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HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION SHEET 
south 
Aus.tralian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

. ITEM NAME: Former Council Chambers 

Former or other 

DESCRIPTION: This small bluestone building has red brick 
quoins, window surrounds and a decorative brick parapet to 
the front gable. 

HISTORICAL SUMMARY: The allotmen·t was set aside for 
Council purposes in February 1879 and the building was 
completed for use by Council in August 1879. The building 
work was by George Coote, mason and J.W. Freeman, carpenter. 
Renovation work was undertaken in 1920 and electric lights 
installed in 1932. 
With the amalgamation of the District Council of Port Elliot, 
the Corporation of Port Elliot and the Corporation of Goolwa 
in May 1932, Council activities were transferred to Goolwa. 
The building remained in us.e for other Council purposes. 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE: This was Port Elliot's first and 
only purpose-built Council chamber and offices. Its small 
scale and well preserved condition have established it as a 
notable landmark in the historical centre of the town. 

REFERENCES 
Noack et al., p. 48 

PROJECT 
HERITAGE SURVEY REGION 4 

Item Ref. No. 

Office Use 
ITEM No. 
DOCKET No. 

102 

LOCATION 
Address 

Town 
Postcode 
Section 
Hundred 

The Strand 
Port Elliot 

Goolwa 

County 
L.G.A. Pt.Elliot & Goolwa 

S.H.P. Region 4 
A.M.G. Ref. 6626-IV 

SUBJECT 

USE 

PERIOD 
State 

3.3 

Study Area 

1862-80 

TYPE OF ITEM 
LAND Natural feature 

Historical site 
Historical Gdn. 

BUILDING 
STRUCTURE 

D 
D 
D 
IX] 
D 

Verbal PHYSICAL CONDITION 
Archival photographs Tolley, p. 40 (1890) 

PHOTOGRAPH Film No. 1210 Negative No. 2 STATUS 
Reg. of State Her. Items 

Reg. 0 Interim LD 
Nominated 

National Estate 
Reg. D Proposed L 0 

National Trust 
CL D RL I1L] FileD 

Other 

D 
D 

LAND TITLE 

RECOMMENDATION 

(A) State []IT (B) LocalO 

PREPARED BY 
HERITAGE INVESTIGATIONS 
AND HISTORICAL 
PTY LTD 
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South 
Aus.tr alian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION SHEET 

ITEM NAME: Former Institute & Library 

Former or other 

DESCRIPTION: This massive stone and brick building was con­
structed in several stages. The imposing classical facade 
of the first stage is of particular note. 

HISTORICAL SUMMARY: The first building, erected by George 
Coote in 1880 at a cost of 430 pounds, comprised a large room 
20 x 12 feet and two smaller rooms. Provision was made on the 
site for the later erection of a hall. The formal opening of 
the reading room, library and committee room was celebrated 
on 15 October 1880 in the Assembly Room at the old Port 
Elliot Hotel. 
The granite cornerstone of the hall building was laid by Miss 
Emily Chambers on 28th September 1882 and work in the hall, 
60 x 28 feet, continued under the hand of mason Coote and 
carpenter A. Oliver. The building was designed by Samuel 
Trigg of Port Elliot "somewhat after the style of the Court 
House". 
An additional room was added in 1905 but extensive additions 
including the large hall, additions to the library, billiard 
room, supper room and basement, were built by L.L. Brittain 
in 1927 at a cost of 3,573 pounds. The foundation stone of 
this work was laid by the Premier, Hon. R.D. Butler on 
16th July 1927. 

PROJECT 
HERITAGE SURVEY REGION 4 

Item Ref. No. 

Office Use 
ITEM No. 
DOCKET No. 

LOCATION 

103 

Address The Strand 

Town 
Postcode 

Pt. Elliot 

Section 
Hundred Goolwa 
County 
L.G.A. Pt.Elliot & Goolwa 
S.H.P. Region 4 
A.M.G. Ref. 6626-IV 

SUBJECT 
2.6 

USE 

PERIOD 
State 

The building, with minor alterations, still functions as town Study Area 
hall and library. 

1862-80 
1920-present 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE: The Institute movement was a dominant 
social force throughout the State and led to the erection of 
many fine buildings. Prominently sited in the town, this, 
building well represents the Movement and its involvement in 
the community. 

REFERENCES 
Noack et al., p.47 

Verbal 
Archival photographs 

PHOTOGRAPH Film No. 1210 Negative No. 1 

+--------------------------
TYPE OF ITEM 
LAND Natural feature 

Historical site 
Historical Gdn. 

BUILDING 
STRUCTURE 
PHYSICAL CONDITION 

STATUS 

D 
D 
D 
[iJ 
D 

Reg. of State Her. Items 
Reg. 0 Interim LU 
Nominated 

National Estate 
Reg. D Proposed L D 

National Trust 
CL D RL [XI FileD 

Other 

LAND TITLE 
C.T. 4150/380 

RECOMMENDATION 

D 
D 

(A) State[]J(B) Local[:] 

PREPARED BY 
HERITAGE INVESTIGATIONS 
AND HISTORICAL CONSULTANT 
PTY LTD 198 
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HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION SHEET 
South 
Aus.tralian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

. ITEM NAME: Former Court House Complex 

Former or other R.S.L. Club Rooms 

DESCRIPTION: The fine building is constructed of bluestone 
with decorative, rendered quoins and porch and is sited on a 
prominent corner in the historical centre of the town. The 
stone outbuildings and walls are also of interest. 

HISTORICAL SUMMARY: The first Court House on the site was 
built in 1855 by James Shaw Harding at a cost of !255. It 
was a room 16 x 20 feet, in similar style to the adjoining 
Police Station through which entry was made to the' Court 
House. In July 1855, local residents held a luncheon in the 
new building for the Governor who was visiting the district. 
This building was replaced by the.present larger one in 1866, 
built to the design of the Colonial Architect by William Bak 
at a cost of £1,629. It was occupied in February 1867 and 
functioned as a Court House until 1960 when the R.S.L. took 
it over for use as a Club Room. 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE: The complex is a fine example of 
the courthouses which were undertaken by the Adelaide 
authorities from the earliest period and which were extended 
and replaced during the 1860s. 

