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INTRODUCTION

In 1981, the Department of Environment and Planning prepared an the
Assessment Report of the Environmental Impact Statement produced for the
Olympic Dam Project. This report did not identify any items of European
heritage under threat in the mining area, but it did note a number of
heritage items in the surrounding area. These included pastoral dwellings
or buildings associated with outback stations, the Birdsville Track,
Strangways Springs Repeater Station and locations along the proposed
Woomera-Andamooka-Far ina ring route, north of Lake Torrens. The report
anticipated that increased population in the area would have a detrimental
effect on these remote sites.
In an attempt to protect these sites and associated structures, the
Heritage Conservation Branch is currently undertaking a programme to
identify and record heritage items in the Far North region of the State,
and to initiate management and development controls. This report has
therefore been prepared to identify heritage items within the Andamooka
township.
Andamooka lies 25 kms north-east of Olympic Dam and is already experiencing
some of the effects of increased population in the area. The amenities and
life style at Andamooka it seems are preferred by some to those provided at
Olympic Dam Village, and thus housing and building s-ites in Andamooka are
in great demand. As a result, there has been land speculation in the town,
and a number of potential herita-ge items along the main street have been
demolished to make way for commercial development.
-Members from the Heritage Conservation Branch visited Andamooka in October
1984 to initiate a broad-brush survey of the town. This was done in close
liaison with the Andamooka Prog_ress Association, and only those items which
had the owner's full cooperation were investigated and prepared for
registration. Other items considered to be of local heritage importance
were photographically recorded and the extent of their distribution within
the township can be seen on the Andamooka Township Plan.

RECOMMENDATIONS
(a)

It is recommended that the Historic Reserve and Dick Clark's
Residence be placed on the Register of State Heritage Items (see
separate reports for each item).

(b)

Any funds allocated to the Andamooka Progress and Opal Miners'
Association be used for work on items on the Register of State
Heritage Items.

(c)

Future landscaping of the Historic Reserve should reflect the
conditions experienced by the original inhabitants of the cottages.

(d)

Roadworks along the Main Street should take into consideration the
proper drainag e of the historic site as the effects of seasonal
flooding will have an irreversible and destructive effect upon the
fragile structures in the Historic Reserve.
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- 2 ANDAMOOKA - A BRIEF OUTLINE

