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l. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1 . Nomination of Items 

(a) It i s recommended that nomi nat ions for inclusion on t he 
Register of State Her itage Items of those items which have 
been coded 2 or 3 in the Table of Items of this Report 
should be s ubmitted to the South Australian Heritage 
Committee . 

(b) It is r ecommended that nominations fo r inclusion on the 
Reg i ster of the National Estate of items which have been 
coded 1 or 3 in the Table of Items of this Report should 
be s ubmitted to the Australian Heritage Commission. 

(c) I t is recommended that nominat ion s for inclusion on the 
State He ritage Register of items which have been coded 6 
in the Table o f Items of t his Report should be s ubmitted 
to the South Australian Heritage Committee . 

2. Further Work 

(a) This Study recommends that further work be carried out to 
complete documentation or s ite inspection of i t ems which 
have been coded 4 i n the Table of Items of this Report and 
that their s ubsequent nominations be submitted to the 
Australian Heritage Commi ssion and the South Australian 
Heritage Committee . 

(b) It i s r ecommended that an archaeolog i st be engaged to car ry 
out surfac e inspection of the following s i gn i fican t items in 
order t o determine pr i or ities for detailed study, conserva tion 
and interpretation : 

Region 4 : 

Region 5 : 

Region 7 : 

Region 12: 

Roset ta Head , Jetty and Whale Fi s hery 

Moorundie 

Relics of Adelaide-Melbourne Telegraph Line , Coorong 

Fishery Bay 
Mount Drummond Accommodation House 

Reg ion 14: Jacob Seaman's Hu t 
Kingscote Histor i c Area 
D' Estrees Bay Whale Fishery and Bates Cave 
Harvey 's Return Landing Site 

(c) It i s r ecommended that an expan sion of the time frame of t hi s 
Study and the publication of the results be undertaken as 
pr eviousl y proposed to the Australian Heritage Commission 
(Appendix B) . 
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3 . Future Su rveys 

(a) It i s recommended that items which have been coded 5 or 7 
in the Tabl e of I t ems of this Report should be kept under 
review and be included in future Heritage Surveys with a 
vi ew to possibl e later nominat ion . 

(b) Th i s Study recommends that a programme of state- wide thematic 
surveys be es t ablished , as recommended in the South Australian 
State Histo r ic Preserva t ion Pl an Historical Guidelines 
(Marsden , Heri t age Unit , 1980) , i n particular to research and 
l ocate relics of the following : 

( i ) 

( i i ) 
(i i i) 
(iv) 
(v) 

(v i) 
(vii) 
{viii ) 

Early bridges and crossings (see page? 
The whale fi shing and sealing industry (see pagel5) 
Nav i gation (see page 21 ) 
The gold escort r oute (see page 26 ) 
The Overland Telegraph (see page 2P.) 
Tr am and t r ain t r ansport (see page /. ~ 

Pioneering homesteads (see page 7 ) 
Memoria l s and monuments (The Historical Memorials 
Commi t tee o f the Royal Geographical Soci ety have 
already proposed liai son with the Heritage Unit and 
other organisations in this regard) . 

(c) It i s recommended that taped interviews with significant 
informants form a part of the required output of Heritage 
Surveys . 

4 . Research Facilities 

(a) This Study recommends that su itable portable tape recorders be 
purchased for the use of Heritage Unit s taff and consultants 
and that a storage and index system be established for interview 
tapes and typed transcripts. 

(b) It i s recommended that the microfilm copies of the Register of 
the Nationa l Trust of S .A. , which are held by the Australian 
Heritage Commission and the South Australian Heritage Unit, be 
corrected and adequate ly indexed . 

(c) It is recommended that the updating and completion of the sources 
guide to informants be undertaken as proposed t o the South 
Australian Her i tage Committee. (Appendix C) 

5 . Information 

(a ) It i s recommended tha t steps be taken to establi sh liai son with 
Regional press and relevant publications to inform and seek out 
information f r om the public on heritage matters. (see Appendices 
D and E) . 

(b) This Study recommends that a booklet or brochure be prepa r ed to 
inform the publ i c of the ext r eme sensit i vity to damage and erosion 
of early sites and items in South Australia. 
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6. Urgent Conse rvation Requirements 

(a) It i s recommended t hat urgent protect i on s hould be afforded , 
through Heritage Agreement, out r i ght purchase, restricted 
public access or other means, the following items which a r e 
highly s i gnif i can t bu t sensitive to erosion and damage 
through visitor impac t : 

Region 4: 

Region 5 : 

Reg i on 7: 

Region 12: 

Region 14: 

Rosetta Head, J etty and Whale Fi shery 

Moorund ie 
Murray Mou t h 

Hawks Nest Wells 
Relics of Adelaide-Melbourne Telegraph Line , Coorong 

Fi s hery Bay 
Central Station Cottages 
Stuart's Hut S i te 
Poon indie Native Mission Site 
Hount Drummond Accommodation House 

Jacob Seaman ' s Hut 
Kingscote Historic Area 
Ha r vey ' s Return Landing Site 

7. Documentation Filing 

(a) It is recommended that the material p r esented with th i s Report 
and outl ined under Documentation be indexed and filed in the 
syst emsof t he South Australian Heritage Unit. 



Loophole (Rifle slit) i n western wall of Central Station cottage . 
I t em : Central Station Cottages 
Region: 12 
Themes : Aboriginal-European conflict; Fir s t forma l se t t lemen t 
Film: 173 Neg 5 
(Refer to Recommendation 6(a) ). 
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Fi lm : 158 Neg 5 
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6. 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 

This project, on early European contact, ear l y transport and communications 
i n South Australia, has focus ed on the pionee ring phase, locating sites 
and relics of the first contacts by sea (as early as 1627) and subsequent 
exploration and expansion across the land, from as ear ly as 1804. Transport 
and communications formed the basis for this contact by Eu ropeans and the 
expansion of their settlements. A surprisingly l arge number of relics 
survive from this phase, and those described can represent at bes t a 
selection only. A number of gene ral recomme ndations have been made within 
this report, taking in the whole historical period from the early nine­
teenth century t o the present (for exampl e , navigation and railways). The 
South Australian State Historic Preservation Plan Historical Guidelines 
(Marsden, Heritage Unit, 1980) argues strongly for such an approach in 
many areas of the State's historical heritage. 

Originally, "early European contact" and "early transport and communications" 
were submitted as separate s tudies and were then combined in the one 
project for pragmatic rather than genuinely historical r easons. It was 
soon apparent, given the enormousscope of such a project, that limits 
would have to be d rawn. The first limit decided upon was the concentration 
upon the early period in South Australian history. This drew the theme 
of initial contact (e.g. exploration) closer to the themes of transport a nd 
communications by proximity in time. Th i s was the pre-settlement and then 
the pioneering phase, during which time early transportation fo llowed 
closely upon the heels of the first European explorers , or even provided 
the stimulus for the first formal settlements. 

The second limit became apparent during the survey. The nufllberof possible 
relevant sites and their widespread d istribution throughout South Australia 
made the visiting and documentation of each s ite vir tually impossible. 
However, the limitation of time - per iod (usually to about 1865) meant that 
some regions were richer sources of such ear l y sites than others. The 
coast and i s lands were largely the first point of European contact with 
South Australia, both for informal occupation by whalers and seal ers and 
for members of formal surveys and explorations. Subsequently, coastal 
shipping was a major form of colonial transport , given the drudgery and 
distances involved in early l and travel . For this reason, the Murray Ri ve r 
was also a vital transport route. Further, transport links extended in 
time from the coastal settlements inland, in part icular from the capital 
city, Adelaide. Many routes hugged the coast , for exampl e , the track from 
Port Lincoln to Flinders (Streaky Bay), on Eyre Peninsula, so , again, the 
earliest sites and items tend to be located near the coast. The important 
exceptions were inland overland routes to the eastern colonies, the Murray 
Rive r and the routes to inland mining towns, such as Burra and Kapunda, 
and the pioneering pastoral stations, all of which were vital to the 
economic su rvival of a new South Australia. 

For these reasons, field trips t o all the coastal regions and to Kangaroo 
Island were made first pr iority, while s ites and items further inland 
were in many cases noted and partially documented but not all were v isited. 
The exceptions were, as implied, the Murray River and the gold escort 
overland route, as well as some sites in the Mt. Lofty Ranges, which were 
all visited although sites and items a long the routes t o the mid north were 
not. However, several of these items have been noted and wiil be included 
in th~ forthcoming regional he ritage survey of the Mid North. 
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Another obvious limit was the exclusion of sites and items already 
listed on the Register of the Nationa l Estate or the Register of State 
Heritage Items despite their relevance to the project. However, these 
have been noted. Items previously nominated for the Register have been 
further documented and supported, as well as significant sites and items 
located within National Estate registered parks or conservation areas but 
not hitherto separately described , for example, Ravine des Casoars in 
Flinders Chase. The project's sub-theme of post and telegraphs {part 
of the communication theme) has been the best served by the existing 
lists of registered items, as a considerable number of early post and 
telegraph offices have been registered, including almost all t he most 
significant buildings, such as at Adelaide, Gawler and Mt. Barker. 

The final limit drawn was the least definite and the most difficult. It 
r equired a decision upon whether or not sites and items came within the 
project's terms of reference , and if so, how significant they were both 
in relation to other similar sites within that region and within the 
State as a whole. The major category of items which was at first 
considered but then rejected was pioneering homesteads and station 
buildings. Some were actually visited and documented but were excluded 
after a more strict definition of "early European contact" had been 
established in terms of the initial contacts made with the r egion whether 
by whalers, explorers or colonists. In rare cases , these initial 
contacts were made by pastoralists, such as Stephen Henty, who moved 
in from Portland to Mt. Gambier, and where possible, these were included. 
On Kangaroo Island, George Wallen (a runaway sa ilor) establ i shed a 
successful farm by the 1820s, which was promptly taken over by the 
South Australian Company, as the harbinger of officialcolonisation in 
1836. Other stations were included as these were representative of other 
themes or sub-themes, for instance , Aboriginal-European contact or 
overland travel. 

Similarly, other types of items , such as hotels, were assessed on the 
basis of their importance to travellers. On early routes, some repre­
sentative early bridges and crossings were included (such as the Brownhill 
Creek Bridge) as well as some of national importance (such as the 
Wellington Causeway). However, an entire project could be devoted to 
a survey of surviving colonial bridges, and cross ings, within the terms 
of reference of this project, but was beyond its capabilities of adequate 
assessment. 

Sub-themes were established and attempts made to locate s i gn ificant or 
representative sites and items across South Australia. These sub-themes 
are as follows: 

Major Theme 
Sub Themes 

Major Themes 
Sub Themes 

Early European contact 
(a) Aboriginal-European contact and/or conflict 
(b) Offici a l expl oration and survey 
(c) Whalers and sealers - temporary or informal 

occupation 
(d) First formal settlement 

Early transport and communication 
(a) Navigation (coasta l and river) 
(b) Road transport and services 
(c) Post and telegraph 
(d) Tramways and railways 
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These sub-themes are further described in the Historical Summary with 
examples of representative sites and items drawn from those visite d 
and documented during the project. 

While many relevant and possibly significant sites and i tems have not 
been included in the survey , for the reasons given , the process of 
research, interviewing local informants and fi e ld su rvey, yielded a 
large number of items outside the terms of reference , but otherwise of 
considerable heritage significance. As a contribution to future 
her itage surveys , all of these items have been noted , and individual 
files with documentation have been pr epa red a nd lodged with the South 
Australian Heritage Unit. 

The study brief is included in this r epor t as Appendix A. 
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STUDY PROCEDURE 

The project comme nced in January 1980 , with Ade l aide based historical 
research. This included the d istribution of ques tionnaires to l ikely 
informants sel ected from t he sources guide of the South Aust r a l ian 
State His t oric Preservation Plan Hi s t orical Guidelines. Research 
continued th r oughout the Study as new sites were identified or suggested 
by informant s . 

Following the period of general research as well as research specific 
to each r eg ion , confirmation of contact with local informants was made 
and fie l d surveys were planned . These surveys were usua l ly made on a 
r eg i ona l basis as def ined i n t he Hi s torical Guidelines . The major 
s urveys were conducted as follows: 

Adelaide metropolitan a r ea 
Kanga roo Isl and 
South East 
Lowe r Fl inders Ranges , Eyre Peninsu la and 
Far West Coast 
Morgan d i strict (upper Murray River l ands) 
Lowe r Murray Riverlands and Fleur i eu Peninsula 

Murray Mallee 
Wellington district (l ower Murray Riverlands) 
Lower South East 
Fl euri eu Penin sula 

var i ous dates 
May 4th - 12th , 1980 
June 9th-13th 
Ju l y 13th- 23rd 

July 29th-30th 
October 8th- 9th 
October 16th-17th 
November 4t h 
November 26 t h-27th 
December 12th 
December 2lst-23rd 
April 3rd , 1981 

A deta iled field diary was kept and several forms of documentat ion made 
includ ing the tape reco rding of i nterviews with informants , site sketches , 
notes and copies of references , colour slides and black and white photo­
g r aphs of items and histor ical documents . 

The documentat i on stage then involved the process i ng of the above , the 
transcription and ed i ting of tapes and the establishment of a photographic 
inventory of items and sites . Maps , aer i al photographs , historical 
photographs and histor i cal pic tur es (from the Ilistorical Pictures I ndex 
o f the Art Galleryof South Aust r alia) were located and collected . Referenc es 
were photocopied and individual f i l es pr epared f or the sites and items 
i dent i fied . 

Dur i ng the course of the project , at the r equest of the South Austral i an 
Her i tage Committee , reports were prepared on two important sites , Eyre ' s 
Waterhole , Cooeyana and Fishery Bay . Information was a lso provi ded to the 
Heritage Unit about several other items and areas , including Kingscote 
Historic Reserve , Mount Dutton Bay Jetty a nd Woolshed , Royal Circus at 
Robe and si t es at Goolwa, Port Elliot, Morgan , Streaky Bay and the South 
East Coast. 

In the concluding s tages of the Study , a selective assessment of individual 
items was made, a summary history written and recommendations prepared for 
a tota l of 120 items . 



10. 

HISTORICAL SUMMARY 

The summary below provides a general hi s torical context , with the 
specif i c relevance of individua l i tems briefly indicated within their 
appropriate sub-themes . These items are marked with an asterisk, toge the r 
withthe number of the Historical Preservation Region in which they 
are located, e.g. *~ · For further details , reference should be made 
to the Table of Items, li sted according to regions, and giving more 
de t ai l ed recommendations. 

Where possible, detailed historical accounts concerning each individual 
item have been photocopied or summarised f rom the relevant primary and 
secondary sources , for instance , Baudin ' s and Flinders' journals and 
maps. These are attached to each separate nomination or enclosed with 
each individual item file . 

Early European Contact with South Australia 

(a) Explor ation and Survey 

As in other parts of Austral ia, the earliest contacts by 
Europeans we r e made by sea, often quite by accident and well before 
annexation by the Briti sh Government and formal settlement. Southern 
Australia was the last area so visited, but by ea rly 1800 , Dutch , French 
and English navigators had sighted and named several land f eatures 
discernibl e at sea . For example , in 1800 , Li eutenant James Grant, who 
was passing to New South Wales some distance off-shore in the ''Lady 
Nelson " sigh t ed and named capes and mountains in the south-east of South 
Australia , including Mount Gambier. (l) Centenary Tower *!was built 
at the mountain's summit in 1900- 1901 in commemoration of Grant ' s 
discovery . 

The earliest known expl oration and naming (more correctly, re - naming, as 
most notabl e landmarks had long since been named by the Aboriginal 
inhabitants) in South Australia was made during a voyage by Pie t er Nuyts 
in 1627 . This was one of the most important voyages by the Dutch to 
Australia as it placed the unknown southern coastline on the map. The 
termination point , the bl eak Archipe l ago where Nuyts turned back , became 
a major reference point for l ater expeditions . (2) 

The islands compr ising Nuyts Archipelago, *12 are already a Nat i onal Park . 
The memor i a l e r ected in Streaky Bay , *12 i s possibly the only such 
memorial celebrating a t e rcentenary in Australia . 

(l) R.G.S . S .A., Proceed i ngs, vol. XIX , 1917-18, pp . 10-16 

(2) C. Halls, "The Voyage of the ' Gulden Zeepard '", R. G.S. S . A. 
Proceedings , vol. 72 , 1971 , pp. 19- 27 
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The two f i rst off ic i al voyages of exploration of national , not to say , 
in t erna tional r e nown we r e organ i sed by t he Bri t ish and the Fr ench 
Gov ernments v ir tually a t t he same time and with the simi lar a i ms of 
c hart ing and poss i bly c l a i mi ng Southern Austra l ia. In 1802 , Matthew 
Fl i nde r s and hi s c r ew in the " Investigator " worked carefully along 
the coas t line from t he west, naming many features . Several of these 
sites as we l l as th r ee monuments erected in honour of the event , are 
tabled . These i nclude Flinders Watering place *12 (Eyre Peninsula) 
and the memor ial *ll a t his overnight campsite (Port Augusta) , Memory 
Cove , *12 named afte r t he drown ing of several crew members from t he 
ship ' s cutter , and Ch ris t mas Cove , *14 , Kangaroo Head *14 and Prospect 
Hi l l, *14 a ll on Kangaroo I sland (which Fl inders also named). (3) 

In 1803 , Fl i nders met Ni colas Baudin , who was engaged in simila r 
exploration in "Le G~ographe ". Flinders named the place Encounter Bay 
and in 1902 a pl aque commemorating the meeting was placed at the summit 
of Rosetta Head , *1 a prominent granite bluff remark ed upon by both 
expl or e r s , though some d i s t ance from the encoun t er itself, which was 
at sea off the Murray Mouth . 

Baud i n, having travel l ed from east to west , had discovered several 
features wh i ch s t ill retain thei r French names as these were respected 
by Fl inders as he proceeded east . Both explorers were particularly 
interes ted in Kangaroo Island , and spent some time onshore . Frenchman ' s 
Rock , *14 a t Hog Bay i s the now famous si te of a soak and a rock 
inscr i bed by a member of Baudi n ' s crew , and there i s strong verbal 
evi dence for a similarly inscribed rock in a cave at Ravine des Casoars (4) 
*14. 

The las t place named in South Australia by Flinders was, fittingly, 
Baudin Rocks , *~ which had been observed by Baudin but not named by him. 

The s ubsequent history of explorat i on in South Australia has attracted 
enormous at t ent ion and a great volume of histor i c a l writings . There 
are severa l useful his t or i cal surveys (5) complemented by painstaking 
detailed research and field visits by the South Australian Branch of 
the Royal Geographical Society , whose members seem t o have been 
fascinated by the subject at a time (from the 1880s) when there were 
still extensive relics or reliable eye-witnesses. 

(3) See Fl inders ' Chart , 1802 , also F . H. Bauer , Kangaroo Island : a 
Shor t Gu i de (Ade l a i de , 1955) 

(4) Heritage Inves tigations : tran scribed inte rviews at Kangaroo Island 
with John Anderson (12/5/80) and Roger Williams (1 2/5/80) , by 
John Dallwitz . 

(5) J . Forrest, Expl orat i ons i n Australia (London, 1875) ; Royal 
Geographical Society of Australasia (South Australian Branch), 
Proceedi ngs, particul a rly during the period 1900-1920 (see index); 
a rtic l es concerning particular items have been copied and included 
with those files . Bessi e Threadgi l l , South Austra l ian Land 
Explor a tion 1856-1880 (Ade l a i de , 1922 ). Also journals and l e tters 
of Stua r t , St urt , Eyre . 



