example Mount Lofty and Lenswood) that now lie outside its
boundaries are not included in the following discussion.
From the excellent record contained in the assessment books, it is possible to deduce
the uses of the land in addition to what had been built on it. The assessor seems to have
used the term 'garden' to refer to market gardening land, 'arable' to refer to land
cultivated with crops such as wheat, 'scrub land' to refer to land in its natural state,
'timber land' to refer to the areas where the forests of stringybarks and other trees
remained. Many of the other terms are self explanatory.
The task of tracking the development of the townships and their localities generally is
made difficult by the fact that they frequently changed their name. Some of the locality
names were derived from English places, Aboriginal words and in some cases, the
names of properties or stations.

Formation of the District Council of East Torrens
The suggestion to form a District Council of East Torrens first occurred in February
1853. In the ensuing months, the boundary of the Council area and its first Councillors
were decided. The Council was proclaimed on 26 May 1853 and its first assessment and
hence, revenue gathering exercise was conducted in that year.
The land area covered by this first council was immense and incorporated most of the
region east of the City of Adelaide. It encompassed the areas of Hackney, Stepney,
Kent Town, Marden, North Kensington, Campbelltown, East Payneham, Magill,
Newton, Athelstone and Burnside. On its southern boundary, Mitcham Council's
boundary lay on the western area of Crafers, and Echunga Council's boundary was on
the eastern area of Crafers. The Great Eastern Road formed the boundary between the
three Council areas. A line drawn east along the ridges east of Cox's Creek village and
Carey Gully separated East Torrens and Onkaparinga.
The Council area was reduced in size in 1856 by the creation of the Burnside and
Payneham Councils. The District Council of Crafers was created in February 1858,
further reducing the size of East Torrens area. In May 1935 Crafers Council was
dissolved, the southern portion going to Stirling and the northern portion to East
Torrens. From 1985 until the present day, the Council's boundary has remained
substantially unaltered.
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The first assessment of the East Torrens Council area, conducted in 1853, examined
much of the settlement that was on the Adelaide Plains. The assessment records the
suburbs and localities from Hackney to Glen Osmond, in an arc that encompassed the
Hills. The pocket of Kensington and Norwood was ignored as that Council had been
established. It would seem that the East Torrens assessment was conducted moving
from west to east within the then Council area and then broadly south to north. At
Athelstone, the assessor George Francis makes the following note:This and the next 661 assessments are open sections in the gullies East of Black Hill, they are
mostly without any practicable road, have rarely a hut or a fence and are entirely stony or
woodland of very little value. No information of ownership can be obtained on the ground, the
names therefore where otherwise not to be found are those taken from the land grants and in
this case a line - is put in the 1st column.

Obviously in 1853, the Black Hill area and beyond were very sparsely settled and
almost totally undeveloped. In other parts of what is now East Torrens, some
settlement had occurred and agriculture was developing. The early assessments provide
a fascinating glimpse of the patterns of settlement and land use in the East Torrens area.
In this account, it is proposed to discuss each of the localities in East Torrens to
examine their development. This is not a simple task because of changes in the names
of areas and the fact that for the most part localities are undefined areas whose
boundaries can encompass a large area or be quite specific in the sections they refer to.
Nevertheless, it is only possible to understand the development of East Torrens by
examining each of the localities and tracing their growth.

The Locality of Third Creek

One of the earliest settled localities in the District Council of East Torrens occurred in
the area of Third Creek. The settlement occurred in this region because of the road that
existed from Magill to the Third Creek valley. For some years, it ended just before the
steep rise up the hill to the township ofNorton's Summit, and it was at this point and in
the immediate area where a village and several early properties were established. The
construction of the road to Norton's Summit in the late 1850s probably explains the
decline of Third Creek.
The remnants of the village of Third Creek remain on either side of the road today. By
1853, section 1064 had been subdivided into six land parcels and six cottages had been
built, two of stone and four of slabs of timber. The houses were built on land parcels
that varied from between four to 24 acres. Five years later, by 1858, Third Creek was a
most interesting village indeed. Section 1064 had eight owners and occupiers and most
of them had German surnames. The Rate Assessment books indicate that the majority
ofthe German settlers had occupied the land by 1855. Settlers included Adolphe New
or Neu, John Baier, Isaac Gepp, Theodore Borchers, Christoff Hartmann and the
Maroske Brothers. The section had 11 buildings recorded as existing in 1858, including
stone houses, slab huts, paling huts, stables and a public house owned by Isaac Gepp.

I In fact this would seem to be an error. There appears to be 76 assessments in this area rather than 66.
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In 1863, the village remained predominantly German but during the five year period
from 1863 to 1868, the village would seem to begin its slow decline. By 1873,
buildings included the Sanatorium Hotel owned by John Baier, Gepp's Inn and four
other houses on land that was used for market gardening and pasture land. By 1878,
not a great deal had changed for the small village and only Hartmann and Gepp
remained from the very early settlers.
Third Creek is not only interesting as a focus of German settlement in the nineteenth
century, it was also something of a tourist attraction. The locality was a very popular
destination for picnic parties who came to see the scenery, Grove Hill and to escape the
heat of the plains. As a result of the area's popularity, the Rock Inn and the Sanatorium
Hotel thrived. It is said that dinners and dances were held in the Rock Inn and tea was
available from Bauer's premises. There was also a cottage available for couples on their
honeymoon, located close to Bauer's.
Several of the buildings dating from those early years remain, including the Rock Inn
(built c. 1850) and Baier's building (established in 1853), as well as the buildings
associated with the nearby properties, such as Belmont.
There are two possible explanations for the rise and decline of this village. The first is
connected with the construction of the road to Norton Summit. It is known that the
road from Magill ended at Third Creek for some years. The road to the summit was
only commenced in 1858. It is possible that a village developed at Third Creek because
of the potential of the land and the fact that the road ended there. Also the village at
Norton Summit was beginning to emerge by 1868 and it is possible that the township
assumed the role that Third Creek had, a stopping point during a journey.
The Giles family had established 'Grove Hill' on four sections by 1853, by which time a
house, garden, and pastoral land had been developed. Fifty three acres were planted
with an orchard and garden by 1868. The Giles' land holding continued to expand over
the years. By 1873 they owned 286 acres with a stone house, four cottages, huts, a
cellar, hot houses, and a nursery surrounded by orchards and gardens. By far the
majority of the land was uncleared and used as pastoral land.
John Horsnell established a property in the location that now bears his name, Horsnell's
Gully, in the period of 1853 to 1858. In 1858, he owned three sections of land on which
two slab huts had been constructed. The majority of Horsnell's land was described as
open land, probably unused. On some of his land he had planted a fruit garden and this
he developed over the ensuing years. By 1868, Horsnell owned five sections of land
and had built what was described as a good stone house, with a separate kitchen and
outbuildings. His property 'Woodvale' was said to include a large garden and orchard
and an additional 500 acres of pasture, timber and scrub land.