The opal mining townsh ip of Andamo oka, 610km north of Adelaid
e, is one of
the world's major sources of preciou s opal. Opal is obtaine
d from a narrow
opal bearing boulde r which is usually found between 8-40 feet
in the
ground . This opal zone consis ts of layers of hard white clay
and blocks of
ancien t quartz which have been encrust ed with a silica bearing
solutio n,
which in time has accumu lated and formed a translu cent stone
which is
highly prized for its bright spectra l colour s.
The commer cial value of opal depends on its colour, clarity
, effects and
size. Andamo oka opal is highly regarde d by buyers as it is
consid ered to
be stronge r and of better quality than Coober Pedy opal. The
opal is
usually sold to buyers who visit· the field for varying lengths
of time and
they buy direct from the miners for cash. The buyers then
negoti ate with
oversea s buyers whose orders are largely for uncut stone, the
bulk of which
is exporte d to the U.S., Hong Kong, Japan and German y, where
it is cut and
polishe d and sold through out the world. A small spare time
trade is
carried out on the field making double ts and specime ns and
these are
genera lly sold through local touris t outlets .
Andamo oka has an arid climate , with a low rainfa ll averagi ng
about 140mm
per year.
Floods are infrequ ent, but when they do occur, create havoc
as
the main street of Andamo oka is the course of the Opal Creek.
Temper atures
vary enormo usly with frosts falling during winter nights and
summer
maximum s often exceed ing 37 C.
The topogra phy of the area is basica lly that of a dissect ed
tablela nd.
Andamo oka sits approx imately 130m above sea level and is part
of the Stuart
Range Plateau which extend·s northw ard from the town towards
the Stuart
Range.
Throug hout the opal fields, well defined creek channe ls drain
eastwa rds
into Lake Torren s, and in the interdu nal area-s·, claypan s, sal
tpans and
swamps provide the only other means of drainag e. Sandun es
cover much of
the area, and the tablela nds are scatter ed with gibber and
outcrop s of
limesto ne. The region suppor ts a variety of vegeta tion includi
ng steppe
grasse s, saltbus h, mulga scrub, acacia s, native pine, tea
tree, casuar inas,
epheme rals and bluebu sh.
Andamo oka was first sighted in 1858 by John McDoua ll Stuart
and he named
the area after a native design ation meaning 'large waterh ole'.
Between
1839-18 62, a large number of explor ers and survey ors visited
the far north
of the state and their favoura ble reports led to an expans
ion of pastor al
activit y in the region.
In 1872, a pastor al lease was taken out for
Andamo oka Station , and 58 years later, in 1930, two bounda
ry riders, Sam
Brookes and Roy Sheppe rd, found opal floater s at a site now
known as
Treloa rs Hill.
The discove ry was not genera lly made known but news of
major finds leaked out and brough t miners to the field.
Their number s
fluctua ted over the years with peak produc tion and popula tion
occurin g
during the late 1960's. The early miners worked in shafts
ranging from 224 feet in depth, but with the introdu ction of machin ery (the
Yorke Hoist,
backho e, bulldoz er and blower) more financ ially intensi ve
and system atic
large scale mining came into operati on during the l950-6 0's
.
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Today, Andamooka is a sprawling township spread out over an area of about 6
square kilometre s.
It is set in the hollow of an otherwise deadflat
desert, and as one enters the town, one is struck by the profusion of white
mullock heaps and the randomnes s of its layout.
Roads and paths wind down
eroded inclines, and houses have been built wherever it has taken the
owner's fancy.
Temporary , make-do accommod ation has always been a fact of life at
Andamooka . Where once tents, dugouts, corrugate d iron humpies and stone
shelters were the only type of housing on the field, today many houses
consist of prefabric ated structure s and transport able houses locally known
as "Woomera Huts".
Despite the fact that Andamooka has been in existence
for 50 years an air of semi-perm anence still pervades the place.
Great
wealth has been discovere d undergrou nd but the town seems to have benefited
little from these discoveri es. Public buildings , always an indicator of a
town's prosperit y and confidenc e, are often built in the same manner and
style as that of private dwellings .
For example, the Andamooka Town Hall
and Andamooka Community Church are unpainted galvanise d iron buildings .
Governmen t regulatio ns have had little effect over the lives of people
living at Andamooka , it not being an incorpora ted town. However, it is
subj-ect to Planning Commissio n control.
For this reason, the inhabitan ts
appear to take some pride in the fact that "you can do whatever you like up
here", reflectin g the basic tenet of the Andamooka lifestyl e- the freedom
to derive ones income, and to live as one wishes. Nonethele ss, the
Andamooka Progress Associati on (establish ed before 1960) is a semi-off icial
form of local governmen t, and it has done much to improve amenitie-s on the
field, such as supplying water to homes at minimal cost and building
recreatio nal facilitie s.
The Progress Associati on has also played an
important role in preservin g the Miners Dugouts in the Historic Reserve.
Calls for the organized developme nt of Andamooka has always met with
oppositio n. The majority of the populatio n is made up of intineran t
workers, and historica lly this group has had little interest in securing
annual licences to cover residenti al sites, or to freehold titles for land
on which dwellings have been built. This attitude contrasts strongly with
that of the small static section of the community which have settled in the
town and have acquired business interests and propertie s which they are
keen to safeguard .
The question of land tenure is being considere d at the moment, as are
questions about the establishm ent of some form of local governmen t.
A
cadastral survey of Andamooka was undertake n in the early 1970's and the
town boundary was declared in 1976. Since then a number of freehold titles
have been issued, and today the Departmen t of Lands is responsib le for the
building standards of the town and land controls operating within its
boundarie s.
The Andamooka Heritage Survey was undertake n with the assistanc e of a
number of people, and we wish in particula r to thank Bill Giles of the
Andamooka Special Rural School, !an and Karla Kimber of the Andamooka
Progress Associati on and Parry Kostaglou for his assistanc e in the field.
Mrs. May Perry, Anne Pitt and Dick Clark were invaluabl e sources of oral
histor y and this report could not have been prepared without their help.
A complete list of written sources if provided at the end of the report.

. .. I 4

-

4 -

CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

1839

Edward John Eyre sighted and named Lake Torrens from Mount Eyre.

1842

The explorer, C. Dutton, disappeared while attempting to follow Eyre's
tracks around the head of Spencer Gult.

1846

The explorer, J.F. Hqrrocks, was killed by the accidental discharge of
a gun while endeavouring to reach the interior of the continent by a
route to the west of Lake Torrens. Horrocks penetrated country to the
we-st of Beda Hill and reached Lake Dutton.

1858

B.H. Babbage led a Government sponsored party to explore country at
the head of Spencer Gulf and to the north-west between Lake Gardiner
and Lake Torrens.

1858

John McDouall Stuart and William Finke penetrated 240m north-west of
Babbages Camp and trav.elled up through Andamooka to the Stuart Range.
Andamooka was named by Stuart after an Aboriginal designation meaning
"large waterhole".

1859

Assistant Surveyor-General, W.G. Goyder, explored the Lake Torrens
district and described it as "a stockholders paradise in winter".

1862

Stuart travelled through the Lake Torrens district on his expedition
across the continent to the Gulf of Carpentaria. At about this time
Charles Swindon, accompanied by an Aboriginal, brought back specimens
of gold allegedly discovered near Andamooka.

