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Kapunda Survey Item No.: 86 

Site Plan 

Heuzenroeder's- former Elder Smith- Office 

MainSt 

KAPUNDA 
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Kapunda Survey Item No.: 86 Heuzenroeder's-former Elder Smith-Office, Main St, 
KAPUNDA 

Photographs Upper: Exterior looking north Lower: Exterior, showing north-eastern wall 
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Kapunda Survey Item No.: 86 
KAPUNDA 

Heuzenroeder's-former Elder Smith-Office, Main St, 

Photographs Upper: Interior, main entrance Lower: Interior, office door, main office 
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HERITAGE OF EIGHT LOWER NORTH TOWNS 

Register Assessment Report 

South Australian Heritage Act 1978 

Former Commercial Inn 

81 Main St 

KAPUNDA 

Statement of Cultural Significance 

Kapunda Survey Item No.: 90 

First licensed as the Commercial Inn in 1856, this is one of the finest Kapunda buildings 
remaining from the mid- nineteenth century commercial expansion in the town. Although 
there appears to have been facade changes made, possibly in the 1880s, the quality of the 
shopfront and construction make it an exceptionally important building. 

Relevant Criteria 

A building important to the understanding of the evolution and pattern of South Australia's 
environmental, social or cultural heritage. 

Significant Interest 

1. Architectural: Represents one of the best preserved nineteenth century commercial 
premises in the Lower North-albeit in a state of deterioration. Two storeyed and constructed 
of stone it has an ornate timber and glass shop front of exceptional quality. 

2. Historical: First licensed as the Commercial Inn by W. Supple in 1856. This building ceased 
to be a hotel in about 1880 and was used as commercial premises, perhaps also a lodging 
house. It relates to the beginnings of Kapunda's rapid commercial expansion in the late 
1850s. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that this item be included on the Register of State Heritage Items 
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Kapunda Survey Item No.: 90 

Former Commercial Inn 

81 Main St 

KAPUNDA 

ANALYSIS OF SIGNIFICANT INTEREST 

Archttectural 

Built in 1856 as the Commercial Inn and possibly had exterior alterations in the 1880s. 

The building is of two storeys and is constructed of random stone walling. The stone runs 
right to the corner of the building, but rendered quoins and surrounds to openings have 
been added. 

The Main St facade has three sash windows on the upper storey and a timber and corrugated 
galvanised iron verandah of relatively recent origin. There are two entrances on this facade. 
The first contains an elaborate door with side and fan lights and the second is a shopfront. 
The shopfront is made of moulded timber panelling and glass and is most ornate. A door is 
central to this shopfront. There is a plaque of marble on this facade. 

At the rear of the premises there is a single storey section, but the north eastern wall is in poor 
condition and so, apparently, is the rear. 

Interior access and property access was not available at time of survey. However, the shop 
section that can be viewed through the windows on Main St appears to be a storeroom with 
remnants of 1950s' fittings. 

Historical 

While the Mines created Kapunda, they were not responsible for the large scale expansion in 
the town of the 1850s and 1860s. This growth was largely due to Kapunda's role as a 
transport and service centre for the shipment of copper from Surra. Most of the town's 
existing commercial premises show the importance of that period. 

W. Supple first gained the license for the Commercial Inn on this site. Later, it was licensed to 
Ellen Fry, who ran it during the 1860s and 1870s. 

Apparently the building ceased to be licensed in 1880, so it appears that it functioned as a 
commercial premises from that point or, perhaps, a lodging house. On the front wall is a 
plaque that reads 'From Kapunda No. 1 Marble Quarry'. 

References 

Rob Charlton, The history of Kapunda, Adelaide, Austaprint reprint, 1971 . 

Greg Drew and Joyce Jones, (comp.) , Discovering Historic Kapunda, South Australia: 
Australia's first mining town, Adelaide, Dept of Mines & Energy, 1988. 

J.L. (Bob) Hoad, Hotels and Publicans in South Australia, 1836-1984, Adelaide, AHA, 1986. 
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81 Main St, Kapunda 

6629- 35 

308030 6197800 

Stone building 

Section 1401 , lot 96 

Hd Kapunda 

CT 1139/166 [from MT 731876] 

DC Kapunda 

M M J Linke 

14 Hill St 

KAPUNDA 5373 

National Trust 

Film 1648, 15.2.90; Film 1659, 13.6.90 



HERITAGE OF EIGHT LOWER NORTH TOWNS 

Kapunda Survey Item No.: 90 

Site Plan 

Former Commercial Inn 

81 Main St 

KAPUNDA 
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Kapunda Survey Item No.: 90 Former Commercial Inn, 81 Main St, KAPUNDA 

Photographs Upper: Exterior, main facade to north Lower: Exterior, main facade to west 
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Kapunda Survey Item No.: 90 Former Commercial Inn, 81 Main St, KAPUNDA 

Photographs Upper: Exterior masonry on south-west wall Lower: Exterior, north-east wall 
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Register Assessment Report 

South Australian Heritage Act 1978 

Institute 

HiiiSt 

KAPUNDA 

Statement of Cultural Significance 

Kapunda Survey Item No.: 95 

The foundation stone of this building was laid in October 1870. The construction of the 
building was the high point of Kapunda's civic development. A fine building with two storey 
facade, large hall, underground rooms etc. One of South Australia's most important examples 
of an Institute building and hall in a rural area. It gains more significance because of Kapunda's 
regional importance as a centre of social and political activity. 