12. 

There was a surprisingly l engthy hiatus in officia lexploration after 
Fl inders. The next ma jor j ourney was not made until 1829-1830, when 
Charles Sturt and his men took a boat down the newly-discovered River 
Mur ray from New South Wales to the river mouth i n pr esent day South 
Aus tralia. Sturt's last overnight camps i te was made near Goolwa. 
From there, he investigated the Murray Mouth a rea *2· The Murray 
Mouth was also the scene of high drama in 1831, when the next official 
explore r, Captain Coll et Bar ker, after examining the central coast, 
and Adelaide Pl ain , swam the Mouth and was killed by Aborigines beyond 
the south- eastern side. 

I n contrast with Flinder s' gene r a lly bleak descriptions of South 
Austr a lia, t he r eports by Sturt and Barker were highly favou r ab l e and 
contributed gr eatly (with s e a l ers ' reports) to the deci s ion to establish 
a new Briti sh Province t here . Followi ng Proclamat i on i n 1836, both 
off i cial and unofficia l exploration became an integral pa rt of the 
colony's occupation . Al most every journey combined "sci ent i f ic" interest 
with the practical search fo r the best travelling routes and for good 
land and reliable water s upplies . The pionee ring of ove rland stock 
routes from the easte rn col on i es helped stock South Aust ral ia . Charles 
Bonney es t ablished the first route along the coast through the Coorong 
in 1839 (Heri tage Investigations are r easonably certa i n of hav ing 
located ''Bonneys Wel l" (6) nea r Meningie, but have not ye t discove r ed 
defin ite documentary support) . 

Wh ile journeys by wou l d- be pastoralists , land agents (Robert Cock was 
f irst to find h i s way to such dive rse places as Lake Al e xandrina, Yorke 
Peninsul a and Ey r e Pen insul a ) and even Governors (including Gawl e r and 
Gre y ) were appreciated by othe r c ol on i s ts , the official expeditions made 
by Edward Eyre, Char l es Stur t and J ohn McDouall Stuart r eceived wides t 
acclaim, not so much for their actual di scove ries of payabl e l ands , as 
for their daring and arduous attempts to pene trate the deserts wh i ch 
surrounded t he settled d i s tricts on a ll s i des . I tems associated with 
the s e expeditions s uch as buried suppl ies , blazed trees and cairns 
have a l most al l long s ince di s appeared , l eaving, on s i te , only the 
ac tual landscape feature named or used by these explore r s , wa tering s ites 
be ing of obvious signif i cance . In Eyre 's case , two of the wa ter- holes 
u s ed during his infamous journey via Ey r e Penins ula , ac ros s the Bi ght t o 
Wes t e rn Au s tralia have been well documented and accuratel y l ocated. 
These are Refu ge Wate rhole *12 and Cooeyana We ll <7 l *12 

Sturt's 1830 camps i te , near pre s ent day Goolwa , ha s been ment ioned . 
S i milarly , Depot Glen , the main camp and s umme r refuge , on his 1844-46 
j ourney , should defin ite l y be included on the National Es tate Registe r, 
but is in New South Wales . Mt . Rufus, *~, the high point in the r anges 
west of t he Ri ve r Murray was also named by Sturt . 

( 6) Ment i oned i n Over landers ' journals and shown on the map , "The 
Rivol i Bay District'' , i n F . Dutton , South Australia And I t s 
Mines (London, 1846; f acs i mile, Ad elaide, 1978) facing p . 94. 
The site was visited by Her itage Investiga tions (1980) and 
showed the remains of at least two we lls, and several well­
establi s hed exot i c t r ees (palms, mulberries ) . 

(7) E.J. Eyre , Journals of expeditions of d i scoveryin Central 
Australi a and overland from Ade l aide t o Ki ng Geor ge ' s Sound 
(London , 1845; facsimile, Ade laide , 1962) 2 vo lumes. 
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McDouall Stuart's successful crossing of the entire Australian 
Continent in 1862 started from outside the horne of James Chambers , 
one of Stuart's main supporters. A plaque commemorating that event 
was l ater set into the boundary wall of the house, s ince named 
Carclew, in North Adelaide. *l 

The other recommended site associated with Stuart comprises the remains 
of a stone hut *12 bu ilt and occupied by him while employed by the 
pastoralist James Sinclair , at Uley Station on Eyre Peninsul a. (8) 

In the meantime, the j ob of surveying a lso proceeded with the 
delineation of the known lands into blocks for selection by farmers 
and into new town acres. Colonel William Light, the first Surveyor ­
General, began surveying and selecting town si t es - notably Adelaide -
before Proclamation, in 1836. A plaque now marks the site of Light's 
survey office and the first Adelaide town acre he surveyed, on North 
Terrace, Adelaide. *l 

In the countrys ide, a number of the or iginal cairns erected as survey 
marks by later surveyors have survived, although their age and 
significance is often no longer recogni sed . One of these, a cai rn 
of stones, was erec t ed by Samuel Parry during his survey of the Northern 
Flinders Ranges (1858) and is located at the summit of Mt. Chambers. (9) 
*11. Many other such survey markers and original site boundaries 
should be located and preserved as a r esult of forthcoming regional 
heritage surveys. 

(b) Whalers and Sealers 

Following immediately upon the exploration by Flinders and 
Baudin , Amer ican and British crews sailed from west and east hunting 
whales and seals. 

It is possibl e whalers visited these seas even earlier as whaling in 
Austral i an waters had started in the 1790s. However, the first well­
documented visit was made by the American whaling ship , "Union", which 
following Baudin's advice , made for Kangaroo Island in 1804. There , 
during winter, half the crew cruised abou t the Island, making a great 
kil ling of 12,000 seals . (10) The rest of the crew camped on a spit 
of land in a pl ace subsequently named American River, and there built 
a schooner , named the ''Independence ". This construction si te is now 
included in the recommendations of this r e port . *14 

"From then on the arcadia became a charnel house ... " (lO) with constant 
visits to the Island by crews bent on slaughter of seals and kangaroos. 

(8) A. Sinclair McDonald and w. Sinclair Hyde, The Pa tch (Adela i de , 
1976) pp . 26- 29 . 

(9) Verbal information, Mr . Hans Mincharn 3/80 and 3/81. See also 
Hans Mincharn , Hub of the Flinders (Hawker Centenary Committee, 
198 0), p. 25 and p . 23 (photo of St. Mary ' s Peak Cairn , since 
destroyed) . 

(10) Australia ' s Heritage (both notes) p . 182 (re y i e ld and quote ). 
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Kangaroo I s l and cont i nued to attract t he visiting European hunters , 
as it provi ded not on l y seal and kangaroo skins and high quality 
curing salt, but a l so a su i tably r emote and yet habitable environment 
for a semi-lawl ess group of men; convicts, ship ' s dese r te r s and 
tempor a rily- s t ationed sealers. As many as 500 men were recorded as 
hav ing visited the i s land by 1836 , a l though est imates of the 
permanent or semi-permanent population vary widely . (ll) Several 
i ndividuals are known by name and the ir r el i cs include the ruins of 
Jacob Seaman' s hut, *14 the s i t e of George Bates ' cottage *14 and 
the site of "Gove rno r!Wallen ' s farm *14 and his grave *14 (12). 
These si tes are invaluable r el ics of unofficial , pre-colonisati on 
occupa tion , and others , vis ited and researched by the projec t team , 
bu t not positively identified, should al so be properly documented 
and preserved. 

The o l d r es i dents of Kangaroo Island proved to be of great ass i stance 
to the fir st official colonists who started a r r i v ing in July 1836 -
that place having been chosen partly as a result of ear lier visi tor s ' 
r eports a nd i ts central pos i t i on for whal ing. 

Between 1804 and 1836 , whalers and sealers operated right a l ong the 
southern Australian coast , setting up t emporary onshore gangs , or 
lone indi v iduals , at places like Baud in Rocks *~ in the Sou th Eas t (13) 
and on Thistle I sland *12 in the West . Th i stle Island ' s small 
permanent settlement da t ed from at l eas t 1828 (14) and it was also the 
site of one of the major whaling s tations in South Australia , established 
by the South Australian Company in 1837. (15) 

Whaling had proved so successful in these southern oceans , that the 
proponents of the new colony fondly expected to reap l arge prof i ts and 
securely establ i sh a new industry . The South Australian Company made 
careful preparat i on for the establishment of the industry, and upon 
arriva l had i ts empl oyees set up stations at various places . These 
were usually the firs t forms of settlement in these areas . The ma in 
stat i on at Rosetta Head *! was set up in 1837 and enjoyed moderate 
success , although it suffered competit ion f r om an adjacent private 
group , led by Captain Blenkinsop . 

(ll) J.S . Cumpston , Kangaroo Island 1800- 1836 (Canberra , 1970, 
1974) discusses this populat i on throughout this book . 

(12) For hi s torical accounts of these men, refer to copies from 
books and articles incl uded in t he files of the particular 
s ites . 

(13) Pro . K. Bermingham , The s ixth e l even tales of Robe (Kingston, 
1975), p. 40 . 

(14) Captain John Hart visi t ed and described Kangaroo I sland and 
Th i s t l e Island, where there was one man and his Aborigina l 
''wives " in 1831 . R. G.S .S . A. Proceedings vol . X, 1907-8, p . l57 

(1 5 ) ibid, pp .l56-l58 and Proceedings , vol. XXII , 1920-21 (excerpt 
f rom 18 41 report) , pp 26- 27. 



Ear l y sea wall and r elics of early wharf visible bene ath later j etty . 
Item : Rosetta Head , Je tty , Pl aque and Whale Fi shery 
Region : 4 
Themes : Officialexplorat ion and s urvey ; Whalers ' and sealers ' s ites ­

temporary or in formal occupation; Nav i gation . 
Film : 227 Neg 9 
(Refe r t o Recomme ndat i ons 2 (b ) and 6(a ) ). 
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The wha lers and the local Abor i gines , are acknowl edged by the pioneer 
and novelist, Simpson Newland, for t hei r expert i se and assistance 
to the district's first settler-farmers who arr i ved subsequently. In 
the othe r regions, the whaling stations proved t oo r emote from more 
favoured settlement points and once whaling was brought to its un­
prof i tabl e end, the building s , s tructu r es and the heavy boiling down 
tri - pot s were abandoned . 

On Kangaroo I sland, Ki ngscote *14 became the provisioning and sh ip 
repa ir centre for the Company ' s whal e rs. This funct ion continued 
for some time after its pr i mary functi on, as a hoped for '' f irst city~ , 

fai l ed and was abandoned . Some relics of one wha ling station r emain 
at Poin t Tinline *14 , D'Estrees Bay,which was a smal l and shor t lived 
affair, establ i shed in 1841. (16) 

The most extens i ve ruins and relics of the Company ' s whaling stations 
are l ocat ed a t Fi shery Bay *12 on Eyre Peninsula . Th i s station was 
set up in 1839. (17 ) I t was-qu ite a large settl ement , employing 30 
men by 1841. Solid br i ck and stone huts were constructed by the men 
in expectation of good years to come , following a large haul of whale 
o il i n its first year of operat i on. 

Despite the Company's optimi sm , all its efforts failed. While this 
was in par t due to mis-management, inexper i ence or competition with off­
shore ships, it was mainly a r ef l ect i on first of the genera l dec line 
in whal ing, due to over-slaughter , then later to the r eplacement of 
whale o il by mineral oil. 

The significance of these s ites to this Project i s due to their early 
e stabli shment as points of i nitial European contact with South Australia 
and preliminary settlement - in fact, alternative settlement in many 
cases. There are numerou s reports from r emote parts of the West Coast 
of s urv iving relics associated with whalers (18) . These can only be 
discovered after exhaustive , State - wide search , particularly as their 
most obvious s i gns - whale bone and tri-pots - have invariabl y been 
removed . The remaining relics would r epay thorough archaeological 
r esearch. 

(16) The location is still marked on the c.l924 Kangaroo Island 
pastoral plan. 

(17) R.G.S.S.A. Proceedings , Vol. XXI I, 1920-21 (e xce rpt from 1841 
report on whaling) pp. 27- 30. 

(18) Eyre, for instance, was succouredand saved by a whaler anchor ed 
in a Bay on the Bight in 1841. Several informants during the 
Heritage Investigations trip spoke of their parents and grand­
parents finding whale bone and t r i-pots (r eused as horse troughs) 
on var i ous par t s of the coast . 



62 W. A. C:nvrhornc (1 82-!-97) 

l 
). ~ft --~~· ·~~ ,-fi~-.,:.,- ~·r. t" , J, • • . 

{ - . .· - ~ . 
7' + i 

~ -~ 

A fighr at the! J\furray. i11 rhc SfCIIt' f'<lilltill.f? srylc 

) 
I 

I HEkiTAG E IN VES TI GAT !ONS 
r-- -
1 E~k L Y EUROPE~N C8NTACT 
I 

I T[) • 'l r p Q P T (C 1 " 1U ' I l( .~l ~ ' I S I I 1\ 1\ , ' ) , \I . ,,. 1 " "I V t t 

I ?hGJECT 19:0 
l _ --· ----·-· ----···--·- ·--

A80~t6-tN"iL- £v.-e.tJ!Jt::I"CAI 0Nr1-fC-T 
------------~----; 

?. EFER. ENC E 11./ . .il. C.1NT/f~NG; ''A FtG-HT 1tr rnc=;yv~IIY .. . '~ 
IV1 t/O(Gi.L.Lt:3.r?'lR'{(N~ hl.) ?,x. P7oNo. 3J... K £ ?1'2t/DU((7!> 1/\1 Gr. Dvlrt;N 
£vf1, 773 01\/_Bi...ACK. THf, /t.._l/';;,t~AU-1-tv tt80 "2-t C...tNf?- P(}~TteAyGo tN f>r,{!T 
( /1<1A I../V1ti-&-/t!lf N E3/A30 v'"?. t v if ;q 7q.) N_o_ . ....:;..~._'L _ ______ --------' 



16. 

(c) Aboriginal- European Contact and Conflict 

Despite official assessmen t of these "newly-discovered"southern 
l ands as waste and unoccupied, they were not . Flinders, himself, 
reports see ing signs of occupat ion and the smoke of sites on the main­
land (19) and all subsequent contacts by Europeans also involved 
contact both friendly and hostile , with the tribal Aborigines of that 
region. 

The whalers and sealers were notorious for their cruelties towards the 
Aborigines. Kangaroo Island men raided the nearby mainland and kidnapped 
women as s l aves and sexual companions. Several women had also been 
brought from Tasmania, and some of these women, known simply by such names as 
Sally or Puss , are as well known in the Island's history as the men. (20) 

The reputed savagery of the Aborigines in the Coorong area (for instance, 
in ki lling Collet Barker) was attr ibuted, even by Sturt, to these attacks 
by the Kangaroo Islanders . However, the killings by a local horde of 
Aborigines o f the surviving passengers and crew of the wrecked "Mar i a " 
in 1840 brought sudden retribution from the authorit i es, with the 
organisation of a large-scale pol ice hunt and the subsequent hanging of 
two scapegoats near the murder s ites. (2ll This was the largest 
number of Europeans killed by Aborigines in South Australia at one time 
and punishment was meted out accordingly , clearly recognised by both 
sides as a form of military pacification . The general area of the 
murder and hanging s ites have been located . *7 

This retribution did not prevent attacks by groups of Aborig ines in other 
parts of South Australia , notably, against the overlanders bringing 
cattle and conflict with them along the Murray, and against individuals 
(mainly shepher ds) , the first permanent occupants of inland Eyre 
Peninsula . The fir s t such attack was made shortly after the settlement 
of Port Lincoln , when a boy , Frank Hawson, was speared at his shepherd 's 
hut in 1840. There are memorials at this site *12 and his burial and 
re-burial sites *12 at Port Lincoln. Subsequent l y, in the words of a 
contemporary writer, "other murders were perpetrated, which , from their 
wholesa1echaracter, and the absence of all provocation on the part of 
the v i ctims, spread a feeling of dismay throughout the small community 
at Port Lincoln". (22) 

(19) These f i res were a l so noted on his map of South AustraliQ, and 
r etained on subsequen t maps for many years afterwards , as if 
permanent l andscape features - as , in a sense they had been for 
several thousand years . 

(20) Cumpst on , op cit , gives a detailed description of the Tasmanian 
women and their relations with the men. There are photographs of 
two women descendants in the Penneshaw National Trust Museum (1980) 
and references to "Old Dudley". 

(21 ) Such was the outrage both the murders and the hangings e licited, 
there are numerous descriptions, including one by the police officer 
Alexander Tolmer , in his Reminiscences . . Vol. 1 (London 1882) 
pp. 182- 193 . The oral evidence handed down by the Abor i gines a lso 
per sisted, and was passed to Norman Tindale by Milerum in the 1930s 
(see file). 

(22) George Fre nch Angas , Savage Li fe and Scenes in Australian and New 
Zealand (London , 1847 . Facsimilie , Ade l aide, 1969) , p. 192 . 
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Efforts by the police were at f ir st ineffectual. One of the r ecommended 
sites was known locally as the "Hang ing Tree", *12 a massive red gum 
which was used to hang the s upposed kil l ers of anothe r shepherd , Captai n 
Beevor, during this period . (2 3 ) Of a ll places of European settlement 
in South Austra l ia , Port Lincoln came closes t to abandonment due t o 
these attacks, a nd it i s of interest to note that such was the f earful 
respect they i nspired , only the tribesmen of the Port Lincoln area are 
l isted by name in the Colony ' s census in 1841. This list includes the 
suspected Hawson attackers. 

Ultimately, pacification was again provided by the police , includ ing 
Abor iginal troopers and trackers . They set up a ser ies of polic e 
stat i ons across the Peninsula , principally as control points. The ruins 
of Tungatta Police St at i on , near Lake Tungketta , have been recommended 
as one o f the few su r v i v i ng sites. *12 Bes ides Port Lincol n, the other 
stations were near Venus Bay (Cherooroo , which we visite d, but no 
subs tantial r e lics r ema in) and on the northern coas t nea r Tumby Bay. 

Eyre Peninsula was also the scene of the killing of an expl orer , John 
Charles Darke, dur i ng his Nor t h-Western Expl oratory Expedition, wh ich 
s tarted from Port Lincoln in 1844 . (24 l After the attack , Darke ' s men 
started to struggle back south , but had to bury Darke beneath a range 
of hills, the peak o f which was named Darke's Peak. The l ocality was 
identified more t han f ifty years later, s hortly before it was to have 
been oblite r a t ed by agr i cultura l development . A rese r ve was declared 
and a monument was e r ected , one of the few perpetuat i ng the memory of an 
official expl o r er killed by Aborigines. *12 

The l arge , well-organised ba t tles with overlanders in South Aus t ralia 
and ac ross the border nea r t he Ruf us River brought in r esponse several 
major punitive expeditions from Adelaide during 1840-1841 , and , more 
successfully , the establishment of a garrison settlement on the Murray 
at Moorundie . (25) Moorundie *~ was thus unique i n South Australia , 
a nd while it was never actual l y used in ba ttle agains t the Aborigines, 
friendly relations were establi shed by the Administrator, the explor e r, 
Eyre , which did ensure peace along the Murray . Moorundie was also 
important as one of the earliest country towns establi shed , the f ir s t 
on the Murray , and i t was used constantly by travellers t o , and along 
the Ri ver. I t was abandoned i n 1856. 