1868

James Bowman and Phillip Hiern took out a lease on behalf of H.J.
Richman for 200 square miles of land on Pernatty Creek.
{"Pernatty
Station" was stocked with sheep in 1871).

1869

A pastoral lease was taken out for Yeltacowie Station.

1872

A pastoral lease was taken out for Andamooka Station.

1874

Monalena Station lease taken up.

1874

Chances Swamp (later Roxby Downs Station) lease taken up.
Arcoona Station lease taken up.
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1875

Joseph Brookes underto ok the first Governm ent trigono metric
al survey
of the area.

1876

Ernest Giles travell ed westwa rds from Pernatt y Lagoon on his
expedi tion to Perth.

1878

Camels first used as transp ort by Sir Thomas Elder during a
period of
well sinking , and fencing in the area west of Lake Torren s.

1888

Pastor al expans ion in the area reached a peak in 1888.
By the late
1890's, all of the origin al north-w est leases had expired .

1898

Copper mining operati ons commen ce near Pernatt y Lagoon .

1908

First discove ry of opal at Charli es Swamp (later Stuart Creek
Opal
Field).

1912

Commen cement of c-onstru ction of the Transc ontinen tal railway
line a-t
Port August a.

1930

Opal first discove red at Andamo oka by two bounda ry riders,
Sam Brooke s
and Roy Sheppe rd, on the hillsid e of what is now known as Treloa
rs
Hill.
It was identif ied as preciou s opal by Mr. Bruce Foulis, Manage
r
of Andamo oka Station on 29 August , 1930.

1933

The first gauger s, R. Treloa r and P. Evans worked at Andamo
oka for
severa l months and obtaine d opal to the value of 962 pounds
before the
discov ery was genera lly made known.
First opal miners arrive at Andamo oka.

1931

System atic study of the vegeta tion of the plateau west of Lake
Torren s
made by Murray .

1934

Opal to the value of 656 pounds produce d during the year .

1935

At 30/6/35 , 14 opal miners were working on the Andamo oka field.
Workin gs consist ed of shallow shafts ranging from 2-24 ft in
depth.
Major cla ims were One Tree Hill, Teloar s Claim, Middle Hill,
Bounda ry
Riders Hill, Stevens Gully and German Gully.
Living co ndition s were
rough and primiti ve and the majori ty of miners lived in tents
or semidugout s.
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Opal to the value of 1,049 pounds produced during the year.

1939

R.W. Segnit in a survey described the geological features of the
region (between Andamooka, Roxby Downs and Parakylia Stations) as
Lower Cambrian.

1940

Opal to the value of 9,022 pounds produced during the year.

1942

First general store and butcher shop established by Reg Absolom.

1946

30 resident miners working on field.
First well sunk in Opal Creek and dams established at Andamooka
Station.
A record price of 50 pounds was paid for an ounce of opal.
Mr. H. Rathman, the mail contractor, offered to extend the Pimba Roxby Downs service to Andamooka, and a free bag was established with
mail arriving every Thursday.
A telephone l .ine from Andamooka to Andamooka Station was erected by
volunteer labour.
The Andamooka School ("The Log Cabin") was built by volunteer labour.
Lieut-Gen. J.F. Evetts visited Australia to select a site for the
establishment of a guided weapons testing rang-e.

1947

150 adults living on field.
Workings consisted of shafts ranging from 0-40 feet.
The Andamooka School was officially opened, with the first teacher
being Mr. R.J. Bills.
Local residents built a Post Office, and Miss M.D. Berrington was th e
first post mistress.
Commencement of Weapons Research Establishment at Woomera.

1948

58 miners working on field.
Radio telephone installed in the dugout of Mr. and Mrs . S. Brookes.
Visit of the first flying doctor to Andamooka (Dr. Woods).

1949

60 miners working on field.

.. . 17
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First Aid Centre establish ed.

1950

Opal to the value of 3,119 pounds produced during the year.

1955

The Andamooka Community Church was built after 1,000 pounds had been
raised by local people.
Opal to the value of 34,120 pounds produced during the year.
Mr. Frank Schulten installs pneumatic earth moving equipment and a
new era of mining operation s begin.
An estimated 100 people living on field (40-50 actively engaged in
opal mining).

1957

"The Tuckerbox Restauran t" opened.
A 20' x 20' school room was built.
(Faciliti es were further extended
in 1964 and 1971, and the school became known as the Andamooka Area
School).
In 1957 there were 28 pupils at the school.

1958

An estimated 220 people living on the field, including 100
Aborigina ls.

1959

An estimated 300 people living on the field, including 100
Aborigina ls.

1960

Opal to the value of 183,459 pounds produced during the year .

1962

The Andamooka Community Hall was built.
Beginning of the worst drought in Andamook a's history,

(1962-67) .

Andamooka Cooperati ve Store built and managed by a local committee .
Opal to the value of 377,086 pounds produced during the year.
An estimated 800 miners working on field.

