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FOREWORD
As Minister for Environment and Heritage, I have much pleasure in presenting this
Final Report of the Murray Mallee Heritage Survey.
Since 1983 the South Australian Government has demonstrated its commitment to
heritage conservation by pursuing a systematic program of heritage surveys in South
Australia, known as the Regional Heritage Survey Program. The purpose of this
Program is to identify and record all the Non-Aboriginal heritage of South Australia by
the year 2000.
In order to achieve that objective the State has been divided into fourteen regions. The
Murray Mallee Heritage Survey, which is part of the Survey Program, assesses the
heritages resources of Region 7 and includes the District Councils of Karoonda-East
Murray, Southern Mallee District Council and parts of the District Councils of Renmark
Paringa and Loxton Waikerie, Mid Murray Council, Coorong District Council and Rural
City of Murray Bridge.

Heritage South Australia of the Department for Environment, Heritage and Aboriginal
Affairs commissioned heritage consultants Andrea & Paul Kloeden and Bruce Harry &
Associates to undertake the Murray Mallee Heritage Survey. It has been jointly funded
by the Commonwealth Government, through the National Estate Grants Program, and
the South Australian Government, through the State Heritage Fund, with contributions
from several Murray Mallee Councils.
The primary objective of the Regional Heritage Survey Program is to identify places of
State heritage ~ignificance for entry in the State Heritage Register and to determine
potential State Heritage Areas. As part of the Survey Program local heritage places and
local heritage areas have also been identified and documented.
The Final Report of the Murray Mallee Heritage Survey is a thorough and wellpresented document.
I would like to thank the Murray Mallee Councils for their co-operation and assistance
during the coirrse of this heritage survey and I trust the recommendations will be of
benefit to those Councils and of great interest to the local community.

orothy Kotz MP
MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT AND HERITAGE
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Chapter I : Introduction

1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 HERITAGE SURVEY
This heritage survey of the Murray Mallee region was undertaken by A & P. K.loeden,
History Consultants, and Bruce Harry & Associates, Architects and Heritage
Consultants, for Heritage South Australia of the Department for Environment,
Heritage and Aboriginal Affairs.
The objective of the survey was to provide an authoritative description and evaluation
of the heritage resources of the region for the purposes of conservation, planning and
assessment. Specifically, the aims were to:
• make recommendations for the entry of places in the State Heritage Register, and
for the declaration of State Heritage Areas;
• identify areas which could be declared Local Heritage Areas, or otherwise be
incorporated into local government planning;
• provide a list of places of local heritage value for inclusion in the Development Plan
or for other planning purposes.

1.2 SURVEY AREA
As part of Heritage South Australia's systematic program of heritage surveys, the State
has been divided into fourteen regions. This survey area, Region 7, encompasses the
area, known as the Murray Mallee, to the south and east of the River Murray. It does
not include the area immediately adjacent to the river, nor the river towns which have
been surveyed separately. The survey area extends south as far as Meningie and is
bounded to the east by the Victorian border. It incorporates the Southern Mallee
District Council, the District Council of Karoonda-East Murray and sections of the
District Council ofRenmark Paringa, the District Council ofLoxton Waikerie, the Mid
Murray Council, the Rural City of Murray Bridge and the Coorong District Council.
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1.3 TASKS

To achieve the aims of the survey and to establish the heritage value and resources of
the survey area the following tasks were undertaken:
• historical research to establish the principal events and themes which characterized
the physical development of the region, and writing of an overview history to
provide the historical basis for the recommendations of this report;
• a physical inspection of the region to identify, locate and describe the places which
are of heritage value, taking account of previous assessments and records of such
authorities as Heritage South Australia and the National Trust of South Australia;
• make recommendations based on the results of the above two tasks for the entry of
places in the State Heritage Register;
• make recommendations for the declaration of State Heritage Areas;
• make recommendations for the declaration ofLocal Heritage Areas;
• make recommendations for the inclusion of places in a list of local heritage value.

1.3.1 Historical Research
Historical research was undertaken using primary and secondary sources as well as
local knowledge. Based on this research an overview history was written to provide a
basis for the recommendations contained in this report. It sets out a broad thematic
framework for historical analysis. This history takes into account the framework for
historical assessment set out in the document South Australian State Historic

Preservation Plan: Historical Guidelines (Marsden, S. ; Department of Environment
and Planning; May 1980).

MURRAYMALLEEHERITAGE SURVEY (1998)

A. & P. KLOEDEN

BRUCE HARRY & AsSOCIATES

9

Chapter 1 : Introduction

1.3. 2 Fieldwork
After the general historical development of the area had been established, consultation
was held with the local Councils and other interested local people with a view to
identifying places considered to be of historic interest. Previous assessments were
consulted to further identify places. This was followed by a thorough physical
inspection of the area to further identify, describe and locate on suitable maps relevant
places of interest.
From the above fieldwork a preliminary list of places was established from which
places considered worthy of recommendation for entry in the State Heritage Register
were selected. Also selected from the list were places considered to be of local heritage
value. One place currently entered in the State Heritage Register was considered to be
not worthy of inclusion in the Register.
A total of 111 places were selected, broken down as follows:
Currently in
State
Heritage
Register

Recommend
for State
Heritage
Register

Recommend
Removal
from State
Heritage
Register

Places of
Local
Heritage
Value

Total Places
Selected

Southern Mallee District
Council

1

2

1

24

26

District Council of
Karoonda-East Murray

1

1

0

25

27

District Council of
Renmark Paringa

0

0

0

1

1

District Council of Loxton
Waikerie

1

0

0

32

33

Mid Murray Council

0

0

0

5

5

Rural City of Murray
Bridge

0

0

0

0

0

Coorong District Council

2

0

0

17

19

Total

5

3

1

104

111
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1.3.3 State Heritage Areas
The criteria for the declaration of a State Heritage Area are similar to those for the
entry of individual places in the State Heritage Register. A State Heritage Area should
constitute a continuous and unified area, comprised, for the most part of significant
fabric relatively free from unsympathetic intrusions. See Section 5 for more detail.

1.3.4 State Heritage Places
Based on the historical framework and fieldwork described above, recommendations
are made for the entry of places in the State Heritage Register as well as
recommendations for the removal of some places. The criteria which were used are set
out in detail in Section 6. Places considered to be of potential significance were the
subject of more detailed research and site investigation.

1.3.5 Local Heritage Areas
Local Heritage Areas should possess a distinctive historic, architectural or other
character which it is desirable to protect while not necessarily exhibiting the
exceptional merit required of a State Heritage Area. See Section 7 for greater detail of
the criteria required for declaration of such a zone.

1.3. 6 Places of Local Historic Value
Places which are considered to be of heritage value to the local community and meet
the criteria set out in Section 8, but which do not merit entry in the State Heritage
Register have been recommended for inclusion in local heritage lists for each of the six
relevant Councils.
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1.4 MAP OF SURVEY AREA WITH COUNCIL BOUNDARIES
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Chapter 2 : Historical Overview

2. IDSTORICAL OVERVIEW
2.1 HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY

2.1.1 Geography
The Murray Mallee survey area lies to the south and east of the River Murray. It does
not include the area immediately adjacent to the river, nor the river towns. It extends
south as far as Meningie and is bounded to the east by the Victorian border.1 Although
there have been a number of towns and community centres established within the
Murray Mallee, few remain and the only towns of any size are Karoonda, Lameroo and
Pinnaroo.
In describing the geography of the region, the Atlas of South Australia states that it is:
"underlain by a highly calcareous bedrock of Miocene age which has been
masked by more recent deposits. These include a series of east-west trending
sand-dunes deposited during an earlier more arid climate. Between the dunes
are broad flats of sandy loams and clay loams, which give way in places to flat
expanses of calcrete or sheet limestone. Until late in the nineteenth century, the
region was covered with a dense mallee scrub with grassy openings. Today
mallee remains only along roadsides, in the conservation parks, and on some of
the dunes and calcrete areas." 2
This description suggests, however, an illusory uniformity. The Murray Mallee
encompasses a large area and within it the distribution and relative proportions of
sand-dune, sandy loam, clay loam and stone varies considerably. This variation
determined to a large extent when parts of the region were opened up for agriculture
and how successful those ventures were. It also had other important consequences for
the development of the region. For example, the lack of stone in the Pinnaroo region

A more accurate description of the survey area is to be found in the map on page 11
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exacerbated the already difficult task of road building. It also meant that few early
buildings were constructed from stone.
The Murray Mallee is perhaps unique as an agricultural region in having no reliable
surface water. No rivers or creeks flow through the area. Except for a few unreliable
soaks, such as Butchers Soak near Peebinga, there is simply no surface water. Average
annual rainfall varies from approximately 250 mm in the north to 350 mm in the south.
This means that about half of the region, the northern half, is beyond Goyder's Line.
The region does, however, have access to underground water. An abundant supply of
low salinity water is found in the south. Moving further north, salinity levels increase
until, near the River Murray, the underground water is virtually unusable.3

2. 1. 2 Aboriginal Occupation
While there is no doubt that Aborigines occupied and utilized the Mallee for thousands
of years, the precise numbers, or indeed tribal groupings living there may never be
known. A wide variety of plentiful food was available for family and hunting groups
from the more resource-rich areas outside the Mallee as well as for those groups
occupying the region on a permanent basis. The absence of surface water, however,
restricted the number of Aborigines who could permanently occupy the region.4
Aborigines made use of various forms of small but reliable sub-surface water supplies.
In the south, fresh water soaks occurred in inter-dune swales. In other areas rock holes
caught the local rainfall run-off. They were covered with branches and stones to

2

Griffin, T. & McCaskill, M (ed) Atlas of South Australia South Australian Government
Printing Division, Adelaide ( 1986), page 114

3

ibid, page 46

4

Harris, C.H. The History of Mallee Land Use: Aboriginal and European Proceedings
National Mallee Conference, Adelaide, SA (1989), pages 147-148, Harris, C.R. Mantung: a
man-land study in the Murray Mallee of South Australia Proceedings Royal Geographic
Society of Australasia, South Australian Branch, 1971, pages 1-5, Harris, C.R, Reeves, A.E.
and Symon, D.E. (ed) The Ninety Mile Desert of South Australia Nature Conservation
Society of South Australia, Adelaide, SA (1982), pages 7-13
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minimize evaporation and prevent fouling by animals. In still other areas clay pans were
puddled to hold water. Water was extracted from the roots of a range of mallee
eucalypts and hakeas. In times of extreme drought, long standing rights gave the
Mallee occupants access to more reliable water sources in adjacent regions. 5
Most evidence of Aboriginal occupation has been found near the soakages and other
water sources in the region. Not surprisingly, the quantity of evidence is nowhere near
as abundant as that found along the River Murray. Stone flakes, weapons and
implements were found around soakages south of Pinnaroo. Microlithic points have
been found near Burnt Pine Soakage.6
By the time pastoralists moved into the area, however, there were no aborigines living
in the region. The reason for this is unclear. Perhaps it was due to the spread of
European diseases. Perhaps it resulted from the establishment of ration depots outside
the region where food was readily obtained. Inter-tribal conflict may have even been a
cause. At Baan Springs, southwest of Lameroo, seventy Aboriginal skeletons were
found, the result, legend has it, of a massacre ofNgarkat by Tatiara and Lower Murray
Aborigines.7 It is likely that the reason for the Aboriginal absence was a more complex
combination of the above and possibly other factors.

2.1.3 Early White Settlement- Pastoralists
Murray Mallee land was first taken up on Pastoral Leases in the late 1850s. Initially
land was taken up close to the precious water of the River Murray. Later, sinking wells
as they went, the pastoralists moved deeper into the Mallee. The earliest such well was
Nildottie Well, built in 1859. From there, as the pastoralists took up more land to the
east, a line of wells were constructed at Bakara Well, Eastern Well and Elizabeth Well.

5

ibid

6

Pinnaroo Historical Society Pinnaroo: Miracle of the Mallee Pinnaroo Historical Society
(Pinnaroo) 1983, page 15 and Jones, A Pioneers and Progress: a History of the Lameroo
District Lameroo and District Historical Society (1981), page 5
ibid
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The first leases were for a term of 14 years with the government having the right to
resume them at any time; the only restriction being a requirement that six months
notice be given to the pastoralist. If the lease ran its full term the pastoralist was to
receive no compensation for any improvements he had made to the land, such as
building fences or sinking wells. Compensation was to be paid only if the government
made an early resumption of the lease.
Needless to say pastoralists were not inclined to construct improvements beyond what
was absolutely necessary. Wells were dug, as without them the sheep could not
survive. Minimal living quarters and essential outbuildings were built. Land was not
cleared and fences were kept to the absolute minimum. Shepherds, rather than fences,
were used to control the grazing.
Pastoral districts suffered severe droughts in the 1860s, the harshest occurring in 1865.
This prompted the government to allow those lessees in the hardest hit areas, which
included the northern half of the Murray Mallee, to surrender their leases and obtain
new leases at a lower rental. After 1865 leases were granted for 21 year terms and new
leases offered to the Murray Mallee pastoralists, commencing on 1 January 1868.
In 1884 the government finally addressed the problem of compensating pastoralists for
the improvements they made to the land. They agreed to provide compensation for all
water facilities, such as wells, windmills and troughs, no matter when they were built.
In addition, they agreed to pay compensation for other improvements, such as sheds
and fences, which were erected after 14 November 1884. This compensation was to be
paid irrespective of whether the lease ran its full term or was resumed before
completion. By this time, however, the viability of pastoralism in the Mallee was in
considerable doubt, and the promise of compensation was not sufficient to encourage a
flurry of construction.
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Many of the early Pastoral Leases were small, some as small as eight square miles.

These small leases were not viable individually and were soon amalgamated into larger
stations. Some of the larger stations included Chucka Bend and Book Pumong
Stations, which were based on the River Murray and extended into the Mallee.
Mindarie Station, on which no homestead was ever erected, was 320 square miles in
area. Garra Station, comprising some ten leases, covered 831 square miles. Pinnaroo
Station was approximately 500 square miles in size, while Moorlands Station,
incorporating some 21 leases, stretched over more than 3, 000 square miles.
Time and events proved that even these larger stations were not viable. 9 Many leases
were cancelled prior to expiry, either because the land had been abandoned or the rent
not paid. Other leases simply expired, the pastoralists abandoning the land. Unlike
other areas of the State where pastoral leases had to be terminated prior to the end of
their term so that the land could be made available for farming, the Mallee pastoralists
had abandoned their land some ten years before it was settled for grain farming.

2.1.4 Surveys and Settlement
The proclamation of Hundreds within the Murray Mallee, the survey of those
Hundreds and the subsequent allotment and settlement of the land followed a distinct
pattern. At all times the determining factors were access to water, access to transport
and suitability of the soil for agriculture.
The first land to be made available for settlement was along the eastern side of the
River Murray, as far north as Morgan. Hundreds were proclaimed in 1860, although
some were subsequently cancelled and later reproclaimed. Here the farmers had access
to the water and transport that the river provided. Within those Hundreds the land with
the best farming soil was taken up first. Only then was the less productive land settled.

8
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By the early 1890s these Hundreds had been fully allotted and enquiries were being
made for land further east.
In 1893, Hundreds were proclaimed along the River Murray from Waik:erie to the
Victorian border and extending some way south into the Mallee. The following year
Hundreds were proclaimed in the Lameroo and Pinnaroo area. This latter area, while
isolated from the river, was seen to be the best farming land in the Mallee. It also had
access to an abundant supply of good quality underground water. Although these
Hundreds were proclaimed they were not all surveyed or offered at that time and much
of the land that was offered was not taken up by farmers . Even when taken up, it was
often not settled. The farmers had three main concerns. Was the soil good enough for
agriculture; was there an adequate reliable rainfall; and how could they transport goods
to the farm and grain to sale.
A railway to Pinnaroo was first mooted in 1892. A route was surveyed and the cost of
construction determined. The Land Board in 1892, and the Surveyor General in 1893,
both reported favourably upon the potential of the Pinnaroo district. Much of the area
between the River Murray and the Pinnaroo district, however, was sandy and inferior
for cropping. It was unlikely that settlement would naturally proceed outward from the
river to the new area and so, unlike other areas of the State where the railways had
followed successful settlement, it was proposed that the Mallee could only be opened
up for settlement if the railway was built first. This was a radical departure from
normal practice and, like most radical proposals, it was deferred. The farmers
responded by declining to move into the new area.
After eleven years, the fifth such Bill to enter Parliament was finally passed as the

Pinnaroo Railway Act of 1903. The Act provided that construction of the railway
would only commence after 100,000 acres of nearby land was allotted under
agreements to purchase. The government was only prepared to build the railway if
farmers were prepared to commit themselves to the new district. The farmers
responded immediately. The government commitment provided the impetus they had
been waiting for. They no longer prevaricated but applied for the land. By the time the
survey of the railway route, plans and tenders were completed, the required 100,000
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acres had been allotted. Construction commenced and the railway was finally opened in
September 1906.10
Hundreds were proclaimed along the railway incorporating the land between the earlier
Hundreds adjoining the River Murray and those in the Lameroo and Pinnaroo area.
They were surveyed and the land offered for sale. Originally sidings were provided at
ten mile intervals along the line but, under pressure from farmers who had great
difficulty carting over sandy tracks, additional sidings were soon provided at
approximately five mile intervals.
The Pinnaroo Railway proved to be a success well beyond expectation. The previously
unused land along its route was soon opened up to settlement. The question then arose
- could the same be done with the unused land between the railway and the River
Murray to the north? The obligatory commissions, reports and parliamentary debates
were thankfully not as protracted as those concerning the earlier line and soon a
network of railway lines crossed the Mallee.
The first of these new lines from Tailem Bend to Meribah was completed in May 1913.
In 1914, four additional lines were completed - Karoonda to Peebinga, Meribah to
Paringa, Alawoona to Loxton and Karoonda to Waikerie. The final line, from Wanbi to
Yinkanie, was built in 1925. Having learned from earlier experience, sidings were
constructed at approximately five mile intervals. Between 1910 and 1912 those
Hundreds along these, then proposed, lines which had not previously been proclaimed
were proclaimed and surveyed. Some of the Hundreds which had previously been
proclaimed were now surveyed for the first time. As the earlier experience of the
Pinnaroo line had shown, settlement followed the railway. Again, the better land was
taken up first while some of the inferior land, more common in this northern part of the
Mallee, remained unoccupied for a number of years.

10
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Four Hundreds south of the Pinnaroo line and encompassing very poor land were
proclaimed later; one in 1918, two in 1929 and the last not until 1969.

2.1.5 Growth and Decline of Towns and Community Centres
As soon as the land was taken up and occupied by the farmers, there arose a need for

support services such as a blacksmith, store, post office and bank. Children needed to
be educated. The spiritual needs of the farming families required a place where they
could meet in worship. Their social needs required a place where public meetings and
social events could be held. The strength ofthe farmers' desire, particularly for places
of education, worship and public meeting, resulted in numerous gifts of land, money
and labour for these purposes.
A network of towns was soon established throughout the Murray Mallee. Poor roads
and primitive methods of transport meant that, between these towns smaller
community centres were established. They consisted of perhaps only a school, a church
or a hall, or, as was often the case, one building serving all these purposes. While
proximity to the farms was a major factor in determining the location of these towns
and centres, they generally developed at some logical focal point in the area. This focus
of development might be something as simple as a cross road. It was more likely to be
something as significant as a source of water, a well or a bore. The most common
focus, however, particularly for the towns, was the railway.
Common sense dictated that stores and post offices, which relied on the railway to
transport the supplies and mail, be established adjacent to the railway stations and
sidings. Other services developed around them. Building materials needed to construct
the towns were often transported from Adelaide by rail. It was logical to use them
close to the stations and sidings where they were unloaded. The sidings were ideal
locations for schools. Some children could use the railway for transport to and from
school. The children or accompanying parents could collect the mail and do some
shopping without the need for a separate journey, an important consideration when
travel was difficult.
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When the Pinnaroo line was originally surveyed, stations were planned at Lameroo and
Pinnaroo, with sidings at Moorlands, Polly's Well (Peake), Parrakie and Parilla. At
each ofthese locations land was set aside for, and surveyed as, towns. Under pressure
from farmers, additional sidings were soon built and towns often developed there even
though no provision had been made for them in the surveys and land allotment. In
some cases, such as Wilkawatt and Jabuk, the owners of land adjoining the sidings
subdivided that land for sale as township allotments. In the case of Geranium, part of
the government water reserve was subdivided. This was supplemented by the
subdivision of adjoining farm land. In other cases, such as Yappara, land was donated
by the adjoining owner to allow the construction of a hall and school.
The government learned from this experience. When surveying the later railway lines,
they planned sidings at much closer intervals. They also set aside land around many of
these sidings for later surveying into township allotments. The pressure exerted by
farmers was such that most were surveyed as soon as surveyors were available.
The farmers' desire for services, however, rarely resulted in the establishment of large
towns. The extent to which the towns grew depended on a number of factors; the
number of surrounding farms, the prosperity of those farms, the permanent presence or
otherwise of railway workers in the town, as well as the proximity and ease of
transport to other towns. With the exception of Lameroo, Pinnaroo and Karoonda,
(which will be referred to in more detail later) most of the surveyed towns never grew
beyond a few buildings; those buildings directly associated with the railway, a store, a
hall, a church, a school and perhaps a few houses.
Lowaldie 11 is an example of a town with minimal development. The only siding on the
Brown's Well line without a goods shed, it was surveyed into 72 township allotments.
One allotment was dedicated as a site for an Institute. Half of the allotments were
offered for sale in 1914 but only one was sold. All unsold allotments were put up for
auction in 1916. Again only one was sold. Only two buildings were ever erected in the
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town; a residence which was used as a hall for seven years, and the Institute. Despite
this, it had a post office, phone exchange, limited general store and grain buyer. They
all operated from the residence. The Institute was also used as a school and for church
services. The town had cricket and tennis clubs.
Mantung12 was a town with greater potential. It developed into the largest siding
between Karoonda and Waikerie. Associated with the railway it had a turntable,
stationmaster's residence and barracks for locomotive crews. It had a permanent track
maintenance gang housed in cottages. Yet even this was not sufficient to encourage or
support a large town. When 26 of the 58 surveyed township allotments were offered
for sale in 1915, only four were sold. Over the years the town had two stores, one with
a bakehouse, and a post office. It had a public hall, typically used for a variety of
purposes including church services and school. It later had a weatherboard
schoolroom. Only eight houses were ever built in the town.
If most of these towns failed to develop far beyond the extent of the even smaller

community centres, they were to also suffer from the same problems of continuing
viability as the smaller centres. We will see later that changing agricultural patterns,
particularly after the Second World War, resulted in declining population throughout
the Mallee. We will also see that the use of the railways changed or ceased altogether.
Improved transportation, particularly better roads and motor vehicles, meant that
farmers no longer had the same need for local services. Their commercial, educational,
social and spiritual needs could be better fulfilled in the now easily reached larger
towns, both within and outside of the Murray Mallee region. Consequently shops,
schools and churches closed. Local halls were no longer used. For all intents and
purposes most of the Murray Mallee towns and community centres simply ceased to
exist. A few remain offering minimal, although by their very survival obviously desired,
local services.

12

ibid, pages 341 ff
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The three major towns in the Murray Mallee region are Lameroo, Pinnaroo and
Karoonda. They were destined to be the major towns from the beginning. Lameroo
and Pinnaroo were the principal stations on the new line, located in the best
agricultural part of the region and a long way from any significant town. Karoonda was
the central hub of the new network of northern railway lines. Over the years the
relative significance of these three towns to the region has increased as community
services have been centralized in them. Although inevitable, their development,
particularly after the Second World War, has been at the expense of the smaller towns
and community centres.

Lameroo
In about 1883, as part of the pastoral activities of Garra Station, a well was dug at
what was then called Woy Woy; now the site ofLameroo. The well collapsed within a
few years. In 1896 the Hundred ofBews had been proclaimed and the government was
anxious to assist the opening up of the area for agriculture. The government built
another well at Woy Woy and equipped it with a whim to raise the water. A large area
around the well was left unsurveyed to allow the later selection of a town site.
When the Pinnaroo railway line was surveyed in 1904, and the site of the station at
Woy Woy determined, the location of the town was fixed. The town was surveyed and
proclaimed as the town of Lameroo on 16 November 1904. The first township
allotments were offered for sale in December. At this stage, construction of the railway
line had only just commenced. Seventeen of the 36 allotments offered were sold, many
to speculators who onsold them before erecting any buildings on them. The remaining
allotments were reoffered in February 1905 (3 sold), April 1905 (2 sold), October
1905 (5 sold) and February 1906 (2 sold).13
The first building in the new town was the Settlers Hotel. Originally a pug and pine
building it was soon completed in bricks made on site. The lack of building stone in the
area meant that few buildings were erected before the railway arrived in April 1906.
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Once the railway line reached Lameroo, galvanized iron, timber and other building
materials could be easily, and relatively cheaply, transported from Adelaide. Buildings
were soon erected. By the end of the year Lameroo had a hotel, three general stores,
two blacksmiths, a bank and a Methodist Church; the latter also used as a school.
The demand for land increased and in 1907 more town allotments were offered for
sale. This time they were almost all purchased. That year the town's services were
supplemented by the arrival of a saddler, a bootmaker, a tinsmith, a butcher, a
greengrocer, a doctor and a general agent. A private hall, a boarding house and a
billiard saloon were operating. The following year a carpenter set up business, one of
the stores added a bakehouse, a police officer was stationed in the town, and a weekly
newspaper started.14 Cultural activities were not ignored as a Mutual Improvement
Society and a Literary Society were formed. A number of private houses were also
built.
By 1908 all but a few allotments had been sold. Demand, however, was not abating; a
demand which could only be met by the private subdivision of land on the outskirts of
the town. The first such subdivision took place in 1908, south of the railway line west
of Chandos Street. This was followed by a subdivision to the north in 1910 and a
further subdivision south of the town in 1911 . Wheatgrowing in the surrounding area
was proving to be very successful and the town grew in response to the needs of the
expanding farming population.
The First World War brought an end to eight years of rapid expansion. From nothing
the town had grown to contain, in addition to houses, three general stores (one
including a bakery), two butcher shops, greengrocers, a furniture shop, two
blacksmiths, two carpenters and builders, a saddler, a bootmaker, two banks, a post
office, a police station, a school, an Institute, a Masonic Temple and five churches.15
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Following the war, the town consolidated its position. There was little commercial
development, although a number of houses were constructed. The Depression then hit
hard in the late 1920s and early 1930s. Most businesses survived but no thought could
be given to expansion or the construction of new buildings. Just as people were
recovering from the Depression, and a few new buildings were erected, the Second
World War broke out. Even when the war ended in 1945 there were severe shortages
and restrictions on the use of building materials. They lasted for many years.
The late 1950s and the 1960s, however, were prosperous times. Many new buildings
were erected. Many old buildings, particularly in the commercial centre of town, were
demolished and replaced. Unlike most of the earlier buildings, these new buildings
were constructed mainly of brick. What had till then been a predominantly timber and
iron town was transformed.
These years of prosperity fuelled a demand for yet more allotments. Land north of the
hospital was subdivided in stages during the 1950s for housing allotments. A number
of Housing Trust houses were erected. Twelve of the 13 acres of Water Reserve
surrounding the well, were surveyed into township allotments in 1955 . Further
subdivisions, for housing and industrial usage, were added to the town in the 1960s,
1970s and 1980s.

Pinnaroo

The Hundred of Pinnaroo was proclaimed in 1894. A number of farming blocks were
allotted in 1895, but, when initial attempts to promote the railway failed, they were not
occupied. Only after the government committed itself to building the railway, did
settlement begin. Like Lameroo, the township of Pinnaroo was surveyed as a direct
result of the survey of the railway. The town adjoined the railway station and was
proclaimed on 17 November 1904.
The first township allotments were offered for sale in December 1904. One of the first
buildings erected was a general store. It was soon followed by a Methodist Church and
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the Land of Promise Hotel, both of which served as community meeting places until
the Institute was built in 1908. In the years between the arrival of the railway in 1906
and the outbreak of war in 1914, Pinnaroo grew rapidly into a thriving town. It served
the increasing number of surrounding farmers, including those across the border in the
Victorian Mallee region.
By the First World War, Pinnaroo boasted four general stores, three banks, two hotels,
several boarding houses, refreshment rooms, three butchers, two bakers, several
fruiterers, two saddlers, two large blacksmith shops, three livery stables, ladies
dressmakers, two barbers, carpenter and undertaker, painters, fodder merchants,
carriers, tank makers and tinsmiths, boring contractors, builders, a very large hardware
and building merchant's store, brickmaker, printer, two tobacconists, chemist shop,
newspaper and fancygoods store, watchmaker and jeweller, photographer, numerous
wheat buyers, agents and several auctioneers and estate agents. A dentist, a doctor and
a lawyer practiced in the town. There were also several small private hospitals, a police
station, a post office, a school, seven churches and a Masonic Temple.16
A few prominent buildings, such as the Land of Promise Hotel, churches, the police
station and the post office, were constructed from stone. Some, such as the Pinnaroo
Hotel and a row of two storey shops to the east, were built from large cement bricks.
Most buildings, however, were constructed from timber and iron. This was the result
of a shortage of good building stone in the area, as well as the relative ease of
obtaining the latter building materials from Adelaide.
The growth of Pinnaroo was retarded by a severe drought in 1914. In common with
most country towns, it also suffered as a result of the First World War, followed by the
Depression and then the Second World War. Each barrier to prosperity was barely
overcome before the next arose. Consequently, few buildings were erected between
1914 and the 1950s. Exceptions were the new Institute building and the group of two
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storey shops known as Parr's Building. They were built in 1924 and 1927 respectively,
during a brief respite between war and depression.
By the mid 1950s, building materials were more freely available and the economy was
buoyant. During the latter part of that decade and during the 1960s a number of old
buildings were renovated and new buildings erected. By this time, however, the days of
iron and timber construction were over. Stone was no longer used. The new buildings,
as well as the renovations, were constructed ofbrick and concrete.
Karoonda
When the government was surveying the Brown's Well railway line in 1910-11, they
left about 400 acres unsurveyed around the Karoonda siding and bore site. It was
intended to lay out a town in this area at some later time. Pressure was immediately
applied by local farmers who wanted the town laid out as soon as possible. A general
store was opened in a small iron building near the bore in 1911, before construction of
the railway had even commenced. It was soon joined by a blacksmith in 1912 and a
second store in 1913 . That same year the government set up a maintenance depot just
west ofthe bore.
In October 1913 the survey of the township began and the town was proclaimed on 11
December 1913. The town consisted of 103 allotments, six of which were reserved for
possible government use. Fifty six allotments were offered for sale the following
January, and 53 of them were sold. In August eight allotments were offered and all
sold. Further allotments were offered in 1915. Most were sold.
Buildings rapidly appeared. In less than three months three general stores, three
fruiterers, a barber, two boarding houses, a temperance hotel, a blacksmith, a butcher
shop and a 13 room hotel were either built or in the course of erection. 17 They were
soon joined by another general store, a bakehouse, a bank and an Institute. A school
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and residence were built in 191 7. In addition to these commercial and community
buildings, a number of private residences were built.
Building stone was more readily available here than in Lameroo and Pinnaroo and
accordingly many Karoonda buildings were constructed of stone. Timber and iron
buildings were not, however, uncommon.
The period between the end of the First World War and the onset of the Depression
was a period of growth and expansion in Karoonda. It had become a major railway
town. There were many railway employees and their families living in the town. It was
they, as much as the local farming families, who contributed to the growth and success
of the local businesses. Karoonda's central position in the railway network led to the
centralization of many services there. Local bakers distributed their bread along the rail
routes. Mechanical parts from throughout the region were sent by train for repair by
Karoonda's blacksmiths. Banks chose to open in this central location. The 1920s saw
the construction of a number of shops, cafes, banks, three churches and new Council
premises, as well as extensions to the Institute and the hotel.
All the township allotments surveyed in 1914 had been sold by 1915, although some
were still vacant in the early 1920s. By the 1920s there was a clear demand for further
land. In 1925 an eight acre block of land adjoining the town was subdivided into 20
allotments. They were gradually purchased over the years and some houses built on
them. Also in 1925 a further 37 allotments were made available south of the town.
Only two houses were built on this subdivision prior to the Second World War.
In 1928 the old showgrounds site was subdivided into 66 housing allotments. Fifteen
allotments were offered for sale but no bids were received. The Housing Trust
purchased and built on some of the other allotments. Only months after this extension
had been surveyed, a private subdivision of 65 allotments south of the railway line was
made available for sale. Supply now far exceeded demand.
The decade of growth was brought to a halt by the Depression. Most businesses
survived but, again, there was no possibility of expansion. The Second World War
followed . Few buildings were erected in the town during the 1930s and 1940s. After
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the Second World War, Karoonda's position as the principal town in the area was
consolidated. It became the commercial and community centre of an area which grew
wider as the smaller towns were no longer able to offer the necessary services.

2.2 SOCIAL LIFE AND 0RGANIZATION

2. 2.1 Community Halls and Institutes
Soon after settlement, most local communities throughout the Mallee felt a strong need
for a public building in which they could educate their children, worship their God,
conduct public meetings and hold social events. Generally this first public building,
whether originally constructed as a school, a church or more usually as a public hall,
served all these needs. It was the very heart of the community.
The land often came from the government by means of an allotment in the newly
surveyed towns being dedicated for the purposes of an Institute. In a number of places,
including Taplan/ 8 Gurrai/ 9 Sandalwood20 and Yappara/ 1 the land was donated by a
local landowner. In very few cases was it necessary to purchase land. The building
itself was generally erected by the local farmers under the supervision of a tradesman,
himself often a local who donated his labour. Whenever possible materials also were
donated. If stone was available on a local farm it was quarried and carted to the site by
local volunteers. Where materials had to be purchased they were often paid for from
the proceeds of sale of donated wheat. It is not surprising that the local community felt
a real, as opposed to simply a legal, ownership of the completed hall. Its erection and
maintenance was a very visible exercise in community self help.
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Many halls soon affiliated with the Institutes Association. This was to be expected
where the land had been dedicated by the government for such a purpose, although in
Mantung, where the hall's site had been granted as an Institute site, no Institute was
ever formed. 22 Institutes were also formed in many, although certainly not all, halls
built on donated or purchased land. Being an Institute imposed certain responsibilities
upon the management committees or trustees of the hall. They were expected to
maintain a library as well as take a leading role in fostering cultural activities in the
community.
The completed hall was used for a variety of purposes, many of which will be dealt
with in greater detail later. It often housed the local school. It was used by various
denominations as a church. Public meetings and meetings of associations such as the
Agricultural Bureau were held in it. It was also used for dances and other social events.
Over the years the hall changed with the local community. In some cases the original
hall was found to be inadequate and a new hall was built. The old hall was either
demolished as at Parilla23 , sold and put to another use as at Jabuk24 , or left at the rear
of the new hall as at Borrika. In other cases the original hall was extended, often more
than once. The Institute Hall at Paruna is a typical example. Built by volunteers in
1917, it had a supper room added in 1922, it was further extended in 1927, two new
rooms were added in 1938 and in the 1960s it had a new floor and kitchen built?5
The hall's use, as well as its physical structure, also changed with time. Less often was
it required for school or church purposes. It continued to be used for cultural and
social functions, although some of these also changed. For example, a number of halls
were modified for showing pictures. Some, with the addition of extra rooms, provided
accommodation for commercial and civic activities.
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The most dramatic change, however, occurred after the Second World War. Many
local halls were no longer inadequate but simply unnecessary. As we have already seen,
falling populations and easier transportation saw the decline in smaller towns and
community centres. Most of the halls were no longer needed as schools or churches.
Nor, in these declining centres, was there a demand for their use as social or cultural
centres. With a few exceptions, notably the major towns, most of the halls which had
once been the very heart of the Mallee towns and community centres were abandoned.
Some were sold, demolished or removed. Others still stand, deserted and slowly
decaying.