(23) Henry Holroyd , South Aust r a lian Pioneer " his au tobiography 
(Ade l aide , 1911) pp . 27-29 describes his mai n t ask as Pol ice 
Inspector on the Wes t Coast as l ate as 1855 as the tracking down 
and bringing t o gaol of the ''natives", gratefully acknowledged 
t he essential guidance of the other Aborigines . 

(24) R. G. S .S.A., Pr oceed ings , Vol, XIX , 1917-18 pp. 154-162 . R.W. 
Gowlland, Darke of the Peaks (New Town, 1976) . 

(25) There i s extensive documentation of Moorund i e (see Moorund i e file) , 
and a good brief his t o r y by P.F . Donovan in South Australian 
Museum, Ngaiwang Folk Province, Nat i ona l Estate Study (Adelaide, 
1977) pp . 90,92-95 . 
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As settlemen t proceeded, and with it, the d irect and indirect destruction 
o f the Aborigines , and t heir powe rs as dis ti nctive and independent 
cultural g rou ps , there was l ess and l ess need for such overt forms 
of conquest and control. Instead , it was soon apparent , such was the 
threat to the i r ve ry existence , tha t some effort should be made t o 
protect the Aborigines , and perhaps the most sincer e and the most 
sustained efforts were made through the Anglican Church in setting up 
virtually self-contained se ttlements , the first being Poonindie , *1l 
near Port Lincoln in 1850 , and then Point McLeay *~ on Lake Alexandrina 
in 1859 . Both we re strictly r un but a l so provided education , training 
in useful station skill s and a reasonable livel ihood . Both we r e 
s uccess ful in the ir own terms, but were ultimatel y defea ted by the 
mounting prejudices of European soci e t y . Both places are o f nationa l 
significance, in t e rms of Aborig inal and European he ritage . 

He ritage Investiga tions visited and documented Poon indie *12 whe r e 
the re are numerous r emaining buildings and other structures . (26) Al l 
are included in the recommendations o f t hi s S tudy. 

(d) First Formal Settlement 

A numbe r of s ites have already been descr i bed in t he con t ext of 
whaling and sealing or Aboriginal-European con tact. Sel ec tion of othe r 
early settlement s ites was rigorously limi ted by t he criteri a adopt ed 
for this proj ect , as desc r ibed in the in troduction to the historical 
secti on. For thi s r eason , only four fur t her s ites are r ecommended , 
though they include a t l east one site , Ki ngscote Hi s t oric Rese r ve *14 
which is of national hi s torica l and archaeol ogical sign i ficance . 

Early settlement followed the pat t ern of penetration inland from the 
coast , with the towns and the f i rst farmers tend i ng t o l ocate c l ose 
to the coast . This ea rli est phase of col oni sa tion also produced a 
number of at t empt ed settlements based more on speculative v isions than 
solid local asset s. Two of the three town s ites r ecommended, Kingscote , 
and Happy Valley (Port Lincoln) were t hus established , and badly 
falter ed soon afterwards , although l ate r se ttlements wh i ch gr ew up 
close-by eventually prospered . 

(26) See Poonindie fi l e. There i s both c on t emporary and secondary 
documentation, including a history by the founder , Bi s hop Ha l e , 
The Aborigines of Au s tr alia , being an account of the institution 
for the ir education a t Poonindie , South Aus tralia . 
(London, 1889) 



Native Mission school house with bake oven ruin in foreground . 
I tem : Poonindie Native Mission Site 
Region : 12 
Themes: Abor iginal -Eu r opean con t act; First formal se t tlement 
Film : 152 Neg 12 
(Refer to Recommendation 6(a)) . 
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Kingscote *14 was the first formal settlement established in South 
Australia. Its s iting on Kangaroo Island in 1836 reflected the South 
Australian Company's gullibility in accepting glowing descriptions 
of the is l and's assets, and greed in expecting Kingscote to become 
the major entrepot for the col ony, if not its capital city. 

It was a resounding failure and the entire settlement was abandoned 
a few years later. (27 ) Unl i ke Adela ide , which did become the capital 
and whose subsequent deve l opment has obl iterated most traces of 
initial occupation, modern Kingscote was built some distance from 
its original site. Thi s has ensured a degree of preservation remarkable 
for its age and extent. However, given the perishable na ture of most 
of the bui l dings and structures, most built relics are at ground level 
or below ground , though the si te also includes natural f eatures , 
such as "the old mulberry tree", and subt l e l and form indica tions of 
prior use, such as cellars, fence-lines and roads, as well as the 
cemetery and various monumenls. 

Port Lincoln, with its superb harbour, was one of the sites favoured 
by many vociferous colonists as the site of the capital city. Although 
the Surveyor-General, Colonel Ligh t , wise l y decided against the site 
on the g r ounds of its barren interior, this did not preven t private 
specu l ator s establishing a town there as early as 1839. The plaque 
marking the l anding s ite, *12 and two surviving cottages *12 in the 
original se ttlement at Happy Val ley have been noted. I sol ation, the 
limitations of arable land, and the threat of Aboriginal attacks kept 
the settlement tiny and on the po i nt of desertion. However, pastoral 
wealth soon bolstered its position. (28) 

(27) There are two excellent historical accounts of early Kingscote, 
and the activities there of the South Australian Company. The 
Company established the town and imported its workers, its 
building ma t er i als and its supplies , even its water. I.A. Diamond 
"Problems in the South Australian Company's Settlement on Kang a roo 
Island " (Hons . History, Un i versity of Ade l aide, 1952) and"Aspects 
of the history of the Sou th Australian Company - the first 
decade '' (M. A. Adelaide , 1955) and F.H. Bauer, "The Regional 
geography of Kangaroo Island, South Australia ". (PhD. , Australian 
Nat i onal Universi ty, 1959 . ) Both of these are he l d at the S.A. 
Archives. 

(28) P.J . Bai llie, Port Lincol n and district (Pt . Lincoln, 1978) See 
also Light' s Brief Journal (1839) for his rejection of the site 
as capi tal . 



View over Reeves Point with first settlement ruins on foregrou nd hillside . 
Item : Kingscote Historic Area 
Region : 14 
Theme : First forma l set tlement 
Film: 130 Neg 11 
(Refer to Recommendat i on 2(b) and 6(a)). 
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Robe, the first port in the South-East, was set out by the Government 
in 1846, and was, by contra st with Kingscote and Pt. Lincoln, an 
enormous success during its early years. (29 ) Roya l Circus , *~ , the 
town's centre and survey point and the adjacent coastal s ites and 
structures *6 have been r ecommended on the basis of the sign ificance 
in terms of transport and communications (see below). 

Stephen Ilenty's stat i on , be l ow the peak of Mt . Gambie r, was t he fir s t 
settlement in the l ower South-East, being occupi ed via Port l and in 
1839-1841. The earlies t overlanders s uch as Bonney , used to pass 
through the Hentys' property at Portland en route to South Australia. 
Actual land explora tion parties , led by Major Mitche ll and by Governor 
Grey were somewhat surprised to discover thi s unexpected "outpos t of 
c i vilisation", at Mt. Gambie r , though Ilen ty was soon usurped by a 
pastoralist with the acumen to take out a proper sur vey (30). The 
actual buildings have disappeared, though a monument *6 s t ands nearby, 
and we were loaned the on ly known surviving photograph of the 
buildings (see fil e ). 

Early Transport and Commun ications 

The sett l ement and economic development of South Aus tralia depended 
largely upon the cons truction of roads , r a i lways and ports , and t hrough­
out the nineteen th century , coastal s hipping was vita l. In this early 
period , g i ven the limitations of both funds a nd powers, the Government 
could do little t o provide many faciliti es , beyond planning routes and 
landing places . Much else was l eft to private hands , even the new 
facilities at Port Adel a ide . New ports were establi shed also by the 
Government, notably a t Robe , *~, Port Wa ke fi eld and Por t Elliot *!· 
Roads - even major highways - we r e not so much construc t ed as worn i nto 
exi s tence by passing traffic, frequently following ancient Aboriginal 
routes , natural contours and the ava ilabl e water supplies . This seems 
to have dictated the routes overland th rough the Coorong and from Port 
Lincoln to the West Coast , both following near th e coas t the base of 
sandhills, where ground water r ead ily came to the su rface . (31) 

(29) A.H . Barrowman, Old Days and Old Ways (Robe , 1971) p . 73, also 
U. E.P.G. , Robe Conserva tion Study , Part 1, (Ade l aide, 1979). 

(30) L.R. Hill, Moun t Gambier: the city a r ound a cave (Adelaide , 1972 ), 
pp. 10-12. Also monument, near hut s ite (see file). 

(31) Pe rsonal Observation, Jim Winckel, near Meningie , 27/ 11/80. 

\ 
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Wi th the introduction of local government in 1853 came a more determined 
effort to upgrade local roads and bridges. Then , from 1860 to 1890, 
one of the major achievements of the central government was the estab­
lishment and the extension of transport facilities. Road , rail , 
telegraphic and harbour facil ities were demanded by an increasingly 
assertive populace . With private enterprise preferring short-term 
high-profit investment, the establishment of the long-term, high capital 
outlay , transport and communication systems were left to an often 
reluctant government . From 56 miles of railway open in 1861 , the 
mileage grew slowly to 133 miles in 1870. The railway rush came with 
the seventies , with 667 miles completed by 1880 . Only the railways 
up to about 1860 are included in this project . These were the pioneers 
of South Australia's railway age . (32) 

Perhaps the best example of a site recommended by this Study wh i ch 
represents several facets of transport and communications in combination, 
is Harvey's Re-turn on Kangaroo Island. When Cape Borda Lighthouse was 
constructed in 1858, there was no possible way of supplying keepers 
and their families by land or sea, given the wildness of both . A small 
rock bound cove , to the east of Cape Borda, named Harvey's Return *14 
after a sealer, became the landing site for all supplies , and continued 
in use until the 1920s. The site includes the landing pylon , steel­
track and horse-powered winch, used to haul supplies up the steep slope. 
Thus Harvey ' s Return was essential to the operation of the lighthouse , 
while a l so providing an excellent exampl e of land-based transport under 
extraordinary difficult conditions . The small cemetery *14 nearby 
includes men drowned during the years whilst unloading in the cove, as 
well as lighthouse keepers and family members. 

(a) Navigation 

Apart from minor set tlement overland via the eastern colonies 
(such as by the Hentys ') £ navigation was the sole means by wh i ch the 
first explorations and initial settlements we r e enabl ed . Navigation 
also provided for the only form of overseas communications unti l the 
completion of telegraph links i n the 1870s and was essential to colonial 
and intercolonial trade and passenger transport until well into the 
twentieth century. From this point of view then, eve r y jetty, wharf , 
sea-wall , lighthouse , ship , ketch , wharf building and associated 
structure is important and should properly be the focus of an entire 
separate study. 

(32) M.J. Walters , "Policies, production and peopl e : South 
Australia, 1861-189 1" B.A. Honours History thesis, 
University of Adelaide , 1971, p . 6. 
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From the 1850s, a proliferation of smal l ports and jetties along the 
long , indented coastline ,served rural hinterlands by shipping loads 
of wheat, wattle-bark, wool and copper to Port Adelaide. More than 
90 formal shipping points were ultimately created , a greater number 
than in New South Wales and Victoria combined . The old port faci li ties 
wh ich survive are all relics of that trade and development . 

Christmas Cove, where Matthew Flinders anchoreddur ing his visit to 
Kangaroo Island in 1802 , and wh i ch he named , is one such s ite linked 
to explorat ion by navigation. Nepean Bay and the foreshore of Kingscote 
Hi storic Reserve *14 are simi l arly lin ked ; the advantages of the Bay 
being one of the maj or reasons for the init i al settlement at Kingscote. 
Unfortunatel y, few built relics of the earliest phase of navigation 
survive intact; at best the sites may show signs of former use, s tumps 
of early j e tties , mooring rings or vestiges of sea-wall. Robe *6 and 
the Kingscote Historic Reserve *14 are good examples of these. 

Stone from the quarry *14 at Kingscote was shipped by the South 
Australian Company to construct its section of the new Port Road (this 
being easier in 1840 than hauling stone from the nearby Mt. Lofty 
Ranges), and there are two early quarries at the site. Both have been 
identified and included irl the recommendations of this Study . 

Most of the harbour facilities in long-term use have been replaced at 
l eas t once since first constructed , a lthough frequently using the 
earlier mater i als and the site. Part of the 1852 j e tty *! at Port 
Elliot may have been incorporated in the modern jetty, while the 
original sea- wall *! and the breakwater *! have survived . (33) It i s 
possibl e that the Port Lincoln Town Jetty *12 also retains elements 
of earlier jetties , a l though it has been rebuilt several times. Other 
j e tties , such as Rosetta Head were rebuilt on the exact site of their 
predecessors; in this case , an 1856 structure replaced the whalers ' 
j e tty of the 1840s. (34) *! 

Before the construction of j ett i es , in many parts of South Australia 
horse-drays were driven directly into the sea , the bags or bales were 
off-loaded onto lighters and then hauled aga in, by brute force , on to 
the waiting ketch . In some places , ramps or causeways were constructed 
to improve upon the shifting sea-bed; a good surviving example is the 
Parara Causeway, *10 , south of Ardrossan. "Parara" was a large pastoral 
run on Yorke Peninsula taken up by one of the Bowman brothers in the 
1840s. The track from the inland, over which wool was carried still 
exists , leading directly down to the causeway. (35) 

(33) E. Noack , s. Marsden , J. Dallwitz, Port Elliot and Goolwa Heritage 
Studl, (Adelaide, 1981: National Estate) pp. 42 , 43. 

(34) V. M. Branson , Victor Harbour and District Sketchbook (Adelaide, 1974) 
pp. 52- 53 

(35) Personal information , Miss Beryl Neumann , also M.N . Wicks, The 
Pioneering Bowman brothe rs of Maitland and Ardrossan (Balhannah, 1979) 
pp. 6-12 
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Like the railways, the boom in j etty-building accompanied the landrush 
by farmer s in the 1870s and 1880s. While this period i s beyond the 
scope of the current project, seve ral of t he j e tties , and a lighthouse , 
dating from this era have been noted , due t o their in t e r es t or 
importance or, a s sugges t e d above , thei r i ncor por a tion of earlie r 
j e tties. 

Port MacDonnell was the last South Austra lian port be fo re Victoria, and 
hence a major stopover for coastal vessel s and a cus toms po int. The 
first jetty was constructe d in 1861 , with extensive additions and 
alterations being made in 1870. (36) The present j e tty *6 appears t o 
retain features of bo th earlie r s tructu res , and the grand-Cus t oms 
House nearby is a l ready on the Registe r of State He ritage Items. Port 
Lincoln Town Jetty *12 has been mentioned. The jetty was built to its 
present design in 1859, and extens ive a l te rations we r e c a rried out in 
1867, 1914, 1920, 1949 and 1978. (37 ) Such was the volume of trade 
at Port Lincoln, two other jetties wer e also bui lt ne arby, whi l e the 
rest of Eyre Peninsula made do with the horse-to-boa t methods described 
earlier. 

I mportant jetties of the 1880s we r e built a t Tumby Bay and at Mount 
Dutton Bay *12. Mount Dutton Bay is o f cons ide rable inter est, as r e lics 
r emain of the stee l track which l ed from the l a rge wool s hed nea rby. 
The woolshed *12 timbers were imported f r om Port Ade l a ide and we r e 
ma rk e d so as to facilitate e r ection on s i te . These ma rkings are still 
clearly visible . 

The most s ignificant port site in South Aus tralia was the or iginal Por t 
Ade laide, commonly known a s Po rt Miser y . However, this s ite and the 
upper Port Rive r itself have been obli terated by the Wes t Lakes 
deve lopment. Two o f the most important l anding pl ac es fo r ove r seas ma il 
and passenge rs were t he Semaphore and La rgs j e tties . Both wer e es tab­
li s hed l a t e r than Hol d f as t Bay a nd Po r t Adela i de (neither of t he 
orig inal l anding s ites or j ett i es s ur v iving at these pl aces ), but 
l argely took ove r from these places , particularly as ocean-going s hips 
became larger. The anc horage at Semapho r e was used from about 1850 . I t s 
f i rs t j ett~ was constructed i n 1859 , whic h was ext ended (la rgely r e built) 
in 1873. ( 8) *l Va riou s othe r gove rnment f acilities , inc luding the 
Cus t oms House and Boarding S t a t e and the Ti me-Ball t owe r we r e built as 
part of the complex, as Port Adela i de ' s '' ou te r harbour" during the 1870s 
and 1880s and fo r those years , Sema phor e acted as the ma in entry poin t 
to South Austra lia, until La r gs t ook over be tween 1883 and 188 7, a fter 
t he cons truction of its jetty in 188 2. 

(36) Department o f Marine and Har bor s pl ans 2969/ 68 (1861 a nd 1870) . 

(37) Notice boa rd a t Por t Lincoln Town J e tty (1980) . 

(38 ) Department of Marine and Ha rbors , Sempahore no ting plan , t r aced 
from DRG. 11098/30. 
See also R.P. Whitworth, Baillie r es Sout h Au s t r alian Gazetteer 
and Road Guide (Ade l a ide , 186 6) p . 272 r e Waymouth (s ubsequent l y 
Semaphore) j etty . 
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The other s t r ucture surv i ving from Port Ade l aide's early per iod i s 
Fl etcher ' s slip *l, ad j o ining the Port River near the hea rt of present 
day Port Adelaide. (39) Slips played an essential r ole in mainta ining 
South Austr alia' s shipping , and Fle t c he r ' s slip was one of the most 
i mportan t, just as the Port i tself was the focal point of shipping 
a nd sh ip' s t rades and industr i es . Henry Fletcher himself , a Scottish 
craftsman-shipwright, was also s uccessful l y i nvolved in t he shipping 
trade. (40) 

Lighthouses and obel i sks , as sh ip's gu ides , a r e also of obvious 
he ritage sign i f i cance t o this t heme . Bu t (like pos t offices) the ir 
s i gni ficance has already been recognised by i nclu sion on t he Reg i s t ers 
of State Heritage Items and of the Na tiona l Estate. The only ear l y 
lighthouse not as ye t being lis t ed on the S t a t e Reg i ster is the Point 
Lowly Lighthouse *12, which has , accordingly , been s uppor t ed by 
furthe r documentation. 