The Locality and Township ofNorton Summit
The township of Norton's Summit was initially established on section 1065 and
consisted of two houses and a store in 1868. The township grew slowly during the
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1870s, but by 1878 was a serviced centre for the surrounding growers. WH Sutton
owned a house, store and butcher's shop on one section and a hotel and cottage on
another. Sutton's Scenic Hotel was first licensed in 1873 and has been continuously
licensed ever since. Henry Greenham's widow owned a blacksmith's shop and dwelling
in the township. The imposing St. John's Morialta was built in 1872, largely funded by
money provided by the Baker family.
The locality of Grassy Flat was close to Norton Summit. It was settled very early in the
history of this locality as evidenced by the Grassy Flat Chapel that was used as a school
in 1851.
Close to Grassy Flat and Norton Summit were the Playford family property, 'Drysdale'
and the Bishop family property, 'Eldervale'. Both orchard and market gardening
properties were established in the 1850s.

The Locality of Auldana and Woodforde (later names including Skye and
Teringie)
The locality of Auldana received its name from Patrick Auld who purchased a large
landholding there in 1841 part of which was an extensive vineyard by 1863. He also
grew vegetables, crops and grazed stock on his seven section land holding. A decade
later, he had constructed an eight-roomed stone house and outbuildings that were the
focus of a 70 acre vineyard and 110 acre pastoral holding.
Woodforde had become known by that name by 1858. At that time the land was mostly
undeveloped, with only a few dwellings. But by 1863, smaller land parcels has been
created and some market gardens planted. The area had several houses and a dairy in
1868. By 1873, vines had been planted and this use appears to continue and intensify in
late 1870s.
It is likely that the locality received its name as a result of the construction of
'Woodford House' in 1858 for Joseph Skelton. The house had been Skelton's 'country
retreat' and was set in extensive landscaped grounds and vineyards. In 1873 the house
was bought by Ross Reid, a pastoralist, who extended four years later with the addition
of a grand two storey wing. The 600 acre properties name was changed to 'Rostrevor'.

The Locality of Morialta
Morialta was occupied prior to 1853. John Baker and his family had a large estate that
was well developed by the time of the first assessment. John (1813-72) and Isabella
Baker (1819-1908) bought their property from Mr CDE Fortnum in 1845. On it, they
built a three storeyed house and developed a fine property, initially known as Baker's
Folly because of its distance from Adelaide.
John Baker was a prominent early South Australian. He played an important part in the
political, commercial and agricultural affairs of the Colony. At Morialta he grazed
stock and bred horses in addition to having vineyards, apple and pear orchards, olive
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plantations and orange groves. John and Isabella's son, Richard Baker, a local and
federal politician, lived on the estate until 1911. By 1924, it had been subdivided and
sold.
The locality in the vicinity of Baker's Morialta estate was known as Fourth Creek.
In the 1850s and 1860s, the Fourth Creek region was largely undeveloped. In the
1870s large areas were held by a few owners including GM Waterhouse, who used the
land for growing crops or grazing stock.

The Locality of Greenhill

The locality of Greenhill, in this account refers to the area located between Stonyfell
and First Creek, and from Bumside to the ridge of the Hills.
The history of the settlement of the area is difficult to trace in part due to the many
locality names that have been applied, some of which are still used, for example
Chambers and Slapes Gully. Some of the early names are no longer used such as
Clifton and Beacon Hill.
The lushness of the many gullies and their watercourses located immediately beyond the
Adelaide plains, attracted settlers to explore their potential in the late 183 Os. As a
result the Stonyfell area had a quarry established in the late 1830s and land subdivided
for a village that was never built. Some large properties were established in the lower
rises of the foothills including the estate 'Clifton', owned by George Sismey,
'Ilfracombe', built by Dr. JG Nash in the 1840s, and a large land holding owned by
Samuel Davenport.
EH Hallack writes of illegal brandy distilleries that were hidden in the gullies of the
locality and several smaller landholders who established market gardens. One grower,
William Bell, grew tobacco. However, most of the land in this locality in the 1850s was
unfenced pastoral land, that was sparsely populated.
The construction of Greenhill Road in 185 5-7 seemed to prompt further settlement. By
the 1860s, James Warland had established a dairy and orchard on a large property. His
neighbour, William Brewer planted a vineyard, presumably selling some of its produce
at the extant wine shop on Greenhill Road, opened in 1857.
During the 1870s, large land holders continued to own the maJonty of the land.
Although mostly uncleared scrub used as pasture for cattle, the development of gardens
and orchards was increasing.
The Locality of Summertown and Uraidla

The locality of Summertown and Uraidla was an early focus of settlement. Known as
Chapel Valley, Cobbledick's Swamp and the New Tiers, the rich land in this broad
valley encouraged its use for market gardening and growing cereals from the 1840s.
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Growing cereal crops declined in the 1860s and 1870s, as growing vegetables and fruit
sharply increased.
The size and nature of the community is illustrated by the construction of the Mount
Lofty Bible Christian Church, a timber building replaced by a more substantial stone
building in 1857-8. Although now demolished, a model ofthe building remains on the
site surrounded by the cemetery, one of the oldest in East Torrens.
The locality of Summertown and Uraidla developed consistently through the period of
1853 to 1880. By 1880 it had many small gardens and orchards. Such a community
required services, and slowly the townships grew. Neither township was created by a
private landowner or Government. Shops and stores, bakeries and blacksmith's shops,
schools, hotels and houses were built in a cluster on small land parcels acquired piece
by piece.
The townships took form as economic boosts to settlement arose from time to time.
Gold was discovered in Uraidla in 1869 and the Lady Edith Gold Mining Company
worked the area until 1871. This pattern of establishment was repeated for all of the
townships in East Torrens.