REFERENCES 

Noack et al., p.47 
Tolley, p. 29 

Verbal 
Archival photographs 

PHOTOGRAPH Film No. 1209 Negative No. 15 

PROJECT 
HERITAGE SURVEY REGION 4 

Item Ref. No. 105 

Office Use 
ITEM No. 
DOCKET No. 

LOCATION 
Address The Strand 

Town 
Postcode 

Port Elliot 

Section 
Hundred Goolwa 
County 
L.G.A. Pt.Elliot & Goolwa 
S.H.P. Region 4 
A.M.G. Ref. 6626-IV 

SUBJECT 

USE 

PERIOD 
State 

3.5 

Study Area 

1862-80 

TYPE OF ITEM 
LAND Natural feature D 

Historical site D 
Historical Gdn. c=J 

BUILDING [}0 
STRUCTURE (:] 
PHYSICAL CONDITION 

STATUS 
Reg. of State Her. Items 

Reg. [!] Interim L 0 
Nominated 

National Estate 
Reg. IJi] Proposed L D 

National Trust 
CL m RL D FileD 

Other 
D 
D 

LAND TITLE 

C.T. 3584/180 

RECOMMENDATION 

(A) State~(B) LocalD 

PREPARED BY 
HERITAGE INVESTIGATIONS 
AND HISTORICAL CONSULTANT 
PTY LTD 198 
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HERITAGE SURVEY PROJECT 
HERITAGE SURVEY REGION 4 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION SHEET Item Ref. No. 106 
South 
Aus.tr alian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

. ITEM NAME: 

Former or other 

Former Police Station Complex Office Use 
ITEM No. 
DOCKET No. 

DESCRIPTION: This substantial building of limestone and 
local red brick retains many of its early structural features 
including multi-paned casement windows and original doors. 
The bluestone stables were later additions and the original 
roof was replaced with galvanized iron in 1869. 

HISTORICAL SUMMARY: The original structure, costing~l90 and 
erected by Thomas Jones, consisted of two rooms, a lock-up 
and basic stables on the site selected by Police Commissioner 
Alexander Tolmer. That first Station was occupied in December 
1853 by two constables followed soon afterwards by a mounted 
constable and a police corporal. Improvements were made to 

LOCATION 
Address 

Town 
Postcode 
Section 
Hundred 
County 

1 Young St., 
Port Elliot 

Goolwa 

L.G.A. Pt.Elliot & Goolwa 
S.H.P. Region 4 
A.M.G. Ref. 6626-IV 

the buildings and grounds in 1854 and 1855 as the buildingwa ~------------------------­
also used as the Local Court and the Council office. A Local 
Court of limited jurisdiction for_ Goolwa and Port Elliot was 
proclaimed in Januray 1854 with Buxton Forbes Laurie as 
Magistrate. As Laurie was also Clerk of the newly-formed Dis­
trict Council of Encounter Bay, he found it convenient to use 
the same office. The first Council meetings were also held in 

SUBJECT 

USE 

3.5 

the building. Court sessions continued to be held in the -~--~---------------------

Police Station until erection of a separate Court House in1855 
Extensive additions were made to the Station in 1858. 
The Police Station building was vacated by the Police Depart-
ment in 1960 and is now used as a residence. The former 
Police Stables are now the Guide Hall. 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE: Dating from the earliest period of 

PERIOD 
State 

Study Area 

1836-61 

Port Elliot, this complex has many valuable associations with TYPE OF ITEM 

~-th __ e __ t_o_wn __ '_s __ s_o_c_i_a_l_, __ l_e_g_a_l ___ a_n_d __ m_u_n_i_c_i_p_a_l __ d_e_v_e_l_o_p_m_e_n_t __ . ________ --4 LAND Natural feature D 
D 
D 
[X] 

REFERENCES 
Noack et al., p.46 
S.A. Archives 871 Colonial Architect Outgoing Letter Book 
National Trust 371 
Verbal 
Archival photographs 

PHOTOGRAPH Film No. 1209 Negative No. 14 

Historical site 
Historical Gdn. 

BUILDING 
STRUCTURE 
PHYSICAL CONDITION 

STATUS 

D 

Reg. of State Her. Items 
Reg. [KJ Interim L D 
Nominated 

National Estate 
Reg. GO Proposed L D 

National Trust 
CL rn RL D FileD 

Other 

LAND TITLE 

C.T. 3584/179 

RECOMMENDATION 

D 
D 

(A) State[}U(B) Local[:] 

PREPARED BY 
HERITAGE INVESTIGATIONS 
AND HISTORICAL CONSULTANT; 
PTY LTD 198~ 



South 
Australian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION 

ITEM NAME: House 

SHEET 

Former or other "Cove Cottage" 

DESCRIPTION: The small house, built of travertine limestone 
with red brick quoins is well maintained and contributes to 
the historic streetscape of the Strand. 

HISTORICAL SUMMARY: Previously known as "Cove Cottage" (a 
name which is now used for the cottage next door) this res­
idence was the place in which Simpson Newland wrote his well­
known novel, Paving the Way. A romance of the Australian Bus~ 
which was first published in 1893. Newland was a leading 
member of South Australian society, a former pastoralist on 
the River Darling, and represented Encounter Bay in the House 
of Assembly from 1881 to 1887, during which time he was 
Treasurer in the Downer Ministry of 1885-6. The house itself 
probably dates from the early 1880s. 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE: The Newland family had strong 
connections with the region (Simpson's father, the Rev. 
Ridgway was founder of "Yilki"), and the novel Paving the 
Way continues to be highly regarded and recommended by the 
local population. "Cove Cottage"- is an attractive building 
with strong historical and literary associations. 