2.2.2 Schools
Possibly the top priority, beyond survival, for the early Mallee settlers was the
provision of an education for their children.
Compulsory education was introduced in South Australia in 1891. There were,
however, certain exemptions based on the child's age and distance from home to the
nearest school. Children between seven and nine were exempt if they lived more than
two miles from a school; children between nine and thirteen if they lived more than
three miles away. In 1915 the number of children subject to compulsory education was
increased and children between six and seven had to attend if they lived no more than
one mile from a school.
Regulations provided that in rural areas, provided there was no other school within
three miles, a school would be opened and kept open wherever there were enough
children to ensure an average attendance of six. It was accepted that to ensure an
average attendance of six, an enrolment of ten pupils was required. The regulations
also insisted that the school must be closed if the average attendance fell below six.
Notwithstanding the requirement to open a school in the above circumstances, the
Education Department was not required to erect a school building. Indeed the Minister
could not authorize the erection of a school building unless he had evidence that
settlement in the area would be permanent and that there would be an average
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attendance of not less than 20 pupils. These criteria could rarely be met in the first
years ofMallee settlement.
The Education Department was, however, willing to rent suitable buildings and this
provided a major impetus for the construction of multi-purpose halls in towns and
community centres throughout the Mallee. In 1915, legislative amendments allowed
the Minister to lend up to £250 for the construction of a building which was to be used
as a school, even if it was to have other uses. The loan was secured by a mortgage
over the hall. The availability of funds provided a further stimulus for the construction
of halls. The hall at Nunkeri, for example, was built using money from one of the first
such loans approved? 6
The criteria of six pupils within three miles, meant that a vast number of small schools
were established in the Mallee. Most commenced in the local hall, Sandalwood being
an exception where a school was established in 1919, prior to the construction of a
27

hall. Over the years many schools moved out of the hall and into school buildings
provided by the Education Department. These were often constructed of timber and
were transportable. Solid construction buildings were generally limited to the more
established and larger towns.
The strict adherence to the six pupils within three miles criteria led to many schools
being established for only short periods of time as the demographics of these small
areas altered. Shortly after closing, many of these schools were often reopened either
in the same location or nearby. A classic, but not atypical example is the school at
Knights Well.28 Opened in September 1923, it closed in April 1926. The school
reopened at the beginning of 1927, only to close a couple of months later in March
1927. Reopening in August the same year, it remained open until 1936 when it closed
permanently. All these changes were the result of average attendances falling above or
below the critical figure of six.
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During the 1920s and 1930s some Higher Primary Schools were created to allow
students to progress beyond the education available at the small six pupil schools. No
transport, however, was provided to bring students to these schools, nor were any of
the smaller schools closed simply because a town school was made into a Higher
Primary School. By 1940 the radical step of establishing Area Schools was under
consideration. The plan was to consolidate a number of small one teacher schools into
one larger school, providing primary and secondary education with a wider curriculum
than was otherwise available. The smaller schools were to close. Buses would bring the
students to the Area School. Education was to be compulsory for children who lived
within three miles, not of a school, but of a school bus route.
Karoonda Area School was the first such school established in South Australia. 29 Prior
to its establishment, the opinions of school committees and parents were canvassed and
were found to be generally favourable. Many parents were particularly pleased that
their children would be able to receive a secondary education without having to board
away from home. The new area school opened at the beginning of 1941. It initially
consolidated only four outlying schools but this was soon increased. More area schools
were later opened. Pinnaroo and Lameroo Area Schools opened in 1945, while others
followed at Paruna, Coomandook, Geranium and East Murray. East Murray Area
School is unique in that it was not built in a town. All students arrive by bus.
The establishment of the area schools spelt the end of the many small schools spread
across the Mallee. Like the community halls, the school buildings were either removed,
sold for other purposes or left abandoned to the elements.

2.2.3 Churches
It is difficult today to perhaps fully appreciate the central role religious faith played in

the lives of the early Mallee settlers. This faith provided a basis for their lives, for their
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actions. It provided a bond between neighbours. It provided strength in confronting the
hardships, and solace in facing the disappointments of farming this often inhospitable
land. Expression of this faith through public worship was a high priority.
The Murray Mallee is a large area and it was settled by people from many backgrounds
and faiths . Congregations were established somewhere in the region by most of the
major Christian denominations. Methodist, Church of England and Roman Catholic
congregations were formed right across the region. The Lutheran Church had a
presence throughout the region and was particularly strong in areas where there were
many settlers of German descent such as Perponda and Bugle Hut. The Baptists were
particularly active along the Pinnaroo railway line around Sherlock, Peake and Jabuk.
The Presbyterian and Congregational Churches both had a smaller presence.
The first services conducted in the Murray Mallee were conducted in the open air or in
private houses. They were conducted by ministers and priests from outside the region
and were often attended by people of different denominations. The first public service
at Pinnaroo, for example, was a simple Methodist service, conducted under a native
pine on 27 August 1905 . The 20 to 25 people in attendance were of many faiths, the
majority being Lutheran. The service was conducted by Rev. J.H. Goss who had ridden
30

his horse from Murray Bridge, a journey taking some five days.

Services continued to be held in private houses until a suitable public building was
available. Often this building was the already mentioned multi-purpose hall which was
used by all denominations active in the area. By way of illustration, the Parilla Hall was
regularly used on a Sunday by the Roman Catholics in the morning, followed by the
Baptists or Presbyterians in the afternoon and the Church of England in the evening.31
Churches were built in those towns and community centres where congregations were
large or active enough to support them. Like the hall, the church was usually built as a
result of community self help, often on donated land. In some places, churches were
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not built but otherwise acquired. The Congregationalists in Galga and the Baptists in
Jabuk purchased the original hall when it was replaced by a new hall. In Parilla the

Methodists purchased the school building when it closed.
The major towns of Karoonda, Pinnaroo and Lameroo soon boasted a number of
church buildings. Many towns, however, such as Halidon and Sandalwood, never had a
dedicated church building and the hall continued to be used for Methodist, Church of
England, Roman Catholic and Lutheran services. In Alawoona the Catholic
congregation worshiped in the hall. In the late 1920s they purchased land and
commenced a building fund but the church was never built. The fund had reached £150
when services ceased in the town.32
As a result of the region's declining population, together with improved roads and cars
making it easier to attend services in the larger towns, many of the Mallee churches
have closed. The general decline in church attendances throughout the nation only
reinforced this trend. Like the abandoned halls and schools, many unused churches
stand only as a reminder of the past.

2.2.4 Masonic Lodges
Masonic Lodges were established in the three major Murray Mallee towns of Pinnaroo,
Lameroo and Karoonda.
The Pinnaroo Masonic Lodge No. 64 commenced in 1911. It had 23 members, eight of
whom came from Murray Bridge. Early meetings were held in the school until the
Temple was dedicated in 1913 .33 The Lameroo Lodge No . 72 was constituted in 1913.
Its first meetings were held in the Court House until the Temple was completed in
1914. In 1967 a new Temple was constructed adjoining the old. 34 The last of the three
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lodges to be formed was Karoonda Lodge No. 127. It was consecrated in 1925 and
held meetings in the Institute until the Temple was built in 1930.

35

2. 2. 5 Vigilance Committees and Agricultural Bureau
Often the first community organization or association formed in a newly settled area
was a local Vigilance Committee. This committee lobbied the government for such
necessities as a site for an Institute or a school for the community. It was usually
responsible for the construction of the local hall. In the absence of a local government
body the Vigilance Committee gave voice to the concerns and demands of the local
community.
Local branches of the Agricultural Bureau played an important role in educating
settlers and assisting them to better farm their land. Generally formed soon after
settlement, and sometimes before the town was surveyed, they were initially well
attended. Many branches, however, had a checkered existence, often going into recess
during difficult times such as the Depression and the Second World War.
Early meetings were held monthly near the time of the full moon, to allow safer travel
to and from the evening meeting. Topics considered at these meetings included
methods of clearing land, fallowing, haymaking, sheep on the farm, tractor versus
horses and all manner of matters relating to farm management. Occasionally the
meeting would be addressed by an officer or other expert provided by the Department
of Agriculture. Field days and competitions were also organized.
A number of branches of the Women's Agricultural Bureau were also formed in the
Murray Mallee. Like the male branches they provided a means of obtaining and sharing
information, as well as much needed fellowship for many who lived otherwise isolated
lives.
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2. 2. 6 Cemeteries

Burial sites within the Murray Mallee survey area range from the large cemeteries of
the major towns to simple one or two plot sites near a small community centre or even
on a private farm.
The following towns and community centres in the survey area have burial sites or
cemeteries either in or near them: Alawoona, Bakara, Borrika, Bugle Hut, Cooke
Plains, Galga, Halidon, Karoonda, Lameroo, Lowaldie, Maggea, Marama, Meribah,
Mindowie, Parilla, Parrakie, Paruna, Peake, Perponda, Pinnaroo, Sherlock, Taplan,
Wanbi and Wynarka. Records indicate two people were buried near Borrika, but no
headstones or other evidence survives. Near Marama and Parilla the sites each contain
two burial plots. These sites, however, are on private land and could not be considered
community cemeteries.

2. 2. 7 Conservation Parks

Within the Murray Mallee region lie some large and important Conservation Parks. To
the south of Pinnaroo and Lameroo lies the Ngarkat group of parks, which includes
Ngarkat, Mount Rescue, Mount Shaugh and Scorpion Springs Conservation Parks.
Together they cover an area of 262,700 hectares. Further north is the Billiatt
Conservation Park covering more than 59,000 hectares. Originally gazetted as a Flora
and Fauna Reserve in 1940, it encompassed land considered as unsuitable for
agriculture. There are smaller parks at Karte (3,565 hectares), Peebinga (3,371
hectares), Carcuma (2,881 hectares) and Lowan (674 hectares).
Together these parks conserve a diverse range of native mallee vegetation as well as
provide a habitat for the many small mammals, reptiles, bird and insects which live
there. It is believed that European settlement has been responsible for the loss of some
20 species of native fauna in the region and these parks are essential to prevent further
losses.
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2.3 POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT

The Murray Mallee region currently incorporates the local government areas of the
whole of the Southern Mallee District Council, the whole of the District Council of
Karoonda-East Murray and parts of the District Council of Renmark Paringa, the
District Council of Loxton Waikerie, the Mid Murray Council, the Rural City of
Murray Bridge and the Coorong District Council. A number of these local government
bodies have only recently been created by amalgamation. Indeed, the history of local
government in the region is one of amalgamation, severance and realignment of
boundaries, too numerous and complex to fully detail here.36
In most cases local government came to the various Mallee districts shortly after

settlement. At the beginning ofMallee settlement, the formation ofDistrict Councils in
newly settled areas was voluntary. In 1914, however, the Governor was empowered to
create councils either on his own initiative or in response to petitions from residents. In
any event, the establishment of local government bodies in the Mallee, as elsewhere in
the State, was invariably preceded by petitions in support of the proposal as well as
opposing counter-petitions. The proponents invariably saw the construction of better
roads as the major benefit to be gained by the formation of a District Council. Road
construction grants from the State Government were available only to areas with
Councils. The opponents saw the imposition of rates as being too great a burden,
particularly when they were already struggling to survive. Petitions and counterpetitions also addressed the highly contentious issue of where the boundaries of any
Council should lie.
The District Council ofPinnaroo was constituted in 1908. In 1913 it was split into the
District Council of Pinnaroo, based on the area around Lameroo, and the District
Council of Pinnaroo East, based on the Hundreds of Pinnaroo and Lameroo. In 1919
the confusion caused by these names was rectified with the District Council of
Pinnaroo being renamed the District Council of Lameroo and the District Council of
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Pinnaroo East being renamed the District Council of Pinnaroo. Subject to some
boundary changes over the years, the recent amalgamation of these two councils to
form the Southern Mallee District Council has seen the local government area
substantially revert to the original 1908 position.
The District Council of Peake, now part of the Coorong District Council, was formed
in 1911. The District Council of Browns Well, now part of the District Council of
Waikerie Loxton, was formed in 1916. The District Council of Karoonda was
constituted in 1922, the District Council of East Murray the following year. In 1979
these two bodies amalgamated to form the District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray.
As with Pinnaroo and Lameroo, these areas are completely within the Murray Mallee

region the subject of this survey.
Other areas within the survey region were within local government areas based on the
Murray River regions of Paringa, Renmark, Loxton, Waikerie, Murray Bridge,
Mannum and Meningie. Most of these Councils were formed prior to Mallee
settlement.

2.4 ECONOMIC PRODUCTION

2. 4.1 Pastoralism
The story of pastoralism in the Murray Mallee is one of failure; of abandoned
properties, surrendered leases and leases cancelled for non payment of rent. The story
may be best illustrated by looking at the experience of one family, the Hensleys of
Pinnaroo Station. 37 Their fate was by no means unique. It was suffered by small
leaseholders as well as the large station owners; the rich and the poor. It was suffered
throughout the entire region; by those with little knowledge or skill in pastoralist
activities as well as those with considerable experience and success behind them.
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John Hensley arrived in South Australia in 1838. Some years later he acquired
Caimbank Station near Lucindale which he ran with great success. He subsequently
acquired more and more land until he controlled vast areas and owned several fine
houses in South Australia and Victoria. By 1878, Hensley and his sons, Richard,
William and John, controlled pastoral leases in the Pinnaroo area with a total area of
approximately 500 square miles. The property was known as Pinnaroo Station.
Pinnaroo Station was isolated. It took eight days for a bullock wagon to reach the
station from either Tailem Bend or Bordertown. Twice a year supplies were brought in
from Portland or Robe; a six week journey. Once a fortnight the mailman rode from
Wellington or Cooke Plains, providing an important link with the outside world.
The Hensleys set about developing their property, evidencing an intention of remaining
there for the long term. They constructed a large homestead of thirteen rooms, as well
as a number of outbuildings. They erected many miles of good fencing . They sank a
number of wells. A great deal of money was spent in establishing the property. Wells in
particular were expensive to construct. They needed to be dug by hand, often over 200
feet deep . They then had to be timbered to prevent them caving in. Finally they needed
to be equipped with windlasses, whims, tanks and troughs.
After all this work was done and money spent, the real difficulty had to be faced. How
to make money from the venture? The heavy mallee growth on most of the land limited
grass growth. In the 1880s rabbit numbers increased rapidly and these destructive
animals ate much of the limited grass. Dingoes were both prevalent and savage. Large
numbers of sheep were killed or maimed while others were driven to die in isolated and
waterless parts ofthe station. In 1885 Hensley recorded that seven years of pastoralism
at Pinnaroo had cost the family £20,000.
Despite the massive losses, the Hensleys persisted with the venture. They attempted to
run cattle hoping that they would not fall victim to the dingoes. The remaining sheep
were placed in an enclosed area near the station homestead each night. Unfortunately
the sheep did not do well in confinement and the cattle proved no less vulnerable to
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dingo attack. The Hensleys were faced with the simple truth - the Murray Mallee was
no place for pastoralists.
In 1888 the Hensleys decided to quit Pinnaroo Station. By the following year they had
removed all the stock they could muster. The homestead, including valuable household
furnishings, as well as the other costly improvements they had made to the property
were simply abandoned. Their leases were later cancelled or simply expired.

2.4.2 Early Fanning
While the Murray Mallee encompasses a large area with varying soil quality, the tasks
facing the early farming settlers were remarkably consistent throughout the region.
After providing themselves with some basic shelter they set to clearing the land. Indeed
it was a condition of most agreements for the purchase of the land that a proportion of
the land, typically one eighth, be cleared and made available for cultivation within two
years. Further land had to be cleared in subsequent years; typically one eighth each
year until three quarters of the land was clear and cultivatable. A small proportion of
land had to be left timbered.
As we have already seen there is great variation in the soil across the large Mallee

region. The vegetation to be cleared, however, was highly consistent, varying only in
height and density. There were few large trees and little open grass land. Most of the
land was covered with scrub, predominantly mallee scrub. The few large trees were
first cut by axe and then the scrub was rolled. Farmers typically used a large log, often
having to be brought into the region, or occasionally a large disused metal boiler,
dragged behind horses to break down the scrub. After rolling, the scrub was left to dry
before being burnt. Even after burning, the farmers were still left with the stumps and
roots underground.
The first wheat crop was sown on the new ground the winter following the bum, with
very little working of the soil. The new ground was generally cropped for three
successive years. Between crops the stubble was burnt to kill off the mallee regrowth.
After three years some of the mallee roots were loose enough for the farmer to pick
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them up and cart them away. It often took up to ten years for all the roots to loosen
sufficiently to be removed. The stubborn mallee roots created enormous difficulties for
the farmers. Fortunately they also provided a benefit. Their sale as firewood was a
valuable source of desperately needed income for farmers in the early years. It also
provided a thriving business for firewood merchants at many railway sidings.
Fallowing was not necessary for the first three years. The natural fertility of the new
soil, aided by the addition of superphosphate, ensured good yields (rainfall permitting).
After this, however, yields fell unless the land was fallowed . Harvesters were not
generally used in the Mallee in the early years. The rough surface with its mallee roots
meant that the mechanically simpler stripper and winnower were more suitable. After
winnowing, the grain was bagged and carted to the nearest railway siding.
For the first two decades farmers concentrated on growing wheat and oats. Wheat was
harvested for sale while the oats were cut for hay to feed the horses on which the
farmers relied. Sheep were not run. It was more profitable to crop whatever cleared
land was available rather than use it for grazing. Available stubble and grass was
needed by the horses, and farmers had little money for fencing. In addition, sheep yards
were not available at the railway sidings.
The region suffered a severe drought in 1914. For many farmers this was their first
cropping season and it spelt early ruin. Others, particularly those who were already
established, survived, albeit with great difficulty. Good years followed and, after a
difficult 1919, most of the 1920s were years of prosperity. Many farmers took
advantage of the attendant high land values and sold out. Then came three years of
severe drought (1927, 1928 and 1929) followed immediately by the Depression.
Low wheat prices and small crops put many farmers into debt. Farmers were in crisis.
If they abandoned their farms in great numbers the consequences for the State could
have been dire. Recognizing the extent of the problem the government established a
Farmers' Assistance Board in 1935 under the Primary Producers' Debts Act. It
provided for a scheme of arrangement where a farmer's creditors would accept a
proportion of the money owed to them. That money would be paid from a government
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grant or loan to the farmer. The farmer could thus continue to farm. Many farmers
resorted to using the scheme. Some continued farming successfully and survived.
Others could still not survive and later abandoned their properties. Many properties fell
into the hands of mortgagee banks, particularly the State Bank of South Australia.

2.4.3 Farm Amalgamation and Mixed Farming
Much ofthe Mallee proved to be unreliable wheat growing country. Particularly in the
north, even slightly lower than average rainfall put an end to hopes of a good harvest;
droughts were devastating. Farmers increasingly turned to sheep, which provided a
more reliable source of income less dependent on the vagaries of the rainfall. To run
sheep successfully, however, larger holdings were required. The only way to do this
was to purchase an adjoining property should it become available.
By the late 1930s governments, both State and Commonwealth, were acutely aware of
the problems faced by farmers trying to grow wheat on marginal land. The high cost of
drought relief schemes prompted action. In 193 8 an agreement was reached whereby
the State Governments would fix the price of wheat to ensure a reasonable return to
farmers and the Commonwealth Government would impose a tax on flour, the
proceeds of which would be used to rationalize wheat farming in marginal areas. The
South Australian Marginal Lands Committee reported in 1939. They concluded that in
farming marginal lands livestock operations, particularly sheep, should be of equal
importance to cropping wheat. They realized that current landholdings were not large
enough to enable sheep to be carried and that farm amalgamations would need to take
place. Legislation was needed to facilitate these amalgamations and Commonwealth
money was essential for them to occur on the necessary scale.
The Marginal Lands Act 1940 enabled the State Government to acquire marginal land
and allot it to a nearby farmer on specific terms and conditions. Marginal land was
defined as any 'land which has been used principally for wheat growing, but which in
the Commissioner's opinion, because of inadequate rainfall with or without other
causes, is unsuitable for wheat growing as the principal operation carried on thereon'.
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While no regions of the State are specifically referred to in the Act, the northern half of
the Murray Mallee region was considered marginal by the 1939 Committee.
The Land Board did not acquire land compulsorily but purchased it from farmers
willing to sell. Full market value as a wheat property was paid. Other land was
acquired when the State Bank of South Australia handed back many of the properties
it held as mortgagee-in-possession. The acquired land was then allotted to a
neighbouring farmer on a Marginal Lands Perpetual Lease. The rent was low but there
were stringent conditions imposed which were deemed necessary to ensure that the
objects of the scheme were met. Specified areas of scrub had to be reserved to
minimize soil erosion; the lessee could not sell the land on marginal lands lease
separately from the rest of the amalgamated property; and only a specified maximum
area of the amalgamated property could be sown with wheat at any one time.
The number of individual land holdings in the Mallee decreased significantly. Farm
properties became bigger and the population declined. These trends continued, even in
areas which were still predominantly cropping areas, as new farming techniques and
machinery reduced the need for labour and required economies of scale.

2.4.4 Post Second World War Farming
By the end of the Second World War the Murray Mallee region was down but not out.
Drought, depression and war had all left their indelible mark. The economy of the
entire State, however, was about to boom and the Mallee's with it. Importantly, the
specific problems of the Mallee had been recognized and solutions were being adopted.
As we have seen, the problem of wheat farming on small properties in marginal

country had been addressed. The region's other significant problem was soil erosion
and drift. Following the 1927-29 drought the Mallee's sandy soils began to drift badly
and it soon became apparent that a farming system based on fallowing was simply not
appropriate. During the 1930s, however, farmers were preoccupied with simply
surviving and nothing was done to tackle the problem. A 1939 Parliamentary
Committee addressed the problem and urged immediate attention. The resultant Soil
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Conservation Act 1939 established an Advisory Committee, while amendments in 1945
provided for the establishment of local Soil Conservation Boards. The Murray Mallee
Soil Conservation District was the first to be instituted in 1947. 38
The problem of soil loss in the region was now being seriously addressed. The Soil
Conservation Board recommended the end of fallowing, adequate watering points for
stock to avoid baring of the ground, a regular cropping and fertilizing program, the
control of rabbits and the sowing of cereal rye on all sand dunes and fresh drifts. Later,
steps were taken to bulldoze sandhills and steep grades into manageable grades which
could then be sown and stabilized. Once the problem of soil erosion was dealt with, the
Board turned to the problem of soil conservation. The use of greater quantities of
superphosphate was recommended, as was the introduction of nitrogen by fertilizer or
the use of medics. As well as fixing nitrogen in the soil the growing of medics had the
added benefit of providing good pasture.
The introduction of barley in the southern Mallee was a major post war development.
Requiring a slightly higher rainfall, not available in the north, barley yielded well and
the stubble was preferred by sheep. As tractors replaced horses and hay was no longer
required, little acreage was put to oats. Sheep numbers increased dramatically in the
late 1940s and the 1950s. In the southern Mallee, where good quality underground
water is plentifully available, various irrigation schemes have also been developed and
new crops such as potatoes, carrots and onions grown.
Despite drought years and the fact that much of the Mallee can still only be considered
marginal land, the post war years have seen improvements in the farmer's lot. The size
of properties has been rationalized, soil erosion lessened if not stopped and soil fertility
improved. New farming practices, including the introduction of sheep and new crops,
have increased the viability of farms. Improved machinery has lessened the burden.
Improved roads, trucks and bulk handling have made it easier for farmers to deal with
their grain and stock. One marked effect of all these changes, however, has been the
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continued decline in the farming population with its consequent effect on the towns
and community centres.

2.4.5 Science and Technology
The Vietch Experimental Farm was located about 12! miles south of Loxton. The land
was set aside for agricultural experimentation in 1905 and at that time was completely
covered with mallee scrub. In 1910 clearing began and buildings were erected. A
manager was appointed and operations began in earnest. Eventually some 2,500 acres
were cleared and cultivated. Various crops and varieties were planted while numerous
cultivation methods, with varying fertilizer additions and crop rotations, were tested.
The farm closed in 1930.39
The Wanbi Research Centre was first staffed in 1953, although part of the land had
been set aside as a soil conservation reserve in 1945. The centre played an important
role in developing strategies to firstly prevent soil erosion and secondly improve
productivity. Research was also conducted on various crop varieties as well as trials
comparing sheep and cattle in the cropping and grazing rotation.40
In 1907 some 470 hectares just north of Parilla was proclaimed as the Parilla Forest

Reserve. It was to serve as a reserve for experimental plantings. Unfortunately, most
plantings were unsuccessful and planting ceased in 1924. The lands were leased in
1927.41
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2.5 SERVICES

2. 5.1 Trade and Commerce
The first traders operating in the Murray Mallee region were itinerant storekeepers and
hawkers. They came from outside the region with horsedrawn vans stocked with
groceries and other necessities. As the railways were being built the workers obtained
supplies from general stores conducted in tents. These stores moved with the workers.
As settlers moved into the region, more permanent stores were established at most
railway sidings and towns. There are numerous examples, such as Wynarka, Mindarie
and Mantung, of stores being erected prior to the town being surveyed. These stores
were often only tents or simple iron buildings erected in the railway yards.
When towns were surveyed and allotments made available for sale, the first lot
purchased and the first building erected was almost invariably a general store. In terms
of construction, commerce preceded education, public worship and public meetings. In
some cases such as Halidon, the store was used for church services and public
42
meetings until a hall was built. As we will see later, the general store more often than

not incorporated the post office.
The development of other places of trade and commerce in a town depended on the
size of the local community, their needs, their degree of wealth and the availability of,
as well as ease of transport to, services elsewhere. In many towns, the general store
was the only place of commerce and trade ever erected. In others it was followed by
perhaps another store and a blacksmith. If a town developed further there may be need
for a saddler, a carpenter, a butcher and perhaps a part-time bank agency. Few towns
could boast a hotel and even then it was not always profitable; Parrakie Hotel, a
substantial building, only operated between 1908 and 1914. 43
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Grain buyers, usually associated with the general store, and timber merchants operated
from many railway yards. Saw benches were erected at a number of sidings to support
the firewood industry.
The towns ofLameroo, Pinnaroo and Karoonda were different from the start. Destined
to be the major towns in the area they soon had numerous commercial activities not
found in the smaller towns. Naturally there were general stores, blacksmiths, saddlers,
butchers, banks and hotels. But there were also other more specialized businesses
including cafes, fruiterers, bakers and specialist stores for men's clothing, women's
clothing and furniture. The services of accountants, lawyers, doctors, auctioneers, land
agents and printers were available. Flour mills were erected and newspapers published.
They also had a number of successful boarding houses.
As the farming population decreased, as cars and roads became better, more and more
of the region's commercial activities were concentrated in the three large towns. Few
of the other towns can now support a general store, let alone any other business.

2.5.2 Water Supply
The Murray Mallee region is devoid of rivers and creeks. Dams were unsuitable, the
sandy soil and underlying limestone not holding water. To provide drinking water for
their sheep, the early pastoralists had to tap the underground water supply. This they
did by digging wells. Digging up to 200 feet deep by hand was an arduous, time
consuming and expensive job. Once dug and lined to prevent collapse, it was necessary
to provide some means of raising the water. Most used a windlass and bucket, but,
although cheap, this was slow and labour intensive. Horse driven whims were also
used, as were steam driven pumps, but these required expensive head works. Late in
the nineteenth century, windmills became widely available.44
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Once the water was raised stone tanks were required to store it and long troughs
required to allow the stock to drink. While there are some remnants of these structures
remaining at places like Nildottie Well in the north and Tauragat Well in the south,
most of the pastoralist's wells have been filled in and the attendant structures have
disappeared.
As the government opened up the Mallee for settlement, and as they built the railways,

they put down a number of bores. They were to provide the water necessary for both
the surveyors and the railway. As settlers moved into the area they initially used the
existing wells and government bores. The ready availability of underground water at a
depth of 200 feet or less, together with the relatively low cost of boring technology,
however, soon saw them sinking their own bores on their own farms. By 1911 there
were some 98 bores in the Hundred of Pinnaroo alone.45 There was still some demand
for water from government bores near railway sidings, particularly for horses carting
grain, but little demand elsewhere. In 1928 the government began to look seriously at
the necessity of maintaining these bores and the few remaining wells.
The District Water Supply Act 1930 proposed that District Councils take over those
bores and wells which they considered necessary for public purposes. The Councils
would pay nothing for them and could impose a usage fee on water taken to offset the
maintenance costs. Those bores and wells not taken by the Councils would be
abandoned and the land sold as ordinary land. The Councils responded that many of
the bores and wells were in need of expensive repair and that, hit hard by the
Depression, they could not afford to take over the cost of maintaining them.
Agreement was finally reached when the government agreed to put those supplies
which Councils proposed to take over in good repair before handing them over. In
essence the Councils took over the town and siding bores. Some of the other water
supplies were leased to farmers while the remainder were abandoned, the appliances
removed and the land sold.
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There have been a number of water supply schemes in the Mallee extending beyond a
single town or community centre. Most, although not all, were to distribute water from
the River Murray. In 1913 a government scheme commenced at Loxton to pipe water
south into the Mallee.46 The first town to be connected was Noora, a small town built
in a salt basin three feet below sea level. The following year a booster tower was built
at the highest point between the Noora and Nangari road and the towns of Nangari,
Bugle Hut and Taldra were all connected to Murray water. Another tower was built on
the Taplan road and by 1915 Taplan and Taldra were also connected to the scheme.
There were other schemes to bring Murray water south into the Mallee. A pipeline
from Woolpunda on the Murray reached Mantung in 1924.47
In the south a small water scheme for some eight to ten farmers, known as the
Elwomple Water Scheme, was built near Moorlands in 1917. It was operated by a
group of settlers collectively known as the Moorlands Water Trust. Water from a well
on a nearby water lease was pumped to a tower, three miles west of Moorlands, from
where it gravitated through cast iron pipes to the farms. The tower has since been
destroyed. The original well had difficulty coping with the increasing demand and in
the early 1940s the second Elwomple Scheme was built by the Engineering and Water
Supply Department. Water was pumped from a soak closer to Cooke Plains and
distributed from two new towers. This scheme was later abandoned as water from the
River Murray came to the area.48
In 1970-72 the Engineering and Water Supply Department constructed a branch off
the Tailem Bend to Keith water pipe into the Mallee region. It supplied water to the
Moorlands area and extended north to Wynarka. In 1977 it was further extended to
Karoonda. 49
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Within the major towns there have been schemes to bring reticulated water to the
residents and businesses. Pinnaroo had the first such scheme, with an elevated concrete
tank being built in 1927. Water was pumped from a 600 feet deep bore and then
gravity fed through the town mains. As the town grew so more bores and mains were
. d.50
reqmre
Water reticulation was first mooted in Lameroo in 1915. Approval, however, was not
granted until 1948. The bore was sunk in 1950 and the mains laid the following year.
The scheme was operational at the end of 1952. New cylindrical tanks were installed in
51

1954, a second bore sunk in 1957 and a third in 1963 . Ironically, in an area where the
primary concern has always been finding sufficient water, Lameroo has also suffered at
times from too much water. Surveyed on low lying ground the disposal of winter water
has required the construction of underground drains as well as a drainage dam and
stormwater storage pond.
In Karoonda reticulated water was first proposed in 1914 but it was not until 1950 that
approval was given for a scheme based on the sinking of a bore and the erection of an
elevated storage tank. The bore was sunk in 1953, the tank erected in 1955 and the
scheme was finally operational in 1956. In 1977 it was fed with water pumped from the
River Murray. 52
There have also been limited reticulated water schemes in some of the smaller towns
such as Geranium and Parilla.

2.5.3 Communication -Post and Telephone
During the pastoral era, postal services to and from the Mallee pioneers were certainly
restricted, but they did exist and were, in the main regular. The Hensleys at Pinnaroo
Station, for example, received a fortnightly service, the mailman riding from
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Wellington or Cooke Plains.53 When closer settlement came to the Mallee the situation
improved. As we have seen, the railways were instrumental in opening up the Mallee.
They also provided the means of transporting mail to the numerous towns and sidings
along the route, both quickly and regularly. In those areas where settlers arrived before
the railway, such as the communities around Notts Well, New Well and Shepherds
Well, mail continued to be delivered by horse, although the service was now weekly.54
A regular mail service was instituted from Tailem Bend to Lameroo and Pinnaroo in
1905, prior to the completion ofthe Pinnaroo line. The mail travelled by train as far as
the railhead, and then on by horse. 55
Post offices, official and, more usually, unofficial, were established at almost all towns
and railway sidings in the Mallee. Sometimes the initial service was provided by a local
settler acting in a completely voluntary capacity. At Wilkawatt, for example, a local
settler collected the mail bag from the siding and sorted it in his nearby house. Here
other settlers from the surrounding region, collected their mail and left outgoing mail
for him to put on the next train. This arrangement was later put on a more formal level
with the establishment of an unofficial post office, and payment to the settler for his
services. 56
Almost without exception, as soon as a local store was established in a town or
community centre, the post office was conducted from there. The local storekeeper
was invariably the postmaster. Only in the larger towns was a dedicated post office
building ever constructed while in the smaller towns and community centres the postal
service continued to be operated from the local store and occasionally a private house.
The first telephone line in the region was built in conjunction with the Pinnaroo railway
and was essentially for railway purposes. Some public use was allowed but the
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stationmaster had to operate the phone. In 1913 a service linking Pinnaroo, Lameroo,
Tailem Bend and Murray Bridge was opened with manual exchanges at both Pinnaroo
and Lameroo. A direct trunk-line service to Adelaide opened three years later.57
As the other railway lines were constructed, telephone lines were erected along the

route. A limited number of public telephones were connected to provide the first basic
service in these newly opened areas. For example, in 1916, ten telephones were
installed between Tailem Bend and Paringa.58 That same year a telephone circuit was
established between Karoonda and Waikerie. 59
Gradually, more telephone services were provided, invariably at the local post office.
The next development was to connect a manual exchange to each of these services,
thus allowing settlers to have a telephone in their own home. This occurred throughout
much of the Mallee during the 1920s. These new services did not, however, reach
everyone. Galga, for example, had a telephone service connected to the local store in
1922, but it was not until 1961 that a manual exchange was installed. 60 Settlers in the
southern part of the Hundred of Peebinga continued to travel 8 to 12 miles to a public
phone until 1963. Only then, after they had cleared the ground and erected ten miles of
government line as well as purchased and erected 18 miles of private line, were they
connected to a manual exchange. 61
Automatic telephone exchanges began to replace the manual exchanges in the 1950s.
By the end of the 1980s the process was complete. The closure of the manual
exchanges was just another element in the trend we have already seen whereby the
small towns and community centres declined as services were concentrated in the few
dominant towns. In most small towns the post office closed as soon as the manual
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telephone exchange closed. Often, the store in which the post office had once been
located, had closed some years earlier, the post office operations having either
continued in the same building or been transferred to a private house.

2. 5. 4 Electricity

During the 1920s and early 1930s a number of town electricity schemes were
introduced. Supply was often provided by a generator run by the proprietor of the local
motor garage. At this stage demand was too small to warrant the establishment of a
separate business.
The first town supply in Lameroo was made available in 192462 . The direct current
generating plant was housed in a motor garage. A few street lights were erected. In
Pinnaroo electricity was first supplied from the local flour mill. When it was destroyed
by fire in 1930 power was generated by a local company. Unlike other towns in the
Mallee this supply was alternating current. 63 Karoonda's first supply, 240 volt direct
current, was generated by the local motor garage proprietor in the 1930s. 64 The
District Council purchased the plant in 1953 .65 Other towns such as Wynarka66 ,
Mercunda67 and Parilla68 had 32 volt direct current schemes.
By the 1950s there was considerable dissatisfaction with the existing electricity
schemes. They were not providing power 24 hours a day. The power supplied was
usually direct and not alternating current, thus limiting its use and the appliances it
could operate. The Electricity Trust of South Australia was approached on a number
of occasions to provide a 240 volt alternating current supply to the area. In 1956 a
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joint approach was made by the District Councils of Lameroo, Pinnaroo and
Karoonda. Agreement was reached in 1958 to bring a supply along a route near the
Pinnaroo railway line to Lameroo and Pinnaroo with a branch from Sherlock to
Karoonda. Karoonda69 was connected in 1959, Lameroo70 in 1960 and Pinnaroo71 in
1961 . Other areas and towns including Paruna, Wynarka, Galga, Gurrai and Geranium
were subsequently supplied with Electricity Trust power in the 1960s.

2. 5. 5 Transport

Early roads in the Murray Mallee region were extremely poor. None were more than
simple dirt tracks made by the settlers' own horses and drays. Those running northsouth invariably crossed sandhills. The carting of goods to the farm and grain to
market was slow and difficult. Time spent by farmers in transporting produce and
supplies was time they could not spend clearing land or farming. The cost of employing
someone else was out of the question. The cost, in either time or money, of getting
grain to market meant that growing it was generally not worth while.
The building of the railways changed all that. Between 1906 and 1925 a comprehensive
railway network was established throughout the Murray Mallee. An efficient means of
transport was now available. People could move to, from and throughout the Mallee
with relative ease. Goods from Adelaide and elsewhere could be supplied much more
readily and cheaply to the settlers. Most importantly, the farmers could transport their
grain to market in a manner which made farming economically viable.
The Pinnaroo line was initially built as a light railway, unballasted and with light weight
rails. It was the cheapest such line ever constructed in South Australia. The Browns
Well line was similarly unballasted and, for the first time in South Australia, steel
sleepers were used.72 These light railways soon proved to be unsuitable. To run on
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them trains had to be small and travel slowly. By 1924 the line from Tailem Bend to
Paringa was completely relaid with heavier rail73 and the Pinnaroo line was relaid the
following year. 74 Faster trains could now carry greater loads.
Meanwhile, the formation of District Councils was instrumental in the purchase of road
making equipment and attempts to upgrade the road network. Despite these attempts,
the distances involved, the lack of funds, the continual sand drifts and the lack of stone
in the south meant that roads generally remained in poor condition. While motor
vehicles were becoming more common, road haulage of freight was not. It was not just
a matter of the condition of the roads. In a deliberate attempt to preserve the
monopoly enjoyed by the railways, the government, in 1930, imposed restrictions on
freight transport by road outside the metropolitan area.
After the Second World War, a number of changes resulted in the decline of the
railways. Roads improved dramatically. More and more roads were sealed; the main
road from Tailem Bend to Pinnaroo was completely bituminised by 1956. Unsealed
roads were better maintained. Motor vehicles became cheaper, faster and more reliable
while the regulations restricting commercial road transport of freight were relaxed.
Road transport became economical, expeditious and more convenient.
Just as road transport was improving, a significant change in rail transport occurred
which had a dramatic effect on many of the small towns established at the railway
sidings. In the 1960s the bulk handling of grain was introduced. Silos were built at a
limited number of sidings. Most of the other sidings were closed and all their buildings
and structures removed.
The contest between road and rail as the preferred method of transport was being won
hands down by the road network. For personal transport, the train simply could not
compete with the convenience of the private car, fast and reliable, coupled with roads
of a relatively good standard. For freight, much the same arguments applied in some, if
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not all areas. Rail services became less frequent. Passenger services ceased. Some
freight services ceased. Tracks were removed. Where rail services continued they were
generally restricted to the bulk handling of grain at harvest time. The railways, once
central to the development of the region, were now on the periphery.

