






































































































































































































































FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Memorial Cairn 

DESCRIPTION 

A memorial cairn with plaque noting: 

ON AUGUST 81H 1939 
1HE SIMPSON DESERT EXPEDITION 1939 

LED BY CECIL T. MADIGAN M.A. D.Sc., B.E., F.G.S. 
ARRIVED AT MARREE AFTER SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETING CROSSING 

THE SIMPSON DESERT BY CAMEL AND CONTINUING DOWN 
THE EASTERN SHORT OF LAKE EYRE 

THE PARTY COMPRISED OF:-
CECIL T. MADIGAN, GEOLOGIST, UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE 

ROBERT CROCKER BOTANIST ALBERT HUB BARD COOK 
HAROLD 0. FLETCHER PALAEONTOLOGIST JACK BEEJAH 
CAMEL DRIVER 
ROBERT SIMPSON WIRELESS OPERATOR MOORIE MOOSHA CAMEL DRIVER 
DA VID MARSHALL PHOTOGRAPHER ANDY BLACK TRACKER 

THIS LATER CAIRN WAS ERECTED BY R.C. SPRIGG AND L.W. PARKIN 
PAST STUDENTS OF DR. MADIGAN IN WARM MEMORY OF THEIR PAST 

ASSOCIATION AND ADMIRATION OF THIS AND OTHER FEATS 
ACCOMPLISHED BY THE EARLIER PIONEERS 

JUNE 1962 
GEOSURVEYS (AUSTRALIA) LIMITED 

BEACH PETROLEUM N.L. AND 
THE GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF SOUTH AUST. 

Underneath the inscription is a map indicating where the expedition went. 

HISTORY 

The memorial commemorates the crossing of the Simpson Desert by Dr Cecil 
Madigan of the University of Adelaide in 1939. Both Dr Reg Sprigg and Dr Lee 
Parkin were past students of Dr Madigan, and all made major contributions in 
advancing knowledge about Australian geology. Dr Sprigg was the founder of 
Geosurveys (Australia) Limited, while Dr Parkin later became Director of the South 
Australian Department of Mines and Energy. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The memorial is of local heritage significance because it records an expedition into 
Australia's interior which was typical of many which began at Marree. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the 
local area namely that of exploration; 

(e) it is associated not only with the expedition of Dr Cecil Madigan but is typical 
of many other expeditions into Australia's interior which began at Marree. 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Memorial Cairn 

REFERENCES 

Litchfield, L., Marree and the tracks beyond in black and white: Commemorating the 
Centenary of Marree 1883-1983, Lois Litchfield, Adelaide, 1983, p. 141. 

Site Surveyor P.F. Donovan/J. Donovan Date(s) of Survey 20.11.1994 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Hergott Springs 

LOCATION 

Location 
AMG Reference 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

.... -. 

UNMR-LR-09 

Approximately 2 km north of the town of Marree 
Marree 1:250,000 series 619329 (metric 215719) 
Unincorporated 

Nil 
Mound Springs Heritage Survey, 1984 

16/3 
P.F. Donovan 

-"""- ... - ... ...= .. ~ 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Hergott Springs 

DESCRIPTION 

The spring is unfenced. A bore has been sunk next to it. The overflow from the 
associated concrete tank flows into the spring area. There is a trough outside the 
fenced area for watering purposes. 

HISTORY 

This spring was discovered by Joseph Albert F.D. Herrgott, a botanist, while with 
Stuart on his second journey of exploration on 11 April 1859. The name of the spring 
was changed to that of Marree Springs in 1918 but reverted to its original name on 8 
February 1979. 

Hergott Springs is one of the most historically significant of the many Mound Springs 
because of its identification with the explorations of Stuart and also as the rationale 
for the location of Marree. It was also closely associated with the community of 
Afghans who settled nearby, and the early experiments with date palm cultivation. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

Despite its altered appearance this site remains one of major local heritage 
significance because of its historical associations with exploration in the remote 
interior of the continent. Indeed, the very degradation of the original spring 
underscores the importance which it assumed in the early settlement of the area. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) it displays historical, economical or social themes that are of importance to the 
local area and the exploration of the interior of the continent; 

(c) it has played an important part in the lives of local residents as a source of 
water. 