The Locality of Ashton
Ashton was named in 1868 when George Hunt of Magill subdivided section 1197 into
smaller land parcels that were primarily used for market gardening. Previously the
locality was sparsely settled, uncleared scrubland that was known as the Company's
Tiers. Parts of the locality retained that name until the 1920s.

The Locality of Carey Gully
Carey Gully was a locality settled and named relatively early in the history of East
Torrens.
Section 30 was an early focus of settlement with houses b1,1ilt and vegetable gardens
created by the 1850s. Development continued through the 1860s, with the planting of
orchards and cereal crops evident in the Assessment Books. By the 1870s, section 30
had a store, a sure indication of a developing community.

The Locality of Piccadilly
The Piccadilly locality achieved its name during the period of 1868 to 1872. Previously
it was known as the New Tiers, a name that continued to be used for parts of the
locality until the 1920s.
Growers were drawn to the rich and well-watered land of the broad valley that connects
Piccadilly to Uraidla very early in the East Torrens district's history. The valley
contained the locality known as Chapel Valley and was said to be the site of the
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establishment of the first market gardens in the East Torrens Council area. The soil and
water supply allowed the area to be primarily used for market gardening once the native
forest was cleared. Hallack writing in 1893 commented on the size of the trunks of the
then cleared forest. Clearing commenced in the 1840s and market gardens were
steadily established from this time. By 1880 the locality was intensively settled.
Close to Piccadilly and just within the boundaries of the East Torrens District Council,
was the Estate ofRichard Hanson, 'Woodhouse'. Hanson had built a large house and
other buildings by the late 1860s on his 1200 acre property. The locality had another
large estate, that of the Downer family, in addition to numerous small growers.

The Locality of Basket Range
The locality of Basket Range had been given its name by 1856-7. In 1858, the area
remained largely undeveloped with a few large properties and even a few houses.
In the 1860s the majority of the land in the locality of Basket Range was held by John
Chambers and investors PD Prankerd and Robert Stuckey. Chambers sold his land to
the Horsnell family in the 1870s. The creation of market gardens and crop land was
beginning but mostly the land was uncleared and used for pastoral purposes. Section
126, later known as Hawke's Gully, was divided into four holdings and had several
buildings. Deep Creek grew more slowly with the horticultural use of the land
commencing in a significant way in the late 1870s. PD Prankerd retained the ownership
of four sections of unoccupied land in the area in the late 1870s.

The Locality of Montacute
As described, the Montacute area was settled as a result of the mining activity that
occurred in the locality in the mid 1840s.
Although the name Montacute was granted to most of the locality, the most easterly
area was described as Sixth Creek and the western area as Fifth Creek. Montacute had
several small garden properties operating by the early 1850s, but the majority of the
localities land was held in large estates or was owned by mining companies. It was
mostly unoccupied or used for pastoral purposes. Because the area had proved to
contain mineral deposits, it is likely that investors such as JB Neales, TN Mitchell, John
Baker, Cutton, Lucking and Waterhouse purchased the land with future deposits in
mind. Over the years there are many mining companies noted in the Rate Assessment
Books as the owners of land. The Victoria Gold Mine, located on 914 acres of land
with a counting house and several miners' cottages, is noted in 1858. For many years
the Adelaide Mining Company and the Sixth Creek Gold Mining Company owned land
in the region.
Although the Assessment Books reveal the dominance of large estates, there was a
community of small growers in the locality. As evidence of this a Wesleyan Chapel
opened in Montacute in the early 1860s, a building that was also used as a school until
one was built in 1883 .
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The Assessment Books for the locality of Fifth Creek also feature large estate in the
1850s and 1860s. Thomas Coon owned five sections and Arthur Fox four. However
the Fifth Creek gully was readily accessible from the plains, and as a consequence the
locality was well established by the 1850s and 1860s with small land holdings used for
growing vegetables and fruit.
The Locality of Cherryville and Marble Hill

In 1863, the locality of Cherryville (known as Sixth Creek and Company's Tiers until
1892) was occupied by typically 100 acre holdings on which a house had been built.
Some had cleared land for crops or vegetable gardens but significant horticultural
development only occurred in the 1870s in this region.
The Marble Hill locality remained mostly uncleared pasture land throughout the period
of 1853 to 1880. Although issues of access and the nature of the terrain no doubt
affected them, the primary reason is connected to the fact that a considerable amount of
land in the area was not offered for sale by the Government.
A large part of the area was declared a reserve in 1878 and the construction of the
Governor's Summer residence commenced that year. In its position on top of one of
the area's highest points, the mansion has a commanding view of the plains and city
below and the surrounding hills. Prior to its occupancy by the Governor, part of the
Marble Hill locality was developed as the council's pound for stray animals.
The Locality of Black Hill

The Black Hill locality of the East Torrens District Council area has been sparsely
populated for most of its history.
It is steep and inaccessible terrain. In the 1850s, it was described as stony land with
few buildings, people or roadways. In the 1860s it was used for pastoral purposes but
it never developed the land uses or populations of the rest of the East Torrens area.

The Locality of Castambul

Establishing the history of the Castambullocality is made difficult by the frequent name
changes the locality has had . It would seem that the first use of the area occurred in the
1860s and focussed on the banks of the River Torrens. Some large pastoral properties
were established by investors such as Philip Levi. There were some single sections of
land developed with gardens, cleared crop land and even a vineyard in the late 1860s.
By the early 1870s the majority of the land in the Castambul locality and the adjoining
land further to the east had been acquired by the pastoralist Price Maurice, who
established two vast properties on which he ran Angora goats. The horticultural use of
the land in the localities seemed to fade as its pastoral use increased.
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2.4

Consolidation - The Period from 1880 to 1940

General
An excellent record of the East Torrens district in the 1890s is provided in the form of
articles written by the journalist, EH Hallack. Hallack, with a guide from Uraidla
travelled the length and breadth of the fruit growing and market gardening areas of the
Hills in 1893, and the articles were published shortly after in the Observer newspaper.
Geoffrey Bishop has edited, provided notes to Hallack's articles and republished them in
a book entitled, Toilers of the Hills. The information used to compile this chapter is
taken from Hallack's articles and Bishop's accompanying notes, Rate Assessment books
for the period of 1880 to 1892 and the year 1920 and from sundry other sources.