2. 5. 6 Law and Order

Prior to the construction of the Pinnaroo railway line, there were no law enforcement
officers stationed in the Murray Mallee. As the line was being laid a police constable
was appointed to accompany the construction gang. On special duty from headquarters
his role was to maintain order in the camps. During the latter period of construction he
was based at Lameroo, where he remained until 1907 collecting agricultural statistics.
He then returned to headquarters and the constable at Tailem Bend assumed
responsibility for the area as far east as Pinnaroo.
In 1908, in response to petitions from settlers, a Mounted Constable was stationed at

Lameroo. A rented house served as the station while a portable cell was erected
behind. That same year a Court of Full and Limited Jurisdiction was proclaimed,
meeting in a local hall. In 1909 a police station and courthouse were erected.75 With
the Mallee population increasing a Mounted Constable was stationed in Pinnaroo in
1909. The Pinnaroo police station was built in 1911 .76
In 1914, the first police officer took up duties at Karoonda. The station and cell were
located in rented premises until a married officer built his own house. They then
occupied part of his home until a station was finally erected in 193 8. 77 A Mounted
Constable was stationed at Alawoona in 1924. He lived in rented premises and the
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temporary cell was extremely primitive. Large stone cells and fencing were constructed
in 1928 but it took until 193 5 for the station and residence to be built. 78
Other police, stationed outside the region at places such as Tailem Bend and Loxton,
also had responsibility for areas within the Mallee. In addition to the Mounted
Constables, who were few and far between, District Councils had authority to appoint
special constables from among local residents. They too had power to arrest
lawbreakers and were used to supplement the police force where necessary. At
Parrakie, for example, residents complained of objectionable behaviour exhibited by
patrons of the hotel. Two special constables were appointed and to assist them in
holding their prisoners, the portable cell from Lameroo was transferred to Parrakie in
1909.79
Each police officer had jurisdiction over a large area. Their tasks were not limited to
enforcing the criminal law. Essentially, they were also local agents for all government
departments and agencies which did not have an office in the towns. They had to
conduct inspections and collect statistical data. In doing all these tasks they were
initially limited to travelling by horse or train. Not until the 1930s did they use motor
vehicles, their own, and not until the 1970s were motor vehicles allocated to the
stations.
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3. INVENTORY AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The main purpose of this survey was to evaluate the heritage resources of the Murray
Mallee region for the purposes of conservation, planning and assessment.
Recommendations were then to be made for places to be entered in the State Heritage
Register or as State Heritage Areas or Local Heritage Areas. Places which were
considered to be of local heritage value were also to be identified.
The first stage was to establish a thematic overview history of the area based on
primary and secondary sources as well as information provided by persons with a
knowledge of the area. Field surveys were then carried out to identify, describe and
locate significant places.
In summary the following recommendations are made.

3.1 STATE HERITAGE AREAS
No area within the survey boundaries was considered worthy ofbeing recommended as
a State Heritage Area.

3.2 STATE HERITAGE PLACES

3.2.1 Southern Mallee District Council
The following places are recommended for entry in the State Heritage Register:
•

Irish Martyrs Catholic Church, Lameroo

•

Former Bank Manager's Residence, Lameroo

It is recommended that the following place currently entered in the State Heritage

Register should not be entered in the Register:
•

Tree planted to commemorate the Japanese surrender of the Second World War,
'Neptune', via Parilla
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3.2.2 District Council of Karoonda-East Mu"ay
The following place is currently entered in the State Heritage Register
•

Nildottie Well (Ruin), Bakara

The following place is recommended for entry in the State Heritage Register
•

Elizabeth Well (Ruin), near Mercunda

3.2.3 District Council of Renmark Paringa
No places within this part of the survey area are recommended for entry in the State
Heritage Register

3.2.4 District Council of Loxton Waikerie
The following place is currently entered in the State Heritage Register
•

Eastern Well Staging Post (Ruin), via Mantung

No further places within this part of the survey area are recommended for entry in the
State Heritage Register

3.2. 5 Mid Mu"ay Council
No places within this part of the survey area are recommended for entry in the State
Heritage Register

3.2.6 Rural City ofMu"ay Bridge
No places within this part of the survey area are recommended for entry in the State
Heritage Register
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3. 2. 7 Coorong District Council
The following places are currently entered in the State Heritage Register
•

Hawk's Nest Well, via Cooke Plains

•

Perkindoo Well, via Cooke Plains

No further places within this part of the survey area are recommended for entry in the
State Heritage Register

3.3 LOCAL HERITAGE AREAS

No Local Heritage Areas are recommended

3.4 PLACES OF LOCAL HERITAGE VALUE

3.4.1 Southern Mallee District Council
The following places are considered to be of local heritage value
Place Name

Place No

•

Church of Our Lady of Good Counsel Catholic Church,
Pinnaroo

SMOl

•

All Saints Anglican Church, Pinnaroo

SM02

•

Former Lutheran Church, Pinnaroo

SM03

•

Uniting Church, Pinnaroo

SM04

•

Main School Building, Pinnaroo

SMOS

•

Former Masonic Lodge, Pinnaroo

SM06

•

Cemetery, Pinnaroo

SM07

•

Former Railway Station, Pinnaroo

SM08

•

Golden Grain Hotel, Pinnaroo

SM09

•

Cottage, Pinnaroo

SMlO

•

Parr's Shop Building, Pinnaroo

SMll
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•

Institute, Pinnaroo

SM12

•

Pinnaroo Hotel, Pinnaroo

SM13

•

Former Gaol, Pinnaroo

SM14

•

StJohn the Baptist Anglican Church, Lameroo

SM16

•

Cemetery, Lameroo

SM17

•

Masonic Lodge, Lameroo

SM18

•

Former Shop/Tea Rooms, Lameroo

SM19

•

Former Railway Station, Lameroo

SM21

•

Former Schoolhouse, Parilla

SM22

•

Former Shop/Residence, Parilla

SM23

•

Cemetery, Parrakie

SM24

•

Former Hotel, Parrakie

SM25

•

Institute, Geranium

SM26

3.4.2 District Council of Karoonda-East Mu"ay
The following places are considered to be oflocal heritage value
Place Name

Place No

•

Community Hall, Wynarka

KAROl

•

Masonic Lodge, Karoonda

KAR02

•

Post Office, Karoonda

KAR03

•

St Finian's Catholic Church, Karoonda

KAR04

•

Uniting Church, Karoonda

KAROS

•

All Hallows Anglican Church, Karoonda

KAR06

•

Area School, Karoonda

KAR07

•

StJohn's Lutheran Church, Karoonda

KAR08

•

Former Institute, Borrika

KAR09

•

Community Hall, Sandalwood

KARlO

•

Former Shop/Residence, Sandalwood

KARll

•

Former East Murray Council Chambers, Halidon

KAR12

•

Water Tank, Mindarie

KAR13
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•

Former Schoolhouse, Mindarie

KAR14

•

Simpson's Hotel, Wanbi

KARlS

•

Community Hall, Wanbi

KAR16

•

Former Schoolhouse, Wanbi

KAR17

•

Community Hall, Mantung

KAR18

•

Former Community Hall, Mercunda

KAR20

•

Lutheran Church, via Bakara

KAR22

•

Lutheran Cemetery, via Bakara

KAR23

•

Cemetery, Galga

KAR24

•

Turner Well, via Kalyan

KAR25

•

Former Community Hall, Kalyan

KAR26

•

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Perponda

KAR27

•

Railway Station, Karoonda

KAR28

3.4.3 District Council of Renmark Paringa
The following places are considered to be oflocal heritage value
Place Name

Place No

•

RENO I

Former Schoolhouse, Pinefield

3.4.4 District Council of Loxton Waikerie
The following places are considered to be of local heritage value
Place Name

Place No

•

New Well, New Well

LWOl

•

Notts Well (Ruin), Notts Well

LW02

•

Kreuz Kirche, N otts Well

LW03

•

Outbuildings, N otts Well Farm

LW04

•

Community Hall/Former Schoolhouse, Maggea

LWOS
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•

StJohn's Lutheran Church, Myrla

LW06

•

Former Community Hall, Caliph

LW09

•

Former Schoolhouse, Pata

LWIO

•

Former Lutheran Church, Nangari

LWll

•

Water Tower, via Loxton

LW12

•

Institute, Taldra

LW13

•

St Martin's Lutheran Church, Bugle Hut

LW14

•

Former Schoolhouse/Institute, Bugle Hut

LW15

•

StJohn's Lutheran Church, Taplan

LW16

•

Institute, Taplan

LW17

•

Former Schoolhouse, Meribah

LW18

•

Community Hall, Meribah

LW19

•

Lutheran Church, Meribah

LW20

•

Lutheran Sunday School, Meribah

LW21

•

Former Brown's Well Council Chambers, Paruna

LW22

•

St Ailbe's Catholic Church, Paruna

LW23

•

Cemetery, Paruna

LW24

•

Former Shop, Paruna

LW25

•

Anglican Church, Paruna

LW26

•

Former School, Malpas

LW27

•

Community Hall( s), Alawoona

LW28

•

Former Shop/Residence, Alawoona

LW29

•

Former Schoolhouse, Alawoona

LW30

•

Former Police Station and Cell, Alawoona

LW31

•

Former Lutheran Church, Alawoona

LW32

•

Former Methodist Church and Manse, Alawoona

LW33

•

Cemetery, Alawoona

LW34

MURRAYMALLEEHERITAGE SURVEY (1998)

A. & P. KLOEDEN

BRUCE HARRY & AsSOCIATES

Chapter 3 : Inventory and Recommendations

65

3. 4. 5 Mid Mu"ay Council
The following places are considered to be of local heritage value

Place Name

Place No

•

Community Hall, Chucka Bend

MMOl

•

Cemetery, Bow Hill

MM02

•

Former Methodist Church, Claypans

MM03

•

Former School/Institute (Ruin), New Era

MM04

•

Former Schoolhouse, Oxford Landing

MMOS

3. 4. 6 Rural City ofMu"ay Bridge
No places in this part of the survey area were considered to be oflocal heritage value.

3. 4. 7 Coorong District Council
The following places are considered to be of local heritage value

Place Name

Place No

•

Former Schoolhouse, Cooke Plains

COOOl

•

Soldiers Memorial Hall, Cooke Plains

C0002

•

Former 'Moorlands' Shearing Shed, Moorlands

C0003

•

Former 'Moorlands' Settlers Cottage, Moorlands

C0004

•

Community Hall, Moorlands

cooos

•

Polly's Well, Peake

C0006

•

Baptist Church and Manse, Peake

C0007

•

Former Schoolhouse, Peake

C0008

•

Former Community Hall, Roby

C0009

•

Community HalVChurch, Netherton

COOlO

•

Tauragat Well, via Coonalpyn

C0012

•

Community Hall, Sherlock

C0013
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•

Baptist Church, Sherlock

C0014

•

Cemetery, Sherlock

COOlS

•

Former Schoolhouse, Jabuk

C0016

•

Baptist Church, Jabuk

C0017

•

Institute, Jabuk

COOlS
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4. PLACES CURRENTLY
REGISTER

ENTERED

IN

THE

STATE

HERITAGE

Any place (land, building or structure) may be entered in the State Heritage Register
provided it satisfies one or more of the criteria set out in Section 16 of the Heritage
Act 1993. These criteria are that:
a) it demonstrates important aspects ofthe evolution or pattern of the State's history;
or
b) it has rare, uncommon or endangered qualities that are of cultural significance; or
c) it may yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the State's
history, including its natural history; or
d) it is an outstanding representative of particular class of places of cultural
significance; or
e) it demonstrates a high degree of creative, aesthetic or technical accomplishment or
is an outstanding representative of particular construction techniques or design
characteristics; or
f) it has strong cultural or spiritual associations for the community or a group within
it; or
g) it has a special association with the life or work of a person or organization or an
event of historical importance.

MURRAY MALLEE HERITAGE SURVEY (1998)

A & P. KLOEDEN

BRUCE HARRY & AsSOCIATES

68

MURRAY MALLEE HERITAGE SURVEY (1998)

A. & P. KLOEDEN

BRUCE HARRY & AsSOCIATES

69

4.1 SOUTHERN MALLEE DISTRICT COUNCIL

The following place currently entered in the State Heritage Register does not appear to
meet the criteria under the Heritage Act 1993 and, as no information regarding its
heritage value has been found to support its entry in the State Heritage Register, it is
recommended that it be removed from the Register.
•

Tree planted to commemorate the Japanese surrender of the Second World War,
'Neptune', via Parilla
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4.2 DISTRICT COUNCIL OF KAR.OONDA-EAST MURRAY
The following place within the District Council of Karoonda-East Murray part of the
survey area is currently entered in the State Heritage Register:
•

Nildottie Well (Ruin), Bakara
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Existing State Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Nildottie Well (Ruin), Bakara

KAR21

LOCATION:
Address:

Bakara, approximately 11km east ofNildottie
District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray

Land Description:

Section 61

Certificate of Title:

CL 871 I 23

OWNER:

John A & Janette A Horstmann

Hundred ofBakara

C/- Post Office, Swan Reach SA 5351

HSA File No.: 10832

State Heritage Status:

Registered, 1 Sep 1983

Other Assessments:

National Trust of South Australia File No 1379

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

C3/15
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Existing State Heritage Place

NAME: Nildottie Well (Ruin), Bakara

PLACE NO.:

KAR21

DESCRIPTION:
The ruins of a well and raised stone tank with a substantial circular stone chimney. No
longer in use.

IDSTORY:
Murray Mallee land was first taken up on pastoral leases in the late 1850s. Initially
land was taken up close to the precious water of the River Murray. Later, sinking
wells as they went, the pastoralists moved deeper into the Mallee.
This well, the earliest in the district, was probably sunk in 1859 and upgraded by the
lessee of Chucka Bend Station in 1874. When the pastoral lease expired in 1892,
details of the well were given for valuation purposes. It was described as being 6 feet
x 4 feet in section and 209 feet deep, the first 30 feet being timbered with split pine.
The pump was driven by a steam engine with a masonry chimneystack 37 feet high.
Water was stored in a circular masonry tank, 6 feet 9 inches high and 35 feet 2 inches
in diameter. Stock was watered from masonry troughs 342 feet long, 16 inches high
and 4 feet wide at the top. An underground storage tank, measuring 12 feet square x
10 feet deep with masonry walls 12 inches thick, was nearby. Adjoining the well was a
two roomed hut, measuring 30 feet x 14 feet 6 inches. It was made of pug and pine
walls with a stone chimney in one wall.
When the Hundred ofBakara was surveyed in 1893, no water reserve was left around
the well. Accordingly, Nildottie Well never became a public water supply. The lessee
of the land on which the well was situated was entitled to charge for water at the usual
government scale of rates. The boiler exploded in 1899 ·and was not replaced. A
windmill was erected to pump water until 1953 when the well began to cave in.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important and rare example of a steam operated watering system on the overland

stock route from Adelaide to Sydney. Scale, massing, and vernacular character all
representative of its isolated rural character.
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Existing State Heritage Place

NAME: Nildottie Well (Ruin), Bakara

PLACE NO.:

KAR21

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and economic themes that are of importance to the local
area in that it is representative of the wells in the line established along the
overland stock route which also enabled settlement and development of the
district

(b)

it represents ways oflife that are characteristic ofthe local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives oflocal residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques of significance to
the local area as an unusually large example of an isolated well complex

(f)

it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Jones, A Karoonda East Murray: a history to 1986 District Council of KaroondaEast Murray, Karoonda, SA (1986) pages 318 & 321- 323
National Trust of South Australian Index and Files, File No. 1379.
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4.3 DISTRICT COUNCIL OF LOXTON W AIKERIE

The following place within the District Council of Loxton Waikerie part of the survey
area is currently entered in the State Heritage Register:
•

Eastern Well Staging Post (Ruin), via Mantung
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Existing State Heritage Place

NAME: Eastern Well Staging Post (Ruin), via Mantung

PLACE NO.:

LW07

LOCATION:
Address:

Intersection ofMantung!Bakara Road &
Mercunda/Bakara Road, via Mantung
District Council ofLoxton Waikerie

Land Description:

Section 88

Certificate of Title:

CL 1087 I 41

OWNER:

Michael J & John L Evans

Hundred ofBakara

Via Mantung SA 5308

State Heritage Status:

Registered 23 Nov 1989

Other Assessments:

National Trust of South Australia File No 1374

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

C2/13

HSA File No.: 10839
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Existing State Heritage Place

NAME: Eastern Well Staging Post (Ruin), via Mantung

PLACE NO.:

LW07

DESCRIPTION:
A substantial stone complex, comprising two square water tanks and the ruins of a
substantial cottage associated therewith. Stone drinking troughs extend from one of
the water tanks. No longer in use.

IDSTORY:
Murray Mallee land was first taken up on pastoral leases in the late 1850s. Initially land
was taken up close to the precious water of the River Murray. Later, sinking wells as
they went, the pastoralists moved deeper into the Mallee.
Eastern Well, so named because it was the furthest east of a line of wells from
Nildottie Well, was probably sunk at some stage during the 1870s. Upon the expiry
of the pastoral lease in 1888 the well was stated to be 160 feet 6 inches deep and 6 feet
x 4 feet in section. It was equipped with a steam engine, two tanks (one square and
one circular) and drinking troughs. No mention is made of any buildings. An 1892
report, however, refers to huts as well as the engine, tank and troughs. A substantial
building, measuring 53 feet x 25 feet, was erected by the lessee.
After the proclamation of the Hundreds ofBakara and Mantung in 1893, a caretaker
was appointed to manage the wells. He lived in the house at Eastern Well and
maintained that well in addition to others in the area. These wells were being used by
travellers going overland between Swan Reach and Loxton and other places in the
eastern Mallee. In addition, these wells were the only source of water for new settlers.
Steam engines, previously installed by the pastoralists, were all still in working order.
In 1910 a township was established at Eastern Well . . It had a store, post office,
blacksmith and a place of accommodation for travellers. In 1911, a second boarding
house opened at Eastern Well. It was a six roomed timber and iron building. The
store was destroyed in a fire in 1912 but a new store was erected the following year.
The small township also had a church and school and was visited on a regular basis by
the Bank of Adelaide and a dentist.

After the Brown's Well railway line was completed, the proposal for a formal town at
Eastern Well was abandoned. The new town of Mercunda, on the railway line, was
located only four miles away. By early 1916 only the church, school, old station
building and the well remained. Since then the buildings have been removed or fallen
into disrepair.
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Existing State Heritage Place

NAME: Eastern Well Staging Post (Ruin), via Mantung

PLACE NO.:

LW07

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important reminder of the dependence upon ground water in opening up the district
for farming, and a large example of a well complex on the overland stock route from
Adelaide to Sydney.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and economic themes that are of importance to the local
area in that it is representative of the wells in the line established along the
overland stock route which also enabled settlement and development of the
district

(b)

it represents ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives oflocal residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques of significance to
the local area as an unusually large example of an isolated well complex

(f)

it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Jones, A Karoonda East Murray: a history to 1986 District Council ofKaroonda East
Murray, Karoonda, SA (1986) pages 19 and 43- 50.
National Trust of South Australia Index and Files, File No. 1374.
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4.4 COORONG DISTRICT COUNCIL

Places within the Coorong District Council part of the survey area which are currently
entered in the State Heritage Register are:
•

Hawk's Nest Well, via Cooke Plains

•

Perkindoo Well, via Cooke Plains
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Existing State Heritage Place

NAME: Hawk's Nest Well, via Cooke Plains

PLACE NO.:

C0019

LOCATION:
Address:

Hawks Nest, 25 km south of Cooke Plains
Coorong District Council

Land Description:

Section 102

Certificate of Title:

CT 5429 I 198

OWNER:

Mervyn R, Beverley J & Andrew Hill

Hundred of Coolinong

Coomandook SA 5261

State Heritage Status:

Registered 20 Nov 1986

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

HSA File No.: 13632

Y18
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Existing State Heritage Place

NAME: Hawk's Nest Well, via Cooke Plains

PLACE NO.:

C0019

DESCRIPTION:
A well hole amongst scrub in an isolated position, without formed edges. A cairn
commemorating the gold escort route through the area is nearby.

IDSTORY:
Sunk 1852-53 . Historically one of seven wells associated with Alexander Tolmer's
Gold Escort Route to/from Victoria.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important reminder of the dependence upon ground water in overland interstate

trade, and in opening up the district for farming. Of particular importance for its
association with the gold escort route and Alexander Tolmer.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in that it is representative of the wells in the line established along the
overland gold escort route, which also enabled settlement and development of
the district

(b)

it represents ways oflife that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives oflocal residents

REFERENCES:
HSA File No: 13632
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Existing State Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Perkindoo Well, via Cooke Plains

C0020

LOCATION:
Address:

Perkindoo Station, I 0 km south of Cooke Plains
Coorong District Council

Land Description:

Section 70 I

Certificate of Title:

CT 540I I 328

OWNER:

Brenton P Forster

Hundred of Coolinong

Cl- Post Office Jervois SA 5259
State Heritage Status:

Registered 20 Nov I986

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

YI5

HSA File No.: 13635
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Existing State Heritage Place

NAME: Perkindoo Well, via Cooke Plains

PLACE NO.:

C0020

DESCRIPTION:
A well hole in open ground without formed edges, now disused. No associated
structures remain. It is situated within Perkindoo Station, near other farm buildings.

IDSTORY:
Sunk 1852-53 . Historically one of seven wells associated with Alexander Tolmer's
Gold Escort Route to/from Victoria.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important reminder of the dependence upon ground water in overland interstate
trade, and in opening up the district for farming. Of particular importance for its
association with the gold escort route and Alexander Tolmer

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in that it is representative of the wells in the line established along the
overland gold escort route, which also enabled settlement and development of
the district

(b)

it represents ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

REFERENCES:
SHB File No 13635
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5. RECOMMENDATIONS: STATE HERITAGE AREAS
The brief for the survey states:
The significance of a State Heritage Area should rest on the qualities which are
exceptional, not commonplace, and it should constitute a continuous and
unified area comprised for the most part of significant fabric, and relatively free
from unsympathetic intrusions. Individual places of particular heritage value
within the area should be identified and described.
The boundary of a State Heritage Area should be clearly defined, following
cadastral boundaries where possible, and simple in outline. It should take in the
continuously significant area without the addition of a buffer zone.

No area within the survey boundaries was considered worthy of recommendation as a
State Heritage Area.
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6. RECOMMENDATIONS: STATE HERITAGE PLACES
Section 16 of the Heritage Act 1993 provides the criteria against which places (land,
buildings or structures) must be assessed for entry in the State Heritage Register. A
place is of heritage value and may be eligible for entry in the Register if
a) it demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the State's history;
or
b) it has rare, uncommon or endangered qualities that are of cultural significance; or
c) it may yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the State's
history, including its natural history; or
d) it is an outstanding representative of particular class of places of cultural
significance; or
e) it demonstrates a high degree of creative, aesthetic or technical accomplishment or
is an outstanding representative of particular construction techniques or design
characteristics; or
f) it has strong cultural or spiritual associations for the community or a group within

it; or
g) it has a special association with the life or work of a person or organization or an
event ofhistorical importance.

As a result of this survey the following places are recommended for entry in the State

Heritage Register:
•

Irish Martyrs Catholic Church, Lameroo

•

Former Bank Manager's Residence, Lameroo

•

Elizabeth Well (Ruin), near Mercunda
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6.1 SOUTHERN MALLEE DISTRICT COUNCIL
The following places within the Southern Mallee District Council part of the survey
area are recommended for entry in the State Heritage Register:
•

Irish Martyrs Catholic Church, Lameroo

•

Former Bank Manager's Residence, Lameroo
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Recommendation : State Heritage Place
NAME: Irish Martyrs Catholic Church

Address:

PLACE NO.:

SM15

Corner Bews Terrace and Railway Terrace South, Lameroo

ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Description:
A church building on a prominent corner site in the township with light timber framed,
stucco walled Germanic design characteristics. The steeply pitched corrugated iron
roofhas overhanging eaves with monumental, stucco infilled consoles, and a projecting
barge above the front gable. It has a timber frame and mesh walls covered with a
lime/cement plaster. The nave measures 50 feet x 27 feet 6 inches and the sanctuary
16 feet x 12 feet. There is a porch at the front entrance and there was a bell tower,
although no bell was ever installed. In recent years the church has been reroofed and
the bell tower removed.

Statement of Heritage Value:
An important example of the influence of Irish Catholicism in the development and
social fabric of the township ofLameroo and the opening up of the Murray Mallee, and
a highly unusual example of a sophisticated type of lightweight construction and rural
church architecture.

Relevant Criteria:
(b)

it has rare qualities that are of cultural significance in that it is an uncommon
example of a type of religious architecture not known to be replicated
elsewhere in South Australia

(e)

it demonstrates a high degree of creative and aesthetic accomplishment by its
highly resolved integration of architectural style and detailing with lightweight
construction techniques.

RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that the Irish Martyrs Catholic Church, Lameroo be provisionally
entered in the State Heritage Register.
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Recommendation : State Heritage Place

NAME: Irish Martyrs Catholic Church

PLACE NO.:

SM15

ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Criterion (b) :It has rare qualities that are of cultural significance in that it is an
uncommon example of a type of religious architecture not known to be replicated
elsewhere in South Australia
The first Catholic mass in the district was celebrated at Lameroo on 11th February
1906. After its construction in 1909 the Lameroo Institute was used for services. In
1907 land was purchased as a site for a future church and fundraising commenced.
The foundation stone of the new church was laid on 27th August 1911. Donations of
£50 were laid on the stone during the service and further donations made during the
ensuing months . The building was completed in November 1911 and opened on 3rd
December. The Church was dedicated to the Irish Martyrs, after whom it was named;
an uncommon recognition of and association with a distant historical event of religious
import.
The architectural style of the church is most unusual, with a strong Germanic influence
which has been further differentiated by its unusual construction techniques and use of
lightweight materials. It is of a type not known to have been replicated elsewhere in
South Australia.

Criterion (e) : It demonstrates a high degree of creative and aesthetic
accomplishment by its highly resolved integration of architectural style and
detailing with lightweight construction techniques, and is an outstanding
representative of such construction techniques
The church is an uncommon example of a highly developed lightweight construction
technique, highly integrated with its architectural style and detailing. It represents a
high degree of creative, aesthetic and technical accomplishment.

REFERENCES:
Jones, A & Lameroo and District Historical Society Pioneers and Progress: a history
of the Lameroo District Lameroo and District Historical Society, Lameroo, SA, ( 1981)
pages 323 - 234
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Recommendation : State Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Irish Martyrs Catholic Church

SM15

SITE RECORD:
FORMER NAME:

n/a

DESCRIPTION OF PLACE:

A light timber framed, stucco walled church building on a
prominent comer site in the township

STATEMENT OF
HERITAGE VALUE:

An important example of the influence of Irish Catholicism
in the development and social fabric of the township of
Lameroo and the opening up of the Murray Mallee region, and
a highly unusual example of a sophisticated type of lightweight
construction and rural church architecture.

DATE OF COMPLETION:

November 1911

HERITAGE ACT CRITERIA:

Code:
Description:

Code:
Description:

b
it has rare qualities that are of cultural
significance in that it is an uncommon
example of a type of religious architecture not
known to be replicated elsewhere in South
Australia
e
it demonstrates a high degree of creative and
aesthetic accomplishment by its highly
resolved integration of architectural style and
detailing with lightweight construction
techniques.

REGISTER STATUS:

Code:
Description:
Date:

n/a
n/a
nla

CURRENT USE:

Description:
Dates:

Church (Christian)
1911 -

PREVIOUS USE(S):

Description:
Dates:

n/a
n/a

ARCHITECT:

Name:
Dates:
Type:

n/a
n/a
nla

BUILDER:

Name:
Dates:
Type:

James Mcinerney
n/a
n/a

ABC AUSTRALIAN
HISTORIC THEMES:

Theme:

8. Developing Cultural Institutions and Ways

Sub-Theme:

of Life
8.6 Worshipping

Group:
Significant:
Category:
Significant:

Religion
Yes
Church (Christian)
Yes

SUBJECT INDEXING:
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Recommendation : State Heritage Place

NAME: Irish Martyrs Catholic Church

PLACE NO.:

SMIS

SITE RECORD (Cont.):
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA: Description:

Southern Mallee District Council

LOCATION:

Unit No.:
Street No.:
Street Narne:
Town/Suburb:
Post Code:
Region No.:
Region Name:

nla
nla
Railway Terrace South
Lameroo
5302
7
Murray Mallee

LAND DESCRIPTION:

Title:
Volume:
Folio:
Date:
Status:
Part:
Parcel Type:
Parcel No.:
Plan Type:
Plan No.:
Section:
Hundred:

CT
5358
404
1998
Current
Whole
A
23
T
730301
n/a
Bews

AMG REFERENCE:

Zone:
Northing:
Easting:
Map Sheet No.:
Map Scale:

54
6090025
456295
7027-31-j
1:2,500

OWNER/LESSEE:

Class:
Type:
Description:
Owner Name:
Address:
Town/Suburb:
Post Code:

Owner
CH
Church
Catholic Church Endowment Society Inc
West Terrace
Adelaide
5000

PHOTOGRAPH:

Film No.:

C4/14, C4/17, Historic Photo (c. 1920)
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Recommendation : State Heritage Place

NAME: Irish Martyrs Catholic Church

PLACE NO.:

SM15

C4i17 - View of Church from Railway Terrace South, looking south-east

Historic Photograph cl920 (Courtesy oj1v.frs J. Byrne, Lameroo)
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Recommendation : State Heritage Place

NAME: Irish Martyrs Catholic Church

PLACE NO.:

SM15

C4114- Interior view of church looking towards the sanctuary (rear)
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Recommendation : State Heritage Place

NAME: Irish Martyrs Catholic Church

n
m

PLACE NO.:

SM15

RECREATION RESERVE
NEEDS

I

ROAD

I
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Recommendation : State Heritage Place

NAME: Former Bank Manager's Residence
Address:

PLACE NO.:

SM20

1 Needs Road, Lameroo

ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Description:
An Italianate villa with broad return verandah on an elevated, prominent corner site in
the township. It is highly unusual in its timber framed, corrugated iron clad replication
of the traditional masonry Italianate villa style. The incorporation of turned timber
posts and ornamental cast iron trim to the raised return verandah, leadlight and
symmetrical bay windows with emphasized roofs contribute to the sophisticated
eccentricity of the place.

Statement of Heritage Value:
A highly unusual example of a sophisticated interpretation of a nineteenth century
Italianate villa in lightweight construction and cladding, representative of the early
unobtainability of heavy building material in the district, as well as the importance of
the bank manager in the social fabric and economic well being of rural communities.
Relevant Criteria:
(b)

it has rare qualities that are of cultural significance in that it is an uncommon
example of a type of residential architecture not known to be replicated
elsewhere in South Australia, with highly resolved integration of its
architectural style and detailing with lightweight construction techniques.

RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that the former Bank Manager's Residence, Lameroo be
provisionally entered in the State Heritage Register.
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Recommendation : State Heritage Place

NAME: Former Bank Manager's Residence

PLACE NO.:

SM20

ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Criterion (b) : It has rare qualities that are of cultural significance in that it is an
uncommon example of a type of residential architecture not known to be
replicated elsewhere in South Australia
On 22nd November 1906 the Bank of Adelaide opened the first bank in the Murray
Mallee at Lameroo. The township of Lameroo expanded rapidly and building
allotments became rare. This necessitated the survey of areas outside the original
township. On 6th April 1911, 29 new allotments were offered for auction and the
Bank of Adelaide paid £80 for the prominent comer site on the comer ofNeeds Road
and Lehmann's Road.
Befitting the important role of the banker in the social fabric of rural communities, the
Bank erected the current house on this site for use by their manager. The house is an
uncommon interpretation in lightweight construction and cladding of the traditional
nineteenth century stone villa style which in its time represented social standing and
achievement.
The house is timber framed, corrugated iron walled and roofed. It demonstrates a
highly creative response to the lack of suitable building stone in the area, faithfully
recreating the Italianate villa aesthetic in a technically accomplished manner. Its
eccentricity and rarity as a type and class of residential architecture make it an
outstanding representative of the design, detail and construction techniques involved. It
is not known to be replicated elsewhere in South Australia.

REFERENCES:
Jones, A & Lameroo and District Historical Society Pioneers and Progress: a history
of the Lameroo District Lameroo and District Historical Society, Lameroo, SA, ( 1981)
pages 135 & 142
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Recommendation : State Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Former Bank Manager's Residence

SM20

SITE RECORD:
FORMER NAME:

Bank Managers Residence

DESCRIPTION OF PLACE:

A timber framed, iron clad Italianate Villa with broad return
verandah on an elevated, prominent comer site in the township

STATEMENT OF
HERITAGE VALUE:

A highly individual example of the interpretation of a
nineteenth century Italianate villa in lightweight construction
and cladding, which exemplifies the early unobtainability of
heavy building material in the district, as well as the status of
the bank manager in the social fabric and economic well being
of rural communities.

DATE OF COMPLETION:

1911

HERITAGE ACT CRITERIA:

Code:
Description:

REGISTER STATUS:

Code:
Description:
Date:

CURRENT USE:

Description:
Dates:

Residence

PREVIOUS USE(S):

Description:
Dates:

nla
nla

ARCHITECT:

Name:
Dates:
Type:

nla
nla
nla

BUILDER:

Name:
Dates:
Type:

nla
nla
nla

AHC AUSTRALIAN
HISTORIC mEMES:

Theme:
Sub-Theme:

nla
nla

SUBJECT INDEXING:

Group:
Significant:
Category:
Significant:

Residential
Yes
House
Yes

b
it has rare qualities that are of cultural
significance in that it is an uncommon
example of a type of residential architecture
not known to be replicated elsewhere in South
Australia, with highly resolved integration of
its architectural style and detailing with
lightweight construction techniques.
nla
nla
nla
1911-
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Recommendation : State Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Former Bank Manager's Residence

SM20

SITE RECORD (Cont.):
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA: Description:

Southern MaBee District Council

LOCATION:

Unit No.:
Street No.:
Street Name:
Town/Suburb:
Post Code:
Region No.:
Region Name:

n/a
1
Needs Road
Lameroo
5302
7
Murray Mallee

LAND DESCRIPTION:

Title:
Volume:
Folio:
Date:
Status:
Part:
Parcel Type:
Parcel No.:
Plan Type:
Plan No.:
Section:
Hundred:

CT
891
155
1998
Current
Part
A
2
D

1903
53
Bews

AMG REFERENCE:

Zone:
Northing:
Easting:
Map Sheet No.:
Map Scale:

54
6089658
455895
7027-31-j
1:2,500

OWNER/LESSEE:

Class:
Type:
Description:
Owner Name:

Owner

Film No.:

9715/11, C/3

OT

Individuals
David Ross Christie & Debra Noelene
Christie
Address:
1 Needs Terrace
Town/Suburb: Lameroo
Post Code:
5302

PHOTOGRAPH:
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Recommendation : State Heritage Place

NAME: Former Bank Manager's Residence

PLACE NO.:

SM20

9715111 - View offront jac;ade (north) from Needs Road
Note: elevated verandah and symmetrical bay windows with emphasized roofs
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Recommendation : State Heritage Place

NAME: Former Bank Manager's Residence

PLACE NO.:

SM20

C/3 -Detailed view of main entrance and typical projecting bay window with
emphasized roof
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Recommendation : State Heritage Place

NAME: Former Bank Manager's Residence

PLACE NO.:

SM20

RECREATION RESERVE
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6.2 DISTRICT COUNCIL OF KA.ROONDA-EAST MURRAY

The following place within the District Council of Karoonda-East Murray part of the
survey area is recommended for entry in the State Heritage Register:
•

Elizabeth Well (Ruin), near Mercunda
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Recommendation : State Heritage Place

NAME: Elizabeth Well (Ruin)

Address:

PLACE NO.:

KAR19

400 metres North-East of the intersection of the Mercunda!Caliph
and Mantung!Mindarie Roads, near Mercunda

ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Description:
A substantial stone complex comprising a large circular above ground water tank
adjacent the former well hole, with stone drinking troughs extending to the opposite
side of the tank. Nearby the ruin of a stone cottage presumably the well keeper's
residence/office. No longer in use.

Statement of Heritage Value:
An important example of the dependence upon underground water in opening up the
Murray Mallee for primary production, and a good representative example of a large
well complex.

Relevant Criteria:
(a)

it demonstrates important aspects of the evolution and pattern of the State's
history, namely the dependence upon underground water for the expansion of
pastoral activities in the driest State of Australia, and the ability to sink deep
wells, raise and store water in isolated locations.

RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that Elizabeth Well (Ruin), near Mercunda be provisionally entered
in the State Heritage Register.
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Recommendation : State Heritage Place
NAME: Elizabeth Well (Ruin)

PLACE NO.:

KAR19

ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Criterion (a) : It demonstrates important aspects of the evolution and pattern of
the State's history, namely the dependence upon underground water for the
expansion of pastoral activities in the driest State
Murray Mallee land was first taken up on pastoral leases in the late 1850s. Initially
land was taken up close to the precious water of the River Murray. Later, sinking
wells as they went, the pastoralists moved deeper into the Mallee.
It has not been recorded when Elizabeth Well was sunk. It was put down by Harry
Knight, who named it after his wife.
When the pastoral lease on which the well was situated expired at the end of 1888,
Elizabeth Well was among the improvements valued.
Elizabeth Well demonstrates the importance of ground water in the settlement and
development of pastoralism in the Murray Mallee and the expansion of pastoralism
activities into marginal areas of the driest State in Australia. Large well complexes, like
Elizabeth Well, also played an important role in the lives of those travelling the
overland stock route to New South Wales.
Elizabeth Well was 189 feet 6 inches deep and 6 feet x 4 feet in section. It was
equipped with a steam pump. A list of wells in the area was prepared for the Land
Board in 1892 and at that time Elizabeth Well was stated to have a hut, engine, engine
house, tank and trough. After the failure of the pastoralists, the government managed
the well and improvements until 1940 when it was alloted to the adjoining landowner.
The surviving well structure, tank, troughs and cottage are uncommon examples of a
large well complex and are endangered by redundancy and physical deterioration. It is
the best and most intact representative ofwell complexes inspected in the region.

