


































































































































































































FLINDERS RANGES HERITAGE SURVEY 

Wirrealpa Silver-Lead Mine 

messhouse, store, office and residence and bath houses. The majority of the 
men live in tents. 

In 1951 in Volume 94 of the Mineral Review it was reported that the plant was : 

... said to have capacity of 10 tons per day of crude ore. Trucks tip run-of­
mine ore into a 15-ton bin from which it is fed by chute to a 12 in by 6 in 
jaw crusher. Crusher discharge is passed to a tromrnel by means of a 
bucket elevator. The plus 1/ 4 in tromrnel overflow passes to a set of 8 in rolls 
which also discharge to the bucket elevator. Thus the rolls are in closed 
circuit with the tromrnel. The minus 1/ 4 trommel product falls into a bin 
from whence a screw feeder controls the flow of fines to the jig. During 
1950, 464 tons of ore produced for a recovery of 81 tons of metalic lead and 
642 oz silver. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The mine and its few remains are a contribution to the very rich history of mining in 
the Flinders Ranges. They are recommended as a place of local heritage significance. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA 

(a) the mine and its remains display historical, economic or social themes that are 
of importance to the local area, in that they have a strong association with the 
theme of mining. 
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Wirrealpa Silver-Lead Mine 

Top: General view of crusher tower and main workings 
Bottom: Detail view of lime kiln or chimney base 
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