Shipping facilities we re provided not only a long the coast , but also 
along the Ri ver Murr ay . The col ony' s f i rst ma j or public works we r e 
the cons truction be t ween 1851 and 1854 of fac iliti es at Goolwa and at 
Por t Ell i ot. Goo l wa was c r ea t ed a s the "bottom end" of the river 
trade network and a horse-power ed railway connected Goolwa with its 
sea- port at Port Ell i ot. Australi a ' s f irs t public i ron track railway 
was operating by 1854 , with the associat ed works and port fac ilities 
virtual l y compl ete. The r emunerative c a r goes brough t back by the 
f i rs t paddle steamers provided an i mmed iate st imulus to new towns at 
Gool wa and Port Elliot, and to f urther i nl and sett l ement uprive r into 
New South Wal es and Victo ria . An enormous volume of r i ve r trade 
deve loped in a ll th r ee colon i es , passing through Gool wa and fi na lly 
Port Elliot, although from 1857 a few determined captains by- passed 
the s l ow-up on the line by running regu l ar services through the Murray 
Mouth *~ itsel f , <

41 ) where a f lags t aff and a p ilot were provided . 
Al l the importan t si tes and r e lics a t Goolwa and Port El l i o t o ther 
than those s uch as t he Rai lway Superintendent' s house , a lready included 
on the Register of State Her itage Items or the Gool wa whar f wh ich i s 
outside of the pr oj ect's per i od , have been documen t ed and recommended. 
They include , at Goolwa , t he railway horse- stabl es *!, the orig ina l 
rai l way cutting, *4, the cus t oms hou se *4 , a nd a beam engine *4 and 
plan room *!, r eli~s of a l arge sh ip-building and r epair industry. (42) 

(39) R.P. Whitworth , ibid, p. 10 

(40) S . Marsden, A history of Woodville (Adela i de , 1977) p . 31 

(41) s. Marsden, "Summary of h i stor y " in E. Noack , S. Ma r sden and 
J. Dal1witz , Por t Ellio t and Goolwa Her i tage Study (Adelaide , 
1981) pp . 5- 6 

(42) J .C . Tolley , South Coas t Story (Port Ellio t, 1968), hi s t ory 
of Goolwa Iron Wor ks , pp. 21- 24. 
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At Port Elliot these include the site of the railway alignmen t *~, -' 
the goodshed site *~, the jetty *~, sea- wal l *~, breakwater *4 and 
br eakwater quarry *~ · 

As predicted by its de tractors , due to severe storm damage, Port 
Elliot rapidly proved a dis aster as a port, and as the volume of 
trade increased, the railway was extended in 1864 to Victor Harbor , 
which had been argued fo r in the first place . An impr~ssLve 

r ai l way goods s hed *~was built there in 1864, fr om s hip ' s b~. 
It still houses an old crane , and forms pa r t of an impr ess ive complex 
of railway buildings (of a later date) and nearby commerc i al and 
pr iva t e buildings, the heart of historical Victor Harbor. 

Other impress i ve relics of the river trade , such a s the Morgan Wharf, 
were constructed at a l ater date , but t he r e were many small l ocal 
l and ing places established as trade developed , Fromm ' s Landing *2 
being an excellen t example , with a way cut down through the cliffs 
and a large gum tree , with relics of a gantry , used as a l oading boom . 

( b ) Road Transport 

Early colonial road transport f aci lities have been d i scussed 
above . Major r outes soon radiated from Adelaide , north , east a nd 
south. Several items a l ong these routes have been selected for thei r 
significance or r epresentativeness. The rout es to the east provided 
a lifeline to the older established colony of New South Wales, and 
from 1839, when the f irs t route via the Coorong was p i oneered, most 
of South Australia' s or i gina l stock , no t to say expertise (i n the 
form of experienced bush workers and stockmen) travelled overland . 
The Ade l aide-Melbourne road continued to follow this route , which 
crossed the Coorong (now south of Salt Creek) at one point . This 
crossing *~ survives as part of a Nationa l Park . All overland travel­
lers had to cross the River Murray , and by 1840, Wellington was well 
known as one of the few safe crossing s . A nar r ow causeway *2 was 
built across the eastern swamps , a ferry (possibly the first on t he 
Murray) was provided, and hotels including the Bushman's Camp *2 on 
the eastern approach and the Wellington Hotel *5 on t he western bank 
s usta ined the drovers. 

The second overland route from New South Wales also followed water by 
passing down the River Murray. Two stopping points a l ong this rou t e 
Von Ri eben' s Hotel *5 and the Nor ' West Bend Station *5 have been 
recommended , as well as Mount Rufus *~ , which was sighted and named 
by Charles Sturt and which subsequently ac t ed as a prominent landmark 
to the first overlanders . (43) North West Bend, where the river ' s 
di r ect i on turns from west to south , was one of the earliest of the 
inland landmarks in South Australia to be appreciated by Europeans . 
Sturt ment ioned it in his 1829/30 exploration , excited by the promise 
of ending his journey , and he l ate r l ed an expedi tion in 1839 o f the 
adjacent region, from "the Elbow". Overlanders continually referred 
t o the l andmark in the journa l s as it , too , and the s i ght of Mt . Rufu s 
signa lled the last stage i n the journey . 

(43) Ngaiwang Folk Province r eport , p . 96. 
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Al exander Tolme r claims cred i t t o r blazing the third overland route , 
wh i ch s truck off boldly into the "water l ess deser t" of the Murray 
Mallee a fte r cross ing a t Wellington . This route was established as 
an a ttempt to has t en t he way of troopers on the gold escort , which 
was formed in 1852 to transpor t gold from South Aus t ralian mine r s 
who had rus hed (with the r est of the world ) to the Victorian gold­
f i e l ds. (44 ) The r ou te cont i nued to exist as a s urveyed r oad with 
wel ls and wa t e r i ng pl aces provided by governmen t sappers along t he 
way . It rarely coinc ides now with mode rn roads (which has hel ped 
i n the p r e s e rvation) and the whole route between the Moun t Lof t y 
Ranges , i nto Vi ctor ia , should be carefu l ly surveyed , documen t ed and 
i ncluded as part of the Nat i ona l Estate. Several markers , a monument 
*2, Hawk s Nes t Well *1 , a poss i bl e water s upply po i nt (Cold and Wet) 
*2, a nd a section of the t rack itsel f *1 have been ident i fied in t he 
Mu r r ay Malleee , and Heritage Invest i gations were informed of o t her 
s ites and s ec tions of t rack whi ch shoul d a l so be pr eser ved . 

The Mount Lofty Range s fo r med a quite form i dable ba r r i er t o eas tward 
t r ave l ler s , t he r ou tes which we r e fo l lowed being s t eep and arduous . 
As e l sewh e r e , wells and ho t e l s were a necessity and the Al dgate pump 
*1 and we l l *1 has been sElected a s a we l l known and r eadi ly identif­
i abl e exampl e , as wel l as the Cornish Arms Hotel *1 which was built 
in a bout 18 40 benea t h Mt. Tor rens as a staging house for bullock 
tr a i ns en r ou t e f rom the Mur r ay . (45 ) 

Fulla r ton Road was t he main road from Adel aide via Mi tcham t o Belair , 
Cor omande l Va l ley , t he nce to t he south coast towns (Goolwa , Port 
Ellio t and Vi c t o r Ha r bor ) . At Mitcham , a fine stone br i dge *~ built 
i n 1866 , carr i ed traff i c across Brownhill Creek , although t he earlier 
alte r nat i ve ford *2 on Muggs !!ill Road has also continued in use to 
t his day . (46) 

An e xcellen t example of the ear l i est form of transport - by foot - has 
su r vived in the fo r m of a walking trail *~ , *1 winding down from 
Hahndorf to Adela i de . This trail , which was direct but far too 
steep fo r horse or bul l oc k , was used by the German women who lived 
and farmed at Hahndorf . They carried farm produce down a l ong the track 
to sell in Adelaide . The t rack , much of which i s sti l l i n use for 
recreat i ona l hi ki ng , dates f r om the f i rst years of the col ony , Hahndorf 
hav ing been settled in 1839 . The women who used i t played a signif­
i cant role in t he provi s i oning of the Capital ci t y , given the slow 
star t to fa r mi ng on t he pla i ns . (47) 

(44) See L.J . Blake , Gol d Escort, (Melbourne , 1971) 

(45 ) Architectural Des i gn students , School of Architecture and 
Building , S . A. I ns titu te of Technology , "Anatomy of Mount 
Torre ns (1837- 1967) " (1967), p . 2 and maps and plans. 

(46) L . Brasse and A. Marsden , City of Mitcham Heritage Survey 
(Mitc ham 1979 , pp . 12 , 72 ) and verba l communication (1980) . 

(47) A. Luur Fox , Hahndorf . . . (Fox , Hahndorf , 1977) 
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Eyre Pen i nsula was stocked and populated by means o f boat and over­
l and ing. The land route was a l ong and dry distance north, about 
the head of Spencer ' s Gulf, at Eyre ' s o r Yerkey ' s Crossing *l l south 
to Port Lincol n , then a l ong the coast west towards Streaky Bay . As 
i n al l par ts of t he col ony , wells , hotels , and accommodat i on houses 
p r ov i ded essent i al services to t r avelling man and beast. Two s uch 
a ccommoda t ion houses , Moun t Drummond *12 and Lake Ham i lton (48) *12 
have survived a l ong th i s o l d rou t e between Port Lincol n and the grea t 
West e r n pastoral r uns . Lake Wangary , along the same route , combined 
func tions in a complex of build i ngs , a hotel , stabl es , post off ice , 
l oc a l ha l l, t elegraph and te l ephone exchange and wateing point. The 
earl i est buildings no longer ex i st·, but the survi v i ng, la t er , compl ex 
of buildings *12 dese r ves preservation. 

(c) Post and Tel egraph 

The deve l opmen t of postal and te l egraph i c services ref l ected 
the spr ead of settlement and the gr owi ng network of major transport 
r outes . The bu ildi ngs assoc i ated with post and te l egraph clearl y 
r efl ec t the progress of settlement as well as t heir own specific 
functions , wh ich were quickly standardised thr oughou t the colony . Pos t 
Offices we r e also f requently used as stagi ng points on the many l ong­
distance coachi ng r outes . 

The earliest mails were carr i ed on horseback or by ma i l - cart a l ong the 
same routes descr i bed above , and frequently hotels doubl ed as pos t 
offi ces and mail s t op- over points . Apart from t hose hote l s mentioned 
earlier , another good survi ving exampl e is the Telegraph Inn , *6 near 
Robe. 

Late r, as coach i ng firms s uch as Rounsevell, and later , Hi l l and Cobb 
& Co. extended t heir ser vi ces , ma ils were carried by coach , or by 
special mail coach. By th i s time (1850s onwards ) post offices were 
being bui lt throughout the col ony by the government wi t h 260 by 1868. 
However , t he ea r liest had been constructed by 1841 at the then most 
i mpor t ant settl ements and staging points at Adelaide, Port Adela i de, 
Port Lincoln , Morphett Vale, Wi llunga and Encounter Bay (nea r Victor 
Harbor) . 

A pos t office was opened at Gawler in 1841 , a service to Mt. Barker 
i n 1842 , a no r thern mai l to Angaston in 1846 and an eastern ma i l 
ser vice to Mount Gambier i n 1846 , which provided for a fortn i ghtly 
overland ma i l servi ce between Ade l aide and the east ern colonies. 
These pos t off i ces remained very i mportant , the ir role enhanced by 
the la t e r add i tion or proximi ty of telegraph offices, t hroughou t the 
nine t eenth century . For t hese reaons , those which have survived , or 
even were later r e-bui lt , on site , may be cons i dered of greatest 
he r itage sign i f i cance in t his sub- theme of post and telegraph . 
Fortunate l y , mos t have a l ready been recognised on S ta~ and National 
Es t ate Regis t ers. 

(48 ) Ve r ba l communication , P. Bai ll ie (1980 ) and P. Bai ll ie, 
Por t Lincoln ..• p . 150 
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Once the ra i lway construction begain the mid 1850s, the mail was 
carriedmore eff i ciently by train . The first mail service established 
was between Adel aide and Port Adelaide; as was the first telegraph 
line , and two of the railway stations established along the Port 
l ine , Alber t on *2 and Bowden *2 were used as post offices and telegraph 
stati ons. (49) 

Negotiations fo r i ntercolonial telegraphic connection (between Ade l aide 
and Me l bou rne ) we r e star t ed in the same year that the first telegraph 
( to Port Adelaide) was opened wi t h i n the colony (1856). The rou te 
selected by the Super intendent of Teleg r aphs, Char l es Todd , was first 
laid , via Gool wa (later , Wellington) by direct line through Mt . Gambier 
the connect i on with Melbourne being completed in 1858 . This was the 
first inter colonial line compl e t ed, and its usefulness was augmented 
by connect i on between Melbourne and Sydney later in 1858 and between 
Sydney and Br i sbane in 1861 . I ts significance can be gauged by the 
fact that the previous fastes t method of communication was made by ship 
along the treacherous southern coast l ine . Given the l ine's signif­

icance and age , it is remarkable that a number of the original telegraph 
poles *l s t il l survive. 

If rapid i ntercolonial communicat i on was vital, the impact of immediate 
contact with overseas countr i es was immense . Once again the South 
Aust r a l ian Post and Tel egraph Department , under Char l es Todd , was 
respons i bl e for pr oviding for such a link wi t h t he construction of t he 
Over l and Te l egraph between Adelaide and Darwin in 1872 , following the 
route taken (and then recommended) by John McDouall Stuart only nine 
years prev i ously , thus connecting the telegraph systems of the Australian 
Colonies with the rest of the world . For this reason, all survivi ng 
relics of t he telegraph should be carefu lly documented and preserved . 
Heritage Investigations has given support to two of the repeater s tations 
located in South Australia , Strangways Springs *13 and The Peake *13 . 
Ve rbal confirmation of some surviving poles north of Port Augusta has 
also been received from Mr . Hans Mincham (1980). 

Howeve r , partl y as the time-pe riod was beyond the terms of reference, 
but mainly because it i s considered that the route and relics of the 
entire line shculd be s urveyed , no further investigat ion was carried 
out. 

(d) Tramways and Railways 

For the more effective assessment of items associated with the 
development of t ram and train transport, the entire period (including 
the present era) should be evaluated and the best or the most r epresent­
ative items selected for registration and ultimately for preservation. 

The pioneer i ng phase of tramways and railways in South Australia has been 
discussed briefl y above , and several of the major items and sites named 
and recommended . These inc l ude the firs t public railway (initially horse 
drawn tramway) between Goolwa and Port Elliot , its ex t ension to Vi ctor 
Harbor (see the section on Navigation above) , and the f i rst steam- powered 
t r a i ns, built be t ween Adela i de and Port Adela i de i n 1856. The only 
stati ons on that l ine wh i ch survive relatively intact are at Alberton *~ 
and Bowden *~ , a lthough a t the terminus , the Port Dock Sta tion is a goods 
shed , *~. wh i ch appears to date from that period and no l a t er t han 1860s. 

(49) The Cyclopedi a of South Austra l ia (1907) ,Vol. 1 p . 172. The Cycl opedi a 
provi des a useful hi story of post and telegraph i n S . A., pp. 268-2 75 
on which t he preced i ng paragraph is based. 
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Expans i on t ook place not a t the South Coast, but , as would be expected , 
outwards from Adel aide , beginning with a link between Adelaide and 
Gawl er in 1857 . The railway stations at North Ade l a ide *1, Sali sbury 
*2 and Gawler *~ are a ll recommended for this r eason. Gradually , the 
line was ex t ended northwards. For t en years, Kapunda r emained the most 
northern r ai l head , a smaller Adelaide with coach routes conve rging on 
the town and its rail services from all direct i ons. The Kapunda Railway 
Station *~ reflec t s the t own ' s importance . 

In the meant i me , produc t i vi t y i n t he "copper triangle" of Kadina-Moonta­
Wallaroo was such tha t private inves tors, the Wallaroo and Kad i na Railway 
& Pie r Co . , constructed their own transpor t facilities , including a 
horse-powered tramline , stations , goodsheds and a j etty , to carr y the ore 
from mine to ship . The line between Kadina and Moonta was opened in 1861 , 
and between Moonta and Wallaroo was opened in 1866 . The whole line was 
purchased and operated by the government in 1878 , being converted to 
steam i n 1878/79 and 1891.(50) It was a busy and successful line , 
performing to capacity over shor t distances much as the Goolwa- Victor 
Harbor line had been. The tramway (late r r a ilway) building *lQ - on t he 
foreshore at Wal laroo i s one of the f ew surviving relics of the line . 

As has been described in the introduction to the transport theme , massive 
e xpansion of the railways was made from the 1870s and t he r e are many 
notabl e items surviving which should be properly surveyed and protected. 
Equally i mportant are t he "portable '' items , t he machinery , eng ines , 
carriages, documents and so on , which in many cases have been cared for 
by individual hi stor ical groups such as the Pichi Rich i Ra ilway 
Pr eservation Society and the Mile End Ra ilway Museum. 

(50) South Austral i an Arch i ves research notes 197 , 304 (includes detailed 
desc r iption by W. H. Ri sby, an employee). 
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Register of the National Estate (including publi s hed 

proposed li s ts and items within Reg i s tered National 

Par ks , Conservation Parks e tc.) 

Register of State Herltage Items (including published 

interim lists ) 
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Buildings 
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Australian Aboriginal and Historic Relics Act. 

Items with in Project's terms of refe r ence 

1 

2 

3 
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Nomination for Register of the Na t ional Estate. 
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Ex i sting nomination to Registe r of St a te Her i tage Items 

or to Regis ter of the National Estate supported 

(includes i tems not yet gazetted/defe r red/unevaluated/ 

r e jected) . 

Significant items which r equ ir e fu r ther documentation or 

s ite inspection , and s ubsequen t nominat i on . 

I tems of interest which should be noted in future heritage 

su rveys , and may be conside r ed for nomination. 

Items outs ide Proj ect' s terms of r efer ence 

6 

7 

Significant i tems , outside the t erms of r e ference of 

th i s Project, which s hould be considered for nomination . 

Items of interest , outs ide the terms of reference of 

this Proj ect , which shoul d be noted in future heritage 

s urveys, and may be considered for nomination. 
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REGION 1: ADELAIDE CITY 

TYPE OF CURRENT RECOMMENDED 
ITEM ITEM THEME PERIOD STATUS ACTION 

North Adelaide Rail\.,ay • T 1851-18 83 NT 1,2 
Station 

Stuart Memorial E 1851-1883 2 
Plaque , "Car clew" 1928-1945 

First Survey Point s 1836-1850 2 
Memorial, Adelaide 1928- 1945 



33. 

REGION 2: ADELAIDE METROPOLITAN AREA 

TYPE OF CURRENT RECOMMENDE 
ITEM I TEM THEME PERIOD STATUS ACTION 

Port Dock Station Goods 
Shed • T 1851- 1883 4 

Fletcher ' s Slip, Port 
Adelaide 0 N .1.836-1850 4 

Hahndorf-Adel aide 
Walking Track 0 R 1836-1850 3 (NE SH 

Mugg ' s Hill Road Ford, 
Mitcham 0 R 1836-1850 2 

Br01-mhill Creek Bridge, 
Mitcham ... R 1851-1883 NT NE 3 (SH) 

Semaphore Jetty .... N 1851-1883 l, 2 

Salisbury Railway Station • T 1851-1883 4 

Alberton Railway Station • PT 1851-1883 NT SH l 

Bowden Ra ilway Station • PT 1851-1883 NT SH 1 
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REGION 3 : MOUNT LOFTY RANGES 

TYPE OF CURRENT RECOMMENDED 
ITEM ITEM THEME PERI OD STATUS ACTI ON 

Aldgate Pump Well 6. R 1851-188 3 NT 5 

Cornish Arms Hotel, 
Mt. Torrens 0 R 1836-1850 2 

Hahndorf-Adel a ide 
Wal king Track (see Regi on 2) 
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REGION 4: FLEURIEU PENINSULA 

TYPE OF CURRENT RECOMMENDEI 
ITEM ITEM THEME PERIOD STATUS ACTION 

Ros e tta Head, J e tty , oe E w 1800-1835 NE 3 (NE SH) 
Plaque and Whale .A6 N 1836-1850 
Fisher y 

Ra ilway Supe rintendents 
House , Goolwa • T 1851-188 3 NE NT 3 (SH) 

Port Elliot Jetty and 
Sea Wall A N 1851-1883 2 

Port Elliot Breakwater 
and Granite Quarry O.A N 1851-1883 2 

Ra ilway Goods Shed, 
Victor Harbor • T 1851-1883 NT 1,2 

I 
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REGION 5: MURRAY RIVERLANDS 

TYPE OF CURRENT RECOM1'1ENDEC 
ITEM I TEM THEME PERIOD STATUS ACTION 

Fromm ' s Landing , 
Wa lker ' s Flat 06 N 1851-1883 NE AHR 2 , 3 (NE) 

Nor ' West Bend Station o • R 1851-1883 NT l, 2 

von Ri ebens Hotel and 
Cemetery , Mo r gan 00 R 1851-1883 2 

Moor undie 06 A E 1836-1850 
s R 4 

Mason's House , Wellington 0 A 1851-1883 4 

Wellington Hotel • R 1836- 18 50 NT 5 

Well i ngton Ferry and 
Causeway O .A R 1836-1850 l , 2 

Bushman ' s Camp Hotel , 
Wellington East 0 R 1836- 1850 5 

"Bleak House " , Mannum • N 1851-1883 NT 4 

Point McLeay Mission o • A 1851-1883 NT 4 
(church) 

Murray Mou th • A E 1800- 183 5 l/2 
N 1836- 1850 

1851- 1883 

Sturt ' s Campsite , 
Goolwa oe E 1800- 183 5 4 

Tram\-lay Hor se Stables, 
Gool wa • T 1851-1883 NT 2 

Chart Room , Goolwa • N 1851-1883 2 

Customs House , Gool wa • N 1851- 1883 2 

Raih1ay Cutting , Goolwa 0 T 1851-1883 2 

ITEMS OUTS IDEPROJ ECT ' S TERHS OF REFERENCE 

Nor'West Bend Shearer ' s 
Qua r ters 0 1851- 1883 6 



37 . 

