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1.

INTRODUCTION
This heritage survey has been prepared for the District Council of Gumeracha and
the State Heritage Branch of the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources.
The main objective of the survey was to provide an authoritative description and
evaluation of the heritage resources of the District Council of Gumeracha for the
purposes of conservation, planning and assessment.
Specifically, the principal aims of this survey were to:

1.1

•

make recommendations for the inclusion of places in the State Heritage
Register and for the declaration of State Heritage Areas;

•

identify areas which could be declared Historic Conservation Zones, or
otherwise incorporated into local government planning;

•

provide a local heritage register of land, buildings or structures, for
inclusion in the Development Plan and for other planning purposes.

Survey Area
The study area includes the whole of the District Council of Gumeracha as
indicated on Fig. 1. This area covers a wide range of land use from traditional 1/4
acre residential subdivisions through conservation parks, orchards, market gardens
and plantation forests to open pasture grazing, all of which reflect the varying
phases of settlement and development within the district.
Recent residential development has tended to concentrate around the established
townships which has traditionally been the pattern of settlement.

1.2

Tasks
The aim of this survey was to establish the heritage resources and the significance
of those resources within the Gumeracha district. To fulfill this aim the following
tasks were undertaken.
During the preparation of this heritage survey, the new Heritage Act 1993 was
proclaimed. Accordingly the criteria for a place or area to be entered in the State
Heritage Register are taken from this Act.

1.2.1

History
Historical research was undertaken to establish the principal events and themes
which characterise the physical development of the District Council of Gumeracha.
From this research, an overview history was written to provide main historical
basis for the recommendations of this report. This overview history takes into
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account the broad thematic framework for historical assessment as described in
"South Australian State Historic Preservation Plan; Historical Guidelines"
(Marsden, 1980).

1.2.2

Fieldwork
A comprehensive physical inspection of the council district was made to identify,
locate and describe the items which are of heritage value. Previous assessments, by
such bodies as the State Heritage Branch, the National Trust of South Australia
and the Australian Heritage Commission, were considered together with advice
from the District Council of Gumeracha and the Torrens Valley and District
Historical Society.

1.2.3

State Heritage Places
Based on the overview history and the fieldwork, recommendations were made for
the entry of places (land, buildings or structures) in the State Heritage Register.
Recommendations were restricted to items of exceptional value.
The
commonplace or frequently encountered were not nominated for entry in the
Register unless there was a particular aspect of the place which was significant or if
one or more of the criteria for nomination were met. (refer Section 5).

1.2.4

State Heritage Areas
Areas of exceptional value were considered for nomination as State Heritage Areas
under the criteria of a continuous and unified area which comprises, for the most
part, of significant fabric, relatively free from unsympathetic intrusions. (refer
Section 6).

1.2.5 Local Heritage Places
Places considered important to the local community but which did not warrant
entry in the State Heritage Register were documented as places of local heritage
value for entry in a Local Heritage Register.

1.2.6 Historic Conservation Zones
Recommendations were made for Zones which possess a distinctive historic,
architectural or other characteristics, which are considered desirable to protect or
enhance through the Development Plan, but which do not exhibit the exceptional
merit required of a State Heritage Area.

1.3

Methodology
This heritage survey takes the broad format of an inventory to record those places
of heritage value which still remain. Fieldwork to locate, identify and record those
places from topographic survey maps was undertaken, coupled with documentary
research to provide a history for each place and to identify those places which may
not be evident from the field survey work.
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To assist the consultants in their endeavours a Steering Committee was established
comprising representatives from the State Heritage Branch, District Council of
Gumeracha and the Torrens Valley and District Historical Society.
The local community was also consulted through articles in Council's newsletter,
The Voice and the local Mount Barker Courier newspaper. Posters were also
displayed at focal locations within the district.
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OVERVIEW HISTORY

2.1

Introduction
The Land
The District Council of Gumeracha covers 336 square kilometres and has a
population of approximately 6,000 people. The district is comprised of the
Hundreds of Talunga (declared in October 1846), Para Wirra and Yatala. The
terrain is predominantly hilly with an average annual rainfall of 850 mm. It is steep
in some areas and gently undulating in the east. The area is classified as having an
extremely high fire risk. A total of 34 per cent of the area is owned by Government
instrumentalities, 1.e. the E and WS Department and the Woods and Forests
Department.
The District Council of Gumeracha
The provision was made in the colony of South Australia for the creation of local
governments when the population reached 50 000 persons. It did so in 1849, but
the discovery of gold in Victoria caused a reduction in the number of people
residing in South Australia. In 1852, an Act enabling the establishment of district
councils was passed. The Act allowed councils to tax residents for the purposes of
making and maintaining roads and bridges, erecting public buildings, issuing timber
and publicans' licences, creating a pound for wandering stock, slaughtering licences
etc. By July 1853, eight District Councils had been formed in the colony.
The District Council of Gumeracha has its origins in three separate Council areas.
The bulk of it once lay in the District Council of Talunga which was proclaimed on
1 September 1853. Sources claim that the first moves were made to establish a
council in the area as a result of the likely development of townships. In fact, the
four towns that lay in the District Council ofTalunga were laid out during the years
of 1853-4, i.e. Mount Pleasant, Blumberg, Mount Torrens and Gumeracha.
In 1884, the area encompassed by the District Council of Talunga reduced in size
after the township of Mount Pleasant (within the Mount Pleasant Ward) seceded
from the Talunga Council and joined the District Council of South Rhine.
In March 1935, Council boundaries in the area changed again. The District Council
of Para Wirra, which was based at Kersbrook and part of the District Council of
Mount Crawford were amalgamated with the District Council of Talunga to form
the District Council of Gumeracha. The addition of this new land gave the Council
an extra three wards.
In May 1976, the Council boundaries achieved their current form. Part of the City
of Tea Tree Gully, that is Glen Ewin Ward (encompassing the townships of
Inglewood and Houghton) was added.
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2.2

Initial European Settlement of the Area - The Period 1836 - 1851
The First Surveys
The initial European settlement of the land area encompassed by the District Council
of Gumeracha is strongly linked to the activities of the South Australian Company.
The Company explored the land, requested it to be surveyed and then acquired large
parcels of the area. By the early 1840s, however, the remaining land was released
for general sale. Some land was acquired by wealthy men who bought tracts of land
and established big estates. Other land was acquired in small parcels (one or two
sections) by small holders.
However, prior to any formal land surveying process, the country in the locality had
been investigated. By 183 8, only two years after settlement, scouts for the South
Australian Company were investigating the potential of the area. It is most likely
that Company employees followed promising land and water courses. They were
joined by sheep farmers who lead their flocks along the water courses following
good grazing land and assessed the countryside as they travelled. Some of the
shepherds stayed and became squatters. William Kelly lived at Cudlee Creek for
sometime prior to being granted the land in 1842. Others squatters included Charles
Bonney and William MeVittie. The proximity of the locality to Adelaide and its
rainfall ensured that it was investigated early in the history of the European
settlement ofthe State.
The Company assessed the land to have a great deal of potential and in 1839,
requested some Special Surveys of the area, then broadly known as the 'Sources of
the Torrens', to be undertaken.
The Company acquired the land in the Gumeracha locality by the Special Survey
process. To explain, the land regulations allowed any purchaser to select an area of
15,000 acres outside the defined districts. When this area had been marked out in 80
acre sections, the purchaser was allowed to select 4,000 acres and pay £4000 for
that land. The remainder of the land was made available to other settlers at the
uniform price of 20/- an acre. The first Special Surveys were conducted in January
1839 and by the end of 1840, a total of36 had been conducted.
One Special Survey was organised for the region on which the townships of
Gumeracha, Kenton Valley and Forreston were later built. This surveyed land parcel
was known as the 'Sources of the Torrens Special Survey' and 4,000 acres were
claimed for the South Australian Company on 3 May 1839.
A further Special Survey conducted was focused on land on which the townships of
Chain of Ponds and Millbrook were later built. The Company selected 4,000 acres,
from the 15,000 acre total area ofthe survey on 20 July 1839.
At about this time, the South Australian Company also selected an additional 1,000
acres in the 'Sources of the Torrens Special Survey' area. Thus, by the end of the
1839, the Company held some 9,000 acres ofland in the locality ofGumeracha.
Another Special Survey had been conducted at an earlier time for land that is now
within the boundaries of the Gumeracha Council. A roughly triangular parcel of
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land, focused on Houghton and Inglewood had been surveyed and claimed by John
Barton Hack. It was known as the 'Sources of the Para River Special Survey'.
The South Australian Company was responsible for the establishment of the first
community within the current boundaries of the District Council of Gumeracha. It
was called Tinmath and was the Company's head station established to oversee its
pastoral operations in the area. A house (Tinmath House, later called Ludlow
House, near Gumeracha) for the manager of the Company's operations in the area
was constructed in 1840-1. The property became a well developed pastoral station
stocking some 20,000 sheep.
In the early 1840s, the pattern of land ownership changed. The first land 'grants'
were made available in 1841 . George Fife Angas (the first Chairman of the South
Australian Company) and William Beavis Randell purchased large land parcels.
Angas' land was leased and later sold to tenant farmers. Randell occupied his land
and leased some to farmers.

However it was not only the very wealthy who bought land in this area. Small
holders acquired small parcels of land, sometimes just one section and began
farming. In addition, the Company commenced a policy of leasing small parcels of
land, designed for agricultural rather than pastoral use but it maintained a policy of
short term leases for many years.
Smaller land parcels, whether sold or leased prompted a change in the use of the
land, from pastoral to agricultural use.

The Establishment of the Townships

With the sale of the land in the 1840s, the development of the townships began.
Generally the pattern of the establishment of towns lay in a landowner sensing the
potential of a part of his land that lay alongside a major transport route and building
some facilities for travellers, generally an inn. Later, a subdivision was created by
the land owner and development followed.
The area in the vicinity of the township of Blumberg is an exception. It was initially
settled in January 1848 by German immigrants who leased land from the South
Australian Company. The immigrants were part of a new wave of German people to
South Australia, prompted to move from their homelands as a result of changing
political and economic circumstances.
The German settlers tenanted land bordering the Blumberg to Williamstown road,
probably because it was close to Lobethal and was on the route between this
settlement and those in the Barossa Valley. The pattern of settlement evident in the
Blumberg area was unlike that exhibited in the other German settlements in South
Australia. The latter were farrnlet villages with each farmer and family living on
three to four acres, while in the Blumberg area settlement was much more scattered.
The settlers held typically 20 to 30 acres. This is best explained by the geographical
and cultural origins of the settlers and the nature of the South Australian land. It
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was not suitable for intensive farming techniques and more suitable to wheat
growing or grazing, both of which required larger areas.
Within a short time, the scattered settlement in the vicinity of Blumberg had built a
Lutheran church and a store. Later, a small commercial core began to develop at the
junction of the Williamstown road and the road to Gumeracha and Mannum. It
appeared to be an informal settlement; no evidence of a subdivision in this area
exists.
Mount Torrens, located on the banks of the headwaters of the Angas Creek, a
tributary of the River Torrens was initially settled in the early 1840s. The earliest
visitors in the area thought that the creek was the beginnings of the Torrens and
hence named the adjacent prominent hill, Mount Torrens.
The Dunn family arrived in South Australia in 1839 and in 1841 was granted two
sections of land at the base of Mount Torrens. There the family made their home at
a place near a small creek which they called Barton Springs. They raised sheep and
later leased and purchased further land. Other members of the family purchased
other land in the area and eventually the Dunns owned most of the land on either
side of the Angas Creek.
In 1845, copper was discovered a short distance away from Barton Springs. The
Australian Mining Company selected an area of20,000 acres in the regions of Reedy
Creek, Palmer and Tungkillo. By 1847, production was under way and the
preliminary results looked encouraging. The Dunn's house at Barton Springs was on
the route for the miners and the family turned their house into the Cornish Arms
Hotel in 1848-9. Dunn then built a more substantial hotel on the Government road
that ran through his section. He named it the Mount Torrens Hotel and it opened for
business in 1850. By that stage, the Reedy Creek mines had ceased large scale
operations and later closed due to the Victorian Gold Rush. In 1852, Dunn
subdivided land along the banks of the creek north of the hotel to create a township.
Land in the township of Mount Torrens was first offered for sale in 1853.
The town of Gumeracha lies in the heart of land originally selected by the South
Australian Company and owned by the Company for many years. Some land in the
area was bought by WB Randell and it was he who was responsible for founding the
township. Randell, the Company's manager of mills and overseer of its farms and
flocks, travelled to South Australia in 1837 and assumed oversight ofthe Company's
farming activities in and around Mount Barker and the 'Sources of the Torrens'
districts.
Randell bought seven sections of land in the area in the 1840s, whilst working for
the Company. He established the property, 'Kenton Park', and by 1846 had built a
bam and other outbuildings and a two storey residence soon after. The buildings
remain. Randell ran cattle on his property initially. A small community lived in the
vicinity ofRandell's property in the 1840s and they and Randell were responsible for
the construction ofthe Salem Baptist Church in 1845-6.
In 1848, he had erected a flour mill (that ground com initially) and a row of cottages
to house its employees near the location of the future town. This area also contained
stables and wheat stores. In 1852, he decided to subdivide some of his land and offer
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it for sale as a township . The land in the new township of Gumeracha was first
offered for sale in April 1853.
The Kenton Valley locality was settled by Europeans at approximately the same time
as Gumeracha. The valley was always a separate settlement (located about two
miles from Gumeracha) although strongly linked to Gumeracha.
One of the first buildings to be constructed in the small agricultural settlement was
the Kenton Valley Baptist Church or Aenon Chapel (meaning close to Salem, i.e. the
Salem Baptist Church) which was built on a little knoll in 1849-50. The congregation
was formed after a dispute with the Salem Church.
Settlement in the area that became Forreston occurred in the late 1840s, at a time
when the area was known as North Gumeracha. By 1851, the area had a hotel, the
'Robert Burns', although it was some distance from the location of the future
township. Several businesses clustered around the hotel, but the life of the
settlement was short and it soon reverted to farming land.
The Kersbrook locality was settled by sheep farmers in the late 1830s. William
Malcolm started a sheep run in the Chain ofPonds valley, several kilometres north of
the present location of the town of Kersbrook in the late 1830s. The land was
eventually purchased by a shepherd who had worked on the property and he and his
family remained in the northern part of the valley.
In the southern part of the valley, a Cornishman, John Bowden, a former dairy
manager for the South Australian Company was farming the land. In 1842, he
purchased an 80 acre section south of the present town of Kersbrook. He named his
farm 'Kersbrook'. Bowden was instrumental in establishing the Wesleyan Chapel
built opposite his farm in 1849. Bowden's barn, built in the early days of his
settlement ofthe land is still standing.
William Carmen was also an early settler in the Chain of Ponds valley. A blacksmith
by trade, he worked at the Enterprise copper mine near Williamstown. Carmen
established the Wheat Sheaf Inn and a blacksmith's and wheelwright's shop in 1851
mid way along the valley on the Government road that was used by teamsters
travelling to and from the Enterprise Mine and it was around these buildings that the
village ofKersbrook grew.
The Chain of Ponds township, named because of the linked chain of waterholes that
extended for about five miles in the region, was established in c. 184 7. At that time,
the first license was issued for the Morning Star Hotel.
The township of Millbrook was so named as a result of the small stream that ran
through the area. It was reputedly first settled in 1840 and was initially a wheat
growing area. A large steam flour mill, the Chain of Ponds Steam Mills, was built on
the watercourse that became known as the mill brook. A village grew around the
mill with an inn, a blacksmith's shop and a general store.
The land including and surrounding the township of Cudlee Creek was not selected
by the South Australian Company to the same degree as it did in other parts of the
Hundred of Talunga. Therefore there was a higher incidence of owner/occupiers
gumeracha heritage survey
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than in other parts of the region. A village was established at Cudlee Creek in about
1847 although there was never a licensed hotel in the town.
The village of Houghton, in the east of the present District Council of Gumeracha
boundary was laid out in 1841 by John Richardson. Richardson had acquired the
land from the original owner, JB Hack and established a property known as
Houghton Lodge. One of the sections of his land was unsuitable for farming use, so
he subdivided the entire section into 50 large allotments (designed to be used for
dairying or domestic tillage) with a central village common. By 1842, there were
some six houses in the village. A hotel, the Travellers' Rest Inn, was the first building
completed and by 1844, the village had all of the services necessary to a small
service point on an important route, the route from Adelaide to the South Australian
Company's land. The village became a focal point for travellers and teamsters and
with its churches, schools and other facilities, also became a focal point for residents
ofthe area.
Another important point of settlement in the immediate area of Houghton was the
estate of Highercombe, established by George Anstey. Anstey bought two sections
of land from Hack in 1840 and began experimenting initially with agriculture and
later with orchards and vineyards on his property.
Close to Houghton, the estate of 'The Hermitage' had been established by Thomas
Williams in 1839. Williams is said to be the first European to make a home in the
South Australian countryside. He established a garden, vineyard, sheep and dairy
station at 'The Hermitage'.
George Anstey and Thomas Williams were among the first people in South Australia
to plant vines. With others, they organised the first shipment of vine cuttings for
planting to arrive in Adelaide from South Africa in 1841.

Use of the Land in the Period 1836- 1851
In the 1830s and early 1840s, those who settled on the land used it almost
exclusively as grazing land for sheep and cattle. The informal settlers, those without
title to the land, such as the Kelly family at Cudlee Creek, had discovered it by
following their flocks of sheep along the watercourses that lay to the east of the then
known land. When titles were granted for the land, the South Australian Company
stocked their land with sheep, eventually having some 20,000 sheep on the Tinmath
property. Angas' farmers raised sheep and cattle on their land.
In the eastern area those establishing early properties used the land as agricultural
land and planted orchards, vineyards and gardens. JB Hack had established a dairy
farm before 1840 on his land.
As the land ownership patterns changed to smaller land parcels, settlers were forced
to consider other uses for the land. The Company's policy of leasing the land in small
parcels to farmers also encouraged a change in use. In the west of the district,
farmers on small land holdings began to grow wheat and other grain and cereal crops
in addition to growing lucerne, fruit and vegetables (including potatoes). Settlers
also kept pigs, sheep, cattle and horses.
lO_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___.,~meracha heritage survey

During the four years from 1848 to 1851, Company records reveal the use of the
land by the tenants. Most, if not all properties grew wheat as the major crop but had
a few acres devoted to potatoes. This is increasingly the case in 1849 with other
crops such as barley and oats beginning to be grown. On the some of the larger
properties, dairies had been established and the land continued to be used for pasture
land. Farmers had built themselves houses, mostly of cob or slabs of timber. By
1850, the number oftenants on the land was far higher. Wheat growing was still the
most common use of the land, although potatoes and oats were of increasing
importance. More houses had been built on the land parcels, some of stone with
surrounding outbuildings such as barns, yards, dairies and sheds. Surrounding the
farm complexes, fruit trees and gardens are recorded as existing.
The importance of the wheat and other grain and cereal growing activities in the area
is made clear by the construction of three flour mills in this early period. Randell had
constructed one at Kenton Creek, near Gumeracha, one had been built at Millbrook
and another at Blumberg.
In addition to growing grain and cereal crops, the settlers also made use of the
natural resources of the area. In the Gumeracha township area, there was an
abundance of heavy gum and stringy bark timber. The red gums proved to be good
timber for use as fence posts, rails and posts and as slabs for the walls of early
houses. Blue gum timber was also used for building and the stringy bark used for
roofing. The timber splitting and sawing industry, particularly in the Kenton Valley,
Hartley Vale, Gumeracha and Forreston areas was extensive. As a result many
sawing pits were established in the area. Evidence of the timber industry could still
be seen in the area in 193 9.
Other industries based on the timber of the region were also developed including
charcoal burning. The wattle bark industry, using the bark from acacias in order to
extract their tannic acid for use in the tanning industry, also flourished in the area in
this early period.
In 1845, the first ofthe discoveries of mineral deposits were found in the Gumeracha
district. Copper was discovered in the Chain of Ponds area and also on a hill above
Kangaroo Creek, near Highercombe. This mine was known as Anstey's
Mukerta Mine. Although the copper lode was rich in both places, it was limited in
its extent and was soon dwarfed by the discovery of copper at Burra. Other smaller
South Australian deposits tended to pale into insignificance once the extent of the
Burra lode was appreciated.
Although the town of Tungkillo lies outside the boundaries of the District Council of
Gumeracha, it was important in the early development of the Gumeracha region.
Copper was found in significant quantities at Tungkillo and Reedy Creek (which was
also known as the Kitticoola Mine). . It was worked during the period of the late
1840s and early 1850s and again in the 1890s. The opening of such mines inspired
miners and others to travel to the area. Once the initial rush had faded, some stayed
to establish businesses or begin farming. As such, mineral discoveries are generally a
boost to settlement in a new area and this was certainly the case in the Gumeracha
regwn.
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For the most part however, the area had a reputation as a fine farming district by the
early 1850s, and was particularly noted for its wheat growing activities.

Transport Routes
In the early years of the settlement of the area, one travelled through the area by
means of undefined tracks. As traffic increased, both pedestrian and vehicular, the
easiest routes became apparent and the tracks more formal. In turn, roads were
created in the place of these tracks.
In January 1850, a Road Board for the Hundred of Talunga was established. The
Central Road Board (and later the District Road Boards for local areas) were
created for each Hundred after the passing of an Act in 1849. The purpose of the
Central Road Board was to create, maintain and improve the roadways in South
Australia. District Councils eventually took the place of the District Road Boards.
In February 1850, the District Road Board for Talunga was recommending the
opening of a road to the region, rightly claiming it was one of the largest and most
important agricultural districts in the colony. A cleared track, known as the North
Eastern Line, had been made to the Tea Tree Gully area by 1842. A survey was
completed for the extension of the road in 1851 and the route was gazetted as a
main line in 1854. It was created and extended as the years passed, to reach
Houghton, Chain of Ponds, Gumeracha and Mount Torrens and eventually the
Reedy Creek Mine and the River Murray area. The Gumeracha Bridge, a laminated
timber arch design, was opened in 1858.
The development of transport routes had a profound effect on the location of
townships and many towns were created and thrived during the period when a main
road passed through them, only to wane when a deviation was made. To the east of
the Council district, two alternative routes in the vicinity of Anstey's Hill and Tea
Tree Gully contributed to the creation of Inglewood, and the stagnation of the
thriving Houghton after 1857 when the deviation was completed.

Population
In January 1851 , the census taken revealed that the Districts of Talunga and Para
Wirra had a population of 1,286 persons (746 males and 540 females), the majority
of whom were employed as farmers, agricultural labourers or domestic servants.
There were 214 houses in the districts, 127 which were made of timber, 39 of stone
or brick and 48 of other materials or tents.

2.3

Change and Development- The Period 1852 - 1883
General
This period in the history of the area now encompassed by the District Council of
Gumeracha was a period of great change. The most significant change occurred in
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the use of the land. Soil exhaustion and the disease red rust resulted in farmers
practising mixed farming rather than growing a single crop. Some farmers left the
area during this period to try their luck on new lands that had just been opened up .
On the other hand, the period was one of consolidation for the townships. During
this period all of the townships in the area were established. Their growth and
development is an indication of the health and wealth of the farming hinterland they
serviced.
By April of 1861, the Census showed that Talunga District Council area was
inhabited by 2,896 people located in 551 inhabited dwellings. In all, 309 dwellings
were constructed of timber, 196 of stone or brick, 81 were of 'concrete' and 28 were
slab or mud huts. Most ofthe houses (some 420) had two or three rooms, with only
86 houses having four rooms.

The Townships

By the late 1850s, most of the townships in the present boundary area of the District
Council of Gumeracha had been established and were thriving agricultural and mixed
farming communities. The townships reflect the nature and extent of the
development of the surrounding agricultural land, the health and wealth of the
communities. The primary purpose of the townships was to provide the services and
goods required by the surrounding farmers and their families.
The township of Blumberg was consolidated during the period of the mid 1850s to
the 1880s. By 1852, there were two nodes of settlement in the Blumberg area and
after 1852, a further two developed. The settlements began to be linked by
development and the township formed the ribbon that characterises Blumberg today.
The first node of settlement was focussed around the church and store on the
Williamstown road. The second node occurred around an inn, called the 'Travellers'
Inn', built between 1853-5, but now demolished. The inn and a store built opposite
were collectively known as Francis. The third settlement was focussed around a flour
mill (a predecessor of the present Birdwood mill), built by Gottlob Bluemel prior to
1854. A wheelwright and blacksmith's shop were established close to this mill, and
later a hotel. The fourth node of settlement was at a place known as Oliventhal, a
semi-rural hufen style of settlement which developed on land sold by GF Angas in
1857. Oliventhal and Blumberg eventually merged as development filled in the
distance between them. The Francis node has disappeared and recent development is
linking the church to the township of Blumberg (now Birdwood).
In the early years, Blumberg and Oliventhal (which retained its separate identity until
World War II) blossomed, whilst the first settlement on the Williamstown Road
declined as the farmers were unable to make a living. A post office was opened in
Blumberg in 1855 and the following year, the Napoleon Bonaparte Hotel was built.
In 18 59, the main North Eastern line of road from Adelaide was built and the town
grew substantially as a result of this event. In 1860, the township of Blumberg (that
is the land surrounding the mill) was subdivided by JG Bluemel. The present
Lutheran church was also built in that year. In addition to the German school
conducted by the Lutheran Church, the first government school opened in Blumberg
gumeracha heritage survey

13

in 1861. The telegraph line reached Blumberg and Mount Pleasant from Gumeracha
in 1865. The township was serviced by a daily coach service to Adelaide. A Catholic
Church opened in the town in 1867.
The principal use of the Blumberg mill changed during this period, from grinding
grains to grinding wattle bark. A building to house the Government school was
constructed in 1877.
In the 1860s, the township of Blumberg included two millers, a blacksmith, a mason,
a carpenter, a butcher, a pound keeper, two hotel keepers, a chemist, a storekeeper
and a pastor. By the 1870s, Blumberg had acquired all the essential services of the
period and was an important point on the transport route to Mount Pleasant.
The discovery of gold and other mineral deposits also improved the prosperity of the
Blumberg district in the late 1860s.
The plan for the township of Mount Torrens was deposited in 1853. The village
grew quickly initially with houses, a store, and a flour mill built. By the late 1850s,
the village had a shoemaker, a surgeon and two chapels. Further subdivisions were
made, the first to the south, in a subdivision called Dunfield, and a second to the east
in 1861, a township called Mount Torrens East. Neither matched Mount Torrens in
size or importance.
In March 1853, the township of Gumeracha was laid out on land owned by WB
Randell on either side of the road and offered for sale the following month. Initially,
allotments sold slowly. But by 1855, Gumeracha contained a blacksmith, two
wheelwrights, a licensed victualler, a stonemason and a storekeeper. In that year, the
Kenton Arms Hotel was issued with a license. In 1857, the Gumeracha public school
was built and opened. In 1860, a Wesleyan Methodist Church was built in the
township.
In the 1860s, an Institute was established and the District Hotel licensed. The Salem
Baptist Church was enlarged. In 1865 a second generation of police station and
courthouse replaced the earlier building, built in 1856. By 1866, Gumeracha was
reported to have contained a post and money order office, a telegraph office, a local
court and a branch ofthe South Australian Insurance Company. The town also had a
brewery (Moger's) and Randell's flour mill. A mail coach arrived daily and a coach
travelled to Adelaide twice a week.
Kenton Valley remained a small settlement. In 1854, a school was opened.
The village of Forreston (then known as North Gumeracha) commenced its existence
with the construction of a school. A public school was built in the area in 1857,
although the first school in the area had commenced in 1852. In 1858, the township
land was subdivided by Alexander Forrest. Initially the town was given the name of
Forrest, which became Forrestown and finally Forreston.
By the late 1860s, the township had a post office/general store, a store and wine
shop, a shoe shop, a blacksmith and wheelwright and a butcher's shop. Alexander
Forrest had a machinery business and a blacksmith's shop. By 1871 , Forreston had a
population of74 with 13 houses.
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By 1858, a cluster of houses had grown up surrounding the inn and the nearby
blacksmith's shop at what was to become the town of Kersbrook. The land owner,
Carmen subdivided a portion of his land into town allotments in October 1858 and
began to sell the land. He named the township Maidstown, but the name was never
accepted by the community. The area had always been known as Kersbrook and that
was what the township was called.
Private schools had been conducted in Kersbrook from 1852 until the erection of a
public school and the appointment of a teacher in 1868.
The development of the township of Millbrook remains something of a mystery
during this period. By 1856, the township of Millbrook boasted a four storey flour
mill that was said to be one of the finest in the colony. The Millbrook Hotel was first
licensed in 1857, and it is likely that it was built at approximately this time. In 1878,
a school and residence were built to serve the children of the area, located high on a
hill near the town.
In Cudlee Creek, a new Methodist Church was built in 18 81-2.
Houghton, established in 1841 thrived in the years to the late 1850s. As an indication
of the population of the district, by 1855, the Houghton School was the fifth largest
in the state. After 1857, a deviation in the route of the road near Anstey's Hill,
caused the cessation of development in the village of Houghton. The township
remained largely in tact from that time.
In the vicinity of Houghton, what had been Williams' house on 'The Hermitage'
estate was destroyed in a bushfire in 1853. Gradually the estate was sold off. By
1853, the name Upper and Lower Hermitage were the accepted names of the area.
As the land was sold off, others moved into the area. A quarry, the Glen Ewin
Quarry, had been opened on section 5640 at Upper Hermitage by 1856. A school
was started in the Lower Hermitage area in 1869, using a Wesleyan Chapel that had
been built in 1867.
At Highercombe, Anstey sold the estate to GM Waterhouse who planted a further
22 acres of vines and added a two storey section to the rear of the wine cellars.
Further vines were planted and apple cider made from the apples the property
produced.
The origins of the Inglewood village date from approximately 1857 and the creation
of the new road. The village was focussed around the Inglewood Inn built during
this time, located on the coach rout~ to Gumeracha. Inglewood was located a mile
or so east of the village of Houghton. In 1858, land was subdivided and sold
surrounding the hotel. Development was slow to occur and the author, Ian Auhl
maintains that the settlement did not grow into a village but remained a wayside
stopping point for some time. By the mid 1860s, several stores had been built. In
1863, the stone arch bridge over the Little Para River was opened at Inglewood,
replacing an earlier timber bridge. By 1871, the town reputedly had a total of 22
houses and a population of some 107 persons.
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Use of the Land in the Period 1852- 1883
As we have seen, during the period of 1836 to 1851, the use of the area changed
from primarily pastoral use to the extensive cultivation of wheat and other grain and
cereal crops. As a consequence, by 1857 there were eight flour mills in the districts
of Onkaparinga and Talunga. The area produced enough wheat and other farm
products to transport them to the River Murray and then to the Victorian diggings
for sale. Wheat and other cereal growing was the dominant activity in the area
although farmers also grew vegetables, particularly potatoes.

During the period of 1857 to 1867, the statistics record the tremendous growth in
the cultivation of wheat in South Australia. In 1857, 175,865 acres were under
cultivation. By 1867, 500,000 acres were cultivated. Farmers planted cereal crops in
their fields year after year, without rotating the fields or returning anything to the
soil. Such practices lower the nitrogen, phosphorus and organic content of the soil
and break down the soil structure. The deficiencies in soil that was poor to start with
quickly resulted in soil exhaustion. The yields of the wheat and other cereal crops fell
dramatically in the ensuing years. They were particularly poor in 1866-7. South
Australian farmers faced another problem. Diseases in cereals, particularly red rust,
were on the increase and were affecting yields. The Governor appointed a
Parliamentary Commission in 1868 to enquire into the diseases in cereals and soil
exhaustion being experienced in South Australia.
As a result of the soil exhaustion and diseases experienced, the production of wheat
in the area fell dramatically during the years of 1861 to 1891. In 1861 , there were
9,828 acres of wheat grown, while in 1891, there were just 547 acres. The fall in the
cultivation of wheat coincided with a rise in the numbers of sheep and lambs raised
in the area; from 2, 172 in 1871 to 12,791 in 1881. In response to the failure of wheat
and other cereal crops, some of the areas flour mills closed during this period. The
Millbrook Mill closed in 1867.

Clearly some farmers considered they would be best to try their luck on fresh soils
elsewhere. From the 1870s onwards, there was a decline in the population in the
District Council of Talunga. Those that remained began to experiment with mixed
farming. Mixed farming altered the farmer's dependence on growing one crop, to a
mixture of dairying, grazing, growing fruit, potatoes, pig raising, and pea
production. These kind of uses suited the climatic conditions of the area.
Farmers had grown some or all of the above on their land in this region since early
settlement. It was a matter of changing the emphasis. For example, dairying was
established in the earliest days of European settlement of Gumeracha. The practice
of keeping dairy cattle increased markedly in the period of the 1860s to the 1880s.
Fruit growing also gained in importance. In 1871, 141 acres ofthe area were planted
with orchards. By 1881 this had increased to 175 acres. By the late 1870s, properties
at Kersbrook, Kenton Valley and Mt Bera were exporting apples to England and
elsewhere. During the period of 1850 to 1890, large apple and other fruit tree
orchards were established at Cudlee Creek, Gumeracha, Kersbrook, Houghton and
Inglewood. Allied with the establishment of orchards in the area, was a nursery
industry, growing young fruit trees.
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The timber industry continued during this period. Many of Forreston's men were
employed sawing railway sleepers near Bonney's Flat and Mount Crawford until the
late 1860s when most of the red gum had been removed. In addition, the wattlebark
industry blossomed during this period. To illustrate this point, the Blumberg mill
when taken over by the Pfaum Brothers in the 1860s was used as a mill for grinding
wattle bark.
Some farmers used the remaining native vegetation in another way. They kept bees
and produced red gum honey and later blue gum honey.
In the eastern area of the Council, what for many years was within the boundaries of
Tea Tree Gully Council and its predecessors, the emphasis in this period was on
vineyards, orchards and vegetable gardens. The use of the land in this region has
always been slightly different from that of the majority of the Council area. The 'Glen
Ewin' estate near Highercombe shows the change in usage of the land from the early
years to the 1880s. McEwin, the estate's owner, initially planted wheat, a domestic
garden, a vineyard and kept dairy cattle when establishing the property in 1844. By
1854 he was producing wine commercially. By 1861 the property was one of the
more important vineyards and orchards in the colony. McEwin, like others in the
region, had established a nursery and sold fruit trees and plants. He commenced
making jam with unsaleable fruit on the property in 1862. It was very successful and
resulted in McEwin not only constructing a factory in 1864 but also increasing the
size of his own orchard to 100 acres and purchasing fruit from the Colony's fruit
growers, from the immediate area to East Torrens and beyond. His company
employed many locals, and grew such that it purchased other jam making concerns.
A description of Hannaford's farm at Cudlee Creek in the early 1860s by Joseph
Verco conveys the nature of the farmer's produce in the region. On the property he
notes that there were horses, cows, sheep, pigs, fowls and ducks in addition to apple
and cherry trees, gooseberry and raspberry bushes as well as other fruits. Rye was
grown for the pigs, and butter made from the milk of the cows. However he says the
chief use of the property was for growing com.
During this period, gold was discovered in the Gumeracha region. In South
Australia, as elsewhere, the gold discoveries prompted great excitement and
encouraged many to travel to the area. The early discoveries of gold appeared to
have occurred in the early 1870s. The deposit that became known as the Lady Alice
Mine was discovered in 1871. Also in the Hundred ofTalunga, near Blumberg, gold
was found in about 1870 at a place known as German Reef The Reef was rich in
places an a battery was installed to crush the ore. Unfortunately, it was only worked
initially until the following year, 1872, but was briefly reworked in the 1890s.
Some ten years later, in 1884, gold was discovered in the Watts Gully vicinity. It
was a rich field, and nuggets were found. It was worked quietly for a year or so but
news eventually leaked out. Watts Gully, like the other discoveries did not tum into
substantial fields but nevertheless aiding in prompting settlement and in boosting the
economic activity of the area.
Further discoveries were made in the 1880s and the fields were worked for a period.
Gold was discovered in the vicinity of Mount Torrens in 1870 and the Criterion
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Mine was opened. From time to time, mining operations were conducted on the site
throughout the nineteenth century.

2.4

Consolidation- The Period 1884- 1914
General History
This period in the history of the Gumeracha District Council area was one of steady
social growth and relative affluence. HT Burgess' Cyclopaedia of South Australia in
1909, described the Torrens Valley as being planted with "luxuriant orangeries,
vineyards, and fruit plantations, and beyond it [the Torrens Valley] rich country
stretches to the foot ofthe ever-beautiful hills. A wide and cultivated expanse lies to
the left, where heavy crops of hay and cereals are grown .... " Burgess wrote that the
farms, gardens and settlements in the district were extending everywhere. It was
described as a productive horticultural area. "Well-cultivated fruit trees in full
bearing" were described as displacing the virgin forest in nearly all directions. The
fact that it was an area in which townships, in which the majority of the population
of the area lived, had developed with surrounding farming land was also commented
upon. During this period farmers in the area continued with the established practice
of mixed farming in addition to dairying and fruit growing. The area was said to be
productive and was assisted through the leaner years by the mining activity in the
area.
Land ownership in the area altered significantly during this period. From
approximately 1910 onwards to approximately 1930, the South Australian Company
sold its leasehold properties, most frequently to its existing tenants. Although the
Company was instrumental in creating the State's first rural base, its policy of
retaining the ownership of large areas of prime agricultural land is thought to have
acted to discourage the development of the land.
A further significant introduction in this period was superphosphate fertilisers. They
allowed farmers to grow a variety of products on their land and thus not be
dependent on one or only a few crops. In addition to the newer products, farmers
also engaged in the traditional industries that had been practised since early
settlement; industries such as timber getting, hop growing, bee keeping, raising fat
lambs and occasionally forestry. Other developments in the farming industry affected
this period. The establishment of an agricultural society in Gumeracha in 1888 was
important in transferring to others, information about the new ways of farming.
The townships of the region also prospered during this period. Many developed
further services for their surrounding farming families. Most townships had schools,
stores and churches and other basic services created during the period of 1853-1880.
From 1880 to 1914 most townships had additional facilities built, catering for the
range of people that had moved into the area. There were more shops, more banks,
more services generally. Housing was built in the townships to cater for the
increased demand arising during this prosperous period. The workers from the
processing plants, built or created to deal with the area's produce, required housing
and stimulated demand. The fruit growing industry produced jam factories and the
dairy industry produced butter and cheese factories. The town of Gumeracha
emerged as the commercial and social centre of their district.
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Mining in the region of Gumeracha continued in this period, although it was never a
dominating industry. In 1893, a crushing battery and a cyanide treatment works
were erected on the site of the Criterion Mine at Mount Torrens. In 1894 the South
Australian Government purchased the works in an effort to encourage gold
prospecting and mining during a period of economic depression. Those who mined
for gold were charged a subsidised fee to have their gold extracted at the Mount
Torrens processing plant. The policy proved to be successful. HYL Brown, writing
in 1909, commented that there were at least 44 mines and alluvial gold fields
operating at that time in the Hundred of Talunga alone.