It is worth noting that the Rate Assessment records in the nineteenth century are
excellent sources for the historian of local history. The East Torrens assessments in the
nineteenth century record the owner, occupier, section number, amount of land, what
was constructed on that land and what it was used for. By 1920 the Rate Assessment
books omit the specifics of what the land was used for and what was constructed on it.
As a consequence, tracing the development of the area using the Assessment books in
the twentieth century, in anything but a very broad way, becomes impossible. In
addition the sheer numbers residing in the area in the mid to late twentieth century
render the task very difficult.
Hallack described in some detail, the crops grown and the cultivation systems employed
in the Hills gardens and orchards. He also noted issues of concern to the growers and
other interesting tidbits. It is a fascinating series of articles, providing not only a history
of the area but a record of its current state.
Hallack's reports make it abundantly clear how hard the growers' worked in the 1890s.
He describes them as "twice-eight-hours-a-day-men". Their work commenced at
daylight and entailed digging, planting, irrigating, cutting, pulling, bunching, washing
and loading their trolleys. At the close of the day's work, they drove their trolleys to
the East End Markets to be there at the opening time, 1.00 a.m. Their goods were
available for sale until 6 or 8 a.m. whereupon they purchased and loaded manure and
commenced the journey home often arriving at 4 or 5 p.m. The people of the Hills
were self reliant and suspicious of the Colonial Government and other authorities.
Their community was rather closed for much of this time, with many families related by
mamage.
In describing the system of cultivation operating in Piccadilly, Hallack recorded the
cultivation system adopted in nearly all the gardens on the eastern slopes of the Mount
Lofty Ranges. By 1893 all of the cleared land, he noted, was used for growing
vegetables and fruit, little was used for grazing. What cattle there were Hallack says
were tethered like goats. On the slopes the growers planted fruit trees with crops such
hay, peas, rye, potatoes or gooseberries, raspberries and strawberries planted in
between. This cultivation system was practiced from the earliest days of European
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settlement in the area. Growers used this system in order to gain income from some
source while their fruit trees came into production. By the time ofHallack's visit, it was
evident that the trees in the early orchards were planted so close together that proper
pruning and hence maximum fruit bearing was hindered.
Hallack commented that the "land [knew] no rest". After one crop of vegetables was
harvested, the soil was dug with manure, watered and replanted immediately. In the
case of orchards the land at the base of the trees was used for a variety of crops.
Increasingly problems were being encountered (historically). The growers' solution to
the problem of declining yields through soil was to use liberal quantities of stable
manure, purchased in the city and brought to the Hills on the return journey from the
markets. However Hallack noted that the use of manure was being supplanted by the
use of bonedust, superphosphate and other chemical preparations. The use of
superphosphate in South Australia became popular during the period of 1880-1900
after a series of experiments on its effects on wheat were conducted at Roseworthy
Agricultural College in 1882.
In the Hills as in other parts of South Australia, the need for fertiliser was postponed by
the availability ofvirgin country. Uncleared, virgin land allowed growers to respond to
market demands (by replacing one type of fruit tree with another whilst maintaining a
productive orchard and hence income) and to experiment with the siting of orchards
and the soil and water requirements of the trees.
The best properties in the area had access to creeks or springs and growers utilised this
water, particularly on the flat vegetable growing areas, by constructing open irrigation
channels. In addition some properties had manual or horse-powered pumps for raising
water.
Although the use of labour saving machines was commencing during this period, the
times were troubled ones. An oversupply of fruit and vegetables in the 1890s resulted in
low prices at market. A further problem was experienced in transporting goods to
market so that they arrived in a reasonable condition, a problem that applied to both the
local market as well as the developing (although still of marginal profitability) overseas
export market. A major problem being experienced in the orchards was increased
numbers and associated affects of pest and diseases. Codlin moth, apple scale or shot
hole were found by Hallack in most if not all of the orchards and there were problems
experienced with pests and diseases in the vegetable gardens as well. This problem
resulted in an Act which enabled the prosecution of growers selling affected fruit. It
was not well received by the growers although was probably partially responsible for an
improvement in the problem in later years.
The growers also faced the vagaries of the natural world. Two very severe floods
occurred, one in 1889, the other in 1931. During this period in both cases the flooding
resulted in extraordinary damage. In 1889, farmers in the Deep Creek were said to have
had "not only their produce but the means of raising it [the soil] carried away from
them". Not only were gardens destroyed, but roads and creek banks. Thousands of
pounds worth of damage was done in addition to years of work. The 1931 flood was
similarly destructive.
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The growers had other gripes in the 1890s. The majority of the growers were in favour
of the establishment of a local co-operative fruit and vegetable preserving factory, to
ensure that surplus produce did not go to waste.
In the 1890s the dairy industry had mobilised to form co-operatives of local farmers and
later, centrally-placed factories. Such organisations ensured a fair and consistent price
was paid to individual farmers for their produce and that economics of scale were
affected in relation to the making of cheese, butter and cream. Hallack thought that the
creation of a co-operative factory would reduce the huge waste of second grade and
excess fruit and vegetables that occurred. However he also commented on "the utter
want of co-operation at present existing amongst these hard-working gardeners".
The creation ofworkingmen's blocks in East Torrens was part of a general Government
programme that began in 1885 with the intended purpose of setting more people on the
land. Soon to expire pastoral leases were resumed by the Government and divided into
smaller blocks with more intensive land uses in mind. Such blocks were created in East
Torrens in several localities, Marble Hill in 1896, Castambul at roughly the same time,
part of the Woodhouse Estate in 1902 and Morialta in 1912-13.
Settlers were initially offered land on a 21 year or perpetual lease from the Crown and
were expected to live by their own labour with one member of the family living on the
block for at least nine months of each year. After 1902, the most common form of
tenure was an agreement with a covenant to purchase after six years. Although only
ever moderately successful, the scheme was continued well into the twentieth century,
particularly after the First and Second World Wars when it was used to settle return
soldiers.
In the East Torrens area in the 1890s, the growers resented the 'blockers' as they were
called. It was claimed the scheme was unfair. For one thing, the growers paid the full
price for their land, whereas the blockers did not. In addition it was intended that the
blockers would work for other growers whilst establishing their own gardens, but it was
said that they worked in the City and could therefore afford to accept lower prices for
their produce. Hallack states that blockers received free fruit trees and vines, a further
source of annoyance to the other growers.
But the blockers' lives were by no means easy. The viability of their land as
horticultural land was marginal in some cases, that was why it was grazing land
originally. In the early years, Bishop states that the blockers at Marble Hill did little
more than survive, hence the name of 'starvation blocks' was applied to the Marble Hill
blocks area.
Growers were unhappy about route of the recently completed Hills railway. They
considered that a line through their area would have enabled the transportation of
goods to market, to Port Adelaide and beyond with much less handling required and
therefore better quality fruit arriving at its destination and higher prices all round.
On a more positive note, the overseas export of fruit increased considerably in the
1890s with the development of cooled chambers within ships and better methods of
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packing the fruit in better cases. The international market promised to be even more
lucrative after Federation with the removal of restrictive trade barriers.
Spirits were no doubt uplifted during this period by some exciting mineral discoveries.
The 1880s and 1890s saw the discovery of several deposits of gold and silver in East
Torrens. Frequently, when ore was assayed from the 1840s copper mining sites, traces
of gold and silver were revealed. The majority of these small deposits were mined later
in the nineteenth century, although usually only for very short periods. Silver was
mined at Mount Lofty and Morialta, but the presence of water in the tunnels made the
continuation ofthe operations uneconomic.
Alluvial gold on the other hand was much easier to deal with. Both alluvial and reef
gold were found in East Torrens, distributed in the gullies at Uraidla and Waterfall
Gully and at various places on the banks of the River Torrens. Perhaps the richest gold
mining area was in the Fifth Creek/ Morialta locality where several mines were
established.
The transport networks were also improving. The creation of improved and new roads
shortened the journey time to and from Adelaide and lessened the risks of an accident
occurring on the way. A new route was constructed between Magill and Norton
Summit in 1889, avoiding the precipitous and treacherous hill known as Giles' Hill. A
road linking Ashton to Marble Hill and Montacute was created in the 1890s. Not only
did it serve to provide better access to the nearby settled areas of Marble Hill, it also
served to create closer links between the Montacute locality and Norton Summit.
Previously most of Montacute's business and social links occurred with Campbelltown
rather than the closer Norton Summit.
Coupled with improving road networks was the increased use of motorised trucks that
commenced in the 1920s. Horse-drawn trolleys were predominantly used until the
1940s. The following decade, tractors began to be used to do the work in vegetable
gardens, replacing horses or manpower.
Although the life of the growers and their families during this period was one of
constant toil in the face of adversity, some facets of life were improving. The area had
developed markedly since European settlement boasting many fine properties, houses,
orchards and gardens. As will be discussed, most of the townships had been established
and were developing a range of community facilities ..