REGION 6: SOUTH EAST 

TYPE OF CURRENT RECOMMENDEr 
ITEM ITEM THEME PERIOD STATUS ACTION 

Baud in Rocks • E ~'J 1800-1835 NE 2 ,3 (NE) 

Royal Circus , Robe 06 E N 1836-1850 SH 1 , 3 (SH) 
s 

Telegraph Inn , Robe 0 R p 1851-1883 2 

Port MacDonnell Jetty ... N 1851- 1883 2 

Centenary Tower, Mt. •• E 1800-1835 NT 1, 2 
Gambier 1884-1914 

Henty ' s Hut Site , Nt. 
Gambie r O .A s 1836- 1850 2 

Mount Gambier and Lakes • E 1800- 1835 4 

Dev il ' s Punc h Bowl • E 1836-1850 4 
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REGION 7 : MURRAY MALLEE 

TYPE OF CURRENT RECOMMENDEr 
ITEM ITEM THEME PERIOD STATUS ACTION 

Hawks Nes t Wells and 
Gold Escort Route 06 R 1851-1883 1 , 2 

Kangaroo Flat House and 00 R 1851-1883 4 
Water Rese rves 6 

Gold Escort Route, 
Binnie ' s Well R 1851- 1883 4 

Maria Murders and 
Retribution Sites 0 A 1836- 1850 NE 2,3 (NE) 

Magrath Flat Wedge 6 1836- 1850 5 

Relics of Adelaide- 6 p 1851-1883 NE 3 (NE SH) 
Melbourne Telegraph 
Line , Coorong 
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REG I ON 8 : LOWER NORTH 

TYPE OF CURRENT RECOMMENDEC 
ITEM ITEM THEME PERI OD STATUS ACT ION 

Gawl e r Railway Station .... T 1851- 1883 NT 3 

Kapunda Rai lway Station • 'I' 1851-1883 NT , NE 4 

Clarevale Winery • R 1851- 1883 4 
(former coach ing 
s t abl e s) 

River t o n Railway St ation 
and Structures .... T 1851- 1883 NT 4 

t<lenge ' s I s l and • E 1836- 1850 4 

Mount Rufus • ER 1800- 1835 2 
1836-1850 



40. 

REGION 10: YORKE PENINSULA 

TYPE OF CURRENT RECOMMENDEr 
ITEM ITEM THEME PERIOD STATUS ACTION 

"Parara " Causeway • R N 1851-1883 4 

Wa1laroo Rai lway Bu ilding 
(Tramway Store) • T 1851-1883 4 
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REGION ll: FLINDERS RANGES 

TYPE OF CURRENT RECOMMENDED 
ITEM ITEM THEME PERIOD STATUS ACTION 

Flinders Campsite and 
Memoria l, Pt. Augusta 0.6 E 1800-1835 l, 2 

Yerkey 's Crossing 0 R 1851-1883 2 

Wilmington Coaching 
Stabl es • R 1851-1883 NT NE 2 

Survey Cairn, .6 E 1851-18 83 2 
Mt. Chambers 
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REGION 12: EYRE PENINSULA 

TYPE OF CURRENT RECOMMENDED 
ITEM ITEM THEME PERIOD STATUS ACTION 

Hemory Cove .... E 1800-1835 NE 2,3 (NE) 

Fishery Bay 00 w 1836- 18 50 AHR 1,3 (SH) 
6 

Happy Valley First 
Landing Site OA. s 1836-1850 2 

Smith and Shaen Cottage, 
Happy Valley • s 1836-1850 5 

Smith and Shaen Cottage, 
Happy Valley • s 1836-1850 5 

Flinders Watering Site, 
Port Lincoln 0 .& E 1800-183 5 2 

The · Hanging Tree, 
Mount Drummond • A 1836-1850 1,2 

Central Station Cottages • A s 18 51-1883 2 

Darke 's Grave and 
Monument O A. A E 1836-1850 1,2 

1884-191 4 

Eyre's waterhole, I 

Cooeyana 0 E R 1836-1850 NE AHR 3 (NE SH) 
s 1851-1883 

Refuge Waterho1e 06 E 1836-1850 AHR 2 

Tungatta Police Station 
Site 00 A 1851-1883 4 

Nuyts' Archipelago • E pre 1800 NE 2,3 (NE) 

Pieter Nuyts Memorial, 
Streaky Bay ... E 1 ,2 

Thistle Island 00 E w 1800-1835 4 
6 1836-1850 

Lak e Hamilton Eating • House R 1851-1883 NT NE 3 (SH) 

Stuart's Hut Site 0 E 1851-1883 2 



REGION 12: EYRE PENINSULA 

ITEM 

Poonindie Native Mission 
Sites 

Port Lincoln Town Jetty 

Winte r Hill 

Mount Drummond 
Accommodation House 

Hawson Murder Site, 
Li ttle Swamp 

Hawson First Burial Site 

Hawson Second Burial 
and Memorial 

TYPE OF 
ITEM 
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00 
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o • 

o • 

o • 
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THEME 

A S 

N 

E 

R 

A 

A 

A 

ITEMS OUTSIDE PROJECT ' S TERMS OF REFERENCE 

Taunto Hut Site , 
Mount Drummond 

Towalla Homestead 

Mu ngerowi e Station 
Sites 

Mikkera Station 
Si t es 

Uley Sta tion Homestead 

Lake Wangary Hotel 
Buildi ng s 

Mount Dutton Bay Jetty 

Mount Dutton Bay 
wool s hed 

Green Patch Homestead 

Point Lowly Lighthouse 
and Buildings 

06 

• 
06 

• 
•o 

• 
• 

R p 

N 

EN 

PERIOD 

1851-1883 

1851-1883 

1836-1850 

1851-1883 

1 836-1850 

1836-1850 

1884-1914 

1851-1883 

1851-1883 

CURRENT 
STATUS 

NE NT 
(both , church ) 

NT NE 

NE 

RECOMMENDEJ 
ACTION 

1 , 2 , 3 (NE) 

4 

5 

2 

1, 2 

1,2 

1,2 

7 

7 

7 

6 

7 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 
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REGION l3: FAR NORTH 

TYPE OF CURRENT RECOMMEND 
ITEM I'l'EM THEr-'lE PERIOD STATUS ACTION 

The Peake Repeater 
Station 0 p 1851-1883 NT AHR 4 

Strangways Spr i ngs 
Repeate r Station 0 p 1851-1883 NT AHR 4 
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REGION 14: KANGAROO ISLAND 

TYPE OF CURRENT RECOMMENDEr 
ITEM I TEM THEME PERIOD STATUS ACTION 

Frenchman ' s Rock , 0.6. E 1800-1835 NT 1 , 7. 
Hog Bay 1884-1914 

George Bates Cottage Site o• \\1 1800-1835 
1884 -1914 2 

George Bntes Grave w 1800-1835 2 
1884-1914 

Kangaroo Head and oe EN 1800-1835 1,2 
Christmas Cove 

"Freshfields", Ante 
Chamber Bay • w 1800-1835 NT NE 4 

Prospect Hill • E 1800-1835 1 , 2 

"Independence" Site , 0 WN 1800-1835 1,2 
American River 

Jacob Seaman ' s Hut 0 w 1800-1835 1 , 2 

Cape Rouge Well Sites 0.6. ES 1800-1835 2 
1836-1850 

Kingscote Historic Area o• s 1836-18 50 NT 3 (NE SH) 

.6..6. (mulber ry 
tree, stone 
reserve) 

NE 
(mulberry 
tree , cairn , 
stone 
reserve) 
AHR 

Gov. Wallen's Farm 0 ws 1800-1835 4 

and S.A. Company 1836-1850 
Office Sites 

Point Tinline Whalers ' 
Lookout 06 w 1836-1850 2 

D' Estrees Bay Whale 06 ws 1836-18 50 2 
Fishery and Bates Cave 1851-1883 



46. 

REGION 14: KANGAROO I SLAND 

TYPE OF CURRENT RECOMHENDEJ 
ITEM I TEM THEME PERI OD STATUS ACT ION 

Harvey's Re tu r n 06 WN 1800-1835 NE 2 ,3 (NE) 
Landing Si t e T 1851-1883 

Harvey ' s Return 0 .&. NS 1851-1883 NE 2 , 3 (NE ) 
Cemetery 

Ravine des Casoars oe E 1800-1835 NE 2 , 3 (NE) 
1851-1883 

ITEMS OUTSIDE PROJECT ' S TERMS OF REFERENCE 

Goebbel' s Cottage 
and Sr.tlt Lake •• 7 

Calnan' s Well !:::.. 1836-1850 6 

Grassdale Homestead • NE 7 

Stone Lined 
Excava tion, 7 
D'E s tr ees Bay 

Threshing Floor , 
Point Tinline 6 
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DOCUMENTATION 

Documentat ion to locate and ill ustrate i ndividual items and support 
the recommendations made in the Table of Items accompanies this 
summary r eport and has been prepared and fi l ed in readiness for 
i nclusion i n the data s t orage facilities of the Her i tage Unit of 
the S . A. Department of Env ironment and Pl anning . A selection of 
this documentat i on re l evant to sites of National interest has been 
forwarded t o the Aus t ralian Heritage Commission . 

(a ) Oral Interview Tape Transcripts 

Cassette aud i o t apes were made of 24 hours of oral i nterv i ews . 
These have been transcr i bed a nd over 400 typed pages bound and lodged 
with the Heritage Unit. Included i n these interviews are the following 
people : 

Mr . Mervyn Corre l l , near Min l aton, Yorke Pen i nsula 

Mr. Tom McCourt , Beachport , South East 

Mr. Alex Bar rowman , Robe , South East 

Mr . Tom Eden , Mount Dr ummond , West Coas t 

Mr . Pe rc . Baillie , Port Li ncoln , Eyre Peninsula 

Miss . Jean Schramm , Whi t e River, Eyre Peninsula 

Messrs. Brian and John Hyde , Green Patch , Eyre Peninsula 

Mr. Jim Tiggemann , Brownlow , Kangaroo I s land 

Mr . Roger Williams , Kingscote , Kangaroo Island 

Mr. John Ander son , Gosse , Kangaroo Island 

Mr . Keith McKenzie, Penneshaw , Kangaroo Island 

Mr . Alan Lashmar , Lashmar ' s Lagoon , Kangaroo Island 

Mrs . Ivy Boettcher, Kingscote , Kangaroo Island 

Mr. Tim Fraser , Kelly Hill Caves , Kangaroo Island 

Mr . Colin Bell, Kingscote , Kangaroo Island 

Mr . Garth and Mrs . Ida Jackson , Kingscote , Kangaroo Island 

Mr. Herb Murray, Somerton Park 

Dr . Norman Tindale , Cali fornia (while visiting Adelaide) 

A sample interview is included as Appendix F . 

(b) 35mm Col our Transparencies 

During the course of research and field survey , approximately 
670 colour t ransparenc ies we re taken to illustrate survey and interview 
procedures, individual s ites and items a nd t o copy relevant historica l 
documents. These have been mounted, labelled and l odged with the 
Heritage Unit. (See Appendix G) . 
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(c) Medium Format Black and White Photographs 

Approximate l y 1 , 500 6cm x 4.5cm archival qua lity black and 
white neg atives were tak en ove r the 12 month period o f field survey. 
In addition to p r ov iding a photographic inventory of s i tes and items , 
a numbe r o f hi s t orical plans , photographs and documents have been 
copi ed . The negatives and proof shee t s have been annota ted and lodged 
with the Heri tage Unit . Enlargements have been made from selec t ed 
negat ives and included in the individual item f iles . (See Appendix G). 

(d) South Australian Archives Nega tives 

A numbe r of copy negatives have been purchased f rom the 
South Australian Archives. These have been lodged with the Her itage Uni t 
and enlargements included in the individual item files . 

(e) Aerial Phot ography 

A numbe r of si tes and items identi fied in this Study had been 
previously included in aerial surveys conducted by the Coast Protection 
Division of t he Department of Environment and Planning . Enlargements 
were made from a selection of these negatives and are included in the 
i ndividual item f iles . Enlargemen t s made from Department of Lands aer i al 
surveys have been lodged with the Heritage Unit a nd photocopi es i nc l uded 
in the item files . 

(f) Individual Item Files 

Files have been prepared on each of the sites and i tems l isted 
in the Table of Items , in a form ready for inclusion in the f iles of the 
Register of State Heritage Items . These individual item files contain 
photocopi es of publ i shed references , maps and aerial photos , s ite diagrams 
and plans , se l ected enla rgements from the Study ' s photographi c inventory 
and pho tocopi es of historical pl ans and ske t ches when available . The 
amount o f do~umenta ry material included in each file has been as comprehensive 
as has been possible to prepare or locate within the Study per i od . 
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APPEND I X A 

The S tudy Brief 



DEPARTMENT FOR THE ENVIRONME NT 

HERITAGE UNIT 

NATIONAL ESTATE FUNDING PROGRAMME 1979/80 

Project Title: 

Identification of sites, rou tes and items representing early European 
contact, exploration, transport and communication in South Australia. 

Originator: 

Heritage Unit. 

Rationale: 

These sites are of considerable nati onal as well as South Australian 
heritage significance, yet because their physical traces are often 
slight they are not recognised and so are frequently under threat. 
Research by consultant histori ans with the Heritage Unit has revealed 
a lack of knowledge about such sites and their under-representation 
in Nat ion al Estate, National Trust and Heritage Registers. This 
project would help rectify these imbalances. 

Scope of Project: 

It is proposed to i dentify sites of importance in the history of 
pioneer tr ansport, communication and European contact and expl orat ion 
in South Austra lia. Investigation will be made not on ly of ear ly 
contac t by not abl e navigators such as Ni colas Baud in and Matthew 
Flinders and explorers such as Edward John Eyre but al so contacts 
by seal ers, whal ers and other pi oneers . Sites associated with 
coastal and river shi pp ing, overlanding, railways, coaching and 
telegraph will be studi ed. 

Items t o be located may include blazed trees , stone cairns , 
survey relics, engraved marks, such l andscape fe atures as rock 
shelters used by whalers and seal ers, camp or depot sites , 
significant fords and passes, wharves , j etties, wells, gold 
escort routes and coaching routes and stops. 

Main Tasks: 
\ 

Hi storical investigat ion will be necessary to l ocate, descri be and 
highlight the significance of each site. Site investi gat ion will be 
undertaken to precisely locate these items and to record them 
photographically and descr iptively in a manner brief but appropriate 
to the needs of heritage r egistration. 

An inventory of sites will be made and nominations for inclusion in 
· the National and State Heritage Registers will be prepared for the 
major items. 

Personnel: 

The project would be undertaken by consultants in liaison with the 
Heritage Unit of the Department for the Environment. 
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NATIONAL ESTATE FUNDING PROGRAMME 1980/81 and 1981/82 

HERITAGE INVESTIGATIONS PROJECT 

Project to be undertaken with the aid of funds from the National Estate 
Programmes of 1980/81 and 1981/82. 

PROJECT 

Identification of sites, routes and items representing transport and 
communi cations in South Australia, from the end of the pioneering phase 
to the 1930's. 

Preparati on of material from two sl ide-aud io videotapes and two booklets 
on the heritage of early European contact with South Australia and on the 
heritage of transport and communications in South Australia. 

SCOPE OF PROJECT 

This is an expansion of a project being undertaken at present by Heritage 
Investigations, funded by a National Estate grant. The present project 
i s identifying si tes, routes and items representing ear ly European contact 
with South Australia and early transport and communications. 

The expansion comprises three parts: 

(a) Identification of Sites, Routes and Items Representing Transport and 
Communications in S.A. in the period from the 1860 s to 1930 s 

Historical research and field investigat ion and documentation (in the 
manner established during the first project), to identify sites of 
significance in the development of South Australia's transport and 
communications. This will focus on the varied and expansion ist phase 
from the end of the 1860 s (the pioneering phase is under study at 
present) until the 1930 s. 

(b) Video and Booklet: The Heritage of Early European Contact With South 
Australia . 

Preparation of materials collected during the first project (including 
slides, early photographs and oral history interviews) for presentation 
as a slide-audio videotape and as a/ booklet, for public sale or 
di stribution by the Australian Heritage Commission. 

(c) Video and Booklet: The Heritage of Transport and Communications in 
South Australia to the l930 s 

Preparation of materials collected by Heritage Investigations during 
both projects, on the heritage of transport and communications in S.A. 
from the 1830 s to the 1930 s, as a slide-audio videotape and a book let . 

CONTEXT 

The first project, on early Europe an contact, ear ly transport and communic­
ations in South Australia has focused on the pioneering phase in South 
Australia's history, locating sites and relics of the fi rst contacts, by 

?I 
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Sea (as early as 1627) and subsequent exp loration and expans i on acros s the 
land, from as early as 1802. Transport and communicat i ons fo rmed the bas i s 
for this contact by Europeans and thei r expans ion of se ttl ement . 

The project has involved preliminary hi stor i cal research , correspondence 
with local historians throughout the State and exhaustive fiel d work, reg ion 
by region, as sugges ted in the State Historic Preservation Plan : Historica l 
Guidelines. Field work has included interviews with local informants -
many of which have been taped and are being t ran scri bed and typed - phot o­
graphing, mapping and writing descriptions of actual sites , seeking furth er 
documentation and making final as sessments for nominations to the National 
Estate and State Heritage Reg i ste rs . 

In the process, a large amount of material is be ing collected, which illustrat es 
a fascinating and large ly overlooked era in South Austral ia•s history which 
identifies many s ites and items which have been hitherto only locally known . 
Such places include the remains of sealers • huts on Kangaroo Island (1820s) 
of overland stock routes throu gh the South East (from the 1840s), we ll s and 
springs used and named by exp lorers, huts designed for protection against 
attack by Aborigines, hotel s used as staging poi nts al ong coach routes, and 
early sh ipping points (in cluding a natu r al s li p used to build a ve sse l in 1804) . 