1963

The Opal Restauran t (later the Opal Hotel) built by Mr. Anderson.
"Opal Air" commences operation s.

1964

"Far North Supplies" built by Mr. John Lyons.

... I 8

-

8 -

Estim ated popu lation of 1,000 peop le livin
g on field , inclu ding 150
Abor igina ls.

1955

Aust ralia n Inlan d Missi on Hosp ital opene d.
appo inted were Siste r Marg aret Burro ws and

1966

Appo intme nt of the first resid ent polic e offic
er on the field .

1968

A bus servi ce betwe en Andam ooka and Adel aide
was estab lishe d by Lewis
Bros.

The first nurse s
Siste r Amel ia Howd en.

Anda mook a's first baker y opene d by Kene t Bros
.
200 pound s was paid for an ounce of uncu t
stone .
1970

Mr. Peter Vlack , a local resid ent dona tes
funds to build a schoo l
swimm ing pool.
Andam ooka Kind ergar ten comm enced opera tion
with an enrol lmen t of 28
pupi ls. Two instr ucto rs appo inted - Mrs.
D. Tolch er and Mrs . J.
Newma-n.

1972

Star t in decli ne of opal pr-od uctio n (1972
-76) and decre ase in
popu latio n.
Mr. Bela Sido, a profe ssion al glass blow er,
built "The Bott le Hous e".

1974

A comm ercial 240v powe r suppl y estab lishe d
by Mr . John Lyon s.
Andam ooka Town ship procl aime d 20 June, 1974.

1975

Andam ooka Prog ress Asso ciatio n Hall burn t
down.

1976

220 r e giste red claim s at Andam ooka.
Popu lati o n estim ated at 500 peop le .
The Depa rtmen t of Mines spons ored a geolo
gical surve y of the Andam ook a
area and began a subsi dized minin g progr amme
.
Andam ooka Town Boun dary gaze tted 16/12 /7 6
.

1978

A s e ve r e s torm hit Andam o o ka a nd c aus e d an
e s t im a t e d $80,0 00 worth of
d a mag e .

1979

Of ficia l openi ng of And a mooka Pro g res s a nd
Opal Mine rs Asso c i a tion
Hall.
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- 10 ANDAMOOKA HISTORIC AREA
In the early 1930's when miners first came to Andamooka their living
conditions were rough and primitive.
Many lived in tents, humpies and
dugouts, and these were built on the sides of ridges and hills and along
the banks of Opal Creek.
The Macquarie Dictionary describes a dugout as being "a rough shelter or
dwelling formed by an excavation in the ground or in the face of a bank".
Unlike the Coober Pedy dugouts, - where some are voluminous enough to
accommodate a swimming pool or even a truck - the Andamooka dugouts are not
excavated caves in the ground and in general are much smaller. The reason
for this according to local tradition, is because the soil at Andamooka has
a much higher clay content than Coober Pedy soil, making it unsafe for
large volumes to be excavated.

coober pedy dugout

an-damoo-ka

se-mi- dugout

Instead, the Andamooka dwellings are conventionally built of stone, timber
or a combination of the two and a portion set into, or against excavated
ground. The roof of the Andamooka semi-dugout is (in all cases observed so
far) of the conventional built-up type, either skillion or gable.
Construction techniques and materials for the semi-dugouts varied widely,
and often a combination of techniques and materials were applied to one
building.
Where stone was used for walling, it was either bedded onto mud based
mortar or laid dry. Where upright native pine saplings were used, the
builders applied a variation on the traditional wattle and daub walling
technique, the end result being a smooth, mud rendered wall surface.
The traditional Andamooka roof consisted of a series of closely spaced
saplings, pitched between a central ridge - itself being supported by
intermediate posts - and outer wall.
Hessian, tin or some other water resistant material was then laid atop the
saplings upon which a layer of compacted soil was placed.
Finally, the int e rnal and external walls and ceilings were sometimes
whitewashed, the floor remained compacted e arth or was f lagged, and do o rs
and windows, with the appropriate fittings were either made on site or
imported from elsewhere.
. . I 11
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Early opal miners led a mobile and transient life. They followed the
vagaries of rumour and inclination, fossicked and pegged claims and built
temporary living quarters as they went.
Given the itinerant nature of
their lives, the dugouts suited the Andamooka miners very well.
Dugouts
were probably built with a short life in mind, and it is interesting to
note that once built they found constant use with a succession of temporary
occupants living in them (see the history of Percy Wards Dugout).
Alluvial miners build very little and what is built is usually primitive
and hastily constructed. The Andamooka dugouts are simple, functional and
non-elaborate, and show use of materials found to hand.
In form and
structure they are reminiscent of the earlier, more flimsy tent structures.
At Andamooka, labour and prefabricated building supplies were expensive and
transport costs precluded the purchase of most manufactured materials from
Adelaide or Port Augusta, and thus the builders resorted to their
surroundings for the things needed as well as their ingenuity in the
manufacture of their homes.
The Andamooka Progress and Opal Miners' Association has recently
established a Historic Reserve on the northern side of the main street on
allotments 186, 188 and 189 in the central area of town. The small reserve
contains the following 5 historic sites.

