




































































































































































FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Oladdie Station - Ruins and Graves INCE-LR-02 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s)/Lessee(s) 
CT Number 
Section 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

Oladdie Station, Carrieton-Johnburg Road 
B.T. Williams 
1584/12 
7 
Oladdie 
Carrieton 
Carrieton 6633-III 779049 
Graves 6633-III 776052 

Nil 
Nil 

25/26, 27,28, 29,30 
1. McCarthy 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Oladdie Station - Ruins and Graves 

DESCRIPTION 

This site on the banks of the Oladdie Creek contains three distinct groups of stone 
ruins. Two buildings close to the road appear to be an eating house or inn and 
perhaps an accommodation building and a shed (perhaps for a stable). Slightly to the 
north are the ruins of a homestead and small shearing shed with some traces of yards 
and fences. Further up the creek to the north about 200m are the remains of some 
small simple stone structures (houses and some graves). There is also a large 
hollowed-out red gum log which has been used for a stock drinking trough with a log­
lined well adjacent on the edge of the creek. 

HISTORY 

The old Oladdie homestead ruins survives from the pastoral lease era. The Carrieton 
history quoted a description of a visit to Oladdie in 1863 by Dr Chas Davis, lessee of 
nearby Mattawarangulla Station. He wrote that: 

... the station belongs to Price Maurice, Mr Frost being the manager. The 
homestead is a good four-roomed substantial building, rooms not large, wall 
lined not plastered. Many outhouses of wood and stone. It is situated in a 
hollow though at a considerable distance in the hills. 

Oladdie was originally managed along with the Pekina run, which together totalled 
671 square miles. The leases for the two stations were taken up between 1853 and 
1855 as five leases. Johnson Frederick Hayward who established Aroona in 1851 was 
briefly manager at Pekina. 

Oladdie is derived from kuladi a mythical bird in the form of a man. Manning's 
Place Names of South Australia states in other areas it is Aboriginal for the butcher 
bird. The Hundred of Oladdie was proclaimed on 23 March 1876 and named after the 
former pastoral run of the same name. 

When the station was subdivided and offered for sale in June 1877, Section 91 
included the dwelling house, hut, kitchen, stables and other improvements for 
£649-18-0 plus a further £604 for the block of land. At the time of the land sales in 
the area, it looked as though the vast open plains of Oladdie were ideal for the 
opening up of pastoral land for wheat growing. At the time of closer settlement 
Meinig states 'never had the seasons opened so favourably as in 1878. Climatic 
change seemed to be "running ahead" of the plough rather than "following". When the 
droughts set in from the early 1880s the cry of distress became widespread, but on the 
Oladdie Plains there had been almost total failure'. 

No one occupied the lease, however, until 1880 when it was first allotted to Michael 
Manning as four leases totalling 1047 acres, but due to non payment of rent the leases 
were forfeited in 1882 to Christopher Williams. Between this date and 1924 there 
were 14 lessees indicating the harshness of the environment. From this date until the 
mid 1960s, the Anesbury family, who had been in the district since 1877, went on to 
have the longest association with the property. 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Oladdie Station- Ruins and Graves 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

These ruins form a picturesque group in a small valley alongside a creek. They have 
archaeological potential and, as a consequence, are considered to be of local heritage 
significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) they display historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the 
local area, in that they have strong associations with the theme of pastoralism; 

(b) the cemetery represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the 
local area, particularly attitudes towards religion and death; 

(c) the cemetery has played an important part in the lives of local residents as they 
gathered to bury friends and relatives. 

REFERENCES 

Carrieton Centenary Book Committee, Carrieton in the Gum Creek Country: A story 
of one hundred years of the Carrieton District, 1878-1978, Adelaide, 1978, 
pp. 5-6. 

Cockburn, R., Pastoral Pioneers of South Australia, Facsimile Edition, Lynton 
Publications, undated, [1925], Vol. 1, pp. 54, 109, 120. 