REFERENCES 

Noack et al., p. 54 
warburton, E. The Paddocks Beneath (1981) pp.10-11 

Verbal L. Pomery, 1985 
Archival photographs 

PHOTOGRAPH Film No. 1210 Negative No. 12 

PROJECT 
HERITAGE SURVEY REGION 4 

Item Ref. No. 116 

Office Use 
ITEM No. 
DOCKET No. 

LOCATION 

Address 5 The Strand 

Town Port E11iot 

Postcode 
Section 
Hundred Goolwa 
County 
L.G.A. Pt.Elliot & Goo1wa 
S.H.P. Region 4 
A.M.G. Ref. 6626-IV 

SUBJECT 

USE 

PERIOD 
State 

2.1 

Study Area 

1881-1919 

TYPE OF ITEM 
LAND Natural feature 

Historical site 
Historical Gdn. 

BUILDING 
STRUCTURE 
PHYSICAL CONDITION 

STATUS 

D 
D 
D 
m 
D 

Reg. of State Her. Items 
Reg. D Interim LD 
Nominated 

National Estate 
Reg. D Proposed L D 

National Trust 
CL D RL D FileD 

Other 

LAND TITLE 

C.T. 2771/134 

RECOMMENDATION 

D 
D 

(A) State[]](B) Locale=] 

PREPARED BY 
HERITAGE INVESTIGATIONS 
AND HISTORICAL CONSULTANT; 
PTY LTD 198~ 
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South 
Aus.tr alian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION 

ITEM NAME: Obelisk 

Former·or other 

SHEET 

DESCRIPTION: The stone obelisk is eight metres high and is 
mounted on a square base. It has been rendered and painted 
and is a prominent landmark. 

HISTORICAL SUMMARY: When the Port Elliot site was decided 
upon by the Government as the sea-port for the new River 
Murray trade, the obelisk was one of the first structures 
erected, in 1852, the year the town was surveyed. It was 
built by William Rogers on Freeman's Nob as a guide to 
shipping about to enter Horseshoe Bay. Freeman's Nob was 
previously used by whalers as a vantage point and impressed 
Captain Lipson as the suitable site for a beacon. The obelisk 
was designed to be visible for 10 miles and a blue flag was 
flown on days when the channel between the Nob and Pullen's 
Point was unsafe for shipping. 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE: This prominent structure, clearly 
visible from land and sea, is of great significance as one 
of a series of public works which were undertaken to 
establish a sea-port as the outlet for the anticipated 
massive River Murray trade. 

REFERENCES 
Noack et al., pp. 5, 44-45 
Toiley p.34 

Verbal 
Archival photographs Tolley, p.41 (1910) 

PHOTOGRAPH Film No. 1209 Negative No. 11 

PROJECT 
HERITAGE SURVEY REGION 4 

Item Ref. No. 121 

Office Use 
ITEM No. 
DOCKET No. 

LOCATION 
Address Freeman's Nob 

Town Port Elliot 
Postcode 
Section 
Hundred Goolwa 
County 
L.G.A. Pt.Elliot & Goolwa 
S.H.P. Region 4 
A.M.G. Ref. 6626-IV 

SUBJECT 

USE 

PERIOD 
State 

4.7 

Study Area 

1836-61 

TYPE OF ITEM 
LAND Natural feature D 

Historical site D 
Historical Gdn. D 

BUILDING D 
STRUCTURE (]] 
PHYSICAL CONDITION 

STATUS 
Reg. of State Her. Items 

Reg. [K1 Interim L D 
Nominated 

National Estate 
Reg. OIJ Proposed L D 

National Trust 
CL J20 RL D FileD 

Other 

Institution of Eng­
ineers Australia (SA) 

LAND TITLE 

RECOMMENDATION 

(A) State~(B) Local[:] 

PREPARED BY 
HERITAGE INVESTIGATIONS 
AND HISTORICAL CONSULTANT~ 
PTY LTD 198: 
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South 
Aus.tralian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION SHEET 

. ITEM NAME: Port Elliot Jetty and Sea 
Wall 

Former or other 

DESCRIPTION: This small timber jetty has been altered and 
repaired several times and is now about half the width of the 
original. It was rebuilt on the original piles in 1956. A 
granite rubble retaining sea wall supports the original rail­
way access way. 

HISTORICAL SUMMARY: Horseshoe Bay was charted in 1850 and th 
port proclaimed in 1851, intended as the sea-port for the new 
River Murray trade. 
In March 1850, R.T. Hill, a surveyor with the Harbour Commis 
ion, prepared initial estimates of cost of erecting a jetty 
at Horseshoe Bay and design drawings were prepared by W. 
Bennett Hayes, Colonial Architect. Work commenced in 1851 
with William Rogers as Superintendent. 
The original jetty, completed in 1852, was 100 feet in 

PROJECT 
HERITAGE SURVEY REGION 4 

Item Ref. No. 122 

Office Use 
ITEM No. 
DOCKET No. 

LOCATION . . 
dd 

ProJeCtlng into 
A ress 

Horseshoe Bay 
Town Port Elliot 
Postcode 
Section 
Hundred Goolwa 
County 
L.G.A. Pt.Elliot & Goolwa 
S.H.P. Region 4 
A.M.G. Ref. 6626-IV 
54 28990 606500 

SUBJECT 

4.7 
length. T~e depth of water at the end was 6 feet; thereforer-------------------------­
cargo had to be carried out to ships in lighters. Later, a USE 
1! ton capacity crane was erected at the end of the jetty. 
In 1853, a water supply was connected to the jetty by a 2-inc 
cast iron pipe and ships casks could be filled through a ~P-E_R_I_O_D __________________ __ 

stopcock and hose-pipe. In the twelve months following the 
State opening of the tramway in 1854, the jetty saw the export of 

5,510 bales of wool and 5,266 bags of wheat. 