The Townships

Burgess in the Cyclopaedia of South Australia described Blumberg as still a
principally German settlement. The countryside surrounding the town was said to be
used for mainly agricultural and pastoral purposes, with other minor industries, such
as dairying and bee keeping of importance. The business premises of the town were
described as large and the area had a flour mill, a flint industry, produced flux, and
had some mining activity in the region.
By the mid 1880s, reflecting the affluence of the times, Blumberg boasted a new post
office (built 1885), a school and an institute building (1885). The chancel at the
Catholic Church was erected (1884), a resident priest appointed and a manse built in
1889. Other services were provided in Blumberg. In 1909, Messrs Hill and Company
coaching service commenced changing their horses at Blumberg rather than
Gumeracha, where it had previously occurred. New stables were erected to house
the horses at Blumberg. In 1910, a manual telephone exchange opened. Secondary
school level classes were conducted at Blumberg in January 1909, just a year after
South Australia's first High School (Adelaide High) was opened.
In 1890, a section of Government owned land close to the township of Blumberg
was subdivided into ten workingmen's blocks a further encouragement to the area's
development. The subdivision was part of a scheme to provide small plots of land for
working class families to assist with unemployment.
Burgess, writing in 1909 in the Cyclopaedia of South Australia notes what he
considered to be the most significant people, farms and businesses in the town of
Blumberg. The properties mentioned give an indication of the principal products of
the area. Most of the properties grew sheep, dairy cattle, wattles and fruit. Many
produced a combination of these four products. Properties mentioned included JA
Pontt's 'The Wattles', an agricultural, sheep raising and wattle growing property.
Croziers' farming and grazing property is mentioned, as is FW Calsen of 'Sunny Brae
Farm' who was farming, fruit growing and dairying. JE Hannaford of 'Bonney's Flat'
had 500 merino sheep, wattles and ten acres of fruit trees.
The Cyclopaedia of South Australia describes Mount Torrens as a pretty little town
that lay in the centre of a timber-getting, grazing and dairying neighbourhood. The
township contained (in 1909) three churches (that of the Episcopalian, Methodist
and Lutheran), two public schools, the Institute, a flour mill and a wattle bark mill, in
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addition to the Government established cyanide works. The cyanide works were
established in 1894 in order to service the numerous gold mines of the district.
Significant properties and businesses according to Burgess, included Townsend's
flour mill, George House's merino sheep farming and wattle growing property, EA
Herrmann's 'Dillford Vale', a wattle growing, sheep farming and agricultural property
and TJ Hannam who was the manager of 'Murray View', a large property of some
2,000 to 3,000 acres that was used for merino sheep and wattle production.
The township ofGumeracha was described by Burgess as "one of the prettiest towns
north east of Adelaide". The businesses in the town included a cream and butter
factory and a bacon curing floor established 1883 in what had been Randell's flour
mill. The building was gutted by fire in 1912 but rebuilt. A machinist's establishment,
a large store, a bakery, the courthouse and police station, a school (a new one was
erected in 1913), Methodist and Baptist churches, an Institute (a new Institute
building was constructed and opened in 1909), and several stores and tradesmen's
establishments were noted. In 1910, a small hospital was established in Gumeracha
in a building that had been built for and used as the police station and courthouse.
Gumeracha was at that point, the central town of the District Council of Talunga
and the commercial centre of the area.
Illustrating its importance as a commercial centre, a branch of the Bank of South
Australia had opened in the township and by 1886, a Bank of Adelaide branch also
existed. Elder, Smith and Company had an established business early in the town's
history and in 1905 began conducting regular stock auction sales in the local yards.
During late 1880s a branch ofthe Agricultural Bureau was established in the town.
The significant properties of the Gumeracha region in 1909 included the 'Hatchlands'
property, established by G Hannaford who was prominent in the apple export trade
to London, South Africa and Germany. The property also had forestry operations as
well as hop growing, bees and wattle growing. It was said to be one of the finest
estates in the district, with a two storey house built in 1851, and an extensive
irrigation scheme. W Moore at 'Hartley Vale' had extensive orchards and a dairy
herd. E Kelly of 'Sulby Glen', an agricultural, fruit growing, dairying and pastoral
property was described as owning one of the oldest homesteads in the district. JH
Hynes of'The Willows' was a grazier and stock raiser.
A new school was built at Kenton Valley in about 1900. The significant properties in
this region included 'Halcyon', a property owned by J Teakle, who grew fruit, grazed
stock, and had a dairy herd.
The town ofForreston prospered in the mid 1880s as a result ofthe opening in 1885
of the Watts Gully Goldfields.
In relation to Forreston's agricultural industries, the major property owners were said
to include Dawson Hanna, an agriculturalist, orchardist, grazier and dairy farmer of
'Willow Farm'. Hanna was the Director of the Gumeracha Co-operative Butter,
Cheese and Produce Company for a period. W Reddem of 'Lansdowne' was said to
have 160 acres of grazing land. B Cornish of 'Fairview' was an agriculturalist,
orchardist and grazier.
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The town of Kersbrook was not on the main highway but was said by Burgess to
contain the Council offices of the Para Wirra District and a Methodist and other
churches, a public school, a teacher's residence (built in 1883 ), various social
organisations including a Rechabite Tent and an Improvement Society.
In the Kersbrook region, Burgess describes the significant property owners as
including GFD Nepean Smith, the owner of 'Glen Bum' with its 85 acres of
orchards. Nepean Smith had established a canning works and dried fruit factory at
Angaston and bought fruit from local growers. He also was reportedly the first to
export fruit to Europe on a commercial basis. EJ Powell's property 'Spring Hill
Gardens' was said to be the largest fruit growing business in the Commonwealth. He
had 107 acres under orchards at Kersbrook in addition to other properties.
The township of Chain of Ponds was . described by the Cyclopaedia of South
Australia as a hamlet, a halting place on the north eastern highway between Mannum
and Adelaide.
In the Chain of Ponds region, Burgess describes the significant property owners as
being WJ Hannaford of 'Mount Bera' and other properties including 'Ludlow Estate'.
Hannaford's property was well known, mainly for its exporting of fruit, but at this
time it was also used for raising lambs and growing wool from a flock of 700
merinos. GV Newman of 'Lyndhurst' was also included. He had a well established
orchard of some 70 acres that grew a variety of fruit. Unusually in this area, he also
had 14 acres under vegetable production.

The township of Millbrook was described by the Cyclopaedia of South Australia as a
hamlet. The photographic collection in the Mortlock Library of South Australiana
includes one photograph taken in about 1900 that shows the town. It reveals the
township to be very small, a cluster of buildings with the town's major buildings
including the two storeyed hotel, the 'Millbrook' and a three storey flour mill. The
licence for the hotel was discontinued after 191 0.
In and around Millbrook, Burgess notes the significant properties of the area as
being EH Hannaford's 'The Briars', with its orchard, bee keeping and wattle growing
activities. MH Hannaford of 'Angora Glen' grew wattles, kept bees and fattened beef
and Iambs. Hannaford was exporting Iambs at that time. HO Hannaford of 'Dingo
Vale' had an orchard and bee keeping concern. He was reputed to be the first to
export apples to England from the region. Other significant properties included those
owned by the Banks family. William Banks owned 'Sheepcot Farm', a fruit growing,
dairying and grazing property. George Banks owned 'Walnut Grove', a farming and
grazing property.
A creamery was constructed at Cudlee Creek in 1882 as a branch of the Gumeracha
Butter factory. The Cudlee Creek factory stood idle for some time in its history but
was used for cheese-making.
Burgess describes the prominent people and properties of the Cudlee Creek district
as including E Hannaford, of'Riverside', who produced lambs and sheep for wool, in
addition to 30 acres of apples and other fruit.
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Houghton was described by the Cyclopaedia of South Australia as the business
centre and post town of the Highercombe District, a district long famous for its
horticulture. It was said to be well supplied with churches, halls, public buildings and
residences.
·
The significant properties of this area were said to include M Maughan's 'Ingleside', a
property were the fiuit grown and other local fiuit was made into jam which was
exported to Western Australia. J Rehn's property in the Houghton region grew
apples and plums.
The settlement at Paracombe developed during this period. The closer settlement of
the area commenced with the subdivision ofthe Paracombe Sheep Station in 1901.
The Government bought the station from AB Murray and divided the land into 60
blocks, the sizes varying from seven to 93 acres. As farmers and their families moved
into the area, community facilities, such as a school, post office, church, recreation
ground and community hall were built. The township's Congregational Church was
built in 191 0 as was the school.
The area proved to be prolific. By 1908, 33 families lived at Paracombe, producing
30,000 cases of apples, 20,000 of which were exported to London. The farmers in
the area relied on selling their fiuit to the Glen Ewin Factory for jam making.
The township of Inglewood was described by the Cyclopaedia of South Australia as
a small hamlet in 1909. Significant properties that lay close to Inglewood, included
of GE Pitman's 'Rockdale', where he grew 38 acres of apples, pears, cherries and
plums, in addition to undertaking dairying and grazing activities.

The Use of the Land in the Period 1884- 1914
As is evident from Burgess's descriptions of the uses to which the significant
properties were put, many and varied products were grown in the district. It would
be fair to say that the approach of mixed farming established after the failure of the
wheat crops in the late 1860s, continued to be applied. The most common activities
in the region included the pastoral use of the land, raising merino sheep for wool,
growing fiuit, collecting wattle bark and planting crops, most probably for use as
stock feed.
Farmers still engaged in, although less frequently, timber getting, hop growing, bee
keeping, raising fat lambs and occasionally forestry. Most of the products grown by
the farmers had been grown since the earliest days in the Gumeracha area. It was
variety of products grown on one farm and the emphasis that had changed. In part
this was due to the introduction of superphosphate fertilisers. In the 1890s, its use
was becoming commonplace. For the small scale farmers of the Adelaide Hills, the
fertiliser meant an increase in the intensity of their cultivation of the land and the
diversification their products. This in tum, lead to more products for sale and
generally, more prosperous times for the farmers. The establishment of an
agricultural society in Gumeracha in 1888 was important in transferring to others,
information about the new ways of farming.
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The number of properties with orchards noted in Burgess' Cyclopaedia is worth
emphasising . Fruit growing in the area developed .considerably during this period. In
1881, there were 460 acres under production. The figure rose to 622 acres in 1901
and 755 acres in 1911-2. The fruit was sold to the local market and to some farmers
who had established jam factories or preserving works as a way of dealing with the
excess fruit.
The industry was successful and as is evident from the records, the district contained
some of the largest orchards in South Australia.
However, the industry experienced difficulties with diseases and pests. Black spot
and codling moth appeared about 1890 and greatly affected orchards across the
Colony. Another problem faced by the growers was the waste that occurred as a
flood of fruit came onto the market at the same time. Jam making helped to solve
this problem but some growers experimented with exporting the apples to England,
the Continent, South Mrica and to the other Australian colonies. Initially exporting
fruit was not highly successful. Without refrigeration only some of the fruit survived
well, while others did not. Overseas fruit merchants gambled on the quality of the
fruit when it arrived and hence, growers were forced to accept low prices. As the
industry developed, shipments became more regular and less wastage occurred. A
combination of three developments assisted the industry tremendously. Firstly the
Government Produce Department held the apples in cold storage and made the
shipments on behalf of the growers. As a result, the outlets for the sale of fruit
widened and allowed smaller growers to participate. Higher prices were achieved.
Secondly, the development of cold storage meant that the fruit was in better
condition on arrival and thirdly, all the fruit was examined before it left Australian
shores, ensuring that only good quality fruit was sent overseas. The reputation for
Australian fruit was enhanced and prices stabilised.
The dairying industry was also important during this period. In 1891, there were
1,825 dairy cattle. The number fluctuated during the next 20 years, but it remained a
part ofthe mixed farming activities ofthe area. By 1911-2, there were 1,638 dairy
cattle. The importance of the industry to the area is illustrated by the conversion of
the Gumeracha flour mill to a co-operative butter factory, and in 1892 a cheese
making establishment.
Wattle bark gathering was beginning to emerge as a serious industry during this
period. A pamphlet written in 1884 by Dr R Schomburgk, Director of the Botanic
Gardens commented on the potential of the industry as a money earner for those
who engaged in it. Schomburgk's pamphlet stated that soil that had been rendered
unfit for cereals would provide ideal conditions for the growth of wattles. Sheep
grazing could also be allowed on the land on which the wattles grew. Wattle
growing in the Talunga District began to be practised in earnest. Molineaux in his
1894 Handbook for Farmers and Gardeners in Australia commented that the best
area for growing wattles was the Mount Torrens District with its open forest land
and suitable soil. The industry continued in the area until the late 1920s. The bark
was ground at the Blumberg mill. Labourers were employed to strip the trees of their
bark or farmers used the industry as a means of supplementing their incomes.
Thousands of people, from strippers and carters, dealers and others involved in the
wattle bark gathering made their living or supplemented their income from this
industry.
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As other industries grew in importance, the former mainstay of the area, wheat
growing diminished. The area under wheat production fell from 547 acres in 1881 ,
to 142 acres in 1891, and just 26 acres by 1911 -2.

2.5

Between the Wars -

The Period 1914 - 1945

General
During the period of 1914 to 1945, the region saw many changes. It was during this
period that the District Councils of Para Wirra and Talunga were amalgamated to
form the District Council of Gumeracha, an event that occurred in 193 5. Larger
world events dominated the period and had profound effects on the region. The
commencement of the First World War and the wider community's sentiments about
all things German forced the change of name of the township of Blumberg to
Birdwood in 1918. The Depression ofthe late 1920s and 1930s also had its effect
on the region, slowing both growth and development and causing a brief revival of
gold mining in the area. The commencement of the Second World War acted to
further stifle the development of farms and the industries associated with them. At
the close of the period, in 1945, the farms of the Gumeracha region were to some
degree, degraded by years of shortages of materials and labour. However, while
some industries and land uses ceased, others continued and intensified. Some new
industries were established during this period.
This period in the history of the Gumeracha region saw the continued and extended
practice of some previous land uses. The use of superphosphate combined with
subterranean clovers allowed for more intensive uses of the land than had previously
been possible. As a result, dairying, raising sheep for wool, and raising fat lambs
intensified during this period. The products associated with dairying i.e. making
cheese and butter in factories organised through co-operatives, is also a feature of
this period. Fruit growing increased during this period. In general, mixed and
pastoral farming was encouraged by the developments that allowed for the
improvement of the soil. The nineteenth century uses ofthe land declined e.g. wattle
bark production, timber gathering and charcoal production.
As often occurs during periods of economic depression, the area's former gold mines
were re-worked briefly by Adelaide's unemployed during the Depression of the
1920s and 1930s. Camps were established close to Birdwood and the families issued
with rations whilst they prospected for gold or cut timber. Pickings were lean and
many moved to the City within a short time. During this period, the Mount Torrens
battery and cyanide treatment works was updated, in an effort to encourage
prospecting. The plant eventually closed in the mid 1950s.
It is said that during the Depression large numbers of men camped along the Torrens
River from Gumeracha to Adelaide with one property owner claiming that 300 or
400 people were living on his property, catching rabbits and being supplied with very
low priced dairy produce and fruit and vegetables from the local farmers. At the
time, the produce cost more to pick and transport to Adelaide than could ever be
achieved by its sale. Some of these people stayed for several years, replacing their
tents with flattened drums or houses made from galvanised iron sheeting.
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As in other parts of the State, the farmers faced their share of natural calamities. A
very destructive fire occurred in January 1939 which affected a great deal of land in
the Council district.
Significant local events also occurred during this period that did their part to end the
isolation of this part of the State. A railway was constructed through the area in the
late 1910s. It arrived in Birdwood (a branch line from Balhannah) in September
1918, on its route to Mount Pleasant. The construction of the railway took four
years and it would be fair to say that initially, it played a very important role in
transporting goods to and from Adelaide. But before long it was challenged in terms
of journey time and costs by the Gorge Road, constructed in the 1920s. It was said
that cars, buses and even horses took less time to travel the distance to Adelaide
than the railway. The authors of Birdwood "Old Blumberg" consider that the
railway was constructed too late to play a lasting part in the development of the
district.
The completion of the Gorge Road in the early 1920s on the other hand, played a
vital role. The lobbying for the need for a new and less dangerous road to the
district commenced in 1913. Local parliamentarian members agitated for the need
for a new road, less dangerous than the existing roads to the area, namely the
Corkscrew at Castambul or Breakneck Hill. The proposal for a road from the Gorge
Weir near Athelstane to Gumeracha was approved soon after, but the First World
War delayed its construction. Construction commenced in 1919. Parts of the road
were opened to traffic in 1921 but it was not completed until 1923 . Its completion
marked the end of the horse drawn coach service from between Adelaide and Mount
Pleasant.
Electricity was connected to the area during this period. The Adelaide Electric
Supply Company received permission to supply electricity to the District Council of
Talunga soon after the First World War and the towns of Gumeracha and Birdwood
were connected in 1926.
Midway through this period, the 1921 census revealed that the township of
Birdwood was the most popular township in the district. It had 534 residents, whilst
Gumeracha had 416 persons, Mount Torrens 320 persons and Forreston 119 people.
In summary, by 1945, the townships in the District Council of Gumeracha had
changed in attitude although not markedly in appearance. The nineteenth century
isolation of this area's rural townships was forever changed as a result of improved
transportation links with Adelaide. In addition, wider events on the world stage had
their effects on some if not all of the townships in the region. The area's farming
industry was depressed as a result of years of economic depression or forced
shortages of necessary labour and materials. Nevertheless, some new industries had
been established, and the period that followed, from 1945 onwards, at least initially
was marked by prosperous growth and development of a kind not previously known.
This period marked a number of significant events for the township of Birdwood.
The township's name was changed in 1918 (to honour the British General who lead
the ANZAC troops at Gallipoli) during a period when South Australians were
suspicious of all things German. This attitude also resulted in the closure of the high
gumeracha heritage survey

25

school and Lutheran primary school from 1917 to 1931. A higher primary school
class was established in the township in 1924 but lobbying did not cease by the
residents and resulted in the establishment of a district high school in 1931.
The arrival of the railway enhanced Birdwood as a transport centre and resulted in
the construction of a station and several houses in the township. Its construction
had provided employment for the locals for four years and railway workers resided
in the town in the following years. The railway provided a goods and passenger
service until the end of Second World War but it was increasingly challenged by road
transport and finally closed in the 1960s.
The mining activity of gold fields near Mount Torrens slowed considerably. The
main mine closed in 1917 but the Gold Battery powered by a steam engine continued
to operate until1935, when an oil engine was installed and improvements were made
to the battery to accommodate heavier stamps. Several other improvements and
alterations were made, most notably the erection of a new cyanide plant. The
battery and cyanide plant operated throughout the period closing only in 1956,
providing a facility for extracting most gold found in the area.
During the Depression, many unemployed people lived and prospected at the gold
fields of Mount Torrens and vicinity in an attempt to scratch a living. They would
take their finds to the Mount Torrens Gold Battery for processing.
In the township ofMount Torrens, the Soldiers' Memorial Hall was opened in 1923
and a recreation ground completed in the 1930's.
In Gumeracha an important event, not only in the township but for the district in
general, was the establishment of the Soldiers' Memorial Hospital in 1922-3. The
establishment of the hospital acted to heighten Gumeracha's position as the principal
township of the District Council of Talunga. When built, the hospital could house
eight patients but was later extended in 193 8 to accommodate 12 patients. It was
entirely funded and managed by the residents of the township until it began to accept
patients from a wider area. A government grant was then made each year. The
move to build the hospital grew from the community's desire to commemorate those
who fought in the First World War.
During this period, reflecting the change in the use of the land in the region, the
Gumeracha flour mill, called the Kenton Mills was adapted for use as a butter and
cheese factory and as a bacon curing floor from 1883 to 1923. In 1923, the building
was bought by the Adelaide Milk Supply Company (Amscol) who used it as a milk
depot, prior to transport to Adelaide.
Kenton Valley remained a small township. In 1939, it comprised a Baptist Church, a
post office, school and various residences.
Like Kenton Valley, the population ofForreston declined during this period despite
the sale of South Australian Company land to the Government in about 1920 for use
as soldier settler farms. By 193 9, the population of the township was half what it
had originally been and the township had lost many of its old residences.
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Until the merger of the District Councils of Para Wirra and Talunga, Kersbrook was
the principal town of the District Council ofPara Wirra. Council meetings were held
there, but all of the towns in the area were small and remained so during this period.
The period of 1914 to 1945 marked the end of the township of Millbrook, an event
that would seem to have caused little if any protest. Most of the buildings were
demolished or dismantled in 1914. At the time the township consisted of
approximately 19 houses in addition to a butcher's shop, hall, store and post office,
hotel and smithy. About 139 people, mostly employed as farmers and gardeners
were relocated as a result. Nearby at Sunning Hill, a Methodist Church, a store and
bridge were drowned as well by the Millbrook reservoir.
The Millbrook reservoir, to catch local and upper Torrens Valley water was planned
by the Engineering and Water Supply Department in order to supplement the supply
of water to metropolitan Adelaide. Work commenced in February 1914 and
approximately 500 people were employed. By 1918, it was nearly completed with
reports stating that it had a capacity of up to 3,650 million gallons. The completion
ofthe main pipeline to Adelaide occurred in 1923.
Water from the upper Torrens Valley is brought into the reservoir by a diversion
weir and 1,600 metre tunnel. Since the completion of the Mannum to Adelaide
pipeline, River Murray water is released into the Torrens near Mount Pleasant and
Birdwood. This water is diverted by the weir into the Millbrook Reservoir where it
is pumped to a filtration plant at Ansteys Hill.
A new road was constructed around the western and north western boundary of the
reservoir. A concrete girder bridge was built on this road in 1916-7, designed by
John Monash.
In this period, Cudlee Creek was the site of the some of the finest and largest apple
orchards in the State. A significant event in the annals of Cudlee Creek, reflecting
this important land use, was the construction of the Cudlee Creek Cold Stores in
1922. It was decided to erect a local cold store to ensure that the fruit did not have
to be transported to Adelaide for refrigeration. The store was extended in 1925, and
again in 1940.
Reflecting another use of the area, the creamery established in 1892 in Cud lee Creek
was sold in 1923 to the Amscol Company. The Company used the building as a milk
depot, and sent milk to Adelaide daily.
Houghton and its district was at this stage, within the District Council of
Highercombe. Houghton was its principal town and a new school was erected in the
town in the 1920s. The Highercombe property was subdivided in 1925 and its
buildings allowed to fall in to disrepair. The ruins of the cellars at Highercombe and
some of exotic trees from its once fine garden are still present.
By 1936, the Paracombe blocks were said to be in full production, planted with
apples and pears. The area had its own fruit packing shed and by 1939 had a cold
storage facility.
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The Use of the Land in the Period 1914- 1945

An account describing what was transported by rail from the area gives an insight
into the products grown in the region in the early part of this period. The railway
apparently supplied the Birdwood Floor Mill with its produce to process and deliver.
Only as a result of the railway did the stock market develop into a large business,
where cattle, sheep, wool, dairy produce, minerals, logs, firewood, wattle bark,
fencing posts were transported out of the area and supplies and superphosphate
brought into the district.
Although introduced in the late nineteenth, this period marked the accepted and
common use of subterranean clovers that when coupled with the use of
superphosphate had a dramatic effect. By the 1930s a large amount of South
Australia's most fertile soil was depleted, its soil structure damaged and eroded by
wind and water. Clovers act by being stimulated by superphosphate, obtaining
nitrogen from the air and returning it to the soil by dying and decaying when the seed
has set. Clovers provided the basis for a ley system, that of growing grains and
pasture alternately, the pasture providing the feed for stock. The combined use of
superphosphate and clovers was a cheap and effective means of restoring the
structure and fertility of the soil and hence raising the yields of wheat, the number of
livestock and the weight of the fleeces of the sheep that grazed that land.
The effect of this new approach was to mark the gradual decline or cessation of
some industries. The wattle bark industry continued until the late 1920s. Once the
use of fertilisers and clovers became common, they allowed the land to be developed
for dairying, beef cattle and raising fat lambs. They improved what had been
considered worthless scrubland that was only used for growing wattles into land that
was viewed to be useable and profitable. Farmers began the practice of raising fat
lambs for the domestic meat market of Adelaide or dairying, again for the Adelaide
market.
Raising sheep for wool also increased during this period. The Gumeracha area
produced some fine merino wool flocks .
By now, the wheat growing industry that had once been so prevalent no longer
existed. Some of the area's flour mills, if not already converted into wattle bark mills
were altered to accommodate dairying products. The Mount Torrens Flour Mill was
converted into a milk depot and cheese factory in 1928 by Amscol. The Gumeracha
Flour Mill, which had previously been adapted as a butter and cheese factory was
bought by Amscol in 1923 and used as a collection point for fresh milk.
Dairying continued and intensified during this period. The boom period for dairying
was during the 1890s when regional factories were established to produce butter and
cheese, as opposed to the old system of each farmer producing his own butter and
cheese on the farm. After the establishment of factories, it became obvious that
farmer co-operatives were necessary to aid in the production and distribution of a
region's milk, cream, cheese, butter and other dairy products. The first of these coops was established in the Strathalbyn region. By the late 1920s and early 1930s
dairymen were unhappy with the existing system where the large suppliers ( eg
Amscol) bought their produce but paid very low prices.
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In 193 8, this unhappiness reached a peak and the farmers of the Gumeracha region
responded by forming the Kenton Co-operative Dairymen Limited.
This company established a factory on the Lobethal to Mount Torrens road (outside
the area of the District Council of Gumeracha) to process the area's milk. The
company, made up of the dairymen of the region drew supplies from Forreston,
Gumeracha, Kenton Valley, Cudlee Creek, Lobethal, Charleston and Woodside.
The factory was known as the Charleston Cheese Factory and was opened in June
1939. It represented a major achievement for the dairying industry and the farmers
of the region. The future of dairying and its increased profitability seemed assured.
Fruit growing, or the development of orchards which was such a feature of the
previous period began to decline and the increasing contribution of fiuit growers
from the River Murray area. Fruit prices fell and Gumeracha growers could no
longer compete.

2.6

Recent History- the Period from 1945 to the present
General
The close of the Second World War found many of South Australia's farms run
down as a result of a lack of manpower and a shortage of materials. After the War,
the world market was demanding commodities and it was not long before South
Australia's farmers, encouraged by high prices for their goods, particularly wool,
recognised the opportunities. So began a period of unparalleled prosperity. By the
1950s this prosperity had resulted in an increase in the price of rural land.
The technological advances of the twentieth century also had other effects. The
nineteenth century way of life experienced in many of the Torrens Valley's rural
communities altered forever. The intensive small scale farming centred around small
townships began a period of change and for some, decline.
The newer land uses introduced into the area in the period of 1914 to 194 5 also had
their consequences, some unforseen. Afforestation on land acquired by the South
Australian Government around the Millbrook Reservoir increased steadily and
reached its peak with the completion of the Kangaroo Creek Reservoir in the 1960s
and the closure of the Chain ofPonds township in 1970. By the 1970s, Council had
reached a stage where 30 percent of its area was unrateable, placing an additional
burden on its ratepayers.
But it was also a period of progress. By the end of the 1960s very few roads in the
district were unsealed. Deep drainage was installed in 1963, soon after the
completion of the Mannum to Adelaide water scheme and common drainage systems
were introduced for the towns of Birdwood and Mount Torrens. Council believes
that deep drainage has contributed to expansion ofthe towns and rise in land values.
As a result, the period of 1966 to 1976 was one of rapid growth.
The district remains predominantly used for rural pursuits, excepting the townships.
During the period from 1966 to 1986 saw a deal of subdivision of land parcels into
smaller holdings, creating rural living zones better known as 'hobby farms'. This
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subdivision of the larger land holdings was in part caused by the decline of rural
industry and in part by the rise in the value of land as the metropolitan area of
Adelaide has expanded. The district of Gumeracha once considered a long way from
Adelaide through the improvements in transportation has become very much closer.
The Gumeracha district is extremely fertile and rural production plays a major part in
its economic standing. Primary industries include general farming, horticulture,
vegetable and potato growing, dairying, and the production of fat Iambs, wool and
beef A large proportion of the State's clay supplies for bricks is mined within the
district and talc and gold are also mined on a small scale.
The future of the region for residential and rural pursuits is complicated by the fact
that almost the whole area covered by the Council lies inside the Engineering and
Water Supply boundary for water catchment.
The introduction of the Mount Lofty Ranges Water Catchment Supplementary
Development Plan will affect development in the area and growth in the future will
be minimal. It is predicted that land values will continue to rise and this increase will
effect the viability of rural production.

The Townships

The historic core of Mount Torrens remains largely unchanged from its early growth
in the nineteenth century. Of late, some further subdivision of land has occurred
near the township, but prior to this recent development there has been no additional
subdivision in the township since the 1860s and very little new building.
The township of Birdwood, perhaps more than most in the area has steadily
developed. The four nodes of settlement of the original nineteenth century township
are being linked by development. A major shift in the emphasis of the town occurred
in the mid 1960s and relates to the Birdwood Mill. In 1965, the empty mill was
purchased by a private collector of old motor vehicles to use as a place to store his
collection. As there was more space than he could fill, the locals brought things for
display and a small museum emerged. By 1976, the museum had become a liability
to its owners and pressure was brought on the Government to buy the building and
continue the museum. The mill was purchased by the Government and continues as
the highly successful Birdwood Mill Motor Museum.
The presence of the museum has made the township of Birdwood a tourist
destination, and local shop keepers have taken advantage of that fact. Tourism in
addition to hobby farming and residential development for those who commute to
Adelaide to work have become important in the township.
The township of Gumeracha is the administrative focus of the Council area. This is
in part due to the fact that the Council Chambers are located there, in a new building
opened in 1964 and later extended in 1979.
The smaller townships close to Gumeraclia continued to decline in population in
favour of the larger centres and eventually the city of Adelaide, where work was
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more available. Kenton Valley, Forreston and Cudlee Creek are examples where this
occurred.
Not all of the townships in the Gumeracha area have survived this period. The fact
that the region is the catchment area for some of Adelaide's water supply has had
some profound consequences. The village of Chain of Ponds was acquired by the
Government and demolished commencing in 1970, as a result of the potential threat
of pollution of the reservoir that was located nearby.
The population of
approximately one hundred people did not resist the move. Archival photographs in
the Mortlock Library reveal that when removed the old town consisted of an old and
new post office building, an Institute, an Anglican Church, a service station and
shed, the Morning Star Hotel and one or two old cottages. The Morning Star Hotel,
demolished on 25 November 1978, was said to be the last building to go. Some
memorials to the township remain, i.e. the cemetery and some exotic trees.
Houghton and the nearby areas of Upper and Lower Hermitage and Highercombe
have changed profoundly in the recent past. The majority of the area is no longer
used as agricultural or horticultural land but is now beginning to be developed as
suburban allotments. The suburban invasion of the Tea Tree Gully area occurred
after 1947. As an indication of the growth in population of this area, in 1957 Tea
Tree Gully was considered to lie outside the metropolitan area of Adelaide and had
a population of two or three thousand people. By 1976, 56,000 lived in the Tea
Tree Gully Council area. In May 1976, Tea Tree Gully's Glen Ewin Ward was
transferred to the control of District Council of Gumeracha.
The townships of Houghton and Inglewood, and the nearby districts of
Highercombe, Paracombe and Upper and Lower Hermitage are incorporated into the
District Council of Gumeracha.
The change in the population and use of the area is indicated by the Houghton
Primary School. In the 1850's, as settlement slowly expanded from Adelaide, it was
one of the State's largest schools. A decline in student numbers was experienced in
the early years of the twentieth century. Now, as one of many primary schools in a
burgeoning area with a young population, student numbers are once again high.

Use of the Land in the Period 1945 to the Present
The period has been one of mixed fortunes for the area. The western districts of the
Council, newly incorporated into Gumeracha's boundaries have experienced
spectacular growth in population, but at the cost of the original uses of the area.
The way of life in the townships that were the focus of agricultural and horticultural
activities has changed forever.
In the eastern area of the Council district, the way of life in the townships has also
changed. Although the physical face of the townships may not have changed a great
deal, the residents are less isolated than they once were. Increasingly the townships
accept the creation and construction of small houses on suburban allotments. In the
countryside, farmers face pressure from high land prices and poor prices for their
produce. These factors force the subdivision of land into smaller parcels, readily
purchased by those who wish to farm a small area with their primary income coming
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from a job in Adelaide. Both the suburban dwellers of the townships and the hobby
farmers are prepared to commute to Adelaide each day. This approach to living in
this area represents a radical shift away from the nineteenth century use of the land
and hence a way of life.
But rural production still continues to play a major part in the economic life of this
fertile area. Primary industries include general farming (including wheat and oats for
hay production), horticulture, vegetable and potato growing, dairying and the
production of fat lambs, wool and beef. Horses and beef cattle are an increasing
feature of the area.
Methods of production have changed in the years since the Secale.cond World War
and specialisation and the use of mechanical equipment has affected the farmers in
this and all areas of South Australia. Some of the old industries have gone forever.
Some of the industries that burgeoned in the early years of the twentieth century
have also declined. Although dairying is still important in the area, the cheese and
butter factories have closed. The Cudlee Creek creamery, taken over by Amscol for
use as a factory, became in later years the store and post office. Although there are
still orchards at Cudlee Creek and in other parts of Gumeracha, the fruit growing
industry in the area has declined.
The factor that has greatly influenced the development of the area in the midtwentieth century will continue to play its part in its changing fortunes. As the speed
and ease of travelling by road to and from Gumeracha increases, the price of land
will rise and more pressure will be exerted on farmers struggling to make a
reasonable living to subdivide and sell their land. More people will commute to
Adelaide to work and the beauty and price of land in the area will attract their
attention as a place to live and a tourist destination.
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3.

EXISTING HERITAGE STATUS
A place may be included in the State Heritage Register if it meets the criteria
established under the Heritage Act 1993. It may be land, a building or structure,
an industrial site, a monument, a ruin, an empty site which may be of
archaeological interest, a burial place, a garden, a plantation, a geological
monument or a variety of other places which may form part of the cultural heritage
ofthe State.
Places in the District Council of Gumeracha which are currently entered in the
State Heritage Register are:
• Birdwood Mill (Former Grainstore), Shannon Street, Birdwood, (BD43).
• Ring of Oaks, Cnr Victoria and Johns Fisher Avenues, Gumeracha, (GU40).
• Mill Cottages, Lobethal Road, Gumeracha, (GU41).
• Homestead and Outbuildings, 'Kenton Park', Mannum Road, Gumeracha,
(GU42).
• Homestead, 'Ludlow House', Cudlee Creek Road, Gumeracha, (GU43).
• 'Inglewood Inn', Main North East Road, Inglewood, (LH09).
• Mount Torrens Gold Battery, Mount Torrens, (MT43).

Places in the District Council of Gumeracha which are currently listed on the
Register of the National Estate are:
•

River Torrens, whole of river including adjacent land

•

Cromer Conservation Park, Birdwood

•

Birdwood Mill, Shannon Street, Birdwood, (BD43).

•

Torrens Gorge- Gorge Road Cutting and Outcrops, Castambul

•

Cudlee Creek Conservation Park, Cudlee Creek

•

Roads Bridge, Torrens Gorge Road, Cudlee Creek, (CK08)

•

Police Station and Court House, Hundred ofTalunga, Gumeracha, (GU33)

•

Gumeracha Courthouse and Police Station, Albert Street, Gumeracha,
(GU38)

•

Homestead and Outbuildings, Kenton Park, Mannum Road, Gumeracha,
(GU42).

•

Homestead, 'Ludlow House', Cudlee Creek Road, Gumeracha, (GU43).

•

Roachdale Sanctuary, Kersbrook

•

Warren Conservation Park, Williamstown
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4.

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS
4.1

State Heritage Places
The following places are nominated for entry in the State Heritage Register
based on the criteria contained in the Heritage Act 1993 :
•

'Oliventhal Cottage', Lot E Olivedale Street, Birdwood, (BD25).

•

House, Lower Hermitage Road, Lower Hermitage, (LH02).

•

'Glen Ewin' Complex, Lower Hermitage Road, Lower Hermitage, (LHIO).

•

'Primrose Cottage', 25 Spring Street, Kersbrook, (KB14).