REFERENCES:
Jones, A Karoonda East Murray: a history to 1986 District Council ofKaroonda East
Murray, Karoonda, SA (1986) page 19
National Trust of South Australia Index and Files, File No. 2717
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Recommendation : State Heritage Place

NAME: Elizabeth Well (Ruin)

PLACE NO.:

KAR19

SITE RECORD:
FORMER NAME:

n/a

DESCRIPTION OF PLACE:

A substantial stone complex of ruins, stone cottage, tank and
troughs, set in open fields, approximately 400 metres off road

STATEMENT OF
HERITAGE VALUE:

An important example of the dependence upon underground
water in opening up the Murray Mallee for farming, and a good
representative example of a large well .

DATE OF COMPLETION:

n/a

HERITAGE ACT CRITERIA:

Code:
Description:

a
it demonstrates important aspects of the
evolution and pattern of the State's history,
namely the dependence upon underground
water for the expansion of pastoral activities
in the driest State of Australia, and the ability
to sink deep wells, raise and store water in
isolated locations.

REGISTER STATUS:

Code:
Description:
Date:

NOM
Nominated
28 Feb 1984

CURRENT USE:

Description:
Dates:

Ruin
n/a

PREVIOUS USE(S):

Description:
Dates:

Well
n/a

ARCHITECT:

Name:
Dates:
Type:

n/a
n/a
n/a

BUILDER:

Name:
Dates:
Type:

n/a
n/a
n/a

ABC AUSTRALIAN
HISTORIC THEMES:

Theme:
Sub-Theme:

n/a
n/a

SUBJECT INDEXING:

Group:
Significant:
Category:
Significant:

Utilities
Yes
Well
Yes
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Recommendation : State Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Elizabeth Well (Ruin)

KAR19

SITE RECORD (Cont.):
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA: Description:

District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray

LOCATION:

Unit No.:
Street No.:
Street N arne:
Town/Suburb:
Post Code:
Region No.:
Region Narne:

n/a
n/a
nla
near Mercunda
nla
7
Murray Mallee

LAND DESCRIPTION:

Title:
Volume:
Folio:
Date:
Status:
Part:
Parcel Type:
Parcel No.:
Plan Type:
Plan No.:
Section:
Hundred:

CL
1036
22
1998
Current
Part

AMG REFERENCE:

Zone:
Northing:
Easting:
Map Sheet No.:
Map Scale:

54
6165903
414924
6928-11-p
1:2,500

OWNER/LESSEE:

Class:
Type:
Description:
OwnerNarne:
Address:
Town/Suburb:
Post Code:

Lessee
OT
Individual
Stanley Glen Evans
RSMD
Galga via Karoonda
5307

PHOTOGRAPH:

Film No.:

BWl/20, BWl/21

s
17
H

700700
17
Mantung
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Recommendation : State Heritage Place

NAME: Elizabeth Well (Ruin)

PLACE NO.:

KAR19

BWJ/20- Elizabeth Well tank, troughs and stone cottage, looking west

BWJ/21- Tank and drinking troughs, looking east from top of tank
MURRAY MALLEE HERITAGE SURVEY (1998)

A. & P. KLOEDEN

BRUCE HARRY & AsSOCIA1ES

118

Recommendation : State Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Elizabeth Well (Ruin)
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Recommendation : State Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Elizabeth Well (Ruin)

4~0m.

KAR19

nom.
Animal drinking
troughs
Overseers
cottage

--..g
Well
7.5m ¢tank

Fence lines
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7. RECOMMENDATIONS : LOCAL HERITAGE AREAS
The brief for this study stated that:
Such Zones (now known as Local Heritage Areas) should possess a distinctive
historic, architectural or other character which it is desirable to protect and
enhance through the Development Plan, while not necessarily exhibiting the
exceptional merit required of a State Heritage Area.

No area within the survey boundaries was considered worthy of recommendation as a
Local Heritage Area.
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8. RECOMMENDATIONS : PLACES OF LOCAL HERITAGE VALUE

These are places which are considered to be of local heritage value without being
worthy of entry in the State Heritage Register. A place may be designated as a place of
local heritage value if
a) it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local
area; or
b) it represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local area; or
c) it has played an important part in the lives of local residents; or
d) it displays aesthetic merit, design characteristics or construction techniques of
significance to the local area; or
e) it is associated with a notable local personality or event; or
f) it is a notable landmark in the area.
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8.1 SOUTHERN MALLEE DISTRICT COUNCIL
Places of local heritage value within the Southern Mallee District Council part of the
survey area are:
Place Name

Place No

•

Church of Our Lady of Good Counsel Catholic Church,
Pinnaroo

SMOl

•

All Saints Anglican Church, Pinnaroo

SM02

•

Former Lutheran Church, Pinnaroo

SM03

•

Uniting Church, Pinnaroo

SM04

•

Main School Building, Pinnaroo

SM05

•

Former Masonic Lodge, Pinnaroo

SM06

•

Cemetery, Pinnaroo

SM07

•

Former Railway Station, Pinnaroo

SM08

•

Golden Grain Hotel, Pinnaroo

SM09

•

Cottage, Pinnaroo

SMlO

•

Parr's Shop Building, Pinnaroo

SMll

•

Institute, Pinnaroo

SM12

•

Pinnaroo Hotel, Pinnaroo

SM13

•

Former Gaol, Pinnaroo

SM14

•

StJohn the Baptist Anglican Church, Lameroo

SM16

•

Cemetery, Lameroo

SM17

•

Masonic Lodge, Lameroo

SM18

•

Former Shop/Tea Rooms, Lameroo

SM19

•

Former Railway Station, Lameroo

SM21

•

Former Schoolhouse, Parilla

SM22

•

Former Shop/Residence, Parilla

SM23

•

Cemetery, Parrakie

SM24

•

Former Hotel, Parrakie

SM25

•

Institute, Geranium

SM26
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8.1.1 Location Map- Southem Mallee District Council
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8.1. 2 Location Map - Pinnaroo
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8.1. 3 Location Map - Lameroo
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Church of Our Lady of Good Counsel
Catholic Church, Pinnaroo

SM01

LOCATION:
Address:

7 Devon Terrace, Pinnaroo
Southern Mallee District Council

Land Description:

Lot 326

Certificate of Title:

847/115

OWNER:

Catholic Church Endowment Society Inc

Hundred ofPinnaroo

PO Box 21, Pinnaroo 5304

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

8386/2
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Church of Our Lady of Good Counsel
Catholic Church, Pinnaroo

PLACE NO.:

SMOl

DESCRIPTION:
An elaborately detailed, gothic inspired stone church in an eclectic style. Rendered

quoins, window surrounds and plinth buttresses, emphasised porch. Front facade and
porch front are emphasised with rendered turrett features. An unusual row of five
lancet windows is incorporated in the front gable.

IDSTORY:
In September 1909 Father Philip Landy, priest of the extensive Mount Barker Parish,
visited Pinnaroo for the first time. Shortly after, a decision was made to create a new
parish of Murray Bridge which would include Lameroo, Pinnaroo and Parilla. None of
these towns possessed a church at this time. From 1910 to 1935, Pinnaroo was part of
the Parish of Murray Bridge.
The foundation stone of the Church of Our Lady of Good Counsel at Pinnaroo was
laid on Sunday 27th October 1912. The church was opened on 9th February 1913 .
The first resident parish priest, Father Edward Smyth, arrived in Pinnaroo on 1st
February 1935.
The church was extended in 1958-59 to meet the needs of the expanding congregation.
The extension incorporated the sanctuary with limestones set in cement to add a local
flavour.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important example of the influence of Catholicism in the social fabric of the town

and district, and a prominent architectural feature in the townscape.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it represents the status and activity of Catholics in the development ofthe
status and activity of Catholics in the development of the community

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques which are rare in
church architecture in South Australia and is therefore of significance to the local
area
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Church of Our Lady of Good Counsel
Catholic Church, Pinnaroo

SMOl

REFERENCES:
Pinnaroo Historical Society Pinnaroo, Miracle of the mallee Pinnaroo historical
Society, Pinnaroo, SA (1983) page 306.
Wilson, R.W. (ed) Land of Promise : the story of the Pinnaroo Country Pinnaroo
Border Times, Pinnaroo, SA (1961) page 60.
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: All Saints Anglican Church, Pinnaroo

PLACE NO.:

SM02

LOCATION:
Address:

19-20 Bundey Terrace, Pinnaroo
Southern Mallee District Council

Land Description:

Lots 155 & 156

Certificate of Title:

827/148

OWNER:

Synod Diocese Murray Anglican Church

Hundred ofPinnaroo

C/- L.K. Isaacson, Banksia Park, Geranium 5301

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

8386/5
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: All Saints Anglican Church, Pinnaroo

PLACE NO.:

SM02

DESCRIPTION:
A large and elaborately detailed church constructed of random limestone with
elaborate brick quoining and window moulds. The church has a gable and corrugated
iron roof form with a simple projecting front entrance porch, and emphasised side and
rear extensions. The church is in damaged condition due to soil movement.

IDSTORY:
Pinnaroo's first Anglican church, a wood and iron construction lined with matchboard,
was erected in 1908. Services were conducted by a priest travelling from Murray
Bridge. The first resident priest arrived in Pinnaroo in 1914.
The foundation stone of All Saints Anglican Church was laid on 11th March 1923.
The service was conducted by Archdeacon F. W. Samwell, of Mount Gambier. The
church was dedicated on 31st July 1923 by the Bishop of Adelaide, the Right Reverent
Dr. Arthur Nutter Thomas.
The contract price of the building was £1,520. Money was made available by the
Bishop's Home Mission Society, the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, and as
a result of fundraising by the local congregation. A bank loan of £400 was obtained to
complete the financing. Furnishings, including the first church bell in the district, were
donated by members of the congregation. The church was consecrated free of debt on
5th December 1958.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important example of the influence of Anglicanism in the social fabric of the town
and district, and an architectural statement ofthe denomination's stature.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it represents the status and influence of Anglicanism in the development of
the community

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques which are unusually
fine and is therefore of significance to the local area
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: All Saints Anglican Church, Pinnaroo

PLACE NO.:

SM02

REFERENCES:

Pinnaroo Historical Society Pinnaroo, Mircale of the Mallee Pinnaroo Historical
Society, Pinnaroo, SA (1983) pages 302- 305.
Wilson, R.W. (ed) Land of Promise : the story of the Pinnaroo Country Pinnaroo
Border Times, Pinnaroo, SA (1961) page 61.
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Lutheran Church, Pinnaroo

PLACE NO.:

SM03

LOCATION:
Address:

51 Hensley Street, Pinnaroo
Southern Mallee District Council

Land Description:

Lot 142

Certificate of Title:

819/50

OWNER:

Evangelical Lutheran Bethlehem Church Pinnaroo

Hundred ofPinnaroo

PO Box 14, Pinnaroo 5304

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

8386/8
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Lutheran Church, Pinnaroo

PLACE NO.:

SM03

DESCRIPTION:
A humble limestone rubble Church with rendered quoins and lancet windows. The
front entrance porch and rear vestry are later additions. Corrugated iron roof

IDSTORY:
The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Australia first conducted services in Pinnaroo in
July 1906. Early services were conducted in various homes of the local congregation.
The Zion Lutheran Church was dedicated on 1Oth April 191 0. The first resident
minister was Pastor 0. P. Kloeden. The last Lutheran service was held in the church
on 9th October 1966.
The church was purchased by the Christian Revival Crusade in 1970 and used by them
until1982.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important example of a typically humble, rural church serving the needs of a small

parish in the town and district.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical andr social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it represents the influence of Lutheranism in the development of the
community.

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

REFERENCES:
Pinnaroo Historical Society Pinnaroo, Miracle of the mallee Pinnaroo Historical
Society, Pinnaroo, SA (1983) pages 299 - 300
Wilson, R.W. (ed) Land of Promise : the story of the Pinnaroo Country Pinnaroo
Border Times, Pinnaroo, SA (1961) page 63.
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Uniting Church, Pinnaroo

PLACE NO.:

SM04

LOCATION:
Address:

12 Railway Terrace, Pinnaroo
Southern Mallee District Council

Land Description:

Lot 71

Certificate of Title:

5468/579

OWNER:

Uniting Church in Australia Property Trust

Hundred ofPinnaroo

PO Box 144, Pinnaroo 5304

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

8386/10
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Uniting Church, Pinnaroo

PLACE NO.:

SM04

DESCRIPTION:
A substantial limestone, brick quoined · and buttressed church with a dressed stone
gable front and an emphasised porch with gablet. Corrugated iron roof with ridge
vents and cast iron finnials . Lancet windows with red brick arches.
IDSTORY:
The first religious service conducted in the circuit Pinnaroo was a Methodist service on
27th August 1905. In 1906 the congregation erected a pine and pug structure which
was used for church services as well as a public hall and school.
The Pinnaroo Methodist Circuit was established on 29th March 1910. On 30th July
1912, the new church was erected. It was reported that the 'building, which is of a
handsome design, comfortable and complete in every respect, is the finest erected here.
Murray Bridge Freestone and Brickwork have been used... . The church is capable of
accommodating 250 people. Acetylene gas and a new organ have been installed. The
architect was the Rev. Geddes White and the contractors Messrs Lane and Jenkins, of
Pinnaroo. The building and furniture cost £1,400.'
The church was extended in 1925 to provide additional room at the rear for Sunday
school and social activities. These additions cost approximately £900. The following
year the church was renovated and the memorialleadlight windows installed.
Adjoining the church, the kindergarten was built in 1927 and a Sunday School hall in
1961.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important example of the influence of Methodism in the social fabric of the town

and district, and an architectural statement of the denomination's stature.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it represents the status and Methodists in the development of the community

(c)

it has played an important role in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques which are unusually
fine and is therefore of significance to the local area
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Uniting Church, Pinnaroo

PLACE NO.:

SM04

REFERENCES:
Pinnaroo Historical Society Pinnaroo, Miracle of the Mallee Pinnaroo Historical
Society, Pinnaroo, SA (1983) pages 288- 296
Wilson, R.W. (ed) Land of Promise : the story of the Pinnaroo Country Pinnaroo
Border Times, Pinnaroo, SA (1961) pages 58- 59
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Main School Building, Pinnaroo

SM05

LOCATION:
Address:

Bundey Terrace, Pinnaroo
Southern Mallee District Council

Land Description:

Section 283

Certificate of Title:

5496/798

OWNER:

Minister for Education Children Services &
Training

Hundred ofPinnaroo

31 Flinders Street, Adelaide 5000

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

8386/3
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Main School Building, Pinnaroo

PLACE NO.:

SM05

DESCRIPTION:
A 1920s, stepped gable, polychrome brick building with flourishes uncommon in the
educational style of the time, no doubt reflecting its importance in a regional centre.
Corrugated iron roof, large ridge vents, and tall ornamental brick chimneys.

IDSTORY:
In 1906 the first school classes under the supervision of the Education Department
were held in the old Methodist Church building. The new school brick Departmental
School was opened in 191 0.
In 1912 attendance at the school had increased to 108 pupils. From 1922, higher
primary school education was offered. Pupil numbers continued to increase and in
1927 the Anglican Hall was used as an additional classroom. Electric light and power
was installed in August 1938.
The original school building has been considerably extended and numerous adjoining
buildings constructed over the years. The Pinnaroo Area School was officially opened
on 31st August 1945.

STATE:MENT OF HERITAGE VALlJ'"E:
A prominent building of unusual architectural style, which has played an integral part in
the lives and education of much of the local community.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that its size and styleindicate the growing status of the town in the district

(b)

it represents ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives oflocal residents, many ofwhom were
educated in the building

(d)

it displays unusual design characteristics typical of the wider education
architecture of the period and is therefore of significance to the local area

(f)

it is a notabie landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Pin..naroo Historical Society Pinnaroo, lvfiracle of the Mallee Pinnaroo Historical
Society, Pinnaroo, SA (1983) pages 310- 320
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Masonic Lodge, Pinnaroo

PLACE NO.:

SM06

LOCATION:
Address:

11 Railway Terrace North, Pinnaroo
Southern Mallee District Council

Land Description:

Lot 70

Certificate of Title:

770/165

OWNER:

Southern Mallee District Council

Hundred ofPinnaroo

PO Box 49, Pinnaroo 5304

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

8386/9
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Masonic Lodge, Pinnaroo

PLACE NO.:

SM06

DESCRIPTION:
A former Freemasons Lodge building with emphasised pillasters. It has a hipped
conugated iron roof with a raised roof lantern over the main Lodge room. Few other
windows visible, which is typical of lodge architecture.

IDSTORY:
The Pinnaroo Masonic Lodge No. 64 commenced with 23 members in 1911. The first
meetings were held at the Pinnaroo School.
On 28th June 1912, a building committee was established with a view to erecting a
Masonic Temple. The land was donated by Brother R.P. Allen and sandstone bricks
supplied by Mr H. Tolhurst. The building was constructed by G.E. Lane and at a cost
of £400. It was completed in November 1913.
The main hall of the temple measured 38 feet x 22 feet with an ante-room measuring
20 feet x 12 feet . The ante-room has since been demolished.
The building is no longer used as a Masonic Temple.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
A compromised but important example of Lodge architecture, which has played an
important part in the life of the community.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays social themes that are of importance to the local area in that it
indicates the extension and influence of Freemasonry into rural townships and
communities

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics of significance to the local area through its use
related form.

REFERENCES:
Pinnaroo Historical Society Pinnaroo, Miracle of the Mallee Pinnaroo Historical
Society, Pinnaroo, SA (1983) pages 411 -412
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Cemetery, Pinnaroo

SM07

LOCATION:
Address:

Devon Terrace, Pinnaroo
Southern Mallee District Council
Hundred ofPinnaroo

Land Description:

Section 282

Certificate of Title:

731000/0282

OWNER:

Southern Mallee District Council
PO Box 49, Pinnaroo 5304

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

C2/6
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Cemetery, Pinnaroo

PLACE NO.:

SM07

DESCRIPTION:
A large cemetery, ringed by mature pines, containing the substantial monuments, and
marble grave stones of early settler families . The main cemetery ofPinnaroo.

IDSTORY:
The Pinnaroo Cemetery has been in continuous use from the early settlement of the
town to the present day.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
A tangible record of the town and district's early settlement.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it records the families that settled and opened up the town and district

(f)

it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Railway Station, Pinnaroo

PLACE NO.:

SM08

LOCATION:
Address:

Railway Terrace South, Pinnaroo
Southern Mallee District Council

Land Description:

Lot 106

Certificate of Title:

5327/408

OWNER:

Southern Mallee District Council

Hundred ofPinnaroo

PO Box 49, Pinnaroo 5304

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

8486112
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Railway Station, Pinnaroo

PLACE NO.:

SM08

DESCRIPTION:
A rendered brick building in the rudimentary railway style, with a large corrugated iron
hipped roof having emphasised half gable ends and broad eaves.

HISTORY:
A railway to Pinnaroo was first muted in 18 92 but not finally constructed until 1906.
The railway was a radical departure from previous practice in that it did not follow the
settler but was constructed prior to settlement. In this way the railway was directly
responsible for the development of the Pinnaroo area.
The Pinnaroo Railway Station was one of only two stations planned on the Pinnaroo
line from Tailem Bend. The railway was officially opened by the South Australian
Premier, Mr T. Price, at the Pinnaroo Station on 14th September 1906. As railway
services declined with the advent of better road transport, so did the use of the station.
When passenger services ceased the building lost its primary purpose.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
A visual reminder of the important place of the railway in the establishment and life .of
the town and district.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to an
understanding of the settlement and growth of the town and district

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents as the focus of rail
activityin the town over many years

(f)

it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Pinnaroo Historical Society Pinnaroo, Miracle of the Mallee Pinnaroo Historical
Society, Pinnaroo, SA (1983) pages 245- 249
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Golden Grain Hotel, Pinnaroo

SM09

LOCATION:
Address:

9 Railway Terrace South, Pinnaroo
Southern Mallee District Council

Land Description:

Lot 59

Certificate of Title:

5082/862

OWNER:

P .J.R. & J.V. Staunton

Hundred ofPinnaroo

7 Humber Road, Taperoo 5017

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

9715/30
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Golden Grain Hotel, Pinnaroo

PLACE NO.:

SM09

DESCRIPTION:
A grand hotel of two storeys with a substantial verandah/balcony facing the railway
reserve. Flemish gables with rendered quoins and central pediment. The two storey
verandah/balcony is elaborately designed in timber and corrugated iron with moulded
projecting timber brackets and a central gablet. Clearly the most prestigious hotel in
town.

IDSTORY:
The Land of Promise Hotel was erected on this site in 1906. It was the first licensed
premises and one of the first buildings constructed in the town. It often served as a
community meeting place and several banks operated branches or agencies at the hotel.
In 1913 the hotel changed its name to the Commercial Hotel. At this time extensive
alterations were made to the building, including the addition of a second storey. The
alterations were carried out by F . Fricker and Co under the supervision of architects
A.S . and F. H . Conrad.

At the time of the alterations a foundation stone was incorporated in the building.
Portion of the original building remained, and some still remains to this day. One long
single storey wing of the original building was demolished about 1970.
In 1958 the hotel was again renamed and became the Golden Grain Hotel.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important example of the custom and wealth generated in the township by the
railway, and of hotel architecture generally.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in that it represents the important and dependent relationship between
the town's economy and the railway

(b)

it represents customs and ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays aesthetic merit and design characteristics uncommon to, and of
significance to the local area

(f)

it is a notable landmark in the area
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Golden Grain Hotel, Pinnaroo

PLACE NO.:

SM09

REFERENCES:
Pinnaroo Historical Society Pinnaroo, Miracle of the Mallee Pinnaroo Historical
Society, Pinnaroo, SA (1983) pages 345 and 353 - 356
Road, J.L. Hotels and Publicans in South Australia Australian hotels Association,
Adelaide, SA (1986) page 244
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Cottage, Pinnaroo

SMI 0

LOCATION:
Address:

1 King Street, Pinnaroo
Southern Mallee District Council

Land Description:

Lots 66 & 67

Certificate of Title:

5373/44

OWNER:

A Armstrong

Hundred ofPinnaroo

19 South Terrace, Pinnaroo 5304

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

8386/14
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Cottage, Pinnaroo

PLACE NO.:

SMl 0

DESCRIPTION:
A cottage clad with pressed metal in imitation of ashlar, with a bullnosed front
verandah and turned posts with wrought iron trim. Corrugated iron roof with gable
ends and skillion rooflean-to at rear.

ffiSTORY:
This small cottage was probably built in the first decade of settlement in Pinnaroo. Its
construction of timber frame and pressed metal cladding reflects the lack of local
building material in the district. The lack of stone and timber suitable for building
meant that most of the town's early buildings were constructed from materials
transported to the district by rail.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important example of the application of lightweight timber and metal construction
in traditional architectural styles, derived from the shortages of more durable building

materials in the locality.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and economic themes that are of importance to the local
area in that it is representative of the scarcity of masonry builing supplies in the
district and of the dependence on transportation of lightweight materials

(d)

it displays aesthetic merit, design characteristics and construction techniques
unique to the Pinnaroo/Lameroo region, and is therefore of significance to the
local area

REFERENCES:
Pinnaroo Historical Society Pinnaroo, Miracle of the Mallee Pinnaroo Historical
Society, Pinnaroo, SA (1983) pages 337ff
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Parr's Shop Building, Pinnaroo

PLACE NO.:

SM11

LOCATION:
Address:

29 Railway Terrace South, Pinnaroo
Southern Mallee District Council

Land Description:

Lots 1 & 91

Certificate of Title:

5390/230

OWNER:

P.R. Fearnside

Hundred ofPinnaroo

29 Railway Terrace South, Pinnaroo 5304

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

8386/18
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Parr's Shop Building, Pinnaroo

PLACE NO.:

SM11

DESCRIPTION:
A substantial two storey purpose built retail building facing the railway and having four
shopfronts with recessed entries at ground level, protected by an awning. Rendered
upper facade with central pediment and oriel opening, and large windows with
segmented upper sashes.

IDSTORY:
This building was constructed in 1927 by Harry Royden Parr, a baker.
Parr came to Pinnaroo in 1919 and purchased the People's Bakery which was located
on this site. It was a small wood and iron building which used gas for lighting and
drew water from a nearby bore. Adjacent to the bakery was a small tailor shop.
In 1927 the two shops were demolished and the new two storeyed building,
comprising four shops and bakehouse with living quarters upstairs, was built. For
many years the Pinnaroo and Border Times office and press were located in the
building. Other occupants included a fruit and green grocery business, boot and shoe
repairers and a tearooms.
Harry Parr sold the business in 1947.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important example of the custom and wealth generated in the township by the
railway, and of a 1920's retail complex.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in that it represents the importance and dependent relationship between
the town's economy and the railway

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays aesthetic merit, design characteristics and construction techniques of
significance to the local area in that it is the only purpose built retail complex of
its kind dating from the town's heydey.

REFERENCES:
Pi:nnaroo Historical Society Pinnaroo, Miracle of the Mallee Pinnaroo Historical
Society, Pinnaroo, SA (1983) pages 214- 215 and 339
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Institute, Pinnaroo

PLACE NO.:

SM12

LOCATION:
Address:

21 Railway Terrace South, Pinnaroo
Southern Mallee District Council

Land Description:

Lot 293

Certificate of Title:

2444/199

OWNER:

Southern Mallee District Council

Hundred ofPinnaroo

PO Box 49, Pinnaroo 5304

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

8386/16
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Institute, Pinnaroo

PLACE NO.:

SM12

DESCRIPTION:
A rendered single storey building with emphasised pediment and asymmetrical
entrance. A verandah has been added to one side and a contemporary awning to the
front. The parapet to the front is infilled with screened bricks.

HISTORY:
The original Pinnaroo Institute building was completed in mid 1908. Prior to this
community meetings were held in the Land of Promise Hotel and the Methodist
Churches pug and pine building in Main Street. A small library was also established in
the latter building.
The original timber and iron building was set some 30 feet back from the footpath and
was opened by the Governer, Sir George Le Hunte on 9th October 1908.
In 1913 a supper room, measuring 40 feet x 30 feet, and dressing rooms, 11 feet x 8
feet were constructed at the rear of the building. Part of the supper room was used for
the library.
By 1924 it was apparent that the hall was too small and plans were prepared for the
construction of a new Institute. The 1913 additions to the original building were
demolished and the original building moved to faced east instead of north.
The foundation stone of the new building was laid on 28th November 1924 and the
building opened on 27th August 1925 by the Premier, the Honourable John Gunn. The
building cost £6,727. It was built by Mr T.W. Gilbert, a local contractor, under the
supervision of Mr Carmichael, architect of Adelaide. By April 1956 the Institute was
free of debt for the first time in 32 years.
In 1975 a new jarrah floor was laid. In 1977 the Institute Library was closed and the
Pinnaroo Council vacated their offices in the building. At this time the front windows
were replaced. The main roof was replaced in 1978. In 1980 the interior was
upgraded, the ceiling replaced and new lighting installed. The foyer was completely
renovated the following year.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Another of the public buildings dating from the heyday of the town, which placed an
important part in the social development of the Pinnaroo community.
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Institute, Pinnaroo

PLACE NO.:

SM12

RELEVANT CRITERIA:

(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it represenmts the role spread and influence of the Institute movement in the
town and district

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

REFERENCES:

Pinnaroo Historical Society Pinnaroo, Miracle of the Mallee Pinnaroo Historical
Society, Pinnaroo, SA (1983) pages 375- 379
Wilson R.W. (ed) Land of Promise: the story of the Pinnaroo Country Pinnaroo
Border Times, Pinnaroo, SA (1961) page 48
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Pinnaroo Hotel, Pinnaroo

PLACE NO.:

SM13

LOCATION:
Address:

22 Railway Terrace South, Pinnaroo
Southern Mallee District Council

Land Description:

Lot40

Certificate of Title:

5352/170

OWNER:

S.D. Jacobs

Hundred ofPinnaroo

Pinnaroo Hotel, Pinnaroo 5304

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPHNO:

9715/31
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Pinnaroo Hotel, Pinnaroo

PLACE NO.:

SM13

DESCRIPTION:
A large stone corner building of two storeys with two storey return verandah balcony,
and hip and gable corrugated iron roof. Balcony has cast iron balustrade and brackets.

IDSTORY:
The first license for the Pinnaroo Hotel was granted to Herbert Tolhurst in 1909.
Tolhurst was a builder and developer responsible for a number of buildings in
Pinnaroo, including the Pinnaroo Hotel, a two storeyed cement brick building east of
the hotel and a number of houses in the town.
He also conducted a contracting business and manufactured cement bricks.
Work commenced on the hotel during early 191 0 and it was opened, although not
completed, on 15th June 1910. The building was constructed of massive cement bricks
with a balcony trimmed with cast iron lace panels on two sides. On its completion it
was the most prominent building in the town.
At the rear of the hotel a detached two storey building was constructed to provide
sample rooms, laundry, drying rooms and cheap accommodation for workmen. This
building was demolished in 1968.
Mr Tolhurst did not operate the hotel, but leased it to a publican. Numerous internal
renovations have been made to the Hotel over the years.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

An important example of the custom and wealth generated in the township by the
railway, and of hotel architecture generally

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in that it represents the important and dependent relationship between
the town's economy and the railway

(b)

it represents customs and ways oflife that are characteristic ofthe local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays aesthetic merit and design characteristics uncommon to, and of
significance to the local area

(f)

it is a notable landmark in the area
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Pinnaroo Hotel, Pinnaroo

PLACE NO.:

SM13

REFERENCES:

Pinnaroo Historical Society Pinnaroo, Miracle of the Mallee Pinnaroo Historical
Society, Pinnaroo, SA (1983) pages 340 & 357- 359
Road, J.L. Hotels and Publicans in South Australia Australian Hotels Association,
Adelaide, SA (1986) page 457
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Former Gaol, Pinnaroo

SM14

LOCATION:
Address:

1 Railway Terrace South, Pinnaroo
Southern Mallee District Council

Land Description:

Lots 57 & 58

Certificate of Title:

731001/0057

OWNER:

Police Department of South Australia

Hundred ofPinnaroo

GPO Box 1539, Adelaide 5001

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

8386/19
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Gaol, Pinnaroo

PLACE NO.:

SM14

DESCRIPTION:
A small stone walled, brick quoined cell building behind the Pinnaroo Police Station
which dates from the early settlement period ofthe town. Now largely surrounded by
later cell and shed enclosures.

IDSTORY:
The Pinnaroo Police Station was officially opened on 6th September 1909. One
mounted constable and one horse were stationed there. Prior to that policing was done
by special constables. The original police station and residence were demolished in
1974 although the original cells remain.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
A tangible reminder of the difficulties of the town's early settlement and development,
and continuing role as a district centre.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it is a reminder of early development and importance of the town in opening
up the District, and its connection with the railway as a corridor of transporation
and communication.

REFERENCES:
Pinnaroo Historical Society Pinnaroo, Miracle of the Mallee Pinnaroo Historical
Society, Pinnaroo, SA (1983) pages 368- 369
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: StJohn the Baptist Anglican Church, Lameroo

PLACE NO.:

SM16

LOCATION:
Address:

49 Railway Terrace South, Lameroo
Southern Mallee District Council

Land Description:

Lot 578 Section 96

Certificate of Title:

801/3

OWNER:

Synod Diocese Murray Anglican Church

Hundred ofBews

Cl- L.K. Isaacson, Banksia Park, Geranium 5301

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

9715/10
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: StJohn the Baptist Anglican Church, Lameroo

PLACE NO.:

SM16

DESCRIPTION:
A simple corrugated iron church with timber framed lancet windows, corrugated iron
walls and roof, which has been built in stages.

IDSTORY:
The first Anglican church services at Lameroo were held in the homes of members of
the congregation. On 12th August 1908 a site for the building of a future church was
purchased for £7115-. A committee was formed to consider the erection of a building
on this allotment and to raise the necessary funds . On 16th June 1910 the new Mission
Hall was opened and dedicated. Attached to the back of the hall was a room to
accommodate the Lay Missioner. No priest resided in Lameroo but the small room
was used for visiting priests to stay overnight.
Between 1927 and 1930 the building was recognised as a church instead of a mission
hall and dedicated to St John the Baptist. By this time the room at the rear was no
longer used for accommodation but was used as a meeting room. The room was
enlarged in 1951.
A new brick church situated in front of the original church was constructed in 1962.
The original church and room continue to be used for church purposes.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The church building(s) exemplify the status of Anglicanism in Lameroo, as evidenced
in its size and fabric.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in that its lowly design and construction represents the relative
significance of Anglicanism in the township in contrast to Pinnaroo.

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

REFERENCES:
Jones, A & Lameroo and District Historical Society Pioneers and Progress: a history
of the Lameroo District Lameroo and District Historical Society, Lameroo, SA (1981)
pages 320 - 322
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Cemetery, Lameroo

SM17

LOCATION:
Address:

Yappara Road, Lameroo
Southern Mallee District Council

Land Description:

Section 218

Certificate of Title:

730300/0218

OWNER:

Southern Mallee District Council

Hundred ofBews

PO Box 49, Pinnaroo 5304

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

9715118
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Cemetery, Lameroo

PLACE NO.:

SM17

DESCRIPTION:
The town cemetery, containing the substantial monuments, marble grave stones and
cast iron grave surrounds of early settler families .

IDSTORY:
The first burial in the Lameroo Cemetery occurred on 12th January 1910.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
A tangible record of the town's early settlement.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it records the families that settled and opened up the district and the
hardships they faced

(f)

it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
South Australian Genealogy and Heraldry Society Inc. Cemetery Index
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Masonic Lodge, Lameroo

PLACE NO.:

SM18

LOCATION:
Address:

49 Vardon Terrace, Lameroo
Southern Mallee District Council

Land Description:

Lots 71 & 72

Certificate of Title:

4280/467

OWNER:

Southern Mallee District Council

Hundred ofBews

PO Box 49, Pinnaroo 5304

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

9715116
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Masonic Lodge, Lameroo

PLACE NO.:

SM18

DESCRIPTION:
A Freemasons Lodge building constructed of random limestone rubble with brick
quoins. Hipped corrugated iron roof with typical lantern over the main lodge room.
Few other windows, which is typical of lodge architecture. Now situated behind a
later, unsympathetic addition.

IDSTORY:
The Lameroo Lodge No . 72 was constituted and consecrated on 23rd January 1913 .
Their first meetings were held in the courthouse.
Within a year a building committee was formed and debentures issued to finance the
building of a hall. The foundation stone was laid on 26th June 1914 and the building
dedicated on 11th November 1914. The Masonic Hall had been erected by W. Bro.
Lane at a total cost of £604. Much of the furniture, including the organ, was donated
by Lodge members. Other articles were supplied by the newly formed Pinnaroo
Lodge.
In 1962 it was decided to build a new Temple. When donations amounted to $10,000
in 1966, the new building was erected. The original building remains at the rear of the
new Temple.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
A compromised but important example of Lodge architecture, which has played an
important part in the life of the community.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays social themes that are of importance to the local area in that it
indicates the extension and influence of Freemasonry into rural townships and
communities

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics of significance to the local area through its use
related form

REFERENCES:
Jones, A & Larneroo and District Historical Society Pioneers and Progress: a history
of the Lameroo District Larneroo and District Historical Society, Larneroo, SA (1981)
pages 361 - 362
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Shop/Tea Rooms, Lameroo

PLACE NO.:

SM19

LOCATION:
Address:

45 Chandos Terrace, Lameroo
Southern Mallee District Council

Land Description:

Lot 79

Certificate of Title:

5413/775

OWNER:

Southern Mallee District Council

Hundred ofBews

PO Box 49, Pinnaroo 5304

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

8386/24
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Shop/Tea Rooms, Lameroo

PLACE NO.:

SM19

DESCRIPTION:

A timber framed corrugated iron walled building with twin gabled front and bullnosed
verandah. Shopfront with glazed stall board and recessed entry to one side of front
facade. Corrugated iron roof

IDSTORY:

This early timber and iron building was designed for commercial purposes.
reputedly been used as a shop and as tea rooms

It has

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important example of a large, iron clad building from the early stages of the town's
settlement and development.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:

(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it is representative of the early development of the town

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques of significance to
the local area by its representation of use of lightweight construction & iron
claddings in an area where more substantial building materials were not naturally
available

REFERENCES:
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Former Railway Station, Lameroo

SM21

LOCATION:
Address:

Railway Reserve, Lameroo
Southern Mallee District Council

Land Description:

Lot 3

Certificate of Title:

3211/148

OWNER:

Southern Mallee District Council

Section 212

Hundred ofBews

PO Box 49, Pinnaroo 5304

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

9715/13
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Railway Station, Lameroo

PLACE NO.:

SM21

DESCRIPTION:
The railway reserve contains a number of historic accoutrements associated with the
former passenger railway station at Lameroo including a raised timber framed platform
and a simple weatherboard clad station master's office with overhanging roof to form
verandahs on all sides. Other associated elements of the surviving historic railway
station group include the signal towers, communications enclosures and railway lines.