The Locality of Third Creek

The once thriving village of Third Creek became merely a cluster of houses and other
buildings on what was the old route to Norton Summit.
The association with German people vanished, although Hallack writes of a German
recreation ground on the route to Magill.
Third Creek ceased to attract visitors to p1cmc, as it once had. Following the
construction of the new route to Norton Summit in 1889, the locality declined in
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popularity. The Rock Tavern closed, Bauer's Coffee or Tea Gardens (as they were
variously known), a temperance version of what had been the Sanatorium Hotel had
also closed. Both were now used as private residences surrounded by orchards and
gardens.
However some visitors continued to come to see and buy flowers and ferns from Giles'
Grove Hill. It was thriving in the 1890s with extensive orchards combining many
varieties of fruit and nut trees in addition to greenhouses, hot houses and ferneries.
Whilst the use of the locality as a grape growing area declined, other uses were
developed. The commercial growing of flowers was a feature of the area. In the
1920s, the Walker family established a thriving and popular violet farm. Bees were also
kept in the locality in the 1890s.

The Locality of Norton Summit
As we have seen, the township of Norton Summit was well established by the late
1870s. In the 1880s, it continued to develop as a small service town for the surrounding
properties. The town had houses, stores, an hotel, a workshop and a blacksmith's shop
in the 1880s.

At the time Hallack was visiting in 1893, the township ofNorton's Summit consisted of
two churches (an Episcopalian and a Baptist, built in 1882), a store (including the post
and telephone offices), a baker's shop, a butcher's shop, two schools (one private and
the Government school), the Scenic Hotel, and a little way out of the township, a
cemetery.
The surrounding properties were well established by this time. By 1893, parts of the
Bishop property 'Eldervale' was described as well irrigated and used for growing fruit,
flowers and vegetables. including rhubarb. The Playfords owned what was originally
Greenham's property, 'Primrose Vale' in addition to 'Drysdale' at Norton Summit.
Thomas Playford the owner of 'Drysdale', was an ex-Premier and a current Member of
Parliament in 1893. The fruit trees and their problems were commented upon by
Hallack, in addition to describing the house, store and packing rooms that existed on
the property.
GH Packer's property lay opposite 'Drysdale' and it was noted for the presence of
wattles, cultivated for their bark that was used in the tanning industry. Hallack
commented that it was the first time he had seen wattles growing in this part of the hills.
In 1901-2, the District Council of East Torrens constructed chambers in Norton

Summit having previously met in the district's hotels since its inception. The Council
used this small building for many years, until the construction of the new offices in
c.1980. The Council's chambers consolidated the position of the township. In 1907 a
school building was constructed at Norton Summit. For many years classes had been
held in the Grassy Flat school room.
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The numbers of children attending the school was given a significant boost following
the creation of the Morialta Protestant Children's Home in what had been the Bakers'
residence in 1924. From that time until 1974, over half of the children attending the
school came from the Home.

The Localities of Auldana and Woodforde
In the late 1880s, the ownership of the Auldana vineyards passed from the Auld family
to Sir Josiah Symon who diversified the products of the vineyard. With his French
wine-making partner, they began to produce sparkling wines and champagne in newly
constructed cellars in 1895.