REFERENCES 

Kinhill Steams, European Settlement Assessment of South Australian Mound Springs, 
Kinhill Steams, Mound Springs Heritage Survey, Adelaide, 1986, 19. 

Litchfield, L., Marree and the tracks beyond in black and white: Commemorating 
the Centenary of Marree 1883-1983, Lois Litchfield, Adelaide, 1983, pp. 2, 21, 
94. 

Manning, G.H., Manning 's Place Names of South Australia, G.H. Manning, Adelaide, 
1990, p. 147. 

Potezny, Vlad, (comp.), 'Report on the Mound Springs', Department of Environment 
and Planning, undated. 

Site Surveyor P.F. Donovan/J. Donovan Date(s) of Survey 20.11.1994 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Residence 

LOCATION 

Address 
Owner(s)/Lessee(s) 
CTNumber 
Lots 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

Sixth Street (east), Marree 
A.A. Moosha 
33ssn9 
231, 274 and 275 
Unincorporated 

Nil 
Nil 

6/8 
B.G. Rowney 

6-111 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Residence 

DESCRIPTION 

A single storey building with gabled roof form. The walls are of timber framed and 
clad. The roof is of corrugated galvanized iron. There is a lean-to addition at the rear 
and there is a verandah at the front which is partically enclosed with timber lattice 
work. There are date palms planted nearby. 

HISTORY 

A land grant for Lots 231, 274 and 275 was granted by the Governor to Moosha 
Bullooch, camel carrier and owner, for £8-5-0 on 1 May 1902. At some stage date 
palms were planted on the property. By 1890 a date plantation had been established 
near the Hergott Springs, not far distant, and in 1895 a more extensive operation was 
established at Lake Harry. 

When Moosha Bullooch died on 28 October 1935 title to the property passed to Lal 
Mahomet Moosha, Abdul Ahmed Moosha and Noor Mahomet Moosha as tenants in 
common. Noor Mahomet Moosha died on 4 October 1973 and the property is 
currently owned by Abdul Ahmed Moosha. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The building is of local heritage value because of its identification with the Afghan 
community of Marree. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the building displays historical, economic or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area because of its associations with the Afghan 
community of Marree. 

REFERENCES 

Lands Titles Office- CT.689/46; CT.3355n9. 
Litchfield, L., Marree and the tracks beyond in black and white: Commemorating 

the Centenary ofMarree 1883-1983, Lois Litchfield, Adelaide, 1983, pp. 94. 

Site Surveyor B.G. Rowney Date(s) of Survey 10.9.1994 
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5. RECOMMENDATIONS: PLACES OF LOCAL HERITAGE 
SIGNIFICANCE (cont.) 

5.2.5 Parachilna (UNPC) 

• Prairie Hotel (UNPC- LR-01) 

• Former Railway Station (UNPC- LR-02) 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Prairie Hotel 

LOCATION 

Address 
Owner(s) 

CT Number 
Lot 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

UNPC-LR-01 

Parachilna 
The Prairie Oyster Co. Pty Ltd, 277 Hutt Street, 

Adelaide 
4189/477 
8, 9 
Nilpena 
Unincorporated 

Nil 
National Trust File- 2546 

5/27 
B.G. Rowney 

---------....__ 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Prairie Hotel 

DESCRIPTION 

A single storey building with hipped roof form. The walls are of dressed sandstone 
with rock facings to the west and south wall, and random rubble to the north and back 
wall. There are brick quoins and dressings and timber framed double hung sash 
windows. The roof is of corrugated galvanized iron. The original plan of the building 
was 'U' shaped but has been filled in roughly with stone and brick; a small porch has 
been added. A concave verandah is at the front and sides and this has timber posts 
and concrete paving. The verandah roof is of corrugated galvanized iron and is 
painted in red and white stripes. There are four panel doors with side and fan lights. 
An inscription in the sandstone under the centre window reads: 

AD 1905WD 

A timber framed asbestos/cement toilet block and a stone outhouse at the side of the 
hotel form part of the complex. 