IDSTORY:
The railways were instrumental in the development of the Lameroo district and town.
Lameroo was designed to be the only station on the line between Tailem Bend and
Pinnaroo.
Because the railway had been constructed at the lowest possible cost only the most
basic facilities were provided. When opened in September 1906, the Lameroo Station
was unmanned.
The rapid growth in the area resulted in the improvement of facilities at the station. A
timber stationmaster's residence and a booking office was constructed as well as a
small timber and iron refreshment room.
Many of the peripheral buildings have since been demolished or removed as passenger
services ceased and road transport took much of the business from the railways.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
A visual reminder of the important place of the railway in the establishment and life of
the town and district.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to an understanding
of the settlement and growth of the town and district

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(f)

it is a notable landmark in the area
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Railway Station, Lameroo

PLACE NO.:

SM21

REFERENCES:

Jones, A & Lameroo and District Historical Society Pioneers and Progress: a history
of the Lameroo District Lameroo and District Historical Society, Lameroo, SA (1981)
pages 48-58
Donovan & Associates Railway Heritage of South Australia National Trust of South
Australia, Adelaide, SA (1992)
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Former Schoolhouse, Parilla

SM22

LOCATION:
Address:

East Terrace, Parilla
Southern Mallee District Council

Land Description:

Section 84

Certificate of Title:

2419/74

OWNER:

Uniting Church in Australia Property Trust

Hundred ofParilla

PO Box 144, Pinnaroo 5304

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

2/6
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Schoolhouse, Parilla

PLACE NO.:

SM22

DESCRIPTION:
A typical country schoolhouse of the 1920s constructed of coursed limestone with
brick quoins, large windows with rendered mullions and a corrugated iron roof with
gable vents in the hips. Corrugated iron skillion roof lean to to one side.

IDSTORY:
The Parilla School opened in July 1909 in a building situated the Institute. Within two
years the number of pupils had increased from 25 to more than 50.
In 1913 a new school was built on the current site by Mr G. Lane for the sum of
approximately £2,000. It was reputed to be one of the finest equipped schools in the
State. Comprising one large room, 40 feet x 25 feet, it had six large windows on the
south side, two fireplaces and seating for 80 pupils. The school was officially opened
on 26th September 1913 .
The school closed in 1945, students then travelling to Lameroo Area School.
building is currently used as the Uniting Church.

The

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
A typically small schoolhouse exemplifying the institutional approach to education in
rural communities and which played an integral part in the lives and education of much
of the local community.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in that it represents the nature and form of education in the town and
district

(b)

it represents ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques which are typical of
rural schoolhouses in the region and is of significance to the local area

REFERENCES:
Back to Parilla Committee Parilla, 1907-1980: a history of the land and its people
Back to Parilla Committee, Parilla, SA (1981) page 43
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Former Shop/Residence, Parilla

SM23

LOCATION:
Address:

Cnr West Terrace & Railway Terrace, Parilla
Southern Mallee District Council

Land Description:

Lot 704

Certificate of Title:

2485/118

OWNER:

J.G. Hall

Hundred ofParilla

PO Box 23, Parilla 5303

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

8386/21
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Shop/Residence, Parilla

PLACE NO.:

SM23

DESCRIPTION:
A limestone rubble shop/residence with brick quoining. The projecting shop front has
large windows with timber stall boards, a galvanised sheet Flemish style sign written
gable front above a bullnosed verandah with the residence adjoining to the side having
a full width matching bullnosed verandah. Roofs are of corrugated iron with brick
chimneys.

IDSTORY:
Eudunda Farmers established their 16th branch store in Parilla in 1912. They
constructed the store and adjoining manager's residence on the corner of West Terrace
and Railway Terrace.
In 1958 the company built new premises and a new manager's residence. The original
building was purchased by Mr Clarrie Hill who used the premises to conduct a secondhand business.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important reminder of the economic role and influence ofFarmers Co-operatives in
the settlement and development of the district, and a largely intact example of a
traditional shop-residence.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in its representation of the role of co-operatives in the development of
the district

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays aesthetic merit, design characteristics and construction techniques of
significance to the local area in its representation of a shop/residence

REFERENCES:
Back to Parilla Committee Parilla, 1907-1980: a history of the land and its people
Back to Parilla Committee, Parilla, SA (1 981) page 38
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Cemetery, Parrakie

PLACE NO.:

SM24

LOCATION:
Address:

Parrakie South Road, Parrakie
Southern Mallee District Council

Land Description:

Section 104

Certificate of Title:

721200/0105

OWNER:

Southern Mallee District Council

Hundred of Price

PO Box 49, Pinnaroo 5304

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

9715/5
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Cemetery, Parrakie

PLACE NO.:

SM24

DESCRIPTION:
A small cemetery still in use containing a number of early settlers' graves marked by
marble headstones.

IDSTORY:
The first burial at Parrakie was of an eight hour old baby and took place on 17th
August 1910.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
A tangible record of the town's early settlement.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it records the families that settled and opened up the district, and the
hardships they faced

(f)

it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
South Australian Genealogy and Heraldry Society Inc. Cemetery Index
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Hotel, Parrakie

PLACE NO.:

SM25

LOCATION:
Address:

Peake Terrace, Parrakie
Southern Mallee District Council

Land Description:

Lots 46, 47 & 48

Certificate of Title:

5493/775 & 1996/199

OWNER:

A.K. Kilroy

Hundred ofPrice

Parrakie 5301

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

9715/6
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Hotel, Parrakie

PLACE NO.:

SM25

DESCRIPTION:
A substantial random limestone building with brick quoins and a hipped corrugated
iron roof Bullnosed verandah to front and substantial parapeted skillion roofed stone
extension to rear. Tall brick chimneys.

IDSTORY:
Mr August Albert Raeck filed plans of a proposed hotel building at Parrakie with the
Naracoorte Licensing Court on 6th December 1907. He was granted a licence for the
hotel, conditional on the building being erected within six months.
He began construction in mid 1908. The stone and brick building comprised 14 rooms
with a bar, parlour and a large dining room at the front and two rows of bedrooms
facing into a courtyard. The building, together with a large underground tank, was
completed in September 1908 and the license duly applied for. The license was,
however, refused as the completed building was not in accordance with the approved
plans. Alterations were made and the license finally granted in December 1908.
The hotel was used for a variety of purposes including the conduct of Catholic church
services, meetings of the District Council of Pinnaroo as well as consulting rooms for
visiting doctors and dentists.
By December 1914 the hotel was not profitable and application was made to transfer
the license to the newly erected Karoonda Hotel. The building has since been used as
a residence.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
A large, hotel building whose size and unusual architectural style indicate its formerly
important place within the community and association with the railway.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in that it was a focus of community life in a sparsely populated area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Hotel, Parrakie

PLACE NO.:

SM25

REFERENCES:
Jones, A & Lameroo and District Historical Society Pioneers and Progress: a history
of the Lameroo District Lameroo and District Historical Society, Lameroo, SA (1981)
pages 27
Hoad, J.L. Hotels and Publicans in South Australia Australian Hotels Association,
Adelaide, SA (1986) page 445
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Institute, Geranium

SM26

LOCATION:
Address:

Railway Terrace, Geranium
Southern Mallee District Council

Land Description:

Lots 14 & 12A

Certificate of Title:

2310/179

OWNER:

Geranium Institute

Hundred ofPrice

Geranium 5301

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

9715/3
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Institute, Geranium

PLACE NO.:

SM26

DESCRIPTION:
A random limestone hall with brick window quoins and rendered lintels. Front has a
stuccoed ornamental parapet and pediment, signwritten Geranium Institute.
Corrugated iron roofwith stone addition to rear.

IDSTORY:
The foundation stone of the stone and brick Geranium Institute was laid on 20th May
1922. The former timber and iron hall, erected in 1909, was moved to the back of the
new building and turned 90 degrees.
The new hall was erected on the site of the old hall and opened late in 1922. The old
hall continued to be used as a supper room until demolished in 1952 when the
materials were used to erect the present supper room and kitchen.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Represents the growth and reach of the Institute movement and its important place in
the education and development of the town and district.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it represents the role, spread and influence of the Institute movement in the
life of the community

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

REFERENCES:
Jones, A & Lameroo and District Historical Society Pioneers and Progress: a history
of the Lameroo District Lameroo and District Historical Society, Lameroo, SA ( 1981)
pages 240 & 244
Hughes, A.L. & Geranium Jubilee 150 Community Committee The Price of History:
the story of Geranium and district 1906-1986 Geranium Jubilee 150 Community
Committee, Geranium, SA (1986) pages 73ff
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8.2 DISTRICT COUNCIL OF KAROONDA-EAST MURRAY

Places of local heritage value within the District Council of Karoonda-East Murray
part of the survey area are:
Place Name

Place No

•

Community Hall, Wynarka

KAROl

•

Masonic Lodge, Karoonda

KAR02

•

Post Office, Karoonda

KAR03

•

St Finian's Catholic Church, Karoonda

KAR04

•

Uniting Church, Karoonda

KAR05

•

All Hallows Anglican Church, Karoonda

KAR06

•

Area School, Karoonda

KAR07

•

St John's Lutheran Church, Karoonda

KAR08

•

Former Institute, Borrika

KAR09

•

Community Hall, Sandalwood

KARIO

•

Former Shop/Residence, Sandalwood

KARl I

•

Former East Murray Council Chambers, Halidon

KAR12

•

Water Tank, Mindarie

KAR13

•

Former Schoolhouse, Mindarie

KAR14

•

Simpson's Hotel, Wanbi

KARIS

•

Community Hall, W anbi

KAR16

•

Former Schoolhouse, Wanbi

KAR17

•

Community Hall, Mantung

KAR18

•

Former Community Hall, Mercunda

KAR20

•

Lutheran Church, via Bakara

KAR22

•

Lutheran Cemetery, via Bakara

KAR23

•

Cemetery, Galga

KAR24

•

Turner Well, via Kalyan

KAR25

•

Former Community Hall, Kalyan

KAR26

•

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Perponda

KAR27

•

Railway Station, Karoonda

KAR28
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8.2.2 Location Map- Karoonda
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Community Hall, Wynarka

KAROl

LOCATION:
Address:

Railway Street, Wynarka
Di"strict Council ofKaroonda-East Murray

Land Description:

Lots 18, 19,24 & 25

Certificate of Title:

1248/11

OWNER:

Wynarka Hall Inc

Hundred ofHooper

PO Wynarka 5306

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

9721131
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Community Hall, Wynarka

PLACE NO.:

KAROl

DESCRIPTION:
A finely detailed random limestone building ruled in imitation of ashlar with brick
quoins and window sills. Hipped corrugated iron roof with rented gablet and
emphasised entry and gable.

IDSTORY:
Construction of the Brown's Well railway line commenced in 1912.
Wynarka was gazetted in January 1913 .

The town of

In March 1913 an allotment facing Railway Terrace was reserved for the site of an

institute. The Methodist Church provided accommodation for the school and
community meetings until a public hall committee was established in November 1919.
The committee decided not to operate under the Institutes Act. The reserved site
could not therefore be used and a nearby allotment, also facing Railway Terrace, was
purchased in 1922 for £10.
Plans were prepared and tenders sought. All tenders received were considered too
high. The plans were modified and Messrs. W. Ellis & Son were engaged to erect the
building for £128. There was no formal laying of a foundation stone. Stone and sand
for the building was carted to the site by local residents in October 1922. The hall was
opened on 12th July 1923.
The hall had a stage at front and was lit by three petrol lamps. It was used for a wide
variety of community meetings and social functions. The hall committee was asked in
1923 to allow the hall to be used as a school. They refused, believing the children
would damage the floor. By 1927, however, the committee changed its mind. The
Minister for Education granted a loan of £250, secured by a mortgage over the hall, to
enable the installation of heating and erection of toilets. The school used the hall from
11th October 1927 until 1940, when students were transferred to the Karoonda Area
School.
In 1936 a supper room, measuring 27 feet x 20 feet, was erected. The hall continued

to be lit by the original petrol lighting until electricity was supplied in 1955.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important example of the place and pivotal role of the Community Hall, providing a

sense of fellowship in a sparsely populated district, and of a building constructed from
the local stone.
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Community Hall, Wynarka

PLACE NO.:

KAROl

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it is a physical manifestation of the existence of its community

(b)

it represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

REFERENCES:
Jones, A Karoonda East Murray: a history to 1986 District Council ofKaroonda East
Murray, Karoonda, SA (1986) pages 82 - 91
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

AME: Masonic Lodge, Karoonda

KAR02

I
I

OCATION:

Peake Street, Karoonda

.ddress:

District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray
,and Description:

Lot 64

~ertificate

997/98

of Title:

)WNER:

I

Hundred ofMarmon Jabuk

I
I

Apex Club ofKaroonda Inc
PO Box 101, Karoonda 5307

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

112
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Masonic Lodge, Karoonda

PLACE NO.:

KAR02

DESCRIPTION:
A symmetrical sandstone fronted building with ornamentally rendered quoins, pillasters
and pediment, arched windows set symmetrically around a central pedimented entry
door. Side walls rendered with high level windows. Corrugated iron roof with lantern.

HISTORY:
The Karoonda Lodge No. 127 was consecrated on 20th March 1925 .
meetings were held in the Karoonda Institute.

The first

The present site was purchased for £60 in 1927. Funds for the erection of a building
were raised and, in 1929, the contract was let to Bartholomew & Lipp for £1,750. Of
this, £1 ,400 was borrowed from the Bank of Adelaide and guaranteed by eight
members ofthe Lodge. The Temple was opened in 1930.
Between August 1942 and November 1944 the building was used by the Emergency
Supplies Committee for storing emergency food supplies for districts east of the River
Murray. During this period meetings were held in the Methodist Church.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
A prominent and important example of Lodge architecture, which has played an
important part in the life of the community.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays social themes that are of importance to the local area in that it
indicates the extension and influence ofFreemasonry into rural townships and
communities

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics of significance to the local area through its use
related form.

REFERENCES:
Jones, A Karoonda East Murray: a history to 1986 District
Murray, Karoonda, SA (1986) pages 540- 541

Counc~l

ofKaroonda East
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Post Office, Karoonda

KAR03

LOCATION:
Address:

Cnr Railway Terrace & Angas Street, Karoonda
District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray

Land Description:

Lot 200

Hundred of Marmon Jabuk

Certificate of Title:

5432/144

OWNER:

R.E. & M.E. Roesler
Karoonda 5307

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

1/1
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Post Office, Karoonda

PLACE NO.:

KAR03

DESCRIPTION:

A 1920s rendered symmetrical post office in the typical institutional style of the period.
Hipped corrugated iron roof.

HISTORY:

The Post Office building was erected on the comer of Angas Street and Railway
Terrace in 1925. It opened in July that year, the first official Postmaster being
appointed from 1st July 1925 . Until then an unofficial post office had been conducted
from the general store.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

An important public building for its central role in the lives of the community and as an
example of civic architecture in the township.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:

(a)

it displays historical, and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it represents the importance of communication in a sparsely settled area and
the importance ofKaroonda as a regional centre.

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives oflocal residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics of significance to the local area as it is the only
example of the architectural style in the district

REFERENCES:

Jones, A Karoonda East Murray: a history to 1986 District Council ofKaroonda East
Murray, Karoonda, SA (1986) pages 484-485
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: St Finian's Catholic Church, Karoonda

PLACE NO.:

KAR04

LOCATION:
Address:

Peake Street, Karoonda
District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray

Land Description:

Lot 68

Certificate of Title:

997/63

OWNER:

Catholic Church Endowment Society Inc

Hundred of Marmon Jabuk

PO Box 16, Tailem Bend 5260

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

9721/35
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: St Finian's Catholic Church, Karoonda

PLACE NO.:

KAR04

DESCRIPTION:

A finely detailed random limestone rubble church, ruled in imitation of archlar, with
brick quoins, sills and lancet windows. Steeply pitched corrugated iron roof, with
projecting front porch and side vestry.

HISTORY:

The new Catholic Parish of Murray Bridge, within which Karoonda lay, was created in
1910. The first masses in Karoonda were held in parishioners' homes. The Karoonda
Institute was later used.
Funds for the erection of a church building were raised but, there being few Catholics
in the area, this took some considerable time. By 1929, £780 had been raised and
work began on building the church on land donated by Mrs L. von Doussa. The
foundation stone was laid on 3rd November 1929 and the completed building
dedicated on 23rd February 1930.
In the late 1930s, sleeping and living quarters, part in stone and part in timber and iron,
were added to the rear of the church.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

An important example of the influence of Catholicism in the social fabric of the town
and district, and of a church constructed in the local stone.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:

(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it represents the status and activity of Catholics in the development ofthe
community

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d) . it displays aesthetic merit, design characteristics and construction techniques
which are representative of the local area

REFERENCES:

Jones, A Karoonda East Murray: a history to 1986 District Council ofKaroonda East
Murray, Karoonda, SA (1986) pages 626 - 628
Anderson, D.B. St Finian Church, Karoonda, 1929- 1979: a golden jubilee 3 Nov
1979 St Finian Church, Karoonda, SA (1979)
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Uniting Church, Karoonda

KAR05

LOCATION:
Address:

Peake Street, Karoonda
District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray

Land Description:

Lot 58

Certificate of Title:

5206/663

OWNER:

Uniting Church in Australia Property Trust

Hundred ofMarmon Jabuk

PO Box 86, Karoonda 5307

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

9716/1
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Uniting Church, Karoonda

PLACE NO.:

KAR05

DESCRIPTION:
A finely detailed random limestone rubble church, ruled in imitation of ashlar, with
back quoins, sills and lancet windows. Steeply pitched roof, with projecting front
porch and rear additions.

IDSTORY:
The first Methodist service in the area was conducted at Wynarka Bore on 8th October
1911. In June 1912 a home missionary was appointed to serve the areas opened up by
the new railway. From August in that year, weekly services were held at Karoonda
and the missionary took up residence there in 1916.
In 1921 it was decided to purchase land for the erection of a manse and church. This
land was sold in 1925 and the current site purchased. The block was cleared by the
parishioners. The church was erected by F. Jenkins Ltd for £580. Some of the stone
was supplied by locals, whilst some was purchased. The foundation stone was laid on
8th May 1925 and the church was opened on 20th September that year.
In 1926 a timber and iron room, measuring 14 feet x 12 feet, was added at the rear of
the church. Electric lighting was installed in the early 1930s and between 1935 and
1940 a stone hall was added to the rear of the church. In 1959 a cement brick kitchen
was added to replace the former iron kitchen.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important example of the influence of Methodism in the social fabric of the town
and district, and of a church constructed from the local stone.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it represents the status and activity ofMethodists in the development of the
community

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques which are
representative of the local area

REFERENCES:
Jones, A Karoonda East Murray: a history to 1986 District Council ofKaroonda East
Murray, Karoonda, SA (1986) pages 604- 611
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: All Hallows Anglican Church, Karoonda

KAR06

LOCATION:
Address:

Peake Street, Karoonda
District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray

Land Description:

Lot 34

Certificate of Title:

1048/188

OWNER:

Synod Diocese Murray Anglican Church

Hundred of Marmon Jabuk

C/- St John's Rectory, Allen Street, Meningie 5264

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

9721133
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: All Hallows Anglican Church, Karoonda

PLACE NO.:

KAR06

DESCRIPTION:
A simple, random limestone rubble church with projecting side porch.
Steep
corrugated iron roof with gable front containing paired lancet windows, one
elaborately glazed with leadlight.

IDSTORY:
The Anglicans of Karoonda were initially served by a priest based at Murray Bridge.
In 1915, in response to the rapidly increasing population, priests were sent from Tailem
Bend to minister to the outlying regions, including Karoonda.
On 25th May 1915 local members of the Church of England met to discuss various
matters including the building of a church. A committee was elected to plan the
church. It was not, however, untill926 that the church was erected.
The foundation stone of All Hallows Church of England was laid on 11th February
1926. The completed stone and brick building was dedicated on 20th July 1926. No
extensions or structural alterations have been made to the building since that time.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important example of the influence of Anglicanism in the social fabric of the town
and district and of a church constructed from the local stone.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it represents the influence of Anglicanism in the development of the
community

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives oflocal residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques which are
representative of the local area

REFERENCES:
Jones, A Karoonda East Murray: a history to 1986 District Council ofKaroonda East
Murray, Karoonda, SA (1986) pages 616- 619
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Area School, Karoonda

KAR07

LOCATION:
Address:

North Terrace, Karoonda
District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray

Land Description:

Section 138

Certificate of Title:

3584/183

OWNER:

Minister for Education Children Services &
Training

Hundred of Marmon Jabuk

31 Flinders Street, Adelaide 5000

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

9716/2
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Area School, Karoonda

PLACE NO.:

KAR07

DESCRIPTION:
A large school building in the typical style of educational buildings of the period
constructed from limestone with brick quoins and a hipped corrugated iron roof Tall
windows in groups. Tall ornamental brick chimneys.

ffiSTORY:
The Karoonda School opened in the Institute Building on 18th January 1915 with one
teacher and 13 pupils. On 12th January 1917 a contract was signed for the erection of
a school building and residence. The single classroom, with attached iron shelter shed,
was constructed separately from the residence for the head teacher. Although already
in use, the new school was officially opened on 18th December 1917.
In 1928 the school building was extended with the addition of another classroom of the
same size and design, and built of the same materials, being added to the eastern end.
A timber and iron structure north ofthe classroom was also added.

During the 1920's, a second teacher was appointed to Karoonda School. This two
roomed school proved adequate until 1940 when the first area school in the state was
established at Karoonda. The considerably enlarged area school continued to use the
previously existing classroom building.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important public building which has played an integral . part in the lives and
education of much ofthe local community.
RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
its representation of the education and development of the town and community

(b)

it represents ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives oflocal residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques which exemplify
educational architecture in rural areas

REFERENCES:
Jones, A Karoonda East Murray: a history to 1986 District Council ofKaroonda East
Murray, Karoonda, SA (1986) pages 472 - 473 & 585- 596
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: St John's Lutheran Church, Karoonda

PLACE NO.:

KAR08

LOCATION:
Address:

Cnr Railway Terrace & East Terrace, Karoonda
District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray

Land Description:

Hundred ofMarmon Jabuk

Certificate of Title:

n/a

OWNER:

StJohn's Lutheran Church
Karoonda 5307

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

Z/10
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: StJohn's Lutheran Church, Karoonda

PLACE NO.:

KAR08

DESCRIPTION:
A simple church building constructed of limestone rubble with lancet windows, gable
ends and front porch, and corrogated iron roof. A contemporary cream brick belltower
has been constructed to one side of the front.

IDSTORY:
StJohn's Lutheran Congregation was formed at Karoonda on 9th september 1917 with
12 members. The first services were held in private homes.
In 1927 the congregation decided to erect a church and the current site was chosen.
The foundation stone was laid by Pastor Kriewaldt on 20th November 1927. The
completed building was opened on 25th March the following year.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important example of the reach and influence of Lutheranism in the settlement and
development ofKaroonda township and district.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in its representation of the influence ofLutheranism in the settlement
and development of the town and district

(b)

it represents customs that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

REFERENCES:
Jones, A Karoonda East Murray: a history to 1986 District Council ofKaroonda East
Murray, Karoonda, SA (1986) pages 621-622
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Former Institute, Borrika

KAR09

LOCATION:
Address:

Railway Street, Borrika
District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray

Land Description:

Lot 12

Certificate of Title:

1020/63

OWNER:

District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray

Hundred of Wilson

PO Box 58, Karoonda 5307

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

1/4
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Institute, Borrika

PLACE NO.:

KAR09

DESCRIPTION:
A single storey sandstone building with brick quoins to windows and doors and a
hipped corrugated iron roof, surrounded by a stand of mature gums. Behind the stone
building is a single storey corrugated iron, one roomed building with an external brick
chimney and fireplace.

IDSTORY:
The town ofBorrika was gazetted on 2nd April1914. A site on the corner of the main
road and Third Street was gazetted an Institute site on 11th June 1914. The
community proceeded with the erection of a corrugated iron building, measuring 30
feet x 15 feet, on this site. The hall was built by local settlers, including four who were
carpenters. The hall was used for a variety of community and social functions,
including church services, dances and as a school.
By 1924 a larger hall was required. The original hall was moved back from the main
road about 60 feet and a new hall erected in front of it.
The foundation stone of the new hall was laid on 25th March 1925. The hall was
formally opened late that same year. The hall was constructed oflocally quarried stone
with brick quoins. The masonry contractor was Mr Ellis, while local farmers, Charlie
and Jack Wardley, erected the roof
The old hall continued to be used as a school until 1926. The new hall provided the
usual community services. A cement brick kitchen was added to the rear of the old
building after the Second World War.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Represents the growth and reach of the Institute movement and its important place in
the education and development of the town and district.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it represents the role, spread and influence of the Institute movement in the
life of the community

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Institute, Borrika

PLACE NO.:

KAR09

REFERENCES:

Jones, A Karoonda East Murray: a history to 1986 District Council ofKaroonda East
Murray, Karoonda, SA (1986) pages 155- 157
Tonkin, C.H.A The Story of Borrika .H.A. Tonkin, Marion, SA (1977) pages 43- 44
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Community Hall, Sandalwood

PLACE NO.:

KARl 0

LOCATION:
Address:

Railway Terrace, Sandalwood
District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray

Land Description:

Lots 1 & 2

Certificate of Title:

1202/70

OWNER:

Sandalwood Recreation Association

Hundred of McPherson

Sandalwood 5309

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

C 1/20
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Community Hall, Sandalwood

PLACE NO.:

KARl 0

DESCRIPTION:
A roughly coursed limestone rubble building with brick window and comer quoins,
hipped corrugated roof with gabled ridge vents. Later additions to front and rear in
unsympathetic concrete block style.

IDSTORY:
Despite two allotments being gazetted as Institute sites in 1914 and 1918, the local
Sandalwood community decided to establish a community hall without the obligation
to maintain a public library and reading room.
In 1921 the site was donated by Mrs Oakeshott and fundraising began in earnest.
Building began towards the end of the following year. The stone walls were erected
under the supervision of Mr F.G. Kleingunther, a farmer with some building
experience. A local farmer, a blacksmith by trade, Mr T.W. Wattchow, made the
ironwork from old farm machinery. Mr Cobber Cairns, a local farmer skilled in
carpentry, undertook the timberwork and roof
The single roomed hall measured 45 feet 6 inches x 30 feet 6 inches. At the rear was a
timber and iron lean-to kitchen. There was no stage nor porch.
The hall was opened on 14th November 1923 . It was used for community meetings,
social functions and church services. Unusually, it was never used as a school.
Sandalwood was the only town which had a school before a hall.
In 1926 a ceiling and stage were erected. In 1938, the Hall Committee being in severe
financial difficulties, the hall was sold to the District Council of East Murray. The hall
was repurchased in May 1951 .
In 1957 the timber and iron kitchen was enlarged. Electricity was connected the
following year. In 1972 the rear kitchen was demolished and replaced by a larger
cement brick structure. A large foyer was added to the front at the same time.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An example of local construction techniques and materials, and of the means by which
a sense of community was achieved in a sparsely populated rural area.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it is a physical manifestation of the existence of its community

(b)

it represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Community Hall, Sandalwood

PLACE NO.:

KAR10

REFERENCES:
Jones, A. Karoonda East Murray: a history to 1986 District Council ofKaroonda East
Murray, Karoonda, SA (1986) pages 173 - 178
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Shop/Residence, Sandalwood

PLACE NO.:

KAR11

LOCATION:
Address:

Railway Terrace, Sandalwood
District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray

Land Description:

Lot 5

Certificate of Title:

1231/79

OWNER:

HR. & S.B. Kerley

Hundred ofMcPherson

Sandalwood 5309

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

C 1121
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Shop/Residence, Sandalwood

PLACE NO.:

KAR11

DESCRIPTION:
A substantial shop residence constructed of roughly coursed random limestone with
brick window and comer quoins. The protecting gable fronted shop has large
windows and a timber stall board with a skillion verandah and corrugated iron gable.
The residence has a concave verandah with timber posts.

IDSTORY:
The store is on a site of one of only four lots purchased at the initial sale of the
Sandalwood allotments in 1914. Immediately a stone store and residence building was
erected by Mr Albert Lovell. Attached to the side of the store was a timber and iron
lean to, part of which was used for storage and part as a post office.
The store was closed in 1919 and reopened in 1922. Alterations and extensions were
made including a new shopfront and timber and iron storerooms to the northern side of
the building. Stone additions to the back of the northern side were made in about
1926.
Between 1930 and 1946 Sandalwood had two stores. In that year the owner of the
second store purchased the original store and conducted the sole business from these
premises.
Trade declined considerably during the 1960s and the store finally closed in 1974.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

An important reminder of the traditional shop/residence building type, typical of rural
townships, and of their integral role in the development of a township.
RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in its representation of a now largely redundant building type once
crucial to the development of the township

(b)

it represents customs or ways of life that were characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

REFERENCES:
Jones, A Karoonda East Murray: a history to 1986 District Council ofKaroonda East
Murray, Karoonda, SA (1986) pages 172-173 & 178- 181
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former East Murray Council Chambers, Halidon PLACE NO.:

KAR12

LOCATION:
Address:

Braithwaite Terrace, Halidon
District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray

Land Description:

Lot 201

Certificate of Title:

1501/40

OWNER:

District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray

Hundred ofMcPherson

PO Box 58, Karoonda 5307

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

Cl/9
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former East Murray Council Chambers, Halidon PLACE NO.:

KAR12

DESCRIPTION:
The former offices of the District Council ofEast Murray. A random limestone rubble
brick quoined building with hip and gable corrugated iron roof, ornamental window
hoods and a small verandah/porch, constructed in 1933 .

IDSTORY:
The District Council of East Murray was formed in 1923 . On 19th July of that year,
Allotment 18 at the northern end of the town was gazetted as the site for a council
chamber. A timber and iron building, measuring 15 feet square, was erected for the
use of the clerk as his office and the council for meetings.
During the early 1930s, the council was considering building more substantial offices.
It was decided that an area of rising ground just north of the school would be a more
suitable site. In 1933 this land was dedicated for council purposes and a new council
chamber erected. The new building was constructed of stone and brick.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
A reminder of the role of local government in the settlement and development of the
district and a good representative example of the Municipal building style in rural
areas.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
its representation of the patterns of settlement and development of the district

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques of significance to
the local area as one of the few Council Office buildings in the Murray Mallee

(f)

it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Jones, A Karoonda East Murray: a history to 1986 District Council ofKaroonda East
Murray, Karoonda, SA (1986) page 194
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Water Tank, Mindarie

KAR13

LOCATION:
Address:

Railway Reserve, Mindarie
District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray

Land Description:

Hundred ofMindarie

Certificate of Title:

n/a

OWNER:

Unknown

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

C2/2
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Water Tank, Mindarie

PLACE NO.:

KAR13

DESCRIPTION:
A concrete water tower with enlarged circular tank above and steel access ladder in the
typical style. Situated in the railway precinct adjacent the railway line.

IDSTORY:
When the plans for the Brown's Well railway were prepared in 1912, it was proposed
to locate a siding at Crecy Bore. The name was officially changed to Mindarie on 27th
July 1914.
The existing water arrangements were replaced in 1916 with a 25,000 gallon
reinforced concrete overhead tank near the bore site. The bore, some 270 feet deep
and 8 inches in diameter, was sunk in early 1917. The water available at Mindarie was
of better quality than that at Karoonda and engine drivers preferred to use it if possible.
When steam engines were replaced by diesel in the late 1960s, the bore and water
tower were no longer needed for railway purposes. The railways continued to
maintain the bore and pumping plant. The storekeeper purchased water for his use,
while the school residence and several other houses were also connected to his
pipeline. In 1983 the storekeeper installed an electric pump to replace the oil engine
which had pumped water since 1917.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
A tangible reminder of the dependence of the town and district on the railway and of
both on the limited availability ofwater.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays an economic theme of importance to the local area, namely, the high
dependence of the district on water for its settlement and development

(f)

it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Jones, A Karoonda East Murray: a history to 1986 District Council ofKaroonda East
Murray, Karoonda, SA (1986) pages 64- 65 & 215- 216
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Schoolhouse, Mindarie

PLACE NO.:

KAR14

LOCATION:
Address:

Mindarie
District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray

Land Description:

Hundred ofMindarie

Certificate of Title:

n!a

OWNER:

Unknown

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

BWl/2
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Schoolhouse, Mindarie

PLACE NO.:

K.AR14

DESCRIPTION:
A limestone rubble brick quoined school building with a hipped corrugated iron roof
and gabled ridge vents, extending to form a rear verandah, partly enclosed with
corrugated iron. Constructed in 1929.

IDSTORY:
When two acres ofland were set aside at the site for a school in the 1914 town survey,
the site was, in keeping with standard practice, located as far as practicable from the
railway. School commenced in the Institute Hall on 9th October 1916. Low
attendances forced it to close on 31st March 1918 although it reopened on 1st July
that same year. By 1926 the average attendance was 22 and serious consideration was
given to the construction of a school building.
The gazetted site was considered unsuitable and portion of the park lands, although
closer to the railway, was the preferred site.
The school building was erected in 1929. In 1940 a weatherboard teachers residence
was erected on the site. The school closed on 21st April 1944 when it was
consolidated with Halidon School. The Mindarie School reopened on 9th February
1954 but finally closed in 1966 when the East Murray Area School opened.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
A typically small schoolhouse exemplifying the institutional approach to education in
rural communities and which played an integral part in the lives and education of much
of the local community.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in that it represents the nature and form of education in the town and
district

(b)

it represents ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives oflocal residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques which are typical of
rural schoolhouses in the region and is of significance to the local area

(f)

it is a notable landmark in the area
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Schoolhouse, Mindarie

PLACE NO.:

KAR14

REFERENCES:
Jones, A Karoonda East Murray: a history to 1986 District Council ofKaroonda East
Murray, Karoonda, SA (1986) pages 220 - 223
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Simpson's Hotel, Wanbi

KARlS

LOCATION:
Address:

Railway Terrace, Wanbi
District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray

Land Description:

Lots 14-20

Certificate of Title:

5452/218

OWNER:

E.J. Simpson

Hundred ofMindarie

PO Box 1127, Loxton 5333

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

C2/5
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Simpson's Hotel, Wanbi

PLACE NO.:

KARlS

DESCRIPTION:
A substantial two storey stone hotel with brick quoined windows and doors, hipped
roof and a two storey verandah balcony extending across the front . Timber balustrade
and posts.

IDSTORY:
The hotel was constructed in 1931 for Mrs Ellen Barnes, the licensee and lessee of the
Karoonda Hotel. It was built by Mr W. Chapel for the sum of £3,000. The hotel was
opened in 1932 by Mr Eric Tolley.
This was the only licensed hotel in the former District Council of East Murray and its
nearest competitors were at Loxton and Karoonda. When opened, the hotel had a
swimming pool at the rear. It was one of the few two storeyed buildings in the Mallee
region and, to our knowledge, the only one outside of the three major towns.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
A large hotel building whose size and architectural style indicate its important place
and role within the community and district.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it was a centre of community life and fellowship in a sparsely settled rural
area

(b)

it represents customs that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives oflocal residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques of significance to
the local area for its scale and style and use oflocal building materials

(f)

it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Jones, A Karoonda East Murray: a history to 1986 District Council ofKaroonda East
Murray, Karoonda, SA (1986) pages 239- 240
Road, J.L. Hotels and Publicans in South Australia Australian Hotels Association,
Adelaide, SA (1986) page 659
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Community Hall, Wanbi

KAR16

LOCATION:
Address:

Government Road, W anbi
District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray

Land Description:

Lot 8

Certificate of Title:

1024/167

OWNER:

W anbi Hall Inc

Hundred ofMindarie

Wanbi5310

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

C2/4
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Community Hall, Wanbi

PLACE NO.:

KAR16

DESCRIPTION:
A random limestone hall building with brick quoins and a pedimented front with central
entrance door. Corrugated iron roof with gabled ridge vents and finials. A smaller
stone building to the rear with gabled stone ends is connected to the back of the main
hall with a corrugated iron enclosure.

HISTORY:
The Wanbi town allotments were surveyed in March 1914. At the request of the
Wanbi Progressive Association, formed in February 1914, a comer allotment facing
Railway Terrace, was gazetted in August 1914 as the site for the Institute Hall.
The following year worked commenced on the new hall. Local settlers raised and
carted the stone, burnt the lime, carted sand and water and undertook the carpentry
work. Only the masonry work, contracted to Mr F. Taylor, was to be paid for.
The hall was opened on 26th May 1915 . It measured 25 feet x 18 feet. Wails were of
stone and a fireplace was installed to comply with Education Department regulations
concerning buildings rented for schools. School was opened in the hall on 11th
October 1915.
On 7th February 1925 the foundation stone of a new hall was laid. It was built facing
Railway Terrace, only 4 feet from the side wall of the original hall. The new hall was
opened in late 1925.
In 1952 electric lighting was installed and in 1972, the two halls were connected. The
Instituted disbanded in the mid 1970s and a hall committee took over the management
of the hall.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An example of the place and pivotal role of the community hall in providing a sense of
fellowship in a sparsely populated area.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it is a physical manifestation of the existence of its community

(b)

it represents ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Community Hall, Wanbi

PLACE NO.:

KAR16

REFERENCES:

Jones, A Karoonda East Murray: a history to 1986 District Council ofKaroonda East
Murray, Karoonda, SA (1986) pages 231 - 234 & 236- 237
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Schoolhouse, Wanbi

PLACE NO.:

KAR17

LOCATION:
Address:

Wanbi
District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray

Land Description:

Hundred ofMindarie

Certificate of Title:

n/a

OWNER:

Unknown

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

BWl/4

MURRAY MALLEE HERITAGE SURVEY (1998)

A. & P. KLOEDEN

BRUCE HARRY & AsSOCIATES

242
Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Schoolhouse, Wanbi

PLACE NO.:

KAR17

DESCRIPTION:
A finely constructed ashlar limestone school building in the typical style of the period
with limestone window mullions, tall windows, a hipped corrugated iron roof with
gabled ridge vents, and corrugated iron skillion roof extensions to two sides.