•

Salem Baptist Church, Victoria Street, Gumeracha, (GU19).

•

Shop and House, Townsend Street, Mount Torrens, (MT12).

These places are located on Figure 5.2.
Section 5 of this report provides a detailed assessment and collation of
existing and recommended State Heritage Places.
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4.2

State Heritage Areas
The significance of a State Heritage Area rests on its exceptional qualities
which constitute a continuous and unified area comprised for the most part
of significant fabric, relatively free from unsympathetic intrusions.
As a result of the Heritage Survey of the District Council of Gumeracha,
this report nominates the following area as a State Heritage Area:
•

Mount Torrens State Heritage Area

[Refer to section 6 for the extent of the proposed area]
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4.3

Local Heritage Places
The following places are considered of local heritage value to the
community ofthe Gumeracha district and are accordingly recommended for
entry in a local heritage register for protection under Council's
Development Plan:

Birdwood
BD01

Homestead, 'Jerilderie'

Tathjen Road, Birdwood

BD06

House and Outbuildings

Mueller Road, Birdwood

BD08

Farm Ruins

Mueller Road, Birdwood

BD09

'Ivyhook Cottage'

Mannum Road, Birdwood

BD12

Former Shop & House

Church Street, Birdwood

BD13

House

Church Street, Birdwood

BD14

Shop

Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD15

House

33 Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD16

Former Primary School

Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD17

Former Shop & House

Cromer Road/Shannon Street,
Birdwood

BD18

Birdwood Primary School (former

Shannon Street, Birdwood

'Pflaum House')
BD19

Mill Manager's House

Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD20

Former House

Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD21

Former Butter Factory ('Merivah')

Cromer Road, Birdwood

BD22

Former 'Theo Pflaum' House

Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD23

Birdwood Post Office

Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD24

Birdwood Institute

Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD26

Cottage

Lot G 01ivedale Street, Birdwood

BD27

Former Railway Employee's House

54 Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD28

Former Railway Employee's House

56 Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD29

House, 'Aberfoyle'

52 Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD30

Cottage

10 Talunga Street, Birdwood

BD31

Cottage

12 Talunga Street, Birdwood

BD32

Cottage

14 Talunga Street, Birdwood

BD33

Cottage

16 Talunga Street, Birdwood

BD34

'Rose Cottage'

18 Talunga Street, Birdwood

BD35

Former Bismark Hotel

27 Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD36

Former Blacksmith's Shop

William Street, Birdwood

BD37

St. Matthews Catholic Church

Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD38

Blumberg Hotel

Shannon Street, Birdwood
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Birdwood (cont.)
BD39

Shop &House

Cromer Road/Olivedale Street,
Birdwood

BD40

Fonner Maerschell's Garage

Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD41

former Pflaum Shop & Store Room

Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD42

Lutheran Church & Cemetery Complex

Church Street, Birdwood

BD44

Cottage

Olivedale Street, Birdwood

BD45

House, 'St Albans'

Pool Street, Birdwood

BD46

Cottage

Olivedale Street, Birdwood

BD48

Fonner Saddler's Shop & Residence

Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD49

House

Shannon Street, Birdwood

Cudlee Creek
CKOl

Millbrook Primary School

Sunninghill Road, Cudlee Creek

CK02

Fonner Cold Store Manager's

Gould Place, Cudlee Creek

Residence
CK03

Fonner Cold Store Employee's

Gould Place, Cudlee Creek

Residence
CK05

Fonner Cold Store Employee's

Gould Place, Cudlee Creek

Residence
CK06

Cudlee Creek Uniting Church

Gould Place, Cudlee Creek

CK08

Road's Bridge

Gorge Road, Cudlee Creek

Forreston
FNOl

Fonner Forreston Post Office

Main Road, Forreston

FN02

Cottage

Lot 50 Jamieson Road, Forreston

FN03

House

Lot 29 Jamieson Road, Forreston

FN04

House

Jamieson Road, Forreston

FN05

'Crooks Cottage'

Agnes Street, Forreston

FN06

Fonner Eglington Store, Post Office

Main Road, Forreston

and House
FN07

Fonner 'Forrest House'

Main Road, Forreston

FN08

'Cellar Bridge'

Jamieson Street, Forreston

FN09

Homestead, 'Lansdowne'

Williamstown Road, Forreston

FNlO

Homestead and Outbuildings,

Quinns Road, Forreston

'Tollcross'
FNll

Homestead, 'Masula Park'

Forrest Road, Forreston
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Gumeracha
GUOI

'Winton Cottage'

Winton Road, Gumeracha

GU02

Former Kenton Arms Hotel

8 Victoria Street, Gumeracha

GU03

Gumeracha Uniting Church

Wellington Street, Gumeracha

GU12

Gumeracha Primary School

Albert Street, Gumeracha

GU14

Former Methodist Manse

7 Wellington Street, Gumeracha

GU18

Baptist Church Manse

28 Victoria Street, Gumeracha

GU20

'Clarke House'

Gumeracha-Cudlee Creek Road,
Gumeracha

GU22

Gumeracha Institute

Albert Street, Gumeracha

GU28

Store

Albert Street, Gumeracha

GU29

Gumeracha Bridge

Cudlee Creek-Gumeracha Road,
Gumeracha

GU30

Gumeracha Weir

Cudlee Creek-Gumeracha Road,
Gumeracha

GU31

Mileage Post

Forreston Road, Gumeracha

GU32

ANZ Bank and House

Albert Street, Gumeracha

GU33

Former Police Station and Court House

Lobethal Road, Gumeracha

GU34

Former Randell's Mill

Lobethal Road, Gumeracha

GU35

Gumeracha Post Office

Albert Street, Gumeracha

GU36

Former General Store

Albert Street, Gumeracha

GU37

House

Albert Street, Gumeracha

GU38

Gumeracha Police Station and Court

Albert Street, Gumeracha

House
GU39

Mill Manager's House

Victoria Street, Gumeracha

GU50

Cottage

Beavis Court, Gumeracha

Houghton
HNOI

House

Lower North East Road, Houghton

HN02

Former Shop and House

2 William Street, Houghton

HN08

'Robenia Cottage'

Horn Street, Houghton

HN09

'Pine Lodge'

Black Hill Road, Houghton

HNIO

'Bristol House'

Houghton Hollow Road, Houghton

HNll

Houghton Primary School

Lower North East Road, Houghton

HN12

Former Methodist Church

Horn Street, Houghton

HN13

Houghton Uniting Church and Former

Horn Street, Houghton

School
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Lower Hermitage, Paracombe, Inglewood
LH03

Paracombe Cold Store

Paracombe Road, Paracombe

LH05

Bam

Main Road, Inglewood

LH08

House

Millbrook Road, Inglewood

Kenton Valley
KVO 1

Primitive Methodist Church Ruin

Berry Hill Road, Kenton Valley

KV02

House

Nertherhill Road, Kenton Valley

KV03

House, 'Netherhill'

Nertherhill Road, Kenton Valley

KV04

Former Aenon Chapel

Lobethal Road, Kenton Valley

KV05

Homestead, 'Hatchlands'

Hatchlands Road, Kenton Valley

Kersbrook
KB02

Homestead, 'Puddleduck Farm'

Deloraine Road, Kersbrook

KB03

Homestead and Outbuilding,

Little Para Road, Kersbrook

'Willommurra'
KB09

Kersbrook Church of Christ

Scott Street, Kersbrook

KBlO

'Bowden's Bam'

Little Para Road, Kersbrook

KBll

Former Wheatsheaf Inn

Scott Street, Kersbrook

KB12

Kersbrook Institute

Scott Street, Kersbrook

KB13

Soldiers Memorial Oval and Gates

Scott Street, Kersbrook

KB15

Kersbrook Primary School and House

Bowden Street, Kersbrook

KB18

Cottage

Emma Street, Kersbrook

Mount Torrens
MTOl

House, 'Millerways'

Springhead Road, Mount Torrens

MT02

Former Blacksmith's House and Shop

Springhead Road, Mount Torrens

MT03

House

Springhead Road, Mount Torrens

MT04

'Cherryplum Cottage'

Springhead Road, Mount Torrens

MT05

'Royston Cottage'

Springhead Road, Mount Torrens

MT06

Former Shop and House

Springhead Road, Mount Torrens

MT07

Mount Torrens Hotel

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens

MT08

Shop and House

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens

MT09

Former Wheelright's Shop and House

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens

MTlO

Sumner's Bakery

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens

MTll

House

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens

MT13

House, 'Sancreed' (Former Post

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens

Office)
MT14

Coach House

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens

MT15

'Townsend House'

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens
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Mount Torrens (cont.)
MT16

Former Flour Mill

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens

MT17

'Marlow Cottage'

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens

MT19

'Cambridge House'

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens

MT22

Former Wine Store and Tavern

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens

MT25

Mount Torrens Uniting Church

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens

MT27

Warehouse

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens

MT29

Bridge

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens

MT30

Former Cobbler's Store

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens

MT3 1

Former Carpenter's Shop

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens

MT32

House, 'Palm Villa'

Springhead Road, Mount Torrens

MT35

St George's Anglican Church

Tuck Street, Mount Torrens

MT36

Former Methodist Manse

Tuck Street, Mount Torrens

MT37

Former 'James Dunn' House

Oval Road, Mount Torrens

MT38

'Barton Springs' Ruins

Tuck Street, Mount Torrens

MT39

House

Herrmanns Boundary Road,
Mount Sinai

MT40

House

Tungkillo Road, Mount Sinai
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4.4

Historic Conservation Zones
As a result of this Heritage Survey the following Historic Conservation
Zones are nominated:
•
•
•

4.5

Houghton Historic Conservation Zone
Birdwood Historic Conservation Zone
Gumeracha Historic Conservation Zone

Survey Inventory
Section 9 of this report presents a summary of all of the items surveyed as
part of this study including those assessed but not put forward as being
worthy of either State or local heritage listing.
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5.

STATE HERITAGE PLACES
A place may be entered in the State Heritage Register if it meets the criteria for
registration under the Heritage Act 1993. A place may be of heritage value if:
a)

it demonstrates important aspects of the evolution or pattern of the State's
history;

b)

it has rare, uncommon or endangered qualities that are of cultural
significance;

c)

it may yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the
State's history, including its natural history;

d)

it is an outstanding representative of a particular class of places of cultural
significance;

e)

it demonstrates a high degree of creative, aesthetic or technical
accomplishment or is an outstanding representative of particular
construction techniques or design characteristics;

f)

it has strong cultural or spiritual associations for the community or a group
within it; or

g)

it has a special association with the life or work of a person or organisation
or an event of historical importance.

5.1

State Heritage Places: Existing
Places which are currently included in the State Heritage Register are:
•

Birdwood Mill (Former Grainstore), Shannon Street, Birdwood,
(BD43).

•

'Ludlow House', Cudlee Creek Road, Gumeracha, (GU43).

•

Mill Cottages, Lobethal Road, Gumeracha, (GU41).

•

'Kenton Park', Mannum Road, Gumeracha, (GU42).

•

Ring of Oaks, Cnr Victoria and John Fisher Avenues, Gumeracha,
(GU40).

•

Inglewood Inn, Main North East Road, Inglewood, (LH09).

•

Mount Torrens Gold Battery, Mount Torrens, (MT43).

Descriptions and histories for these places follow. Figure 5.2 locates these
places.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD43

Site Description:

Birdwood Mill (Former Grainstore)
Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural The mill building is substantially that built by the Pflaums in 1888 . There are two major
sections, both with symmetrical facades. The older portion has dressed stone voussoirs and
the later section has brick quoins. Windows in the older section are timber casement, with
stone in the newer section. However most windows of the newer section are twelve pane
sash type. Both window openings are of random bluestone, as is the prominent chimney.
Historical Originally built in 1854 by Johann Gottlob Blumel, one of Blumberg's most prominent
early residents, the flour mill was associated with the early development of the town in the
1850s and 1860s.

In the mid 1860s the Randell family of Gumeracha acquired the flour mill. William Beavis
Randall's son, Samuel managed the mill until 1868 when closure was forced as a result of
declining demand. Only a year previously, in February 1867 a disastrous fire destroyed
most of the mill. It was rebuilt.
The flour mill was not used during the period of 1868 to the early 1870s. It was then leased
by the Pflaum brothers to power the wattle bark mill which they constructed on site. They
appear to have restarted the milling of flour and in 1887 invested a substantial amount of
money to rebuild the old steam mill as a modem four-storey roller mill, using the most upto-date techniques available at the time for producing high quality flour. The mill became
known as the Peerless Roller Mill and was in continuous operation until the middle of this
century.
Alongside the new flour mill, the bark mill continued grinding wattle bark until well into
the 1920s. In addition, there was also a chaff mill in operation for some time. The former
Peerless Roller Mill is significant for its role as Blumberg's leading industry for almost
three-quarters of a century, providing a focus for much of the town's economic life during
this time. It is also important for its association with the Pflaum brothers and their families
who were the leading citizens of the town in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. In
addition, it is significant as an important country flour mill which continued in operation
well after many others had closed down due to competition from larger and more centrally
located concerns.
References - State Heritage Branch File No 6628-10517
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD43

Site Description:

Birdwood Mill (Former Grainstore)
Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Map sheet:

Onkaparinga 6628 - 2

AMG Reference:

3128 614.480

Description:

Two-storey stone mill

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certifiicate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

History Trust of South Australia
C/- Birdwood Mill Museum
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Heritage Status:

Register of the National Estate, Registered No. 007499
State Heritage Register, Registered No. 6628-10517
National Trust of South Australia, former Classified List.

Photographs:

Film No.

53
6587
Talunga
5112/42

so______________________________________________
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU40

Site Description:

Ring of Oaks
Cnr. John Fisher and Victoria Avenues
GUMERACHA SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Description A group of mature oak trees in a concentrated ring of a diameter of 5 to 6 metres.
Historical It is claimed that members of the Baptist congregation began settling in this region of the
hills in 1843. The first place of worship for the congregation were the outbuildings of
William Beavis Randell's 'Kenton Park' Homestead. At Randell's instigation, and using
funds and land donated by him, a Baptist church was constructed in 1846 and opened for
worship in February of that year.
The congregation continued without a permanent pastor for some time, but remained a
large group. As a result of a doctrinal difference, a split occurred within the congregation
with a number moving to Kenton Valley and establishing a church there.
The Salem Baptist Church continued to function and was extended initially in 1862. It is
claimed that it is the oldest Baptist place of worship in continuing use in South Australia.
The Ring of Oaks is closely associated with the Salem Baptist Church. A circle of
fourteen oak trees was planted surrounding a natural spring. The spring apparently filled a
pool over 3 metres in diameter and over half a metre deep than ran with clear water. It was
used as a baptismal font for the Salem Baptist Church allowing full immersion for the
congregation member. The spring font was walled with sets of steps at the opposite points.

An earthquake in 1899 is reputed to be the cause of the spring's cessation and it was later
filled to provide a surface for tea meetings.
The Ring of Oaks is significant in being a rare item and one with a considerable amount of
associated history.
References State Heritage Branch File No. 12747
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU40

Site Description:

Ring of Oaks
Cnr. John Fisher and Victoria Avenues
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Location:

Cnr. John Fisher and Victoria Avenues
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Mapsheet:

Onkaparinga 6628 - 2

AMG Reference:

3068 614.370

Description:

Fourteen Mature Oak Trees

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

District Council of Gumeracha
P.O. Box 1
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Heritage Status:

State Heritage Register, Registered No. 12747

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

18
6058
Talunga
5095/8722

C02
35, 36
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU41

Site Description:

Mill Cottages
Lobethal Road
GUMERACHA SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Six double fronted attached cottages constructed of random bluestone with red brick quoins
and surrounds to windows. The windows are multi-paned timber casements, but some
have been altered. The cottages have a gabled roof that is reputedly clad with corrugated
iron, covering timber shingles. There is no evidence that the cottages ever had verandahs.
Historical In early nineteenth century England, George Fife Angas was a frequent visitor to the home
of William Beavis Randell near Exeter, and convinced the family of the viability of the
South Australian Company of which Angas became Chairman in 1836.
Representing the Company, Randell arrived at Glenelg on the ship "Hartley" on 27 October
1837, with his wife and seven children. Two other children were to be born in South
Australia.
In South Australia, Randell was placed in charge of the South Australian Company's
agricultural, stock and dairy operations, as well as selecting new land for the Company's
enterprises. When inspecting land at the "Source of the Torrens", Randell chose a section
for himself and submitted his application to the Lands Grants Board along with that of the
Company. This land, at what was to become Gumeracha, was surveyed in 1841-42 and
966 acres were granted to him. Randell had gained control of the majority of land in the
district and consequently the family history is interwoven with the early history of
Gumeracha, the anglicised version of "Umeracha", the Aboriginal name for the perpetual
waterhole near the site of the township.
On 29 September 1844, Randell resigned from the South Australian Company and devoted
himself to Gumeracha and its local development. His property, 'Kenton Park, was named
after Kenton in Devon, which was his wife's home village where Wiilliam and Mary Ann
had been married in April 1823. In 1846, the main barn and shed were constructed at
'Kenton Park', followed by the two storey residence and other buildings. Several acres of
English trees were planted and pheasants were introduced to the extensive grounds.
Randell's activities were diversified and in 1849 he built a flour mill, solidly constructed of
bluestone. The mill was managed by his son John and featured an engine with large
flywheel and shaft which turned a number of cogged wheels constructed from timber.
There were extensive stables for horses and stores for the wheat.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU41

Site Description:

Mill Cottages
Lobethal Road
GUMERACHA SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The mill was a centre of local activity and employment for many years before being
converted to a butter factory in 1883.
A row of six bluestone cottages was built to house the employees within easy walking
distance along Kenton Creek to the east. The cottages were constructed, like the mill, of
locally quarried bluestone. Red brick quoins and chimneys were used and the row was
roofed with timber shingles. The row cottage was an economical method of building with
the common party walls and roof considerably reducing the costs.
The title of the cottages transferred to the Gumeracha Co-operative Butter, Cheese and
Produce Society Limited in 1905 and Friedrich Wilhelm Dohnt, a butter and cheese maker,
in 1906. The Dohnt family held the major interest in the cottages until 1973 . When
acquired by the present owner in August 1975 the property was neglected and in a
dilapidated state. Restoration has been gradually undertaken by the owner's daughter and
family who reside at the cottages.
References National Trust of South Australia, former Recorded List No. 3123.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU41

Site Description:

Mill Cottages
Lobethal Road
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Location:

Lobetha1 Road
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Mapsheet:

Onkaparinga 6628 - 2

AMG Reference:

3071 614.440

Description:

Six Attached Stone Cottages

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

G.S. & C.M. Smyth
P.O. Box 88
LOBETHAL SA 5241

Heritage Status:

State Heritage Register, Registered- No. 1176
National Trust of South Australia, former Recorded List
No.3123

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

A&B
6648
Talunga
4059/450

C02
9-12
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU42

Site Description:

Homestead and Outbuilding, 'Kenton Park'
MannumRoad
GUMERACHA SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural -

Large two storey house constructed of random stonework with cut stone quoins on a
sloping site. Hipped corrugated galvanised iron roof. Verandahs encircle the house. The
facade wall verandah includes a balcony. The openings are generally symmetrically
arranged. The upper floor windows are multi-paned with lancet shaped arched heads. The
lower floor windows have flat arched heads, and are also multi-paned. The barn is a large
gable ended building also of random stonework, but with Classically derived arched
operungs.
Historical -

'Kenton Park' was the home of William Beavis Randell and his family, a Baptist miller
from Kenton in Devon, who came to South Australia in October 1837, at the invitation of
George Fife Angas . Randell lived in Adelaide for four years and during this time (183841) was actively involved in the establishment of the Baptist Church in South Australia,
becoming one of its first two deacons in 1838.
In 1841-2, Randell selected land for the South Australian Company at the 'Sources of the
Torrens', and while doing so applied for land for his own property. After the land was
surveyed, 966 acres, known as 'Randell's Estate', was granted and in 1843, Randell and his
family moved to the Gumeracha district. Randell remained in the employ of the South
Australian Company until either September 1844, or December 1845 (there is some
confusion about the date) and then resigned.
The new Baptist congregation at Gumeracha had been established by Randell and other
officers of the South Australian Company. Meetings were at first held in Randell's barn at
his 'Kenton Park' property, and then in the kitchen of his house. After the kitchen proved to
be too small to contain the congregation, Randell donated land and fifty pounds for the
building of a church, which was opened in February 1846. As the Randell home was used
for church services before the completion of the chapel in February 1846, the construction
of'Kenton Park' house must therefore date between the years 1843 and 1846.
WB Randell's other activities in the township of Gumeracha included the building of the
first flour mill which was managed by his son John, and the donating of land for the site of
the Institute Building. He succeeded in developing 'Kenton Park' estate along English lines .
WB Randell died in 1876, and his son, Captain William Richard Randell came to live at
'Kenton Park' until his death in 1911.
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Survey Place No:

GU42

Site Description:

Homestead and Outbuilding, 'Kenton Park'
MannumRoad
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Captain Randell was the first man to sail a steam boat on the River Murray in March,
185 3. After working on his father's property and in the Gumeracha Flour Mill, he built the
"Mary Ann" with the help of his brothers, and then carted the boat to Mannum, where,
following a successful trial run, he made a journey of three weeks on the River Murray.
Captain Randall was elected to State Parliament as a member for the district of Gumeracha
in 1883 and held this position until1889.
'Kenton Park' has been associated with two prominent men who have both played roles of
historical significance in South Australia's development. WB Randell was instrumental in
opening up the Gumeracha district to settlement and played a major role in the township's
establishment, being responsible for the building of the Baptist Church, flour mill and
Institute. He is also associated with the beginnings of the Baptist Church in both Adelaide
and Gumeracha, and in addition, with the early years operation of the South Australian
Company in the district, in which he played a crucial part. WR Randell attained his
distinction as one ofthe first explorers of the Murray. It is noteworthy that 'Kenton Park'
remains in the Randell family today, and thus has a history of continuous ownership by the
original family.
This homestead is important because of its close connection with the early history of
Gumeracha and district through its first owner, William Beavis Randell, and in general, by
its association with the Randell family who continued to play a prominent role in the area.
References Jim Faull & Gordon Young, People. Places and Buildings. Rural Settlements in the
Adelaide Hills South Australia, 1986, pp. 18-20.
State Heritage Branch, File No 10514.
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Survey Place No:

GU42

Site Description:

Homestead and Outbuilding, 'Kenton Park'
Mannum Road
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Location:

Mannum Road
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Map sheet:

Onkaparinga 6628- 2

AMG Reference:

3072 614.470

Description:

Stone House and Farm Outbuilding

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

6046
Talunga
2333/99

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Mr. I.E. Randell
P.O. Box 8
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Heritage Status:

State Heritage Register, Registered No. 10514

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

From State Heritage Branch file
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Survey Place No:

GU43

Site Description:

Homestead, 'Ludlow House'
Cudlee Creek Road,
GUMERACHA SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Large two storey house constructed of random stonework with quoins on a gently sloping
site. Hipped corrugated galvanised iron roof with vented gables. Verandahs encircle the
house. The openings are generally symmetrically arranged with the lower floor windows
having flat arched heads.
This building is important because it is an early example of a well built and architecturally
designed country residence. It is a rare example of tangible evidence of the South
Australian Company's operations, and endeavours to set and maintain high architectural
standards.
Historical 'Ludlow House', "was started in 1840 by the South Australian Company under the
supervision of their architect, William Prescott", but, ... "Prescott's men were still working
at the house in April, 1841 ". Thus, 'Ludlow House' or 'Timnath' as it was called then after
the locality in which it was situated (the township of Gumeracha did not exist) was built
over the period (mid) 1840 - (mid) 1841. It functioned as the "head station" of the SA
Company's sheep properties in the Timnath area and also as the family home of the
Company's first station manager, Samuel Reeves. The Reeves family occupied 'Timnath'
until the end of September 1845, when Samuel's contract with the SA Company expired
and was not renewed. "The Manager of the Cattle Section, W.B. (William Beavis) Randell
(of Kenton Park homestead) was appointed to manage the Sheep Section as well, but he
resigned from the Company in December, 1845".
'Ludlow House' was retained by the SA Company until late 1850 when it removed all its
sheep from stations on Special Surveys to Mount Barker due to these areas being
unprofitable. "Ludlow House, Timnath, Gumeracha" was then leased to Messrs. Thomas
and Henry Joyce who were mixed farmers. The house was advertised as a "commodious
dwelling house, containing eleven apartments, and a large garden of fruit trees in full
bearing, with stable, stockyards etc ... " The Joyce family worked the farm until 1892,
"when Messrs . Fred Symonds and Frank Coad in partnership conducted a large dairy. In
1908, when several of the SA Company's farms were sold by auction, 'Ludlow' was
purchased by Mr WJ Hannaford, of Mt. Bera". The house remained in the Hannaford
Family until 1981. 'Timnath' was apparently renamed 'Ludlow House' by William Giles
who took over as manager of the SA Company from David McLaren in 1841 . He spent
the summer of 1841-1842 at 'Timnath' so that his family could escape the heat in a cooler
climate, and evidently gave the name 'Ludlow' to the house in memory of the late Earl
Ludlow whose estate had repaid a debt of £1,000 owed to his own late father.
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Survey Place No:

GU43

Site Description:

Homestead, 'Ludlow House'
Cuddle Creek Road,
GUMERACHA SA 5233

'Ludlow House' is connected with the first expansionary period of the SA Company, in
which newly surveyed country was taken up for pasturing and general agricultural
development. The house was the focus of the Company's operations in the Gumeracha
area until 185 0 and was also associated with the first period of European settlement in the
district.
References:

State Heritage Branch File No.l0515.
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Survey Place No:

GU43

Site Description:

Homestead, 'Ludlow House'
Cudlee Creek Road
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Location:

Cudlee Creek Road
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Mapsheet:

Onkaparinga 6628 - 2

AMG Reference:

3041 614.330

Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Mr & Mrs G J & J M Clark
Ludlow House
C/- PO Gumeracha SA 5233

Heritage Status:

State Heritage Register, Registered No 10515
National Trust of South Australia, former Classified List
No. 1918
Register of the National Estate, Registered No 007496

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

12
6069 & 6070
Talunga
39671175

From the State Heritage Branch File
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Survey Place No:

LH09

Site Description:

Inglewood Inn
Main North East Road
INGLEWOOD SA 5133

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural The front facade of this building is constructed of coursed dressed sandstone, with other
walls of random rubble stonework. The doors and multi-paned casement windows on the
facade of the building are symmetrically placed. Recent alterations have compromised the
integrity of the building.

Historical The Inglewood Inn was built in 1857 by Mr Firman Deacon, a publican of Franklin Street,
Adelaide, who had purchased 5 acres of land, ".... close to Gallop's Bridge where Black
Hill Road from Houghton and Adelaide met the main North Eastern Road via Tea Tree
Gully". At this time, the township of Inglewood did not yet exist and when building of
Deacon's Inn was underway he decided on a most unusual means of naming his new tavern.
Evidently, Deacon offered the men building the inn five gallons of beer if they could find a
suitable name and one of them finally suggested Inglewood (after the Inglewood in
Cumberland, England).
Thus the small township of Inglewood (which was not listed as a postal town until 1869)
appears to have taken its name from the inn which was the focus of the settlement. The inn
received its trading license in September 1858, and the licensee was John Randell, who
rented the hotel from Deacon in the years 1858-60 and 1862. Its main function was as a
stopping place for travellers on the road to Gurneracha.
Even in 1954, the population of Inglewood was still only 110, but Inglewood had retained
its "historic inn" license enabling it to trade seven days a week. The main importance of
the inn lay in its positioning on the new North Eastern Road, whose route had been
officially gazetted in November 1854. The route bypassed the village of Houghton and
hence the 'Travellers' Rest' Inn which had been established since 1842. Therefore, a new
stopping-place was required and Firman Deacon recognised the opportunity to build an inn
to cater for the traffic on the new road.

References State Heritage Branch File No 10513 .
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Survey Place No:

LH09

Site Description:

Inglewood Inn
Main North East Road
INGLEWOOD SA 5133

Location:

Main North East Road
INGLEWOOD SA 5133

Mapsheet:

Onkaparinga 6628 - 2

AMG Reference:

2961 614.420

Description:

Stone Hotel

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

5513
Yatala
4159/991

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Brown Taylor Investments
Cl - Inglewood Inn
INGLEWOOD SA 5133

Heritage Status:

State Heritage Register, Registered No 10513

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

COl
22
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Survey Place No:

MT43

Site Description:

Mount Torrens Gold Battery Site
Birdwood Road
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural -

The man made elements are scattered, complex and dominate the site's natural attributes .
Visible evidence of changes to basic land forms can be seen in the encroachment of the
slimes produced by the extraction process to the creek-bed margin.
Historical -

The gold battery and associated cyanide treatment works is of interest as the first
government owned gold battery run to encourage gold mining. Established in 1893 by a
private mining company, it was brought by the State Government the following year.
Activity intensified during times of depression, and the present gold battery was built with
the aid of Commonwealth funding in 1935. Mount Torrens is one of five State-owned gold
batteries operated within South Australia. Its location reflects the frequency of gold
mining ventures in the area.
References -

State Heritage Branch File No. 13288.
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Survey Place No:

MT43

Site Description:

Mount Torrens Gold Battery Site
Birdwood Road
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Location:

Birdwood Road
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Mapsheet:

Onkaparinga 6628 - 2

AMG Reference:

3140 614.170

Description:

Disused Mining Operation

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificates of Title

6537
Talunga
2997/48, 3887/17,
808/105, 1095/163

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Tarcoola Gold Ltd
PO Box 2010
KENT TOWN SA 5067

Heritage Status:

State Heritage Register: Registered No 13288

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

From State Heritage Branch file
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5.2

State Heritage Places: Recommendations

If a place meets one or more of the criteria for registration under the
Heritage Act 1993 (as outlined at the beginning ofthis Section) it may be
eligible for inclusion in the State Heritage Register.
As a result of this study, and based on the above criteria, this report
recommend the following places for entry in the State Heritage Register:
•

'Oliventhal Cottage', Lot E Olivedale Street, Birdwood, (BD25).

•

Salem Baptist Church, Victoria Street, Gumeracha, (GU19).

•

House, Lower Hermitage Road, Lower Hermitage, (LH02).

•

'Glen Ewin' Complex, Lower Hermitage Road, Lower Hermitage, (LHI 0)

•

'Primrose Cottage', 25 Spring Street, Kersbrook, (KB14).

•

Shop and House, Townsend Street, Mount Torrens, (MT12).

Fig 5.2 locates these places. Assessment Reports for these places also
follow.
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Survey Place No:

BD25

Site Description:

'Oliventhal Cottage'
Lot E, Olivedale Road
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

DESCRIPTION:
Simple, half-timbered, gable-ended building constructed of timber frame with wattle and
daub infi1l panels. The original two-roomed cottage has since been extended on two sides
by additions, but the framework to the original portion is still clearly visible. There are six
paned timber casement windows in the original two-roomed section and a substantial
chimney of brick construction. The roof pitch is steep and clad with corrugated galvanised
iron.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The house, 'Oliventhal Cottage' in Birdwood is of State heritage value as it is an important
example of fachwerk or half timbering, a vernacular German construction technique
associated with settlement and creation of the township of Oliventhal, close to Birdwood in
the 1850s. The house illustrates the particular cultural origins, building traditions and
lives of the early European settlers in the Birdwood area.
Relevant Criteria:

1.

Demonstrates important aspects of the pattern of past events, ie German settlement
in parts of South Australia, in this case the semi-rural German township of
Oliventhal, created in the late 1850s, close to Birdwood.

2.

Demonstrates rare and uncommon qualities which are of cultural value in that it is an
excellent example of fachwerk or half timbering, a vernacular German construction
technique, of which comparatively few were ever built in South Australia and fewer
remam.

4.

Good representative of a broader class of places of cultural value in that it represents
the particular cultural origins, building traditions and lives of the early European
settlers in the Birdwood area.

Recommendation:

It is recommended that this place be entered in the State Heritage Register.
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Survey Place No:

BD25

Site Description:

'Oliventhal Cottage'
Lot E, Olivedale Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Criterion 1- Demonstrates Important Aspects of the Pattern of Past Events:
The house at Olivedale Street, Birdwood, is significant in the fact that it is an example of
traditional German vernacular house building construction. It demonstrates the early
history of German settlement in the Birdwood area.
The nineteenth century saw four nodes of settlement in the immediate vicinity of the current
township of Birdwood. The first settlement occurred in January 1848, on land bordering
the Birdwood to Williamstown road. The pattern of settlement evident in the Birdwood
area was much more scattered than that exhibited in the other German settlements in South
Australia, the settlers holding typically 20 to 30 acres of land leased from the South
Australian Company. The immigrants were part of a new wave of German people to South
Australia, prompted to move from their homelands as a result of changing political and
economic circumstances. Within a short time, this scattered settlement in the vicinity of
Birdwood had built a Lutheran Church and a store.
The second node of settlement occurred around an inn, called the Travellers' Inn, built
between 1853-5, but now demolished. The Inn and a store built opposite were collectively
known as Francis. The third settlement was focussed around a flour mill (a predecessor of
the present Birdwood Mill) built by Gottlob Bluemel, prior to 1854. A wheelwright and
blacksmith's shop were established close to this mill, and later a hotel.
The fourth node of settlement was a place known as Oliventhal, a semi-rural hufen-style of
settlement which was developed on land sold by George Fife Angas in 1857. Oliventhal
was created by Angas' sale of section 6594 to two German farmers in December 1857.
The farmers subdivided the land and sold approximately four acre parcels to fellow
German settlers, the sales commencing in 1858. Oliventhal was the only settlement that
had land parcels of this size, allowing for the construction of a house and land left over for
small scale farming.
Lot E of section 6594 was sold by Johann Gottlieb Lindner to Carl Gottlieb Heinrich Klose
on 28 May 1858. It is assumed that Klose built or commissioned the construction of the
buildings on the allotment in the ensuing years. He retained the ownership of allotment E
and D (a very small parcel) until his death in 1905. It was then transferred to Gottlob
Theodor Klose, of Oliventhal, a labourer, and he owned it until his death in 1931. It
passed then to Howard Raymond Klose who owned it until 1950 when it passed from the
family. It would appear that it was operated as a poultry farm during the 1950s.
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Survey Place No:

BD25

Site Description:

'Oliventhal Cottage'
Lot E, Olivedale Street
BIRDWOOD

Little is known about C.G.H. Klose save that he was born in Schoenan, Schlesien,
Germany in 1830, and arrived in South Australia in 1855 . When he died in 1905, the
Observer newspaper described him as being one of the oldest and most respected citizens
of Blumberg.
Oliventhal remained a semi-rural residential suburb of Birdwood, but it was an important
settlement in the area. In the early 1870s, it had 77 people living in it, in 18 houses. By
1901, the village had 120 residents and 25 houses. Oliventhal's name was changed to
Olivedale as a result of the First World War, suggesting a separate identity to its larger
neighbour, Birdwood. Eventually, the two townships merged as development filled the
distance between them and the name of Oliventhal was lost.

Criterion 2- Demonstrates Rare and Uncommon Qualities:
The house on allotment E is a rare and now uncommon example of a German construction
technique known as fachwerk or half timbering. Briefly, the building is framed by heavy
timbers (which are mortice and tenoned and pegged together) and the spaces in between
filled with wattle and daub, a mud mixture or bricks . The exterior and interior were often
coated with whitewash and the house roofed, initially with thatch or straw.
This house is a typical example of that construction technique, employing a timber frame
and a mud mixture for infill. It was originally a two roomed house with an external
masonry chimney at the rear. Several later additions have occurred, commencing with a
one roomed external kitchen. It was later linked to the rest of the house by additional rooms
that now cover the rear and south western walls of the building.
The house has been well cared for and recent conservation work has included re-daubing
the facade with traditional materials using traditional techniques.

Criterion 4- Good Representative of a Broader Class of Places:
The house is an excellent example of this type of construction, of which comparatively few
were ever built and fewer remain. It represents the cultural origins, building traditions and
lives of the early European settlers in the Birdwood area.
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Survey Place No:

BD25

Site Description:

'Oliventhal Cottage'
Lot E, Olivedale Street
BIRDWOOD

References:
G. Young, A.. Aeuckens and A. Green, Birdwood - Old Blumberg, South Australian
Centre for Settlement Studies, SA. 1984.
Lands Title Office, Certificates of Title searches.
Death notice ofC.G.H. Klose, The Observer, 26 August 1905, p. 24.
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Survey Place No:

BD25

Site Description:

'Oliventhal Cottage'
Lot E, Olivedale Road
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

Lot E, Olivedale Road
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Map sheet:

Onkaparinga 6628 - 2

AMG Reference:

3142 614.540

Description:

Half Timber Cottage (with later additions)

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate ofTitle

8
6594
Talunga
4336/542

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

M. F. & R. J. Weeks
P .O. Box 393
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

13
27
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Proposed State Heritage Place
'Oliventhal Cottage', Lot E Olivedale Street,
Gumeracha

15m

GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU 19

Site Description:

Salem Baptist Church
Victoria Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

DESCRIPTION:

A simple stone chapel with later extensions constructed in a somewhat grander style. It is
an architecturally simple example of Gothic Revival with a few decorative devices. The
interior has always been sparse and plain.
STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

The Salem Baptist Church at Gumeracha is of significance as it is the oldest building in
continuous use as a Baptist Church in South Australia and is one of the earliest buildings
to be constructed in the area. The Church has had a congregation associated with it since
1843. The building demonstrates the presence and lives of the first Europeans in the area
and the early development and growth of the congregation.
Relevant Criteria:

6. It has strong spiritual associations for the community, in that there have been Baptists
in Gumeracha since prior to 1846. The congregation that is associated with the Salem
Baptist Church has existed since 1843. In addition, the building is one of the earliest
buildings in the area and it demonstrates the presence and lives of the first Europeans.
4.