HISTORY 

A hotel of wattle and daub construction was the first hotel built in Parachilna and 
stood adjacent to the present hotel. Known originally as the Prairie Hotel, in July 
1883 William Darmody took over ownership of the property from a Mr Jackson. A 
special correspondent noted in the Register of 27 December 1888 that: 

On arriving at Parachilna we went to the place dignified with the name of 
"Hotel," where we were advised to take a meal preparatory to the 28 miles 
drive to Blinman. We had to grope our way into the dining-room, which was 
so dark that it was almost impossible to see anything on the table, or who were 
sitting around it- yet a repeated request for a light on the subject was entirely 
disregarded. There may have been some good reason for keeping us in 
darkness, certainly hardly any one could see what he was eating. The charge 
in "The North" is two shillings a meal in the best hotels, and every shanty 
makes the same charge, no matter how inferior the accommodation. There is a 
large traffic at Parachilna and a good and well-conducted hotel ought to pay. 

However, in April 1890 a Land Grant of one acre - Lots 7, 8, 9 and 10 - in 
consideration of a sum of £11 was made to William Darmody who was noted as a 
licensed victualler of Parachilna. At some later stage work began on erecting the 
present hotel which, in June 1899, was described as: 

. . . The Prairie Hotel, with its iron roof and walls painted white, is on the right 
near the [railway] line, with pepper trees in front and large white sheds close 
by. Here an excellent dinner is served at a most reasonable rate, while there are 
flowers on the table .. . 

In 1905, after a period of six and a half years, William Darmody completed the hotel 
which was built of local stone. Considered the halfway 'resting-place' between Quorn 
and Marree, trains would stop at Parachilna to allow passengers to 'get a substantial 
meal at the Prairie Hotel.' The Register of 21 August 1905 noted: 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Prairie Hotel 

.. . it is more or less gratifying to be able to note that Mr. W. Darmody is 
rebuilding an hotel of 17 rooms, including a dining room to seat 70 or 80 
people. This town taps the trade of Blinman, where mining operations at the 
old property are in a vigorous swing . . . . Besides enjoying the Blinman trade 
Parachilna taps Moolooloo and Wirrialpa Stations. 

Darmody died on 25 October 1914 and the hotel was sold to James M. Gillick, sheep 
farmer of Cradock, and Michael Darmody, licensed victualler of Bruce, in April 1915. 

Other owners have been William Darmody (1922); Lancelot E. Nicholls (1943); 
Allan N. McLauchlan (1948); Eva E.I. McLaughlan and Ivy R.M. Schultz (1951 ); 
Angus D. McKenzie (1964); Herbert C. Knight, Joyce C. Knight, Ronald D. Knight 
and Betty Knight (1977); Ronald D. Knight, Betty Knight, Robert G.E. Steer and 
Jennifer A. Steer (1979); and Monarch Industries Pty Ltd (1982). The present owners 
acquired the property in June 1991. 

The hotel continues to be used for its original purpose. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The Prairie Hotel is of major local significance. It is historically significant because 
of its age and long association with the development of the town and as a leading 
commercial establishment and a gathering place for local people. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the hotel displays historical, economical or social themes that are of importance 
to the local area, particularly the commercial history of the town; 

(c) the hotel has played an important part in the lives of local residents as a major 
gathering place; 

(f) the hotel is a notable landmark in the area and is visible for quite some distance. 

REFERENCES 

Chronicle, 10 June 1899 (1899 description). 
Hoad, J.L., Hotels and publicans in South Australia 1836-1984, Australian Hotels 

Association (S.A. Branch), Adelaide, 1986, pp. 137-8, pp.439-40. 
Lands Titles Office- CT.537/192; CT.2210/22; CT.4189/477. 
Manning, G.H., Manning's Place Names of South Australia, G.H. Manning, 

Adelaide, 1990, p. 238 . 
Register, 27 December 1888 (description of earlier hotel) ; 21 December 1899 

(reference to trains stopping for passengers to get meals); 21 August 1905 
(description of second hotel). 