Many of these places are .of State and National Heritage sign ifi cance and 
should be recognised not on ly by inc lus ion on heri tage registers, but also 
in the form of slides and booklets to inform people of their ex is tence and 
to descr i be their hi story and uses . 

By establishing a network of informants Stat ewide, and evolvi ng a comprehensive 
research and field work procedure , the f irst project prov ides a so li d base 
for further study along the broad thematic lines advocat ed by t he Austral i an 
Heritage Commission. Transport and communicat i ons has remained on the most 
significant themes in South Au stral ian history, whil e becoming more and mo re 
complex wi th time. The proposed expans ion of the curren t project to document 
t he heritage of transport and communi cat i on to t he 1930s wi l l benefi t from 
and build upon the work al ready undertaken . 

The projects , when compl eted, wil l al low comparison to be made between items 
in different region s of South Austra li a, and between Sout h Australia and other 
States, and provide a basi s for the assessmen t of future nomi nat i ons of 
similar items. They will inform and educate, and will he lp preserve the last 
traces of the earliest and most s i gnificant re l ics of European occupation in 
South Australia . / 

MAIN TASKS 

These will involve: 

Part A. 
H1storical and s i te invest i ga tion in the manner es t ab li shed by 
the first project, to identify significant t ransport and communication sites 
followed by an inventory of s i tes, and nominations for inclusion in the Register 
of the National Estate and the State Her itage Reg i st er . 

Parts B & C. 
The preparation of materials incl uding the typescr ipt historica l summar ies, 
taped interviews , maps, s lides and photographs fo r publication and as s lide­
audio videotapes. These will be a matching pair of booklet s and vi deotapes . 
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PERSONNEL 

The project would be undertaken by the consu l tant team, Heritage Investigations 
in liaison with Heritage Unit of the Department for the Environment. The team 
includes an historian and a site recorde r/photographer, both experienced in 
heritage survey and assessment. 

PROGRAMME 

Part (a): The project will commence in Janu ary, 1981 and conclude in De cember 
1981. The procedure will be similar to that es tabli shed during the fi st project, 
combining research with contact with ·informants, then si te recording, further 
documentation and final ly as sessment and nom inat ion of se lected items for the 
Reg is ter of the National Estate and the State Heri tage Reg ister. 

Parts (b) and (c): These will commence during January 1981 and conclude in 
June, 1982. 
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To: Barry Rowney 
Senior Historic Architect 

RE: STATE HERITAGE FUNDING P;<OGRAr·1f~E 1981 
T-i'ER1iAGEfNV'C'SIIGATIONS: UPDATING Arm CO~lPLETING THE TYP ING 
OF CARDS ON S.A. HISTORICAL AND HERITAGr I NFORMANT~ 'F''OTCust 
BY THE HERITAGE UN IT -----

Qackground 

In 1979, as part of the compiling of the State Histori c Preservation Pl an 
Histo~ica l Gu idelines, the Consultant Hi storian, Susan ~larsden, distributed 
quesbonnafr-es-tofii"Ore than 20G people known to he kno\'Jledgeable about 
aspects of South Australian history and heritage, and who wou ld be prepared 
to ansl'ler· queries ft·om the Heritage Unit and heritage consu 'It ants. (see 
samp le page 151). 

168 infor1nants responded, and a further group of individuals and institutions 
were personal ly visited and recorded . The li st of institutions and informants 
each vdth an identifying number or letter, (allocated simi)ly as each response 
was r ecei ved) , was printed in the Historical Guidelines (1980), pp . 160-162 . 
This part of the Gu ide lines also provided2 c:{):~·":-eSGuTde, divi ded into bw 
secti ons, themes/topics and reg ions, with numbers or letters al ongside each 
subject indicating wh·J ch informants could provide informat ion on that subject 
(see sample pages attached), pp 155, on themes/topics and p. lSl on regions) . 

for r easons of space and confidentiali ty, the addresses and oth~r deta il s 
1 prov ided by each person rJere not printed, a·lthough siJrnmary descript ions of 

each i.1st'itution or Ol'ganisat·Ion \'Jere provided . Such a gu ide also needs 
regular expansion and updating. For all of these reasons, and for reasons of 
flex i0 ·j 1 ity , the Heritage Unit 5tart~d having a11 the infor1nation typed onto 
fil e carJs . Several cards ~·Jere prepared for cuch informant so as to establish 
individual fi les as fol lows ; 

On infOl'in an ·~s , an alphabet ical file \'li th ·informants' names ~ and their question­
naire or 1ocat1onal number ) , a themes/topics file and a regions f ile (see 
sampl e page , Mr . R.J . Noye , showing 6 of his 11 cards ). These f iles cou ld 
then be used in conjunct ion with the sources guide section of the Historical 
Gu ide'l'ines , and indeed have been so used by the Register Historianancl by 
Heritage Investigations, and thence to other members of t he •leritage Unit, 
a lthough the typing of the cards was only partially completed, and no further 
updating was carried out. 

As neither the previous Register Historian, Alexandra Marsden, nor the members 
of fleritage Invest igations, Susan Marsden and John Oal lwitz, will be readi ly 
available for answering such quer ies from Apri l 1981, and as new heritage 
consultants start at the Unit shortly, the need for the Un'it to have such 
infomation at hand is paramount. 

Project 

The correction, updating and expansion of the sources guide to informants 
(described above ) by an historian, and the comp let ion of the typing of infor­
mation onto file cards, for use by the South Australi an Heritage Unit. 

2/ ••• 
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Scope of Project 

This is basically the completion of a project started by the Heritage Unit 
as an essential part of its ongoing research and documentation activities, 
which it has not been able to complete due to staff limitations. 

Personnel 

The project would be undertaken by Heritage Investigations, which would 
engage a typist and an historian, and provide ongoing advice and supervision 
to ensure that the task is completed and successfully refl ects the knowledge 
currently obtainable. 

Programne 

The project will take about 6 weeks to complete (assuming full time work by 
historian and typist): ~weeks for the historian, 2~ weeks for the typist. 
The historian's tasks will include advice from Susan Marsden, then corr~cting 
and updating existing cards and forms , expansion to incorporate new informants 
and the sorting of cards and the establishment of rel evant files at the 
Heritags Unit. 
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HERITAGE INVESTIGATION S ON KANGA ROO ISLAND 
b y Sus an Marsden 

The Australlan llentagc Commiss ion prov1ded a grant for 1960 to John 
Dal\wit L and my~el f for rescarch1ng , docume nting and nominating to the 
Reg1s1er of the National Estate sites and items representing early European 
cont.>..:! w1t h South Au>trall.l, early transport and commun ications . 

An 
prov1des 
we have 
his tonan 

excerpt from our 
further ex;>lana t ion 
been documenttng. 
and site-recorder . 

field diary, with some background informa lio n , 
of the proJeCt and of the ktnds of heritage items 
It also illustra tes our typical "field days" as 

In terms of the hentage of early European contact different reg ions in 
Sou t h Australia arc stgnificant for dtfferent reasons, and at di fferent times . 
I n t he peciod between 1602 ( Fl1nders vistt) and 1636 (offlc ta l set t lement) 
Kan_s<Jroo Island wa s better known and mor e commonly v isite d than the 
adJOintng matnland, and so may be cons ide r ed one of the most s ig nd1ca nt 
reg 10ns 1n t he State for the pertod of i n it ial Eu ropean contact . Soon after 
formal se tt lement, the l1m1tations of the 1sland for large scale commercial and 
agnc ul t ural developmen t were made rna ntfcst , and its res idual popu lation 
l1ved a semi-subsistence life ( r ecollections of which we recorded on casse tte 
t a pe [I ]l until the 19£0s . For th1~ very reason , however, much of the island's 
he r itage - both na t ural and cul tural - has s urvived . This h e ntage includes 
the exqu tst te Kangaroo I sl a nd wa llab1es which are as common as rabb its on 
the 1sland and as rare as hen's teeth on mainland Australia , as well as 
relic s and r uin s o f sc<lle r s ' h u t s and whaling sites dating f rom the 1820s to 
the ea rly 1840s . 

We visi t ed Kangaroo I s land on our first field trip , from Sunday 4th 
May to Monday 12th May , 1960 a fter several precedi ng months ' preliminary 
gene r a l r esearch , and fo r m1ng persona l con tact s , and about a week ' s specific 
prep ara t ion . We took w1th us maps, field diary , reference books, field 
documen t ation , r ecord sheets, p ho tog raphtc equipment, cassettes and recorder -
a nd the jeep . 

F . ll. (Sltm) Bauer has p roduced an excellent the sis on the geography 
and history o f Kangaroo Isla nd [2] which provide s a carefully documented 
context for h e r·i t age work there , a nd we a l so used a n umbe r of o t her 
r eferences , notably, J.S . Cumpston , Kang aroo Is l and \800- 1836 (Roeb uck, 
Canberr a , 1970 , 197!) . Of equal impor tance , however , is the oral evidence o f 
loca l people [3] a nd , most useful, their actual gu idance to possible his toric al 
sites . On Kangaroo Island , Jim Tiggemann of Brownlow , was the pe rfec t guide , 
wi th an astonishtng sen se of direction and memory for scrub-hidden places 
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and a fund or tnformallon about the island 's more recent htstory and his own 
expenences as Wdllaby-trapper. 

Excupts from the f1eld diary follow (with ampl1fied footnotes) . 

Sa turday , 10/5/80 

F1ne, then cloudy and cold Wi th some rain show~1·s. 

Drove to Penneshaw VIii a scramble up Prospect IIlli ( Mt. Th1sby l , a la rge, 
scrub-covered sandhlll overlooking Amencan R1ver. Th1s was cltmbed and 
named by Fl1 nd ers [I.}. · Pho tographed panorarn1c v1ews . Mt!t Keith McKenzie and 
Mr. and Mr s. Alan Lashmar at Penneshaw National Trust museum , as 
arranged, and taped d 1scuss1o n with them . 

J . .D. was shown site of George Bates ' 
p r esen t cott dge, which, he thought , 
openings of the earlta cottage. 

cot tage at Hog Bay . [5} 
incorporated the walls 

Photographed 
and window 

S.M. r ead and noted infor mation at museum re old se tt lt! r s e.g. Bates , Nat 
Thomas (another sealerl, Thomas Wlll son , Mrs. Seymou r ( "Old Dudley") . Mrs. 
Seymour was a part -Abong1nal descendant of one of the Tasmaman women 
abducted to Kangaroo Island by the sealers [6} . 

We v 1s 1teJ and photographed orig1nal Kangaroo lled d [ 7} and Chnstmas Cove , 
then Frenchmen's Rock site and dome [8} ... 

Walked a round t he old Pennesha w Cemetery and photographed W i 11 son's and 
Ba tes ' headstone s , and view from hill beh1nd cemetery, show1ng Bates' cottage 
and Ka ngaroo Head. 

"IN MEMORY OF 
GEORGE BATES 

Born at old S. Luke's London 
A pri I JOt h 18RO 

D1ed in Adelatde Scp 8th 1895 

An old coloniSt and for 71 years 
A settler on Kangaroo Island . 
Previous to which he served 1n 

H.M. Navy 1811. 

Erected by a few old colonists . " 

Furthe r along road, photog r aphed Gobells' Cott<~ge and Salt Lagoon ( now New 
Lake) .... Th1 s was one of the places salt was harvested ( by resident sealers , 
and collected by sh ip from Sydney) well before official sett lement. 

Travelled around the head of Pelican Lagoon and along Amencan R1ver . 
Photographed flat on opposite s1de or lagoon to Salt Lagoon, and mapped . 
Iden t if ied as the site the Americans built the sh1p "Independence" in 1803/t. 
[9) . Also photographed views across America n river (sunset, rainmist and 
Cape Barren geese). 

Night was com1ng. We 
another reputed sealers' 
the t r a ck runs throug h 
not at Jacobs' Gully ...• 

drove in hope to Po1nt Mornson, 1n search of yet 
cottage. ( j acob Seaman ' s hut) [10] . The last part of 

the property, " Po1nt Morrison" . There the t rack ends, 

T he tenan t, john Green , 
leaping wallabie s) where, 
stone, a poss1ble well and 

guided us to jacobs' Gully (through paddocks of 
after a search by headltght we found the piles of 
cellar s i tes of jacobs' hut , close by the beach . 
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T he hut is pcrft>c tly access1bl~ by sea but Vlrt udlly 1nacce;s1ble by land, so 
much so that john Gree n had himself only hCd rd about the place a week or so 
a go . 

Returned to K1ng sco te and d1n ne r at the Ozone llotel. A group of 13 naturalists 
de lega te s to n ex t week's ANZAAS Con g ress - were also having d1nner . We 

we r e introduced a n d afterwards we JOined t hem for an impromptu 
seminar, [II] where we al so talked about our work and were given fur t her 
informa t ion. Then conti nued work on our map; and notes, a nd f1n1shed abou t 
2 a .m. 

Not es. 

I. 

2 . 

3. 

l.. 

5 . 

Th ese tapes are presently being tran scribed and typed: cop1es wtll be 
in the S.A. Heritage Unit and 1n the oral his tory collection be ing 
formed by the Oral H1story Association at t he Sta te Library . 

f. H. Bauer , The of Island . Sou t h 
Australia vols . I an 

We also in ter·v1ewed Dr. Norman T1ndale before leaving, dnd 
he l p mapped places he had vislled or known about 
arc h aeological tn ps to the is land i n th e 1920s a nd 1930s. 

with h1s 
on h 1s 

Cumps ton , p. 11, Bduer , vol. 1, p. 291. Fllnders landed and na med 
" Kang u roo Isl an d" on h1s carefully-pla nn ed voyage o f exp lo ration in 
March , 1802. He climbed and named Prospect H1ll on h1s return 1n Apnl. 

" Fi reba l l Bates" Jumped sh1p and squatted on Kang aroo lslan<.l during 
the1820s and l ived through to 1895. He was p robably the last survtvor 
of t he rough breed of sealers who were based on the 1sland before 
officia l settlement in 1836. 

The r e are ea rly patnt1ngs and a photograph of th1 s "f1nt s tone cottage 
in Sout h Au s t ralia" . Dr . J. M. Tregenza had p rov1ded us w1th a copy 
of one , b y A. S . Broad, 1885 , owned by the Art Gallery , and at the 
Pennesha w museum i s a copy of a nother, au then ticated by two old 
residents as D11 tes' Cot tage. In Adelu1<.le I },Jtc r lntcrv lcw c<.l Herb 
Mu r ray , who , as a chtld , had known Bates, and who claimed the fi rst 
cottage h ad been demoll shed . How ever, the p resen t butl<.l1ng is of very 
Sim i lar con s t r uction and on exactly the same s1te . 

6 . Tindale found Impl eme nt s on th<! 1sland 1dent1cal with those made in 
Tasmania, and pr·esumab ly b ro ught o r made by these women. Cumps ton 
descnbes the scalers' ra1ds for women , and descnbcs the known 
ind1v1dua ls. I a lso t ape d d iscuss1on w1 t h McKenzie and Mrs. Las hmar 
about " Old Dudley" herself. 

7 . Fl inders landed here on 21st Mar·ch , 1802 anti named the head - a nd 
the who l e island - afte r the "k anguroos" h1s c r ew killed here, which 
prov ided them with the1r fi rs t fre s h meat for weeks . 

Modern maps have displaced 
but Flinde rs' map shows t he 
thi s . 

Kanga roo Head 
correct locallon. 

to a point 
Bauer ( p. 

further west , 
291) confi rms 

8 . Site of t he famous rock 1nscnbed by a satlor dunng the "Exped1t1on de 
decouverte" o f 1803 , which IS now tn the 111stor1cal Museum 1n Adela 1de . 
The dome, which was e rec t ed in 1906 to protect the rock, hastened its 
deterioration. The soak used by the French sttl l ex1sts bcs1de the dome . 

9 . The Am e r1cans had salled t n the "Un1on " from New York 1n search of 
seals . They met llaud1n at K1ng George ' s Sound (W . A.) , who 
recomme nded Kangaroo Island, wh ich he had JuSt Clrcurnnav rga ted and 
mapped (an d changed it s name). The Amertcans then salle<.! for the 
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island and win tered there , part of the crew sealing while ot he rs 
con s tr ucted the " Independence" f rom local t imbe rs. American River is 
named after them. Bauer, pp. 296- 298, an d several other references, 
i ncluding Cumpston , p. 28 and C. A. Thomas, Bi rth of AmericanRiver 
1802 (Kangaroo Island, 1978), p.J and map. 

The " Independence" itsel f may st ill exist, possibly at a maritime 
museum i n the U.S.A. It wou ld repay further investigation. 

10. Ora l evidence, John Downing (Librarian, Kingscote 7/5/80); C.A. Thomas 
p.J a n d map , a l so report by Inspector Tolmer printed in G. Edith 
We lls, Cr adle of a Colony pp.36-38 , 46, 48 . Reference also to Seaman, 
"a Dutchman who was known afterwards as Jacob Seaman," in Cumpston, 
p . l45. 

ll. Taped impromptu talks (on Kangaroo Island plant s and birds) , given 
by Garth and Ida Jackson to the group after dinner . 
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Kanguroo Island and enviro n s , as mapped by Matthew Fltnders , 1802, showing Kanguroo Head and Prospect 
llill. Mt Lofty , 65 miles to t he north, wa s sighted and named by Flinders from Kangaroo Head . 
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Dudley Pen i nsula (eastern end of Kangaroo Island), showing t he place s we visited a n d d ocumented on !Ott 
May. The s ite of construction of the "Indepe ndence" is near Muston (whic h doesn 't exi s t). Jacob's Gully i : 
east o f Pt. Mo rrison , the originally n a me d Kangaroo Head i s ea st of that now mark ed , a t Penneshaw , and He( 
Bay (site of Fren chman's Rock) i s at Pcnnes haw (eastern side). Ea rly sett lers also had a depot a~ 
Antechamber Bay. 
Reprinted from N. Cor des , A portrait of Ka ng a r oo Island (1969 . 1975) p . 37 . 



APPEND I X E 

Extract from Port Lincoln Times, Ju ly 25, 1980 



A search for historic sites and buildings on lower Eyre Penirl­
sula was commenced last week for the Heritage Unit of the Depart· 
ment for the Environment. 

'The Initial survey 'WaS 
undertaken by consultants 
Ms. Sue Mar-..xien and Mr. 
John Dallwitz who spent 
several d..ays In this d.lstrict 

They were aided by local 
people. 

The cx.nsultants, who are 
worldng under contract to 
the Herltage Unit photo­
graphed and sketched 
various sites, taped Inter­
views and made copious 
notes. 

They visited Koppio 
Smlt:hy Museum, the Poon­
tndie Mission, Whalers Way 
and other h.L5torlc places. 

Funded through a 
National ~te grantofthe 
Australian Heritage Com­
mission tbey are seeking 
sites and buildings to be 
considered foe Inclusion on 
the Register of State Herltr 
age Items or the National 
Estate Rcg1st.er. 

UX:ALSITES 
'They believe several local 

hlstorlc sites should be con­
sidered for J.l.sting on one or 
other of the registers. 

Both are deeply con­
cerned about preserving the 
history of South Australla. 

In 1974. Ms. Marsden 
gained an Honours History 
~ at U~elaide Uni-

I-

I 

versl:;y and suosequentJy 
worked as an historlan, un­
dertaking researc!1 projects 
and writing the histories of 
various centres, Including 
Port Adelaide. 

She has alro been In­
volved In oral history, 
taping Interviews on his­
toric matters for 1\.iture 
reference. 