It is a good representative of a broader class of places of cultural value. This is a
particularly early Baptist Church and represents Baptist Churches across South
Australia. The building, with its series of extensions, makes clear the early
development, growth and strength of the locality's congregation.

7. It has a special association with an organisation important in the past, namely, the
Baptist Church of South Australia.
Recommendation:

It is recommended that this place be entered in the State Heritage Register.
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Survey Place No:

GU19

Site Description:

Salem Baptist Church
Victoria Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Criterion 6 - Strong Spiritual Associations for the Community:
Baptists lived in the area of Kenton Valley and Gumeracha from early in the history of the
settlement of the area. It is known that prior to 1846, gatherings were occurring in the
farm buildings at William Beavis Randell's property, 'Kenton Park'. Randell himself was a
staunch Baptist, and in 1845 he promised to donate the land and the funds needed for the
construction of a building for public worship . Part of Section 6058 owned by Randell was
selected as a suitable site.
A small gable-ended building, the front portion of the building visible today, was opened
for worship in early March 1846. However, it was not until 19 May 1850 that a properly
constituted Baptist Church was formed. At that time, there were 17 foundation members.
In the early years there was no Minister available and the majority of the services were
conducted by W.B. Randell.
The congregation had a troubled early history. A split developed in the theological beliefs
of the congregation and it caused some members to move away from this group and
establish their own church at Kenton Valley, a Baptist Church that was known as the
Aenon Chapel. In the late 1870s, the two congregations were reunited.
The congregation in Gumeracha remained strong. The Salem Baptist Church was received
into the membership ofthe South Australian Baptist Union on 15 September 1880. At that
stage there were 38 members, 55 Sunday School scholars, and nine teachers.
The church appears to have been the focal point of the Baptists in the area. Its
congregation in the early years was made up of people who lived all over the district,
particularly from Birdwood and Forreston, where there were larger numbers of Baptists.
Separate services were first held at Forreston in 1880, in one of the township's stores and
later, in 1901, a hall was opened in the township. Services were also conducted at
Birdwood in 1890 and at Prairie, near the Cudlee Creek Hall, at the same time. In 1911,
the Birdwood congregation decided to establish a separate church.
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Survey Place No:

GU 19

Site Description:

Salem Baptist Church
Victoria Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Close to Salem Church is the old Baptistry, a circle of fourteen oak trees that once
surrounded a baptismal font that had been created at the point where a natural spring
brought water to the surface. (This place is entered in the State Heritage Register). The
first baptismal service was conducted on 4 January 1854 although it is not recorded where.
Criterion 4- Good Representative of a Broader Class of Places:
In 1862, the original chapel constructed in 1846 was extended, a new wing being added at
the rear to accommodate a larger congregation. The new building was opened in December
1862. In 1879, the shingled roof of the church was covered with galvanised iron, the old
pulpit was removed and replaced with a platform and baptistery (1880). The vestry at the
rear of the church was built in 1883. The Manse near the church was constructed in the
early 1890s on land donated by the Randells. In the twentieth century, the church replaced
the acetylene gas they had been using for lighting with kerosene and later, in 1925, with
electric light. They purchased an organ in 1912 and its installation necessitated alterations
being made to the vestry. In 1953, the foundation stone of the new hall, located next to the
church was laid.
Architecturally, the Salem Baptist Church represents the early growth of the Baptist faith
in South Australia. The first building was a simple chapel, which is characteristic of all of
the early Church buildings of any congregation in South Australia. The later extensions to
this building added somewhat to the grandeur of the church, but it remained an
architecturally simple example of Gothic Revival with a few decorative devices. The
interior has always been sparse and plain. The Salem Church has nothing of the grandeur
of the Flinders Street Baptist Church (1863) or of the later classically-based designs (i.e.
former North Adelaide Baptist Church) associated with the Non-Conformist Churches.

Criterion 7 - Special Association With a Significant Organisation:
Members of the Baptist faith were amongst the earliest settlers of South Australia, the first
apparently arriving in February 1837. By the following year, there were sufficient
numbers of Baptists in South Australia to form a Church. By 1840, Baptists were
gathering for Sunday services in a building they had purchased on land leased in Hindley
Street. The congregation was always a very divided one, the principal disagreements
occurring over the questions of open or closed membership and open or closed communion.
As a result of these and other quarrels, the congregation split with each group disbanding
and reforming as their theological views shifted. As a result, tracking the early history of
the Church in South Australia is very difficult.
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Survey Place No:

GU 19

Site Description:

Salem Baptist Church
Victoria Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

WB Randell was a prominent member of the early Baptists in South Australia. He
believed in the principle of open membership and on moving to the Gumeracha region in
about 1843, established a congregation that worshipped initially in the buildings on his
property. Soon after, the congregation built the Salem Chapel. The congregation has the
honour of being the oldest place of worship in continuous use as a Baptist Church in South
Australia. At roughly the same time that the Gumeracha Church was being established,
other congregations were forming, although church buildings were not erected for several
years.
With the arrival of the Reverend Silas Mead and the subsequent construction of the
Flinders Street Baptist Church in 1863, a new era of union and harmony developed for
South Australian Baptists. Congregations grew in many country and suburban locations
and as a result many churches were built.
Also in 1863, the South Australian Baptist Union was formed, a body that drew together
all those who believed in and practised believers' baptisms. The church grew rapidly from
1863 onwards. At that time there were approximately 22 congregations with 650-700
members, housed in 14 churches, with two or more in the course of erection. The
Association of Union aided in establishing new churches, strengthening weak ones,
bringing ministers to the country, educating students for the ministry, and producing a
Baptist newspaper. In the ensuing years of the nineteenth century, the Baptists continued
to grow in South Australia.
The Salem Baptist Church and its congregation have always been prominent in the Baptist
faith in South Australia. Five members of the Salem Baptist Church have become
President of the South Australian Baptists Union. In March 1884, the Half Yearly
assembly of the South Australian Baptist Union was held at Salem Church. The
congregation published the Salem Messenger, a publication that ran for 22 years.
The Baptist Church in South Australia is a large organisation and in 1986 had 55 churches
in the Adelaide area. Whilst still unified on the principal of total immersion baptism of
adults and older children, the theologies of the various congregations range from strict
fundamentalism to modestly liberal views.
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Survey Place No:
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Site Description:

Salem Baptist Church
Victoria Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

References:
J.E. Monfries, A History ofGumeracha and District South Australia, 1839 -1939
Gillingham and Company Limited, Adelaide, 1939, p. 8 and p. 15.
Article prepared from notes written by J.B. Randell, "Historical Notes of the Gumeracha
(Salem) Baptist Church, 1836 - 1946", Torrens Valley Historical JournaL volume 8, June
1979, p. 8.
National Trust of South Australia, Register of Historic Buildings, File No. 577.
Paul Stark, Project Number 9, National Trust of South Australia, 1979.
Reverend H. Estcourt Hughes, Our First Hundred Years. The Baptist Church of South
Australia, South Australian Baptist Union, Adelaide, 1937.
Pamphlet entitled "Salem Baptist Church, Gumeracha", available from the Church.
John Whitehead, Adelaide City of Churches. A Jubilee 150 Survey, M .C. Publications,
Adelaide, 1986.
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Site Description:

Salem Baptist Church
Victoria Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Location:

Victoria Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Map sheet:

Onkaparinga 6628 - 2

AMG Reference:

3068 614.370

Description:

Stone Church

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

7A

6058
Talunga
2731157

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

The South Australian Baptist Union Inc.
134 The Parade
NORWOOD SA 5067
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Survey Place No:

LH02

Site Description:

House
Lower Hermitage Road
LOWER HERMITAGE
via Houghton SA 5131

DESCRIPTION:
A very simple, primative building of two rooms, but interestingly, the rooms each have an
external doorway but no interconnecting doorway. The building is constructed of mud and
limestone rubble walls which are framed at the comers by roughly finished tree trunks .
The doorways and small windows of the house have roughly-finished timber framing, the
windows having timber shutters.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The house at Lower Hermitage is of significance as it is an uncommon example of an early
and simple construction technique (mud and rubble walls) associated with the initial phase
of European settlement of the Gumeracha region.
Relevant Criteria:
2.

Demonstrates uncommon qualities which are of cultural value. A simple building,
which illustrates the lives and themes of early European settlement in the
Gumeracha region is now uncommonly found across South Australia.

Recommendation:
It is recommended that this place be entered in the State Heritage Register.
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Survey Place No:

LH02

Site Description:

House
Lower Hennitage Road
LOWER HERMITAGE
via Houghton SA 5131

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Criterion 2 - Demonstrates Rare and Uncommon Qualities:

The house at Lower Hennitage is an uncommon example of an early construction
technique associated with the initial phase of European settlement of the Gumeracha
reg10n.
Little is known about this particular building. Locals knowledge suggests that it was
constructed by the South Australian Company for use as shepherds' quarters whilst they
journeyed to and from Adelaide with their flocks of sheep. It is not clear why this story has
developed as the alternative suggests a different history. Ian Auhl, in his book on the Tea
Tree Gully Council area, suggest that it could have been built as the first house of the
Verrall family, early and present owners of the land on which the house is sited.
If the builder was William Verrall, then the construction date of the house can be placed
after 1855, the date when he bought the land. Verrall bought part of Section 5567 from
Mrs. Peachey, the daughter of Thomas Williams, the original owner of the property 'The
Hennitage', established in 1839. Williams is said to be the first European to make a home
in the South Australian countryside. He established a garden, vineyard, sheep and dairy
station at 'The Hennitage'. Williams' house at 'The Hennitage' was destroyed in a bushfire
in 1853 and this coupled with Williams' earlier bankruptcy forced the sale of the land.
Gradually the estate was sold off, and other farmers moved into the area. The names of
Upper and Lower Hennitage became commonly used.
The building is a very simple structure of two rooms, but interestingly, the rooms have no
connection to each other. Each has an external doorway but there is no interconnecting
doorway. The building is constructed of mud and limestone rubble walls which are framed
at the comers by roughly finished tree trunks. The doorways and small windows of the
house have roughly-finished timber framing, the windows having timber shutters. The
internal wall of the house has a central massive rubble and mud chimney and fireplace and
both rooms have dirt floors. The roof is constructed of roughly finished saplings which
was clad with thatch (now covered with corrugated galvanised iron). The ceiling of the
house is made from hessian bags, probably limed.
The house is an interesting and uncommon relic of early European settlement in the
Gumeracha area. The construction technique reveals the use of materials that could be
commonly found in the area or were part of the lives of the early settlers, and a method of
building that relies on few, if any, specialist skills or knowledge. Its construction
technique, although once common, is now infrequently found. Such buildings were
replaced by later and more sophisticated buildings during which time the first generation of
buildings were abandoned and often fell into disrepair.
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LH02

Site Description:

House
Lower Hermitage Road
LOWER HERMITAGE
via Houghton SA 5131

References:
Ian Auhl, From Settlement to City, A History of the District of Tea Tree Gully 1836 1976, Lynton Publications Pty Ltd, Blackwood, 1978.
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Location:

Lower Hermitage Road
LOWERHERMITAGE SA 5131
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AMG Reference:

UG 957 45 9

Description:

Stone and Mud House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

T .C. & M.G. Verrall
'Dudley Vale'
HOUGHTON SA 513 1
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Survey Place No:

LH 10

Site Description:

'Glen Ewin' Complex
Lower Hermitage Road
LOWER HERMITAGE
via Houghton SA 5131

DESCRIPTION:
Glen Ewin property contains the family house, a grand and imposing building set into the
side of a hill. The house, built of freestone in 1859 was substantially extended in 1879.
The family always lived on the property. The property also contains a complex of factory
buildings, including a two-storeyed building where the jam was made.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The Glen Ewin property is of significance as it was the site of the manufacture of Glen
Ewin jams, very well-known products in South Australia. The complex of factory
buildings is more or less complete and represents one of the largest industrial concerns of
this type in South Australia. Glen Ewin is also significant for its association with George
McEwin, prominent in nineteenth century agricultural, horticultural and floricultural
circles in South Australia. His former family house is on the property.

Relevant Criteria:
7.

It has a special association with the life and work of the George McEwin and the
jam making family both of whom played an important part in South Australia's
past.

2.

Demonstrates rare qualities which are of cultural value as one of the largest
nineteenth century jam manufacturers in South Australia.

Recommendation:
It is recommended that this place be entered in the State Heritage Register.
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Survey Place No:

LH 10

Site Description:

'Glen Ewin' Complex
Lower Hermitage Road
LOWER HERMITAGE
via Houghton SA 5131

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Criterion 7 - Special Association With a Significant Person and Organisation:
The Scottish born George McEwin arrived in South Australia in 1838. He came to South
Australia with extensive horticultural, agricultural and floricultural knowledge and was
employed initially with George Stevenson at North Adelaide, a noted gardener. In
November 1843, McEwin began to work at the property 'Highercombe'. McEwin was
employed as the owner's advisor, designer, gardener and nurseryman. McEwin resigned in
October 1844, having purchased land nearby in August 1844.
McEwin bought Section 5561 (now 'Glen Ewin'), an 80 acre undeveloped land parcel and
set about establishing his own property. (He sold some 30 acres of that section in 1845.)
Initially he raised dairy cattle and grew vegetables (reputedly potatoes and melons) no
doubt in part for the family's use. McEwin also planted wheat and later still a vineyard,
from cuttings he had received from Williams' 'Hermitage' property. One of the early
products of the farm was butter that was sold in Adelaide.
The first buildings and structures to be built at 'Glen Ewin' consisted of a two roomed
weatherboard house to accommodate the family and some of the buildings and structures
necessary to operate a farm. A stock yard was constructed, a dairy and a garden fence.
One of the successful products of the property in the nineteenth century was wine.
McEwin planted his first vineyard in about 1845 and in the years that followed planted
more. By 1854 Glen Ewin's vineyards were producing enough grapes to warrant making
commercial quantities of wine. A cellar had been constructed by that time and McEwin
mentions that it was his intention to construct a larger cellar for the 1855 vintage.
Throughout the 1850s and 1860s, wine making on the property continued.
By the time of Ebenezer Ward's visit, reported in the publication, Vineyards and Orchards
of South Australia in 1862, the property 'Glen Ewin' was noted for its vineyards, orchards
and nursery grounds. Two acres were devoted to vines and some 1000 gallons of
Frontignac Black Hambro were said to be made from the grapes. McEwin was planning to
extend the vineyard by a further three acres at the time of Ward's visit. A two-storey cellar
was proposed to be constructed from the freestone found on the property. However, in
1891, the property's wine making activities ceased.
The McEwins, having religious doubts about the morality of making wine poured their
wines down the creek and thereafter concentrated on the product for which the property
was best known, that of Glen Ewinjams.
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LH 10

Site Description:

Glen Ewin Complex
Lower Hermitage Road
LOWER HERMITAGE
via Houghton SA 5131

Other early activities of the McEwins included, like many in the region, planting fruit trees.
Ward states that by 1862 there were about 10 acres of fruit trees, mainly apples, plums
and orange trees, and extensive nursery grounds. (By 1861 the 'Glen Ewin' property was
advertising several thousand young fruit trees for sale in addition to vines and other fruit
plants.) It was at this time that the practice of using the fruit to make jam commenced.

In December 1862, as a result of being unable to sell a load of plums at the markets in
Adelaide, a common problem for growers at the time, the McEwins began to make jam.
The family worked hard and the business flourished. They responded by extending their
own orchard (to 14 acres in 1876) and beginning to purchase the excess fruit of other local
growers. By 1864 the operation was so successful that a new factory building was
constructed.
By the mid 1870s, the products of 'Glen Ewin' were well known to South Australians and
further additions were contemplated for the jam factory . At that time the factory consisted
of a two storeyed building, with a central building with two wings, containing the functions
of fruit boiling, filling of tins, labelling and storage. The jam making was conducted on the
ground floor, the upper floor being used for storage. The McEwins were still buying local
fruit and products. The family believed the jam was better if it was cooked using charcoal
as fuel and they chose to use charcoal made at Gumeracha. In the 1870s, nearly all of jam
made was consumed by the local market. There was no need, it was considered, to send
the jam interstate or overseas although the products had won several international and
interstate competitions.
After George McEwin's death in 1885, his son and other relatives took over the business
which acquired other Adelaide preserving companies and/or machinery and established
another factory in East Adelaide. The factories produced huge quantities of jam
throughout the late and most of the twentieth century. The factory bought vast quantities
of different sorts of fruit from local growers and employed over 50 people in 1904. In later
years fruit was brought to the factory from Angaston, Gumeracha, Mount Torrens and the
South East. Raspberries were brought from Victoria and black currents from Tasmania.
In 1976, as most of the surrounding orchards no longer operated, 'Glen Ewin' obtained its
fruit from the large scale orchards of the River Murray region.
The family always lived on the property. The original house, built in the 1840s was
removed and demolished to make way for a new house which was built for the family in
1859. It was constructed of freestone, the stone found on the property. Twenty years
later, in 1879, the architect, Thomas Frost was reported to be responsible for the design of
what was described as a large extension of "a dozen rooms" to the McEwin's house at 'Glen
Ewin'. Apparently, the four-roomed, two-storeyed 1859 structure was incorporated into
the later building. The family house remains and is a grand and imposing building set into
the side of a hill.
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By 1929, 'Glen Ewin' products were a household word in South Australia. By that stage,
the factory was using steam to heat its copper pans for jam making and had electric
machinery.
The twentieth century history of the property has not been comprehensively documented in
this report but it is known that between the years of 1976 to the present day, the factmy
closed, the family left the property and the estate became degraded. The orchard has all
but vanished, some terracing remains. The factory is empty and the land has not been well
tended. However, the property seemingly narrowly escaped a much more damaging fate.
The Mortlock Library of South Australiana holds a promotional pamphlet, proposing
enormous changes produced in about 1985. The property was still owned by members of
the family. They proposed a new future for 'Glen Ewin' that involved the construction of a
new factory and the renovation and use as a museum of the old one. It was planned to
plant over 16000 fig trees on the estate, and to become therefore the only professional fig
producer in South Australia. 'Glen Ewin' was well know for its light fig jam, of which they
could never supply the amount the market demanded. A lime orchard was also proposed
for the production of fruit, for jam and cordials. A 2.8 ha rose garden was planned to
supply bush rose plants and cut flowers . The house, named 'The Glen' was to be turned
into a bistro on the ground floor and a reception house and silver service restaurant
upstairs. The changes would have required the removal of many internal walls and it was
planned that the house be refitted in "period style and decor". The family also proposed to
build a security retirement village with 172 units, a nursing home, a hospital, a community
centre, a bowling green and shopping facilities.
The 'Glen Ewin' property is directly associated with both George McEwin and the company
that his family began and continued for much of the twentieth century. At the end of his
life McEwin was a respected businessman and author who had been president of the South
Australian Agricultural and Horticultural Society, had written the South Australian
Vigneron and Gardener's Manual which appeared in 1843 . He had travelled overseas (on a
lecture tour of India promoting 'Glen Ewin' products) and interstate marketing his jams.
He was well known for his extensive practical and theoretical knowledge of horticulture,
agriculture and floriculture and his hobby was botany and the microscopic study of plants.
His family company was just as significant. For much of the late nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, 'Glen Ewin' jams appeared on many South Australian tables.
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'Glen Ewin' Complex
Lower Hermitage Road,
LOWER HERMITAGE
via Houghton SA 5131

Criterion 2 - Demonstrates Uncommon and Rare Qualities
The 'Glen Ewin' complex is also significant because of its rarity. The size and scale of
operations was large even when compared with other city jam factories. 'Glen Ewin' was
not the only jam manufacturer in the area. Many growers in both East Torrens and
Gumeracha established jam factories to deal with their excess produce but all remained
relatively small concerns. 'Glen Ewin' is one of the few, if not the only large scale
nineteenth century industry in the area. 'Glen Ewin' was also one of the last jam
manufacturers to remain in South Australia.
References Ian Auhl, From Settlement to City; A History of the District of Tea Tree Gully. 1836 to
1976. Lynton Publications, Blackwood, 1978.
The South Australian Register, 2 January 1880.
The South Australian Register, 31 January 1876, p.6.
Ebenezer Ward, Vineyards and Orchards of South Australia, 1862 Sullivan's Cover,
Adelaide, 1979. Reprint of 1862 edition.
Valmai Hankel, "Viticulture and Wine-making in Early South Australia", Journal of the
Historical Society of South Australia, 1978 pp. 74-84.
GC Bishop, The Vineyards of Adelaide, 1977 pp. 21 -2.
Oswald Zeigler, Vines and Orchards of the Garden State. South Australia's Fruit Growing
Industry. 1929.
Glen Ewin. More than just Jam, promotional pamphlet available from MLSA dated 1985?.

gumeracha heritage survey_ __ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ __ _ _.9S

GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

LHlO

Site Description:

'Glen Ewin' Complex
Lower Hermitage Road
LOWER HERMITAGE
via Houghton SA 5131

Location:

Lower Hermitage Road
LOWER HERMITAGE
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AMG Reference:
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Large Stone House and Jam Factory Buildings

Land Description:

Allotment
Section Nos.
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District Council of Gumeracha
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Survey Place No:

KB14

Site Description:

'Primrose Cottage'
25 Spring Street
KERSBROOK SA 5231

DESCRIPTION:
A simple cottage built from timber slabs, coated with a sand lime render, greatly extended
over a number of years.
STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
'Primrose Cottage' at Kersbrook is of heritage value primarily because of its construction.
It was built from timber slabs, coated with a sand lime render. As such the building is an
example of a very early (and probably once common) construction technique, using the
simplest of available construction materials, at a time when the European settlement of
Gumeracha was commencing.
Relevant Criteria:
1.

Primrose Cottage' is a good representative of a broader class of places of cultural
significance, in that it represents and illustrates the early housing of the Gumeracha
area.

2.

It demonstrates uncommon qualities which are of cultural value. 'Primrose Cottage' is
an uncommon example of a once common construction technique for the area, that of
timber slab now coated with a thick render. Few timber buildings remain in this area
to illustrate the early construction materials and methods employed by the settlers.

Recommendation:
It is recommended that this place be entered in the State Heritage Register.
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Site Description:

'Primrose Cottage'
25 Spring Street
KERSBROOK SA 5231

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Criterion 1 - Good Representative of a Broader Class of Places:
'Primrose Cottage' on allotment 25 Spring Street, Kersbrook, is a good representative
example of early vernacular housing, using unsophisticated construction materials and
techniques.
The earliest section of the house was built in about 1858 by William Scott, the second son
of Thomas and Betty Scott. William Scott had purchased two allotments (lots 25 and 26)
in 1858 in the newly established town of Maidstone (now known as Kersbrook) from the
town's creator and land owner, William Carmen. Carmen, the owner of the Wheatsheaf
Hotel (built in about 1851) subdivided some of Sections 6145 in 185 8 and began to sell
allotments.
Until about 1858 William Scott had been living at the family home, 'Deloraine'. He was
unmarried and was working with his father and brothers at the family farm at the time.
The house he built on Spring Street is believed to have initially consisted of only one room.
Later a further three rooms were added, and later again more modem additions to the rear.
Scott is thought to have lived in this house until 1868, and it is not known whether he was
responsible for some or all of the extensions.
In 1868, Scott married Mary Ann Sladdem nee Harvey. At this time, the couple are
reputed to have brought land north of Kersbrook and started a farm named 'Woodlands'.
He remained on the farm for the rest of his life and became a respected citizen in the
Kersbrook community. He died at Woodlands on 16 November 1902, and is buried at the
Kersbrook Cemetery.
When Scott left the house, he is said to have rented it to John Chamberlain a long term
tenant. Scott eventually sold the property to him in 1891 for £10.10. Chamberlain lived in
the house until his death in 1902. He was a gardener and it has been assumed that he was
responsible for laying out the house's fine garden. National Trust of South Australia
records suggest that he was probably responsible for the construction of some of the
additions.
From National Trust records it would seem that the property remained in the Chamberlain
family until well into the twentieth century and its purchase by the Bests, who remained in
the house until the present day.
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Site Description:

'Primrose Cottage'
25 Spring Street
KERSBROOK SA 5231

Criterion 2- Demonstrates Rare and Uncommon Qualities
The most interesting aspect of the Spring Street house is its construction method and use of
materials . The older parts of the building are constructed from slabs of timber, most
probably gum. Initially, a single room was built, and later a second room was added next
to it. Then a new parlour and a new larger bedroom were added to what is now the front
elevation of the cottage. The addition of the two-roomed block in front of the original
building meant a change in floor levels, a step up to the new building. As a result the new
building was provided with a hipped roof and the rear older portion of the building was
roofed with a simple skillion roof.
The original part of the building has a very distinctive and roughly built chimney standing
adjacent to the newer more symmetrically built masonry chimney of the addition. The gum
slabs used in the construction of the building were then coated both externally and
internally with a thick sand lime render completely covering the timber. In addition, stone
pieces were set into the render of the facade of the building giving the appearance that it
was a stone construction. The building is of significance as an uncommon survivor (in an
area where many bushfires have occurred) of a building technique that was in the more
heavily timbered areas of the State, reasonably common. It is an example of the earliest of
construction techniques utilising materials that were readily available and speaks of the
time when services and goods were very hard to come by in this locality.
References:
J Faull and G Young, People, Places and Buildings. Rural Settlements in the Adelaide
Hills, South Australia, South Australian Centre for Settlemnt Studies Inc., Adelaide, 1986,
p.l4.
National Trust of South Australia, Register of Historic Buildings, File No. 2503.
Paul Stark, Project Number 9, National Trust of South Australia, 1979, p.273 .
Jill Statton, (ed), Biographical Index of South Australians. vol. 1, p. 1455.
Funeral notice for William Scott, The Advertiser, 18 November 1902, p. 2.
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'Primrose Cottage'
25 Spring Street
KERSBROOK SA 5231
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Survey Place No:

MT12

Site Description:

Shop and House
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

DESCRIPTION:
A shop and house combination, built of freestone. The shop preceeded the house and is a
gable roofed structure. The house has a hipped, slate clad roof and is similarly built of
squared coursed freestone with the side walls constructed from random stonework. The
verandah to the face of both buildings was probably added in about 1900, and there have
been several additions at the rear and internal alterations.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
The earliest stage of this shop and house in Mount Torrens is the shop which was
constructed in about 1860. The buildings illustrate a unique solution to the shop/house
combination and the development of the township. The buildings form an aesthetically
pleasing composition that is important in the streetscape of Mount Torrens.
Relevant Criteria:

4.

5.

The shop and house are good representatives of a broader class of places of
cultural value. This building illustrates a unique solution to the shop/house
combination. Although not typical due no doubt to the differing stages of
construction, both buildings are relatively early and are of interest as an example
of shops/houses in South Australia.
Demonstrates a high degree of aesthetic accomplishment in that the buildings form
an aesthetically pleasing composition that is important in the streetscape of Mount
Torrens .

Recommendation:

It is recommended that this place be entered in the State Heritage Register.
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Survey Place No:

MT12

Site Description:

Shop and House
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Criterion 4 - Good Representative of a Broader Class of Places:
The building, currently used as the premises of Servwell in Mount Torrens was constructed
in about 1860 and initially used as a post office and store. The first owner of the building
is thought to have been James Henry Crowe, who owned part of Section 6506 in April
1860. He was then (in the very early days of the existence of the township) described as a
storekeeper of Mount Torrens, suggesting that this building or another used as a shop, had
already been constructed.
The Biographical Index of South Australians notes two J. H. Crowes, father and son. J .H.
Crowe the elder arrived in South Australia in about 1856 and lived for a time at Mount
Torrens and Glenelg. His son was born in London in 1855 and he was said to be an
auctioneer, company director and storekeeper, who worked at Mount Torrens, North
Adelaide and Elliston during his life. He was amongst other things the managing director
of the Adelaide Chilled Butter Company Limited. There is a suggestion that the family
were relatively wealthy. They are described as coming to South Australia on a vessel
owned by J .H. Crowe senior.
It would seem that the Crowes bought land and moved to Mount Torrens soon after their
arrival in 1858. Probably the building was constructed immediately after their arrival in
the town. The building remained in the Crowe family for much of the nineteenth century,
although leased to other storekeepers for periods. J.B. Crowe junior is stated to have
operated the general store until 1884, when several of the family stores were sold and
Crowe began farming at Elliston. The ownership of the Mount Torrens building passed
through several hands before being purchased by the Clark family, who had previously
held the lease over many years. A Clark descendant still owns the property.
Elsewhere however, it is suggested that Benjamin Walker, an earlier owner of the land
parcel, was responsible for the construction of the building. Walker first acquired the land
in 1857, only two months later selling it to Crowe. Walker was a miller who also had a
business at Mannum. Legend has it that Crowe bought the business from him and added
the post office to it.
The Directories however, reveal that in 1865 and 1868 (the only two dates checked),
Walker was Mount Torrens' storekeeper and Crowe its post master.
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Survey Place No:

MT12

Site Description:

Shop and House
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

The question of who was responsible for the construction of the building or who operated
the general store once the building existed, does not alter the fact that it was a relatively
early building to appear in the newly subdivided township of Mount Torrens . The land on
which the township stands was initially settled by George Dunn and his family. On their
two sections of land, they raised sheep, and following the discovery of copper nearby in the
late 1840s, converted the family home into the Cornish Arms Hotel in 1848-9. Later a
more substantial hotel was built on the Government road that ran through Dunn's section.
The Mount Torrens Hotel opened for business in 1850.
In 1852, Dunn subdivided land along the banks ofthe creek north ofthe hotel to create a
township. Land in the township of Mount Torrens was first offered for sale in 1853,
although the official documentation appears to have been formalised in 1857. It is not
known whether any sales or building occurred in the proposed township prior to 1857.

Mount Torrens grew quickly initially, with houses, a store and a flour mill built. By the
late 1850s, the village had a shoemaker, a surgeon and two chapels . Further subdivisions
were made, the first to the south, in a subdivision called Dunfield, and a second to the east
in 1861, a township called Mount Torrens East. Neither matched Mount Torrens in size or
importance. Until recent years very few changes have been made in the township or to its
buildings. New subdivisions are being created and houses built close to the township at
present.
Although there are many shop and house combinations which have been entered in the
State Heritage Register, very few date from the early 1860s. These buildings are therefore
representative of house and shop combinations in the early history of European settlement
in South Australia, although they do not adopt the typical architectural solution. They are
unique but this probably has more to do vvith the two stages of building. The buildings are
of interest as an example of houses and shops in South Australia and illustrate the early
development of Mount Torrens .
Criterion 5 - Demonstrates a High Degree of Aesthetic Accomplishment:
The shop, a gable roofed structure built of stone appears to have been the first building
constructed on the site. The attic area reveals the use of gum for roofing timbers and the
original shingles as cladding.
The house has a hipped, slate clad roof and is similarly built of squared coursed freestone.
The quoins, sills and arched window heads with keystones, project from the face of the
wall. The side walls are constructed of random stonework. The verandah to the face of
both buildings was probably added in about 1900, and there have been several additions at
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Survey Place No:

MT12

Site Description:

Shop and House
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

the rear and internal alterations . The buildings are fine contributors to the streetscape of
Mount Torrens, and are in themselves, an accomplishment seldom found in the earliest
buildings of a new township, particularly one that is many miles from Adelaide.

References:

National Trust of South Australia, Register of Historic Buildings, File No. 1810. (The file
also includes Paul Stark's, Project Number 9, 1979.)
Back to Mount Torrens Centenary Celebrations, February 12-14, 1937, pamphlet available
from the MLSA.
"The Anatomy of Mount Torrens", Architecture in Australia, October 1968, pp. 797- 800.
Jill Statton (ed), Biographical Index of South Australians 1836 -1885, volumes 1 - 4,
South Australian Genealogy and Heraldry Society Incorporated, SA, 1986.
Directories, 1865 and 1868

The Observer, 27 June 1914, p. 39 A.
Gavin E. McEwin, Mount Torrens, a search of ownership of historic properties, published
by the Author, 1987. Available from the National Trust of South Australia.
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Survey Place No:

MT 12

Site Description:

Shop and House
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Location:

Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Map sheet:

Onkaparinga 6628 - 2

AMG Reference:

UG 134 388

Description:

Stone Shop and House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Kym Clark
c/- Post Office,
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.
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24
6506
Talunga
4007/615

12
36a
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6.

STATE HERITAGE AREAS: RECOMMENDATIONS

Mount Torrens State Heritage Area
6.1

Area Description
Mount Torrens lies in a valley at the foot of the hill from which it is named. The
Angas Creek flows through the valley and passes through the township on the
western side ofthe main street ofTownsend Street and introduces a band of exotic
and native trees into the townscape. Dominant amongst these are willows which
are interspersed by poplars and eucalypts.
Townsend Street forms a distinct precinct within Mount Torrens. The road rises to
a crest about half way along its length and this visually divides it into two sections.
The northern end is predominantly residential, but also includes Uniting Church
(1888) and the Memorial Hall (1923). The southern end of Townsend Street is
lined by both residential and commercial buildings. Springhead Road, which is the
continuation of Townsend Street to the south, rises to a crest a short distance
beyond the last of the houses within the town. This restricts the view to the south
and combines with the rising slopes to the east and west and the trees to the north
to create a sense of enclosure within the valley.