Manning, G.H., Manning 's Place Names of South Australia, G.H. Manning, 1990, 
p. 232. 

Meinig, D.W., On the margins of the good earth: the South Australian wheat 
frontier, 1869-1884, Rigby, 2nd edn., 1970, pp. 63, 72, 83. 

Survey Department, History Books, Vol. 18, Folio 22. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 26.7.1994 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Former Primary School 

LOCATION 

Address 
Owner(s) 
CT Number 
Section 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

First Street, Johnburgh 
N.D. and D.M. Hombsch 
3630/109 
296 
Oladclie 
Carrieton 

Nil 
Nil 

7/4 
P.F. Donovan 

INCE-LR-03 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Former Primary School 

DESCRIPTION 

A single storey gabled fronted building constructed of sandstone and with brick 
quoins and surrounds. The roof is of corrugated galvanized iron with air vents at the 
top. 

HISTORY 

A weatherboard building first opened as a school at Johnburgh in 1891 and was 
situated on the southern side of the Methodist Church. The present building, made of 
locally quarried stone, was built in 1897 at which time the old school was abandoned. 
The first teacher was Miss Flora McArthur, and there were thirteen children enrolled 
on the first day. The school was closed on various occasions- in 1931, 1932, 1944, 
1948-1959- before it finally closed on 15 December 1967. The last teacher was W. 
McCallum. 

The building is now used as a private residence. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The establishment of the school reflects the manner in which government service -
education, in this instance - followed the development of communities in colonial 
South Australia. The building also demonstrates something of the importance of 
government enterprise in underpinning the development of many country towns in 
South Australia, particularly those on the fringes of the settled areas. 

The building is of local heritage significance because of its identification with the 
town and the generations of children who were taught there. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the former school displays historical, economical or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area, in particular the extension of education services to 
the rural areas; 

(c) the former school has played an important part in the lives of local residents 
who were educated at the school. 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Former Primary School 

REFERENCES 

Carrieton Centenary Book Committee, Carrieton in the Gum Creek Country: A story 
of one hundred years of the Carrieton District 1878-1978, Carrieton Centenary 
Committee, Adelaide 1978, p. 156. 

Site Surveyor P.F. Donovan/J. Donovan Date(s) of Survey 4.6.1994 
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Former Uniting Church 

LOCATION 

Address 
Owner(s) 
CT Number 

Lot 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

Main Road, Johnburgh 
N.D. and D.M. Hombsch 

INCE-LR-04 

1375/115- formerly part of Perpetual Lease 
4953 

273 
Oladdie 
Carrieton 

Nil 
Nil 

1n 
P .F. Donovan 
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Former Uniting Church 

DESCRIPTION 

A single storey gabled fronted building .with awning windows. Walls are painted 
limestone with painted brick quoins and surrounds. The roof is of corrugated 
galvanized iron, while the building has barge boards and finial . A foundation stone 
reads: 

HISTORY 

TO THE GLORY OF GOD 
THIS STONE WAS LAID 

BY 
C.H. HOMBSCH ESQ. 
ON JULY 9TH 1924 

The original Wesleyan Church at Johnburgh was established by 1889 and demolished 
some time before 1924 when white ants made the building unsafe. In the meantime, 
the manse was sold and the funds paid for the construction of a new stone church 
which opened on 14 September 1924. The land grant was issued to Bemard A. 
Hombsch, farmer; Robert Gibb, storekeeper; Carl H. Hombsch; Ronald H. Gibb and 
James Chalmers, farmers of Johnburgh; as trustees of the Johnburgh Methodist 
Church on 18 May 1925. The title was registered in the name of the Methodist 
Church (S.A.) Property Trust on 9 August 1973. Services continued in this building 
until November 1977. The present owners acquired the property on 16 November 
1992. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The church is primarily of historical significance and derives its identification with 
the history of the community and the manner in which this reflects the history of 
settlement in this region, particularly the importance of religion to the early settlers. 
It is now one of few buildings which remain in the town and is of local heritage 
significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the church displays historical, economical or social themes that are importance 
to the local area, in particular the identification of the churches with early 
settlement in the rural communities of South Australia; 

(c) the church has played an important part in the lives of local residents, 
particularly early Methodist settlers. 
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Former Uniting Church 

REFERENCES 

Carrieton Centenary Book Committee, Carrieton in the Gum Creek Country: A story 
of one hundred years of the Carrieton District 1878-1978, Carrieton Centenary 
Committee, Adelaide 1978. 