1.

Mr. Albertoni's House

2.

Percy Ward's Dugout

3.

Tom Brady's Hut

4.

Mrs. Perry's Kitchen

5.

Absaloms Dugout

These dwellings provide an excellent vantage point from which the social
history of Andamooka can be viewed.
Mrs. May Parry who lived at Andamooka
for about 30 years was able to provide much information about the early
life of the settlement and this was invaluable in the preparation of the
Heritage Survey.
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Andamoo ka Heritage Survey

Site No. 1

Alberto ni's House

Lot 189

This house was one of the first to be built on the Andamoo ka Opal field.
It was begun in 1931, at the time of the first discove ries of opal at
Andamoo ka and has seen little alterati on or structu ral change since the
time of its constru ction.
The house was built by Mr. Frank Alberto ni on Section 189 opposite the
main
area of town and is set on the banks of the Opal Creek.
Frank Alberto ni
(1883-19 77) came to Andamoo ka with his brother Andrew from Blinman in
1931.
Togethe r they worked as opal gaugers in the German Gully area. Andrew
Alberto ni died in 1942 and Frank spent the rest of his life living and
working at Andamoo ka. Accordin ging to those who knew him, Frank Alberto
ni
was a small energet ic man who had a knack for improvi sing and making
do and
his house bears witness to this. The house was built on 3 levels and
included a living room at the lower level, workshop in the central room
and
a sleepou t on the upper level. The living room and workshop were built
in
1931 and the sleepou t was built in 1943.
The walls are a combina tion of building techniqu es, includin g wattle
and
daub and dry laid stone constru ction. Native pine roof members and rafters
support a hessian bag and canvas ceiling . The house has been white-w
ashed
througho ut and the floors have - in part - been paved with flagston es.
An
opal safe has been set into the south wall of the living room and on
the
opposite wall there is a large stone fireplac e, the externa l flue having
been manufac tured from kerosene tins. The three rooms are not
intercon nected, and access is gained through externa l doors, the lower
one
of which is 'protect ed' by a pine and brush verandah .
Intercon necting
opening s through the gable walls provide adequate ventila tion.
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Andam ooka Herita ge Survey

Site No. 2

Percy Ward's Dugout

Lot 188

This dugou t was built by George Molych a for Bob Cutzow
in 1941.
Both men
were miners and the dwelli ng shows eviden ce of its rough
make-d o origin s .
Over the years it has seen a succes sion of tempo rary
owners and occupa nts
and it has remain ed in a simila r condit ion to that of
when it was first
built.
This dugou t is a typica l semi-d ugout with a native pine,
earth covere d roof
struct ure and a combi nation of stone, wattle and daub
and lath and plaste r
wall finish es .
The excava ted portio n of the room has a limest one surrou
nd and the entran ce
area has been roughl y covere d with branch es and length
s of bush timber .
It
was given added suppo rt with discar ded ladder s and bed
frames .
The presen t owner Mr. Percy Ward is a part-t ime prospe
ctor from Port
Augus ta who spends the winter months workin g at Andam
ooka.
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Anda mook a Heri tage Surv ey

Site No. 3.

Tom Brad y's Dugo ut

Lot 186

This dugo ut was buil t by Mr. Tom Brad y,
an opal buye r from Sydn ey.
Durin g
the late 1930 's, Tom Brad y occa sion ally
visit ed Anda mook a to buy speci mens
of prec ious opal .
He woul d only stay for two or three days
and in gene ral
cond ucted his busi ness in a casu al and
very infor mal mann er. When news of
his arriv al sprea d aroun d the field , mine
rs with prec ious ston e to sell
woul d make thei r way to wher e he was camp
ed and woul d proc eed to nego tiate
a suita ble pric e for thei r ston e.
In 1940 , Brad y reali zed there was a
stead y supp ly of opal to be had at Anda
mook a, and buil t this hut to
accom moda te hims elf on his visi ts. He
carr ied out his busi ness from these
prem ises for abou t six year s.
The hut was buil t in the early 1940 's
on Sect ion 188. Basi cally , it is a
skil lion roof ed hut whic h utili zes the
ridge behin d it as a back wall . The
build ing does not ente r into the earth
and has thre e free stand ing wall s.
The hut is a smal l recta ngul ar shap ed
room with a tin roof slop ing towa rd
the fron t. It has one side door and two
shut tered wind ows made from petr ol
case s. The cent ral supp ort and rafte rs
are of nativ e pine , and the wall s
are made of sand stone and mud.
Both inte rior and exte rior wall s were
whit ewas hed.
In 1946 , Mr. Brad y gave the hut to an
opal mine r, Mr. Jim Perr y, who with his
wife May, had been livin g in a tent on
the lowe r east ern side of the Opal Cree
k
sinc e 1935 . Mr. Perry died in 1951 , and
from 1951 unti l 1965 Mrs. Perry used
this build ing as her sleep out. This build
ing shou ld be view ed in conj unct ion
with the hous e next door (Hou se No. 4)
as they make up a unit and are buil t upon
the same allot men t.
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Site No. 4.