As a result of the pattern of development during the early years of settlement, there
is a distinct contrast between the east and west sides of Townsend Street. Most of
the early buildings were located on the western side and those remaining provide a
uniform streetscape. The majority of the buildings on this side lie adjacent to the
footpath and this line is reinforced by a series of stone and picket fences.
Visually the western side of Townsend Street is closed, with fences or trees filling
most of the gaps between the buildings. In contrast to this the eastern side of
Townsend Street is much more open in its appearance. Along this side there is a
mixture ofbuildings ranging from early settlement to modem, and the setback from
the footpath varies greatly. There are also vacant blocks which allow a clear view
to the open grazing land behind.
Tuck Street runs parallel to Townsend Street on its western side, but development
has only occurred towards its northern end. The two most significant buildings are
the Methodist Manse (1909), which is located on the comer of Tuck Street and
Thomas Street, and St Georges Anglican Church. This church, built in 1860, is
isolated on a rise overlooking the town at the southern end of Tuck Street.
The most important part of the built environment of Mount Torrens lies along the
western side of Townsend Street. Within the natural environment, the Angas
Creek and the tree-covered hillsides to the west are the most attractive elements.
Adverse development anywhere within the valley would detract from their value.
It is important that consideration be given to preserving all areas within the built
and natural environment that are visible from the town.
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6.2

Heritage Value

The first known settlement in the Mount Torrens area was located approximately
0.8 km west of the present township, at the site of a natural spring. This hamlet
was known as Barton Springs and consisted of a farmhouse, blacksmith's forge,
chainworks, stabling and a tavern called the Cornish Arms Hotel. This cluster of
buildings had been established by George Dunn during the late 1830s as a staging
post for the bullock teams which travelled between Adelaide and Mannum on the
River Murray. The hotel was one of a series located at about 6.5 km intervals
along the bullock route.
The area was first surveyed as part of the Sources and Tributaries of the Torrens
Special Survey. At this time it was though that the Angas Creek was the source of
the River Torrens and the hill from which it flowed was named Mount Torrens. It
was later found that the source of the Torrens was actually 19 km northeast of this
point, and that the Angas Creek was merely a small tributary of the river.
However, the hill and the town which was laid out at its easter foot continued to be
called Mount Torrens.
In 1841 Sections 6505 and 6506 were purchased by George Dunn, while in the
same year Section 6507 was granted to James Bowman ofHuddersfield, England.
In the following year Section 6504 was purchased by James Dunn of Mount Barker
who subdivided part of it into 35 allotments along two streets. This area was
called Dunfield, but few of the allotments were sold and it was eventually absorbed
into the developing town ofMount Torrens. The first part ofMount Torrens was
laid out by George Dunn who subdivided a portion of Section 6505 in 1853. The
subdivision consisted of 26 allotments and a plan of these was submitted to the
General Registry Office in 1857. In 1861 further subdivision of this Section added
14 allotments to the town. In September 1860 Section 6507 was conveyed from
Bowman to Thomas Inglis of Mount Torrens, and a subdivision of this Section was
surveyed in April 1861. A total of 42 allotments were laid out and the area was
called Mount Torrens East. Many of the allotments in Mount Torrens and Mount
Torrens East were sold during the 1850s and 1860s, the majority of settlers being
English migrants. At the same time a number of German migrants had settled in
the area, but had established a separate community at Springhead, approximately
2.5 km to the south ofMount Torrens.
The original bullock route from Mannum to Adelaide passed through the centre of
the township along what is now called Thomas Street. Additional traffic along this
track included bullock teams carting ore from the Reedy Creek copper mine, which
opened in 1845, to the Glen Osmond smelters. In the 1860s a new macadamised
road was laid down, and this passed Mount Torrens at its southern end. The new
road reduced the time it took to reach Adelaide from a minimum of 12 hours by
bullock team to 5 hours by coach.
In addition to being a service town for passing traffic Mount Torrens was also
established as the centre for a rural district. During the early years of settlement
wheat growing was the most common rural activity, and a flour mill was built in
the town in 1853. Eventually the soil was exhausted by intensive cropping and
other rural activities were established, but the flour mill continued to operate until
well into this century.
114_ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ __ __ __ _ __ _ __ --J<>_meracha heritage survey

The wattle bark industry took over from the growing of wheat and two bark mills
were built in the district. In the 1860s gold veins were found near Mount Torrens
and prospectors were attracted to the area by reports of good finds. For a brief
period Mount Torrens was the centre of a gold mining district, but no really rich
deposits were found, and although gold was still being mined in the area until the
early 1930s the amounts found were of little value.
Towards the turn of the century dairying became increasingly popular and much of
the area was cleared for pasture. In 1927 Amscol purchased the flour mill and it
was converted into a dairy produce factory. The building was destroyed by fire in
1939 and a modern factory was built on the site. In the mid-1970s the factory
ceased to operate and it has now been converted into a hardware and farming
goods centre. The only remaining rural industry within Mount Torrens is the small
saw-mill at its northern end.
From the time of George Dunn's first subdivision in 1853 until the First World War
there was steady development in the town. Most of the early development
occurred on the western side of Townsend Street, with the commercial area lying
towards its southern end. The buildings included a number of substantial twostorey dwellings, most of which were built during the 1850s and 1860s. It was
during this period that the town was firmly established, with the rural industries
supporting the development of the 1840s and 1850s, and the mining industries
encouraging further development during the 1860s. The population of Mount
Torrens reached its peak shortly before the First World War. In 1918 access to the
town was greatly improved by the opening of the Adelaide to Mount Pleasant
railway line. A station was located only a short distance from the town and the
journey to Adelaide could now be made in 1lh hours.
Since this time the population has remained steady and there had been only a few
new buildings in Mount Torrens until recent years. Today there are a number of
modern houses both in the town and on the slopes overlooking it. The train to
Adelaide ceased running in 1964 and a bus service was introduced in its place.
Further changes in the town have included a reduction of the need for shopping and
service facilities, as larger nearby towns, such as Lobethal, now cater for most of
the requirements of the surrounding area. As a result Mount Torrens is now
largely residential. The slow development experienced by Mount Torrens during
the latter part of this century is contributed strongly to the retention of the
historical character of the town as many examples of early settlement buildings still
remain along the main street. This, in conjunction with the attractive setting of the
town, makes Mount Torrens worthy of preservation.
Accordingly, this report nominates Mount Torrens for entry in the State Heritage
Register as a State Heritage Area.
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6.3

Mount Torrens, Places of State and Local Significance
State
• Shop and House, Townsend Street, Mount Torrens (MT12)
Local
•

House, 'Millerways', Springhead Road, Mount Torrens (MTOl)

•

Former Blacksmith's House and Shop, Springhead Road, Mount Torrens
(MT02)

•

House, Springhead Road, Mount Torrens (MT03)

•

'Cherryplum Cottage', Springhead Road, Mount Torrens (MT04)

•

'Royston Cottage', Springhead Road, Mount Torrens (MT05)

•

Former Shop and House, Springhead Road, Mount Torrens (MT06)

•

Mount Torrens Hotel, Townsend Street, Mount Torrens (MT07)

•

Shop and House, Townsend Street, Mount Torrens (MT08)

•

Former Wheelright's Shop and House, Townsend Street, Mount Torrens
(MT09)
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•

Sumner's Bakery, Townsend Street, Mount Torrens (MTlO)

•

House, Townsend Street, Mount Torrens (MTll)

•

House, 'Sancreed' (Former Post Office), Townsend Street, Mount Torrens
(MT13)

•

Coach House, Townsend Street, Mount Torrens (MT14)

•

'Townsend House', Townsend Street, Mount Torrens (MT15)

•

Former Flour Mill, Townsend Street, Mount Torrens (MT16)

•

'Marlow Cottage', Townsend Street, Mount Torrens (MT17)

•

'Cambridge House', Townsend Street, Mount Torrens (MT19)

•

Former Wine Store and Tavern, Townsend Street, Mount Torrens (MT22)

•

Mount Torrens Uniting Church, Townsend Street, Mount Torrens (MT25)

•

Warehouse, Townsend Street, Mount Torrens (MT27)

•

Bridge, Townsend Street, Mount Torrens (MT29)

•

Former Cobbler's Store, Townsend Street, Mount Torrens (MT30)

•

Former Carpenter's Shop, Townsend Street, Mount Torrens (MT31)

•

House, 'Palm Villa', Springhead Road, Mount Torrens (MT32)

•

StGeorge's Anglican Church, Tuck Street, Mount Torrens (MT35)

•

Former Methodist Manse, Tuck Street, Mount Torrens (MT36)

•

Former 'James Dunn' House, Oval Road, Mount Torrens (MT37)

•

'Barton Springs' Ruins, Tuck Street, Mount Torrens (MT38)

meracha heritage survey

General View - Townsend Street

General View - Townsend Street
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Figure 6.1
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7.

LOCAL HERITAGE ITEMS: RECOMMENDATIONS
Places which are considered to be of local heritage value because of their
association with people, events or particular historic themes within the District
Council of Gumeracha area are listed below. These are places which hold
considerable local heritage value and contribute substantially to the physical
character, heritage and general amenity of the district but which do not have
sufficient merit to be nominated as State heritage places.
These places should form the basis for the creation of a Local Heritage Register for
incorporation in the District Council of Gumeracha Development Plan:

7.1

Birdwood
BDOl

Homestead, 'Jerilderie'

Rathjen Road, Birdwood

BD06

House and Outbuildings

Mueller Road, Birdwood

BD08

Farm Ruins

Mueller Road, Birdwood

BD09

'Ivynook Cottage'

Mannum Road, Birdwood

BD12

Former Shop and House

Church Street, Birdwood

BD13

House

Church Street, Birdwood

BD14

Shop and Residence (Birdwood Cottage)

Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD15

House

Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD16

Former Primary School

Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD17

Former Shop and House

Cromer Road/Shannon Street,
Birdwood

BD18

Birdwood Primary School (formerly

Shannon Street, Birdwood

'Pflaum House')
BD19

Mill Manager's House

Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD20

Former House

Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD21

Former Butter Factory, 'Meribah'

Cromer Road, Birdwood

BD22

Former 'Theo Pflaum' House

Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD23

Birdwood Post Office

Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD24

Birdwood Institute

Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD26

Cottage

Olivedale Street, Birdwood

BD27

Former Railway Employee's House

54 Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD28

Former Railway Employee's House

56 Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD29

House, 'Aberfoyle'

52 Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD30

Cottage

10 Talunga Street, Birdwood

BD31

Cottage

12 Talunga Street, Birdwood

BD32

Cottage

14 Talunga Street, Birdwood

BD33

Cottage

16 Talunga Street, Birdwood

BD34

'Rose Cottage'

18 Talunga Street, Birdwood
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Birdwood (cont.)
BD35

Former Bismark Hotel

Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD36

Former Farrier's Shop

William Street, Birdwood

BD37

St. Matthew's Catholic Church

Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD38

Blumberg Hotel

Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD39

Shop and Residence

Cromer Road I Olivendale Street,
Birdwood

BD40

Former Maerschel's Garage

Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD41

former Plfaum Shop & Store Room

Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD42

Lutheran Church and Cemetery

Church Street, Birdwood

BD44

Cottage

Olivedale Street, Birdwood

BD45

House, 'St Albans'

Pool Street, Birdwood

BD46

Cottage

Olivedale Street, Birdwood

BD48

Former Saddler's Shop and House

Shannon Street, Birdwood

BD49

House

Shannon Street, Birdwood

These items are identified on Figure 7. 1.

7.2

Cudlee Creek

Items which are considered to be of local heritage value because of their
association with people, events or particular historic themes within the
Cudlee Creek area are listed below. These are places which hold
considerable local heritage value and contribute substantially to the physical
character, heritage and general amenity of the district but which do not hold
sufficient merit to be nominated as State Heritage items.
These places should form the basis for the creation of a Local Heritage
Register for incorporation in the District Council of Gumeracha
Development Plan:

Cudlee Creek
CKOl

Millbrook Primary School

Sunninghill Road, Cudlee Creek

CK02

Former Cold Store Manager's

Gould Place, Cudlee Creek

House
CK03

Former Cold Store Employee's

Gould Place, Cudlee Creek

House
CK05

Former Cold Store Employee's

Gould Place, Cudlee Creek

House
CK06

Cudlee Creek Methodist Church

Gould Place, Cudlee Creek

CK08

Roads Bridge

Gorge Road, Cudlee Creek

These items are identified on Figure 7.2
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7.3

Forreston, Kersbrook

Places which are considered to be of local heritage value because of their
association with people, events or particular historic themes within the
Kersbrook and Forreston areas are listed below. These are places which
hold considerable local heritage value and contribute substantially to the
physical character, heritage and general amenity of the district but which do
not held sufficient merit to be nominated as State Heritage places.
These places should form the basis for the creation of a Local Heritage
Register for incorporation in the District Council of Gumeracha
Development Plan:

Forreston
FNOl

Former Post Office

Main Road, Forreston

FN02

Cottage

Lot 50 Jamieson Road, Forreston

FN03

House

Lot 29 Jamieson Road, Forreston

FN04

House

Jamieson Road, Forreston

FN05

Cottage, 'Crooks Cottage'

Agnes Street, Forreston

FN06

Former 'Eglington House', Post

Main Road, Forreston

Office and House
FN07

Former 'Forrest House'

Main Road, Forreston

FN08

'Cellar Bridge'

Jamieson Street, Forreston

FN09

Homestead, 'Lansdowne'

Williamstown Road, Forreston

FNlO

Homestead & Outbuildings

Quinns Road, Forreston

'Tollcross'
FNll

Homestead, 'Masula Park'

Forrest Road, Forreston

Kersbrook
KB02

Homestead, 'Puddleduck

Watts Gully Road, Kersbrook

Farm'
KB03

Homestead & Outbuildings

Little Para Road, Kersbrook

'Willommurra'
KB09

Church of Christ

Scott Street, Kersbrook

KBlO

'Bowden's Barn'

Little Para Road, Kersbrook

KBll

Former Wheatsheaf Inn

Scott Street, Kersbrook

KB12

Kersbrook Institute

Scott Street, Kersbrook

KB13

Soldiers Memorial Oval and

Scott Street, Kersbrook

Gates
KB15

Kersbrook Primary School &

Bowden Street, Kersbrook

House
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Kersbrook (cont.)
KB18

Cottage

Emma Street, Kersbrook

These items are identified on Figure 7.3.

7.4

Gumeracha, Kenton Valley
Items which are considered to be of local heritage value because of their
association with people, events or particular historic themes within the
Gumeracha and Kenton Valley areas are listed below. These are items
which hold considerable local heritage value and contribute substantially to
the physical character, heritage and general amenity of the district but
which do not hold sufficient merit to be nominated as State Heritage places.
These places should form the basis for the creation of a Local Heritage
Register for incorporation in the District Council of Gumeracha
Development Plan:

Gumeracha
GUOl

Cottage, 'Winton Cottage'

Winton Road, Gumeracha

GU02

Former Kenton Arms Hotel

Victoria Street, Gumeracha

GU03

Gumeracha Uniting Church

Wellington Street, Gumeracha

GU12

Gumeracha Primary School

Albert Street, Gumeracha

GU14

Former Methodist Manse

7 Wellington Street, Gumeracha

GU18

Baptist Church Manse'

28 Victoria Street, Gumeracha

GU20

'Clark House'

Gumeracha-Cudlee Creek Road,
Gumeracha

GU22

Gumeracha Institute

Albert Street, Gumeracha

GU28

Store

Albert Street, Gumeracha

GU29

Gumeracha Bridge

Cudlee Creek/Gumeracha Road,
Gumeracha

GU30

Gumeracha Weir

Cudlee Creek/Gumeracha Road,
Gumeracha

GU31

Mileage Post

Forreston Road, Gumeracha

GU32

ANZ Bank and House

Albert Street, Gumeracha

GU33

Former Police Station

Lobethal Road, Gumeracha

GU34

Former Randell's Mill

Lobethal Road, Gumeracha

GU35

Post Office

Albert Street, Gumeracha

GU36

Former General Store

Albert Street, Gumeracha

GU37

House

Albert Street, Gumeracha

GU38

Police Station and Court House

Albert Street, Gumeracha
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Gumeracha (cont.)
GU39

Mill Manager's House

Victoria Street, Gumeracha

GU50

Cottage

Beavis Court, Gumeracha

Kenton Valley
KVO 1

Primitive Methodist Church Ruin

Berry Hill Road, Kenton Valley

KV02

House

Nertherhill Road, Kenton Valley

KV03

House, 'Netherhill'

Nertherhill Road, Kenton Valley

KV04

Former Aenon Chapel

Lobethal Road, Kenton Valley

KV05

Homestead, 'Hatchlands'

Hatchlands Road, Kenton Valley

These items are identified on Figure 7.4.
7.5

Houghton, Lower Hermitage, Paracombe, Inglewood.

Places which are considered to be of local heritage value because of their
association with people, events or particular historic themes within the
Houghton, Lower Hermitage, Paracombe and Inglewood areas are listed
below. These are places which hold considerable local heritage value and
contribute substantially to the physical character, heritage and general
amenity of the district but which do not hold sufficient merit to be
nominated as State Heritage places.
These places should form the basis for the creation of a Local Heritage
Register for incorporation in the District Council of Gumeracha
Development Plan:
Houghton
HNOl

House

Lower North East Road, Houghton

HN02

Former Store and House

William Street, Houghton

HN08

Cottage, 'Robenia's Cottage'

Horn Street, Houghton

HN09

'Pine Lodge', Former

Lower North East Road, Houghton

Rechabite Lodge
HNlO

House, 'Bristol House'

Houghton Hollow Road, Houghton

HNll

Houghton Primary School

Lower North East Road, Houghton

HN12

Former Methodist Church

Hom Street, Houghton

HN13

Houghton Uniting Church

Hom Street, Houghton

and School

Lower Hermitage, Paracombe, Inglewood
LH03

Paracombe Cold Store

Paracombe Road, Paracombe

LH05

Barn

Main Road, Inglewood

LH08

House

Millbrook Road, Inglewood

gumeracha heritage survey_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _123

These items are identified on Figure 7. 5.

7.6

Mount Torrens

Places which are considered to be of local heritage value because of their
association with people, events or particular historic themes within the
Mount Torrens area are listed below. These are items which hold
considerable local heritage value and which contribute substantially to the
physical character, heritage and general amenity of the district. Places
within the nominated Mount Torrens State Heritage Area are also included
within the list for ease of reference.
Places outside of the nominated State Heritage Area should form the basis
for the creation of a Local Heritage Register for incorporation in the
District Council of Gumeracha Development Plan:

Mount Torrens
MTOl

'Millerways'

Springhead Road, Mount Torrens

MT02

Former Blacksmith's House

Springhead Road, Mount Torrens

and Shop
MT03

House

Springhead Road, Mount Torrens

MT04

Cottage, 'Chenyplum Cottage'

Springhead Road, Mount Torrens

MT05

House, 'Royston Cottage'

Springhead Road, Mount Torrens

MT06

Former Shop and House

Springhead Road, Mount Torrens

MT07

Mount Torrens Hotel

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens

MT08

Shop and House

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens

MT09

Former Wheelright's Shop

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens

and House
MTlO

Sumner's Bakery

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens

MTll

House

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens

MT13

House, 'Sancreed' (former Post

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens

Office)
MT14

Coach House

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens

MT15

'Townsend House'

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens

MT16

Former Flour Mill

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens

MT17

'Marlow Cottage'

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens

MT19

'Cambridge House'

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens

MT22

Former Wine Store and

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens

Tavern

124

MT25

Uniting Church

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens

MT27

Warehouse

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens

MT29

Bridge

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens
meracha heritage survey

Mount Torrens (cont.)
MT30

Former Cobbler's Store

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens

MT31

Former Carpenter's Shop

Townsend Street, Mount Torrens

MT32

House, 'Palm Villa'

Springhead Road, Mount Torrens

MT35

St George's Anglican Church

Tuck Street, Mount Torrens

MT36

Former Methodist Manse

Tuck Street, Mount Torrens

MT37

Former 'James Dunn' House

Oval Road, Mount Torrens

MT38

'Barton Springs' Ruins

Mount Torrens

MT39

House

Herrmanns Boundary Road,
Mount Sinai

MT40

House

Tungkillo Road, Mount Sinai

These items are identified on Figure 7.6
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD 01

Site Description:

Homestead, 'Jerilderie'
Rathjen Road
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural A well maintained substantial stone house that has been extended over the years. Later
parts have a bullnosed verandah, Dutch gable and hipped roof. There are red brick quoins,
ornate vents and a plinth. The original building, now located at the rear consisted of two
rooms at the front and three at the rear with an attic above and a small cellar below. The
original stone chimney is also remaining.
Historical Associated with the Rathjen family, one of the area's prominent land-owning families who
have lived in the district since late 1849, when Heinrich Gerhard Rathjen leased part of
Section 6617 from the South Australian Company.
Section 6617 has been continuously occupied by the Rathjen family since the 1840s, and it
was here that the first Rathjen home was built. The layout and parts of the earlier home
have been incorporated into the present structure, which still serves as the Rathjen
homestead.
The house is therefore important for its links with one of the early German families of the
area which played a major role in the social and agricultural development of the district.
Situated near the Williamstown Road, the homestead was part of the original settlement
which developed during the late 1840s and early 1850s.
References C. Tanney, (1984) pp. 71-74, p. 175.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY
Survey Place No:

BD 01

Site Description:

Homestead, 'Jerilderie'
Rathjen Road
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

Rathjen Road
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Stone Homestead

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

6616, 6618
Talunga
4287/640

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Jerilderie Pty. Ltd.
C/- V.N. Rathjen & Son
P.O. Box 9
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

136

2
11
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD 06

Site Description:

House and Outbuildings
Mueller Road
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Stone cottage with several extensions. Concave verandah at the front. Roof has original
timber shingles under the galvanised iron roof. Building is of stone with brick quoins to
openings and ornate brickwork in other areas. The cottage also has a loft, suggesting
German construction. The piggery is of bluestone with timber internal structure, which is
crudely constructed, mostly axe split.
The house clearly has elements of a German mode of design. The house was extended in
1902, and has been altered internally since this time, but the large attic space is still intact.
This room is reached by an external stair and is open over the full length of the original
portion of the house. The timber shingles remain under a later corrugated iron roof and the
thick mud and straw floor still provides excellent insulation for the rooms below. A large
timber beam which spans the longer axis of the house helps to support the ceiling joists
which are bolted to its underside. The outbuildings on this property include a bam and a
pigsty which are also worthy of note. The bam was built with stone walls facing south and
west and a half-timber wall facing the drier northerly direction. Internal partitions were
also built of half-timber with wattle and daub infill panels. From the detailing, this
unusual combination appears to be original, although some of the infill panels on the
northern wall have been removed. The eastern wall in which the main doors to the bam are
located is now clad with corrugated iron. A loft extends over part of the bam, the loft floor
being constructed of large timber slabs with mud and straw infill and rendering. The
pigsty is a later timber slab structure which consists of a series of individual pens, each
with its own feeding trough. Those were used for breeding pigs, and each pen held a sow
with her litter
Historical The Mueller family were leasing land in the Birdwood district in 1850 and in 1856. GH
Mueller built a substantial stone house on Section 6578 (originally granted to George Fife
Angas in 1841).
References G. Young et al. Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984) p. 175.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD06

Site Description:

House and Outbuildings
Mueller Road
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

Mueller Road
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Stone House and Outbuildings

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

6578
Talunga
246/390

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Trevor D. Mueller
PO Box 6
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Photographs:

FilmNo.
Negative No.

2
23 - 29
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD08

Site Description:

Farm Ruins
Mueller Road
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Ruins of early stone farm buildings.
Historical This farm is located on one ofthe sections granted to George Fife Angas in 1841 and later
leased to tenant farmers. In the 1853 Talunga District Council Assessment Records this
section is described as being occupied by a Mr Ungerr and as having one hut erected
thereon.
The Zadow family purchased the section in 1882, and the original farm buildings were
occupied by descendants of this family until the early 1930s. Only the ruins of a stone
chimney remain of the original thatched, half timbered cottage, but a number of
outbuildings are still standing and these give a clear indication of the early layout of the
farm.
References G. Young et al. Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984).
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No :

BD08

Site Description:

Farm Ruins
Mueller Road
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

Mueller Road
BIRDWOOD SA

Description:

Ruined Stone Buildings

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title:

6577
Talunga
2405/35

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Mr. A.M. Mieglich
c/- Post Office,
Birdwood S.A. 5234

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

C03
13
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD 09

Site Description:

'Ivynook Cottage' (Fonner Post Office and Store)
MannumRoad
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Asymmetrical two room building of random stone with rendered quoins . Some walls are of
rough hewn timber framing with stone and brick infill. The south wall has a chambered
comer which has a pair of doors. These doors serviced the shop. There is another door on
the west wall which used to serve the house. The windows are sixteen pane timber
casement type. The roof is corrugated galvanised iron clad, bell-hipped with a sheer pitch,
and a skillion verandah supporting timber posts on two sides. The north wall has a
substantial chimney. There are many alterations to the rear.
Historical This building was built before 1855, when it was leased by C.C. Rathmann to E .
Burgmann and W. Gaf as a general store. In 1864, Burgmann sold it to H. Henzenroder, a
chemist of Adelaide, whose brother Carl ran it as an apothecary's from 1865 . From 1855
to 1861 this building may have served as Blumberg's first Post Office. This building,
together with the former Travellers' Inn, were the core of a settlement called Fromms, and
is important because of its links with Birdwood's early pioneering businessmen and
commercial history.
References G. Young et al, Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984).
National Trust of South Australia: Recorded File No. 2686
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY
Survey Place No :

BD09

Site Description:

'Ivynook Cottage' (Former Post Office and Store)
MannumRoad
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

MannumRoad
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Map sheet:

Onkaparinga 6628 - 2

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

6578
Talunga
1943/166

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

P.G. Theunisen & C.A. Ashton
P .O. Box 134
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

13
25
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD 12

Site Description:

Former Shop and House
Church Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural A symmetrically fronted gable-ended building of stone construction with timber battened
door and timber casement windows to the front and sides. The roof is clad with corrugated
galvanised iron with a slcillion roof section of same materials at the rear. An external wall
is constructed of wattle and daub and the ceiling panels are of mud and straw.

Historical The building was operated as a store by the Klose family at the tum of the century, and
was closed in 1917.

References G. Young et al Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984) pp. 20, 193, 199-200.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD 12

Site Description:

Former Shop and House
Church Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

Church Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Stone Building

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

6586
Talunga

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

J .E. & L.M. Cashen
P.O. Box 180
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

14
5
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD 13

Site Description:

House
Church Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural A recently restored simple gable-ended building of random bluestone. The skillion roof
addition is in similar materials . The timber casement windows are placed symmetrically in
the front facade. A brick chimney is evident in the rear additions.

Historical This house retains its high pitched roof, which was commonly employed in early German
houses throughout the State. It is important as it represents the German heritage of the
Birdwood area.

References G. Young et al Birdwood- Old Blumberg ( 1984), pp. 22, 175 .
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD 13

Site Description:

House
Church Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

Church Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

6586
Talunga
409/142

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

J. E. Williams
P.O. Box 170
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

14
6
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD 14

Site Description:

Shop and House ('Birdwood Cottage')
Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural A recently restored simple gable-ended building of random stone with shop to the main
street. The gable roof is clad in corrugated iron. Timber casement windows are placed
symmetrically in the front facade.

Historical This early shop and house contributes to the general historic character of Shannon Street.

References G. Young et al Birdwood- Old Blumberg {1984)
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD 14

Site Description:

Shop and House ('Birdwood Cottage')
Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Stone Shop and House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Mrs. P. Marshall
'Birdwood Cottage'
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

100
6587
Talunga
4318/805

14
12
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD 15

Site Description:

House
33 Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural -

A late 19th century asymmetrical villa of neatly crafted random bluestone with rendered
quoins and chimneys. The projected gable-end has a circular vent, paired sash windows,
and a timber finial. The front verandah is corrugated galvanised iron in an ogee profile,
and is supported on a timber post with iron lace brackets. The main roof is hipped
corrugated galvanised iron. The barge board on the gable-end is very ornamental.
Historical -

This building is a well maintained example of a late 19th century stone villa, and
contributes to the streetscape of Shannon Street.
References -

G. Young et al Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984} pp . 20, 191
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD 15

Site Description:

House
33 Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

33 Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

6587
Talunga
2066/131

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

W . J. & M.G. Lange
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

14
17

lSO_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _...c...meracha heritage survey

GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD 16

Site Description:

Former Primary School
Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Traditional school building of random stone construction with red brick quoins. A
symmetrically fronted residence is attached to the school rooms. The school rooms with
corrugated galvanised iron roof have been constructed in stages and have prominent vents
on the roof.
HistoricalThe Primary School was built in 1877 -78, by Patrick Hynes, who was also responsible for
the building ofthe Post Office in 1885. This building was opened in 1878, and marked an
expansion of the number of students attending school in Blumberg.
The first school in Blumberg was probably the Lutheran School, which was operating in
1852. It was closed in 1917 as a result ofthe First World War and never re-opened.
References G . Young et al Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984) pp .20, 97, 101, 218, 227.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD 16

Site Description:

Fonner Primary School
Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Stone Public Building

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Minister of Education
31 Flinders Street
ADELAIDE SA 5000

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

41
6588
Talunga
4257/544

14
16
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD 17

Site Description:

Fonner Shop and House
Cnr. Cromer Road and Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural The facade and ornate rendered parapet of this building is completely rendered and its
construction materials are not evident. The building is surrounded by a verandah, which is
raised from Shannon Street, and has a concave corrugated galvanised iron roof. There is a
19th century shop window at one end of three sections, with turned, semi-circular timber
heads. Some of the facade has been altered, but the distinctive shop windows make it
recognisable.

Historical This building is believed to have been the workshop and display place for Conrad Sturm.
Sturm worked as a joiner and undertaker, and was a very prominent citizen in early
Blumberg.

References G. Young et al Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984), p. 20, 98, 196, 213.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD 17

Site Description:

Former Shop and House
Cnr. Cromer Road and Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

Cnr. Cromer Road and Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Stone Building

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

14
6595
Talunga
4225/843

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

M.F., J.P., D.P. & J.K. Dew
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

13
34
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD 18

Site Description:

Birdwood Primary School (Former 'Pflaum House')
Cnr. Shannon and Martha Streets
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Large symmetrically fronted house, constructed of random bluestone with red brick quoins,
chimneys and decorative courses. It has timber sash windows. It has a concave corrugated
galvanised iron verandah on three sides, supported on timber posts with ornate iron
winding brackets and valance. The main roof is hipped corrugated galvanised iron. The
house is now part of Birdwood Primary School. The new brick buildings do not detract
from the amenity of the area, and enhance the streets cape.
Historical Towards the tum of the century H.A.T. Pflaum built a new home on the comer of Shannon
Street and Martha Street. This large stone house included separate servants quarters and
extensive gardens which spreads over four allotments of the subdivision laid out on part
Section 6588 in 1896.

H.A.T. (Thea) Pflaum came to Blumberg in 1869 to join his brother Fritz in business, and
they continued their partnership until 1897, when Fritz took up a seat in the Legislative
Assembly. From then on, Thea was in charge of the Pflaum's milling complex in
Blumberg. The Pflaum House is therefore important for its association with one of the two
Pflaum brothers, both of whom had a major impact on the town during the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries in terms of social and economic leadership.
References G. Young et al Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984).
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD 18

Site Description:

Birdwood Primary School (Former 'Pflaum House')
Cnr. Shannon and Martha Streets
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

Cnr. Shannon and Martha Streets
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Stone Building

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Minister of Education
31 Flinders Street
ADELAIDE SA 5000

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

40, 3
6588
Talunga
4257/544

14
29
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD 19

Site Description:

Mill Manager's House
Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Symmetrical four roomed house of lined random bluestone walling with red brick quoins
and chimneys. There is a hipped corrugated galvanised iron roof and bullnosed verandah
to the front.

Historical This house opposite the Mill, was constructed as the residence for its manager.

References G. Young et al Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984).
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD 19

Site Description:

Mill Manager's House
Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Mrs. Pat Marshall
C/- Post Office
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

2, 4
6587
Talunga
4395/886

15
03
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD20

Site Description:

Former House
Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural A late 19th century asymmetrical villa of neatly crafted random bluestone with red brick
quoins and chimneys. The projected gable-end has a circular vent, paired sash windows
and a fluted timber barge and finial. The front verandah is concave corrugated galvanised
iron and supported on timber posts with ornate iron valance and brackets. The main roof
is hipped corrugated galvanised iron.
Historical This building contributes to the streetscape of Shannon Street in a continuous precinct of
buildings of similar age.
References G. Young et al Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984) p. 192.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD20

Site Description:

Former House
Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

StoneHouse

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

R.B. & M.G. Rippen
P.O. Box 90
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

3
6587
Talunga
2729/147

14
8
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD21

Site Description:

Former Butter Factory ('Meribah')
Cromer Road
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural -

Two-storeyed, gable-ended building of random stone construction with red brick quoins
and bevelled plinth. There are three attic windows which have been introduced when the
building was converted from a butter factory to a residence. The windows are timber
sashes and the front door has two leaves. There is a bullnosed corrugated galvanised iron
verandah to the front, and the roof is also of corrugated galvanised iron. The stables are
constructed of random rubble stonework with red brick quoins. The windows are semicircular arched. There is also a two-storeyed section which may be an addition.
Historical -

This building was originally used as a butter factory. It was built by Ben Stein in 1907,
but the venture failed after only one year, and was subsequently converted to a residence.
References -

G. Young et al Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984), pp. 215, 287-288.
National Trust of South Australia File No. 2260.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD21

Site Description:

Former Butter Factory ('Meribah')
Cromer Road
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

Cromer Road
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Two-Storey Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

P .H.M. Henry
P.O. Box 120
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

2
6595
Talunga
41291161

13
35
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD22

Site Description:

Former 'Theo Pflaum' House
Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Gable-ended house of random bluestone stonework with roughly cut stone quoins. There
are two doors and three timber sash windows at the front which suggest that the building
may have been extended at some time, or used as a shop. The roof is clad with corrugated
galvanised iron, and there is an ogee verandah at the front. The verandah floor has the
original large square tiles in red and white, in addition to some patterned encaustic tiles.
There is a skillion roof addition to the rear.
Historical This is the earlier of two houses built by H.A.T. Pflaum. It was built in two stages, as can
be seen from the description. A later house built by Pflaum still exists as part of the
Birdwood High School.
H.A.T. (known as Theo) Pflaum came to Blumberg in 1869 to join his brother Fritz in
business, and they continued their partnership until 1897, when Fritz took up a seat in the
Legislative Assembly. From then on, Theo was in charge of the Pflaum's milling complex
in Blumberg. This house is therefore important for its association with one of the two
Pflaum brothers, both of whom had a major impact on the town during the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries in terms of social and economic leadership.
References G. Young et al Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984) pp. 188-190.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD22

Site Description:

Former 'Theo Pflaum' House
Shannon Street

BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

Shannon Street

BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Stone Cottage

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

6587
Talunga
5116/562

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

S. Saunders, R.P. & I. J. Sorrensen, M. Saunders &
R. J. Homer
31 Shannon Street

BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

14
18, 19
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD23

Site Description:

Birdwood Post Office
Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural This building is built of bluestone construction with red brick quoins. The main roof is
hipped corrugated galvanised iron with a concave verandah to the front. There is a
rendered frieze section below the eaves, with paired brackets.
Historical Following agitation from Blumberg's residents, a new Post Office was constructed in 1885,
the builder being Patrick Hynes. Hynes was a prominent local landowner and businessman who was also responsible for building the Blumberg and Mount Pleasant Schools in
1877.
The new building replaced the previous Post Office located in the Pflaum's general store.
Blumberg's current Post Office has thus been in continuous use for nearly 100 years and is
important for reflecting the social development of the town in its second major historical
period, 1872- 1914.
References G. Young et al Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984).
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD23

Site Description:

Birdwood Post Office
Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Stone cottage

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

M.A. & N.E.D. Taylor

3
6587
Talunga
4087/323

P .O. Box 200
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

14
9
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD24

Site Description:

Birdwood Institute
Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural A symmetrical building built in stages. The facade is in the Classical style, with block
quoins, semi-circular window and door heads, projected head course with paired dentils
and an arched pediment. The walls are constructed of random bluestone with rendered
quoins. The front walls have a parapet concealing the roof. To the west a section was
built after 1906, which imitated the main front entry's Classically arched openings. There
is a large hall to the rear which was added in 1906. It is built of random bluestone
construction with brick quoins. This section has a hipped roof with semi-gables.
Historical Built in 1884-85, the Blumberg Institute reflected the further social development of the
town in the period 1872 - 1914. The Institute was constructed by Conrad Sturm, a local
cabinet maker and builder, and served the Blumberg community as a library, town hall,
theatre, church and Sunday School (for the Baptist Congregation which was found in
1911).
In 1906 the Institute was enlarged by the addition of a large hall to the rear of the building,
which served a variety of uses and social occasions. It also functioned as the venue for the
Blumberg High School during the years 1909-1916 and again during the 1920s.
The Institute is important for its strong links with the community life of Birdwood for a
period of nearly 100 years.
References G. Young et al Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984).

gumeracha heritage survey_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ 167

GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD24

Site Description:

Birdwood Institute
Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Stone Public Building

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

6587
Talunga
4145/614

LGA:

District Council of Gurneracha

Owner:

District Council of Gurneracha
P.O. Box 1
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

14
14
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD26

Site Description:

Cottage
Lot G, Olivedale Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural Substantially altered, synunetrically fronted two roomed cottage with low pitch hipped
corrugated galvanised iron roof and skillion verandah to front. The walls have been
rendered, but where the render has deteriorated, a large, roughly hewn timber comer post
and a portion of mud and straw infill panel are evident. The lack of cross members in this
position tends to indicate that this building may be an example of post construction.

Historical The simple detailing of this building suggests that it may be an example of post
construction, which was a simple technique commonly used during the earliest period of
settlement.
The western half of Section 6594, (which later became part of the settlement of
Oliventhal) was purchased from George Fife Angas by Johann Carl Aberle in 1857, and in
the following year he sold two acres (forming part allotment G) to Gustav Adolf
Weidenbach.
Weidenbach purchased the remaining three and a quarter acres of allotment Gin 1861, and
it is likely that he was responsible for building this cottage.
References G. Young et al Birdwood - Old Blumberg (1984).
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD26

Site Description:

Cottage
Lot G, Olivedale Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

Lot G, Olivedale Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Timber and Pug Cottage

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gurneracha

Owner:

Mrs . W .G. Roberts
Mount Torrens Road
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

3
6594
Talunga
5082/766

14
25

•
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD27

Site Description:

Former Railway Employee's House
54 Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Symmetrical house of random bluestone with rendered block quoins. There is a new
hipped corrugated galvanised iron roof, and a bullnose return verandah at the front and
both side elevations. There are also two brick chimneys.
Historical This is one of a pair of almost identical houses which appear to have been built for senior
employees, (one of whom was the Blumberg Station master) of the South Australian
Railways, either during, or shortly after the completion of the Balhanoah-Mount Pleasant
railway line in late 1918.
These buildings illustrate the importance of the railway at Blumberg, which along with
improved communication by road, overshadowed and eventually supplanted other forms of
transport such as the coaching service, which ceased in 1921.
References G. Young et al Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984).
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD27

Site Description:

Former Railway Employee's House
54 Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

54 Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

P. & L.A. Gamer
P.O. Box 383

1
6599
Talunga
5086/171

BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

14
27
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD28

Site Description:

Former Railway Employee's House
56 Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Symmetrical house of random bluestone with red brick quoins. There is a hipped
corrugated galvanised iron roof, with a bullnose return verandah at the front and both side
elevations. There are also two brick chimneys.

Historical This is one of a pair of almost identical houses which appear to have been built for senior
employees, (one of whom was the Blumberg Station Master) of the South Australian
Railways, either during, or shortly after the completion of the Balhannah-Mount Pleasant
railway line in late 1918.

References G. Young et al Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984).
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD28

Site Description:

Former Railway Employee's House
56 Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

56 Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

K.R. Harnett
P.O. Box 85
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Photographs:

FilmNo.
Negative No.

10
6588
Talunga
3959/ 145

14
26
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD29

Site Description:

House, 'Aberfoyle'
52 Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Large bungalow style residence with surrounding verandah supported on large pillars with
a hipped corrugated galvanised iron roof. The walls are covered with a pebble-dash render.
The house has a half timbered gable at the front, and a half timbered gable in the verandah.
Timber windows are in triple casement with leadlight panels at the top.

Historical An unique example within the Gumeracha District Council of early bungalow construction
which contributes to the overall streetscape.

References -
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD29

Site Description:

House, 'Aberfoyle'
52 Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

52 Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA

Description:

Stone Bungalow House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Mr. B. Knuckey
52 Shannon Street,
Birdwood SA 5234

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

8
6588
Tulunga
1108/82

14
26
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD30

Site Description:

Cottage
10 Talunga Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Two roomed bluestone cottage with central doorway and symmetrically placed timber sash
windows on each side at the front. A red brick chimney is evident through a hipped
corrugated galvanised iron roof. The verandah has a bullnosed profile and is clad with
corrugated galvanised iron, partially enclosed, and there is a later skillion roof addition to
the rear.

Historical During the 1890s the Birdwood district saw a steady increase in local gold mining and
there was a subsequent increase in the demand for accommodation. In 1896, 32 new
housing allotments were created when C.A. Neumann subdivided part Section 6588.
During the latter part of the 1890s, Mr. J.E. Bleeze was responsible for the construction of
a row of identical houses along Talunga Street, the influx of miners having created an ideal
opportunity for a speculative housing development of this kind. Most of these houses are
still standing and although they have been altered over the years, their original form can
still be identified.