REFERENCES 

Noack et al., pp. 5, 42 
Tolley, p. 34 

Verbal (Tolley, p.41 (1890) 

PTO 

Archival photographs (Goolwa Museum; DMH (drawings) 

PHOTOGRAPH Film No. 1209 Negative No. 12 

c~l"f'. ,., 

Study Area 

1836-61 

TYPE OF ITEM 
LAND Natural feature D 

Historical site 0 
Historical Gdn. D 

BUILDING D 
STRUCTURE ~ 
PHYSICAL CONDITION 

STATUS 
Reg. of State Her. Items 

Reg. D Interim LD 
Nominated[K} 

National Estate 
Reg. D Proposed L D 

National Trust 
CL D RL D File[i] 

Other 
Institution of Eng- [KJ 
ineers Australia (SA)c:] 

LAND TI'l:LE 

RECOMMENDATION 

(A) State[X](B) Locale=] 

PREPARED BY 
HERITAGE INVESTIGATIONS 
AND HISTORICAL CONSULTANT~ 
PTY LTD 198.: 



HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE: The jetty is of great significance 
as a major component in the series of public works which 
were undertaken to establish a sea-port as the outlet for 
the anticipated massive River Murray trade. The jetty was 
the first improvement commenced. Despite the transfer of 
the port's role to Victor Harbor in later years, the 
jetty remained an important feature of Port Elliot as its 
tourism role expanded. 

PROJECT 
HERITAGE SURVEY REGION 

Item Ref. No. 122 

L.G.A. 

Port Elliot and Goolwa 

Film No. 
Negative No. 

Film No. 225 
Negative No. 3 

Film No. 
Negative No. 

224 
8 

4 
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HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION SHEET 
South 
Australian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

ITEM NAME: Breakwater and Quarry 

Former or other 

DESCRIPTION: The breakwater is a substantial granite rubble 
.construction extending into Horseshoe Bay from the base of 
the granite quarry at Freeman's Nob. 

HISTORICAL SUMMARY: In 1852, 10,000 pounds was appropriated 
from the Land Fund for a breakwater designed to run from Free 
man's Nob toward the western end of Pullen Island. The 
Colonial Architect, w. Bennett Hayes reported in July 1852 
that preparations were under way to commence work. Buxton 
Forbes Laurie was made Superintendent of the Works in 1853 
following his successful use of explosives on clearing the 
Port River. By the middle of that year, about 50 men were 
working at the site and 40 yards were completed, the granite 
blocks having been carried by wagons on a small railway fro~ 
a quarry located on the side of Freeman's Nob at the rear of 
the breakwater. The power for the railway wagons was 
provided by the beam engine now at Goolwa. 
Work proceeded for the next three years but ceased after the 
severe storms of 1856 which damaged the breakwater, which 
was never repaired. The failure of the breakwater was re­
membered and corrected when the structure at Granite Island 
was built. 

REFERENCES 

Noack et al., pp. 43, 44 
Tolley, pp. 43-45 

Verbal 

PTO 

Archival photographs Tolley, p.41 (1890) 

PHOTOGRAPH Film No. 1209 Negative No. 9 

PROJECT 
HERITAGE SURVEY REGION 4 

Item Ref. No. 123 

Office Use 
ITEM No. 
DOCKET No. 

LOCATION 
Address 

Town Port Elliot 
Postcode 
Section 
Hundred Goolwa 
County 
L.G.A. Pt.Elliot & Goolwa 

S.H.P. Region 4 
A.M.G. Ref. 6626-IV 

54 29000 606480 

SUBJECT 4.2 

4.7 

USE 

PERIOD 
State 

Study Area 

1836-61 

TYPE OF ITEM 
LAND Natural feature 

Historical site 
Historical Gdn. 

BUILDING 
STRUCTURE 
PHYSICAL CONDITION 

STATUS 

D 
D 
D 
D 
[!] 

Reg. of State Her. Items 
Reg. D Interim LD 
Nominated 

National Estate 
Reg. D Proposed L D 

National Trust 
CL D RL D FileEJ 

Other 
Institution of Eng- UlJ 
ineers Australia (SA) D 

LAND TITLE 

RECOMMENDATION 

(A) Statc[XJ(B) LocalD 

PREPARED BY 
HERITAGE INVESTIGATIONS 
AND HISTORICAL CONSULTANT~ 
PTY LTD 198~ 



PROJECT 
HERITAGE SURVEY REGION 4 

Item Ref. No. 123 

L.G.A. 

Port Elliot and Goolwa 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE: The quarry and breakwater are 
relics of the extensive public works undertaken by the 

Government to establish Port Elliot as the sea outlet for 
the new Murray trade. The breakwater's failure to avert 
the damage done to ships by heavy seas was a major factor 
in the end of Port Elliot's life as a port and the transfer 
to Victor Harbor in 1864. The structure remains a 1---------------1 
significant feature protruding into Horseshoe Bay. 

Film No. 
Negative No. 

Film No. 
Negative No. 

Film No. 
Negative No. 

1209 
10 

1209 
8 
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South 
Australian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION 

. ITEM NAME: Horseshoe Bay 

Former or other 

SHEET 

DESCRIPTION: The small bay, approximately 500 metres across 
its entrance, is enclosed by low granite cliffs with a wide, 
sandy beach. 

HISTORICAL SUMMARY: The area of Horseshoe Bay was proclaimed 
a port on 28th August 1851 following Thoma~ Lipson's survey 
of the proposed anchorage. In 1851, two moorings capable of 
holding large vessels were laid down in the Bay at a cost of 
982 pounds. In the following years many ships entered the Bay 
including 19 in 1853, 52 in 1854, 85 in 1855 and 79 in 1856. 
However, 1856 saw several severe storms which wrecked or 
stranded 5 ships including the schooner Commodore. The dis­
advantages of the Bay as a harbour were apparent and in 1865, 

PROJECT 
HERITAGE SURVEY REGION 

Item Ref. No. 124 

Office Use 
ITEM No. 
DOCKET No. 