Mrs Perry's Kitchen

Lot 186

The first dwelling on this site was built by Ernie Sherman, an opal buyer
in 1934. A rough stone shelter, it fell into disrepair, and was
demolished in 1951.
In its place, Mr. Frank Albertoni and Mrs. May Perry
built a dugout which she used as her kitchen.
Perhaps the most stylish of
all the dugouts built in the Historic Reserve it is also the best
documented as Mrs. Perry is still alive and was able to provide information
about its constructio n and use.
The kitchen is set into the ridge behind it and is a typical semi-dugout .
It has a wide pitched exposed frame roof and a return verandah.
Native
pine provided the structural support to the building, and the walls were
made of sandstone covered with a mud plaster.
Mr. Albertoni did the
excavation, stone masonry and carpentry, while Mrs. Perry pugged and
whitewashed the walls, both internally and externally.
The roof was made of timber, cardboard, and bags covered with earth. The
sheets of iron covering the verandah were derived from pipe packaging
discarded during the laying of the Woomera to Lake Arcoona pipeline. Apart
from this, the building shows many other instances of recycling.
During
the time of Mrs. Perry's residence, she terraced the rocky incline behind
the house with steps and planted a variety of trees and shrubs. She was a
keen gardener and took pride in the beds of flowers which grew along the
front fence and to the side of the verandah.
At this point, it is useful to provide some information about
Mrs. Perry for she was not only closely involved with many of
who lived in the dugouts in the Historic Reserve but her life
something about the way of life at Andamooka during the early

the life of
the people
illustrates
days.

Mrs. Perry (nee May Smith) was born in Worcester, England and migrated to
Australia in 1920. She arrived in Sydney, and then travelled to South
Australia where she variously worked as a cook and station hand at the
Oaks, Hallet and Mt. Bryan Stations in the mid-north of the State. She
found that the outback life suited her as she enjoyed horse riding and took
a keen interest in the environment and her surrounding s.
She met her husband James Perry while working at the "Collinsvil le" Sheep
Stud near Burra and they continued to find employment as agricultura l
workers.
However, with the depression of 1929 and large scale unemploymen t
in rural areas, the Perry's moved to Mannum where they established a
fishing reach on the River Murray, and Jim found work on the locks, and in
the local stone quarries.
While they were living and working at Mannum, the Perry's met Jack Hillman
an opal miner from Coober Pedy, and he proposed that they join together and
drive up to Coober Pedy and try their luck on the opal fields.
They
purchased a car in Adelaide, converted it into a buckboard and set off from
Cowandilla in 1931. While on their way to Coober Pe dy they heard rumours
about opal being discovered at Andamooka, and decid ed to investigate thi s
for themselves.
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When they arrived at Andamoo ka, they found only 10 miners working claims,
and Mrs. Perry recalls Bill Hallion, Bert Wilson, Miss Berringt on and
Andy
Absalom as being the first people she got to know at Andamoo ka.
The
Perry's worked together digging shafts and picking and gouging drives,
and
though they found some saleable opal, Mrs. Perry describe s their labours
as
being "modera tely success ful".
Their time at Andamoo ka was interrup ted by visits and holidays to Adelaid
e,
and by a stint of work at the Salisbur y Munition s factory during the
war,
and in 1947-48 Mrs. Perry returned to England for a visit.
For most of ~
their early life at Andamoo ka the Perry's lived in a tent on the lower
eastern side of Opal Creek, but in 1946 a dugout became vacant in the
central part of town (Tom Brady's Hut) and the Perry's moved into it.
In
1~51, Jim Perry died and Mrs. Perry uncertai n
what to do next, decided to
stay on at Andamoo ka.
She was a competa nt opal gouger, being strong enough to sink shafts by
herself and had worked in the Lunatic Hill, Guns Gully and Boundary
Rider
areas.
In addition , she gave correspo ndence lessons to several children
as there was no school at Andamoo ka.
It was a difficu lt and solitary life
which was made easier by the help and kindness of two life long friends,
Jim Watson and Harry Vickers .
In 1965, Mrs. Perry left Andamoo ka with Jim
Watson and Harry Vickers and they moved to Purnong on the River Murray
where they bought a house.
Jim Watson died in 1979, and Harry Vickers died
recently .
(Mrs. Perry now lives at Firle in Adelaid e).
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Site No. 5