Relevant Criteria 

A building important to the understanding of the evolution and pattern of South Australia's 
environmental, social or cultural heritage and possessed of aesthetic values. 

Significant Interest 

1. Architectural: Shows the use of the best local stone, fine craftsmanship and good design. It 
is an aesthetically pleasing building and of exceptional importance in the Hill St, Main St group 
of significant buildings. 

2. Historical: The building of this Institute marked the high point in civic pride in late nineteenth 
century Kapunda. The foundation stone was laid in October 1870 and the main hall 
completed in 1874. Other additions were made as late as the 1920s. It was the social and 
cultural centre of Kapunda and the surrounding region. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that this item be included on the Register of State Heritage Items 
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Kapunda Survey Item No.: 95 

Institute 

HiiiSt 

KAPUNDA 

ANALYSIS OF SIGNIFICANT INTEREST 

Architectural 

Built from 1870 in a number of stages. The 1870 portion was designed by the architects 
Garlick and McMinn. 

It is constructed of stone, coursed and jointed, with rendered and moulded quoins and 
surrounds to openings. The main entrance is from Hill St. This facade has two storeys 
symmetrically designed. The lower level has a flight of steps leading to a recessed double 
entrance door. The recess is arched and windows are on either side and on the upper level. 
This facade is topped by an ornate parapet. 

The Institute contains the Hill St facade, featuring two storeys, a large hall with adjacent 
supper and meeting rooms, stage and below ground rooms. Some of this interior has been 
modernised, but the hall ceiling, for example, contains the original moulded plaster roses. The 
entrance foyer, too, has ornate moulded woodwork around arched doorways and on 
architraves and skirtings. 

The structure is utilitarian, but aesthetically pleasing. 

Historical 

The construction of an Institute on Hill Street, adjacent to the magnificent Baptist church and 
the Herald office was considered to be the high point of Kapunda's civic achievement. Two 
decades of growth had seen no public social centre develop, other than Crase's meeting 
rooms at the North Kapunda Hotel. 

By December 1869, it was known that the Government had set aside funds for the Institute 
building and that 'one well-known citizen ... with his wonted liberality [had] promised a very 
handsome donation'. The Herald 's reporter noted with typical gloom, 'we may hope soon 
again to hear the almost-forgotten music of the trowel and the stonecutter's hammer on the 
Institute's land'. In October 1870, the foundation stone was laid: the mine band played, a 'cold 
collation' was served, a great entertainment held, and, remarkably, a holiday declared by local 
traders and holiday fares arranged by the government for the railway. This 'veritable castle in 
the air ... [began] to assume a more substantial form'. 

The Institute was opened to the public on 12 July 1871 at a gala affair which featured a 
'torchlight procession, a conversazione, an exhibition of works of art, scientific apparatus, 
and the electric light, with music'. Even the Adelaide press was ecstatic about the building. Its 
'beautiful grey Kapunda stone, finished with white freestone also obtained in the 
neighbourhood, the quoins with sunken joints, and alternatively tooled and brooched' was 
described, as was the Mintaro slate steps and interior plan. The front two storeys were to have 
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a large lecture hall added later. Kapunda people themselves saw the building as probably the 
most important social and educational venture in the town's history; a success achieved by 
the few zealots in the community and that led 'those prophets of evil [to be] confounded.' 

Additions to the building continued in 187 4 and in 1919-29. A local committee continues to 
oversee the Institute and Memorial Hall building. 
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Hill St, Kapunda 

6629-35 

308090 6197970 

Stone Institute building 

Section 1401 

Hd Kapunda 

CT 1814/134+ 

DC Kapunda 

District Council of Kapunda 

P 0 Box 72 

KAPUNDA 5373 

1977 Case study of Kapunda, 

Dept of Environment 

National Trust 

Film 1648, 15.2.90; Film 1658, 7.6.90 
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Kapunda Survey Item No.: 95 
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Kapunda Survey Item No.: 95 Institute, Hill St, KAPUNDA 

Photographs Upper: Exterior, Hill St facade to north Lower: Exterior masonry on north-east wall 
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Kapunda Survey Item No.: 95 lnst~ute, Hill St, KAPUNDA 

Photographs Upper: Interior entrance hall and doors Lower: Interior, auditorium ceiling 
r 
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