PRESERVATION 
Last year she was con­

t:mcted by the Heritage 
Unit to wrtte guidelines f01 
the ereservation of thE 
States hlstorv. In this w 
advocated a· coherent ~ 
proach to research and pre­
servation 

Ms. Marsden also advised 
that sit.e;5 and relics repre­
senting Jruijor themes In the 
State's history be located as 
quickly as possible and that 
to this end a survey of South 
Australia should be under­
taken, region by region 

Mr. Dallwitz has studied 
and worked In various 
sphe.res !ncludln,g art, aesth­
etics, architecture and 
photography, all of which 
aid him In his current work. 

He has had practical ex­
perience In the conscrvatr 
ion of old buildings and his 
photographs have been 

used to UluStrate many 
publications. 

Mr. Dallwitz Is now spec­
Ialising In conservation and 
the recording of history 
through his art and photo­
graphy, 

In their State survey the 
two consultants are study­
ing pre-setuement history 
and ~ttlement history 
up until the 1860's. 'They are 
working under the subject 
headlngs of early European 
contact, early exploration, 
early transport and early 
communication 

WHALJNO 
Consequently they are 

partie u.larty interested In 
such things as whallng and 
sea.ling activity along this 
coast prtor to settlement 
and in the activities of the 
tlrst pioneers, their build· 
1ngs and equipment. 

Mr. Dallwitz emphasised 
that traces of such early 
activities were slight, often 
very slight indeed, meaning 
that sites ofhlstorlc lmportr 
ance were hard to ftnd and 
within a very short period 
could be lost altogether. 

He criticised souvenir 
hunters who finding an ob­
ject of historic significance 
picked it up and took It 

nome. 
Such items were clues to · 

tl1e location of a historic 
site, while o!eces of broken 
~. utensi.ls or_fragments 
of whale bone Indicated tre 
use of a site, he said 

"It only takes a rew people 
to collect souvenirs from a 
specillc location and the site 
it totally lost". 

FISHERY BAY 
Ms. Ma rsden noted there 

were rew bullcl.lngs 1n the 
State O:om pre-settlement 
times. However the consultr 
ants are very !ntere;ted In 
the Fishery Bay whaling 
station site, the remains of 
whalers cottages at Tilist.le 
Island and In reports of con­
victs and sealers establish­
ing homes on islands otr 
shore prior to the founding 
of Port Uncoln. 

Ms Marsden also said rew 
Eyre Peninsula histone 
b uildings and sites had 
been referred to the Hetitr 

1 age Unite and that she and 
her colleague had learnt a 
great deal tram their visit. 

"We rely heavily on local 
!nfonnation to learn of 
poten tially im portant 
si t.es." she said. 

SMITifY MUSEUM 
A t White River the con­

sultant-; met and inter­
viewed senior district resid­
ent Miss Jean Schramm 
They then visited the 
Koppio Smithy Museun1. 

"It Is a remarkable call· 
ection" Mr. Dallw1tz said. 
adding that he had a per­
sonal Interest In agrlcult;.. 
ural history. 

"Poonindie Is a significant 
area, specitlcally its cemet­
ery, school house and 
church 

'The whole site Is of 
national ln'lportance al­
though rew buildings re­
main of the Aboriginal 
Mission 

"In Port Uncoin we made 
contact \vith local historian 
Mr. Perce Balllle and learnt 
about many sites we pre­
viously had no knowledge 
o(" 

Mr. Balllle took the re­
searchers to various sites In 
the district. 

Refening to the whaling 
station a t Fl'ihery Bay Mr. 
Dallwitz said they felt the 
entire bay to be of great 
importance. While it wns an 
hl<ctnrk reserve it was not 
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LOCAL SITES 
'They believe several local 

historic sites should be con­
sidered for listing on one or 
other of the registers. 

Both are deeply con­
cerned about preserving the 
history of South Australia. 

In 1974. Ms. Maniden 
gained an Hooours HlstDry 
~....,!!:._the Adelaide Uni-

~ ... ,_,l\,..l oU(l,.,)\J..1 't \..:f U • ...;>Vt.,.!U.1 

Austrdlia should be under­
taken, region by region 

Mr. Dallwitz has studied 
and worked in various 
spht'.res including art, aesth­
etics, architecture and 
photography, all of which 
aid him In his current work. 

He has had practical ex­
perience in the conservat­
ion of old buildings and his 
photographs have been 

Mr. Dallw1tz emphasised 
that traces or such early 
activities were slight, often 
very slight indeed, ll)e8l1.ing 
that sites ofhlstoric import,. 
ance were hard to find and 
within a very short period 
could be loot altogether. 

He criticised souvenir 
hunters who finding an otr 
j ect of historic signJ.llcance 
picked it up and took it 

Eyre Penirmlla historic 
buildings and sites had 
been referred to the Herit­
'age Unite and that she and 
her colleague had learnt a I 
great deal !rom their visit. 

''We rely heavily on local 
Information to learn of 
potentially important 
sites," she said. 

S...\flTHY MUSEUM 
At White River the con­

sultants met and inter­
viewed senior district resid­
ent Miss Jean Schramm. 
'They then visited the 
Koppio Smithy Museum. 

'1t Is a remarkable coll­
ection." Mr. Dallwitz saki. 
adding that he had a per­
sonal Interest in agricult­
ural hlsto!y. 

''PoonlncUe Is a signlllcant 
area, specl.lk ally its cemetr 
ery, school house and 
church 

''The v.-nole site 1s of 
naticnal Importance al­

. though few buildings re­
main of the Aboriginal 
Mission 

"In Poztl.Jncoln we made 
contact with local historian 
Mr. Perce Baillie and learnt 
about rnany sites we pre­
viously had no lmowledge 
o(" 

Mr. Baillie took the re-
' searchers to various sites in 

1~~~~~E~i the district. ; Referring to the whaling 
sta tion at Fishery Bay Mr. 
Dallwitz said they telt the 
en tire bay to be of great 
importance. While It was an 
~ric~lt~oot 
on the State Heritage 
register which he felt It 
should be. 

to--.. 
• Working to record the district 's early history are Mr. John Dallwitz and Ms 

Sue Marsden. 

MICKERA 
The party visited Mlckera 

Station and in referring to 
the spelllng of Mlckera the 
researchers noted it was 
very Important where 
possible to use the original 
spelling of a site as It aided 
restY.m:hers studying old 
q~~~~ 

BE A Greenpatch Homestead 
A Swiss named sewing machine 

made in Switzerland 

i = - ~~ -r Electronic needle power - · , Automatic buttonftoles 
Stretch stiches 
Blind hemming 

.. . Darning 
l .. t ' Taclung etc. 

BERNINA Set the standards others 

SUGGESTED 
RETAIL 

attempt to copy 

PAY ONLY 

$595°0 
.$&&9:iJtj EVfN LESS WITlf TRAD£ IN 

SPEARS BOUTIQUE 
24 TASMAN TCE. PORT LINCOLN efa l 

~ Oreenpatch Home­
stead, the remains cL Jdm 
McDouall Stuart's hut at 
U1ey, Rawson's mooument, 
Winter HllJ and several 
other locatloos were also 
visited 

While some people 
appeared anxious aboot 
the poosiblllty of their prop­
erty belng lncluded on the 
register, listing 1 while pro­
tecting histone sites pro­
vided several bene11.ts to the 
land owner, Mr. Dallw!tz 
saJd. 

Listing would probably 
Improve the value or an 
estate while recognition by 
Federal or State Govern­
ments would make a prop­
erty eligible fi:>r t'undlng to 
permit restoration and 
preservatioo. 

HERITAGE Acr 
'The South Australian 

Heritage Act provides fi:>r 
the preservation, protection 

and enhancement of the 
State's physical, sodal and 
cultural heritage. It was pro­
clatmoclln July, 1978. 

'The purpose or registrat­
Ion 1s to ldenliti Items or 
State Heritage signl.O.cance. 
No Item that Is on the 
register or lnterlm Usm may 
be demollshed or altered 
without the written consent 
of the Local Council or 
S tate Planning Authority. 

nus does oot mean that 
the item cannot be altered, 
but rather that any alteralr 
Ions should be properly 
considered In the light of the 
character or heritage signif­
Icance of that Item. 

Anyone who can provide 
historic information rele­
vant to Ms. Marsden and 
Mr. Dallwitz's research are 
asked to contact them at 
the heritage Uni~ 43 Fullar­
ton Road. Kent Town. SA 
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Sample of oral interview tape transcription 



HERI TAGE I NVEST I GATIONS PRO J ECT 

EAR LY EUR OPEAN CONTACT IN SOU TH AUSTRAL IA , 

EARLY TRANSPORT AND COMMUN I CAT I ON 

EYRE PENINSULA 

13 - 23 July , 1980 

t fo / 1 ( 10) a__-t- Mr- &u' llie's it0/1\11e1 0 7 Ei~ AvelM/~1 Pf- L-~( ~Lu- l~., . 

Interview with Mr . Per c. Baillie , Port Lincoln . Interviewers 
Sus a n Mar sden (S .M. ) and J ohn Dal l wi t z (J.D.){~.~~ I / tb jr(fo ) 
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P.B. 

S.M. 

P . B. 

S .M. 

P . B. 

1. 

I showed you a likeness here of John McGorrery , he was a farri er. 

Yes, McGorrery, M-C 

M-C- G-0-R- R-E-R- Y. And he was a famous farrier and he was 
invited by Stuart to join his pa r ty .. . 

In 1862 

. .. and he carted him across Australia on the final crossing in 1862. 
\\Then he returned he became a permanent residen t of the \vest coast , 
wor king for various stations around the country here . As I said 
he was a bad tempered old man, crusty, but he was a terr ific farrie r 
and he'd won a f arrier competition and that's what attracted Stuart' s 
notice to him. Now he was a west coast resident. Now we come 
over here, and he re you come to ah, John McDouall Stuar t himself . 
Now S tuart was a res ident of the west coas t for seven or e i ght years, 
on Green Patch out here. 

S.M. \\Then abouts was that? 

P.B. That ' s his original photo given to me . Tha t 's his original photo 
out of his desk. I had his desk and his chai r that he made and I 
presented them to t he Royal Geograph ical Society in Adelaide. 

S.M. 

P.B. 

S . M. 

P.B. 

S.M. 

P.B . 

S.M. 

P. B. 

S.M. 

P.B . 

And that was owned by the Sinclairs was it, at Green Park ? 

Yes, at Gr een Patch. 

Green Patch , yes. 

Yes. He l l Mrs. Sinclair had these in ~ei ~us~ and she gave me 
all thos e things because you said "You would value them more than 
anyone in our fami l y". So, I ' ve got various things. Now there ' s 
John McDouall Stuart himself. Ca"" (){~L p/,u:l-6cJrRrt" oP. 9fr;N+; <.>·hd~ -"taf.ed 
1-ro -1-t~.t. f' 0-Yfo 
\llien did he live h ere. \\Then did he come t o live in the west here? 

Urn , he came here urn, worked at the Green Patch fo r seven or eight 
yea r s . Afte r (mumbles) Born, He came here about um, must of came 
here, where did he live, just a minute. I have it you know , 
somewh ere in my notes, al l like definite . I mean I ' d have to get 
into them really to get ever ything. 

You say here that h e worked, he came to Australia in 1839. 

Sixty . He came here in about I should say , without just cons ulting 
further notes, came her e about 1853. His first expl oration, he 
left Green Patch on his first expl oration . So that would make him 
here about 1853/54 . Now he came out with er, 

James Sinclair. 

' r 11 Sinclair, on t he same ship, 1 the Indus. 
that, and he was a rather reckless boy 
And he asked, or Stuart invited him to 

(Sit'Lc{a;") 

And he fell on bad t imes and 
you know, in his yo unger days . 
come and work on Green Patch 



P.B. 

S.M. 

P.B. 

S.M. 

P.B. 

S.M. 

P.B . 

S.M. 

P.B. 

S.M. 

P.B. 

S.M. 

P.B. 

2. 

which he did and there, he taught some o f the children a school 
in the evening, but he wasn't there . . 

What, Sinclair invited Stuart over, did he? 

Yes, he taught the Sinclair kids school. And this room is still 
known as the, and of course I put, I had that put there. Do you 
know what that would cost t oday, that medal lion. 

Lots of money. 

It's a John Downing, about 200. Oh now no , Stuart worked on 
Green Patch, they also had another stat ion called Uley furthe r to 
the coast and now occupied and owned by the Water Works. ·~ Stuart 
built this chimney \olith his own hands, and I know where there's a 
diary setting out that he did it. 

Who's diary is that? 
-'k Gvt-v:> ~f-:1 a. (Of"Efe 

tva:ks ca.:fe-A_,.., eva- cu <2a.... 

Urn, it's a fellow called Tom someone, that worked at Boston House 
for Doctor Octavius Hammond when he came from Poonindie and 
r etired and built Boston House. 

And did Stuart ac tually live in that hous e? 

Yes, he lived in that hut. He l ook after that for Sinclairs . 
It was Sinclair's property. Now I've marked that chimney , but 
you haven't got time to go down there I suppose . 

Oh we 'll probably go down later . 

Well now that's what I mean, I'm not many knows that exists, well 
didn't know they'd pu t it there . .l\ Lived in Port Lincoln for 
about, he wasn't there 10 years , I've had to alter that. Although 
I mean, I fo und out he'd lived here longer than I thought. 
Yes, you see, how much did we know about our history? Paper man 
and I, we got hold of 25 people and said to them, some 12 years 
ago, as a matter of t est on people~ history. 

How many people knew, and no one knew a t all. (laughs) 

No. 

Tape Switched Off 

S.M. Where are your sources of information about Stuart living here'? 
What did you get most of that information from? 

P.B. Well I mean, I've got his things, what he made here. And Sinclair s 
were our neighbours. Sinclair s were living there , why he taught 
the children that were still living. 

S.M. You asked people who remembered that? 

P.B. Oh yes. I mean he was a neighbour, but he lived at the Sinclairs. 
His school was there, and he was there, young Sinclair today is 
named Stuart. 



S.M . 

P.B. 

S.M. 

P.B. 

S.M. 

P.B. 

S.M. 

P . B. 

S .M. 

P.B. 

S.M. 

P .B. 

3 . 

But are there any diaries, or any references to Stuart teaching 
the children or living there at all? ~ 

I don 't know whether anyone's wrote a diary about it, it's so 
common knowledge though that no one would want to, I mean there ' s 
a place here where he drew his pay, as an employee. He drew his 
pay one month and his name is Stuart , that he ' s drawn it and that ' s 
it. 

What was that in? 

That was in one of the books of account kept by the Sinclairs 
running the stat ion. 

I see , Green Patch? 

Green Patch, yes . 

And where is that book now? 

It' s not a book , it's a page torn out of it, and they 'll lose it, 
because they don ' t worry about it. They had a lot of things out 
there belonging to Stuart but they didn ' t worry abou t them. 
And Stuart said, he showed me this one day. Well I said don ' t 
destroy that . Of course you know that John McDouall Stuart was 
a terrific drinker . 

Yes. 

But I got his ~vhisky spigot. I could show it to you, a beautiful 
thing . What you se re~., the hunger in and you turn it on. Oh yes 
Stuart would be just as much an accredited resident of the west 
coast as what any of these others would . They lived here . 

~ap~. Switchc;d .off.~.~~CUS'~iC\..L Cl/oolff-+M. V!G?I.? II:JI'"ta.i N~~i(Jq, 5:fa.i1ol/\, > Pqo""-t:dt'e1 
I WittCk w<.s S't.'/ ur V!j 0 -{t-IE. 1118''m"L B.sJtcp f(cde. , .. \.. /f~o) 

Yes I do, I like the Poonindie booklet, but when did you write it, 
it hasn 't go t a date on it? 

I do things like that. I wrote it, well when did I \Yrite it? 

S.M. You said when Lord-

P .B. I've ~vritten this years and years ago for a paper. 

S.M. Can you tell me what reason you give for saying that the schoolroom 
at Poonindie is a schoolroom? 

P . B. Oh the building's standing back ther e. 

S.M. Yes, I knmv the building, we've been there . 
that it \vas the schoolroom'? 

But why do you know 

P.B. Because it was built as the schoolroom. 
to school out t here, I kne~v the natives . 
like anyone, we had property adjoining . 

I lived out there, I went 
See I know them j ust 

f. ::r. But'lli c il1e !At'sf-o./ic ~tcdi<v~ th(5~r'oi- L c.tu.rc.L.... a.:f- !Cntt~·clt'e • , ~ (~ . cl-1 Pl. l-1·~1 a ,f,\) IJI.so 
I - - - • 

IL,s ~ ' Pt c it-..n ct( hi s-ic •.') 
1 

Peri t..J ~~~.co u,\ a,.uJ... d,~f:1y ,· ~ ( fl d.( r a;d r: 1 /11 7 rt-) 



S .M. 

P.B . 

S.M. 

P.B. 

S.M . 

P.B . 

S.M. 

P.B. 

S .M. 

P.B. 

S . M. 

P .B. 

4 . 

Can you tell me anything about the natives who lived there? 

The old ones? 

Yes . 

Well , my notes on Poonindi e Mission Station wouldn't be ver y much 
different to this. 

But can you remember any other stories of the natives that you 
haven't put in that book? 

Oh yes, I mean I knmv all them. I used , in one of the very very 
notable natives of Poonindie was old Johnny Solomon . Now I hunted 
\vith Johnny . We speared fish together, \ve killed [t:tr..fs ?] and 
rolled them in mud and cooked them. He went shooting with my 
father on horseback . He was a champion pl oughman , they sent him 
to Melbourne t o compete . He was a champion athlete , he was a 
champion high pole jumper and once \vben they first brought out 
telegraph lines, that \vas very early and they bad a single line you 
know on a steel pole. In front of the Northern Hotel he jumped 
over that with h i s pole , and another time he jumped onto the balcony 
of the Port Lincoln Hotel, no the Pier Hotel. 

Did you see him do that? 

Oh no, that was before my time , he was a contempo r ary of course of 
my father. Now he was a , then he became in his latter year s , a 
very r enowned weather prophet, so much so that he attracted the 
attention of State and Interstate authorities . And they wished 
Johnny to revea l the uncanny powers that he possessed , how he 
cultivat ed or found th em, and Johnny said he knew where he derived 
his powers from , they were derived from the Book of Genesis where 
it is stat ed that the s tars and the sun and the heavenly bodies 
shall be knmvn fo r the seasons . Which is correct . Now Johnny 
said he placed his uncanny powers of prediction on that . \vell I 
suppose he had as much r ight to name that as any other sour ce but 
how , he never revealed how he did make his calculations, but it is 
true that he made very accurate weather predictions , old Johnny 
Solomon . Now of course he was urn, an ardent member of the church 
out there. His wife was also and if you looked in the chur ch th~ 
morning , you would see Lulla ' s memorial chair in the church. 
Given by the people as a memorial to her . 

Do you remember any o ther people who lived out there? 

Oh yes , yes . 

What were some of their names? 

Well Johnny had a brother lived there , was also a shearer, that was 
Manuel Solomon . Joh nny had no ch i ldr en , Manuel had two daughters . 
One of them, they weren't bad girls , they were high kickers a bit . 
He also , not many know this , a t hird brother there and he was blind. 
Because I' ve been r eading these things, i n the Quarterly Native 
Repo rts in the Archives , but I ' ve a l so r ead the bundle of papers 
known as the Pooni ndie Papers , which was discover ed in the Bishops 



5. 

