












































































































































HERITAGE OF EIGHT LOWER NORTH TOWNS

Clare Survey item No.: 37 ANZ Bank, Main North Rd, CLARE
Photographs Upper: Exterior locking north-west Lower: Exterior looking west
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Clare Survey ltem No.: 37 ANZ Bank, Main North Rd, CLARE
Photographs Upper: Interior banking chamber Lower: Interior ground floor offices
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Register Assessment Report
South Australian Heritage Act 1978 Clare Survey ltem No.: 41

St Michael's Catholic Church
Victoria Rd
CLARE

Statement of Cultural Significance

Designed by M. McMullen as an Iltalianate church, it was built between 1873-83. It documents
one of the high points of the work of the Jesuit fathers in the Clare Valley. Their ministry
began in 1844 and the first church was built in 1847—8. The second, much more elaborate
church,is one of the most elaborate churches in South Australia in a rural situation. Its tower
dominates the skyline of Clare.

Relevant Criteria

Important to the understanding of the evolution and pattern of South Australia’s
environmental, social or cultural heritage and possessed of aesthetic values or demonstrating
outstanding creative and/or technical accomplishment.

Significant Interest

1. Architectural: A most significant church building—among the most important in rural South
Australia. Designed in Italianate style in the early 1870s by M. McMullen and built in the early
1880s, the church stonework is of a very high quality and its high tower rises as a landmark
above Clare.

2. Historical: The first Jesuit father arrived at Clare in 1844. The first St Michael's church,
Clare's first major building, was constructed during 1847-9. A foundation stone for a new
church was laid on 29 June 1873, but it was not completed until 1883.

Recommendation

It is recommended that this item be included on the Register of State Heritage Items
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Clare Survey Item No.: 41

St Michael's Catholic Church
Victoria Rd
CLARE

ANALYSIS OF SIGNIFICANT INTEREST

Architectural

Designed in the early 1870s by M. McMullen, an Adelaide architect, and finally completed in
January 1883.

It is of ltalianate design on a rectangular floor plan for the nave of approximately 27m X
15.5m—a foyer is immediately inside the main double door,with a gallery above. The chancel
is two metres wider than the nave and about 10.3m deep. The altar is very ornate. The nave,
however, has been greatly altered during recent renovations. Ceiling trusses are most ornate
and like the beams are exposed. Pews have been removed, the floor carpeted and portable
seating provided.

The exterior is largely intact. Walls are of stone, quoins are moulded and blocked and
surrounds to openings are moulded. The roof is gabled with masonry verges and guttering at
eaves. The eaves have much moulding and ornate scroll work. The eastern entrance facade,
has a large arched double door, with an arched window symmetrically positioned on either
side. A large, octagonal, domed tower with arched slits beneath the dome rises from the
gable.

Historical

In 1844, the Jesuit priest Father Michael Ryan first came to Clare district at the behest of
Bishop Murphy. St Michael's Catholic Church, built between 1847-9, was Clare’s first major
building . The land bought by the Roman Catholic Church as the site for St Michael's also
contains the first burial grounds for the Catholics of the district. As Clare and its hinterland
prospered so it became obvious that the small church would not suffice.

On 29 June 1873, the diocesan administrator, Father Reynolds, laid the foundation stone of a
new church. This grand occasion was attended by about 300 people. The church was to be of
ltalianate design and would cost some £3,000. While work began almost immediately, the
walls were only at first constructed to about 30cms above the floor level and there, apparently,
money and work ran out. In November 1876, the congregation decided that the building
should continue. Money was raised through many ventures. It was not until 1881 that tenders
were again called to build the church to M. McMullen’s design of some ten years earlier. A.
Munro, the Kapunda builder, was the successful tenderer. By January 1883, the church was
completed and its tower has ever since dominated the skyline of Clare. As the Northern Argus
reporter stated on 30 January 1883: ‘This magnificent Church is believed to be one of the
best outside Adelaide’.
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Clare Survey ltem No.: 41

Site Record

St Michael's Catholic Church

Victoria Rd

CLARE

Location Victoria Rd Clare

Mapsheet 6630-32

AMG Reference 278660 6253230

Description Stone church

Land Description Section 40, lot 43 and pt lot 40
Hd Clare
CT 2223/167

LGA DC Clare

Owner The Catholic Church Endowment Society

Inc.
Diocesan Centre, 39 Wakefield St
ADELAIDE 5000

Other Assessments

Heritage Status National Trust
Photographs Film 1636, 20.9.89; Film 1655, 7.6.90
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Clare Survey ltem No.: 41 St Michael's Catholic Church, Victoria Rd, CLARE
Photographs Upper: Exterior looking west Lower: Exterior masonry work, tower, to west
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Clare Survey ltem No.: 41 St Michael's Catholic Church, Victoria Rd, CLARE
Photographs Upper: Exterior masonry southern wall Lower: Interior looking to altar
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Reaqister Assessment Report
South Australian Heritage Act 1978 Clare Survey Iltem No.: 47