IDSTORY:
The Wanbi School was opened in the Institute Hall on 11th October 1915. When the
new hall opened in 1925, the school remained in the old hall. By that time average
attendance was 22 and the hall was becoming inadequate. The following year there
were 42 children enrolled at the school and approval was given for the construction of
a school building.
In September 1926 a contract for the new school building was let to F. Fricker Bros.
The original site reserved for a school in 1914 was, by 1926, considered too remote
from the occupied part of the town and a more convenient site was proposed.
The schoolroom measured 24 feet square and was constructed of Mount Gambier
stone. A timber and iron extension, measuring 18 feet x 10 feet, was constructed on
the western end. A teachers residence was built in February 1939.
The school closed in 1966, after which date pupils were taken by bus to East Murray
Area School. The school building was subsequently used by the Methodist Church.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
A fine example of a rural schoolhouse, and the institutional approach to education in
rural communities. It has played an integral part in the lives and education of much of
the community.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it represents the nature and form of education in the town

(b)

it represents ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays aesthetic merit, design characteristics and construction techniques of
significance to the local area in that it is an unusually fine example of a rural
schoolhouse
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Schoolhouse, Wanbi

PLACE NO.:

KARI7

REFERENCES:

Jones, A Karoonda East Murray: a history to 1986 District Council ofKaroonda East
Murray, Karoonda, SA (1986) pages 234, 237-238 & 242- 243
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Community Hall, Mantung

KAR18

LOCATION:
Address:

Gordon Street, Mantung
District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray

Land Description:

Lot 41

Certificate of Title:

5242/702

OWNER:

Mantung Hall Inc

Hundred ofMantung

Galga 5308

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

C2/14
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Community Hall, Mantung

PLACE NO.:

KAR18

DESCRIPTION:
A substantial random limestone hall with brick quoining and a corrugated iron roof
with stone gable ends. Front elevation has central solid door with fanlight, orial
Later
window opening above, and ornamental timber gablework with finial.
unsympathetic additions to side, front, and rear in concrete blockwork.

HISTORY:
Mantung, formally proclaimed in June 1915, became the largest siding between
Karoonda and W aikerie. Planning for a community hall began with a public meeting in
March 1914, more than a year before the town was established. A committee was
established and pressure exerted for the survey of the town and dedication of a site for
an Institute.
In October 1915 a site was approved and gazetted. The site was subsequently altered
and the current site gazetted on 20th January 1915. Although granted as an institute
site, no Institute was ever formed. Initially the hall was known as the Mantung
Railway Hall, but later simply Mantung Hall.
The hall, measuring 38 feet 6 inches x 28 feet 6 inches was completed in September
1920. Much ofthe material and labour was supplied by local residents. The hall had
no ceiling and was lit by kerosene lamps. It was valued for insurance purposes at
£500.
The hall was used as a school and the Education Department gave a loan of £250 on
security of the building towards the costs. This loan was finally repaid in December
1944.
In 1924 a plaster ceiling was installed and the stage and wings enclosed. The internal
walls were plastered in January 1927. A fireplace was added to the eastern side wall of
the hall in 1928 and electricity supplied to the hall in 1952.
A supper room, measuring 30 feet x 16 feet 6 inches, was added in October 1954. A
large room was added to the eastern side of the hall in 1973 . The hall was further
extended in 1970.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An example of the role and pivotal place of the community hall in providing a sense of

fellowship in a sparsely populated district.
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Community Hall, Mantung

PLACE NO.:

KAR18

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it is a physical manifestation of the existence of its community

(b)

it represents ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives oflocal residents

REFERENCES:
Jones, A Karoonda East Murray: a history to 1986 District Council ofKaroonda East
Murray, Karoonda, SA (1986) pages 341, 347- 349, 351 - 352 & 354
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Community Hall, Mercunda

PLACE NO.:

KAR20

LOCATION:
Address:

Stokes Terrace, Mercunda
District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray

Land Description:

Lots 8 & 17

Certificate of Title:

1092/16

OWNER:

Mercunda Hall Inc

Hundred ofBakara

Mercunda 5308

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

BW1/22
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Community Hall, Mercunda

PLACE NO.:

KAR20

DESCRIPTION:
A random limestone hall with brick quoins and a square brick parapet and pediment to
the front and a recessed door entry. Hipped corrugated iron roof with gable ridge
vents constructed 1920. A small stone extension has been added to the rear.

IDSTORY:
The town of Mercunda, formerly known as Mattala, was formally proclaimed on 5th
August 1915. In 1921, a stone and brick hall, measuring 50 feet x 26 feet was erected
at a cost of approximately £1,000. The Mercunda Hall was the largest of the original
halls erected in the area and, as such, was very popular for dances and balls. It had a
full width stage at the front but no rooms at the back.
In 1935, a stone supper room was added to the rear of the hall. The stage was
removed and a new floor installed in the main hall. Later a stage, measuring 13 feet x
8 feet x 2 feet high, was erected.
Electricity was connected to the hall in 1941 . When ETSA power was connected to
Mercunda in 1968, the hall was so little used that it was not connected. In 1947 the
supper room was extended and in similar stone.
The hall was used for a variety of community purposes including a school, religious
services, public meetings and social functions .

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An example of the role and pivotal place of the community hall in providing a sense of
fellowship in a sparsely populated district.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it is a manifestation of the existence of its community

(b)

it represents ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

REFERENCES:
Jones, A Karoonda East Murray: a history to 1986 District Council ofKaroonda East
Murray, Karoonda, SA (1986) pages 333- 337
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Lutheran Church, via Bakara

KAR22

LOCATION:
Address:

Bakara Road approx 2km north/east ofNildottie
Well
District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray

Land Description:

Lot 3

Certificate of Title:

863/55

OWNER:

A Goodwin

Section lL

Hundred ofBakara

PO Box 362, Glenside 5065

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

119
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Lutheran Church, via Bakara

PLACE NO.:

KAR22

DESCRIPTION:
A simple stone church in an isolated setting with brick quoined lancet windows and
doors. Simple pitched corrugated iron roof. Constructed of random limestone rubble.
The rear vestry is probably a later addition.

IDS TORY:
Many of the early settlers in the Hundred of Bakara were of German descent. Initially
they attended the Evangelical Lutheran Church at Nildottie on the River Murray.
Some services were held in private homes in the vicinity of the Nildottie Well.
In 1908, 1% acres of land, approximately one mile north east of the Nildottie Well, was
donated by Mr John Noske as a site for a church. Stone was quarried on nearby
properties and carted to the site by members of the congregation. There the building
was erected by the contractor, Jenkin Bros. The foundation stone was laid in 1909 and
the church opened on 24th February 1910.

A Lutheran day school was conducted in the church building between 1911 and 1914.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
One of the earliest churches built in the district, at the limits of the German settler
movement east from the Barossa Valley and the Eastern Plains.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in that it is representative of the influence ofLutheranism in the early
settlement and development of the district

(b)

it represents customs that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

REFERENCES:
Jones, A Karoonda East Murray: a history to 1986 District Council ofKaroonda East
Murray, Karoonda, SA (1986) pages 326- 327
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Lutheran Cemetery, via Bakara

PLACE NO.:

KAR23

LOCATION:
Address:

Bakara Road, 1km north east ofNildottie Well
District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray

Land Description:

Section 10F

Certificate of Title:

6501199

OWNER:

District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray

Hundred ofBakara

PO Box 58, Karoonda 5307

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

1/10
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Lutheran Cemetery, via Bakara

PLACE NO.:

KAR23

DESCRIPTION:
A small cemetery in an isolated location containing several carved marble headstones
of early German settlers, and some cast and wrought iron grave surrounds.

HISTORY:
This small Lutheran cemetery was managed by and closely connected with the local
Lutheran Church.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
A tangible record of the district's settlement by settlers of German origin, their early
lifestyles and hardships.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it records the families that settled and opened up the district and the
hardships they faced

(f)

it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
South Australian Genealogy and Heraldry Society Inc. Cemetery Index
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Cemetery, Galga

KAR24

LOCATION:
Address:

Mindarie Road 3 km east of Galga
District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray

Land Description:

Hundred ofBakara

Certificate of Title:

nla

OWNER:

District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray
PO Box 58, Karoonda 5307

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

Z/6
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Cemetery, Galga

PLACE NO.:

KAR24

DESCRIPTION:
A small cemetery in an isolated location containing the substantial monuments and
marble grave stones of early settler families.

HISTORY:
The first recorded burial in the Galga Cemetery was that of Johann Friedrich Wilhelm
Andriske on 7th August 1926. He was aged 68 years 11 months.
Those buried here were predominently of German heritage and only one child was
buried up to 1980.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
A tangible record of the town and district settlement by settlers of German origin, their
early lifestyles and hardships.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it records the families that settled and opened up the town and district

(t)

it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
South Australian Genealogy and Heraldry Society Inc. Cemetery Index
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Turner Well, via Kalyan

KAR25

LOCATION:
Address:

approx 7km north east of Kalyan
District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray

Land Description:

Section 96

Certificate of Title:

n/a

OWNER:

Unknown

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

Cl/17

Hundred of Vincent
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Turner Well, via Kalyan

PLACE NO.:

KAR25

DESCRIPTION:
A substantial stone complex of wells, water tanks and small cottage indicating a
substantial early water resource. No longer in use.

IDSTORY:
Murray Mallee land was first taken up on pastoral leases in the late 1850s. Initially
land was taken up close to the precious water of the River Murray. Later, sinking
wells as they went, the pastoralists moved deeper into the Mallee.
Turner Well was sunk on Chucka Bend Station in 1877. Water was reached at 118
feet, making this one of the shallower wells. The top 31 feet of the well was timbered
with round pine. A steam engine powered the pump which pumped water to a 21,213
gallon masonry tank, measuring approximately 23 feet square x 6 feet high. The tank
walls were 42 inches thick at the bottom and 30 inches at the top. Stock was watered
from masonry troughs extending some 134 feet north and 127 feet 6 inches south of
the tank. These troughs were 4 feet 4 inches wide at the top and 15 inches deep.
A three roomed stone hut was erected near the well between 1877 and 1881.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important reminder of the dependence upon ground water in opening up the district

for farming, and one of the larger examples of a well complex in the area.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and economic themes that are of importance to the local
area in that it is representative of the dependence upon wells for the settlement
and development of the district

(b)

it represents ways oflife that were characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques of significance to
the local area as an unusually large example of an isolated well complex

REFERENCES:
Jones, A Karoonda East Murray: a history to 1986 District Council ofKaroonda East
Murray, Karoonda, SA (1986) page 17
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Community Hall, Kalyan

PLACE NO.:

KAR26

LOCATION:
Address:

Kalyan
District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray

Land Description:

Section 87

Hundred of Vincent

Certificate of Title:

1419/128

OWNER:

District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray
PO Box 58, Karoonda 5307

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

Cl/16

MURRAY MALLEE HERITAGE SURVEY ( 1998)

A & P. KLOEDEN

BRUCE HARRY & AsSOCIATES

260
Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Community Hall, Kalyan

PLACE NO.:

KAR26

DESCRIPTION:
A random rubble hall building with hipped corrugated iron roof and gable vents. Stone
quoins. Situated some distance from the road adjacent the former Kalyan railway
siding. No longer in use.

IDSTORY:
Although 540 acres was reserved for town purposes around the Kalyan siding in 1914,
the town was not surveyed at that time. In 1923 the District Council of Karoonda
supported the local residents in their request for the survey of a town at the siding.
The Surveyor General refused the request but was agreeable to surveying a site for an
Institute and recreation grounds.
A large stone hall, measuring 30 feet x 40 feet, with two cloakrooms 10 feet square at
the front, was erected on the Institute site in about 1929. There was no fireplace in the
main hall although each cloakroom had a comer fireplace.
The hall was used for a school from 8th May 1932 until 29th March 1952. The hall
was last used in the late 1960s.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important example of the place and pivotal role of the community hall in providing

a sense of fellowship in isolated and sparsely populated areas.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it is a physical manifestation of the existence of its community

(b)

it represents ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

REFERENCES:
Jones, A Karoonda East Murray: a history to 1986 District Council ofKaroonda East
Murray, Karoonda, SA (1986) pages 271 - 275 .
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Perponda

PLACE NO.:

KAR27

LOCATION:
Address:

Pulleine Street, Perponda
District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray

Land Description:

Lot 18

Certificate of Title:

5205/6

OWNER:

G.D . & K.J. Elliott

Hundred of Vincent

PO Box 1243, Murray Bridge 5253

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

Cl/13
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Perponda

PLACE NO.:

KAR27

DESCRIPTION:
A simple random rubble church building with brick quoins, lancet windows and front
entrance door set into a gable front. Corrugated iron roof. Steps to front door.
Constructed 1930. No longer in use.

IDSTORY:
The township of Perbonda, a siding on the Karoonda to W aikerie railway line was
surveyed in 1918. A large number of the early settlers were of German descent and
members of the Lutheran faith.
The members of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church of Australia held regular
services in the Perbonda Hall. In 1930 they built Our Redeemer Lutheran Church.
Members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church began services in the Perponda Hall
during the late 1920s. In 1931 they constituted the Bethlehem Congregation. They
continued to worship in the hall until granted permission to use Our Redeemer
Lutheran Church in the 1950s. In 1967 the congregations amalgamated but disbanded
the following year.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important example of a typically humble rural church serving the needs of a small
and isolated parish.
RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it represents the reach and influence ofLutheranism in the development of
the district

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

REFERENCES:
Jones, A Karoonda East Murray: a history to 1986 District Council ofKaroonda East
Murray, Karoonda, SA (1986) pages 266-267 & 623
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Railway Station, Karoonda

PLACE NO.:

KAR28

LOCATION:
Address:

Railway Terrace, Karoonda
District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray

Land Description:

Hundred of Marmon Jabuk

Certificate of Title:

n/a

OWNER:

District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray
PO Box 58, Karoonda 5307

State Heritage Status:

Rejected 2 Jun 1995

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

Z/8

HAS File No.: 14716
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Railway Station, Karoonda

PLACE NO.:

KAR28

DESCRIPTION:
The railway reserve contains a number of historic accoutrements associated with the
former passenger railway station at Karoonda including a raised platform and the
remains of a simple station building with overhanging roof to form verandahs on all
sides. Few associated elements of the historic railway station remain.

IDSTORY:
The railways were instrumental in the development of the Karoonda district and town.
The railway reached karoonda in May 1912 and the station opened in January 1913
with a porter in charge. The first stationmaster took up duties in July 1918.
The station was upgraded with the addition of permanent refreshment rooms in August
1914, sheep yards in November 1914 and the erection of a station office and passenger
waiting room in 1916. New refreshment rooms were constructed in 1928. They ceased
operations in 1963 .
Many of the peripheral buildings have since been demolished or removed as passenger
services ceased and road transport took much of the business from the railways.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
A visual reminder of the important place of the railway in the establishment and life of
the town and district.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to an understanding
of the settlement and growth of the town and district

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives oflocal residents

(f)

it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Jones, A. Karoonda East Murray: a history to 1986 District Council ofKaroonda East
Murray, Karoonda, SA (1986) pages 534-539
Donovan & Associates Railway Heritage of South Australia National Trust of South
Australia, Adelaide, SA (1992)
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8.3 DISTRICT COUNCIL OF RENMARK PARINGA

Places of local heritage value within the District Council of Renmark Paringa part of
the survey area are:
Place Name

Place No

•

RENO I

Former Schoolhouse, Pinefield

MURRAY MALI.EE HERITAGE SURVEY ( 1998)

A. & P. KLOEDEN

BRUCE HARRY & AsSOCIATES

266

MURRAY MALLEE HERITAGE SURVEY ( 1998)

A. & P. KLOEDEN

BRUCE HARRY & AsSOCIATES

267

8.3.1 Location Map- District Council of Renmark Paringa
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Schoolhouse, Pinefield

PLACE NO.:

RENOI

LOCATION:
Address:

Gordon Road, Pinefield
District Council of Renmark Paringa

Land Description:

Hundred of Gordon

Certificate of Title:

n/a

OWNER:

Unknown

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

BWI/14
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Schoolhouse, Pine:field

PLACE NO.:

RENOl

DESCRIPTION:

A small symmetrical schoolhouse built from stone faced precast concrete blocks with
block window and door quoins. The roof is corrugated iron with timber boarded
gables.

IDSTORY:

Constructed 1924.
Very few details concerning this school have been found. A 1929 Souvenir Handbook
for the River District Education Week, indicates the existence and location of the
school. No reference to the school, however, is to be found in the Education Gazette
for this or any other year.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important reminder of the early settlement of the area and an unusual example of a
rural schoolhouse in an isolated location.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:

(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in that it represents the nature and form of education in the district

(b)

it represents ways of life that were characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays construction techniques of significance to the local area as an unusual
use of materials in its construction

REFERENCES:

1929 River District Education Week Souvenir Handbook
Education Gazette, 1900- 1974

MURRAY MALLEE HERITAGE SURVEY ( 1998)

A. & P.

K.LOEDEN

BRUCE HARRY & AsSOCIATES

271

8.4 DISTRICT COUNCIL OF LOXTON WAIKERIE

Places of local heritage value within the District Council of Loxton Waikerie part of
the survey area are:
Place Name

Place No

•

New Well, New Well

LWOl

•

Notts Well (Ruin), Notts Well

LW02

•

Kreuz Kirche, N otts Well

LW03

•

Outbuildings, Notts Well Farm

LW04

•

Community Hall/Former Schoolhouse, Maggea

LWOS

•

StJohn's Lutheran Church, Myrla

LW06

•

Former Community Hall, Caliph

LW09

•

Former Schoolhouse, Pata

LWIO

•

Former Lutheran Church, Nangari

LWll

•

Water Tower, via Loxton

LW12

•

Institute, Taldra

LW13

•

St Martin's Lutheran Church, Bugle Hut

LW14

•

Former Schoolhouse/Institute, Bugle Hut

LW15

•

St John's Lutheran Church, Taplan

LW16

•

Institute, Taplan

LW17

•

Former Schoolhouse, Meribah

LW18

•

Community Hall, Meribah

LW19

•

Lutheran Church, Meribah

LW20

•

Lutheran Sunday School, Meribah

LW21

•

Former Brown's Well Council Chambers, Paruna

LW22

•

St Ailbe's Catholic Church, Paruna

LW23

•

Cemetery, Paruna

LW24

•

Former Shop, Paruna

LW25

•

Anglican Church, Paruna

LW26

•

Former School, Malpas

LW27

•

Community Hall(s), Alawoona

LW28
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•

Former Shop/Residence, Alawoona

LW29

•

Former Schoolhouse, Alawoona

LW30

•

Former Police Station and Cell, Alawoona

LW31

•

Former Lutheran Church, Alawoona

LW32

•

Former Methodist Church and Manse, Alawoona

LW33

•

Cemetery, Alawoona

LW34
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8.4.1 Location Map -District Council ofLoxton Waikeri.
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8. 4. 2 Location Map - Paruna
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8. 4. 3 Location Map - Alawoona
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: New Well, New Well

PLACE NO.:

LWO 1

LOCATION:
Address:

New Well Centre Road, New Well
District Council ofLoxton Waikerie

Land Description:

Section 416

Hundred ofWaikerie

Certificate of Title:

CL 539/86

OWNER:

R.E. & G.J. Collins
New Well, via Blanchetown 5357

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

C2/17
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: New Well, New Well

PLACE NO.:

LW01

DESCRIPTION:

A substantial square stone water tank and well.

IDSTORY:

Murray Mallee land was first taken up on pastoral leases in the late 1850s. Initially
land was taken up close to the precious water of the River Murray. Later, sinking
wells as they went, the pastoralists moved deeper into the Mallee.
New Well was one such well. It was probably sunk in the 1870s. The first settlers
arrived at New Well at about 1909. Most of the water in the area is brackish.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important reminder of the dependence upon ground water in opening up the district
for farming.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:

(a)

it displays historical and economic themes that are of importance to the local
area in that it is representative of the dependence upon wells for the settlement
and develoment of the district

(b)

it represents ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

REFERENCES:

Nunn, J. History of Waikerie: gateway to the River/and Waikerie Historical Society,
Waikerie, SA (1994) pages 153- 157
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Notts Well (Ruin), Notts Well

LW02

LOCATION:
Address:

Notts Well I New Well Road, Notts Well
District Council ofLoxton/Waikerie
Section F4

Land Description:

Lot 1

Certificate of Title:

5361/701

OWNER:

D.R. & A. Mason

Hundred of Paisley

PO Box 704, Waikerie 5330

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

BW2/7
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Notts Well (Ruin), Notts Well

PLACE NO.:

LW02

DESCRIPTION:
The remains of a shallow, rendered stone drinking trough for animals, adjacent the
road.

IDSTORY:
Murray Mallee land was first taken up on pastoral leases in the late 1850s. Initially
land was taken up close to the precious water of the River Murray. Later, sinking
wells as they went, the pastoralists moved deeper into the Mallee.
Notts Well was the centre of the pastoral holdings east of the River and the site of
major cross roads. The well was probably sunk in about 1867.
The first settlers moved into the area in 1895 . At this time there was the well and a
small building some distance away known as the Shepherds Hut. This was a three
roomed pug and pine cottage with a large fireplace in one side. Water was drawn from
the well by a horse drawn whim. In time the settlement extended to include a church,
school and post office.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important reminder of the dependence upon ground water in opening up the district
for farming.
RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and economic themes that are of importance to the local
area in that it is representative of the dependence upon wells for the settlement
and development of the district

(b)

it represents ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

REFERENCES:
Nunn, J. History of Waikerie: gateway to the Riverland Waikerie Historical Society,
Waikerie, SA (1994) pages 154- 156
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Kreuz Kirche, Notts Well

PLACE NO.:

L W03

LOCATION:
Address:

Notts Well I New Well Road, Notts Well
District Council ofLoxton Waikerie

Land Description:

Section 1

Certificate of Title:

1136/155

OWNER:

D .R. & A. Mason

Hundred ofPaisley

PO Box 704, Waikerie 5330

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

BW2/5
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Kreuz Kirche, Notts Well

PLACE NO.:

LW03

DESCRIPTION:
A small timber framed corrugated iron clad church with simple detailing. Corrugated
iron roof with timber barges and finials .

IDSTORY:
Prior to the building of this church, settlers had to travel some 16 miles to Paisley for
church services. In 1911 they constructed their own church, Holy Cross Church. It
was dedicated on 3rd April 1911 . For some years a Lutheran day school was
conducted in the church. This was closed when the government school at Notts Well
opened. Founding families were Grocke, Kalish, Kroshel, Schilling and Wilksch.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
One of the earliest churches built in the district at the limits of the German settler
movement east from the Barossa Valley on the Eastern Plains.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in that it is representative of the influence ofLutheranism in the early
settlement and development of the district

(b)

it represents customs that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques which are
uncommon representative of the utilitarian attitudes of the Lutherans, and
therefore of significance to the local area

REFERENCES:
Nunn, J. History of Waikerie: gateway to the Riverland Waikerie Historical Society,
Waikerie, SA (1994) pages 156
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Outbuildings, Notts Well Farm

LW04

LOCATION:
Address:

Old Kanni Road, Notts Well
District Council ofLoxton Waikerie

Land Description:

Section 223

Certificate of Title:

5419/937

OWNER:

W.J. & F.J. Heppner

Hundred ofWaikerie

PO Box 989, Waikerie 5330

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

5052112
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Outbuildings, Notts Well Farm

PLACE NO.:

LW04

DESCRIPTION:
Stump framed and thatch roofed outbuildings associated with the Notts Well farm
group approximately eight km north east ofNotts Well.

IDSTORY:
The Notts Well area was first settled by farmers in about 1895. The farmers' first task
was the clearing ofland and building of a home and outbuildings.
These outbuildings were probably constructed in the early years of settlement using
stumps gathered from land clearance to build the walls.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
A rare and important vernacular structure from the district's earliest settlement period.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in that it is representative of the hardships of the early period of
settlement and the shortage ofbuilding matertials in the district

(b)

it represents customs or ways oflife that were characteristic of the local area

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques which are now rare
and representative of the early settlement patterns of the local area

REFERENCES:
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Community Hal1/Former Schoolhouse, Maggea

PLACE NO.:

LWOS

LOCATION:
Address:

Cnr Ridgeway Street & Harrington Terrace,
Maggea
District Council of Loxton W aikerie

Land Description:

Lot20

Certificate of Title:

1101/75

OWNER:

L.F., N .S. & L.K. Parker

Hundred of Holder

Cl- N. Smith & C.H. Kirvon, PO Maggea 5308

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

BW2/4
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Community Hall/Former Schoolhouse, Maggea

PLACE NO.:

LW05

DESCRIPTION:
A small random limestone rubble building with brick quoins and a gable fronted
corrugated iron roof Ornamental timber barges and finial. Now part of Vietnam
Veterans settlement.

IDSTORY:
The township of Maggea was surveyed in 1915 . One of the first buildings erected was
the local hall. Built from local limestone with red brick quoins, the building measured
39 feet 10 inches x 19 feet 8 inches. It was constructed by Mr Alf Heppner, assisted
by local settlers. It was completed in 1918.
The local school opened in the hall in 1919 and remained there until it closed in 1967.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An example of the place and pivotal role of the community hall in small rural
settlements, and of the nature and form of education in the local community.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in that it is a physical manifestation of its community and
representative of the approach to their education

(b)

it represents ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

REFERENCES:
Owen, J.S . & Parker, L. Shadows in the Mallee: Maggea and Boo/gun History
Maggea Reunion Committee, Berri, SA (1991) pages 69 and 73- 75
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: St John's Lutheran Church, Myrla

PLACE NO.:

LW06

LOCATION:
Address:

Heinrich Road, Myrla
District Council ofLoxton Waikerie

Land Description:

Section 256

Hundred ofMoorook

Certificate of Title:

1214/121

OWNER:

All Deceased Trustees

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

BW2/2
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: St John's Lutheran Church, Myrla

PLACE NO.:

LW06

DESCRIPTION:
A roughly coursed limestone church with rendered quoins to lancet windows and
doors and timbered gables in the German style. The church has a smaller front porch
with side entrance and verandah and a similar addition at the rear. In the church
grounds is a small cemetery still in use, containing the gravestones of several early
settlers in the district.

IDSTORY:
The Wanbi to Yinkanie railway line, on which Myrla was a siding, was constructed in
1924-25. It was constructed as a light line and remained so until it was closed in 1971
and the tracks taken up.
The large number of German settlers in the area initially met for services at the homes
of the Zibell, Hansen and Schumacher families .
Whilst a decision was made by the congregation, soon after it was formed in 1912, to
build a church, it was not until 1924 that sufficient funds were available to enable the
foundation stone to be laid.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
One of the most substantial Lutheran Churches in the Murray Mallee district outside of
the main river townships, and an important example of the influence of Lutheranism
and the role of German descendents in the settlement of the district.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in its representation of the influence of Lutheranism in the settlement
and development of the district

(b)

it represents customs that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives oflocal residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques representative of its
German descended parish and is therefore of significance to the local area
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: StJohn's Lutheran Church, Myrla

PLACE NO.:

L W06

REFERENCES:

Casson, M.R Loxton: district and town Hawthorn Press, Melbourne, Vic (1972) page
44

Otto, J.A. German Settlers in Loxton: the changing role of language and religion
Thesis B.A. (Hons), University of Adelaide, SA (1973) page 42
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Former Community Hall, Caliph

LW09

LOCATION:
Address:

Wormald Road, Caliph
District Council ofLoxton Waikerie

Land Description:

Lot 8

Certificate of Title:

1475/64

OWNER:

Caliph Hall Inc

Hundred ofMantung

Cl- PO Box 594, Loxton 5333
State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

BW1/15
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Community Hall, Caliph

PLACE NO.:

LW09

DESCRIPTION:
A substantial random limestone rubble hall with brick quoins to windows and doors
and an emphasised plinth with brick stringline. Corrugated iron roof with stone gabled
ends and protecting front eaves with decorated timber gablework in finial . Formerly
associated with nearby railway siding, now removed. Hall no longer in use.

IDSTORY:
The Caliph railway siding came into full operation on 1st February 1925, seven months
before the completion of the Wanbi to Yinkanie line. It was one of nine sidings along
the 31 mile line. Caliph was named after a variety ofwheat.
The first ofthe sidings closed in 1954 and the line was finally closed on 1st November
1971. The tracks have since been taken up.
This substantial hall reflects the importance of the siding as the focus of local
community activities.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An example of the place and pivotal role of the community hall in providing a sense of
fellowship in isolated rural areas.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in that it is a physical manifestation of the existence of its community.

(b)

it represents ways of life that were characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives oflocal residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques which are typical,
and of significance to the local area

REFERENCES:
Jones, A Karoonda East Murray: a history to 1986 District Council ofKaroonda East
Murray, Karoonda, SA (1986), pages 386- 388
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Former Schoolhouse, Pata

LWl 0

LOCATION:
Address:

Evelyn Terrace, Pata
District Council ofLoxton Waikerie

Land Description:

Section 73

Hundred ofPyap

Certificate of Title:

5461/600

OWNER:

G.J. & S.D. Butson
PO Box 648, Loxton 5333

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

BWl/12

MURRAY MALLEE HERITAGE SURVEY { 1998)

A & P. KLOEDEN

BRUCE HARRY & AsSOCIATES

294
Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Schoolhouse, Pata

PLACE NO.:

LW1 0

DESCRIPTION:
A typical rural schoolhouse with rendered walls, tall windows, hipped roof with gabled
ridge vents, and lean-to enclosures on both sides. No longer in use

IDSTORY:
Patta School opened in the hall in April 1918 with 14 pupils. This new school was
opened on 27th March 1927. It was built by Mr J. B. Traeger for approximately
£1 ,300. In 1930 a teachers residence was built for approximately £1,100. The school
closed in 195 5.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Exemplifies the institutional approach to education in rural communities and played an
integral part in the lives of much ofthe local community.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in that it represents the nature and form of education in the district

(b)

it represents ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques which are typical of
rural schoolhouses in the region and is of significance to the local area

REFERENCES:
Beer, G. as told to Read, P . Dust, Sweat and Tears G. Beer, Renmark, SA (1980)
pages 30 and 42
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Lutheran Church, Nangari

LW11

PLACE NO.:

LOCATION:
Address:

Crase Road, Nangari
District Council ofLoxton Waikerie

Land Description:

Lot 127

Hundred ofBookpurnong

Certificate of Title:

3012/107

OWNER:

Estate of G.J. potter
C/- Public Trustree, GPO Box 1338, Adelaide
5001

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

8385/14
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Lutheran Church, Nangari

PLACE NO.:

LWll

DESCRIPTION:
A rendered stone church with lancet windows and doors and rendered quoins.
Corrugated iron roof Emphasised porch, front and side. All walls have subsequently
been rendered over. Now in use as a residence

IDSTORY:
The first church service in the Nangari district was held in the home of Mr Otto
Schulze in late 1914. Local settlers had invited Pastor Applet from Murray Bridge to
conduct the service. Services continued to be held in private homes. The first
congregation was formed in 1918 and given the name ofNangari Trinity Congregation.
The foundation stone of a new church was laid by Pastor Grasber on 28th August
1921. The church was dedicated on 23rd April1922.
In 1938 the roof gable was lowered and in 1951 a porch added. The church was
remodelled completely and a vestry built in 1957. The last church service was held on
16th June 1968.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important example of a rural church in an isolated position serving the needs of a
small parish in a sparsely populated district.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it represents the importance of religion in the development of the community
and district

(b)

it represents customs that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

REFERENCES:
Fogden, M. Where it Forgot to Rain: a story of the Murray Mallee The family of
Murray and Marie Fogden, Nangari, SA (1983) page 39
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Water Tower, via Loxton

PLACE NO.:

LWl2

LOCATION:
Address:

Lachman Road, east of Loxton, 1~ km south of
Fisher Road intersection
District Council of Loxton Waikerie

Land Description:

Section 193

Certificate of Title:

n/a

OWNER:

Minister of Water Resources

Hundred ofBookpurnong

Victoria Square, Adelaide 5000

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

BW1/13
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Water Tower, via Loxton

PLACE NO.:

LW12

DESCRIPTION:
A large reinforced concrete water tower raised on an open frame of reinforced
concrete posts and beams with a steel access ladder. Connected by pipeline to the
Loxton Irrigation Area and the River Murray.

IDSTORY:
The first settlers in the Eastern Mallee region between Paruna and Renmark suffered
from a lack of water. Although many bores were sunk, most of the ·water was too
saline for human or stock consumption.
In 1913 a government scheme to carry water to this region from Loxton was
commenced. A water tower was constructed at Loxton with a capacity of 50,000
gallons. A 10 inch pipeline was laid to the deepest part of the river and connected to
the tower.
The first town to be connected to this river water supply was Noora, situated in a salt
basin three feet below sea level. Mains water arrived there on Christmas Day, 1913.
In 1914 this water tower was constructed at the highest point between the Noora and
Nangari Roads to boost the water pressure. By the end of that year, Nanagari, Bugle
Hut and Taldra were all connected to River Murray water.
A second tower was built on the Taplin Road and in 1915, Taplin and Nadda were
connected to the water system.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An unusually large and detailed rural water tower and important example of attempts
to open up the district by extension of the irrigation system to outlying areas.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and economic themes that are of importance to the local
area in that it is representative of the development of the district through
irrigation from the River Murray

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques wich are unique
and of significance to the local area

(f)

it is a notable landmark in the area
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Water Tower, via Loxton

PLACE NO.:

LW12

REFERENCES:

Fogden, M . Where it Forgot to Rain: a story of the Murray Mallee The family of
Murray and Marie Fogden, Nangari, SA (1983) pages 67- 68
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Institute, Taldra

LW13

LOCATION:
Address:

Railway Terrace, Taldra
District Council ofLoxton Waikerie

Land Description:

Lot 5

Certificate of Title:

1298/126

OWNER:

F.W. Obst

Hundred of Gordon

Unknown address

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

8385/9
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Institute, Taldra

PLACENO.:

LW13

DESCRIPTION:
A limestone rubble hall with brick quoined, arch headed windows and a central front
door, and a half hipped corrugated iron roof. Braced by railway line ties and now in
reduced condition.

HISTORY:
Most of the land in this area was previously owned by the Loxton Farming Company.
In 1916 it was purchased by Mr W.H. Bruce, a financier from Adelaide. He surveyed
25 blocks for shops and residences. He built a store and butcher shop.
The Institute Hall was opened in 1923 by Mr Bruce.
In addition to being used for community meetings and social functions, the hall was
used as the school from its opening until its closure in 1957.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Represents the growth and reach of the Institute movement and its important place in
the education and development of the town and district.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it represents the role, spread and influence of the Institute movement in the
life of the coumrnunity

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

REFERENCES:
Fogden, M. Where it Forgot to Rain: a story of the Murray Mallee The family of
Murray and Marie Fogden, Nangari, SA (1983) pages 29- 32
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: St Martin's Lutheran Church, Bugle Hut

PLACE NO.:

LWl4

LOCATION:
Address:

Obst Road, Bugle Hut
District Council of Loxton Waikerie

Land Description:

Lot 3 3

Certificate of Title:

2650/42

OWNER:

Evangelical Lutheran St Martin's Church

Hundred of Gordon

Bugle Hut

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

8385/10
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: StMartin's Lutheran Church, Bugle Hut

PLACE NO.:

LW14

DESCRIPTION:
A fine design of a small Lutheran Church with high quality sandstone walling, lancet
windows and doors surrounded by rendered quoins, ornamental timber gables and an
emphasised front entry porch, in an isolated location.

IDSTORY:
Originally part of the Book Pumong Station, Bugle Hut was surveyed in 1908. It was
not, however, surveyed as a residential area.
The majority of farmers who moved to the area were of German descent. The first
Lutheran service was conducted on 13th May 1913 in the home ofMr T. Reichstein.
Services continued to be held in private homes until the Institute was built and services
were held there. A building fund was established in 1923 and Mr Jack Handorf
donated land for the site of a new church.
The foundation stone was laid on 18th November 1923. The church was built by Mr J.
Anderson, with much of the work and materials being supplied by the congregation.
The building and furnishings cost £950. The church was dedicated as St Martins
Church on 30th March 1924.
By 1935, the church was free of debt. A porch was added to the church to celebrate
its 25th Anniversary. A modem toilet block was constructed to mark the 50th
Anniversary of the church.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important example of the reach and influence of Lutheranism in the settlement and
development of the Murray Mallee district.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in its representation of the influence ofLutheranism in the settlement
and development of the district

(b)

it represents customs that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques representative of its
German descended parish and is therefore of significance to the local area
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: St Martin's Lutheran Church, Bugle Hut

PLACE NO.:

LW14

REFERENCES:

Fogden, M . Where it Forgot to Rain: a story of the Murray Mallee The family of
Murray and Marie Fogden, Nangari, SA (1983) pages 15- 16 & 18- 19
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Schoolhouse/Institute, Bugle Hut

PLACE NO.:

LW15

LOCATION:
Address:

Bugle Hut
District Council ofLoxton Waikerie

Land Description:

Lot 3 0

Certificate of Title:

4049/8

OWNER:

D .J. & R.M. Hahn

Hundred of Gordon

PO Box 9, Loxton 5333

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

8385111
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Schoolhouse/Institute, Bugle Hut

PLACE NO.:

LW15

DESCRIPTION:
A limestone rubble building in an isolated position with rendered window and door
surrounds and quoins, gable front and corrugated iron roof with a corrugated iron
lean-to at rear.