Woodforde in the 1880s, was mainly used as pasture for cattle and was held in estates
of 30 to 100 acres. Some of the properties had market gardens and two estates were
planted with vineyards.
The large property in the locality, 'Rostrevor' suffered changing fortunes during this
time. It shared a similar fate to many of South Australia's grand houses including those
in the East Torrens Council area. During the early years of the twentieth century such
estates were divided and the houses sold for use as institutions, schools or hospitals.
'Rostrevor' estate had been purchased by James Smith Reid, the mining magnate, in
1887. In 1913 he sold the house and a 37 acre land parcel to Reginald Sewell, part of
the well known plant nursery family. Reid also donated some land, known as the
Morialta Falls Reserve to the Government in recognition of its scenic qualities.
The remaining land was sold to Rostrevor Estates Limited for subdivision. The housing
estates they created on that and other land owned in the area became the suburb of
Rostrevor.
The spreading urban area of Adelaide had finally touched East Torrens and increasingly,
suburban development became a feature of the eastern foothills region of the Council's
land area.
Sewell did not retain the ownership of the house 'Rostrevor' for long. In 1922 it was
purchased by Christian Brothers who developed the school Rostrevor College and their
residence on the house and grounds.

The Locality of Morialta

The Baker family's estate with its fine English trees, orchards, vineyards and gardens
remained in the hands of the family until 1924. At that time, it was sold for use as an
orphanage and was known as the Morialta Protestant Children's Home. The house and
gardens were altered considerably.
As is often the case, the house was the last to go. Some ofthe property's land had been
sold by the family in 1913. The blocks were known as the Morialta Estate and Baker's
Blocks. Morialta Estate blocks numbered more than 20, and were about 20 acres in
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size, while Baker's Blocks were more varied in size. Unlike the Rostrevor area, the
blocks were never divided into suburban allotments, but remained horticultural land.
After the sale ofland, however, the family still owned 1260 acres in the area in 1920.
In the 1880s much of the lower ·reaches of the Fourth Creek in the vicinity ofMorialta
remained in maintained large estates and was primarily used as pastoral land.

The Locality of Greenhill

The terrain of the Greenhill area, even following the improvement of Greenhill Road,
proved too difficult or unsuitable for the kinds of land uses that were conducted in
other parts of East Torrens. Probably as a consequence of limited pressure to sell, the
majority of the land in the region was held in large estates, the uncleared scrub being
used as pasture for cattle. The terrain and consequent land use not only prevented
more intensive settlement but it also acted to preserve to some degree, the natural
vegetation of the area.
The scenic qualities of parts of the locality were well recognised from the earliest days
of European settlement and no doubt contributed to the creation of the area's
conservation parks and reserves. The Greenhill area today is dominated by the Cleland
Conservation Park. Cl eland was created from three separate parks, two of which were
declared during the period of 1880 to 1940. The Waterfall Gully area was made a
public park in 1912 and Mount Lofty Summit was declared in 1911. Both lie outside
East Torrens Council boundaries, but the intervening land, the majority ofwhat became
Cleland Conservation Park (which lies within the boundaries of the East Torrens
District Council) was added in the 1940s.

The Localities of Summertown and Uraidla

By the 1880s, settlement in and around the present townships of Summertown and
Uraidla was intensive. The previous name for the Uraidla area, Chapel Valley had
disappeared from the records.
The townships and their localities had consolidated their positions as the main centres
of market gardening and fruit growing in the area. Most of the properties in the
Summertown locality had houses and market gardens, located on land parcels that were
generally between just of few acres to 30 or 40 acres.
Hallack noted that the principal properties in this locality planted fruit trees and grew
vegetables, including apples, cherries, raspberries, rhubarb, potatoes, plums, pears,
walnuts and strawberries. The area was the principal supplier of rhubarb to Adelaide
and Hallack noted that one of the growers intended to manufacture cider from apples
and champagne from rhubarb!
The township at Uraidla in 1880, by contrast, was well developed. It was located
primarily on section 12 and contained stores, workshops, shops and a hotel. In
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addition, the township contained houses on half or quarter acre blocks suggesting that it
was not only a commercial centre, but a residential one as well.
By the time of Hallack's visit in 1893, the locality of Uraidla was said to have a
population of approximately 1500 within a radius of two miles. The town that Hallack
recorded had a fine Institute Hall (built 1885), a new Episcopalian Church (St Stephens
Church of England was consecrated in 1895), a state school, an hotel, Arthur's store
and Sutton's store (Henry Sutton opened a general store, drapery and bakery at Uraidla
in 1888), two blacksmith's shops (the bellows blower and striker in one of them was
described as an elderly lady), a brass band, a Salvation Army and a policeman. A further
church (a Bible Christian Chapel) was built in 1895.
The Uraidla Hotel was built in about 1877 and rebuilt in 1939 after extensive fire
damage.
The hotel and institute were the focal points of the district's social life. Many dances
and other functions were held in the Uraidla Institute building and it housed the displays
of the products of the region, staged in connection with the Uraidla Show. The first of
the shows was held in 1888 and they played, as they still do, an important part in the life
ofthe locality.
The 1890s also saw some mining activity in the Uraidla district. Throughout Australia's
history, economic depressions prompted the re-worlcing of old gold deposits. The
depression of the 1890s saw the re-opening of a mine on Dyer's property (section 41) in
1889, a venture that lasted until 1892. In 1894, it was again reworked, this time by the
Uraidla Gold Mining Company. The venture was not successful and was abandoned.

The Locality of Ashton
By the 1880s, Hunt's subdivision of section 1197 had developed into a very small
hamlet containing a store and a Rechabite Hall. Ashton had developed only marginally
by 1893, possessing a church, the store and post office, the Rechabite Hall and a cricket
ground. Hallack noted that the locality was set amidst beautiful scenery and prolific
gardens. Most land parcels in the locality during this period were large, typically 50
acres and contained a house, garden and orchard set within uncleared land.