Absalom's House

Lot 186

Mr. Andy Absalom, father of the outback artist Jack Absalom, was one of the
pioneers of the Andamooka Opal field and proprietor of the first general
store on the field.
He built his house in 1942.
His house, built on Section 1864, is a typical semi-dugout with an
excavated rear wall set into a stony ridge with gabled roof.
The
structural components of the_ roof consist of native pine rafters (Callitris
glauca) covered with sheets of iron and earth material derived from the
excavation.
In addition, layers of cane grass (Eragrostis australasic a)
have been placed onto the roof, giving it a thatched appearance.
This
provides adequate protection for the room below, as does the canvas and
hessian ceiling attached to the underside of the roof-framin g members.
These hessian and canvas layers provide protection not only from the rain
but also from the fine dust which is a constant menace in Andamooka.
At the front of the house there are two high stone walls, a door and 3
packing case frames set into the wall to function as windows.
The building has been set up as a museum and features some of the original
fixtures, including a bed, stool, chair and benches, stove and fireplace.
The interior walls of the building have been white washed.
Mr. Absalom lived in his house for eight years, and when Mr. and Mrs. Perry
took up residence at House No. 3, Absalom's dugout was vacant and Mrs.
Perry used it as her kitchen. After Mr. Albertoni levelled Ernie Sherman's
camp and built the kitchen for her (House No. 4) she gave him Absalom's
dugout in gratitude for his assistance.
Albertoni sold the dugout to Harry Vickers in 1960, and after his depature
from the field, the dugout found a succession of temporary occupants before
it fell into disrepair.
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FORMER RESIDENTS OF THE DUGOUTS IN THE ANDAMOOKA PROGRESS
AND OPAL MINERS ASSOCIATION (APOHA) HISTORICAL RESERVE

This list gives the names of former residents of the
Dugouts in the APOMA Historic al Reserve, their occupatio
n, period of residency
and resident ial status.
Resident ial status is shown as (0) Owner; (B) Builder;
(L) Leasee.

SITE

1

1. Frank Alber toni,
Opal Miner .
1933-77 ) .
(0).

SITE

1.
2.

( Bl .

3.
2. Andrew Alberton i,
Opal Miner ,
( 1933-77) ,
(0).

4.
5.

(B)

6.
7.

SITE

George Holycha, Opal
Miner (1941), (B)
Bob Lutzow, Opal
Miner (1943-45 ), (0)
Bert Pax ton, Opal Miner
1947-48 (L)
Unidenti fied, School
Teacher (1955-57) (L)
Jim Fogerty, Opal
Miner ( ---). (L)
Paddy Tierney, Opal
Miner (---). (L)
4 Unidenti fied Baltic

Miners
8.

2

( ---).

3

1.

Tom Brady, Opal Buyer,
(1935-46 ). (0), (B)

2.

James Perry, Opal Miner ,
(1946-51 ), (0)

3.

Hay Perry, Opal Miner
(1952-65) , (0)

SITE

4

l.

Ernie Shermann ,
Opal Buyer, ( 1933-1952 )
(0), (B)

2.

Hay Perry, Opal Miner,
( 1952-65) . (0), (B)

.

Original house demolishe d
in 1952, and later rebuilt by May Perry and
Frank Alberton i

SITE

5

1.

Andy Absalom, Store
Owner and opal miner
( 1942-50).
(0), (B)

2.

Hay Perry, Opal
Miner ( 1946-51) .
(L).

3.

(L)

Frank Alberton i,
Opal Miner,
( 1952-60).
(0).

Research team from
Australia n Museum,

Sydney ( 1960).
Unidenti fied, School
Teacher ( --). (L)
10 . Jim Watson, Opal
Miner (1961-65 ), (0)
11. Percy Ward, Opal
Miner (1965-84 ), (0)
9.

-.....
N

w

4.

Harry Vickers,
Opal Miner,
( 1960-65).
(0).

N
N

-
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Site No. 6

Dick Clark's Residen ce.