References G. Young et al Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984).
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD30

Site Description:

Cottage
10 Talunga Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

10 Talunga Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Stone Cottage

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gurneracha

Owner:

M.W. & H. M. Schapel
P.O. Box 207
TANUNDA SA 5352

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

28
6588
Talunga
4263/880

14
31
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD 31

Site Description:

Cottage
12 Talunga Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Two roomed bluestone cottage with central doorway and symmetrically placed new
aluminium windows on each side at the front. A red brick chimney is evident through a
hipped corrugated galvanised iron roof. The verandah is lean-to corrugated galvanised
iron, and there is a later skillion roof addition to the rear.
Historical During the 1890s the Birdwood district saw a steady increase in local gold mining and
there was a subsequent increase in the demand for accommodation. In 1896, 32 new
housing allotments were created when C.A. Neumann subdivided part Section 6588 .
During the latter part of the 1890s, Mr. J.E. Bleeze was responsible for the construction of
a row of identical houses along Talunga Street, the influx of miners having created an ideal
opportunity for a speculative housing development of this kind. Most of these houses are
still standing and although they have been altered over the years, their original form can
still be identified.
References G. Young et al Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984).
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD 31

Site Description:

Cottage
12 Talunga Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

12 Talunga Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Stone Cottage

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Mrs. I.L. Maloney
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

27
6588
Talunga
809/76

14
32
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD32

Site Description:

Cottage
14 Talunga Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Two roomed bluestone cottage with central doorway and symmetrically placed timber sash
windows on each side at the front. A red brick chimney is evident through a hipped
corrugated galvanised iron roof. The verandah is lean-to corrugated galvanised iron, and
there is a later skillion roof addition to the rear.
Historical During the 1890s the Birdwood district saw a steady increase in local gold mining and
there was a subsequent increase in the demand for accommodation. In 1896, 32 new
housing allotments were created when C.A. Neumann subdivided part Section 6588.
During the latter part of the 1890's, Mr. J.E. Bleeze was responsible for the construction of
a row of identical houses along Talunga Street, the influx of miners having created an ideal
opportunity for a speculative housing development of this kind. Most of these houses are
still standing and although they have been altered over the years, their original form can
still be identified.
References G. Young et al Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984).

gumeracha heritage survey_ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _181

GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD 32

Site Description:

Cottage
14 Talunga Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

14 Talunga Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Stone Cottage

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

J.G. & C.P. Hartwell
P.O. Box 392
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

26
6588
Talunga
4347/578

14
33
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD33

Site Description:

Cottage
16 Talunga Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural -

Two roomed bluestone cottage with central doorway and symmetrically placed timber sash
windows on each side at the front. A red brick chimney is evident through a hipped
corrugated galvanised iron roof. There is a projected extension in similar materials to the
east side. The verandah between the projection at the front is lean-to corrugated galvanised
iron, and there is a later skillion roof addition to the rear.
Historical -

During the 1890s the Birdwood district saw a steady increase in local gold mining and
there was a subsequent increase in the demand for accommodation. In 1896, 32 new
housing allotments were created when C.A. Neumann subdivided part Section 6588.
During the latter part of the 1890s, Mr. J.E. Bleeze was responsible for the construction of
a row of identical houses along Talunga Street, the influx of miners having created an ideal
opportunity for a speculative housing development of this kind. Most of these houses are
still standing and although they have been altered over the years, their original form can
still be identified.
References -

G. Young et al Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984).
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Survey Place No:

BD33

Site Description:

Cottage
16 Talunga Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

16 Talunga Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Stone Cottage

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

E.M. & Y.M. Gaston
P .O. Box 159
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.
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6588
Talunga
809/77
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34

meracha heritage survey

GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD 34

Site Description:

'Rose Cottage'
18 Talunga Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Two roomed bluestone cottage with central doorway and symmetrically placed timber sash
windows on each side at the front. A red brick chimney is evident through a hipped tiled
roof. The verandah on three sides is also tiled, and there is a later skillion roof addition to
the rear.
Historical During the 1890s the Birdwood district saw a steady increase in local gold mining and
there was a subsequent increase in the demand for accommodation. In 1896, 32 new
housing allotments were created when C.A. Neumann subdivided part Section 6588.
During the latter part of the 1890s, Mr. J.E. Bleeze was responsible for the construction of
a row of identical houses along Talunga Street, the influx of miners having created an ideal
opportunity for a speculative housing development of this kind. Most of these houses are
still standing and although they have been altered over the years, their original form can
still be identified.
References G. Young et al Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984).
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Survey Place No:

BD34

Site Description:

'Rose Cottage'
18 Talunga Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

18 Talunga Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Stone Cottage

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumera~ha

Owner:

P .V. Polingbroke
18 Talunga Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

24
6588
Talunga
20611163

14
30

186_ __ _ _ __ __ _ __ __ _ __ __ __ _ _..c..meracha heritage survey

GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD 35

Site Description:

Former Bismark Hotel
27 Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Hipped roof building constructed of random stonework. There are two entry doors, three
timber casement windows and two sash windows are evident on the front (south) facade.
The building has a concave corrugated galvanised iron verandah to the south and west
sides supported on timber posts. The verandah has large red and black tiles with some
encaustic tiles and a timber trap-door.
Historical In 1870, gold was discovered by a German farmer on his property outside of Blumberg.
This was the beginning of a mining boom for the town which was to last until about 1873.
During these few years the population of Blumberg increased, leading to the opening of a
third hotel, the 'Bismark', in 1871. With the decline in mining activity in the mid 1870s
two of the hotels, the 'Bismark' and the 'Travellers Rest', had applications for the renewals
of their licences refused in 1873. This left the Blumberg Hotel to function as the town's
sole hotel.
The importance of the former Bismark hotel lies in its association with Blumberg's first
mining boom and the impact it had on the town.
References:
R. Lapins "A Short History ofBirdwood and its Hotels", Student Project, (1982) School of
Architecture and Building, S .A. I. T.
G. Young et al. Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984). pp. 194, 211.
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Survey Place No:

BD35

Site Description:

Fonner Bismark Hotel
27 Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

27 Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Stone Public House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

6587
Talunga
4062/688

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

J.C.T. & C.F. Tan
C/- Post Office
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

14
20
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Survey Place No:

BD36

Site Description:

Former Blacksmith's Shop
William Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Simple gable-ended building of random stone construction. The main facade has a timber
slab door and a timber casement window. It has a corrugated galvanised iron clad roof.

Historical Several blacksmiths' shops operated in and around Blumberg, but only one is still standing.
1bis is located near to the intersection between Mount Torrens - Birdwood Road, and the
Mannum - Adelaide Road, and continued to be used as a blacksmith's shop until the early
1950s. At this time it was run by Arthur Edwin Promnitz, whose father Gustav Promnitz,
had purchased the site in 1898. Although it is no longer laid out as a blacksmith's shop, it
still represents an important element of the early settlement which continued well into this
century.

References G. Young et al Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984).
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Survey Place No:

BD36

Site Description:

Former Blacksmith's Shop
William Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

William Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Stone Cottage

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

6595
Talunga
1662/169

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

R. & B.M. Klose
P .O. Box 140
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

14
35
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Survey Place No:

BD37

Site Description:

St. Matthew's Catholic Church
Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural St. Matthew's Catholic Church is a simple gable-ended building constructed of stone with a
porch to the front and vestry to the rear of the main body of the church. There are four
lancet shaped windows to each side of the church. The front gable has an extension which
houses a bell with a circular vent with quatrefoil emblem. There is a simple gable-ended
hall to the rear of similar construction. The former manse has been replaced by a recent
(1970s) concrete brick house.
Historical Opened in 1867, the Blumberg Catholic Church was built on land donated Mrs. Mary
O'Dea of Mount Pleasant and illustrated the presence of a small but active Irish element in
the Talunga district.
The church was originally part of the Mount Barker parish and served a scattered
congregation in a 15 miles radius from Chain of Ponds/Kersbrook in the south to Mount
Pleasant in the north.

In 1895 the district of Blumberg and a part of the parish of Kapunda were combined to
form a new parish, with a permanent priest being stationed at Blumberg to serve the area.
In 1898 a large manse was built to house the priest.
St. Matthew's Catholic Church is significant for being associated with the early history of
the Catholic Church in South Australia, and for representing the influence of one of the
smaller 'ethnic' groups in the Talunga area. [The manse is also a significant for showing
the growth in importance of the Blumberg Church in latter years.]
References G. Young et al Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984).

gumeracha heritage survey_ _ _ __ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ __ __ __ __ __ _ _191

GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD 37

Site Description:

St. Matthew's Catholic Church
Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Stone Church

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

6587
Talunga
3248/123

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Catholic Church Endowment Society
39 Wakefield Street,
Adelaide SA 5000

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

14
7
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Survey Place No:

BD38

Site Description:

Blumberg Hotel
Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Two storeyed symmetrically fronted hotel of bluestone construction with rendered quoins.
The windows are timber sash type. There is a balcony verandah to the Shannon Street
facade, which has cast iron railing and embellishments. There is also a rendered header
course with paired dentils above the verandah. This front section was constructed between
1875 - 1882, and it was at this time that the name was changed from the 'Napoleon
Bonaparte Hotel' to the 'Blumberg Hotel'. To the rear of this section is a single storey part
known as the 'meeting room'. This section is constructed of random local stone with stone
reveals and quoins. It is a large room with vaulted lath and plaster ceiling inside a steeply
pitched corrugated galvanised iron (formerly timber shingle) roof.
Historical The second hotel in Blumberg was the 'Napoleon Bonaparte' which was built opposite the
flour mill on part Section 6587. Carl Christian Rathmann purchased this site from Johann
Christlieb Mandel in June 1856, paying £64 for approximately 5 acres of land. During
1856, Rathmann became the first licensee of the 'Napoleon Bonaparte', which was a single
storey building with a shingle roof. A meeting hall was also built on the site and this is
now located at the rear of the present two storey structure.
In 1873, the applications for the renewal of the licences of the 'Travellers Inn' (1853-1873)
and the 'Bismark Hotel' (1871 -1873) were refused and the 'Napoleon Bonaparte' became
Blumberg's only hotel. During 1885 the meeting hall was used regularly as the meeting
place of the Talunga District Council, although it has apparently been used for a number of
other purpose such as a Saturday morning market place, living quarters for the hotel maids
and a dining room.

Various references are also made to early settlers of the Blumberg Township and District
having served in the Army of Napoleon Bonaparte, having been conscripted from the
Silesian State in which they lived prior to emigration to Australia. It is therefore probable
that the original name of the hotel came from this connection.
Between 1875 and 1882 the hotel was considerably enlarged, with a two storeyed section,
and joining the original buildings together. At the same time the name of the hotel was
changed to 'The Blumberg Hotel'.
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Survey Place No:

BD 38

Site Description:

Blumberg Hotel
Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

In 1880 the licence ofthe hotel was taken by Mrs. Clausen, who was to hold it until 1908.
She became a leading citizen of the Town, and the Blumberg Hotel became a regular
stopping place for cyclists during the cycling boom of the 1890s and early 1900s.
Numerous contemporary photographs exist showing Mrs. Clausen entertaining cycling
parties at this time, while later photographs taken during the period 1900 to 1908, show
that the Blumberg Hotel was an equally popular stopping place for pioneer motorists and
motor-cyclists.
The Blumberg Hotel was a regular stopping place for Rounsevell & Co., Cobb & Co., and
Hill & Co. Coaches plying between Mt. Pleasant and Adelaide, and in the period from
1900 to 1914 the hotel was the headquarters of the Blumberg Town Band, which became
one of the more successful German town bands of the Barossa and surrounding districts.
References G. Young et al Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984).
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Survey Place No:

BD 38

Site Description:

Blumberg Hotel
Shannon Street,
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Two- Storey Hotel

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

6507
Talunga
4377/84

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

G & G DiFabio & MA Papillo &EF Altamura
87 Old Port Road
QUEENSTOWN SA 5014

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

14
18, 19
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Survey Place No:

BD 39

Site Description:

Shop and House
Cor. Cromer Road/Olivedale Street,
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Asymmetrical building of random stonework with brick quoins. The corner which
addresses the intersection has a large window in it There are further large shop windows
on the Olivedale Street facade. The roof is hipped corrugated galvanised iron with a
skillion verandah to both street frontages .

Historical By the 1920s motor and rail transport had virtually eliminated the need for horse drawn
parcel and passenger services. However, prior to this time it appears that Oliventhal was a
regular overnight stop for teamsters travelling between Mannum and Adelaide and at one
stage the house and shop on the north-eastern corner of Cromer Road and Olivedale Street
provided meals, accommodation and stabling facilities for these people. The site was
purchased by a wine merchant, Ignazio Descovich in 1867, and it is likely that part of the
premises were used for commercial purposes from this time. During the early part of this
century it was not only an overnight stop for teamsters, but also included a general store
and wineshop in the front corner room. The main building is now a house and shop and its
layout has been altered significantly over the years. The stone stables and a small stone
cottage are still standing in the grounds.

References G. Young et al Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984).
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Survey Place No:

BD39

Site Description:

Shop and House
Cnr. Cromer Road/Olivedale Street,
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

Cromer Road/Olivedale Street,
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Stone Shop and House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gurneracha

Owner:

Mr. G. & Mrs. L. Wright
P.O. Box 265,
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

A, H&P
6594
Talunga
4398 I 776

13
33
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Survey Place No:

BD40

Site Description:

Fonner Maerschel's Garage
Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural This building is constructed mainly with mini-profile corrugated galvanised iron cladding
and has large shop windows. The building is in three bays with a central gable-ended
portion and skillion roofs to each side. A petrol bowser still exists on the street. The roof
is clad with corrugated iron on a simple gable roof fonn with skillion roofs to each side.
Historical Fonnerly known as Maerschel's Garage, this group consists of two buildings, a house and
a garage. It is believed that Carl Friedrich Maerschel established a wheelwright business
on this site in 1855, but it was not until 1860 that he purchased the land (3.5 acres) from
J.C . Handel. The original dwelling was a small half-timbered cottage, but during the latter
part of the century this became the rear portion of a new stone cottage, which was built to
align with the footpath. As the half-timbered cottage has been completely relined
internally, only the side elevations now express the original fonn of the building. C.F .
Maerschel died in 1864, but the business remained in the family and was eventually taken
over by his son Gustav Adolph Maerschel who was a cabinet maker, wheelwright, coach
builder, contract builder, undertaker and insurance agent. Maerschel's was the first motor
garage in Birdwood and the family later became agents for motor bikes and Ford cars. The
building is now an antique dealership.
References G. Young et al Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984) .

gumeracha heritage survey_ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ __ __ _ _ _ _ _199

GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD40

Site Description:

Fonner Maerschel's Garage
Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Corrugated Iron Shop

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

6587
Talunga
4027/663

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

T.B. & V. Harrison
P.O. Box 60
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

14
21
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Survey Item No:

BD 41
Former Pflaum Shop and Store Room
Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural There are two sections to this building.
1. The original portion (now restored) is of randomly placed local stone with roughly cut
stone quoins . It also has two portions . The eastern half (the oldest) is constructed of
smaller stones, has a central doorway set below street level (accessed by steps) and
higher casement windows with red brick arches above them. The western portion has a
larger entry also accessed by steps, with a large multi-paned window to each side.
These windows also have brick arches above them. There is a red brick header course
above the stonework and a brick parapet to the street facade. The roof is hipped
corrugated galvanised iron.
2. The newer portion has also been well restored. It has a gable-end which faces the
street and a cantilevered canopy with pressed metal soffit lining. Large 1940s style
shop windows lead back to a recessed doorway.

Historical This shop/house was probably built by Franz Bevilaqua in 1860 on one of the nine
allotments created by Gottlob Blumel's subdivision of Section 6587 in that year.
Bevilaqua's general store also functioned as Blumberg's second post-office, with Bevilaqua
being the town's postmaster from 1861 to 1868, when he sold his concern to F.J.T. Fritz
Pflaum. After the Pflaum Brothers took over the store, it continued as a post office until
1885 when a new building was constructed to house the service. The store itself remained
in the Pflaum family until1968, when it became part of the Birdwood Mill Museum.
Thus, the building known as the Pflaum shop, is significant for its association with F.M.H.
Bevilaqua and F .J.T. Pflaum, both of whom played an important role in the economic
development of Blumberg. It is also significant as an example of a family business that
continued in operation for 100 years, 1868-1968.

References State Heritage Branch: File No 10527
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Survey Item No:

BD 41

Site Record:

Former Pflaum Shop and Store Room
Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Stone Store

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

6587
Talunga
2066/ 130

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

History Trust of South Australia
C/- Birdwood Mill Museum
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Photographs:

14
Film No.
Negative No. 23
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Survey Place No:

BD42

Site Description:

Lutheran Church and Cemetery Complex
Church Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural There are four major buildings in the formally arranged group:

A. CHURCH:
The church is built in the Gothic Revival style. It has a gable-ended building with a porch
at the front, and vestry extension at the rear. The building is constructed of random rubble
stonework which has been rendered with rendered quoins to openings. There are four bays
to the main wall of the church, separated by buttresses. Each bay contains a long, lancet
arched, stained glass window. The corrugated galvanised iron roof is supported on timber
scissor trusses.
B. SCHOOL:
The school is a simple building of pointed stonework. The windows have Classically
arched heads acting as fanlights, with the main body of the windows being twelve pane
timber casement type. The hipped roof is clad with corrugated galvanised iron.
C. TEACHER'S RESIDENCE:
The Teacher's Residence is constructed of bluestone with red brick quoins. Originally a
two roomed cottage, it has been extended with skillion roof additions. The original section
has a hipped corrugated galvanised iron roof and concave verandah on timber posts. The
windows are timber sash type.
D. MANSE:
The Manse is a stone building, painted and rendered over in many sections, with a brick
chimney and hipped corrugated galvanised roof. It has had many additions, such that the
original fabric is difficult to discern. The original portion still has the high pitched attic
roof, typical of early German settlers in Australia.
E. BELL TOWER:
The Bell Tower is made from substantial timber sections as posts, with cross-bracing on
four sides. It has a steeply pitched corrugated galvanised iron roof. The bell inside has the
following inscription embossed in it:
"VICKERS SONS & CO LIMITED
SHEFFIELD 1874 PATENT CAST STEEL 6226"
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Survey Place No:

BD42

Site Description:

Lutheran Church and Cemetery Complex
Church Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Historical -

In December 1853, Johann Gottlieb Blume! sold 3.5 acres of land in the north western
corner of Section 6586 to Johann Gottlieb Kalms, Johann Gottlieb Hoffman and Samual
Mueller "upon trust to permit an Evangelical Lutheran Church, schoolhouse and residence
to be erected there-on". The Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church was built on this
site in 1860 and it now forms part of an attractive group of stone buildings which are laid
out in a square around a large oak tree. Each of these buildings represents a different
style. The original portion of the manse is the only building to reflect the German origins
of early congregation, although this small cottage has since been enlarged by a villa end
and rear additions. The church itself is in an ecclesiastical Gothic style, while the school
building opposite is of a simple classical design. The fourth building of this group is the
teacher's residence, which is a typical late nineteenth century colonial house built of stone
with brick detailing.
The school was closed down in 1917 along with all other Lutheran day schools in South
Australia and has not been re-opened.
The other important element of the church yard is the bell tower. It would have been built
at least 15 years after the church and while economic reasons would have partly dictated its
design, it is also a modern reflection of an ancient Eastern European tradition which
developed from the early timber churches with their separate bell towers.
The Lutheran cemetery on Church Street is part of the second Lutheran church complex in
the Birdwood District. This site was purchased in 1853 and the last burial in the first
cemetery took place in 1854. In addition to the burial sites of many of early settlers, there
are also two sites marked by simple timber memorials. During the early years of
settlement this was a relatively common type of gravemarker because of the availability of
timber as compared to the availability and cost of suitable stone. However, only a few
have survived in South Australia, and on most, the inscriptions have become illegible.

Historically the church complex is important for its continuous associatiOn with the
Blumberg (Birdwood) community since 1854, and for being linked with the early
settlement ofthe area by German emigrants in the late 1840s and 1850s.
References G . Young et al Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984), p. 217.
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Survey Place No:

BD42

Site Description:

Lutheran Church and Cemetery Complex
Church Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

Church Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Church Complex

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

6586
Talunga
25041124

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Holy Cross Lutheran Church Inc.
P.O. Box26
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

14
01-04
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Survey Place No:

BD44

Site Description:

Cottage
Olivedale Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Timber framed cottage with corrugated iron cladding the facade. There are cast iron
brackets to the concave verandah. An enclosed addition has been built to the front.
Historical Tills cottage represents building techniques and use of materials uncommon to the
Birdwood area.
References -
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Survey Place No:

BD44

Site Description:

Cottage
Olivedale Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

Olivedale Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Corrugated Iron Cottage

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gurneracha

Owner:

J.H. Newby
P.O. Box 96
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

6
6594
Talunga
5097/448

13
29
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Survey Place No:

BD 45

Site Description:

'St. Albans House'
Pool Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Large villa style house with hipped roof and a bullnosed corrugated galvanised iron
verandah on three sides. Gable with lattice infill in verandah above central doorway.
Bluestone walls with brick quoins and chimney. Timber sash windows. Unusually roofed
bluestone outbuilding with red brick chimney.
Historical An attractive example of a late 19th century house which contributes considerably to the
historic townscape of Birdwood.

References -
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Survey Place No:

BD45

Site Description:

'St. Albans House'
Pool Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

Pool Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

J.R. & R.P.F. Fowden
P.O. Box 267
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.
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6589
Talunga
4131/262
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Survey Place No:

BD46

Site Description:

Cottage
Olivedale Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Early cottage comprising of two rooms . It has a steeply pitched corrugated iron roof and
skillion verandah. The masonry has been rendered and windows and doors replaced.

Historical This building is an example of building techniques common in the Birdwood district in its
earliest stages. It is in the section originally known as 'Oliventhal'.

References G. Young et al Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984).
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Survey Place No:

BD46

Site Description:

Cottage
Olivedale Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

Olivedale Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Stone Cottage

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

R

6594
Talunga
4034/864

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

E.R. Moore & J.A. Brown
P.O. Box 169
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

13
26
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD 48

Site Description:

Former Saddler's Store and Residence
Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Symmetrical house with hipped corrugated galvanised iron roof and lean-to verandah on
three sides. Constructed in stages, the original front two sections are of half timbered
construction, but has been compromised by later alterations. There is a rendered stone,
skillion roofed addition behind this section and a fibre cement sheet addition onto the stone
addition.

Historical Although the heritage value of this structure has been substantially compromised, it still
serves as an important element in the streetscape of Birdwood, and as an example of a halftimbered shop.

References . G. Young et al Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984) pp. 165, 169, 170
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Survey Place No:

BD48

Site Description:

Former Saddler's Store and Residence
Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Half Timbered House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

Pt 6587
Talunga

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:
Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

C03
18
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD49

Site Description:

House
Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Symmetrically fronted, gable-ended house, the original section of two rooms, with external
brick chimney on one gable wall. Originally of half-timbered construction, the integrity of
the structure has been compromised during repairs and rendering to the walls.

Historical Although substantially compromised, this building still serves as an example of the simple
forms of half-timbered houses favoured by early German settlers.

References G. Young et al Birdwood- Old Blumberg (1984) pp . 165, 170.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

BD49

Site Description:

House
Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Location:

Shannon Street
BIRDWOOD SA 5234

Description:

Half Timbered House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate ofTitle

LGA:

6587
Talunga

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:
Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

C03
19
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

CKOl

Site Description:

Millbrook Primary School
Sunninghill Road
CUDLEE CREEK SA 5232

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Ruins of five roomed residence and single room school building, probably built in the late
1870s. Walls are of local stone with neatly lined joints. There are red brick quoins to
openings and splayed header course at the plinth.
Historical Outside the building there is a plaque which reads:
"The Symonds and Caust Families Memorial to the pioneers ofEducation Millbrook School
John H. Ridge
1879-1894
Mary Belcher
1894 -1912
John F Davis
1913 -1917"
This school and teacher's residence building was constructed in the late 1870s, and is
representative of early government schools in the country, where the teacher would live
next to the school room. It was substantially destroyed by bush fire in 1983 (Ash
Wednesday) and now lies in ruins. It was nominated for State Heritage by local residents
in November that year to prevent its demolition. The new Millbrook Primary School is
located adjacent to the ruin. This site is of high local significance.
References State Heritage Branch File No. 12674.
National Trust of South Australia File.
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Survey Place No:

CK01

Site Description:

Millbrook Primary School
Sunninghill Road
CUDLEE CREEK SA 5232

Location:

Sunninghill Road
CUDLEE CREEK SA 5232

Description:

Five-Roomed House and Single Room School

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

6128, 6133
Para Wirra
3866117

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Minister of Education
31 Flinders Street
ADELAIDE SA 5000

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

12
17
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

CK02

Site Description:

Former Cold Store Manager's House
Gould Place
CUDLEE CREEK SA 5232

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural -

This dwelling is of triple fronted weatherboard construction with a hipped, tiled roof.
Recent extension to the western side are in sympathy with the existing house design.
Historical -

This house was one of four timber weatherboard houses built for the manager and
employees of the Cudlee Creek Cold Store. This was the manager's residence, and is
slightly larger than the others. The houses are significant for their relationship to the fruit
growing in the district. This has always been one of the prominent activities of the Cudlee
Creek district. The original Cold Store was opened in 1923, and extended in 1925. The
houses are also significant for their proximity and unifonnity, and their weatherboard
construction, which is relatively rare in the Gumeracha district.
References -

R. Sedsman, They Sowed the Seeds. Lutheran Publishing Adelaide, 1942.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

CK02

Site Description:

Former Cold Store Manager's House
Gould Place
CUDLEE CREEK SA 5232

Location:

Gould Place
CUDLEE CREEK SA 5232

Description:

Timber House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

19
6119

Talunga
5108/173

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

I. & S.M. Baines
Lot A, Gould Place
CUDLEE CREEK SA 5232

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

CK03

Site Description:

Former Cold Store Employee's House
Gould Place
CUDLEE CREEK SA 5232

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural -

Double fronted timber weatherboard house with gable-ended gable on porch. Central
doorway with window on each side. The windows are 12 paned sash type with timber
shutters.
Historical -

This house was one of four timber weatherboard houses built for the manager and
employees ofthe Cudlee Creek Cold Store. This was one of the employee's residence. The
houses are significant for their relationship to the fruit growing in the district. This has
always been one of the prominent activities of the Cudlee Creek district. The original Cold
Store was opened in 1923, and extended in 1925. The houses are also significant for their
proximity and uniformity, and their weatherboard construction, which is relatively rare in
the Gumeracha district.
References -
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Survey Place No:

CK03

Site Description:

Fonner Cold Store Employee's House
Gould Place
CUDLEE CREEK SA 5232

Location:

Gould Place
CUDLEE CREEK SA 5232

Description:

Timber House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gurneracha

Owner:

I.P.S. & D.K. Williamson
Gould Place
CUDLEE CREEK SA 5232

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

B
6119
Talunga
4195/720

4
36b
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

CK05

Site Description:

Former Cold-Store Employee's House
Gould Place
CUDLEE CREEK SA 5232

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Gable-ended with flat porch. There is a central doorway with a window on each side. The
windows are twelve paned sash type with timber shutters.
Historical This house was one of four timber weatherboard houses built for the manager This was
one of the employee's residence, and is slightly larger than the others. The houses are
significant for their relationship to the fruit growing in the district. This has always been
one of the prominent activities of the Cudlee Creek district. The original Cold Store was
opened in 1923, and extended in 1925. The houses are also significant for their proximity
and uniformity, and their weatherboard construction, which is relatively rare in the
Gumeracha district.
References R. Sedsman, They Sowed the Seeds, 1942.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

CK05

Site Description:

Former Cold-Store Employee's Residence
Gould Place
CUDLEE CREEK SA 5232

Location:

Gould Place
CUDLEE CREEK SA 5232

Description:

Timber House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Ms. S.J. Mooney
C/- Post Office
CUDLEE CREEK SA 5232

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

D
6119
Talunga
4055/827

7
2
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

CK06

Site Description:

Cudlee Creek Uniting Church
Gould Place
CUDLEE CREEK SA 5232

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural East-west orientated gable-ended building with extensions at both ends. These are a
rendered porch entry, with finial on the gable, the other a concrete block wall vestry area.
There are three lancet windows in each side, with receded quoins and ornate timber glazing
bars, with stained glass to the extreme edges. The external walls are crudely constructed of
limestone with a plinth at the bottom and a rendered course through the windows. The front
(west) wall has now been clad with fine fluted corrugated galvanised iron. The front gate
also has a timber finial.
Historical A stone church was built in the early days of the village by the late George Williams
Hannaford. On 22 May 18 81 the trustees of the Methodist Church decided to approach the
South Australian Company with a view to obtaining land for a new church. Land was
granted, and in December 1881, a tender for the erection of the church was accepted.
Mr. W. Kelly laid the foundation stone in January 1882, but owing to many difficulties the
opening services of the church did not take place until 17 December 1882, when the
opening services were conducted by Dr. Haggar.
The Cudlee Creek Uniting Church is important as a religious focal point to the local
community.
References -
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

CK06

Site Description:

Cudlee Creek Uniting Church
Gould Place
CUDLEE CREEK SA 5232

Location:

Gould Place
CUDLEE CREEK SA 5232

Description:

Stone and Iron Church

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

6119
Talunga
3964/126

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Uniting Church of Australia Property Trust
33 Pirie Street
Adelaide SA 5000

Photographs:

FilmNo.
Negative No.

4
32, 33, 34
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

CK08

Site Description:

Hoads Bridge
Gorge Road
CUDLEE CREEK SA 5232

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Concrete arched bridge.

Historical This bridge is significant as one of four South Australian arch bridges built on a principle
whereby light framed steel arches were first thrown across the span, used to support formwork and the fresh concrete, and then finally as reinforcement. This system is relatively
unusual in Australian bridge construction and is of considerable age for a concrete arch
bridge.

References Australian Heritage Commission File No. 015 176.

gumeracha heritage survey_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _--:227

GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

CK08

Site Description:

Hoads Bridge
Gorge Road
CUDLEE CREEK SA 5232

Location:

Gorge Road
CUDLEE CREEK SA 5232

Description:

Concrete Bridge

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

District Council of Gurneracha

Other Assessments:

Australian Heritage Commission File No. 015176.

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

Road Reserve

COl
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

FN 01

Site Description:

Former Post Office
Main Road
FORRESTON SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Attached dwellings constructed of painted random rubble stone with brick and stone quoins
to openings. Hipped roof with one central chimney. A cellar, accessed from the front os
evident. Multi-paned sash windows. There are two doors at the front of this building.
Two roomed separate stone extension to the rear.
Historical This house was probably constructed in the 1860s as a two room cottage. In 1861, Lot 10
was owned by Alexander Forrest and leased to Edward Hastwell. Hastwell subsequently
raised a large family and the current building may have been constructed for him. The
building to the rear was constructed by Thomas McCormick.
References -
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Survey Place No:

FN01

Site Description:

Fonner Post Office
Main Road
FORRESTON SA 5233

Location:

Main Road
FORRESTON SA 5233

Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

11, 12, 13
6026

Talunga
64/34

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

B. D. & M. R. C. Francis
PO Box 208
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Photographs:

Film No.2
Film No.4

Neg. 36
Neg. 1
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

FN02

Site Description:

Cottage
Lot 50, Jamieson Street
FORRESTON SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural -

Two roomed timber slab cottage with a large stone chimney to street end. Many
alterations, including new windows, door and verandah. Extension to northern end,
possibly of masonry.
Historical -

This house was probably constructed in the 1860s by Joseph Lloyd, and originally had a
thatched roof. It was later owned by John Dicken, and although compromised, is
significant for being one of the few remaining examples of timber slab construction in the
regiOn.
References -
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

FN02

Site Description:

Cottage
Lot 50, Jamieson Street
FORRESTON SA 5233

Location:

Lot 50, Jamieson Street
FORRESTON SA 5233

Description:

Timber Cottage

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Mrs M. A. Walker
Jamieson Street
FORRESTON SA 5233

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

50
6026
Talunga
4027/39

4
8, 9
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

FN03

Site Description:

House
Lot 29, Jamieson Street,
FORRESTON SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural -

House constructed of random stonework with brick surrounds.
double hipped roof. Surrounding verandah with some enclosures.

Galvanised iron clad

Historical -

This building was erected in the 1870s, and in 1883 was taken over by the Salem Baptist
Church at Gumeracha, to be used as the North Gumeracha Sunday School untill 901.
References -
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Survey Place No:

FN03

Site Description:

House
Lot 2,9 Jamieson Street,
FORRESTON SA 5233

Location:

Lot 29, Jamieson Street,
FORRESTON SA 5233

Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate or Title

28, 29

6506
Talunga
3310/191

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Mr Sandor P. Zakarias
FORRESTON SA 5233

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.
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Survey Place No:

FN04

Site Description:

House
Jamieson Street
FORRESTON SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Symmetrical four-roomed stone and brick house with hipped corrugated galvanised iron
roof and surrounding verandah. There is an addition to the rear constructed of timber.

Historical This house is much later than the original houses of Forreston; probably constructed in the
1880's. The building contributes to the heritage value of the Forreston township.

References -
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Survey Place No:

FN04

Site Description:

House
Jamieson Street
FORRESTON SA 5233

Location:

Jamieson Street
FORRESTON SA 5233

Map sheet:
AMG Reference:
Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

I.J. Sutton

47
6026
Talunga
4328/250

P.O. Box 127
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Photographs:

FilmNo.
Negative No.

4
6
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

FN05

Site Description:

'Crooks Cottage'
Agnes Street
FORRESTON SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Two attached two-roomed cottages, constructed of bluestone with dressed limestone
quoins. It has a hipped corrugated galvanised iron, constructed to form an M-shaped roof.
Modern extension of timber cladding to rear. There is also a rear skillion roof stone
extension, which may have originally been an outbuilding. There is also a an outbuilding
of unknown age at the rear, constructed of vertical slabs of timber.
Historical The township of Forreston was formally subdivided in 1858 by Alexander Forrest.
Initially, the town was given the name of Forrest, which became Forrestown, and
eventually Forreston. Prior to the subdivision, the village was known as North
Gumeracha.
This building is situated on an allotment of the original Forrest plan, and was probably
constructed in the early 1860's.
References -
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

FN05

Site Description:

'Crooks Cottage'
Agnes Street
FORRESTON SA 5233

Location:

Agnes Street
FORRESTON SA 5233

AMG Reference:
Description:

Stone Cottage and Outbuildings

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

T.M.W . & J. Kelly
Agnes Street
FORRESTON SA 5233

Photographs:

FilmNo.
Negative No.

34, 35
6056
Talunga
3903/180

4
2, 3
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

FN06

Site Description:

Former Eglington Store, Post Office and House
Main Road
FORRESTON SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural -

Large house with bluestone walls and rendered quoins. This building has two doors at the
front, one which would have served as entry to the store, the other to the residence. The
northern most room facing the street is extremely large, and gives the building an unusual
appearance. It has a hipped corrugated galvanised iron roof, with a concave verandah to
the front.
Historical -

Built about 1876 by James Englington, for use as a Post Office, store and residence.
References -
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Survey Place No:

FN06

Site Description:

Former Eglington Store, Post Office and House
Main Road
FORRESTON SA 5233

Location:

Main Road
FORRESTON SA 5233

Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

c
6025, 6026
Talunga
4043/634

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

B. & M.A. Clamp
Williamstown Road
FORRESTON SA 5233

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

12
4

240-----------------------~~meracha heritage survey

GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

FN07

Site Description:

Fonner 'Forrest House'
Main Road
FORRESTON SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Gable-ended building with rendered stone walls. The building is unusual in that it has two
doors at the front and is triple-fronted. This tends to indicate that the building was
originally a two roomed cottage, with a later extension to the south, including a new
doorway. The roof and lean-to verandah at the front are constructed of corrugated
galvanised iron. The windows at the front are timber casement windows, with timber
lintels and sills.
Historical Constructed in the 1850s by Alexander Forrest. It was originally used as a blacksmith's
shop, but was converted to a dwelling in the 1860s.
References JE Monfries (ed.), A History ofGumeracha and District, 1939, pp. 34-5.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

FN07

Site Description:

Former 'Forrest House'
Main Road
FORRESTON SA 5233

Location:

Main Road
FORRESTON SA 5233

Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

6026
Talunga
4050/3 17

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

F . Taylor
FORRESTON SA 5233

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

12
5
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

FN08

Site Description:

'Cellar Bridge'
Jamieson Street
FORRESTON SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural A well-crafted stone arched bridge with a dry stone retaining wall and timber canopy
structure. There is a crude timber post and rail construction railing across the top.

Historical This bridge was used before the construction of the current road. It was known as the
'Cellar Bridge' because of the large cellar-like space beneath its carriageway, although no
wine was ever stored there. The Cellar Bridge was also known as the 'North Gumeracha
Bridge', North Gumeracha being the name of Forreston prior to 1858.

References -

Phil Chandler
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

FN08

Site Description:

'Cellar Bridge'
Jamieson Street
FORRESTON SA 5233

Location:

Off Jamieson Street
FORRESTON SA 5233

Description:

Disused Stone and Timber Bridge

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

39, 40

6026
Talunga
797/3

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

District Council of Gumeracha
P.O. Box 1,
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

12
2, 3
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

FN09

Site Description:

Homestead, 'Lansdowne'
Gumeracha/Williamstown Road,
FORRESTON SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Substantial homestead constructed of stone with red brick quoins to openings. Return
concave verandah to three sides. Very decorative bargeboard, gable ornament and timber
finial. In front of the homestead is a well-established hedge, with 'LANSDOWNE'
topiarised into it. The grounds also feature Norfolk Island pine trees, date palms and other
exotic tree species which are typical of substantial homes in this area.

Historical 'Lansdowne' was established by W. Redden who ran the property as 160 acres of grazing
land. The house was constructed in 1895, and is a good example of a substantial residence
ofthis era.