The Locality of Carey Gully
By the 1880s, the land in the vicinity of Carey Gully (including Forest Road) was used
for market gardening and occasionally, orchards. Properties ranged in size from three
acres to 120 acres, the larger parcels remaining uncleared.
By the 1890s, cherries, plums, hazelnuts and other fruit trees as well as strawberries,
gooseberries and rhubarb are noted as the principal crops of the locality. Some of the
largest rhubarb growing concerns were located in this area. Hallack also describes the
stands of forest that remained in the area at that time.
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At the time ofHallack's visit, the Carey Gully Store (in operation until about 1934) also
functioned as a post office. The store was located close to Hill and Company's stables.
They operated a coaching service that made daily trips to Adelaide, via Uraidla,
Summertown and Greenhill Road.

The Locality of Piccadilly

The rich land of the Piccadilly valley continued to be used primarily for market gardens
during the period of 1880 to 1940. Hallack describes the locality as containing "first
class soil for both fruit and vegetables". He describes one grower's land where two
crops of potatoes and one of green feed could be grown on one plot in one season. The
locality had two other advantages. It was well protected from frosts and wind and had
an excellent water supply in the form of Cox's Creek and in the many natural springs
that were located nearby. Some growers had established extensive piping systems to
transport water from the springs to their vegetable or flower gardens. Cereal crops and
flowers were grown in the area in addition to vegetables.
Close to Piccadilly a silver mine had been established and was worked by the Mount
Lofty Park Silver Lead Mine Company until 1889.
The records for the Piccadilly township are somewhat scanty and in addition, the
township is bisected nowadays by the East Torrens and Stirling District Councils'
(formerly Crafers District Council) boundary. As a result establishing and plotting the
growth of Piccadilly is difficult. Hallack records that in 1893 a store and Bible
Christian Chapel had been built close to the township. The Crafers District Council
office was also built there in 1882.
The Locality of Basket Range

From the 1880s, there was a steady if slow increase in the presence of gardens and
orchards in the localities of Basket Range and Deep Creek. The majority of the
properties consisted for many years of a small area of cleared and planted land set
amidst native forest. Hallack recorded that all kinds of fruit and nut trees in addition to
vegetables and even tobacco were grown in the locality.
The township ofBasket Range developed in the 1880s with the construction of a Bible
Christian Chapel in 1881, a primary school in 1885 and a post office that operated from
a private house opening in 1892. In the twentieth century a store was opened in the
township in 1914.
Although initially Basket Range was a vegetable growing area primarily, other
industries and uses developed. Several freestone quarries opened in the last nineteenth
century and have operated, on and off, ever since. Improving roads played their part in
attracting visitors to the area to see such things as Burdett's Wildflower garden (a
garden of Australian native and South African species initiated by William Burdett in
the 1920s) but more particularly the cherry trees in blossom. By the 1930s, the area
was well known for its orchards of cherry trees.

east torrens heritage survey_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

.2 9

The Locality of Montacute

The Montacute locality in the 1880s continued to be primarily occupied by large
pastoral estates. However increasingly, the estates were divided and planted with
orchards. In 1893 Hallack noted the presence of Wigzell's nursery that contained
65,000 trees and 50,000 vines and was only a year old.
The Montacute locality was without doubt aided in its development by the construction
of roads. Hallack recorded that Corkscrew road, linking Montacute to Castambul had
recently been built. After his visit, a road linking Ashton to Marble Hill and then
Montacute was constructed, making the Montacute area much more accessible to the
southern parts of East Torrens District Council area.
The Fifth Creek locality was more intensively settled and planted. The upper reaches of
the creek continued to be used for vegetable and fruit tree growing, often with water
pumped from the creek to irrigate the land.
By 1893 the residents of Fifth Creek and Montacute were served by a new primary
school (built in 1883), St. Paul's Anglican Church (built 1886), the Wesleyan Chapel
and cemetery (built in 1861) and a post office. However the buildings were dispersed
throughout the area, there was no cluster to form a township.
At the turn of the century, a general store and post office was opened, followed by a
church hall in 1905 and an institute in 1907. The institute building was the focal point
of the locality's social events with dances, societies and club meetings being held in the
building for many years.
In addition to the fruit growing (and associated industries i.e. Mr. AA Trebilcock's jammaking concern) and vegetable gardens there was a considerable amount of mining
done in the area in 1893. Alluvial and drift gold had been discovered at the head of
Fifth Creek and worked by miners who found reasonable quantities. Mr. AT Stainbank
owned the Fifth Creek Central Silver and Copper Mining Company, who only ceased
operating due to problems associated with water in the tunnels. In addition, the area
had a quarry, located near Black Hill.
By the time ofHallack's visit in 1893, the only estate he thought fit to mention was that
of the Fox family, a large holding of leased and privately held land on the banks of Fifth
Creek known as 'Marybank'.
The Localities of Cherryville and Marble Hill

Cherryville, not named until about 1892, continued to be primarily used as market
gardening and pastoral land in the 1880s. The locality previously known as Adam's
Range, near what had been the Pound, was subdivided into farms and gardens in the
1880s. The Bungay family were and still are residents ofthis locality and Hallack visited
their properties. Fruit trees, citrus trees and vegetables were favoured in this area in
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1893, however, as suggested by the name, the soil and climate favoured the growth of
cherry trees.
Soon after Hallack's visit, in 1896, the Marble Hill Blocks were created. Part of the
Government Reserve at Marble Hill was divided into 34 blocks (generally
approximately 20 acres) and offered for lease. It was intended that the 'blockers', as
they became known, would work on other growers' properties whilst establishing their
own. Often the blocks were taken up by locals rather than new families. In the early
years, making a living from this land was very difficult as it was isolated, uncleared and
rugged. Slowly the land was cleared and some of the blocks became productive
gardens and cherry orchards. By the 1920s, all blocks were tenanted and planted
mainly with fiuit trees.
By the mid 1890s, the area had a Baptist Church and the Cherryville Primary School
had reopened as the Marble Hill School.

The Locality of Black Hill
The Black Hill area in the 1880s and 1890s, remained largely uncleared pastoral land
held in large estates. It was and still is sparsely populated.

The Locality of Castambul
After Price Maurice's death, his pastoral holdings in this locality ceased. Part of the
land was resumed by the Government under the Closer Settlement Act of 1897. The
land was subdivided into large blocks, leased and later purchased by small holders.