P.B . house at Adelaide . That was the Poonindie papers. And there 
t hey are enumerated. And these weren' t natives of Poonindie. 
These came f r om Victor Harbour \vay. And Johnny r emembers being 
t aken out there on the pommel of a saddle when he tvas about six 
years of age. That may have been Hale ' s himself because Hal~'s 
in the construct ion of this, r esided with Captain John Bishop at 
Port Lincoln and rode daily to and f r o to Poonindie until some of 
it \vas built and made. 

S . M. Wh at abou t some of the other aborigines living there, can you 
remember any of their names? 

P . B. Well urn, \vell yes. The Ranki~ family lived on lands there , they 
didn ' t live actually at the Station, they lived on so me of the 
nat i ve l ands . The Rankin~family were a big family of natives , old 
Ranki 0f}

1
Able Rankin~ I have many photos of him. He was a good 

cricketer, a good athlete, and the early pictures will show , the 
nati ves t aking their place among the other people in the sport. 
And as you know that their system of entertainmen t at the Stati on 
was regular , every week t here was entertainment. 

S.M . Did they ever talk to you about that? 

P . B. Ol d Johnny has. 

S. M. Wha t di d he say? 

P . B. Oh I ' ve asked Johnny about it. I said to Johnny, I said "When they 
used to have these dances Johnny, did you used to dance too" 
" Oh yes", he said "Yes, \ve ' d all join in" . And I said " It ' s written 
that t here \vas a medley of feet , booted and unbooted", I said "Did 
you have boots '? ~ He said , "Yes I always wore boots". He said 
"Anyway I \vo r e ' boots on the plough too" . Because he said the 
country \vas so rough and he said "vermin too" . So he said "I 
always wore boots, but most of them they didn ' t wear boots " he said. 

11 Noc: h e saidflthere \vas (J.C(.Oo).t'ovv music mostly and not many boots 
\Wrn but I wo r e boots 1~ I said, "Oh did youj; Now another famous 
family t hat come there were called the Adams. They turned out 
champi on shearers , they were before my time but contemporary with my 
fa the r. These Adams came from Clare and Bishop Hale, previous to 
coming to Port Lincoln , visited Clare in an official capacity as a 
clergyman, there he met the Adams . When he came to Port Lincoln, 
he brought this family from Clare to his Mission Station . The 
Adams became very renowned shearers. They were known as white men 
they wer e good men . 

S.M . Wa t e man . 

P.B. Whi te, they were known as \vhite men. They ' d say oh they are white , 
because they were brought up christian. Notable it is that urn, 
\vhich way is it? Mrs . Adams taught her white husband to read and 
wri t e . And of course they were hal f caste. Ya.u ' ve seen plenty of 

C:ttJ,-,../"':l p:.t'l!, ~ I 
pic t ures , oh you' d see some of t hem in ~ere. A ~he pictures of the 
natives in at t ire have you? You know when there ' s been a, such as. 
I \vas j us t l ooki ng ht~t. . ,\.la~ l1.<;30 .. ~,)c2.fV\.O r S - they had a l ot of 
vi sitors , t he governor visited ther e. 



S. M. 

P.B . 

S . M. 

P . B. 

S . M. 

P . B. 

S .M. 

P . B. 

S.M . 

P . B. 

6. 

Did t hey ever say that they had bad reactions from the s ur r ounding 
landowner s ? Did they ever talk much about tha t? 

Abo ut the adj acent landowners . They had a huge amount of country 
t he r e. Yo u knmv t hat it was , you ' ve r ead i t in t hat booklet how 
it was purchased and. They got along ve r y very friend l y with 
their neighbours because the place was so big tha t you neve r seen 
your neighbours . 

Why did the neighbours take over the land in the end then? 

Oh t hat was gove r nment policy. I t was a happy ending. Bishop 
Hale , Bi shop Short I think it was, Bishop Short stated that the tale 
of Poonindie was a ' dream come true' . From the day it was commenced 
t o the day it was closed, a t no time was there any ar gument , failures 
or fi nanci al distress . It continued t o be a successful b us iness 
oper at i on . 

You mentioned the unmarked cemetery. ~~1ereabouts did you say 
t hat was? Was it on t he same side of the highway as the church? 

No. When you see the old cemetery gates there , you ' ll notice a 
brick house opposite it on th e side of the road. Behind that brick 
house , t wo or three hundred yards was the ol d cemetery whe re the 
natives were buried . 

Weren ' t any natives buried in the present old ceme t ery? 

Oh lots of them . But of course you al\vays get the idea , you read . 
Now history ' s ahvays like this, yo u always read that there was a big 
percent age of natives who died there simply because they coul dn' t 
accustom themselves to the ways of the white man and handle the white 
man food and the relinquishment of their nomad styl e o f life, but 
they had vene r eal disease badly, and yo u only have to read the 
records. Then we have the appointment of a qualified doctor, Doctor 
Octavius Hammond , \vho \vas also incumbent of S t . Thomas ' Church, 
Port Lincoln, for 23 years as well as Superintendent of .. 

In t he cemet ery , in the pr esent old cemetery, there ' s onl y a couple 
of gr avestones now which have just got the i nitials. Do you 
remember the other s, did they just have the initials of the 
aborigines on the grave? 

I don' t think . 
dis integrated . 

They put slate stones but the slate ' s all there 

S .M. That ' s right, b u t one of them hasn ' t. One of them ' s s t ill got 
jus t t he initials , and I wondered if the others had initials on 
them, or you don ' t know . 

P. B. You have me on the r un there, because I can ' t ever remember seeing 
plain native names on those slabs . 

S.M . No. What abou t t he other mission buildings which have been knocked 
down . Can you describe some of them to me? 



P.B. 

S.M. 

P.B. 

S.M. 

P.B. 

S.M. 

P.B. 

S.M. 

P.B. 

S.M. 

P.B. 

7. 

The mission buildings that have been knocked down were very 
similar to the one that is standing there now, and there was two 
others of them. 

Whereabouts were they? 

In a line with that towards the road about SO yards apart. 

In line with what, the church? 

No, in a, we'll say, in line with the road. There ' s one there, 
the next one was there a nd the next one was there . 

Oh so there was three actually along the road that led into the 
church were there? 

Well there ' s one standing , and there was two others . 

Two others. 

And they were the same styl e of building as what is left there now. 

What, like the school room and 

Not the school room, that's a different building . 
you ' ll notice, a style of its own. 

This one is a, 

S.M. Yes, the shed. 

P.B. Oh well, t he others were built to that s tyle, and you notice the 
old bake hous e there adjacent . 

S . M. Well the one that's next to the bake house , that's still standing~ 

P.B. Down here? 

S . M. ? Yes , why do you say: 

P.B . Oh here , this one here? They left that. 

S . M. Yes. Why do you say that was an assembly r oom/dining room? 

P . B. Because it was known as such. 

S . M. It was known as such? 

P.B. Oh it \vould be too, because here' s the bakehouse . They got to 
bring the food in they cooked out of that. 

S .M. And the other buildings were in line with that were they? 

P.B. Yes. 

S .M. But closer. 

P. B. About SO yards apart. 



S . M. 

P.B . 

S.M . 

P.B . 

S.M. 

P.B. 

S.M . 

P.B . 

S.M. 

P.B. 

S . M. 

P.B. 

S.M . 

P. B. 

S .M. 

P.B. 

S .M . 

P.B. 

S. M. 

I see. 

And they'd be apart for what reason? 

Hygiene I should think. 

In case of fire, so they wouldn' t all get burnt. 

I s ee. 

It' s like the farmer \vhen he built t he haystack, he 

Were they huts or were t hey working s heds? 

8. 

The h uts were pulled down, I can never remember, they had , we have 
it written dmvn that there was 24 huts and a picture of them. They 
were pulled down as t he mission closed down, the hu ts were pulled 
down and someone wen t to reside then in their own little s hanties 
on the lands that are still held by the ab origines Department, and 
that' s where J ohnny lived, you can see his chimney , only a few 
hundred yards . 

Oh r eally . 

Oh yes his old ch imney is ther e , mangles too. 

Whereabouts is that? 

Well on the native l ands . 

Well we 'll have to get you to s how us that later on . 

Well his chimneys there . I used to go t her e qui te a lot, yo u s ee , 
I suppose it does seem strange to me that people come alon g , talk 
to me about a lot of things that are a bit strange , to me it seems 
s trange that I should be asked but it ' s just pur·f- o(- ~my li fe, 
I was born there. 

When were you born? 

I \vas born at Mount Gawl er , at the back of it. Well my father owned 
the Mount Gawler and I was born ther e i n a house at Mo unt Gawler, 
which he built. 

1 When. 

Oh, in 1904 . 

1904 yes. 

P.B . I was born there. And then my father also had Strawberry Hill, 
another mountain. Well then he eventually bough t land in North 
Shielel, and sold them and became quite a big property mvner around 
North Shiels~. But 

Tape Switched Off 
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American River Founded 

It was on the 20th of March, 1802. when Captai n Matthew 
Fl inders sai k d the " Invest igator" in to Eastern Cove and named the 
in let of the sea " Pelican Lagoon"; because of the many pelicans in 
the area. 

Du ring the summer of 1803-4 a party of Americans sailed into 
Pelica n Lagoo n in the brig "Union" and du ring their four months 
stay built the 30 ton vessel " Independence", usi ng the pine trees 
peculiar to the area. 

The slipway they built for this project was on the small flat at the 
foot of Muston Hill, by the present turnoff to Pennes haw. 

Many years la ter, coal from their forge was found and the creek 
now bears th e name "Coal Mi ne Creek". 

II is assum ed that following the visit of th e America ns that 
America n Rive r was so nam ed. 

In 1814 the sloop " Fly" loaded the first shi pment of sa lt as well as 
seal and kangaroo ski ns. The sa lt was valued at Fi fty Pounds per 
ton. 

In 18 19, regular sh ipmen ts of sa lt were take n to Syd ney for 
pickling of meat and curing of skins -the sa lt being of particu la rly 
high quality. 

The sh ips would tack their way up the narrow chan nel to the 
nearest point of land to Gobells Lake. 

Scalers were qu ite wi lling to scrape the salt, put it into sacks and 
carry it on their backs to the shi ps and received Five Shillings worth 
of rum for their effor t. 

(Gobells Lake is presen tly being mined for gypsum by the Colonial 
Sugar Relini ng Co.) 

Ma ny of the ea rly set tle rs we re either runaway sailors. or men who 
had been left to collect skins for which their boa ts would return 
later. 

Among these men were - Captain Meredi th, George Bates (known 
as " Fire-ball Bates", but no co:Jnection to the present Bates family); 
Nat. Thomas (whose wife was a Tasmanian lubra named "Little 
Sal") and Jacob Seaman (a n ex-naval man) who built a small hut 
about half a mil e south of Point Morrison. 

The ruins of Seaman's hut are still vis ible today and Jacob 's Gully 
bears his name. It was in this hu t that Inspector Tolmer (later 
Commissioner of Police) sea rched for the bushranger "Gentle­
man Joh n" Gilkes, in 1844. 
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Chapter 8 

GEORGE MEREDITH 
A Prodigal Son 

who did not return 

HE\! ITT A >CE :\lA '\ 

The 'rendthnl t. dt'l nhcrit<' d and )!r:•,·r k " ... 
took 10 the hl<' . d rc'rr<'d ''"'"~ ou1 ' ' ' 1- no" kd~c . 
Trampin~ the hch: ~ tral."k ' 111 th1..' 'lll1llllc:r hatt.' , 
let l'\ C' ryt hi n~ hut h ft' , Jjp thru' In' l ingt.·r ... . 

131ue blo" ing smo l.e o f' " 1g~ from !he noon f 1rc .. .. 
sr arce ~" inging shadows of 1r~~' no longer for,·tgn 
sifted the memor~ of a greener climate .. .. 
the hhnd -drunk <rree< indifferently f0rg1\"Cn. 
and r a<l lhcm all. the 1rad 10 e'care 10 no" here .. .. 
The r alr <tal ~ of a \\cnch Jllh<' county ba ll 
<a nk bac• f0rgoncn in hl a,·l, \t,tr~ · , e~c, .... 
That h,tr,h f:\tt'lh . .-~11 .... t,u nlr\ n1 the.· ,\...~1 rt.•!!(':t t 

~,.· l l)'c.:-0 ''' ma~.:nll h.:t' ll l'l' n'und ht' bnnl'' · 
r nlhht•d tn J!ll~<'lll "'ll '. 

I \\ fi~IH 

:'<krcd it h \\"a' t he son o r a " ell- to -do busine.s m a n 11ho '> ettled 
o n the East Coast o f Tas m ania in 1821. In 1826 he 11 a~ g ra nted 
1000 acres o f land adjo in ing his father 's r ro rcny and in the same 
yea r \le red ith Seni o r \\"COt intO the \\"ha ling indus t ry , \\"hen he bu ill 
a 50 to n I'CSse l , the Black S 11·an. For the next ten yea rs , litt le can be 
t raced of the fami ly. One account gi, ·cn by a John\\ ' . Bull in · Ea rly 
Exre r ic nccs in So uth A u st ral ia· ( ! 8:<8). sta tes tha t the son ha d been 
sent by h is fathe r to h u nt seal s in a sm a ll ship . bu t t hi s wa~ w reck ed 
a nd he had escared in a boa t 11 it h a m a n k nown as J acob Seam a n. 
T hey land ed near \Veste rn Ri l"er on the nort h coa st or 1-.:a ngaroo 
Is land and set t led there . 

A not her , ·ersio n is that Geo rge (jun io r) to o k adl"ant age o f his 
afnuent fat her's generos ity a nJ a bsconded with one· o r hi tradi ng 
, ·essels, so ld it an d \\"ith the money rurcha~ed a sea ling boat. then 
made for 1-.: anga roo Island accomr::tnicd by a Dut chman named 
Jaco b a nd anot he r sa ilo r. a colo ured man . 
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The th ree sett led at \\'e~ tern Ri1-c r Co,·c and seemed tO ha l"c led a 
peacefu l ex is tence at t his rem o te srot for sc1-c ra l years . engaged in 
fa rmine a nd scalin!! . Wit h the we ll -found scaling boat Meredi th 
had br~uc.h t from Van Dieman's Land and h is t\\·o ma n crew, he 
11~a ~ ab le- to make tri ps to the neigh bouring islands a nd 10 the 
mainla nd . On one s uch tr ip to Enco unt er Bay , they retu rned 
\\" ith tw o na ti l"e I"Out hs who Meredith employed as sen ·a nts . O n 
ano the r . t hi s tim ~ westward , a yo ung lubra was abducted fro m her 
t ribe a t Port Li nco ln and named by her new master , Sal. As time 
went on h is compa nions observed tha t he became increasingly 
tho u !!. ht f,ul a nd renect ive , s itt ing fo r lo ng reriods reading his bi bl e. 
Wa~ l 1c recalli ng his misspent yout hfu l years - rcr e nting the exces s­
i,·c ex t ra , ·ac.a nces , the wasteful foll ies \\"h ich had brought so much 
heart-ache to h is fa m ily? W as he no w regret t ing his final unfo r ­
!!.i,·able ac t of the theft o f hi s fat her ' s fi ne sch oo ner wh ich had now 
; esu lted in hi s iso la t io n o n thi s lovely isla nd , but completely cu t off 
now from their lo1·e a nd com panio nshi p ? W ho \\"ill e1·er know? 

Quite unexpec tedl y, he a nno unced to hi s com pa nio ns h is 
in te ntion to ma ke a no the r tri p to the mai nland, 1·e ry much aga in st 
the advice of Jacob, w ho , in h is w iser j udgmen t, fo resaw the ri s k 
in,·o h ·ed. However, M ered ith pers is ted wit h the idea a nd set o ff 
wit h Sal and his two nat ive lads , qui te una wa re tha t one of them 
had fa llen in lo,·e w ith the young lub ra. Arr ivi ng a t Yan kalilla Bay, 
he dec ided to put in there fo r a day or two. One morning he sat as 
us ua i o n d eck e njoying t he su n a nd read ing the bible he now always 
carried " ith him . H e \\" as so engrossed in the b o ok that he did not 
notk e the na t i1-e , ·outh crcer up s tea lth ily b eh ind h im . It took but 
o ne '"·i ft blo"· fr~m the tomahaw J... he car ried to fell the white m a n 
\\"here he c:.at. 

13ac k o n Ka nga ro o Island, J acob s a nd his com panio n a wai ted 
the re tu r n of the ir emrlo yer. When abou t th ree m o nth s had go ne 
b'·· the sa ilor d ecided it was t ime to co nt ac t some ot her se ttl e rs he 
k~e" . \\"hO li, ·ed o n the easte rn s ide of the is la nd and with t heir 
help. s tart loo ki ng for the missing scali ng boat and the owner a nd 
ere"· · H e e1·en tually reached the se t t leme nt where War land 
(Go ,·e rnor \\'ha lly) a nd Na t Tho mas co u ld . he ho p ed . be found . 
The three men and a no t her na med \\'a lker , se t off fo r J erl"is Bay . 
Crossing the Pa ssage, a s the ir boat got near the o pposite coast t hey 
were able to d iscern a g ro up of na ti,·es watching thei r approach 
fro m the rocks , but who ra n o r r a s the boat came to a halt. A ll 
except one, a lubra, who cal led o u t a s s he ran tO\\"ards them . and 
w ho Jacobs rccoc.ni sed as Sa l. She ca me aboard a nd to ld them o f 
the murder o f th ; ir master a nd ho " it h ad occur red. She con1·inccd 
the " hit e men that she had no th ing to d o wit h it . s ince she had 
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rejected complet ely the advances of the youth concerned and was 
herself going in fear for her own life since Meredith's deal h. 

Sal also told them about the plan being formed under the 
inst igation of one of the young men called Encounter Bay l3ob, to 
visit the Island one night in the boat they had acqu ired and mu·rder 
all the white people they could find there. Much disturbed, the fo ur 
men returned to Hog Bay without further delay , taking Sal with 
them, willingly enough this t ime, no doubt. For months after thi s 
they went in fear of their lives, never sleeping without their arms 
loaded beside them each night. Great was their relief to learn finally 
that Meredith's boat had been wrecked at Encounter 13ay, and they 
were able to sleep peacefully in the ir beds once more. 

The true story of George Meredith's untimely death may never 
be known, because of this account also related from a different 
source , as follow s: ' While their unsuspecting master was sit ting 
near the campfire (at Yankal illa) eating breakfast, both nat ive boys 
stole up behind him. It is supposed they had been prompted by 
some black fellows who afterwards took possession of the woman 
and the boat and took o ff for Encounter Bay. The boat was used by 
the natives for fishing but was finally lost when it drift ed away due 

to careless anchoring.' 
Of the two accounts one is inclined to think the first the more 

likely because of two points which occur. The youth who is alleged 
to have been in love with Sal would have a strong moti ve for dis­
patching their master and it was he, so she told the white selllers 
from the Island, who had committed the murder. Also, since the six 
of them had lived at the western and most distant and isolated part 
of Kangaroo Island, the native boys would have found li ttle chance 
to meet other mainland nat ives to discuss this act of treachery. 

It was .believed that the natives had found some of Meredi th 's 
money in his boat, but that the major portion of it was hidden away 
-'planted' somewhere at Western River. If so, nobody appears to 
know for certain if it was ever found, nor whether the youth who 
committed the murder was apprehended . But it is on record that an 
estate of between Four and Five Thousand Pounds was for some 
time after Meredith's death held in chancery un til proof was 
provided . Sal was said to have known where lie was buried, but 
there is no record of the discovery of his skeleton. He lies there in 
an unknown lonely grave, and this is surely a sorrowful ending to 
what could have been a promising li fe. 
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