LOCATION 
Address 

Town Port Elliot 
Postcode 
Section 
Hundred Goolwa 
County 

.4 

L.G.A. Pt.Elliot & Goolwa 
S.H.P. Region 4 
A.M.G. Ref. 6626-IV 
54 29020 606500 

only one ship visited the harbour. The port was closed in r-S-U_B_JE __ C_T----1-.-l------------~ 
the following year. 
However, the beauty of Horseshoe Bay has remained to fasci~ 4 · 7 

several generations of residents and holiday makers. 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE: A controversial choice for a port, 
Horseshoe Bay has been the scene of much commercial activity 
compressed into little more than a decade, and of many ship­
wrecks. It also holds significant relics of the town's port 
heritage area (see Items 122, 123 and 125). 
Its economic contribution to Port Elliot has continued with 
its attraction for the growing tourist trade which became 
a major industry in the region. 

REFERENCES 

Noack et al., p. 43 

Verbal (DMH (drawings); 
Archival photographs (Tolley, p.41 (1890), p.42 (1920) 

PHOTOGRAPH Film No. 1209 Negative No. 13 

~------------------------~ 
USE 

PERIOD 
State 

Study Area 1836-61 
1920-present 

TYPE OF ITEM 
LAND Natural feature 

Historical site 
Historical Gdn. 

BUILDING 
ST-RUCTURE 
PHYSICAL CONDITION 

STATUS 

[]] 
D 
D 
D 
D 

Reg. of State Her. Items 
Reg. D Interim LD 
Nominated 

National Estate 
Reg. D Proposed L D 

National Trust 
CL D RL 0 FileD 

Other 

D 
D 

LAND TITLE 

RECOMMENDATION 

(A) StateQQ(B) LocalO 

PREPARED BY 
HERITAGE INVESTIGATIONS 
AND HISTORICAL CONSULTANT!: 
PTY LTD 198.: 
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South 
Aus.tralian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION 

ITEM NAME: Pullen Island 

Former or other 

SHEET 

DESCRIPTION: Lying approximately 400 metres off Freeman's 
Nob, this small granite island is an attractive feature 
of Horseshoe Bay. 

HISTORICAL SUMMARY: Originally called Lipson Island, this 
was renamed to honour W.J.S. Pullen, the Colonial Marine 
Surveyor. The island provides the main shelter for Horseshoe 
Bay from the strong southerly winds and was an important 
factor in the selection of the Bay as a harbour. It now 
provides a close, o~f-shore haven for seabirds and was 
declared a Conservation Park in 1967. 

PROJECT 
HERITAGE SURVEY REGION 4 

Item Ref. No. 

Office Use 
ITEM No. 
DOCKET No. 

LOCATION 
Address 

125 

Town Port Elliot 
Postcode 
Section 
Hundred Goolwa 
County 
L.G.A. Pt.Elliot & Goolwa 
S.H.P. Region 4 
A.M.G. Ref. 6626-IV 

54 29060 606470 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE: The protection apparently offered SUBJECT 
1.1 
4.7 by Pullen Island helped to decide the selection of Horseshoe 

Bay as the site for Port Elliot. Hence, apart from its 
significance as a major natural feature, the island has great USE 
historical significance also. 

REFERENCES 

Noack et al. p.44 
Tolley, p. 34 

Verbal 
Archival photographs 

PHOTOGRAPH Film No. · 1209 Negative No. 8 

PERIOD 
State 

Study Area 

1836-61 

TYPE OF ITEM 
LAND Natural feature I1L] 

Historical site 0 
Historical Gdn. c:J 

BUILDING D 
STRUCTURE c:J 
PHYSICAL CONDITION 

STATUS 
Reg. of State Her. Items 

Reg. D Interim LD 
Nominated 

National Estate 
Reg. D Proposed L D 

National Trust 
CL D RL D FileD 

Other 

LAND TITLE 

RECOMMENDATION 

c:J 
D 

(A) StateO[J(B) LocalO 

PREPARED BY 
HERITAGE INVESTIGATIONS 

D HISTORICAL CONSULTANT: 
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South 
Aus.tr alian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION SHEET 

. ITEM NAME: "Mindacowie" Guest House 

Former or other 

DESCRIPTION: A landmark at the western end of the town,this 
characteristic two storied limestone and brick building has 
a balcony and verandah and remains largely in good original 
condition. 

HISTORICAL SUMMARY: By the turn of the century the South 
Coast had become a major tourist attraction. "Mindacowie" 
was erected in 1911 by John Abbott as a guest house for his 
sisters, the Misses Abbott. It has continued in that use to 
this day. 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE: "Mindacowie" amply reflects the 
significance the South Coast towns had assumed as tourist 
resorts by the turn of the century, its original function as 
a guest house continuing as the tourist trade increased 
during the twentieth century. It is also an excellent 
example of its type. 

REFERENCES 

Noack et al., p.68 

Verbal 
Archival photographs 

PHOTOGRAPH Film No. 1216 Negative No. 3 

PROJECT 
HERITAGE SURVEY REGION .4 

Item Ref. No. 128 

Office Use 
ITEM No. 
DOCKET No. 

LOCATION 
Address Goolwa Rd., 

Town 
Postcode 

Middle ton 

Section 
Hundred Gool wa 
County 
L.G.A. Pt.Elliot & Goolwa 
S.H.P. Region 4 
A.M.G. Ref. 6626-IV 

SUBJECT 

USE 

PERIOD 
State 

4.6 

Study Area 

1881-1919 

TYPE OF ITEM 
LAND Natural feature 

Historical site 
Historical Gdn. 