References -
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

FN09

Site Description:

Homestead, 'Lansdowne'
Gumeracha/Williamstown Road,
FORRESTON SA 5233

Location:

Gumeracha/Williamstown Road
FORRESTON SA 5233

Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

6027,6043
Talunga
3671154

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Alan W. Heath
'Lansdowne'
C/- Post Office
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Photographs:

FilmNo.
Negative No.

C03
5
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

FN 10

Site Description:

Homestead and Outbuildings, 'Tollcross'
Quinns Road
FORRESTON SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural A collection of three buildings, all of which are constructed from large pieces of local stone
(not rubble) but roughly coursed. The quoins are also made from stone. The cottage is a
single room settler's cottage with a lean-to verandah. The bam is on two levels and has a
chimney on the western side. The other building is a large shearing shed. All buildings
have simple gable ends.
Historical -

In 1861, Alexander Ross built this stone two roomed cottage. In 1878, it became the home
of John Quinn, followed in 1893 by Albert Quinn and his family. Albert Quinn's eldest son
Bert, erected a new house on the property about 1921, but the original house was still
occupied.
References -

gumeracha heritage survey-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - -----'2 47

GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

FN 10

Site Description:

Homestead and Outbuildings, 'Tollcross'
Quinns Road
FORRESTON SA 5233

Location:

Quinns Road
FORRESTON SA 5233

Description:

Stone Cottage and Outbuildings

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

6107
Talunga
2669/174

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

R. and M . Amber

P.O. Box 12
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

COl
27, 28
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

FN 11

Site Description:

Homestead, 'Masula Park'
Forrest Road
FORRESTON SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural -

lbis homestead was built in stages from a simple cottage with hipped roof and concave
verandah roof. Walls are of bluestone. Later lean-to additions to enclose part of the
verandah have been added at the front and to the rear in similar materials.
Historical -

Probably built in the late 1860s, this building is demonstrative of the early pastoral
properties of the area.
References -
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

FNll

Site Description:

Homestead, 'Masula Park'
Forrest Road
FORRESTON SA 5233

Location:

Forrest Road
FORRESTON SA 5233

Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

6367
Talunga
4027141

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

J.A. & C. Armstrong
KERSBROOK SA 5231

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

1
12
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY
Survey Place No:

KB02

Site Description:

Homestead, 'Puddleduck Farm'
Deloraine Road,
KERSBROOK SA 5231

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural This homestead was built in stages from a simple gable roofed stone cottage. A later
extension has been added to the rear in similar proportions and materials.

Historical Probably built in the late 1860s, this building is demonstrative of the early pastoral
properties of the area.

References -
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY
Survey Place No:

KB02

Site Description:

Homestead, 'Puddleduck Fann'
Deloraine Road
KERSBROOK SA 5231

Location:

Deloraine Road
KERSBROOK SA 523 1

Description:

Stone Cottage

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

290
Para Wirra
2050/25

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

R. S. & J.C. Garnham
'Puddleduck Fann'
P .O. Box 121
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

1
15
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

KB03

Site Description:

Homestead and Outbuilding, Willomurra'
Little Para Road
KERSBROOK SA 5231

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural The homestead is a large sandstone residence with a return verandah. Rendered quoins to
windows and doors with picked dressed stone and stone quoins to corners. The barn is a
two-storey building with a loft, constructed from stonework with red brick quoins.
Historical This property and buildings were originally part of a farm called Woodland', which was
started by William Scott after his marriage. William Scott was the second son of Thomas
and Betty Scott, who founded 'Deloraine' farm. In 1858, he moved from 'Deloraine' into
'Primrose Cottage', in Spring Street, Kersbrook, from where he later moved to Woodland'.
References -
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

KB03

Site Description:

Homestead and Outbuilding, 'Willomurra'
Little Para Road
KERSBOOK SA 5231

Location:

Little Para Road
KERSBROOK SA 523 1

Description:

Stone House and Outbuildings

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Ms Heather J. Jennings
'Willomurra'
KERSBROOK SA 5231

Photographs:

Film No.
1
Negative Nos. 19, 20

3
1549
Para Wirra
4200/637
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

KB 09

Site Description:

Church of Christ
Scott Street
KERSBROOK SA 5231

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Gable-ended church building with rendered rubble walls and quoins. Three lancet shaped
windows are symmetrically placed on each side. The roof is corrugated galvanised iron
clad with two triangular vents on each side. The porch is at the front with an additional
entrance to the side. The porch and church gables have decorative timber barge boards and
finials. The stone in the front wall has the inscription, "Bethseda Chapel 1863"

Historical The church was constructed in 1863 of local stone and with voluntary labour. The first
Minister to serve the church was Thomas Vercoe, holding the position for 3 years. Albert
Pascoe was the second Minister for 25 years and Frank Fullston served the church as
Secretary for 38 years.

References National Trust of South Australia File No. 168.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

KB09

Site Description:

Church of Christ
Sussex Street
KERSBROOK SA 5231

Location:

Sussex Street
KERSBROOK SA 5231

Description:

Stone Church

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Churches of Christ in S .A. Inc.
263 Melbourne Street
NORTH ADELAIDE SA 5006

Photographs:

Film No.
12
Negative No. 7

15
5519
Para Wirra
5098/432
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

KB 10

Site Description:

'Bowden's Barn'
Scott Street
KERSBROOK SA 5231

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural -

Substantially intact structure of timber post and infill construction. Rectangular in form
with hipped corrugated galvanised iron roof. Timber frame is roughly constructed with
evidence of adzing. The infill between the crudely shaped posts is random stone with lime
render over.
Historical -

This barn demonstrates very early construction techniques. It was originally part of the
Kersbrook Farm started by John Bowden in 1842. Bowden named the farm after where he
was born in Cornwall, and the surrounding district assumed the name of Kersbrook. The
original house built by Bowden has since been demolished and this building is possibly the
only remaining built structure of this farm.
References -

G. Young et al People, Places and Buildings, 1986, p 15.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

KB 10

Site Description:

'Bowden's Bam'
Scott Street
KERSBROOK SA 5231

Location:

Scott Street
KERSBROOK SA 5231

Description:

Timber and Stone Outbuilding

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

6085
Para Wirra
4397/683

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Mr. J. & Mr. P. Brooker
c/- 401 Esplanade,
Semaphore Park SA 5019

Photographs:

Film No.

COl

Negative No.

25
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

KBll

Site Description:

Former Wheatsheaf Inn
Scott Street
KERSBROOK SA 5231

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Double fronted stone cottage with rear lean-to section. Original pressed metal ceilings
remain and it is believed there is a cellar below. Walls have been pebble dash rendered
and painted, and quoins are block rendered. Timber sash windows to the front.
Corrugated galvanised iron, low pitch, hipped roof with concave verandah on timber posts
to street frontage. Two red brick chimneys are visible.

Historical 1bis building was originally known as the Wheat Sheaf Inn. It was constructed in 1851 by
William Carman, who was formerly a blacksmith working at the Enterprise Copper Mine.
He also constructed a blacksmith and wheelwright's shop adjacent to the inn at this time.
The location of these buildings along the main road was deliberate, to serve the need of the
teamsters travelling between Adelaide and the Enterprise Copper Mine. It was around
these buildings that the village ofKersbrook grew.

References State Heritage Branch File
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

KB 11

Site Description:

Former Wheat Sheaf Inn
Scott Street
KERSBROOK SA 5231

Location:

Scott Street
KERSBROOK SA 5231

Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

R.A. & M. Spearitt
C/- General Store
KERSBROOK SA 5231

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

12
6145
Para Wirra
4115/485

12
9
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

KB12

Site Description:

Kersbrook Institute
Scott Street
KERSBROOK SA 5231

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural -

Gable-ended building which faces the main street. The front wall has large lancet openings
for timber doors with fanlight above, recessed by ornate brickwork. The front wall has two
blind windows with Classical arched heads. The gable is half timbered with a pebble dash
render finish. The walls are generally of coursed sandstone with red brick quoins, and the
timber sash windows have a slight arch. There is a red brick mid-course at the base of the
windows. The roof is corrugated galvanised iron, with a semi-gable at the western end.
This end also has three subsequent lean-to additions; the first of stone, the second is
rendered, the third is of re-used brickwork. The foundation stone reads: ''Laid by Hon. H
Angas Parsons MP. Minister ofEducation. March 20, 1915."
Historical -

The Institute was constructed in 1915, and acted as a focal point for the local community.
Inside, there is a mural painted by a local artist.
References -

State Heritage Branch File No. 13158.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

KB 12

Site Description:

Kersbrook Institute
Scott Street
KERSBROOK SA 5231

Location:

Scott Street
KERSBROOK SA 5231

Description:

Stone and Brick Public Hall

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

District Council of Gumeracha
P.O. Box 1
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Photographs:

Film No
Negative No.

49
5519
Para Wirra
103/ 170

12
8
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

KB13

Site Description:

Soldiers Memorial Oval and Gates
Scott Street
KERSBROOK SA 5231

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural Memorial Gates of timber and iron construction, with rising sun motif.

Historical These gates are important as an illustration of the impact of the First and Second World
Wars on the local conununity and as a memorial to those who fought.

References -
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

KB 13

Site Description:

Soldiers Memorial Oval and Gates
Scott Street
KERSBROOK SA 5231

Location:

Scott Street
KERSBROOK SA 5231

Description:

Memorial Oval Gates

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Kersbrook Soldiers Memorial Park
Cl- K. Checker
KERSBROOK SA 5231

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

67
55 19
Para Wirra
2166/83

12
10
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

KB 15

Site Description:

Kersbrook Primary School and House
Bowden Street
KERSBROOK SA 5231

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural The school is a single roomed limestone building with dressed stone quoins and twelve
pane timber sash windows. The roof is clad in corrugated galvanised iron with roof
venting. The later rear addition is of rendered masonry. The house is a double-fronted
symmetrical cottage constructed of dressed sandstone with brick quoins, with concave
verandah to the front and a lean-to addition to rear.
Historical The original Kersbrook public school was erected in 1868. Prior to this, private schools
had been conducted in the area since 1852. This school building was possibly constructed
in 1882, and is currently used as part of the present Kersbrook Primary School.
References National Trust of South Australia File No. 1441
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

KB 15

Site Description:

Kersbrook Primary School and House
Bowden Street
KERSBROOK SA 5231

Location:

Bowden Street
KERSBROOK SA 523 1

Description:

Stone School and House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

5520
Para Wirra
4094/237

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Minister of Education
31 Flinders Street
ADELAIDE SA 5000

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

12
15, 16

266-----------------------~umeracha heritage survey

GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

KB 18

Site Description:

Cottage
Emma Street
KERSBROOK SA 5231

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural -

Timber framed cottage clad with pressed metal mock stone facade with corrugated
galvanised iron side walls and brick chimney. Fine fluted metal verandah balustrade.
Historical -

Timber framed cottages are relatively uncommon in the Gumeracha district.. This cottage
is of local significance because it represents a type of construction of which there are few
remaining examples in the area.
References -
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

KB 18

Site Description:

Cottage
Emma Street
KERSBROOK SA 523 1

Location:

Emma Street
KERSBROOK SA 5231

Description:

Metal Clad Cottage

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

M.I. & K.E. Chenoweth
Emma Street
KERSBROOK SA 5231

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

65A
5519
Para Wirra
4100/351

12
11
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GUOl

Site Description:

Winton Cottage'
Winton Road
GUMERACHA SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural -

Bluestone house with limestone quoins to openings and corners. Later stone addition with
skillion roof, also in bluestone. Built in three stages. The last two with red brick quoins
and greater pitch to roof. No verandah. Slightly arched windows to the south wall.
Historical -

This house was built by John Winton, an early settler of the North Gurneracha area. The
building is unusual in its form, with two adjacent gable ended walls. It is an unusual
example of an early pastoral house of about the 1870s.
References -
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GUOl

Site Description:

'Winton Cottage'
Winton Road
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Location:

Winton Road
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

M Guthrie
'Rocky Glen'
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

12, 13
6012
Talunga
4377/384

4
10
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU02

Site Description:

Former Kenton Arms Hotel
8 Victoria Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Large building constructed of bluestone walls and sandstone quoins. The windows are 16
pane sash type, indicative of the building's early construction. The main part of the
building has two gable walls with a stone extension to the rear plus a parapet walled
extension to one side. The chimneys are also constructed of stone.

Historical The Kenton Arms Hotel was first licensed in 1855, two years after the town of Gumeracha
was laid out by William Beavis Randell. The building has been altered many times since
then and is currently used as a residence.

References -
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY
Survey Place No:

GU02

Site Description:

Former Kenton Arms Hotel
8 Victoria Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Location:

8 Victoria Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

G.L. & M.F. Weeks
8 Victoria Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Photographs:

FilmNo.
Negative No.

101
34127
Talunga
5091/233

7
18
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU03

Site Description:

Gumeracha Uniting Church
Wellington Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural The original church built in 1860 is a gable ended structure constructed of stone. There is
a stone plinth and stone quoins to windows and surrounds. There are three lancet windows
on each side, with large stone sills. At the rear there is a bluestone vestry with red brick
quoins. It has a chimney and a lean-to roof. The front porch is constructed of similar
materials.
Historical Previous to 1859, Wesleyan services were held at the South Australian Company's station,
'Ludlow House'. The site on which the Church stands was donated by Mr. J. Monfries,
and the church was opened in 1860. The manse located adjacent to the church was
constructed in the 1880s. The vestry was added in 1897. In 1923 the A.W. Clarke
memorial room was constructed to accommodate the Kindergarten. The front porch was
added in 1910 as part of the Church's jubilee celebrations.
References -
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU03

Site Description:

Gurneracha Uniting Church
Wellington Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Location:

Wellington Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Description:

Stone Church

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gurneracha

Owner:

Uniting Church in Australia Property Trust
33 Pirie Street
ADELAIDE SA 5000

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

37,38
6057
Talunga
1303/35

8
20, 21
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU 12

Site Description:

Gumeracha Primary School
Albert Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural The school building is constructed of cut, dressed sandstone laid in an ashlar fashion, with
red brick quoins to surrounds. The building is not symmetrical, with a projected red brick
chirrmey on the south wall. This wall has two bays of three tall windows. The windows
are built with concrete lintel, sills and styles. The building also has a chamfered concrete
plinth. The roof is hipped with a vertical half-gable at each end. The original building has
several recent additions.
Historical This school building was erected in 1913 and has served as the school from this time.
Prior to 1913, the school was located in Wellington Street in a building built in 1857
funded by the residents. Originally part of the building served as the local telegraph office,
operated by the teacher in addition to his teaching duties.
References Monfries, JE,Ed. ,A History of Gumeracha and District, South Australia 1839 - 1939
p. 25.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU 12

Site Description:

Gumeracha Primary School
Albert Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Location:

Albert Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Description:

Stone School Building

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Minister of Education
31 Flinders Street
ADELAIDE SA 5000

Photographs:

FilmNo.
Negative No.

11, 12
6057, 6061
Talunga
1656/97

7
8
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU 14

Site Description:

Former Methodist Manse
7 Wellington Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Large, well-constructed house with projecting gable-ended room at front. The gable-end
wall has a timber bargeboard and finial and is constructed of cut, smooth-faced sandstone.
It has a central circular vent and a large timber window. The front recessed wall is of
similar construction and has a corrugated galvanised iron concave verandah, which sits
against the projected bay. The side walls of the house are constructed of random bluestone
with lined joints, and rendered quoins. The window surrounds are slightly arched and there
is a large rendered head-course, which houses paired corbels. The roof is hipped with
vented half gables.

Historical This house was constructed during the 1880s and served as the manse for the Wesleyan
Church which is located next door.

References Monfries, JE,Ed.,A History of Gumeracha and District. South Australia 1839 - 1939
p. 19.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU 14

Site Description:

Former Methodist Manse
7 Wellington Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Location:

7 Wellington Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Uniting Church in Australia Property Trust
33 Pirie Street,
Adelaide SA 5000

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

37
6057
Talunga
1303/35

7
20

------

278'- - -- - -- - - - - - - -- - - - -----..e-meracha heritage survey

GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU 18

Site Description:

Baptist Church Manse
28 Victoria Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural -

Symmetrical house with lined bluestone walls with red brick surrounds. Concave
galvanised iron verandah at front with ornate cast iron brackets. The verandah and house
are raised and accessed by concrete steps. Hipped galvanised iron roof with two red brick
chimneys, and a lean-to addition at the rear of same construction. Timber sash windows
throughout with well-crafted red brick arches over them. Foundation stone on front wall.
Historical -

This building is the Baptist church manse and is consequently associated with the Salem
Baptist Church and the adjacent Ring of Oaks. The manse is historically significant as a
further connection to the early influence of the Baptist church within the Gumeracha
district.

References -
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU 18

Site Description:

Baptist Church Manse
28 Victoria Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Location:

28 Victoria Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Baptist Church of Australia
C/- P.O. Box 96
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Photographs:

FilmNo.
Negative No.

1 Part J
6058
Talunga
558/63

7
9
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU20

Site Description:

House and Outbuildings
Cudlee Creek Road
GUMERACHA SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural -

House constructed of bluestone with lined joints and red brick quoins, plinth, chimneys
and header course. Timber sash windows. Two gable ends. The front gable has a lancet
shaped vent, scalloped timber barge and ornate finial.
Historical -

This substantial house was built for Thomas Clarke on land he purchased from
WB Randell. Clarke built this house after returning from modest success in the Victorian
Goldfields (c. 1870s). This house and its fruit growing property are also locally significant
because they serve as a prominent landmark on the main entrance to Gumeracha.
References -
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU20

Site Description:

House and Outbuildings
Cudlee Creek Road
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Location:

Cudlee Creek Road
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Description:

Stone House and Outbuildings

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

G. J. & J. M. Clark

12
6069,6070
Talunga
3967/175

P.O. Box 171
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

10
9, 10 11
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU22

Site Description:

Gumeracha Institute
Albert Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Large hall constructed of bluestone with lined pointing. All surrounds are rendered, as are
the pilasters, which segment the hall into bays. There is a rendered plinth at the base, as
well as a mid-course, header-course, and courses which link the window sills . The front
door is central and is flanked by ornate pilasters and a moulded archway. The fanlight
above the door in stained glass reads 'Gumeracha Town Hall'. The front section is two
storeyed and above the doorway is a single rounded arch window. It is flanked by ornate
pilasters and corbels. The other windows on the front facade are paired, and have timber
detailing. The roof of the front section is hipped, clad with corrugated galvanised iron with
a half gable at each end. Above the main entrance is a gable with timber and iron finial.
The main body of the hall is at right angles to this section and has a hipped corrugated
galvanised iron roof with roof vents.

Historical The original Institute building was erected in 1864 in Murray Street. As well as providing
a hall, it also accommodated the Talunga District Council. The present Gumeracha
Institute was constructed in 1909. The foundation stone was laid by William Jamieson
MP, on 13 February 1909 and the building was opened by Sir Lancelot Stirling MP on 30
November 1909. The architects for the building were Cowell & Cowell of Adelaide. The
Institute is significant as the former focal point of the local community.

References Monfries, JE,Ed.,A History of Gumeracha and District.South Australia 1839 - 1939
p. 21-22.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU22

Site Description:

Gumeracha Institute
Albert Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Location:

Albert Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Description:

Stone Institute

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

6056, 6057
Talunga

439711

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

District Council of Gumeracha
P.O. Box 1
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

7
16
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU28

Site Description:

Store
Albert Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Long, narrow building built of bluestone, with recessed painted quoins at the front, and red
brick quoins to the rear. There is a concave corrugated galvanised iron verandah at the
front. A separate entry and a casement window exist to the side, protected by a new
verandah. A partially destroyed stone wall to the rear, connected to the front, suggests that
the building was larger. There are two bays, separated by crudely formed timber posts,
which were possibly stables or carriage storage. One of these bays has a timber loft. The
main roof is hipped, and clad with corrugated galvanised iron.
Historical This building reflects the early development of commercial enterprises within the township.
References -
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU28

Site Description:

Store
Albert Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Location:

Albert Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Description:

Stone Shop

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

B.R. & M.D. & S. M. Collins
C/- Post Office
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

66A, 66B
6057
Talunga
3495/92

7
17
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU29

Site Description:

Gumeracha Bridge
Cudlee Creek/Gumeracha Road
GUMERACHA SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural -

The bridge has four wrought iron, three pinned arch trusses, with a concrete deck,
replacing a previous timber deck. The steel arch springs from stone abutments with quoins
and strings in squared, dressed sandstone. The bridge was originally balanced by piers
and parapets, which curved to smaller terminating piers.
Historical -

The Gumeracha Bridge was designed in 1887, and is one of the few examples of this type
of bridge in the State. The trusses were strengthened in 1977, to allow for heavier modem
traffic loads. In 1987 the timber deck was replaced by concrete. This bridge replaced an
earlier one constructed of a single timber arch, supported on stone abutments which was, at
the time, the largest timber arch bridge in the State. This earlier bridge was constructed in
1858, and it is quite possible that the current stone abutments were part of the original
timber bridge.
References -

National Trust of South Australia File No. 1024.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU29

Site Description:

Gumeracha Bridge
Cudlee Creek/Gumeracha Road
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Location:

Cudlee Creek/Gumeracha Road,
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Description:

Steel Arched Bridge

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of

Road Reserve
Talunga

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Department of Road Transport
33 Warwick Street
WALKERVILLE SA 5081

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

288

7
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU30

Site Description:

Gumeracha Weir
Cudlee Creek/Gumeracha Road
GUMERACHA SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural The weir is a stepped concrete structure which spans the river, with concrete structures on
each side. On an adjacent western hillside is a concrete pediment, with the inscription
"Millbrook Waterworks Co. Inlet Tunnel. 1917"

Historical The Gurneracha Weir was constructed about 1915-7 as part of a larger flood mitigation
and reservoir scheme of which Millbrook Reservoir is a part. There is also a tunnel
existing which linked the Gumeracha Weir to the Millbrook Weir. The weir and associated
tunnel are significant as examples of early technology in flood mitigation and water supply
schemes.

References National Trust of South Australia File No. 2454.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU30

Site Description:

Gumeracha Weir
Cudlee Creek/Gumeracha Road
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Location:

Cudlee Creek/Gumeracha Road
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Description:

Concrete Weir

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of

Talunga

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Engineering & Water Supply Department
77 Grenfell Street
ADELAIDE SA 5000

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

290

7
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GUMERACHAHEIDTAGESURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU31

Site Description:

Mileage Post
Forreston Road
GUMERACHA SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HEIDTAGE VALUE:
Architectural Timber mile post.

Historical Although this timber mile post has lost its markings over time, it is of local significance as
one of few still remaining. It reflects the development of early road-building in the district.

References -
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU31

Site Description:

Mileage Post
Forreston Road
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Location:

Forreston Road
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Description:

Timber Mileage Post

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of

Road Reserve
Talunga

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

District Council of Gumeracha
P.O. Box 1
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

12
0, 1

292·- - - - - -- -- - - - - - - - - -- - -- -..e-meracha heritage survey

GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU32

Site Description:

ANZ Bank and House
Albert Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Combined bank and house. The bank is located at the front, facing Albert Street. Built of
cream brick, it has gable parapet walls and a tiled roof with abundant ornamentation, such
as header and projecting string courses. The facade is symmetrical with a grand central
opening, surrounded by rendered detailing. The adjacent residence at the rear is of similar
materials with a hipped roof.
Historical This building is an excellent example of a skilfully designed post Second World War brick
building, and displays many ornamental techniques uncommon in brickwork after this
period. The ANZ Bank and Residence contributes positively to the townscape of
Gumeracha.
References -
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU32

Site Description:

ANZ Bank and House
Albert Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Location:

Albert Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Description:

Brick Bank Building and House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Rayona Investments Pty Ltd
85-87 Sydenharn Road
NORWOOD SA 5067

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

68A
6057
Talunga
2268/122

8
25
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU33

Site Description:

Former Police Station and Court House
Lobethal Road
GUMERACHA SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural A simple, gable-ended building built of bluestone with brick quoins. There is a raised
corrugated iron bullnosed verandah to the front. The main roof is also clad with
corrugated galvanised iron and there are timber finials to the gables.

Historical This was the first of two police station and court house complexes built in Gumeracha.
The land was purchased from William Beavis Randell in 1854, and the building was
completed in 1856. It was later replaced by a new police station which was built in 1864.

References National Trust of South Australia File No. 93
Australian Heritage Commission, File No. 007497.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU33

Site Description:

Former Police Station and Court House
Lobethal Road
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Location:

Lobethal Road
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

W.T. & I.F. White
34 Victoria Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Heritage Status:

Register of the National Estate: Registered No.007497.

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

296

40
6048
Talunga
4348/93

C02
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU34

Site Description:

Former Randell's Mill
Lobethal Road
GUMERACHA SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Extensively rebuilt structure of bluestone construction. The main section is two storeyed
with a hipped colorbond roof. There is also a one storeyed section to one side with a
skillion roof. The windows are casements, but are probably new.
Historical The Mill was probably built in the late 1840s (1847-9) to process grain which was the
predominant industry of the Gumeracha area at the time. It was built by William Beavis
Randell who arrived in South Australia in 1837, and was a very prominent figure in the
early settlement of the Gumeracha district.
In 18 83 the Mill was converted into a butter factory, and in 1912, was partially destroyed
by fire. Amscol purchased the Mill in 1922, and used it as a milk factory. From 1947 to
1977 the building was used as a slaughter house. The building was extensively renovated
in 1978 by the Brokenshas, who converted it into an art gallery.

References National Trust of South Australia File No. 2878.
Australian Heritage Commission, File No. 007497
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU34

Site Description:

Former Randell's Mill
Lobethal Road
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Location:

Lobethal Road
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Description:

Stone Mill Building

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

.District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

P.K. & K.L Jelk
'Randell's Mill'
Lobethal Road
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

D
6048
Talunga
3814/149

C02
6, 7
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU35

Site Description:

Post Office
Albert Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Simple building constructed of bluestone with rendered quoins. It has gable-ends with
circular vents, and prominent timber finials. A later skillion roof semi-enclosure at the
front, is shelter for the Post Office boxes located on this wall.
Historical The Post Office was probably constructed at the turn of the century, at a time when
Gumeracha was a thriving town, the central point of the Talunga District Council, and the
commercial centre of the area. The Post Office was originally conducted from the first
school in Murray Street, then in Mr. Dohnt's residence in Murray Street, and later still in
the Bank of Adelaide building (now demolished). After this the Post Office was located to
its present building which still serves as the Post Office of the town.
References Monfries, JE,Ed.,A History of Gumeracha and District, South Australia 1839 - 1939
p. 52.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU35

Site Description:

Post Office
Albert Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Location:

Albert Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Description:

Stone Post Office

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

J.M. & C.A. Inkley
P.O. Box5
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

70
6057
Talunga
270/233

8
19
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU36

Site Description:

General Store
Albert Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural This building is constructed of random rubble with rendered quoins, with the facade of
dressed sandstone. The building is two storey, with a verandah at the front. It now has a
hipped fibre cement shingle roof and a central brick chimney. The shop front has frosted
glass panels, and is raised from street level. It is accessed by some steps to the semienclosed porch. There is an attached single storey extension to the north of similar
materials.
Historical In 1878, Elizabeth Norseworthy established a general store in this building, and continued
to trade for almost 20 years. The business was then carried on by her son George William
Norseworthy, who became a partner with his sister, and assumed control of the store in
1897.

References National Trust of South Australia File No. 1745.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU36

Site Description:

General Store
Albert Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Location:

Albert Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Description:

Two-Storey Stone Shop

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

B.K. & G.E. Stanford

65A
6057
Talunga
1040/69

P.O. Box 59
GUMERACHA SA 5233
Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

8
22, 23
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU37

Site Description:

House
Albert Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural A substantial house constructed of bluestone with painted brick quoins and splayed plinth.
Symmetrically fronted with central ornamental entrance and painted timber sash windows
on either side. The house is surrounded by a bullnosed corrugated galvanised iron
verandah, supported on timber posts with ornate iron lace brackets and a fretted timber
valance. There is a rendered header with paired dentils above this. The main roof is of
hipped corrugated galvanised iron, with an ornamental gable with ornate timber finial.

Historical This large villa is set back from Albert Street, but is still contributing to the streetscape of
Gumeracha's main thoroughfare. Although typical in construction and design, the building
is of local significance, because of its considerable size, which reflect the prosperity at
Gumeracha in the period when it was constructed in the 1880s.

References -
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU37

Site Description:

House
Albert Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Location:

Albert Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

HE. Bruce

2, 3
6057
Talunga
4174/ 861

Albert Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233
Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

8
24
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU38

Site Description:

Police Station and Courthouse
Albert Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural -

Extensively renovated buildings. The old Court house faces Albert Street and is
constructed of random bluestone with rendered quoins. The facade is very formal, with a
central section of substantial height, with a parapet wall, central doorway and
symmetrically placed windows, which have classically arched heads. The main roof is
hipped corrugated galvanised iron, with a concave corrugated galvanised iron verandah to
the front.
Historical -

This Police Station and Courthouse complex was opened in 1864, and replaced the
complex located on the Lobethal Road, adjacent to the Salem Baptist Church.
References -

National Trust of South Australia File No. 92.
Australian Heritage Conunission File No. 007498.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU38

Site Description:

Police Station and Courthouse
Albert Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Location:

Albert Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Description:

Stone Police Station and Courthouse.

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gurneracha

Owner:

Police Department of South Australia
G.P.O. Box 1539
ADELAIDE SA 5001

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

47
6057
Talunga
1059/000047

8
26
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU39

Site Description:

Mill Manager's House
Victoria Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural Constructed of line pointed bluestone rubble combination of bluestone and squared
freestone quoins and surrounds to openings. The central section with twelve-paned double
hung sash windows between the two gabled wings is probably the earliest part of the
building. Chimneys remain topped in roughly squared stone. The main entrance has a
semi-circular arched head. Later wings on each side have gable ends with prominent
timber finials.

Historical This house was built by William Beavis Randell as accommodation for the manager of his
mill, which is located opposite this building. It was probably constructed in the late 1840s
to early 1850s, and for a long time was occupied by his son William Richard Randell.

References National Trust of South Australia File No. 3122.
Stark, P National Trust of South Australia Project 9, Vol. 2, (1980).
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU39

Site Description:

Mill Manager's House
Victoria Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Location:

Victoria Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

840
6048
Talunga
5108/214

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

A.D. & D.C. Hancock
38 Victoria Street
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

C02
5
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU50

Site Description:

Cottage
Beavis Court
GUMERACHA SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural This cottage is constructed of bluestone rubble with squared stone quoins and surrounds to
window and door openings. End walls are gabled. Chimneys are topped in roughly
squared stone and the roof is clad with corrugated iron over timber shingles.

Historical This cottage was built by William Beavis Randell as accommodation for the workers of his
dairy. The dairy building is located within the adjacent 'Kenton Park' property.

References Mr P Chandler
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

GU50

Site Description:

Cottage
Beavis Court
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Location:

Beavis Court
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Description:

Stone Cottage

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate ofTitle

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

District Council of Gumeracha
PO Box 1
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

103
Pt 6046
Talunga
5119/ 116

C02
5
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

KVOl

Site Description:

Primitive Methodist Church Ruin
Berry Hill Road
KENTON VALLEY SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural Single room, random bluestone (church) building with Gothic style arched openings. The
quoin work is of stone also. The church is gable ended and nothing remains of the roof.
The ruin is demonstrative of early construction techniques.

Historical This church was probably constructed in the years 1844 - 47. It is important because it
represents the place of the Methodist community in early settlement of the area and
demonstrates early construction techniques.

It was converted to a school house to serve the Kenton Valley community in 1854.
References -
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

KV01

Site Description:

Primitive Methodist Church Ruin
Berry Hill Road
KENTON VALLEY SA 5233

Location:

Berry Hill Road
KENTON VALLEY SA 5233

Description:

Stone Church Ruin

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

6199
Talunga
2387/48

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Dr F.W. and Mrs K.M. Russell
12 Jean Street
LEABROOK SA 5068

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

2
22
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

KV02

Site Description:

House
Netherhill Road
KENTON VALLEY SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural -

Constructed of stone and mud with large stone quoins and hipped corrugated iron roof with
lean-to verandah at front. Triple-fronted, but probably initially a two roomed cottage with
extension soon after construction, to the south. The front timber casement windows are
ornate with margin glazing bars.
Historical -

This cottage is very early, possibly dating to the 1850s. The building demonstrates some
elements typical of the Georgian style. It is of local significance because it reflects the
style of construction evident in the early settlement of Kenton Valley.
References -
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

KV02

Site Description:

House
Netherhill Road
KENTON VALLEY SA 5233

Location:

Netherhill Road
KENTON VALLEY SA 5233

Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate ofTitle

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

P. R. & R. L. Rowland
Netherhill Road
KENTON VALLEY SA 5233

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

A
6051
Talunga
3500/ 112

10
6
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No :

KV03

Site Description:

House, 'Netherhill'
Netherhill Road
KENTON VALLEY SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Large residence built in many stages. First stage was gable ended bluestone with windows,
four-roomed house with chiselled soapstone (talc) quoins. This was added onto with
similar materials and style except for the quoins, which are rendered. The roof was hipped.
The next extension is also gable ended at right angles to the original house and is joined by
a small section. It is of random bluestone construction with rendered quoins . It has a
name stone with Netherhill on it in the gable. The gable also has paned timber sash
windows with rendered quoin surrounds.
There is also an external dairy (cooling room) to the rear which is set into the hill and
constructed of stone. It is a single gable ended building. The earlier sections of the house
have 12 pane timber sash windows. The house is in good condition, but substantially
renovated.

Historical This house was built for William Lillecrapp, a stock manager for the South Australian
Company. William Lillecrapp carried on stock grazing for many years at Mount Gambier,
and in 1845, transferred to Gumeracha as Superintendent of stock in the region. After
three years of service for the South Australian Company in Gumeracha, Lillecrapp left
them in 1849 to settle at Kenton Valley. 'Netherhill' was probably constructed shortly after
this time.

References Monfries, JE,Ed.,A History of Gumeracha and District, South Australia 1839 - 1939
pp. 57, 58.
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Survey Place No:

KV03

Site Description:

House, 'Netherhill'
Netherhill Road
KENTON VALLEY SA 5233

Location:

Netherhill Road
KENTON VALLEY SA 5233

Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

6185
Talunga
2665/ 160

LGA:

District Council of Gurneracha

Owner:

Douglas Reid & Associates Pty Ltd
PO Box 47
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Photographs:

Film No.
10
Negative No. 4, 5
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Survey Place No:

KV04

Site Description:

Fonner Aenon Chapel
Lobethal Road
KENTON VALLEY SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural Gable-ended building with front gable wall of cut, coursed sandstone, with classical
pilasters with entabluture. Simplicity of detail in the classical tradition. Blind windows to
the front wall, with stone quoins, classical arch with projecting key stone. The walls are
of random sandstone construction.

Historical The first part of this church was built in 1849 and was named "Aenon" meaning "close to
Salem". The Rev. J.P. Buttfield, fonnerly of the British Honduras, was influential in the
building of the Church.
The Church was extended in 1865 to its present fonn. The congregation was fonned after
a dispute with the Salem Baptist Church in Gumeracha.
There are also some grave stones existing on the site. The Church has been extensively
renovated and is now used as a residence.

References -
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Survey Place No:

KV04

Site Description:

Fonner Aenon Chapel
Lobethal Road
KENTON VALLEY SA 5233

Location:

Lobethal Road
KENTON VALLEY SA 5233

Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

6036
Talunga
27181142

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

F.S.J. Lawlor
Old Church Kenton Valley
VIA GUMERACHA SA 5233

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

10
36, 36a
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Survey Place No:

KV05

Site Description:

Homestead, 'Hatchlands'
Hatchlands Road
KENTON VALLEY SA 5233

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural -

Two storey Georgian style house of rendered random stone construction with stone quoins
and flat stone arches to openings. The facade ofthe building is symmetrical. Outbuilding
in similar materials was probably originally the kitchen. The roof is a very steeply pitched
hipped roof, clad with slate shingles.
Historical -

The house was constructed in 1851 by George Williams Hannaford, originally from
Devonshire, England. The property is important because Hannaford was one of the
pioneers in the apple trade, exporting produce to England, South Africa and Germany.
The property also grew hops and bees, as well as having wattle and forestry plantations.
The orchard had an extensive irrigation system fed by a tributary of Cudlee Creek.
References -

National Trust of South Australia File No.1751.
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Survey Place No:

KV05

Site Description:

Homestead, 'Hatchlands'
Hatchlands Road
KENTON VALLEY SA 5233

Location:

Hatchlands Road
KENTON VALLEY SA 5233

Description:

Two-Storey Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

PT Sec.55
Talunga
4394/683

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

W . Zuch
P.O. Box
Gumeracha SA 5233

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

C03
8
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

HNOl

Site Description:

House
Lower North East Road
HOUGHTON SA 5131

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural Large two storey house constructed of lined, rock faced sandstone with red brick quoins . It
has a balcony on three sides which is covered as part of the steeply pitched hip roof. More
details are difficult to obtain because it is largely covered in ivy. The windows are in bays
of three, with a large fixed pane in the middle and casement opening one to each side. The
opening ones have a diamond leadlight pattern. Downstairs the bays of windows are
projected and triple faceted.
To the south of the two storey building and adjoining it, is a single storey dwelling. It is
possibly German in origin. It has a steeply pitched corrugated iron hipped roof and is
crudely constructed from random stone with timber sills and lintels to support the casement
windows.