Inchiquin homestead, outbuildings and walls
Main North Rd
CLARE

Statement of Cultural Significance

This is the earliest of Clare’s larger houses and properties to have survived. The homestead is
closely associated with Edward Burton Gleeson the founder of Clare. It is one of the finest
pastoral homesteads in the Lower North.

Relevant Criteria

A building important to the understanding of the evolution and pattern of South Australia’s
environmental, social or cultural heritage.

Significant Intereét

1. Architectural: Because entry was prohibited to this property the only architectural details
that could be gained were from a distance on the road boundaries. It consists of a main house,
outbuildings, sheds and stone walls that form the nucleus of a nineteenth century head
station complex

2. Historical: Part of the township of Clare was laid out on a portion of section 40 by Edward
Burton Gleeson who bought the land in 1841, This property was the centre of Clare’s
activities. It remained with the Gleeson family until 1884 when it was sold to James Hill.
Governors were entertained within its walls and Gleeson made it the centre for his work as
‘King of Clare'.

Recommendation

It is recommended that this item be included on the Register of State Heritage Items
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Clare Survey Item No.: 47

Inchiquin homestead, outbuildings and walls
Main North Rd
CLARE

ANALYSIS OF SIGNIFICANT INTEREST
Architectural

Because entry was prohibited to the site, there is little that can be written about this group of
buildings and walling. Most of the visible structures are built of stone walling.The main house
was extended over the years—even a ballroom was added after it was purchased by James
Hill. Hill died in 1920.

Historical

Edward Burton Gleeson came to South Australia with his wife and family in July 1838 from
India. Family legend has it that he took out a sweepstake in India and brought a fortune with
him. He first purchased land at the foothills of Adelaide, in present-day Beaumont, and set
himself up as a wealthy farmer. Whether through inopportune investments or rash speculation
Gleeson was said to have been bankrupted in early 1842. He certainly put money into the
overlanding of stock from the eastern colonies for resale and purchased sheep for a breeding
programme. Like a number of other respected individuals who also put their money into
livestock at this time, the venture went bad when bills were dishonoured.

With some existing funds he invested in land in a survey taken out by John Morphett and
Peter Horrocks some two hundred kilometres north of Adelaide. Horrocks and Morphett took
out a Special Survey of 6,000 hectares in December 1839 on the Hutt River. By 1841
Gleeson placed stock there, purchased sections 41, 42 and others, totalling 200 hectares,
and by 1843 had established a station homestead. In 1842, Gleeson had the village of Clare
laid out on section 40 and part of section 42.

Over the ensuing years he became Clare’s most prominent citizen—the first Mayor, and
leader of committees and social movements. He and his wife entertained various South
Australian Governors and prominent Adelaide men of commerce and politics at Inchiquin.

On his death in 1870, Inchiguin passed to his son John. John was not as wise a man with
financial matters as his father and in 1884 the property was sold to James Hill. Hill added the
ballroom to the old homestead and entertained there lavishly.
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Clare Survey ltem No.: 47

Inchiquin homestead, outbuildings and walls

Main North Rd

CLARE

Location Main North Rd Clare
Mapsheet 6630-32

AMG Reference

Description

Land Description

-
>

Owner

Other Assessments

Heritage Status

Photographs
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278240 6254400

Stone homestead, outbuildings and walling
part Section 43

Hd Clare

CT 4097/635

DC Clare

Mr and Mrs A R Aughey

“Inchiquin”
CLARE SA 5453

National Trust

Film 1636, 20.9.89; Film 1657, 7.6.90
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Clare Survey Item No.: 47

Site Plan

Inchiquin homestead, outbuildings and walls
Main North Rd

CLARE
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Clare Survey ltem No.: 47 Inchiquin homestead, outbuildings and walls, Main North Rd,
CLARE
Photographs Upper: Exterior of homestead to north Lower: Exterior of homestead to east
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Clare Survey Item No.: 47 Inchiquin homestead, outbuildings and walls, Main North Rd,
CLARE

Photographs Upper and Lower: Exterior of homestead to south-east
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