HISTORY:
Originally part of the Book Purnong Station, Bugle Hut was surveyed in 1908. It was
not, however, surveyed as a residential area.
By 1917 the population was sufficient to demand a hall for social and school purposes.
It was constructed with voluntary labour and materials gathered from the surrounding
areas. The trustees of the hall soon affiliated with the South Australian Library
Institute.
The hall was used as the local school from 1918. Some years later, the school closed,
with students being taken by bus to Loxton North School.
The need for the Institute declined and in 1967, the last annual meeting was held. At
that meeting it was resolved to dissolve the hall committee.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
A reminder of the multiple use of such buildings for community assembly and
education in sparsely populated districts and of the spread and role of the Institute
movement in rural areas.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in that it represents the nature and form of community education in the
settlement and development of the district

(b)

it represents ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

REFERENCES:
Fogden, M. Where it Forgot to Rain: a story of the Murray Mallee The family of
Murray and Marie Fogden, Nangari, SA (1983) pages 15- 19
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: St John's Lutheran Church, Taplan

LW16

LOCATION:
Address:

Taplan Road, Taplan
District Council ofLoxton Waikerie

Land Description:

Section 169

Certificate of Title:

1531/143

OWNER:

StJohn's Evangelical Lutheran Church

Hundred ofBookpumong

PO Taplan 5311

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

8385/15
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: St John's Lutheran Church, Taplan

PLACE NO.:

LW16

DESCRIPTION:
A simple limestone rubble church with lancet windows and doors and rendered quoins
and window surrounds with an emphasised porch and corrugated iron roof The porch
and gabled front have been rendered and ruled.

IDSTORY:
The first settler moved into this area in 1912. The first Lutheran church service was
held on 24th July 1918. Services were held at the home ofMr Theo Obst, where an
alter was constructed in his shed. In late 1922 a building committee was formed. In
March 1923 Mr Bartsch's tender of £264/9- was accepted for the construction of the
church. All labour was voluntary and sand and stone carted from nearby locations.
The foundation stone was laid on 20th June 1923 and the church opened on 14th
October that year. The total cost of church and furnishings was £400 and within two
years the church was free of debt.
The porch was added in 1948 to mark the 25th Anniversary of St John's. A memorial
window to commemorate Pastor Myer, who had laid the foundation stone, was
installed in 1950.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important example of the reach and influence of Lutheranism in the settlement and
development of the Murray Mallee district.
RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in its representation of the influence of Lutheranism in the settlement
and development of the district

(b)

it represents customs that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques repersentative of its
German descended parish and is therefore of significance to the local area

REFERENCES:
Fogden, M. Where it Forgot to Rain: a story of the Murray Mallee The family of
Murray and Marie Fogden, Nangari, SA (1983) pages 40 & 42- 43
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Institute, Taplan

LW17

LOCATION:
Address:

Wolseley Street, Taplan
District Council of Loxton Waikerie

Land Description:

Lots 73, 74, 96 & 97

Certificate of Title:

5211/189

OWNER:

K.W. Jones

Hundred ofBookpumong

169 Anzac Highway, Karralta Park 5037
State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

8385116
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Institute, Taplan

PLACE NO.:

LW17

DESCRIPTION:
A 1920's hall building of coursed rockfaced sandstone with rendered window
surrounds and blocked quoins, emphasised front entrance and decorative gable.

IDSTORY:
Taplan was first settled in 1912. By 1916 the population had increased significantly
and there were 15 children of school age in the area. A hall committee was formed.
The site was donated by Mr Kelly, who also donated the sum of £30 towards the cost
of the building. Plans were prepared and submitted to the Education Department for
approval.
The hall was completed n 1917 at a cost of £200. The hall committee affiliated with the
South Australian Institute Association and a library was opened. School commenced
in the hall on 11th July 1917.
As the local population grew it became apparent that a larger Institute building was
required. Tenders were called for the erection of a new building in February 1923 .
The tender of Mr S. Kennett for £1,140 was accepted. Much of the work and
materials were supplied by the local community. The foundation stone of the new hall
was laid by Mr Fred McMulson MP. The hall was officially opened on 23rd July 1923 .
The hall was used for a variety of community functions. The first picture show was
held in it in 1923 . The school ceased to use the Institute building in 1929 when a new
school building was constructed. That same year the Institute committee found it
necessary to apply for a second mortgage.
In 1936 a stage was erected. The library ceased to operate in 1945 and 1952 the hall
ceased affiliation with the Institute Association and was purchased by the committee.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Represents the growth and reach of the Institute movement and its important place in
the education and development of the town and district.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it represents the role, spread and influence of the Institute movement in the
life of the community

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Institute, Taplan

PLACE NO.:

LW17

REFERENCES:

Fogden, M. Where it Forgot to Rain: a story of the Murray Mallee The family of
Murray and Marie Fogden, Nangari, SA (1983) pages 43 & 48- 53
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Schoolhouse, Meribah

PLACE NO.:

LW18

LOCATION:
Address:

McNamara Terrace, Meribah
District Council of Loxton Waikerie

Land Description:

Section 109

Hundred ofMcGorrery

Certificate of Title:

5299/554

OWNER:

M.H. & S.L. Cookson
PO Meribah, via Loxton 5333

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

C4/9
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Schoolhouse, Meribah

PLACE NO.:

LW18

DESCRIPTION:
A typical rural schoolhouse of random limestone rubble walls, brick quoining, tall
windows, hipped corrugated iron roof with gabled ridge vents, and lean to enclosures
on two sides.

IDSTORY:
The township ofMeribah was gazetted on 28th November 1914. School commenced
in the local hall in 1918 where it remained until the schoolhouse was built.
The schoolhouse was constructed in the mid 1920s and was closed at the end of 1965
when all students were transferred to the Brown's Well Area School.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Exemplifies the institutional approach to education in rural communities and played an
integral part in the lives of much of the local community.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in that it represents the nature and form of education in the district

(b)

it represents ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it represents design characteristics and construction techniques which are typical
of rural schoolhouses in the region and is of significance to the local area

REFERENCES:
Boots, S.J. A Bend in the Line: Meribah, Moonah Bore, Nadda The Murray Pioneer
Pty. Ltd., Renmark, SA (1984) pages 37-48
Paruna Progress Association Parunafrom Scrub to Hub, 1913-1983 Paruna Progress
Association, Paruna, SA (1983) page 58
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Community Hall, Meribah

PLACE NO.:

LW19

LOCATION:
Address:

Railway Terrace, Meribah
District Council ofLoxton Waikerie

Land Description:

Lot 8

Certificate of Title:

206/161

OWNER:

District Council ofLoxton Waikerie

Hundred ofMcGorrery

PO Box 409, Loxton 5333

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

505211
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Community Hall, Meribah

PLACE NO.:

LW19

DESCRIPTION:
A roughly coursed limestone building with rendered quoining. Gable front with half
gable in lightweight construction. Corrugated iron roof with wide eaves.

IDSTORY:
The township of Meribah was established in 1914. On 12th November 1927 the
foundation stone of the Institute Building was laid by Mr Les Shannon, a local
resident. The hall measured 35 feet x 70 feet and was the largest in the district. It was
constructed by Tucker Bros & Murray and officially opened on 18th February 1928.
On 27th February 1947, a fire caused damage estimated in excess of £1 ,500. The hall
was rebuilt and reopened some three years later on 30th September 1950.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An example of the place and pivotal role of the community hall in providing a sense of

fellowship in isolated and sparsely populated areas.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it is a physical manifestation of the existence of its community

(b)

it represents ways oflife that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives oflocal residents

REFERENCES:
Boots, S.J. A Bend in the Line: Meribah, Moonah Bore, Nadda The Murray Pioneer
Pty. Ltd., Renmark, SA (1984) pages 50 - 52
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Lutheran Church, Meribah

PLACE NO.:

LW20

LOCATION:
Address:

Cnr Harley Street & Gibbison Street, Meribah
District Council of Loxton Waik:erie

Land Description:

Lots 57-60

Hundred ofMcGorrery

Certificate of Title:

1388/54

OWNER:

Lutheran Parish Loxton Inc
PO Box 929, Loxton 5333

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

5052/2

MURRAYMALLEEHERITAGE SURVEY (1998)

A. & P. KLOEDEN

BRUCE HARRY & AsSOCIATES

320
Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Lutheran Church, Meribah

PLACE NO.:

LW20

DESCRIPTION:
A coursed limestone walled church with brick quoins and surrounds to ornamental
lancet windows. Emphasised porch and sanctuary. Corrugated iron roof with dormer
vents. A finely designed and built rural church.

IDSTORY:
The first Lutheran service was held in Meribah in December 1915 at the home of Mr F .
B. Wedding. That same year the local congregation consisted of 22 soul members, 12
communicant and five voting members. The congregation was served by a visiting
pastor from Murray Bridge who served along the Brown's Well railway line. The
congregation was officially constituted on 23 rd September 1917.
In 1924 a building fund was opened. Two allotments of land were purchased for
£12/10-. The foundation stone was laid in October 1926. Construction was by Mr F.
W. Hamdorf & Son. Local materials such as sand and stone from Moonah Bore were
used. The church was officially opened on 20th March 1927.
Alterations to the church include replacement ofthe original wire fence with a concrete
and wrought iron structure, the addition of double doors and the connection of
electricity in the mid 1950s.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important example of the reach and influence of Lutheranism in the settlement and
development of the Murray Mallee district.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in its representation of the influence of Lutheranism in the settlement
and development of the district

(b)

it represents customs that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques repersentative of its
German descended parish and is therefore of significance to the local area

(f)

it is a notable landmark in the area
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Lutheran Church, Meribah

PLACE NO.:

LW20

REFERENCES:
Boots, S.J. A Bend in the Line: Meribah, Moonah Bore, Nadda The Murray Pioneer
Pty. Ltd., Renmark, SA(1984) pages 31-35
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Lutheran Sunday School, Meribah

PLACE NO.:

LW21

LOCATION:
Address:

Gibbison Street, Meribah
District Council of Loxton Waikerie

Land Description:

Lots 59 & 60

Certificate of Title:

1741/15

OWNER:

Lutheran Parish Loxton Inc

Hundred ofMcGorrery

PO Box 929, Loxton 5333

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

5052/3
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Lutheran Sunday School, Meribah

PLACE NO.:

LW21

DESCRIPTION:
A small random limestone cottage with full width front verandah and stone walled lean
to at rear. Corrugated iron roof.

IDSTORY:
Frederick William Hamdorf and his wife, Augusta, travelled to Meribah in 1914 or
1915. They commenced farming at Moonah Bore. In addition to farming, F.W.
Hamdorf was responsible for a number of buildings in the area including the N adda
Institute and the Meribah Lutheran Church.
In the early 1930s this house was built for Mrs Hamdorf. It was later acquired by the
adjacent Lutheran Church to be used as a Sunday school.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Important for its association with the adjacent church and for its representation of an
early stone cottage in the town and district.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in that it is representative of the importance of religioin to the
development of the community

(b)

it represents customs that are characteristic of the local area

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques which represent the
early settlment patterns of the district and is of significance to the local area

REFERENCES:
Boots, S. J. A Bend in the Line: Meribah, Moonah Bore, Nadda The Murray Pioneer
Pty. Ltd., Renmark, SA (1984) pages 120- 122
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Brown's Well Council Chambers, Paruna PLACE NO.:

LW22

LOCATION:
Address:

Railway Street, Paruna
District Council of Loxton W aikerie

Land Description:

Lot 12

Certificate of Title:

5508/727

OWNER:

M .W. & A.L. Durdin

Hundred ofKekwick

PO Box 928, Loxton 5333

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

8385/21
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Brown's Well Council Chambers, Paruna PLACE NO.:

LW22

DESCRIPTION:
A small stone building constructed with limestone rubble with tuck pointed, and brick
quoins. A half hipped corrugated iron roof with a rendered gable, signwritten with
Browns Well Council Chambers 1929. A flat roofed porch projects from the front of
the building to emphasise the entrance.

HISTORY:
The township ofParuna was gazetted on 23rd July 1914. A meeting was held there on
18th February 1916 for the purpose of forming a District Council. The Brown's Well
District Council was gazetted on 16th July 1916.
The first council office was in an iron room at the back of the Paruna Hall. Meetings
were held alternately at Paruna and Alawoona, with some later meetings held at
Meribah.
The Brown's Well Council Chambers were built in 1929. The Chambers were
substantially remodelled and a front porch added at a later date.
When the Bank of Adelaide closed in 1966 the Council purchased the bank building,
with attached residence, and adapted it for use as Council Chambers and a residence
for the District Clerk. The original chambers were then used as storage.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
A reminder of the role of local government in the settlement and development of the
district and an unusual example of a municipal building in the bungalow style.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
its representation of the patterns of settlement and developmentof the district

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics which are unusual and of significance to the
local area

(f)

it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Paruna Progress Association Parunajrom Scrub to Hub, 1913-1983 Paruna Progress
Association, Paruna, SA ( 1983) pages 17 & 24
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: St Ailbe's Catholic Church, Paruna

PLACE NO.:

LW23

LOCATION:
Address:

High Street, Paruna
District Council ofLoxton Waikerie

Land Description:

Lots 52 & 53

Certificate of Title:

1226/90

OWNER:

Catholic Diocese of Port Pirie Inc

Hundred ofKekwick

PO Box 205, Port Pirie 5540

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

8385/22
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: St Ailbe's Catholic Church, Paruna

PLACE NO.:

LW23

DESCRIPTION:
A simple church building of roughly coursed limestone with unusual stepped rendered
quoins and rendered lancet windows and unusual round headed windows. Corrugated
iron roof with pronounced ridge vents.

HISTORY:
The first Catholic services were conducted in the Paruna area in about 1916 when
Father M. McNamara rode on horseback from the Pinnaroo District. Services were
conducted in private homes. Subsequently, services were held in the Institute building.
During the 1930s various fundraising activities were held with a view to raising funds
for the construction of a church. The foundation stone was laid on 3rd December
1938 and the church was opened and dedicated as St Ailbe's on 19th February 1939.
A cement block vestry was added at a later date.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important example of a rural church in an isolated position serving the needs of a

small parish in a sparsely populated district.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it represents the importance of religioin in the development of the
community and district

(b)

it represents customs that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

REFERENCES:
Paruna Progress Association Parunafrom Scrub to Hub, 1913-1983 Paruna Progress
Association, Paruna, SA (1983) pages 62- 63
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Cemetery, Paruna

LW24

LOCATION:
Address:

Paruna
District Council ofLoxton Waikerie

Land Description:

Section 183

Certificate of Title:

n!a

OWNER:

District Council ofLoxton Waikerie

Hundred ofKekwick

PO Box 409, Loxton 5333

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

2/1
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Cemetery, Paruna

PLACENO.:

LW24

DESCRIPTION:
A substantial town cemetery containing a large number of monumental headstones and
cast/wrought iron grave surrounds marking the graves of early settlers of the district,
and surrounded by a mature stand of native pines.

HISTORY:
The first burial in the Paruna Cemetery was that of a 13 day old baby, buried on 22nd
October 1921. The cemetery was not surveyed into plots until 1927 by which stage
nine burials had taken place.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
A tangible record of the town and district•s settlement, early lifestyles and hardships.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it records the families who settled and opened up the district and the
hardships they faced

(f)

it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Paruna Progress Association Paruna from Scrub to Hub, 1913-1983 Paruna Progress
Association, Paruna, SA (1983) pages 30- 31
South Australian Genealogy and Heraldry Society Inc. Cemetery Index
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Former Shop, Paruna

LW25

LOCATION:
Address:

Cnr Railway Terrace & First Street, Paruna
District Council of Loxton W aikerie

Land Description:

Lots 7 & 8

Certificate of Title:

5528/623

OWNER:

W.B. & L.F. Payne

Hundred ofKek:wick

PO Paruna 5311

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

8385/24
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Shop, Paruna

PLACE NO.:

LW25

DESCRIPTION:
A single storey random limestone building with brick quoins to side and rear windows
and an elaborate street facade with rounded pediment large shop windows and glazed
bricks with a recessed shop entrance, front and side verandah.

HISTORY:
Allotments 7 (the corner allotment) and 8, facing Railway Terrace, were purchased in
1914. In 1920 a shop, the second in Paruna, was built on Allotment 8.
In 1934 a new shop, of stone construction, was built on Allotment 7 next to the old
shop. It was enlarged in 1937 and all goods were then transferred to the new shop
from the old.
The shop was closed in 1943 and reopened in 1948. It finally closed in the late 1970s.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important example of a large retail building in a country township.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in its representation of the manner in whcih the needs of a widely
dispersed rural community were serviced by retailers in the towns

(b)

it represents customs and ways oflife that are characteristic ofthe local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics which are partiular ot its function and are
uncommon in the district and of significance to the local area

REFERENCES:
Paruna Progress Association Paruna from Scrub to Hub, 1913-1983 Paruna Progress
Association, Paruna, SA (1983) pages 20- 21
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Anglican Church, Paruna

PLACE NO.:

LW26

LOCATION:
Address:

High Street, Paruna
District Council of Loxton W aikerie

Land Description:

Lot 54

Certificate of Title:

1327/108

OWNER:

Church of England Paruna

Hundred ofKekwick

2 Clara Street, Murray Bridge 5253

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

8385/23
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Anglican Church, Paruna

PLACE NO.:

LW26

DESCRIPTION:
A random limestone church with brick window and door quoins and ornamented lancet
windows. Corrugated iron roof with round dormer vents.

HISTORY:
The first Anglican church service in the Paruna District was held on 1st May 1915 in
the home of Mr and Mrs J. S. Petch. Services continued to be held there until the
Institute was built in 1917.
Moves to build a church began with a meeting on 25th April 1920. Although the
Synod of the Church of England had already acquired Allotment 25 in 1914, the
church was eventually built on Allotment 24.
The contract was let to E. W. Hamdorf, ofMeribah, in August 1924. The foundation
stone was laid on 26th January 1925 and the church dedicated on 17th June 1925.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important example of a rural church in an isolated position serving the needs of a
small parish in a sparsely populated district.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it represents the importance of religion in the development of the community
and district

(b)

it represents customs that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

REFERENCES:
Paruna Progress Association Parunafrom Scrub to Hub, 1913-1983 Paruna Progress
Association, Paruna, SA (1983) page 61
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former School, Malpas

PLACE NO.:

LW27

LOCATION:
Address:

Malpas
District Council ofLoxton Waikerie

Land Description:

Section 154

Certificate of Title:

3013/27

OWNER:

A.J. & E.M. Allen

Hundred ofKekwick

13/8 Hayward Terrace, Loxton 5333

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

BW1/11
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Former School, Malpas

LW27

DESCRIPTION:
A random limestone schoolhouse in the typical style with a hipped corrugated iron
roof, vented ridge gables, and lean-to enclosures on two sides. Now in use as a
residence.

IDSTORY:
The area near Wolowa Bore, nine kilometres south of Paruna, on the Brown's Well
railway line was surveyed in 1913 . The township was surveyed in 1918 and the name
changed to Malpas in 1921 . Although not originally designated as a siding, it was the
centre from which railway maintenance gangs operated and pressure from the local
community soon ensured that station facilities were built.
The first school opened in a portable timber building on 4th November 1920. It moved
to the Institute building when that was completed in 1923 .
In 1930 the new stone school building was constructed and used for the first time on

28th October 1930. The school closed on 8th April1944.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Exemplifies the institutional approach to education in rural communities and played an
integral part in the lives of much ofthe local community.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in that it represents the nature and form of education in the district

(b)

it represents ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques which are typical of
rural schoolhouses in the region and is of significance to the local area

REFERENCES:
Paruna Progress Association Parunajrom Scrub to Hub, 1913-1983 Paruna Progress
Association, Paruna, SA (1983) pages 31 & 48
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Community Hall(s), Alawoona

PLACENO.:

LW28

LOCATION:
Address:

Railway Terrace, Alawoona
District Council ofLoxton Waikerie

Land Description:

Lot 12

Certificate of Title:

n/a

OWNER:

District Council ofLoxton Waikerie

Hundred of Allen

PO Box 409, Loxton 5333

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

BWI/5
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Community Hall(s), Alawoona

PLACE NO.:

LW28

DESCRIPTION:
A large random limestone building with a coursed sandstone front, and brick quoining
generally. A hipped corrugated iron roof with gabled ridge vents and front and side
porches. Front porch is double storey with flagpole finial. At the rear of the hall is a
smaller hall with ornamental gable ends and an external fireplace/chimney .

IDSTORY:
The town of Alawoona was surveyed in May 1914. It was the junction of the Brown's
Well railway line and the branch line to Loxton. Soon after the railway was built local
residents saw the need for a community meeting place. They initially met in the old
station refreshment rooms and, from 1915, in the timber and iron schoolroom.
On 27th November 1915 a site for an Institute was granted. The following year a
reinforced concrete building, measuring 35 feet x 25 feet was built for a cost of
approximately £300. The committee was affiliated with the South Australian Institutes
Association in 1917.
Notwithstanding this Institute building, a hall committee was established to raise funds
for the construction of a more substantial building. On 20th August 1926 a public
meeting decided to proceed with the construction of a stone building to measure 66
feet x 42 feet, with 20 feet to the ceiling and a 12 foot stage opening into the old hall
which was to be used as a supper room. The new hall was to seat 400 people.
The foundation stone of the new hall was laid on 5th November 1927. The building
was opened on 31st January 1929. The building cost approximately £2,500, of which
£1,500 was borrowed from the State Bank.

An acetylene plant with eight lights and a large headlight was installed in 191 7.
Electric lighting was installed in 1928.
Severe financial difficulties were experienced in 1943 and several local citizens had to
guarantee the bank loan to keep the Institute solvent. Since November 1981 the hall
has been known as the Alawoona District Hall after the connection with the Institutes'
Association was severed.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

An important example of the place and pivotal role of the community hall providing a
sense of fellowship in a sparsely populated district and an unusually large and
elaborately detailed building constructed from the local stone.
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Community Hall(s), Alawoona

PLACE NO.:

LW28

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it is a physical manifestation of the existence and strength of its community

(b)

it represents ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques of significance to
the local area for its unusual size and detailing

REFERENCES:
Alawoona Hall Committee Life Around the Junction Alawoona Hall Committee,
Alawoona, SA (1988) pages 51 & 53- 56
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Shop/Residence, Alawoona

PLACE NO.:

LW29

LOCATION:
Address:

Railway Terrace, Alawoona
District Council ofLoxton Waikerie

Land Description:

Lot 8

Certificate of Title:

1765/145

OWNER:

P.J. & N .A. Beckett

Hundred of Allen

PO Alawoona 5311

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

C2/12
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Shop/Residence, Alawoona

PLACE NO.:

LW29

DESCRIPTION:

A stone shop/residence combination in the typical rural style, with an iron clad
segmented gable above a bullnosed verandah and recessed shop front with timber stall
boards. The house is set back with a return bullnose verandah.

HISTORY:

The allotment was purchased in 1914 by Mrs Ellen Janet Hay, formerly of Loxton, for
£13 . A whitewashed bag hut was erected and her daughters commenced to operate a
store from it.
In 1919 a new stone building was erected. It was described at the time as one of the
finest and up to date stores along the railway line. Additions were made to the
building in 1922. The shop closed in 1974.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important reminder of the traditional shop/residence in building type, typical of

rural townships, and of their integral role in the development of a township.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:

(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in its representation of a now largely redundant building type once
crucial to the development of the township

(b)

it represents customs and ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques which are
uncommon in and of significance to the local area

REFERENCES:

Alawoona Hall Committee Life Around the Junction Alawoona Hall Committee,
Alawoona, SA (1988) pages 56 - 57
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Schoolhouse, Alawoona

PLACE NO.:

LW30

LOCATION:
Address:

Government Road, Alawoona
District Council of Loxton Waikerie

Land Description:

Lot 4

Certificate of Title:

5112/906

OWNER:

R.J. Hartmann

Hundred of Allen

South Terrace, Alawoona 5311

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

BWl/8
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Schoolhouse, Alawoona

PLACE NO.:

LW30

DESCRIPTION:
Typical design now rendered with hipped roof and gabled ridge vents and skillion
roofed extension to rear. Now in use as a residence.

IDSTORY:
The town of Alawoona was surveyed in May 1914. Later that same year a school was
conducted from a private dwelling. The following year a small timber and iron
schoolroom was constructed.
The school was conducted from the Institute Hall when that was completed in 1917.
In 1926 the school building was constructed.
As pupil numbers increased, some grades were again taught in the Institute Hall
between 1934 and 1937. In 1938 an extra schoolroom, later dismantled and removed,
was brought to Alawoona. In 1957 a new larger building was erected.
The school closed at the end of 1967 with pupils transferring to the new Area Schools.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Exemplifies the institutional approach to education in rural communities and played an
integral part in the lives of much of the local community.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in that it represents the nature and form of education in the districts

(b)

it represents ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques which are typical of
rural schoolhouses in the region and is of significance to the local area

REFERENCES:
Alawoona Hall Committee Life Around the Junction Alawoona Hall Committee,
Alawoona, SA (1988) page 82
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Police Station & Cell, Alawoona

PLACE NO.:

LW31

LOCATION:
Address:

Railway Terrace, Alawoona
District Council ofLoxton Waikerie

Land Description:

Lot 101

Certificate of Title:

5357/980

OWNER:

L.M. Fechner

Hundred of Allen

PO Alawoona 5311

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

BWI/10
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Police Station & Cell, Alawoona

PLACE NO.:

LW31

DESCRIPTION:
A roughly coursed sandstone building with brick quoins and a hipped corrugated iron
roof Emphasised entry porch with heavy brick piers and rendered beams. Rendered
window lintels and chimney tops. Single cell block at rear is a detached coursed
sandstone single cell building with brick quoins and a skillion roof

IDSTORY:
Alawoona' s first police station opened in 1924. It consisted of a small shed with one
door and no window together with a galvanised iron prison cell, measuring 8 feet x 8
feet. Court was held in a room at a nearby boarding house while the next Mounted
Constable had to rent a house some distance from the township.
In 1926 moves were made to obtain a better police station. In 1928 Mr Traeger was
contracted to begin work on the large stone cells and fencing, although not work on
the house. In 1935 the new house and station building was constructed by Otto Bros,
contractors of Magill Road, St Peters. The new station was built of brick and yellow
local stone.
The station closed in 1970.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important reminder of the role of the police in the development of a sparsely
populated rural community.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area as
the principal place of police activity in the district outside the principal towns of
Pinnaroo and Lameroo

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques of significance to
the local area for its unusual use specific form.

REFERENCES:
Alawoona Hall Committee Life Around the Junction Alawoona Hall Committee,
Alawoona, SA (1988) pages 62- 63
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Former Lutheran Church, Alawoona

LW32

LOCATION:
Address:

High Street, Alawoona
District Council ofLoxton Waikerie

Land Description:

Lot 64

Certificate of Title:

5229/364

OWNER:

N .E. Scholz

Hundred of Allen

PO Alawoona 5311

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

BWI/7
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Lutheran Church, Alawoona

PLACENO.:

LW32

DESCRIPTION:
A typical church building constructed of roughly coursed random limestone with
rendered quoins to lancet windows. A stone front porch with side entry and stone
gables. The main roof is corrugated iron with an ornamental gable and finials. Now
used as a residence.

IDSTORY:
The first Lutheran service in the district was held in a private home in 1917. The
Bethlehem Lutheran congregation was founded in 1927 with 58 baptised and 28
confirmed members. Services were held in private homes as well as in the Institute
building and the Methodist Church.
On 17th December 193 3 a meeting was held where it was decided to build a church. A
tender from G. B. Otto & Co, of St Peters, was accepted. Much of the labour was
undertaken by members of the congregation on a voluntary basis.
The foundation stone was laid on 27 July 1934 and the building opened on 4th
November 1934. The total cost of the building was £518 .
In November 1959, to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the church, the church was
painted, a new brick fence and gate built, and new clear glass replaced in the windows.
In 1964 an adapted Housing Trust home was erected on the site for use as a Sunday
school.
Membership of the congregation slowly declined due to the amalgamation of the two
Lutheran Synods, the amalgamation of farms and the greater ease oftransport.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important example of the reach and influence of Lutheranism in the settlement and

development of the Murray Mallee district.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in its representation of the influence of Lutheranism in the settlement
and development of the district

(b)

it represents customs that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques representative of its
German descended parish and is therefore of significance to the local area

MURRAY M ALI.EE HERITAGE SURVEY ( 1998)

A. & P. KLOEDEN

BRUCE HARRY & AsSOCIATES

349
Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Lutheran Church, Alawoona

PLACE NO.:

LW32

REFERENCES:
Alawoona Hall Committee Life Around the Junction Alawoona Hall Committee,
Alawoona, SA (1988) pages 93 - 95
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Methodist Church and Manse, Alawoona PLACE NO.:

LW33

LOCATION:
Address:

High Street, Alawoona
District Council of Loxton W aikerie

Land Description:

Lots 30 & 31

Certificate of Title:

5195/601

OWNER:

W.R. Peay

Hundred of Allen

47 Acacia Avenue, Loxton 5333

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

BWl/9
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Methodist Church and Manse, Alawoona PLACE NO.:

LW33

DESCRIPTION:
A random limestone building with brick quoining and a corrugated iron roof with an
unusual half hipped front and smaller porch. At the rear a detached hall or manse in
similar construction with a hipped galvanised iron roof with vented ridge gables.

IDSTORY:
The first meeting of the Alawoona Methodist Church was held on 12th July 1917 in
the home of Mr Hiscock.
On 2nd November 1932 the foundation stone of a church hall building was laid. The
building was constructed by Mr E . F. Bates, with his labourer, Mr L. Agovich. The
building was opened on 22nd January 193 3.
A manse, measuring 19 feet x 14 feet with walls 10 feet high, was built soon
afterwards. Previously, ministers lived in the bank building.
The Lutheran congregation used the Methodist Hall prior to construction of their own
church. Alawoona had no resident minister for nearly eight years between 1943 and
1949. In 1952 the minister moved to a new manse at Loxton and the Alawoona manse
was used for Sunday school.
The final church service was held in August 1968.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
A small important example of the influence of Methodism on the social fabric of the
town and district.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it represents the status and activity of Methodists in the development of the
community

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

REFERENCES:
Alawoona Hall Committee Life Around the Junction Alawoona Hall Committee,
Alawoona, SA (1988) pages 95 - 96
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Cemetery, Alawoona

PLACE NO.:

LW34

LOCATION:
Address:

Alawoona
District Council ofLoxton Waik:erie

Land Description:

Section 162

Certificate of Title:

n/a

OWNER:

District Council ofLoxton Waik:erie

Hundred of Allen

PO Box 409, Loxton 5333

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

C2/10
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Cemetery, Alawoona

PLACE NO.:

LW34

DESCRIPTION:
A small cemetery in an isolated position outside the town containing simple marble
gravestones and crosses of several early settlers.

HISTORY:
The first burial, a 15-month-old child, took place on 29th March 1916. The cemetery
was fenced in 1919.
Although the cemetery has room for 700 plots, only a small proportion of these have
been used.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
A tangible record of the town and district's settlement, early lifestyles and hardships

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it records the families who settled and opened up the district and the
hardships they faced

REFERENCES:
Alawoona Hall Committee Life Around the Junction Alawoona Hall Committee,
Alawoona, SA (1988) pages 64
South Australian Genealogy and Heraldry Society Inc. Cemetery Index
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8.5 MID MURRAY COUNCIL

Places of local heritage value within the Mid Murray Council part of the survey area
are:
Place Name

Place No

•

Community Hall, Chucka Bend

MMOI

•

Cemetery, Bow Hill

MM02

•

Former Methodist Church, Claypans

MM03

•

Former School/Institute (Ruin), New Era

MM04

•

Former Schoolhouse, Oxford Landing

MM05
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8. 5.1 Location Map- Mid Mu"ay Council
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Community Hall, Chucka Bend

M:MO 1

LOCATION:
Address:

Perponda Road & Karoonda Road Intersection,
Near Chucka Bend
Mid Murray Council

Land Description:

Section 3C

Certificate of Title:

n/a

OWNER:

District Council ofKaroonda-East Murray

Hundred ofBowhill

PO Box 58, Karoonda 5307

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

BW2/8
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Community Hall, Chucka Bend

PLACE NO.:

MMOl

DESCRIPTION:
A small random limestone hall with side chimney, hipped corrugated iron roof and
corrugated iron lean-to to one end. Stone quoins. No eaves. Clearly an early
structure.

IDSTORY:
No recorded details ofthis building have been found . Obviously an early hall it would
undoubtedly have been used for community meetings and social events. The presence
of the fireplace may indicate that it was used as a school, adequate heating being a
requirement of the Education Department.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An example of the place and pivotal role of the community hall in providing a sense of
fellowship in a sparsely populated area, and one of the older structures in the district.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it is a physical manifestation of the existence of its community

(b)

it represents ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques which exemplify
the district's settlement and is therefore of significance to the local area

REFERENCES:
Nil
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Cemetery, Bow Hill

Ml\102

LOCATION:
Address:

River Road, Bow Hill, Near Chucka Bend
Mid Murray Council

Land Description:

Section 1

Certificate of Title:

640/129

OWNER:

Mid Murray Council

Hundred ofBowhill

PO Box 28, Mannurn 5238

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

BW2/9
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Cemetery, Bow Hill

PLACE NO.:

MM02

DESCRIPTION:
A small cemetery beside the main road containing several substantial monuments and
headstones of early settlers.

HISTORY:
The first burial in the Bow Hill Cemetery took place on 28th December 1898.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
A tangible record of the district's settlement, early lifestyles and hardships.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it records the families that settled and opened up the district, and the
hardships they faced

(f)

it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
South Australian Genealogy and Heraldry Society Inc. Cemetery Index.
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Methodist Church, Claypans

PLACE NO.:

:MM:03

LOCATION:
Address:

Pumong Claypans Road, Claypans
Mid Murray Council

Land Description:

Section 240

Certificate of Title:

574/114

OWNER:

B.O. Kluge

Hundred ofForster

RSD 576, Mannum 5238

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

C3/16
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Methodist Church, Claypans

PLACE NO.:

MM03

DESCRIPTION:
A humble, random limestone rubble building with stone quoins and gable ends.
Chimney. Corrugated iron roof and lean to at rear. Clearly an early structure.

IDSTORY:
A Methodist Church was opened at Claypans on 23rd September 1906

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

An early and unusual example of a small church in an isolated locations serving a small
parish in a sparsely populated rural area.
RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it is indicative of the importance of religion as a source of fellowship in an
isolated rural area

(b)

it represents ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

REFERENCES:
Mortlock Library of South Australia Research Notes No. 378
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former School/Institute (Ruin), New Era

PLACE NO.:

MM04

LOCATION:
Address:

Cnr Mcintosh Road & Morgan/Cadell Road, New
Era
Mid Murray Council

Land Description:

Section 123

Certificate of Title:

1165/9

OWNER:

Unknown

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None .Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

C3/9
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former SchooVInstitute (Ruin), New Era

PLACE NO.:

MM04

DESCRIPTION:
A substantial, gable ended, random rubble building with brick quoins (now rendered).
Roof, windows and doors all removed. Clearly an early structure. Commemorative
plaque adjacent.

IDSTORY:
New Era was the site of the first irrigated fruit growing area settled in the Hundred of
Cadell. It was established on 25th April 1894.
This school was established some two years earlier, in 1892.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important reminder of the multiple use of such buildings for community assembly

and education in the early settlement and development of the district, and of the spread
and role of the Institute movement in rural areas.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes of importance to the local area
in that it represents the nature and form of community education in the only
period of settlement and development of the district

(b)

it represents ways oflife that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives oflocal residents

REFERENCES:
Inscription on memorial placed at site.

MURRAY MALLEE HERITAGE SURVEY

A. & P.

KLOEDEN:

(1998)
BRUCE HARRY & AsSOCIATES

367
Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Schoolhouse, Oxford Landing

PLACE NO.:

MM05

LOCATION:
Address:

W aikerie Morgan Road, Oxford Landing
Mid Murray Council

Land Description:

Lot 52

Certificate of Title:

5371/72

OWNER:

D .B . & A.E. Newman Pty Ltd

Section 12

Hundred of Cadell

PO Box 315, Waikerie 5330

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

5052/10
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Schoolhouse, Oxford Landing

PLACE NO.:

MM:OS

DESCRIPTION:
A small, single room building constructed of local limestone with brick quoins to
windows and doors (only). Gable ends. Steeply pitched corrugated iron roof, without
eaves. Clearly an early structure.