BUILDING 
STRUCTURE 
PHYSICAL CONDITION 

STATUS 

D 
D 
D 
DU 
D 

Reg. of State Her. Items 
Reg. 0 Interim LD 
Nominated 

National Estate 
Reg. D Proposed L 0 

National Trust 
CL D RL D FileD 

Other 

LAND TITLE 

C.T. 2236/18 

RECOMMENDATION 

D 
D 

(A) State~(B) Local[:] 

PREPARED BY 
HERITAGE INVESTIGATIONS 
AND HISTORICAL CONSULTANT~ 
PTY LTD 198~ 
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South 
Aus.tr alian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION 

. ITEM NAME: House 

Former or other 

SHEET 

DESCRIPTION: This low vernacular cottage has been rendered 
and painted but retains original small-paned casement 
windows and doors. 

HISTORICAL SUMMARY: Thomas Walker Higgins of "Higginsbrook" 
(see Item 46) first purchased this section in 1849, and had 
the area around the railway siding between Goolwa and Port 
Elliot surveyed and laid out as a town in October 1856. 
However, building had already started by then, with Limbert's 
store and Bowman's flour mill by 1855, when it was reported 
that there were already eight houses in the vicinity. It 
appears that this house was one of them, as Mr. Watson, an 
employee of the railway was an early owner, and the siding 
had been constructed and ready for use in September, 1854. 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE: As one of the oldest buildings in 
Middleton, the cottage is an attractive relic of the railway 
which provided the reason both for the town's initial 
development and later vicissitudes. 

REFERENCES 

Noack et al., p. 68 
Tolley, p.48 

Verbal 
Archival photographs 

PHOTOGRAPH Film No. 1216 Negative No. 4 

PROJECT 
HERITAGE SURVEY REGION .4 

Item Ref. No. 129 

Office Use 
ITEM No. 
DOCKET No. 

LOCATION 
Address 

Town 
Postcode 
Section 
Hundred 

37 Goolwa Rd., 
Middle ton 

Goolwa 

County 
L.G.A. Pt.Elliot & Goolwa 
S.H.P. Region 4 
A.M.G. Ref. 6626-IV 

SUBJECT 

USE 

PERIOD 
State 

Study Area 

2.2 

TYPE OF ITEM 
LAND Natural feature 

Historical site 
Historical Gdn. 

BUILDING 
STRUCTURE 
PHYSICAL CONDITION 

STATUS 

D 
D 
D 
m 
D 

Reg. of State Her. Items 
Reg. D Interim LD 
Nominated 

National Estate 
Reg. D Proposed L D 

National Trust 
. __ CL D RL D FileD 
Other 

LAND TITLE 

RECOMMENDATION 

(A) State[K}(B) Local[:] 

PREPARED BY 
HERITAGE INVESTIGATIONS 
AND HISTORICAL CONSULTANT~ 
PTY LTD 198: 
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South 
Aus.tralian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION 

. ITEM NAME: House 

SHEET 

Former or other Former Schoolmaster's 
House 

DESCRIPTION: This interesting low vernacular cottage 

contains half-paned casement windows. Its original wooden 

shingle roof has been replaced with galvanized iron. 

HISTORICAL SUMMARY: One of the earliest buildings in 

Middleton, the house was the home of the schoolmaster, 

Mr. Yates, in the 1860s. 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE: The house is a good example of the 

vernacular construction of the earliest period of the 

Middleton railway settlement. Its historical connection 

with the school next door reinforces its value. 

REFERENCES 

Noack et al. p.64 

Verbal 
Archival photographs 

PHOTOGRAPH Film No. 1216 Negative No. 9 

PROJECT 
HERITAGE SURVEY REGION 4 

Item Ref. No. 

Office Use 
ITEM No. 
DOCKET No. 

LOCATION 
Address Lot 16 

134 

William St. 
Town Middleton 
Postcode 
Section 
Hundred Goolwa 

County 
L.G.A. Pt.Elliot & Goolwa 
S.H.P. Region 4 
A.M.G. Ref. 6626-IV 

SUBJECT 

USE 

PERIOD 
State 

2.2 
2.6 

Study Area 

1836-51 

TYPE OF ITEM 
LAND Natural feature D 

Historical site D 
Historical Gdn. D 

BUILDING ~ 
STRUCTURE c=J 
PHYSICAL CONDITION 

STATUS 
Reg. of State Her. Items 

Reg. D Interim LO 
Nominated 

National Estate 
Reg. D Proposed L D 

National Trust 
CL D RL D FileD 

Other 

LAND TITLE 

C.T. 4192/33 

RECOMMENDATION 

D 
D 

(A) State[[](B) Local[:] 

PREPARED BY 
HERITAGE INVESTIGATIONS 
AND HISTORICAL CONSULTANT! 
PTY LTD 198! 
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South 
Aus.tralian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION 

ITEM NAME: Former School 

Former or other 

SHEET 

DESCRIPTION: This single roomed school building is con­
structed of rubble stone walling with local red brick quoins 
and semi-circular arched windows. The simple brick gable 
parapets are characteristic of this attractive type of 
small building . 

HISTORICAL SUMMARY: The first school was established in 
Middleton in 1856 under Charles Smith, and has continued 
since then, occupying different buildings along the way. 
This building was the second schoolroom in use, purpose-built 
by a later teacher, probably Mr. Yates next door, and first 
used in October 1869 as the venue for school examinations 
for fifty-nine students (supervised by several prominent 
townspeople!) 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE: The intimate scale of the single 
room, constructed entirely from local materials by the 
teacher, well represents the initiative and local involvement 
of communities in providing their public facilities during 
this period. The aesthetic appeal is reinforced by the 
former teacher's residence next door. 