Site Surveyor B.G. Rowney Date(s) of Survey 9.9.1994 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Former Railway Station 

LOCATION 

Address 
Owner(s) 
CTNumber 
Section 
Hundred 
Local Government Area 

State Heritage Status 
Other Assessments 

Film/Neg Number 
Photographer 

Austral Archaeology 

Parachilna 
Australian National 
353sn3 
Pt Section 7 
Nilpena 
Unincorporated 

Nil 

UNPC-LR-02 

Railway Heritage of South Australia, 1992 

22-23 
B.G. Rowney 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Former Railway Station 

DESCRIPTION 

A single storey building with hipped roof form. The walls are of moulded concrete 
blocks with rendered dressings to look like concrete blocks. There are timber framed 
double hung sash windows now all blocked up with particle board. The roof is of 
corrugated galvanized iron, and there is a cantilevered verandah which has a 
corrugated galvanized iron roof. 

Railway yards, a water tank, shed, fettlers cottages, three timber framed 
asbestos/cement houses and a metal deck transportable house are associated with the 
railway complex. There is a cyclone wire enclosure to the rear which houses 
Australian National equipment. 

HISTORY 

While not the original station at Parachilna, the railway which ran through the town 
was part of the first section of the Great Northern Railway which many South 
Australians hoped would form part of a transcontinental railway extending across the 
continent from south to north construction of which finally began during November 
1877. The railway reached Hawker in 1880, Farina in 1882 and Marree in 1884. It 
was opened to Oodnadatta in 1891, and after a pause for several decades was 
extended north to Alice Springs in 1929. 

The completion of the railway had a marked effect upon the economics of inland 
transport. Goods could be railed to Farina in one day where previously they might 
take ten to twelve days by dray. 

This southern section of the Great Northern Railway continued to be a vital link 
between Port Augusta and Central Australia until June 1956 and the completion of a 
new standard gauge line between Port Augusta and Telford on an alignment to the 
west of the ranges. This new line was built specifically to haul coal from Leigh Creek 
to the new Thomas Playford Power Station at Port Augusta which became operational 
in July 1954. For a short time before the completion of the new line the coal had to 
be hauled on the narrow gauge line. Thereafter the standard gauge line which was 
extended to Marree in 1957 became the main route to the north. The last passenger 
Ghan travelled on this section of the line on 13 August 1956. Until Marree became 
the break-of-gauge station in 1957, passengers transferred from the standard gauge 
Budd railcar to the Ghan at Copley. 

The line remained open because of the need for the Commonwealth Railways to 
continue working between Hawker and Quom for the carriage of barytes. The last 
train left Hawker on 6 January 1970. 

Following the completion of the standard gauge line to Alice Springs, the narrow 
gauge line between there and Marree was closed on 31 December 1980; the standard 
gauge line between Marree and Telford closed on 10 June 1987. 
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FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Former Railway Station 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The heritage significance of this item lies in the manner in which it reflects the 
essential nature of Parachilna as a railway town and which is associated with the first 
narrow gauge railway. The station is of local heritage significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the former railway station displays historical, economical or social themes that 
are of importance to the local area, particularly the economic significance of the 
railway. 

REFERENCES 

Donovan & Associates for National Trust of South Australia, 'Railway Heritage of 
South Australia', Adelaide, 1992. 

Lands Titles Office - Cf.3513/200; CT.3535n3. 

Site Surveyor B.G. Rowney Date(s) of Survey 9.9.1994 
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6. CONTRIBUTORY PLACES 

6.1 CONTRIBUTORY PLACES 

Contributory Places have no actual or intended status in law. They are included here 

primarily because they contribute to the character of the area in which they are 

located. The places are primarily of interest because of their design which identifies 

them as places long associated with the town and its development, although they 

display no evident historical significance other than age to give them any particular 

distinction. 

6.1.1 Blinman 

Burt Street 

G.J. Fischer (Lot 187-cr.758n6) 

Hancock Street 

P. Hill and others (Lot 203- CT.l990/69) 

Mine Street 

J.W. Branch (PtLot 178-CT.l46/125) 
W.R. Mclntosh (Pt Lot 163- CT.l41/42) 
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