Lot 174

Mr. Dick Clark came to Andamo oka in 1945, and worked as an
opal miner and
propri etor of the "Purple Pi x ie" picture theatre . He built
a cluste r of
buildin gs which make up an interes ting reside ntial unit and
these include a
living room, 2 sleepou ts and a workroo m.
The first buildin g, the living room was built in 1946 and took
a month to
build.
The sleepo uts and workroo ms were added in the mid-19 50's .
The
living room and one sleepou t _were constru cted in the typica
l semi-du gout
style, while the workroo m and the other sleepou t are free standin
g.
In all cases , native pine sapling s, stone and earth were the
predom inant
buildin g materi als.
For the living room , the ridge and stone walls are
loadbe aring wherea s for the other buildin gs , a trabeat ed structu
ral system
was used.
As if erectin g th e f r amework f or a tent (perha p s the genesis
of
this popula r constru ction system) a nati v e pine framew ork was
erected ,
where ridge and wa l l plates were suppor ted by posts.
Instead of using
ca n vas to p r o t ect the interna l spa ces as in a tent , a more
perman ent skin
such as coursed stonewo rk with approp riate doo r and wi n dow
open i ngs was
used.
The hip or sk i llion roofs consis t of a series of closely spaced
sapling s , s panning with the pitch.
For the first structu re, Mr. Clark eva cuated a portion of a
hill (Sectio n
1 74 ) and proceed ed to build the living room in this excava ti
on.
He used
native pi ne suppor t s a nd sand s t one as walling mater i als a n d
rendere d a kopi
and sand mortar over this to give the wal l s a smooth finish
.
(Kop i is a
white or pale yellow sandy claysto ne found in the uppe r levels
of opal
d ig gings at An d amooka ).
Length s of native pine were used in the constru ction of the
roof and the
excava ted earth placed on top of this.
Pieces of broken glass were then
scatter ed over the roof to keep childre n and dogs from clambe
ring over it.
A water-p roof ceiling was made of sewn potato bags soaked in
mutton fat and
attache d to th e unders ide of the roof.
The floor was of rammed earth
constru ction and hardene d with mutton fat and gypsum ashes.
The bu i lding h a s sinc e seen renova t i on with the additio n of
concre te floors
a nd wa ll s , bu t the e x te r nal st r u c tur e rema in s th e s am e . As
can be s een
f rom the ph o t o s, this i s a wel l es t a b l i s hed hom e with a f lour
i shing gard e n.
Mr. Clark , hi s wife and 2 sons have lived here for the past
40 years .

. . . /2 4
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U R C E S

1.

Andam ooka Area Schoo l, Andam ooka Then and Now,

2

Bell, P.

'Verna cular Domes tic Archi tectur e in North
Queen sland Mining Towns '.
Interim Report to
the Austra lian Herita ge Comm ission (Histo ry
Depart ment, James Cook Unive rsity, 1979).

Calaha n, J.

Austr alian Opal Safar i,

Depart ment of Mines
and Energy .

"The Geolog y of the Previo us Stones
Field and the Result s of the Subsid ized
Mining Program me, (Gover nment Printe r, 1979).

5.

Johns, R.K.

"Geolo gical Survey of S.A., Bulle tin No. 41,
Geolog y and Minera l Source s of the Andam ooka
-Torr ens Area", Depart ment of Mines of S.A.,
1968).

6.

Depart ment of Mines

Mining Review , Nos. 62, 84, 87, 90, 105, 107,
109
(Gover nment Printe r, Adela ide)

7

Osters tock, A.

Andam ooka Opal,
1976)

Wake, P. Vin

Opal Men,

3
4

8

0

0

0

0

0

(Austa print,

1980)

(Rigby , 1973).

(Hamp stead Garden s, S.A.,

(A.H. & A.W. Reed, Sydney , 1969).

- 25 -

PHOTOGRAPHIC

RECORD
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The first miners at Andamooka lived in rough shelters and tents on the
banks of Opal Creek, now Andamooka's main street. This photo shows
Jim and May Perry's campsite. C.l935.
(Private Collection).

Bill Hallion (left) one of the first opal gaugers on the field,
outside his house. C.l940 (Private Collection).
. ... /27

pictured

An early photograph of Andamooka
showing, from left , Percy Warct •s
Dugout (Site 2), Tom Brady's (Site 3)
and Ernie Sherman ' s (demolished
19 30 ' s ), now occupied by Mrs. Parry ' s

kitchen.

C.l940 ,

(Private collection).

Shoppers at Absalom ' s Sto r e ,
the first general store on

the Andamooka Opal field.
C . l945 (Andamooks Special Area
School Collection).

Long time Andamooka residents.
Lef t to right, James Watson ,
George Molycha, May Perry ,
Ivy and Len Agnn, Harry Vickers

and Jack Wicky , 1964.
{Private Collection).
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Mr. Albertoni
drawing water
from well, 1978.
Andamooka
School Collection.
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Mr. Albertoni's house
Andamooka - Site No. 1
Film 1047, No. 2-3
Film 1048, No. 5-6
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Site No. 2
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Mrs. May Perry
sitting in her
kitchen, 1955.
(Private
Collection).

Mr s . Perry' s Kit c h e n
October , 1984.
F i lrn 1 048 ,

No .

5.
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•

May Perry working her claim, Andamooka,
(Priv a te Collection).

1939.
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July, 1983.

,

186

Oct . 19 8 4 .
Film 10 4 8 ' No.

. . . /] 4

-

34

-

.· 4-~·<?~----·
~
- ~ ~~.

.

.

'

..

. ."''

-

.

·.

·l .

. •

•

.

-{~.

• •• i ,

.

.... _.

--~-·

Film 1051
No.

2

Dick Clark in front
of his s emi-dugout
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film No. 1044
No. 12
Dick Clark's
Residenc e
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