IDSTORY:
The school opened at Oxford Landing in 1924.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important reminder of the early settlement of the area and an early example of a

rural schoolhouse in an isolated location.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in that it represents the nature and form of eduaction in the early
period of settlementof the distirct

(b)

it represents ways oflife that are characteristic ofthe local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays construction techniques of significance to the local area as an unusual
example of the use oflocal materials in its construction

REFERENCES:
On site plaque, National Trust of South Australia, Waikerie Branch.
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8.6 RURAL CITY OF MURRAY BRIDGE

No places of local heritage value were located within the Rural City of Murray Bridge
part of the survey area.
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8. 7 COORONG DISTRICT COUNCIL
Places of local heritage value within the Coorong District Council part of the survey
area are:

Place Name

Place No

•

Former Schoolhouse, Cooke Plains

COOOl

•

Soldiers Memorial Hall, Cooke Plains

C0002

•

Former 'Moorlands' Shearing Shed, Moorlands

C0003

•

Former 'Moorlands' Settlers Cottage, Moorlands

C0004

•

Community Hall, Moorlands

cooos

•

Polly's Well, Peake

C0006

•

Baptist Church and Manse, Peake

C0007

•

Former Schoolhouse, Peake

C0008

•

Former Community Hall, Roby

C0009

•

Community Hall/Church, Netherton

COOlO

•

Tauragat Well, via Coonalpyn

C0012

•

Community Hall, Sherlock

C0013

•

Baptist Church, Sherlock

C0014

•

Cemetery, Sherlock

COOlS

•

Former Schoolhouse, Jabuk

C0016

•

Baptist Church, Jabuk

C0017

•

Institute, Jabuk

C0018
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8. 7.1 Location Map- Coorong District Council
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Schoolhouse, Cooke Plains

PLACE NO.:

COOOI

LOCATION:
Address:

Darwin Road, Cooke Plains
Coorong District Council

Land Description:

Lot 374

Certificate of Title:

3888/142

OWNER:

N.D. & M .P . Paterson

Hundred of Seymour

Darwin Road, Cooke Plains 5261

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

9721/19
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Schoolhouse, Cooke Plains

PLACE NO.:

C0001

DESCRIPTION:
A small partly bricked, lightly framed schoolhouse with hipped corrugatd iron roof,
broad eaves with shaped timber brackets and vented gablets. Tall, grouped windows.
Lean to addition to one end.

IDSTORY:
The first school commenced at Cooke Plains in 1872. It was a private school with the
teacher being paid by the parents. It closed in 1879. In 1895, a small school building
was erected adjacent to the siding.
In 1911 this new school building was opened. It had been built for the sum of £420.
The school closed on 31st December 1960, from which dated pupils attended
Coomandook Area School.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An unusual variation to the typical design of rural schoolhouses and an important
reminder of the nature and form of educatin in a sparsely populated rural area.
RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in that it represents the nature and form of education in the district

(b)

it represents ways of life that were characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques which are unusual
and therefore of significance to the local area

REFERENCES:
Cameron, J. Cooke Plains: Church and Commuity Cooke Plains Uniting Church,
Cooke Plains, SA (1980) pages 56- 58
Cooke Plains Methodist Church Trust and Cooke Plains Soldiers Memorial Trust
Cooke Plains Hall Jubilee Celebrations 1922-1972 Cooke Plains, SA (1972)

MURRAYMALLEEHERITAGE SURVEY (1998)

A. & P. KLOEDEN

BRUCE HARRY & AsSOCIAlES

377
Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Soldiers Memorial Hall, Cooke Plains

C0002

LOCATION:
Address:

Off Dukes Highway, Cooke Plains
Coorong District Council

Land Description:

Section 12

Hundred of Seymour

Certificate of Title:

2541/110

OWNER:

Cooke Plains Soldiers Memorial Trust Inc
Cooke Plains 5261

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None .Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

9721/23
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Soldiers Memorial Hall, Cooke Plains

PLACE NO.:

C0002

DESCRIPTION:
A substantial stone building with coursed sandstone front and random rubble side walls
and brick quoins. Rendered parapet to front with ornamental pediment, and central
doors. Hipped corrugated iron roof with vented gablets.

HISTORY:
In 1919 moves were first made to raise funds for the erection of a hall in memory of
service men and women who died in the First World War.

Building of the Memorial Hall commenced in 1922, the foundation stone being laid on
13th May 1922. The tender of F.J. Oakland for £151 for work only was accepted.
The timber and carpenter were supplied by Cowell Bros. The hall opened, free of
debt, on 14th October 1922.
In 1951 a supper room was added.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important example of the place and pivotal role of the community hall in providing
a sense of fellowship in a sparsely populated rural area.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area as
both a memerial to local citizens who served in the Wrold War and a physical
manifestatio of its community

(b)

it represents ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

REFERENCES:
Foundation stone
Cooke Plains Methodist Church Trust & Cooke Plains Soldiers Memorial Trust Cooke
Plains Hall Jubilee Celebrations 1922-1972; October 14th and 15th Cooke Plains,
SA(l972)
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former 'Moorlands' Shearing Shed, Moorlands

PLACE NO.:

C0003

LOCATION:
Address:

Moorlands Road, Moorlands
Coorong District Council

Land Description:

Lot 59

Certificate of Title:

n/a

OWNER:

R.B. Jaensch

DP 44226

Hundred of Sherlock

PO Box 285, Tailem Bend 5260

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

National Trust of South Australia Register File
No 162

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

9721126
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former 'Moorlands' Shearing Shed, Moorlands

PLACE NO.:

C0003

DESCRIPTION:
A large random limestone shearing shed with corrugated iron roof, stone pens and
enclosures, formerly associated with the Moorlands Homestead.

HISTORY:
John Whyte came to South Australia in 1853 . Together with his brother and another
partner, he formed the firm of Whyte Counsel & Co. The business was highly
profitable and operated a large grocery business in Adelaide and a fleet of River
Murray steamers.
Whyte accumulated a number of pastoral leases in the area, at one time totalling 3,340
square miles and stretching almost from Tailem Bend to Pinnaroo. The station was
named 'Moorlands' after the place of the same name in England.
Whyte was first to stock land in the district and grazed in excess of 61,000 sheep plus
cattle on the station. In 1870 he constructed this woolshed from local limestone.
Roofing timbers were hewn from native pine and shaped with an adze. The shed
provided accommodation for 32 shearers.
The pastoral leases were held until they expired. They were not renewed and the area
remained unoccupied until taken up for closer settlement in 1905 and later.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An unusual example of a large masonry shearing shed and important as a part of the

Moorlands Homestead group, one of the earliest and most substantial pastoral
operations in the district.
RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and economic themes that are of importance to the local
area in its representation of the role of pastoralisation in the early settlement and
development of the area

(b)

it represents customs or ways oflife that are characteristic of the local area

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques of significance to
the local area for their unusual size and type
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former 'Moorlands' Shearing Shed, Moorlands

PLACE NO.:

C0003

REFERENCES:
Manning, G.H. Place Names of South Australia Manning, Adelaide, SA (1990) page
212

Jones, A & Lameroo and District historical Society Pioneers and Progress: a history
of the Lameroo district Lameroo and District Historical Society, Lameroo, SA (1981)
page 8

District Council of Peake Unpublished History
National Trust of South Australia Index and Files, Register No. 162
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former 'Moorlands' Settlers Cottage, Moorlands PLACE NO.:

C0004

LOCATION:
Address:

Moorlands Road, Moorlands
Coorong District Council

Land Description:

Section 7

Certificate of Title:

n/a

OWNER:

R.B. Jaensch

Hundred of Sherlock

PO Box 285, Tailem Bend 5260

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

National Trust of South Australia File No 1280

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

9721/27
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former 'Moorlands' Settlers Cottage, Moorlands PLACE NO.:

C0004

DESCRIPTION:

A early settlers cottage constructed of random rubble with brick quoins and a
corrugated iron roof. Stone gable ends with a substantial stone chimney centrally
located at one end. Clearly an early structure.

IDSTORY:

John Whyte's 'Moorlands' Station comprised some 21 pastoral leases and measured
3,343 square miles. It was stocked with over 61,000 sheep and cattle.
This dwelling, located on the station adjacent to the shearing shed, was constructed
during this period, probably in about 1870. It was not the site of the main station
homestead and most probably provided accommodation for a shepherd engaged on the
property.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important survivor from the district's earliest settlement period and a good example

of a historic pastoralist's cottage - part of the Moorlands farm group.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:

(a)

it displays historical and economic themes that are of importance to the local
area in its representation of the beginnings of settlement and pastoralism in the
district.

(b)

it represents ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques of significance to
the local area for their example of the early settlers' lifestyle and building types

REFERENCES:

National Trust of South Australia Index and Files, File No. 1280
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Community Hall, Moorlands

COOOS

LOCATION:
Address:

Moorlands Road, Moorlands
Coorong District Council

Land Description:

Lot 58

Certificate of Title:

5324/495

OWNER:

Coorong District Council

DP 4426

Hundred of Sherlock

PO Box 28, Meningie 5264

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

9721/28
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Community Hall, Moorlands

PLACE NO.:

C0005

DESCRIPTION:
A large random limestone rubble hall building with brick quoining (all now painted).
Hipped corrugated iron roofwith vented gables.

HISTORY:
After the expiration of pastoral leases in the area, the district remained unoccupied
until surveyed and settled in 1905 .
The Moorlands Hall was built in 1922, the foundation stone being laid on 2nd
September. It was completely built with voluntary labour. The hall had a multitude of
uses, including public meetings, social functions, school during the week and church on
Sundays.
A public meeting was held on 24th October 1923 and a decision made to affiliate the
hall with the South Australian Institutes Association.
In 1955 the hall was extended with the addition of a supper room.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An example of the place and pivotal role of the community hall in providing a sense of

fellowship in a sparsely populated rural area.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it is a physical manifestation of the existence of its community

(b)

it represents ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

REFERENCES:
District Council of Peake Unpublished History
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Polly's Well, Peake

C0006

LOCATION:
Address:

Mallee Highway, Peake
Coorong District Council

Land Description:

Section 99

Certificate of Title:

n/a

OWNER:

Australian National

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

9718/15

Hundred ofPeake

.,
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Polly's Well, Peake

PLACE NO.:

C0006

DESCRIPTION:
A large, circular stone water storage tank and well.

IDSTORY:
The well was sunk in 1877 by John Whyte, the lessee of 'Moorlands' Station. It was
16.5 metres deep, timbered to a depth of8.4 metres.
The origin of the name is unclear. Some reports state that the name 'Polly' was that of
a horse employed in drawing water from the well. Others report that it was the name
of a cow which fell into the well. Even others suggest it was the name of the wife of
an early settler.
The well has now been filled in. The long stone trough has been removed, the stone
possibly being sold further up the Pinnaroo railway line where stone was rare.
The township which grew around Polly's Well was renamed Peake on 8th August
1907.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

An important reminder of the dependence upon ground water in opening up the district
for farming .
RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in that it represents the dependence upon wells for the settlement and
development of the district

(b)

it represents ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques of significance to
the local area as an example of a typical circular, above ground storage tank

(f)

it is a notable landmark in the area

REFERENCES:
Manning, G.H. Place Names of South Australia Manning, Adelaide, SA (1990) page
252

District Council of Peake Unpublished History
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Baptist Church & Manse, Peake

PLACE NO.:

C0007

LOCATION:
Address:

Railway Terrace, Peake
Coorong District Council

Land Description:

Lot 13

Certificate of Title:

797/57

OWNER:

South Australian Baptist Union

Hundred ofPeake

134 The Parade, Norwood 5067

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

9718/13
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Baptist Church & Manse, Peake

PLACE NO.:

C0007

DESCRIPTION:
A large random rubble building with brick door and window surrounds and a hipped
corrugated iron roof. The front fa9ade has a small porch which now forms the entry to
a church. To the east is a part verandah. The main comer facing the street is
chamfered with an entrance door.

IDSTORY:
The township of Peake was proclaimed on 8th August 1907. The origin of this
building is unclear. It was rumoured to have been built as an hotel although it was
never licensed. An application was made in September 1908 for a license for a
proposed hotel at Peake. The proposed hotel, however, was on a different site.
Mr E. Moore, reputed to be the builder of the premises, stated that it was built as a
bakehouse. The building subsequently became a store.

On 25th August 1922 it was acquired by the Home Mission Department of the Baptist
Church. It was subsequently used as a church and manse.
The building has been altered over the years, the most visible alteration being changes
to the windows and addition of a porch.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
A large building, whose size and architectural style indicate its formerly important
place within the community and district, and association with the railway.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the
local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

REFERENCES:
Manning, G.H. Place Names of South Australia Manning, Adelaide, SA (1990) page
242
District Council of Peake Unpublished History
Crabb, G. Baptists in Pinnaroo Country (1996)
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Schoolhouse, Peake

PLACE NO.:

C0008

LOCATION:
Address:

Old School Drive, Peake
Coorong District Council

Land Description:

Section 72

Certificate of Title:

3628/195

OWNER:

K.G. Bottroff

Hundred ofPeake

Peake 5301

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

9718/11
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Schoolhouse, Peake

PLACE NO.:

C0008

DESCRIPTION:

A small, typical country schoolhouse of the type reproduced many times in rural South
Australia, constructed of coursed limestone with brick quoins, large windows, and a
corrugated iron roof with vented gab lets. Corrugated iron lean to at rear and side.

IDSTORY:

The township of Peak was proclaimed on 8th August 1907. The first school opened
on 25th January 1909. There were eight male and seven female pupils.
The new schoolhouse was probably built in the 1920s. The school closed when the
pupils were transferred to Coomandook Area School in 1964.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Exemplifies the institutional approach to education in rural communities, and played an
integral part in the lives of much of the local community.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:

(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in that it represents the nature and form of education in the town and
district

(b)

it represents ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques which are typical of
rural schoolhouses in the region and is of significance to the local area

REFERENCES:
District Council of Peake Unpublished History
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Community Hall, Roby

PLACE NO.:

C0009

LOCATION:
Address:

'Wilkinville' Farm, Yumali to Netherton Road,
Roby
Coorong District Council

Land Description:

Section 18

Certificate of Title:

n!a

OWNER:

Christopher N Woidt

Hundred ofRoby

Yumali SA 5261

State Heritage Status:

Deferred 14 May 1996

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

Y/21

HSA File No.: 13323
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Community Hall, Roby

PLACE NO.:

C0009

DESCRIPTION:
An early limestone rubble hall with attached stone water tank and chimney, corrogated
iron roof and gabled ends. No longer in use. An associated stone toilet stands nearby.

IDSTORY:

The hall was constructed on private land by local farmers Clem Wilkin and Frederick
Otto Cordes in 1920 as a meeting hall for local settler families isolated from the
townships. Materials and labour were provided by the local community. It was
regularly used for church services, baptisms and, until1937, school classes.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An unusual example of a multi-purpose community building erected beside a
farmhouse in an isolated, sparsely populated area.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:

(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in that it represents the importance of a sense of community in isolated
farming areas, and the nature and form of education in the district

(b)

it represents customs and ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives oflocal residents

REFERENCES:

Hertiage South Australia File No 13323 Nomination for Entry of Places in the State
Heritage Register, dated 16 April 1996, by D. Cordes on behalf of The Wilkin Family
Club
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Community Hall/Church, Netherton

PLACE NO.:

C0010

LOCATION:
Address:

Netherton Road, Netherton
Coorong District Council
Hundred of Peake

Land Description:

Section 35

Certificate of Title:

885/186

OWNER:

Netherton Hall Inc

Cl- M. Lienert, Yumali 5261
State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

9718/19
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Community Hall/Church, Netherton

PLACE NO.:

C0010

DESCRIPTION:
A substantial, random limestone rubble building with brick quoins and lancet head
windows and doors. Gable ends. Steeply pitched corrugated iron roof with expressed
brick chimney to one side. There is a small corrugated iron clad building with gable
ends and a finial cross to one side.

IDSTORY:
Netherton was not a gazetted town but a community centre, a focal point for the
surrounding settlers.
In August 1909, a public meeting resolved to erect a local hall. Messrs Paine Bros
were engaged as masons. Materials and labour were provided by the local community.
The hall was officially opened in March 191 0.
The hall was used for a variety of purposes such as public meetings and social
functions . It was used as a church and Baptist services were held there regularly. The
local school was held in the hall between 1912 and its closure in 1945.
In 1961 the original timber and iron room at the rear of the main hall was replaced with
a solid construction.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An unusual example of a combined community hall and church, indicative of the place

and pivotal role of the building in an isolated, sparsely populated area.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in that it is a physical manifestation of the existence and beliefs of its
community

(b)

it represents customs and ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

REFERENCES:
District Council of Peake Unpublished History
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Tauragat Well, via Coonalpyn

C0012

LOCATION:
Address:

Tauraget Well Road, approx 12 km North East of
Coonalpyn
Coorong District Council

Land Description:

Section 48

Hundred ofLivingston

Certificate of Title:

158/121

OWNER:

Coorong District Council
PO Box 28, Meningie 5264

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

National Trust of South Australia File No 1027

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

9715/9
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Tauragat Well, via Coonalpyn

PLACE NO.:

C0012

DESCRIPTION:

A more recent, long concrete drinking trough extending to the historic deep well, with
boarded sides. Well now protected with steel cage.

IDSTORY:

The first application for land in this area was made in 1873. A lease was issued for a
term of 21 years from 1st January 1874. The lease was transferred to Henry Scott in
1875.
Tarauget Well was sunk in 1876. It was 62 feet deep with a section measuring 6 feet x
4 feet . The first 28 feet of the well was timbered with split gum. On either side of the
well rubble and cement troughs were constructed, 294 feet long x 3 feet in width. The
appliances included one double whip of four gum standards and cross pieces with 2 x
18 inch, one x 30 inch and one x 45 inch grooved wheels.
The pastoral lease expired on 31st December 1894. An area of ten acres surrounding
the well was surveyed in July 1909 and two years later dedicated as a water
conservation reserve. Control of the reserve was transferred to the District Council of
Peake in 1936. The site has subsequently been transferred to the National Trust of
South Australia.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important reminder of the dependence upon ground water in opening up the district
for farming .

RELEVANT CRITERIA:

(a)

it displays historical and economic themes that are of importance to the local
area in that it represents the dependence upon wells and bores for the settlement
and development of the district

(b)

it represents ways oflife that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

REFERENCES:

District Council of Peake Unpublished History

National Trust of South Australia Index and Files, File No. 1027
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Community Hall, Sherlock

PLACE NO.:

COO 13

LOCATION:
Address:

Mallee Highway, Sherlock
Coorong District Council

Land Description:

Lot 9

Certificate of Title:

134/310

OWNER:

Sherlock Community Centre Inc

Hundred of Sherlock

Sherlock 5301

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

9718/6
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Community Hall, Sherlock

PLACE NO.:

C0013

DESCRIPTION:
A roughly coursed, limestone building with brick quoins. Corrugated iron roof with
projecting, ornamental half gabled front and signpanel. Round arch head to central
front doors.

IDSTORY:
The Hundred of Sherlock, within which the town is situated, was proclaimed in 1889.
The township of Sherlock was proclaimed on 8th August 1907.
In the early 1920s the local community expressed a desire for a community hall. At
that time they were using a large room adjoining the local store and post office for the
conduct of public meetings and social functions . Money was raised at various
functions and in 1927 the new hall was constructed and opened.

The hall was built by Mr Tom Saunders. His father, Mr John Saunders dressed the
stone and Mr E. Robertson was the builders labourer.
A supper room was added to the hall in the 1950s.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important example of the place and pivotal role of the community hall in providing
a sense of fellowship in sparsely populated rural areas, and of a building constructed
with the local stone.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it is a physical manifestation of the existence of its community

(b)

it represents ways of life that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques which are
representative of and significant to the local area

REFERENCES:
Manning, G.H. Place Names of South Australia Manning, Adelaide, SA (1990) page
284
District Council of Peake Unpublished History
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Baptist Church, Sherlock

PLACE NO.:

C0014

LOCATION:
Address:

Kelly Street, Sherlock
Coorong District Council

Land Description:

Lot 51

Certificate of Title:

347/152

OWNER:

South Australian Baptist Union

Hundred of Sherlock

134 The Parade, Norwood 5067

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

9718/7
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Baptist Church, Sherlock

PLACE NO.:

C0014

DESCRIPTION:
A finely detailed sandstone church with brick quoins and lancet windows, stepped,
front corner buttresses, and a projecting ornamental half gable and finial. Steps to
central front doors. A lower, stone vestry has been added at the rear.

IDSTORY:
The Baptist ministry was particularly strong along the Pinnaroo railway line from
Tailem Bend to Jabuk. The first service in Sherlock was held under a mallee tree in
1907. Subsequent services were held in an iron church building, constructed one mile
outside of the township .
In 1910 the local congregation moved to construct a stone church building. A town
allotment was acquired and the foundation stone laid on 24th November 1910.
The Sherlock Baptist Church, the first stone church on the Pinnaroo railway line, was
designed by Cowell & Cowell, Architects and built by Mr Heylen. It measured 25 feet
x 36 feet, with a large room at the rear measuring 25 feet x 14 feet. The church was
opened on 19th March 1911 .
In addition to being used for church services, the church was used for public meetings
and school.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
A substantial church exemplifying the presence and influence of Baptism in the
community of Sherlock, around which it was largely centred and an important
architectural work.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it represents the role ofBaptists, a minority denomination in the
development of the community

(b)

it represents customs that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics which are unusual in the district and of
significance to the local area
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Baptist Church, Sherlock

PLACE NO.:

C0014

REFERENCES:
District Council of Peake Unpublished History
Crabb, G. Baptists in Pinnaroo Country (1996)
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Cemetery, Sherlock

PLACE NO.:

COOlS

LOCATION:
Address:

Sherlock
Coorong District Council

Land Description:

Section 95

Certificate of Title:

n/a

OWNER:

Coorong District Council

Hundred of Sherlock

PO Box 28, Meningie 5264

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

9718/8
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Cemetery, Sherlock

PLACE NO.:

COOlS

DESCRIPTION:
A small cemetery in an isolated location outside the township, containing several
marble gravestones of early settlers.

IDSTORY:
The first burial at Sherlock was on 7th December 1915 .

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
A tangible record of the district's early settlement.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it records the families that settled and opened up the district

REFERENCES:
South Australian Genealogy and Heraldry Society Inc. Cemetery Index

MURRAY MALLEE HERITAGE SURVEY ( 1998)

A. & P. KLOEDEN

BRUCE HARRY & AsSOCIATES

407

Recommendation : Local Heritage Place
NAME: Former Schoolhouse, Jabuk

PLACE NO.:

C0016

LOCATION:
Address:

Ampton Street, Jabuk
Coorong District Council

Land Description:

Lots 2, 3 & 4

Certificate of Title:

3575/40

OWNER:

J.A. & R.E. Bottroff

Hundred ofPeake

280 Ryan Road, Willunga 5172

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

9718/22

MURRAY MALLEE HERITAGE SURVEY ( 1998)

A. & P. KLOEDEN

BRUCE HARRY & AsSOCIA1ES

408
Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Former Schoolhouse, Jabuk

PLACE NO.:

C0016

DESCRIPTION:
A small, typical country schoolhouse of the type reproduced many times in rural South
Australia, constructed of coursed limestone with brick quoins, large windows, and a
corrugated iron roofwith vented gablets. Corrugated iron lean to at rear and side.

IDSTORY:
The township of Jabuk, known until 1941 as Marmon Jabuk, was laid out in 1909.
The first school was established in 1911 in the local hall. The school continued to use
this building even after it was sold to the Baptist Union in 1930.
In 1936 this new school building was constructed. It was used until the school closed
in 1964, pupils being transferred to Geranium Area School. The following year it was
sold to the church.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
A typically small schoolhouse exemplifying the institutional approach to education in
rural communities, which played an integral part in the lives and education of much of
the local community.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the
local area in that it represents the nature and form of education in the town and
district

(b)

it represents ways of life that are characteristic ofthe local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays design characteristics and construction techniques which are typical of
rural schoolhouses in the region and is of significance to the local area

REFERENCES:
Manning, G.H Place Names of South Australia Manning, Adelaide, SA (1990) page
157
Nicholls, E. Jabuk on the Range Jabuk Jubilee 150 Committee, Jabuk, SA (1986)
pages 13, 14, 29,63,66, 68& 76
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Baptist Church, Jabuk

C0017

LOCATION:
Address:

Ampton Street, Jabuk
Coorong District Council

Land Description:

Lot 5

Certificate of Title:

842/39

OWNER:

South Australian Baptist Union

Hundred ofPeake

134 The Parade, Norwood 5067

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

9718/23
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Baptist Church, Jabuk

PLACE NO.:

C0017

DESCRIPTION:
A simple random limestone rubble church, with brick quoins. Corrugated iron roof
with ornamental timberwork to stone gable, and smaller projecting front porch with
single lancet window.

IDSTORY:
The Baptists were particularly active along the Pinnaroo railway line from Tailem Bend
to Jabuk.
In 1910 a community hall was built in Jabuk. It was used for public meetings, social
functions and was also the site of the town school. The hall was also used for a variety
of church services and functions .
The Baptist Church used the hall on a regular basis from 1910. In 1923 the hall
affiliated with the South Australian Institutes Association. In 1930, when the new
Institute building was constructed, the hall was sold to the Baptist Church for £300.
The old hall, now a Baptist Church, continued to be used for the school during the
week until1936.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
An important example of the influence of Baptism in the town and local district, its
centre being located in Sherlock, and of a rural church constructed from local
materials.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it represents the role of Baptists, a minority denomination in the
development of the community

(b)

it represents customs that are characteristic of the local area

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

(d)

it displays construction techniques which are representative of and of
significance to the local area
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place
NAME: Baptist Church, Jabuk

PLACE NO.:

C0017

REFERENCES:

Nicholls, E . Jabuk on the Range Jabuk Jubilee 150 Committee, Jabuk, SA (1986)
pages 13, 29, 58, 66, & 74
Crabb, G. Baptists in Pinnaroo Country (1996)

MURRAY MALLEE HERITAGE SURVEY (1998)

A. & P. KLOEDEN

BRUCE HARRY & AsSOCIATES

412

MURRAYMALLEEHERITAGE SURVEY (1998)

A & P. KLOEDEN

BRUCE HARRY & AsSOCIATES

413
Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

PLACE NO.:

NAME: Institute, Jabuk

C0018

LOCATION:
Address:

Ampton Street, Jabuk
Coorong District Council

Land Description:

Lot 8

Certificate of Title:

830/86

OWNER:

Jabuk Community Hall Inc

Hundred ofPeake

Jabuk 5301

State Heritage Status:

None

Other Assessments:

None Known

PHOTOGRAPH NO:

9718/24
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Recommendation : Local Heritage Place

NAME: Institute, Jabuk

PLACE NO.:

C0018

DESCRIPTION:
A random rubble building with brick quommg (all now painted) and a hipped
corrugated iron roof with vented gablets and an emphasised entrance. Symmetrical,
high level windows and foundation stone to front.

HISTORY:
The township of Jabuk, known until 1941 as Morman Jabuk, was laid out in 1909. In
1910 the local community erected a community hall. This hall was affiliated with the
South Australian Institutes Association in 1923.
In 1930 the original hall was sold to the Baptist Church when a new institute building

was constructed. The new building, measuring 60 feet x 30 feet, was built for the sum
of £1,058/14/3 pence.
Power was connected in 1962 and a new floor installed in 1970. In 1985, the hall
disaffiliated from the South Australian Institutes Association.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Represents the growth and reach of the Institute movement and its important place in
the education and development of the town and district.

RELEVANT CRITERIA:
(a)

it displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area in
that it represents the role, spread and influence of the

(c)

it has played an important part in the lives of local residents

REFERENCES:
Manning, G.H. Place Names of South Australia Manning, Adelaide, SA (1990) page
157
Nicholls, E . Jabuk on the Range Jabuk Jubilee 150 Committee, Jabuk, SA (1986)
pages 13, 29, 58 & 60- 61
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9. SUMMARY OF PLACES ASSESSED AND IDENTIFIED

The following is a list of the places assessed and identified during the fieldwork and
forms the basis from which recommendations for State Heritage Places and places of
local heritage value were made. The list includes places assessed, places currently
entered in the State Heritage Register, places recommended for entry in the Register
and places considered to be oflocal heritage value.

Place No:

This refers to the Place No to be found on the individual
heritage assessment reports to be found in Sections 4 - 8 of
this report.

Place Name:

This refers to the name of the place in current use or as
generally known, or a short descriptive name.

Current Status:

Recommendation:

This refers to the recognition already given to the place by:
SHR:

State Heritage Register

SHN:

State Heritage Register (Nominated)

RNE:

Register of the National Estate

The status of the place recommended by this survey:
S

State Heritage Register

L

Place of local heritage value
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Chapter 9 : Summary ofPlaces Assessed and Identified

Place No

Place Name

Current
Status

Recomm
endation

Southern Mallee District Council
SM01

L

All Saints Anglican Church, Pinnaroo

SM02

L

Former Lutheran Church, Pinnaroo

SM03

L

Uniting Church, Pinnaroo

SM04

L

SMOS

L

Former Masonic Lodge, Pinnaroo

SM06

L

Cemetery, Pinnaroo

SM07

L

Former Railway Station, Pinnaroo

SM08

L

Golden Grain Hotel, Pinnaroo

SM09

L

Cottage, Pinnaroo

SM10

L

Parr's Shop Building, Pinnaroo

SM11

L

Institute, Pinnaroo

SM12

L

Pinnaroo Hotel, Pinnaroo

SM13

L

Former Gaol, Pinnaroo

SM14

L

Irish Martyrs Catholic Church, Lameroo

SM15

s

St John the Baptist Anglican Church, Lameroo

SM16

L

Cemetery, Lameroo

SM17

L

Masonic Lodge, Lameroo

SM18

L

Former Shopffea Rooms, Lameroo

SM19

L

Former Bank Manager's Residence, Lameroo

SM20

s

Former Railway Station, Lameroo

SM21

L

Church of Our Lady of Good Counsel Catholic Church,
Pinnaroo
Catholic Church Manse, Pinnaroo

Uniting Church Manse, Pinnaroo
Timber Hall, adjoining Uniting Church, Pinnaroo
Main School Building, Pinnaroo
Cottage, 14 Hensley Street, Pinnaroo
Cottage, 22 Bundey Street, Pinnaroo

War Memorial, Pinnaroo

Iron House, 16 Vardon Terrace, Lameroo

Store, cnr Chandos & Railway Terrace, Lameroo
Pug and Pine Home, Yappara Road, Lameroo
Former Bank of Adelaide, Parilla
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Chapter 9 : Summary ofPlaces Assessed and Identified

Place No

Place Name

Current
Status

Recomm
endation

Southern Mallee District Council (continued)
Former Schoolhouse, Parilla

SM22

L

SM23

L

Hotel, Parilla
Store, Parilla
Iron Shop, Parilla
Former Shop/Residence, Parilla

SHR

Tree planted to Commemorate Japanese Surrender in
WWII, via Parilla
Schoolhouse, Parilla Well
Parilla Well
Community Hall, Gurrai
Former Schoolhouse, Gurrai
Community Hall, Karte
Cemetery, Parrak:ie

SM24

L

Former Hotel, Parrak:ie

SM25

L

SM26

L

KAROl

L

KAROl

L

Post Office, Karoonda

KAR03

L

St Finian's Catholic Church, Karoonda

KAR04

L

Uniting Church, Karoonda

KAR05

L

All Hallows Anglican Church, Karoonda

KAR06

L

Area School, Karoonda

KAR07

L

St John's Lutheran Church, Karoonda

KAR08

L

KAR09

L

Garra Homestead Ruins
Store, Geranium
Institute, Geranium

District Council of Karoonda-East Murray
Community Hall, Wynarka
Former Store, Wynarka
Masonic Lodge, Karoonda
Former Coffee Palace, Karoonda

Silos, Karoonda

Former Institute, Lowaldie
Former Institute, Borrika
Former Store, Borrika
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Chapter 9 : Summary ofPlaces Assessed and Identified
Place No

Place Name

Current
Status

Recomm
endation

District Council of Karoonda-East Murray (continued)
Community Hall, Sandalwood

KARlO

L

Fonner Shop/Residence, Sandalwood

KARll

L

Fonner East Murray Council Chambers, Halidon

KAR12

L

Water Tank, Mindarie

KAR13

L

Fonner Schoolhouse, Mindarie

KAR14

L

Simpson's Hotel, Wanbi

KARlS

L

Community Hall, Wanbi

KAR16

L

KAR17

L

Community Hall, Mantung

KAR18

L

Elizabeth Well (Ruin), near Mercunda

KAR19

Fonner Community Hall, Mercunda

KAR20

Nildottie Well (Ruin), Bakara

KAR21

Goyder's Line Commemorative Cairn, Mindarie
Fonner Soldiers Hall (Ruin), Mindarie

FannGroup, Galga

Fonner Butcher Shop, Wanbi
Fonner Carrier's Office, Wanbi
Iron Clad Store, Wanbi
Fonner Stationmaster's House, Wanbi
Fonner Schoolhouse, Wanbi
Fonner Store, Mantung

SHN

s
L

SHR

s

Pug and Pine Cottage (demolished), Nildottie Well,
Bakara
Lutheran Church, via Bakara

KAR22

L

Lutheran Cemetery, via Bakara

KAR23

L

KAR24

L

Turner Well, via Kalyan

KAR25

L

Fonner Community Hall, Kalyan

KAR26

L

KAR27

L

KAR28

L

Bakara Well (Ruins)
Silos, Galga
Cemetery, Galga
Silos, Copeville

Fonner Store, Perponda
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Perponda

Gribble Bore, near Perponda
Railway Station, Karoonda
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Place Name

Place No

Current
Status

419
Recomm
endation

District Council of Karoonda-East Murray (continued)
Former Store, Marama
Community Hall, Marama

District Council of Renmark Paringa
RENO I

L

New Well, New Well

LWOI

L

Notts Well (Ruin), Notts Well

LW02

L

Kreuz Kirche, Notts Well

LW03

L

Outbuildings, Notts Well Farm, Notts Well

LW04

L

Community Hall!Former Schoolhouse, Maggea

LW05

L

St John's Lutheran Church, Myrla

LW06

L

Eastern Well Staging Post (Ruin), via Mantung

LW07

Former Schoolhouse, Pinefield

District Council of Loxton W aikerie
Former Well (Ruin), Moorook West Road

Soldiers Memorial Hall, Wunkar

SHR

s

Former Well (Ruin), near Caliph
Former Community Hall, Caliph

LW09

L

LWIO

L

Former Lutheran Church, Nangari

LWll

L

Water Tower, via Loxton

LW12

L

Institute, Taldra

LW13

L

St Martin's Lutheran Church, Bugle Hut

LW14

L

Former Schoolhouse/Institute, Bugle Hut

LW15

L

St John's Lutheran Church, Taplan

LW16

L

Institute, Taplan

LW17

L

Farm Group, near Holder
Former Schoolhouse, Pata
Schoolhouse site, Nadda

Former Shop, Taldra

Former School Group (Ruin), Noora
Former Store, Taplan
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Chapter 9 : Summary ofPlaces Assessed and Identified

Place Name

Place No

Current
Status

Recomm
endation

District Council of Loxton Waikerie (continued)
Fonner Schoolhouse, Meribah

LW18

L

Community Hall, Meribah

LW19

L

Lutheran Church, Meribah

LW20

L

Lutheran Sunday School, Meribah

LW21

L

Fonner Brown's Well Council Chambers, Paruna

LW22

L

St Ailbe's Catholic Church, Paruna

LW23

L

Cemetery, Paiuna

LW24

L

FonnerShop, Paruna

LW25

L

Anglican Church, Paruna

LW26

L

Fonner School, Malpas

LW27

L

Community Hall(s), Alawoona

LW28

L

Fonner Shop/Residence, Alawoona

LW29

L

Fonner Schoolhouse, Alawoona

LW30

L

Fonner Police Station and Cell, Alawoona

LW31

L

Fonner Lutheran Church, Alawoona

LW32

L

Fonner Methodist Church and Manse, Alawoona

LW33

L

Cemetery, Alawoona

LW34

L

Community Hall, Chucka Bend

MMOl

L

Cemetery, Bow Hill

MM02

L

Fonner Methodist Church, Claypans

MM03

L

Fonner School/Institute (Ruin), New Era

MM04

L

Fonner Schoolhouse, Oxford Landing

MM05

L

Fonner Schoolhouse, Cooke Plains

CCX:XH

L

Soldiers Memorial Hall, Cooke Plains

C0002

L

Fonner Church, Paruna
Hall, Paruna

Mid Murray Council

Coorong District Council
Community Hall, Naturi
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Chapter 9 : Summary ofPlaces Assessed and Identified

Place No

Place Name

Current
Status

Recomm
endation

Coorong District Council (continued)
Former Store, Cooke Plains
Former Chapel, Cooke Plains
Community Hall, Manilong
Former 'Moorlands' Shearing Shed, Moorlands

COC>03

L

Former 'Moorlands' Settlers Cottage, Moorlands

COC>04

L

COC>05

L

Polly's Well, Peake

COC>06

L

Baptist Church and Manse, Peake

COC>07

L

COC>08

L

Former Post Office, Moorlands
Horeseman's Grave, Moorlands
Community Hall, Moorlands
Schoolhouse, Spring Hill
Wellcome Well, Buccleugh
Silos, Peake

Store, Peake
Former Church, Peake
Water Tower, Dukes Highway, Peake
Former Schoolhouse, Peake
Former Well (Ruin), near Mt Hannah
SHN

L

Former Community Hall, Roby

COC>09

Community Hall/Church, Netherton

COOlO

L

Tauragat Well, via Coonalpyn

C0012

L

Community Hall, Sherlock

C0013

L

Baptist Church, Sherlock

C0014

L

Cemetery, Sherlock

COOlS

L

Former Schoolhouse, Jabuk

C0016

L

Baptist Church, Jabuk

C0017

L

C0018

L

Hurtles well (Ruin), via Netherton

House, Buccleugh
Community Hall, Buccleugh

Store, Jabuk
Institute, Jabuk
Water well, Jabuk
Hawk's Nest Well, via Cooke Plains

C0019

SHR

s
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Chapter 9 : Summary ofPlaces Assessed and Identified

Place Name

Place No

Current
Status

Recomm
endation

C0020

SHR

s

Coorong District Council (continued)
Hall, Coomandook
Perkindoo Well, via Cooke Plains
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