Lands Titles Office- Cf.1375/115. 
State Records- Research Note 377. 

Site Surveyor P.F. Donovan/J. Donovan 
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Y anyarrie Station 

LOCATION 

Pastoral Station 
Owner(s)/Lessee(s) 
CT Number 
Section 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 
AMG Reference 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

INCE-LR-05 

Yanyarrie Station, via Carrieton 
Regwill Pty Ltd 
405/59 
47 
Yanyarrie 
Carrieton 
Cemetery- Moockra 6533-II 619196 
Eating House- " " 620198 

Nil 
Nil 

25/6, 7,8,9, 10, 11,12 
J. McCarthy 

5 - 87 Donovan & Associates 



FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Y anyarrie Station 

DESCRIPTION 

Cemetery 

This is a private cemetery associated with the Y anyarrie homestead. It is located on 
the western bank of Pekina Creek to the immediate south of the homestead. It 
contains three burials with headstones plus some other unmarked mounds. 

A plaque at the site carries the inscription: 

Erected by D. & L. Neal and descendants of William and Harriet Stagg 
in tribute to the pioneers who lived and worked on the original station 1853-1875. 

Fred Stagg. Died 1872. Aged 1 month. 
Thomas Stagg. Died 1873. Aged 6 months. 

KR Saur. Aged 6 years. 

Eatim: House Ruins 

This is a high level single storey ruin of possibly some eight rooms. Only the 
bluestone walls remain partially extant. It is locally known as the Eating House and 
there was reputedly a post office nearby. Given the size of this building, it could 
well be that it served both functions. 

Old Homestead 

This is still an intact building although some of the roof has disappeared in a high 
wind. The building was lived in until the 1960s and reveals at least three phases of 
development. Older areas have wooden floors intact while newer areas have cement. 
It was built of bluestone and slate blocks and has a gabled and hipped roof covered by 
corrugated galvanized iron over wooden shingles. A verandah is on the east side with 
a wooden floor and access to a large cellar. Part of the verandah has a cement block 
floor at the northern end. Originally it had lathe and plaster ceilings; some have been 
replaced and some have collapsed. There are four-pane casement windows. 

HISTORY 

Several early isolated pastoral stations had their own private cemeteries that became 
necessary when township cemeteries were too far to travel to or were not then 
surveyed. Part of the original Coonatto run, Yanyarrie and Bendleby were important 
substations which made the Coonatto run at over 2000 square kilometres the largest 
and most successful in the southern Flinders. 

The eating house was built on a busy track that passed through the huge pastoral 
leases of Coonatto and Yanyarrie and was a welcome stop-over in an area where such 
facilities were few. 

Specific information about the old homestead is scanty but it was most probably built 
by A.W.T. Grant of Coonatto in the mid 1850s. From the plans for the Hundred of 
Yanyarrie dated October 1877, this building on Section 471 is referred to as the 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Y anyarrie Station 

'Yanyarrie Sub HS' and is on the banks of the Boolcunda Creek not far from the ruins 
of what was the 'Eating House'. Although little is known about its construction, 
information about living there has survived. 

There is no doubt living in a property such as this in the nineteenth century before 
modem transport and communications was harsh. As noted from the history of 
Carrieton: 'Harriet Stagg, wife of William Stagg, one of Grant's employees, was wont 
to tell her family of how she lived on Y anyarrie for three years without seeing another 
white women'. 