2.5

The Present Day - The Period from 1940 Onwards
General
The period of 1940 to the present day has been one of great change for the East
Torrens area. For the growers, the traditional occupants of the area, times have been
hard, although at the beginning of the period the future looked rosy. The economics of
growing fiuit and vegetables have forced growers to abandon the more marginal land
and to concentrate on growing only a few varieties of fruit and/or vegetables as
opposed to the many they once grew. Some growers have been forced to leave the
area even with the development and use of tractors, herbicides, weedicides and
Controlled Atmosphere storage conditions for fiuit.
In some parts, the change in what was grown and where was forced by environmental
factors outside the control of the growers. During the period of 1940 to the present
day, the area has suffered two devastating bushfires and several floods, the most recent
flood (occurring in 1993) was probably the most severe. East Torrens has always been
prone to bushfires and there have been several serious fires occurring in the area prior
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to the period in question. However, the most recent big fires (1955 and 1983) have
been very damaging, no doubt in part due to the increased level of development that has
occurred in the intervening period. As a result of the 1955 fire, some orchardists
simply did not replant marginal orchard land. It was judged to be not worth it.
Although many of the descendants of the first European settlers of the land remain, the
period has been an exodus of some and an influx of new residents - immigrants to
Australia, mostly from Italy. These families first moved into the area prior to 1920 and
increasingly in the later years of the twentieth century. While they have added to the
cultural diversity of the area, surprisingly they have not dramatically altered the nature
of the produce grown and the methods used to grow it or the social and architectural
face of East Torrens. It would appear that this is because the newer market gardeners
and orchardists bought into well established properties and continued where others had
left off
Whilst it would be fair to say that although some growers have left the district, many
new and older growers remained and have continued the traditional European use ofthe
land.
This period has also seen new uses of the land created and previously abandoned ones
revived. The area has a thriving wholesale and retail nursery industry, a spring water
industry, quarrying industry and recently, an influx in the growing of wine grapes.
Increasingly, East Torrens has come under pressure from new factors, namely; the
spread of the suburbs of Adelaide creeping inexorably onwards and outwards and the
demand for hobby farms . To a degree East Torrens has responded as much as it can.
The suburbs ofTeringie, Woodforde, Auldana and Skye absorb the western land area of
Council. The Hills Face Zone protects the adjoining land and the questions of water
pollution and quality in the remainder of the area, a major water catchment area for
suburban Adelaide, will act to stifle some development pressure. The District Council
has also taken a stance, forbidding further subdivisions of the land parcels.
Nevertheless, the pressure from hobby farmers, if not suburban dwellers, is set to
mcrease.
As a result of the economic fortunes of the growers and the attitudes to more intensive
development in the area, the townships of East Torrens have grown only very slowly
during this period. The area has few public utilities and services and remains a quiet,
scenically beautiful area with a rural feeling and quality of life treasured by its
inhabitants. It seems far away from Adelaide, although it is, in fact, perilously close.

The Use of the Land
The first of the changes to so profoundly influence the growers in the area was the
common adoption and usage of machines, principally trucks and tractors. Tractors
began to be used in South Australia early in the century. By the late 1920s and 1930s,
kerosene driven tractors were replacing horse teams, made more attractive by the fact
that pneumatic tyres had replaced the steel wheels that so often became bogged in the
soft ground ofEast Torrens' vegetable gardens. Kerosene driven tractors were replaced
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by diesel driven tractors by the commencement of the Second World War. Light
garden tractors were favoured for orchard use and with the development of the powertake-off shaft and hydraulics, the use of the tractor for clearing land, tillage, rotary
hoeing and spraying was universally accepted in the area.
Another significant change is associated with the development of chemicals in the form
of herbicides (and later selective herbicides) and pesticides. It is clear from the
magazine The Grower, the official organ of the South Australian Fruit Growers' and
Market Gardeners' Association, that by the time of its first issue in July 1946, chemicals
such as the pesticide DDT, a range of fungicides and general herbicides were available
and being used. It is noted that selective herbicides, poisons to kill selective plants were
being researched. The development of these chemicals seemed to magically solve some
of the problems of the grower. The days of hand weeding rows of vegetables and
orchards were over. The enormous pest problem, such as codlin moth so frequently
commented on by Hallack in the 1890s was solved with the use pesticides such as lead
arsenate. The fungal diseases experienced in Hallack's time were also cured by the
fungicides developed later. The irrigation ofthe orchards came into common use in the
mid 1950s and this irrigation together with chemical fertilisers had their effects. With
such advancements, it is no wonder that the growers saw the future as a time of
prosperity and the easing of the hard physical work that once accompanied this
occupation.
In addition to these developments , the storage of fruit in controlled atmosphere (CA)
conditions was also introduced. Research into this subject area had commenced in the
USA in the late 1920s and what was discovered regarding the importance of respiration
and particularly ethylene gas in the ripening and ageing process, lead to providing an
atmosphere that coupled with refrigerated storage, extended the life of fruit. It was
found that if the oxygen level was kept at 5% and the carbon dioxide level between 1
and 3%, the life of fruit can be extended by long periods. Australian experiments using
CA were first conducted in Melbourne at the Government Cold Stores in 193 5 by the
Victorian Government. In 1947, an article in The Grower, explaining the science
behind the process was presented to the readers and one can only assume that CA
storage conditions were introduced to South Australia soon after.
In the late 1940s, the need for a cold store at Ashton was first discussed. When built,
the Ashton Cold Stores were by no means the first to be constructed in the fruit
growing areas ofthe Adelaide Hills. The Lenswood Cold Stores were opened in 1934.
Those at Cudlee Creek were opened in 1922 and at Kersbrook and Balhannah
beforehand. Others existed in the city, at Mile End, at Blackwood and there were many
privately operated stores.
When Controlled Atmosphere conditions for fruit storage were coupled with cold
storage, the effect on what the growers produced was enormous. The growers were
able to concentrate on growing just two or three varieties of the most popular fruit that
could be stored for long periods, in the certain knowledge that the fruit would be able
to be released from storage, ripen and be sold throughout the year. As a result, the old
practices of growing many varieties for harvest and sale consecutively ceased.
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