REFERENCES 

Noack et al. p.64 
Tolley, p. 48 

Verbal 
Archival photographs 

PHOTOGRAPH Film No. 1216 Negative No. 10 

PROJECT 
HERITAGE SURVEY REGION 4 

Item Ref. No. 135 

Office Use 
ITEM No. 
DOCKET No. 

LOCATION 
Address William St., 

Town 
Postcode 

Middle ton 

Section 
Hundred Goolwa 
County 
L.G.A. Pt.Elliot & Goolwa 
S.H.P. Region 4 
A.M.G. Ref. 6626-IV 

SUBJECT 

USE 

PERIOD 
State 

2.6 

Study Area 

1862-80 

TYPE OF ITEM 
LAND Natural feature 

Historical site 
Historical Gdn. 

BUILDING 
STRUCTURE 
PHYSICAL CONDITION 

STATUS 

D 
D 
D 
IT! 
D 

Reg. of State Her. Items 
Reg. 0 Interim LD 
Nominated 

National Estate 
Reg. 0 Proposed L D 

National Trust 
CL 0 RL D File[B 

Other 

LAND TITLE 

. _<;::.T. 594/70 

RECOMMENDATION 

D 
D 

(A) State~(B) Local[:] 

PREPARED BY 
HERITAGE INVESTIGATIONS 
AND HISTORICAL CONSULTANT~ 
PTY LTD 198: 
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South 
Aus.tralian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION 

, ITEM NAME: Former Stables 
Former or other 

SHEET 

DESCRIPTION: These stone and local brick stables are 
distinctive for their unusual wooden ventilation louvres, 
which are adjusted by a wooden peg system. 

HISTORICAL SUMMARY: The stables formed part of the 
Middleton mill complex and would appear to date from 1855, 
the year in which the mill building itself was completed 
(see Former Mill, item no. 143). 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE: As part of the former mill complex, 
the stables have much historical value. They also 
contribute to the very attractive streetscape around 
Goolwa Road and Mill Terrace and reinforce the impact. of 
this highly significant heritage area. 

REFERENCES 

Noack et al. p. 61 

Verbal 
Archival photographs 

PHOTOGRAPH Film No. 1217 Negative No. 8 

PROJECT 
HERITAGE SURVEY REGION .4 

Item Ref. No. 

Office Use 
ITEM No. 
DOCKET No. 

141 

LOCATION 
Address 

Town 
Postcode 

Goolwa Rd., 
Middle ton 

Section 
Hundred Goolwa 
County 
L.G.A. Pt.Elliot & Goolwa 
S.H.P. Region 4 
A.M.G. Ref. 6626-IV 

SUBJECT 4 . 3 

USE 

PERIOD 
State 

Study Area 

1836-61 

TYPE OF ITEM 
LAND Natural feature D 

Historical site D 
Historical Gdn. D 

BUILDING ~ 
STRUCTURE c:J 
PHYSICAL CONDITION 

STATUS 
Reg. of State Her. Items 

Reg. D Interim L D 
Nominated 

National Estate 
Reg. D Proposed L D 

National Trust 
CL D RL D FileD 

Other 

LAND TITLE 

C.T. 4078/13 

RECOMMENDATION 

D 
D 

(A) State[]](B) Local[:] 

PREPARED BY 
HERITAGE INVESTIGATIONS 
AND HISTORICAL CONSULTANT~ 
PTY LTD 198: 



PROJECT 
HERITAGE SURVEY REGION 4 

Item Ref. No. 141 

L.G.A. 

Port Elliot and Goolwa 

Film No. 
Negative No. 

Film No.­
Negative No. 

Film No. 
Negative No. 

1217 
7 

1217 
9 
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South 
Aus.tralian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION 

. ITEM NAME: "Mill Cottage" 

Former or other 

SHEET 

DESCRIPTION: This attractive and quite substantial stone 
residence was originally the mill cottage, with extensive 
additions made during the working life of the mill, which 
towers over the cottage at the rear. It has been rendered 
and painted but retains some original shingle roofing under­
neath the galvanized iron. 

HISTORICAL SUMMARY: The original cottage was built in 1855 
at the same time as Bowman's Steam Flour Mill (see also 
item no. 143). It was the home of the proprietors during 
the operation of the mill. The large central room was also 
used for social and religious meetings. 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE: Apart from its important historical 
associations, the cottage stands at the entrance to a group 
of early buildings which in combination form a distinctive 
heritage character through their scale, design, relationship 
and use of local building materials. 

REFERENCES 

Noack et al., p.61 

Verbal 
Archival photographs Tolley, p.43 (1910) 

PHOTOGRAPH Film No. 1216 Negative No. 15 

·,, 
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PROJECT 
HERITAGE SURVEY REGION 4 

Item Ref. No. 142 

Office Use 
ITEM No. 
DOCKET No. 

LOCATION 
Address Goolwa Road, 

Middle ton 
Town 
Postcode 
Section 
Hundred Goolwa 
County 
L.G.A. Pt.Elliot & Goolwa 
S.H.P. Region 4 
A. M. G. Ref. 6626-IV 

SUBJECT 2 . 1 
4.3 

USE 

PERIOD 
State 

Study Area 

1836-61 

TYPE OF ITEM 
LAND Natural feature 

Historical site 
Historical Gdn. 

BUILDING 
STRUCTURE 
PHYSICAL CONDITION 

STATUS 

D 
D 
D 

B 

Reg. of State Her. Items 
Reg. 0 Interim LD 
Nominated 

National Estate 
Reg. D Proposed L D 

National Trust 
CL D RL D FileiJO 

Other 

LAND TITLE 

C.T. 3835/112 

RECOMMENDATION 

D 
D 

(A) State[[](B) Local[:] 

PREPARED BY 
HERITAGE INVESTIGATIONS 
~D HISTORICAL CONSULTANT~ 
PTY LTD 198~ 



South 
Aus.tr alian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION 

. ITEM NAME: Former Mill 

Former or other 

SHEET 

PROJECT 
HERITAGE SURVEY REGION 4 

Item Ref. No. 143 

Office Use 
ITEM No. 
DOCKET No. 