The old homestead was originally part of the large pastoral holdings taken up as 
Pastoral Lease 74 on 1 July 1851 by Hugh Proby. The run was crescent shaped and 
was 140 square miles to begin with and, after his accidental death by drowning on 30 
August 1852, the lease was transferred to A.W.T. Grant to become a substation of 
Coonatto. Proby's other station, Kanyaka, was taken over by John Randall Phillips. 

The demand for agricultural land resulted in pastoral leases in the region being 
brought under the Hundreds system in 1877. In that when year fifteen Hundreds were 
proclaimed, it included Coonatto, Palmer, Boolcunda, Kanyaka, Yanyarrie , 
Wirreanda, Arkaba, Oladdie and Gumbowie in this part of the Flinders Ranges. The 
property was bought by Roy Neal in 1912 which was owned by his son Donald as at 
1978. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Cemetery 

The cemetery is considered to be of local heritage significance. 

Eatjn~ House 

The eating house signifies the growth of passing traffic and expansion of the area in 
the 1850s and 1860s. This is now essentially an archaeological site and considered to 
be of local heritage significance. 

Old Homestead 

This structure contains the core of the original Yanyarrie homestead plus additions. 
Its size and location as a substation of Coonatto helps define the large scale of the 
early pastoral operations. 

The heritage significance of the complex mainly lies in its identification with the 
early pastoral history of the region and its associations with Coonatto and Bendleby. 
It is considered to be of major local heritage significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the 
local area, in that they have strong associations with the theme of pastoralism 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Yanyarrie Station 

(b) the eating house represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the 
local area as does the cemetery where stations were far removed from town 
cemeteries; 

(c) the cemetery has played an important part in the lives of local residents as they 
gathered to bury friends and relatives. 

REFERENCES 

Carrieton Centenary Book Committee, Carrieton in the Gum Creek Country: A story 
of one hundred years of the Carrieton District, 1878-1978, Carrieton Centenary 
Committee, Adelaide, 1978, pp. 6-8, 16-17,55. 

Cockburn, R. , Pastoral Pioneers of South Australia, Facsimile Edition, Lynton 
Publications, Blackwood, undated, [1927], Vol. 2, p. 251. 

Manning, G.H., Manning ' s Place Names of South Australia, G.H. Manning, 
Adelaide, 1990, p. 350. 

Meinig, D.W., On the margins of the good earth: the South Australian wheat 
frontier, 1869-1884, Rigby, Adelaide, 1970, p. 63. 

Mincham, H., The Story of the Flinders Ranges, Rigby, Adelaide, 1983, p. 60. 
Pippos, S., Flinders Ranges, South Australia: the art of a photographer, Endeavour 

Publishing, Adelaide, 1993, pp. 54-55. 
South Australian Government Gazette, 1 April 1852, Schedule of pastoral leases 

granted from 1 July 1851, p. 206. 
SAPP 179-1864, Carrying capabilities of runs. 
Survey Records, Field Book No. 929, pp. 28, 32, 33, 47- 50, 55, 56. 
Survey Records, Hundred of Yanyarrie, Folio 4, 9 October 1877. 

Site Surveyor J. McCarthy Date(s) of Survey 25.7.1994 
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6. CONTRffiUTORY PLACES 

6.1 CONTRffiUTORY PLACES 

Contributory Places have no actual or intended status in law. They are included here 

primarily because they contribute to the character of the area in which they are 

located. The places are primarily of interest because of their design which identifies 

them as places long associated with the town and its development, although they 

display no evident historical significance other than age to give them any particular 

distinction. 

6.1.1 Carrieton 

Fifth Street 

W.R. Dyer (Lot 123-Cf.2274/43) 
District Council of Carrieton (Lot 155- CT.440/37) 
T.J. and G.M. Rowe (Lot 154- CT.1627/177) 
District Council of Carrieton (Lot 166- CT.1665/25) 
District Council of Carrieton (Lot 170- CT.1627/178) 
M.A. Hombsch (Lot 214- CT.318/150) 

West Terrace 

J.E. Shephard (Lot 153- CT.3427/%) 
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