DESCRIPTION: This four storied bluestone mill building dom- LOCATION 
inates the Middleton skyline. Its quoins, parapets and window Address '11 MJ. Tee., 
surrounds are built of local Batson red brick. Distinctive 
features of the massive galvanized iron roof are two canti­
levered gantries also sheathed in galvanized iron. Also not­
able are the small paned horizontally sliding sash windows. 

HISTORICAL SUMN~RY: The Observer of 15 December 1855, 
reported: 

"The large and commodious Steam Flour Mill at Middleton 
is now completed and has added much to the appearance 
and importance of this rising township. The engine is 
an elegant piece of workmanship .•• and is the first, I 
believe to be erected in the colony upon the new 
expansive principle." 

The Steam Flour Mill was built in 1855 for Messrs. W. and A. 
Bowman. The chimney, which has since been demolished, was 
built of bluestone and bricks from the nearby Batson's Brick­
yard. The mill plant was driven by a 12 horsepower steam 
engine with a tubular type boiler. The engine was assembled 
by Messrs. Tuxford and installed by Josiah Oldfield. 
Large quantities of grain from nearby farms were milled 
by Bowman Brothers and flour was despatched up the River 
Murray by steamer and was exported from Port Elliot and 
Victor Harbor. 

REFERENCES 

Noack et al., pp. 60-1 
National Trust 358 

PTO 

Town Middleton 
Postcode 
Section 
Hundred Goolwa 
County 
L.G.A. Pt.El1iot & Goolwa 
S.H.P. Region 4 
A.M.G. Ref. 6626-IV 

SUBJECT 

USE 

PERIOD 
State 

4.3 

Study-Area 
1836-61 

TYPE OF ITEM 
LAND Natural feature 

Historical site 
Historical Gdn. 

BUILDING 
STRUCTURE 

D 
D 
D 
DU 
D 

Verbal PHYSICAL CONDITION 
Archival photographs Tolley, p.43 (1869, 1910) 

PHOTOGRAPH Film No. 1216 Negative No. 14 STATUS 
Reg. of State Her. Items 

Reg. []] Interim L D 
Nominated 

National Estate 
Reg. [X] Proposed L D 

National Trust 
CL f1D RL D FileD 

Other 

LAND TITLE 

C.T. 4078/12 

RECOMMENDATION 

D 
D 

(A) State[]J(B) Local[:] 

PREPARED BY 
HERITAGE INVESTIGATIONS 
AND HISTORICAL CONSULTANT~ 
PTY LTD 198: 
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Due to the large interior spaces the mill was also used 
for civic functions. On 23 April 1869 when the railway 
line from Middleton to Strathalbyn was opened the town's 
residents celebrated with a luncheon held in the mill's 
storeroom. The mill was sold in 1889 to Fred Ellis for 
1,000 pounds. 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE: This early mill was the largest 
on the South Coast and is a fine example of industrial 
architecture. 

PROJECT 
HERITAGE SURVEY REGION 4 

Item Ref. No. 143 

L.G.A. 

Port Elliot and Goolwa 

Film No. 
Negative No. 

Film No. 
Negative No. 

Film No. 
Negative No. 
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South 
Aus.tralian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION 

·ITEM NAME: House (Batson) 

Former or other 

SHEET 

PROJECT 
HERITAGE SURVEY REGION 4 

Item Ref. No. 

Office Use 
ITEM No. 
DOCKET No. 

151 

DESCRIPTION: This small brick cottage features a decorative LOCATION 
dental course, brick capped parapet gable ends and decorative Address Mill Tee., 

Middle ton chimney details. It has been partly rendered and painted. 

HISTORICAL SUMMARY: The brickmaker~ cottage marks the site 
of the well-known Batson's Brickyard. The brickyard was est­
ablished by Mr. W. Batson in the mid-1850s and his son con­
tinued in operation until 1914. The works were'locatedbetwee 
the early township and the beach. The kiln stood directly 
behind the residence. 
Batson's bricks, bearing the frogrnark "W8", were hand made, 
dark and hard and were generally regarded as the best of the 
early South Coast bricks. Because of their fine qualities, 
the Batson bricks were often specified in Government contra 
and the moulded bricks were particularly valued for applic­
ations such as church windows. Batson bricks were used, for 
example, in building "Southcote" for Buxton Forbes Laurie 
and in the chimney of Bowman's Steam Flour Mill at Middleton. 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE: The cottage stands as the last relic 
of what was once the South Coast's most important brickworks. 
The cottage was itself built of Batson's bricks, but its 
historical significance is enhanced due to its association 
with the brickyard and the brickmakers. 

REFERENCES 

Noack et al., p. 66 

Verbal 
Archival photographs 

PHOTOGRAPH Film No. 1215 Negative No. 7 

Town 
Postcode 
Section 
Hundred 
County 

Part 2262 
Goolwa 

L.G.A.Pt.Elliot & Goolwa 
S.H.P. Region 4 
A.M.G. Ref. 6626-IV 

SUBJECT 

USE 

PERIOD 
State 

2.1 
4.4 

Study Area 

TYPE OF ITEM 
LAND Natural feature D 

Historical site D 
Historical Gdn. D 

BUILDING [10 
STRUCTURE c=J 
PHYSICAL CONDITION 

STATUS 
Reg. of State Her. Items 

Reg. D Interim LO 
Nominated OD 

National Estate 
Reg. D Proposed L D 

National Trust 
CL D RL []9 FileD 

Other 
D 
D 

LAND TITLE 
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(A) State[]] (B) LocalO 

PREPARED BY 
HERITAGE INVESTIGATIONS 
AND HISTORICAL CONSULTANT~ 
PTY LTD 198: 