Historical This building contributes to the historic character and historic value of the township.
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Survey Place No:

HN01

Site Description:

House
Lower North East Road
HOUGHTON SA 5131

Location:

Lower North East Road
HOUGHTON SA 5131

Description:

Two-Storey Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

106

5519
Talunga
4378/161

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Mrs. T. Deboar
HOUGHTON SA 5131

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

10
25, 26
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

HN02

Site Description:

Former Store and House
2 William Street
HOUGHTON SA 5131

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural House built in many stages. The earliest portion has a hipped roof, and painted bagged
render walls. There is a door to the street and to one side is a timber casement window
with rendered head arch and sill, and on the other side, closer to the door, is a twenty-one
pane timber fixed window. The timber lintel extends over the window and the door. It is
constructed using timber stiles to the window and doors . There is a lean-to verandah added
with precast concrete column supports. To the north is a later gable-ended extension of
cambed, cut ashlar sandstone with rendered quoins. This gable-end has a timber window
in three sections.

Historical This building was probably constructed in the early 1850s, and has served as a school, as
well as a drapers shop and residence, although it is now substantially altered.

References Tea Tree Gully Branch, National Trust of South Australia.
National Trust of South Australia File No. 1495
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Survey Place No:

HN02

Site Description:

Former Shop and House
2 William Street
HOUGHTON SA 5131

Location:

2 William Street
HOUGHTON SA 5131

Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title:

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Mr. R. Day
HOUGHTON SA 5131

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative N o.

2
5519
Yatala
3954/37

10
27
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

HN08

Site Description:

'Robenias Cottage'
Horn Street
HOUGHTON SA 5131

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Pair of attached two room cottages, constructed of painted random stone with stone quoins.
12-pane sash windows are evident at the front, with two doors also on this side. There is a
hipped corrugated iron roof with bullnose verandah with timber verandah posts and carved
timber brackets. There is a red brick chimney at each end of the building.

Historical This pair of attached cottages is one of very few remaining examples of attached residences
of their period (1870s) within the district of Gumeracha.
They reflect the style of
development in Houghton which was commenced along the lines of a traditional English
village.

References -

gumeracha heritage survey_ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ __ _ _ 325

GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

HN08

Site Description:

'Robenias Cottage'
Horn Street
HOUGHTON SA 5131

Location:

Horn Street
HOUGHTON SA 5131

Description:

Stone Cottage

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

Talunga

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:
Photographs:

326

Film No.
Negative No.

10
24a
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Survey Place No:

HN09

Site Description:

Pine Lodge (Former Rechabite Lodge)
Black Hill Road
HOUGHTON SA 5131

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural Large gable-ended building of random dressed stone with red brick quoins. There are
circular vents in gable ends. Recent extension in concrete block to the south side. Slightly
arched openings for windows which are timber sash type.

Historical This building was the former Houghton Rechabite Hall.

References -
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Survey Place No:

HN09

Site Description:

Pine Lodge (Fonner Rechabite Lodge)
Black Hill Road
HOUGHTON SA 5131

Location:

Black Hill Road
HOUGHTON SA 5131

Description:

Stone Building

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:
Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

10
32
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Survey Place No:

HN 10

Site Description:

'Bristol House'
Houghton Hollow Road
HOUGHTON SA 513 1

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural Symmetrical two-storey house of random local stone with dressed stone quoins. The house
sits on a projected stone plinth, and at mid height has a stone string course. It has 12 pane
sash windows surrounded with stone quoins and a rusticated stone flat arch. The roof is
corrugated galvanised iron and hipped in form and originally was clad with timber
shingles. To the rear is a two storey height lean-to addition made of random stone,
possibly constructed shortly after the original building. To the north is a recent single
storey height hipped roof extension of random stone.
Historical This building was built by William Reeds probably in the late 1840s or early 1850s. It
originally served as a butcher shop as well as a residence and was originally known locally
as Reed's Butcher Shop.
It was later named 'Bristol House' in 1877, by Mary Hodges, who came from Bristol in
England, after her marriage to Edward Whitehead. It is an excellent example of substantial
Georgian architecture in the Adelaide hills, built at a time when most structures were more
primitively constructed.
References National Trust of South Australia File No. 1496.
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Survey Place No:

HN 10

Site Description:

'Bristol House'
Houghton Hollow Road
HOUGHTON SA 5131

Location:

Houghton Hollow Road
HOUGHTON SA 5131

Description:

Two-Storey Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

102
5519

Yatala
5097/249

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Mr. D. Sharp & Miss J. Statham
HOUGHTON SA 5131

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

10
33
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

HNll

Site Description:

Houghton Primary School
Lower North East Road
HOUGHTON SA 513 1

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural Combed sandstone laid in an ashlar pattern, with red brick quoins and brick head course
above plinth. Rendered sills and lintels. Hipped roof with red brick chimneys. Timber
construction sash windows. It is a standard school building of the time. There are many
extensions and outbuildings now on the site.
Historical This building was probably constructed in 1880, as a school and residence, and first
opened in 1870, accommodating 96 children. The building is part of a long history of
education in Houghton. Although schooling had been provided from the early 1840's by
Mr. Squibb and later Mr. Nicholls (funded entirely by the villagers), it was during the
tutelage of Mr. Patrick Maitland in 1852 that the school first appeared on the list of
Government approved and licensed schools. In June the following year George Needham
taught 45 pupils. Mount Barker at this time boasted 125 pupils, Nairne 68 and Golden
Grove 26. Houghton Primary was by 1855, the fifth largest country school in the State.
The year 1875 had witnessed the passing of the Education Act which created, out of the old
licensed school, the Public School, serviced by the Central Board of Education. A contract
to provide a new school and residence on the present site was let in 1877.
References Monfries, JE,Ed.,A History ofGumeracha and District, South Australia 1839- 1939.
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Survey Place No:

HNll

Site Description:

Houghton Primary School
Lower North East Road
HOUGHTON SA 5131

Location:

Lower North East Road
HOUGHTON SA 5131

Description:

Pt 3237
Pt Block 5
Yatala
1229/59

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Minister of Education
31 Flinders Street
ADELAIDE SA 5000

Photographs:

FilmNo.
Negative No.

COl
23
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Survey Place No:

HN 12

Site Description:

Former Methodist Church
Hom Street
HOUGHTON SA 5131

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural The church is orientated north/south, facing Houghton Common. It is a gable ended
building with an extension to the front gable to house a bell, and it has a cast iron
finial/cross on top. This gable has a lancet shape vent and a porch with the same plinth as
the main roof. This porch is accessed by steps and has a large lancet shaped entry to it.
The walls are constructed of random stone with dressed quoins, with a rendered parapet
capping to the gable walls. There are three lancet shaped windows on each side with well
dressed stone quoins and sills. The roof is constructed of corrugated galvanised iron.
There is a later extension of similar materials to the rear with timber sash windows and a
different pitched roof.

Historical Some members of the Congregational Church started holding services in 1841 in a little
hut. In 1843, the Union Chapel was built by the combined efforts of the Episcopalians,
Congregationalists and Wesleyans. The opening services were conducted by Mr Playford,
grandfather of Sir Thomas Playford. Services continued in the Union Chapel for about ten
years until gold was discovered in Victoria and many settlers left Houghton for the gold
fields.
The first official meeting of the Church trustees of the Methodist Church was held on 6
December, 1864. Plans of a church were set by Rev. H. Bush ofMintaro. It was resolved
that these plans be accepted and specifications be prepared for the building of the
Methodist Church in Houghton on the land donated by Mr Pearse.
On 15 December 1864, it was resolved that tenders be called for the erection of the
building. Two tenders were submitted by 30 December 1864, but both were considered too
high. Plans for a smaller building presented by Mr Houslow of Tea Tree Gully were then
accepted.
Tenders were again called on 10 January 1865, and a tender of £325 was later accepted. A
month later general dissatisfaction was expressed with the later work of the mason
employed on the building. An inspection was arranged, but apparently work soon ceased
altogether. In May, (when the building should have been completed) and following legal
advice the partly completed walls were demolished.
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Survey Place No:

HN 12

Site Description:

Former Methodist Church
Hom Street
HOUGHTON SA 5131

New plans were again called for and eventually on 1 September 1865, tenders were again
considered and that ofMr Bundey accepted, the price being £450. This time the work went
onto a satisfactory completion. The church was opened, according to the Church Trust
minutes, the third Sunday in February 1866, (17 February 1866).
The Church was the focus of centenary celebrations in December 1964. The date of the
centenary was taken from the first meeting of the Trust in 1864. In 1864, fifty-five
children attended the Sunday School, there was also a youth group, a Junior Christian
Endeavour Society, and a choir of fifteen, as well as a Ladies Guild.
Ten years later with the integration of the Methodist Church and the Congregational
Church into the Uniting Church of Australia, the role of the Methodist Church building
began to change. The reorganisation saw the Methodist Church being used for morning
services.
Reference:
Monfries, JE,Ed.,A History ofGumeracha and District, South Australia 1839- 1939.
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Survey Place No:

HN 12

Site Description:

Former Methodist Church
Hom Street
HOUGHTON SA 5131

Location:

Hom Street
HOUGHTON SA 5131

Description:

Stone Church

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:
Photographs:

gumeracha heritage survey

Film No.
Negative No.

8
31
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

HN 13

Site Description:

Houghton Uniting Church and Fonner School
Horn Street,
HOUGHTON SA 5131

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural The church is a simple gable-ended building facing north. On this side there is an
extension to the gable which houses a bell, and a porch in the front with the same pitch as
the original roof. The walls are constructed of random local stone with dressed limestone
quoins and window sills. The gables have lancet shaped vents in them. There are five
slightly lancet-arched windows to each side, and a stone plinth. However, from the
construction it would appear that the original church had only three windows and that the
rear section has been added. Evidence of this is the cracking between these sections, and
the difference in the quoins. The front sections are picked, whereas the rear are combed.
The rear (south) wall of the church has a foundation stone which was laid by Robert M
McEwin on 20 October 1923. This could be the date of the later part of the building.
Immediately to the south of the church is a school building. It is a simple, but large gableended building with circular vents in the gable. The front wall is constructed of dressed,
coused sandstone/limestone with similar quoins. The lacent shaped entry is raised from the
ground by a random local stone plinth. The stones used in the front wall bear fairly large
engraved initials, may at McEwins. The front wall has two foundation stones. One to the
west states, "This stone was laid by Mrs R McEwin, of Glen Ewin, 3 June 1901 ". The
other to the east was laid by Mrs A Possingham and has names of the Superintendents of
the School.
The side walls to the building are constructed of random local stone with four long lancet
shaped windows with stone quoins and sills. There is a red-brick lean-to addition at the
rear of the building.

Historical This church was the fonner Houghton Congregationlist Church. The foundation stone was
laid by Mrs George McEwin in August 1975. The Church cost £600 to build, but was
opened free of debt- probably due to the particiaption of the McEwins in the congregation.

References Monfries, JE,Ed.,A History ofGumeracha and District. South Australia 1839 - 1939.
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Survey Place No:

HN 13

Site Description:

Houghton Uniting Church and Former School
Horn Street
HOUGHTON SA 5131

Location:

Horn Street
HOUGHTON SA 5131

Description:

Stone Church and School

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Uniting Church in Australia Property Trust
33 Pirie Street,
Adelaide SA 5000

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

Pt.2
Pt.5402
Yatala
5068/149

10
29,30 & 31
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Survey Place No:

LH03

Site Description:

Paracombe Cold Store
Paracombe Road
PARACOMBE SA 5132

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural Large storage building with exposed reinforced concrete frame with red brick infill panels.
Very simple design with hipped corrugated galvanised iron roof with many prominent roof
vents.

Historical Although a relatively late building it is representative of the produce growing industry of
the region. The area was settled relatively recently, with the subdivision of the Paracombe
Sheep Station in 1901. By 1908, 33 families lived at Paracombe, producing 30,000 cases
of apples, 20,000 ofwhich were exported to London. Others sold their fruit to Glen Ewin,
and others to Adelaide's Market.

References -
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Survey Place No:

LH03

Site Description:

Paracombe Cold Store
Paracombe Road
PARACOMBE SA 5132

Location:

Paracombe Road
PARACOMBE SA 5132

Description:

Concrete Frame and Brick Cold Store

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

567
Para Wirra
1654/111

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Kersbrook Co-op Society Ltd
KERSBROOK SA 5231

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

10
16
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Survey Place No:

LH05

Site Description:

Barn
Main Road
INGLEWOOD SA 5133

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural -

Hipped roof bam neatly constructed of random stone. There is a red chimney at one end of
the building. It has a skillion roof addition to the rear in the same materials. It is now used
as storage on the property.
Historical -

From the construction of this building, it appears to have been constructed in around the
1860s. Inglewood village originated in the late 1850s, with the creation of the new road.
The village was concentrated around the Inglewood Inn, on land subdivided in 1853. This
building is located in close proximity to the Inn, and was possibly part of the original
settlement at Inglewood.
References -
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Survey Place No:

LH05

Site Description:

Bam
Main Road
INGLEWOOD SA 5133

Location:

Main Road
INGLEWOOD SA 5 133

Description:

Stone Bam

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

K.G. & I.H. & D.R. Alcorn
INGLEWOOD SA 5133

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

103
5513, 5550
Para Wirra
510119

10
21
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Survey Place No:

LH08

Site Description:

House
Millbrook Road
INGLEWOOD SA 5133

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:
Architectural -

Two roomed corrugated galvanised iron cottage with bullnose verandah to front. Lean-to
addition at rear, also clad in corrugated galvanised iron. Gable-ended building with
corrugated galvanised iron roof. Totally external red brick chimney on the north wall.
Historical -

Examples of this type of construction are relatively uncommon in this region. Timber
framed corrugated galvanised iron clad structures were originally built for reasons of
economy. This particular building may have been temporary accommodation for fruit
pickers in the area.
References -
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Survey Place No:

LH08

Site Description:

House
Millbrook Road
INGLEWOOD SA 5133

Location:

Millbrook Road
INGLEWOOD SA 5133

Description:

Corrugated Galvanised Iron House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

C. & F. Williams
P.O. Box 32
INGLEWOOD SA 5133

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

3
1037
Para Wirra
4347/432

10
19

,
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Survey Place No:

MTOl

Site Description:

House, 'Millerways'
Springhead Road
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural Symmetrical four roomed cottage constructed of random bluestone with painted quoins and
chimney. There are timber sash windows and verandah posts supporting a bullnose
corrugated galvanised iron verandah on three sides. The house has a hipped corrugated
galvanised iron roof.

Historical Contributes to the general streetscape character of the town.

References -
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Survey Place No:

MT01

Site Description:

House, 'Millerways'
Springhead Road
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Location:

Springhead Road
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate ofTitle

6503
Talunga
38211118

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

M.L. Hill
'Millerways'
Springhead Road
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

12
25
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Survey Place No:

MT02

Site Description:

Fonner Blacksmiths House and Shop
Springhead Road
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural This house constructed of brick in English bond, retains the timber section where the forge
once operated. The cobbles remain in the ground at the front of the entrance doors. The
building retains casement windows as well as the verandah with its scalloped valance. The
construction materials are varied with the perhaps earliest section believed to have been
constructed of wattle and daub between slabs. The whole house is roofed with a steeply
pitched corrugated galvanised iron.

Historical Mr Boelcki, a German settler erected this building, probably replacing an earlier one of Mr
GDunn.

References National Trust of South Australia files.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT02

Site Description:

Former Blacksmith House & Shop
Springhead Road
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Location:

Springhead Road
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Description:

Brick House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

J.R. Wood
P.O. Box 442
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

7
6504
Talunga
2670/78

12
26
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT 03

Site Description:

House
Springhead Road
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural Four roomed random bluestone cottage with painted brick quoins and chimney. Timber
sash windows . The house has a hipped tiled roof with a hipped verandah at the front which
was probably built later.

Historical This building contributes to the streetscape character and heritage value of the town.

References -
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT03

Site Description:

House
Springhead Road
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Location:

Springhead Road
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Description:

Stone Cottage

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

6503
Talunga
636/ 183

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

G. C. & E. Wallace & G.W. Wood
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT04

Site Description:

'Cherryplum Cottage'
Springhead Road
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural Simple timber frame cottage, clad with fibre cement sheeting. Hip roof construction of
corrugated galvanised iron with later additions to side and rear.

Historical This building contributes to streetscape character and heritage value of the town.

References -
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT04

Site Description:

'Cherryplum Cottage'
Springhead Road
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Location:

Springhead Road
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Description:

Fibre Cement Cottage

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Cetificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

B.A. Porteous
P .O. Box 440
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

5
6504
Talunga
4341/717

12
28
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT05

Site Description:

'Royston Cottage'
Springhead Road
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural Simple, hip-roof stone cottage with later lean and side additions. Stone walls have been
rendered and windows replaced by aluminium windows. This building contributes to
streetscape character.

Historical Largest remaining cottage in Dunfield. It was for many years the home of Richard Silver
Townsend, a prominent early Flour Miller, who owned the Mount Torrens flour mill. He
later went on to become one of the best known personalities of the town.

References MrKym Clark
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT05

Site Description:

'Royston Cottage'
Springhead Road
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Location:

Springhead Road
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Description:

Stone Cottage

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

T. M. Hammer
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

4
6504
Talunga
778/85

12
29
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT06

Site Description:

Former Shop and House
Springhead Road
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural -

An early building, the former shop and attached house is constructed of sandstone rubble
with roughly squared quoins and surround to openings. Built on an embankment, there is a
cellar below, approached from the rear, and the large paned shop windows remain either
side of the main entrance with its rectangular fanlight. Heads to windows are constructed
of carefully shaped stone voussoirs. All walling is now painted over. There is a hipped
corrugated galvanised iron roof.
Historical -

This building was probably built in the 1850s, as part of Dunfield, the settlement adjacent
to Mount Torrens, founded by James Dunn. It was originally owned by Johann Friedrich
Christoph Brokate, who was a saddler, and later became Bennet and Heath's Bakery.
References -

National Trust of South Australia File No. 3200
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT06

Site Description:

Fonner Shop and House
Springhead Road
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Location:

Springhead Road
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Description:

Fonner Stone Shop and House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

M.A. Whale
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

1
6504
Talunga
141/56

12
30
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT07

Site Description:

Mount Torrens Hotel
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural Two storied stone building, the facade of which is built of large blocks of sandstone (now
painted over). Three half glass door open onto the balcony. Single storey section at the
rear had a cellar and a bake oven. These areas are paved with stone. The stone fence
along the street is a relic off the past, as is the underground water tank in the hotel yard.
Historical This hotel was built by George Dunn, founder of Mount Torrens. The balcony and
verandah with its lovely lacework was replaced in the 1950s.
References National Trust of South Australia File No. 3263.
Mr Kyrn Clark.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT07

Site Description:

Mount Torrens Hotel
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Location:

Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Description:

Stone Hotel

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

28
6506
Talunga
4372/579

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

J. & A.J. Johnston Ltd
C/- G. Mullins & M. Anders
Post Office
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Photographs:

12
Film No.
Negative No. 31
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT08

Site Description:

Shop and House
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural Two storey stone shop with attached single storey house on the right hand side, with a
garage attached on the left. Additions are all of stone.
Historical The two storey part was built in about 1890 and had an external staircase leading to the
living quarters over the shop. The two shop windows were originally of 20 panes. The old
shop, one of the most attractive in the town, was the Post Office for many years. In later
years it has served as a service station, butcher and deli.
References Architecture in Australia, Oct. 1968.
National Trust of South Australia File No. 2883.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT08

Site Description:

Shop and House
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Location:

Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Description:

Stone Two-Storey Shop and House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

A.D. Bennet
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

28
6506
Talunga
454/96

12
32, 33
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT09

Site Description:

Former Wheelwrights Shop and House
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural -

Two-storey stone and brick building with a small brick room attached at the rear. The
front is all brick, but was roughcasted some 50 years ago; this replaced a former
blacksmith's shop. At one time the upstairs rooms were the Institute for the town. The
large beam running across the front of the shop is one piece oftirnber(probably red-gum).
Historical -

Built in 1855, the first owner was John Fargher. The building was used as a
Wheelwright's shop for many years.
References -

National Trust of South Australia File No. 2879.
Mr Kym Clark.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT09

Site Description:

Former Wheelwrights Shop and House
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Location:

Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Description:

Former Stone Shop and House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

E.M.A. & A.D. Bennet
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

26
6506
Talunga
520/127

12
34
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT 10

Site Description:

Surrmer's Bakery
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural Red brick bakery with rendered parapet detail and signage with brick quoins and plinth and
attached shop. The shop has original metal shopfront windows, awning canopy, and tiled
facade .

Historical This building contributes to the streetscape character and heritage value of Mount Torrens.

References -
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT 10

Site Description:

Sumner's Bakery
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Location:

Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Description:

Brick Bakery

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

J.J. & R.P. Boswell
C/- Post Office
GUMERACHA SA 5233

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

101
6506
Talunga
5066/851

12
35
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT 11

Site Description:

House
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural Sandstone fronted residence with bluestone side walls built in federation style. Ornate
brickwork parapet and timber gable details are unique in the township. Brickwork pillars
and wrought iron fence are substantially intact. House and fence contribute to the
streetscape, although of a later period.
Historical This building contributes to the heritage value of Mount Torrens. It is also unique in its
style and architectural detail within the District Council of Gumeracha.

References -
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT 11

Site Description:

House
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Location:

Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

100
6506

Talunga
5066/850

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

T.C. & D.E. Davey
C/- Post Office
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Photographs:

Film No.
12
Negative No. 36
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT 13

Site Description:

House, 'Sancreed' (Former Post Office)
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural This house is built from random stone with sandstone quoins in original section. Later
additions have brick dressings .
Historical The first owner was William Hicks, a butcher, who built the house in 1860.
This house was the first post office in Mount Torrens and is thought to be one of the
earliest buildings in the town. Originally a four roomed cottage, later additions to the sides
and rear have increased the number of rooms to ten. A butcher business was conducted
here for many years (shop, southern end of front wooden shutter remains). Also several
outbuildings remain, including a two storied bam-like building which was also used as a
butcher shop with living quarters above. 'The Old Stable' built in about 1880, was
originally part of this property.

References National Trust of South Australia File No. 3259
Mr Kym Clark.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT 13

Site Description:

House, 'Sancreed'(former Post Office)
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Location:

Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate ofTitle

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

D.E. Geary
'Sancreed'
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

34
6506
Talunga
3766/99

13
1
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT 14

Site Description:

Coach House
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural Random stone coach house with brick door and window surrounds.

Historical The building, originally part of 'Sancreed', was built in 1864 for the first owner, William
Hicks. The only coach-house adjacent to the street - it adds heritage value to the
streets cape.

References National Trust of South Australia File No. 3260
Mr Kym Clark.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT 14

Site Description:

Coach House
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Location:

Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

AMG Reference:

UG 134 489

Description:

Stone Coach House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

14
6506
Talunga

2357/143

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

T .A. Sinkinson
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

13
02
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT15

Site Description:

'Townsend House'
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural Two-storey four-roomed house with attached single-storey two-roomed cottage. Built of
stone and brick with corrugated galvanised iron roof.

Historical Built in 1854 for the first owner, William Simmons. The lean-to kitchen and bathroom
were built before the turn of the century.

References National Trust of South Australia File No. 2117.
Mr Kym Clark.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT 15

Site Description:

'Townsend House'
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Location:

Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Description:

Two-Storey Stone House/Single-Storey Stone Addition

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

C.W. & L.G. Feutrill
'Townsend House'
P.O . Box 430
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

1
6506
Talunga
4200/570

13
3
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT 16

Site Description:

Former Flour Mill
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural Stone and brick flour mill building now substantially changed.

Historical Built in 1853 for the first owners, F.H. Faulding, G. Brunstelle and G. Muller. The
building operated as a flour mill from 1853 - 1926; Later as a milk factory from 1926 1979; and recently as a hardware store.

References National Trust of South Australia File No. 3866
Mr Kym Clark.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT 16

Site Description:

Former Flour Mill
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Location:

Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Description:

Stone and Brick Building

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

D.R. & P.A. Leckie
C/- Farmer Johns
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

1, 2, 3
6506
Talunga
4170/988

13
4
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT 17

Site Description:

'Marlow Cottage'
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural Stone cottage with brick quoins. The cottage was built on two levels with a storage area
(cellar) below street level. Upper level has a parlour and a bedroom, each with a fireplace.
The building remains largely unchanged. The internal woodwork and stairway are of note,
as well as the large cellar and slate paving on the back verandah. The roof is clad in
corrugated iron and the verandah roof is concave in profile.

Historical Built in 1854 for the Townsend Family who were also owners of the flour mill which was
located next door.

References National Trust of South Australia File No. 3262
Mr Kym Clark.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT 17

Site Description:

'Marlow Cottage'
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Location:

Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Description:

Stone Cottage

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gurneracha

Owner:

3
6506
Talunga
1435/151

P .J. Matthews

P.O. Box 428
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

13
05
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT 19

Site Description:

'Cambridge House'
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Location:

Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Description:

Two-Storey Stone House with Single-Storey
Stone Addition

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

5, 6
6506

Talunga
2285/171

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

R.W.A. Clark
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

13
7
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT 19

Site Description:

'Cambridge House'
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural -

A nine-roomed two-storey stone house with attached stone cottage of six rooms. Hipped
corrugated iron roofs. The former was cement rendered approximately 100 years ago. It
consisted of a shop with store, a dining room and kitchen. Two of the fireplaces, which are
external give added support to the structure. Upstairs, two fine half-glass doors lead to the
balcony and these are repeated on the additions.
Historical -

The house was first used a shop. After it was closed, the shop was divided into a lounge,
an entrance hall and bedroom.
References -

National Trust of South Australia File No. 2601
Mr Kym Clark.

'

M
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT22

Site Description:

Former Wine Store and Tavern
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural A stone structure with brick dressings, this building has a double hip metal tiled roof.
Aluminium windows have replaced the original windows.
History:
Built in 1859 for James Bond, licensed victualler, the wine shop was on one side and an
extra entrance to the private quarters on the other. At the back of the house was a ballroom
with a fireplace and a separate entrance from the southern side. Stables were added later, as
were the present toilets. This is a much more complicated building than the old Celtic longhouse type, not only because of the multiplicity of rooms, but because of their use and the
changes that have occurred. There are three fireplaces, including one in the kitchen.

References National Trust of South Australia File No. 3257
Mr Kym Clark.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT22

Site Description:

Fonner Wine Store and Tavern
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Location:

Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Description:

Stone Building

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

Pt.9

6506
Talunga
1547/75

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Mr. A. Klose & Mrs. D. Maloney,
Mount Torrens SA 5244

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

13
10
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT25

Site Description:

Uniting Church
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural Constructed of bluestone rubble, line pointed with brick strings, quoins and surrounds to
openings . The sills and impost levels of the pointed arch openings are linked by a double
brick string; the heads of openings being finished in gauged brickwork, with profiled brick
hood moulds. The gable barge board to the principal facade was originally scalloped in a
similar fashion to the surviving barge board at the rear of the church.
Historical This symmetrical building was erected in 1888-1889, possibly replacing the former Bible
Christian Church of 1854, commemorated by the tablet in the principal facade "T. B.C. C.
A.D. 1854". The foundation stone of the present church was laid by the Chief Justice S.J.
Way, Esq., on 27 October, 1888.
References National Trust of South Australia File No. 3130
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT25

Site Description:

Uniting Church
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Location:

Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Description:

Stone Church

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Uniting Church in Australia Property Trust
33 Pirie Street,
Adelaide SA 5000

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

Pt.9 & Pt.lO
6507
Talunga
1853/86

13
13
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT27

Site Description:

Warehouse
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural -

Two-storey building with red brick quoins and window surrounds. Fixed windows of 16
panes of glass, fine slate roof in good repair. The warehouse has only two rooms, one on
each floor. The interior of the building is in its original state. In 1935 a galvanised iron
lean-to was added at the rear (35' x 15'), also canopy over the front door. Above the door the
lights have been boarded up whilst upstairs five windows are bricked in. The inside walls
are not plastered or painted and all interior woodwork is unpainted. No ceiling upstairs.
Historical -

Built as a warehouse by the owner of shop/store opposite, this substantial building
contributes to the streetscape character and heritage value of the town.
References -

National Trust of South Australia File No. 830
Mr Kym Clark.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT27

Site Description:

Warehouse
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Location:

Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Description:

Stone Warehouse

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Mr. H . Sumner
Mount Torrens SA 5244

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

16
6507
Talunga
1724/32

13
15
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT29

Site Description:

Bridge
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Location:

Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Description:

Stone Bridge

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:
Owner:

Road Reserve
Talunga

District Council of Gumeracha
Department of Road Transport.
33 Warwick Street

WALKERVILLE SA 5081

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

13
17
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT30

Site Description:

Former Cobbler's Store
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural Two storey stone cottage of four rooms with brick quoins, window and door
surrounds;steeply pitched hip roof and multi-paned casement windows. A single storeyed
room of stone and brick is joined to the rear of the house. An outbuilding is of earth wall
construction and still in good condition. Next to the house is a reputedly century old
mulberry tree, under which is an old stone well. The creek which passes in front of the house
is lined with stone to allow for quick flow of water.
Historical This building is thought to have been built in the 1840s. The small scale of the Cobbler's
shop and it's close proximity to the creek and stone bridge makes this a unique area which
contributes to the heritage value of the township . In 1970-72 the second storey was extended
over the single storeyed room at the rear, in matching stone and brick.

References National Trust of South Australia File No. 2881.
MrKymClark
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT29

Site Description:

Bridge
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural Bluestone blocks form the bridge's twin arches and central pillars. The rest is of mixed stone
of various sizes and the wall is topped with brick. Extensions are of cement, with three
pillars supporting the walkway.

Historical This bridge was built in 1860 and contributes to the heritage value of the town.

References National Trust of South Australia File No. 2880
MrKym Clark
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT31

Site Description:

Former Carpenter's Shop
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural Built from red bricks, possibly hand made, this building has two identical arched window
openings placed on each side of the building. The gabled roof is clad in corrugated iron. A
large door faces the street.

Historical This is the only brick building among the early buildings of Mount Torrens. Consisting of
one room with board floor,it was used from the late 1800s until 1910 as a carpenter's shop,
and from then until the 1930s as a bicycle shop. Since it ceased being a shop and has been
used for storage.

References National Trust of South Australia File No. 2882
MrKym Clark
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT30

Site Description:

Former Cobbler's Store
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Location:

Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Mr. N. Bargh
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Photographs:

FilmNo.
Negative No.

21
6507
Talunga
5145/812

13
18
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT31

Site Description:

Fonner Carpenter's Shop
Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Location:

Townsend Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Description:

Brick Shop

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Mrs. E. Bennett
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

22 &23
6507
Talunga
489/12

13
19
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT32
House, 'Palm Villa'
Springhead Road
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural -

Sandstone villa of unusual asymmetric construction with red brick quoins and return
bullnose verandah. Timber half gables and finials are placed on each principal facade. The
fence is of bluestone with ornate red brick piers. The house is identified by the prominent
palm tree.

Historical -

This building contributes to the streetscape character and heritage value of the town.

References -
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT32

Site Description:

House, 'Palm Villa'
Springhead Road
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Location:

Springhead Road
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Mr. A. Scrirngeour
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

24
6507
Talunga
304/ 142

13
20

392·-----------------------~meracha heritage survey

GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT35

Site Description:

St. George's Anglican Church
Tuck Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural -

This simply constructed building of four bays has typical early features with small pointed
arch windows with heads of shaped shone voussoirs and sills of solid stone slabs.
Constructed of sandstone rubble, roughly shaped to surrounds of openings, the building has
buttressed walls. The form of the building is similar to the early Stuckey churches, with
gables carried up as parapets and a bell-tower over the main entrance. There is a rendered
addition at the rear. The church is elevated on a hill overlooking the town of Mount Torrens.
Historical -

Built in 1860 the church has the Turner and Mullins family graveyard at the front.
References -

Stark, P, "Project 9", Vol. 11, National Trust of South Australia, 1980.
National Trust of South Australia File No. 3131.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT35

Site Description:

St. George's Anglican Church
Tuck Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Location:

Tuck Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Description:

Stone Church and Cemetery

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

1
Pt.6506
Talunga
2654/121

LGA:

District Council of Gurneracha

Owner:

Anglican Church in Australia
Synod of the Diocese of Murray
c/- PO Box 394
Murray Bridge SA 5253

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

13
23
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT36

Site Description:

Former Methodist Manse
Tuck Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural -

This house is constructed of stone with brick dressings, and hipped and gabled corrugated
iron clad roof.

Historical Built in 1909, this new manse was erected adjoining the site on which the first Bible
Christian Church and manse were erected in 1854. The first school was opened in the Bible
Christian Chapel in 1854. The Bible Christian Chapel and manse were demolished in 1920,
and the stone was used to build a hall, attached to the Uniting Church in Townsend Street.

References Mr Kym Clark.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT36

Site Description:

Former Methodist Manse
Tuck Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Location:

Tuck Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Description:

Stone and Brick House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Mrs. F. Paech
PO Box 106
LOBETHAL SA 5241

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

17, 18
6506
Talunga
26951179

13
24
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT37

Site Description:

Former 'James Dunn' House
Oval Road
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural Two-storey Georgian residence with rendered walls, hipped corrugated iron roof and twostorey verandah with decorative timber dentils. The windows are 12 pane timber sash with
slate sills. There are later additions to side and rear.
Historical The only farmhouse of this style to have been built in the Mount Torrens area, it is thought
to have been built by James Dunn one of the early settlers in Mount Torrens.
References MrKym Clark
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT37

Site Description:

Former 'James Dunn' House
Oval Road
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Location:

Oval Road
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Description:

Two-Storey Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

2
6208
Talunga
5067/652

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

P.J. & M.G. Edwards
"Barton Springs"
P .O. Box 364
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

398

12
21
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT38

Site Description:

'Barton Springs' Ruins
off Tuck Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural Ruins of four stone buildings, one is partly restored.
Historical Said to be the first buildings in Mount Torrens and the area, compromising a farm house
and tavern called the 'Cornish Arms Hotel', stables and a blacksmith's forge . This was a
staging post for the bullock trains which travelled between Adelaide and Mannum.
References Architecture in Australia Oct. 1968, p 795
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT38

Site Description:

'Barton Springs' Ruins
off Tuck Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Location:

offTuck Street
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Description:

Stone Ruins

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

C.V. & P.J. Morton
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

A
6505
Talunga
2598/98

12
22,23
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT39

Site Description:

House
Herrmann's Boundary Road
MOUNT SINAI SA 5244

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural -

Two-roomed bluestone house with red brick quoins and bullnose verandah to front. The
roof is high pitched and clad in corrugated iron. Ornate timber brackets are evident to the
verandah. There are later skillion roof additions at rear.
Historical -

This is a simple house which although not distinctive in terms of construction or design, is
of local value, since it represents the simple vernacular style of its period, about 1860 1870. This house is one of four almost identical cottages located in very close proximity to
each other. They are located one kilometre east of Mount Torrens and may be remnants of
Mount Torrens East, a subdivision made in 1861.
References -

MrKym Clark
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT39

Site Description:

House
Herrmanns Boundary Road
MOUNT SINAI SA 5244

Location:

Herrmanns Boundary Road
MOUNT SINAI SA 5244

Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

6407
Talunga
3637/21

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Mr. Reginald G. Fountain
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

4
23
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT40

Site Description:

House
Tungkillo Road
MOUNT SINAI SA 5244

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE:

Architectural -

Two roomed bluestone house with red brick quoins and bullnose verandah to front. The
roof is high pitched and clad in corrugated iron. Ornate timber brackets are evident to the
verandah. There are later skillion roof additions at rear.
Historical -

This is a simple house which although not distinctive in terms of construction or design, is
of local value, since it represents the simple vernacular style of its period, about 1860 1870. This house is one offour almost identical cottages located in very close proximity to
each other. They are located one kilometre east of Mount Torrens and may be remnants of
Mount Torrens East, a subdivision made in 1861.
References -

Mr Kym Clark.
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY

Survey Place No:

MT40

Site Description:

House
Tungkillo Road
MOUNT SINAI SA 5244

Location:

Tungk.illo Road
MOUNT SINAI SA 5244

Description:

Stone House

Land Description:

Allotment
Section No.
Hundred of
Certificate of Title

LGA:

District Council of Gumeracha

Owner:

Mr Edwin Clark
MOUNT TORRENS SA 5244

Photographs:

Film No.
Negative No.

51
1674
Talunga
4185/41

4
24
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8.

HISTORIC CONSERVATION ZONES : RECOMMENDATIONS
An Historic Conservation Zone should possess a distinctive historic, architectural or other
character which is considered to be desirable to protect and enhance through the
Development Plan, while not necessarily exhibiting the exceptional merit required for a
State Heritage Area.
The historic character of the Zone is in reality a combination of the building stock, the open
space surrounding the buildings, the pattern of subdivision and street layout and the
general topography of the area.
The objective and principles of an Historic Conservation Zone are designed to ensure that
this unique and distinctive character is recognised and that future development within the
Zone preserves the enhances this historic character of the area in terms of:
•

the retention of any buildings, building elements and other development that
contributes to the heritage character of the Zone;

•

ensuring that new development is sited, designed and built m a manner that
reinforces and enhances the historic character of the Zone.

The implementation of an Historic Conservation Zone ensures that the uncontrolled
demolition of significant buildings which contribute to the character of a Zone, is
prevented and that the alterations and additions to these buildings is the subject of review
and consideration by Council's planning department.
As a result of this heritage survey, the following areas are recommended as Historic
Conservation Zones:
•
•
•

Houghton Historic Conservation Zone
Birdwood Historic Conservation Zone
Gumeracha Historic Conservation Zone.

These Zones are identified on Figures 8.1 , 8.2 and 8.3.
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Figure 8.1

HOUGHTON HISTORIC CONSERVATION ZONE
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY
Figure 8.2

BIRDWOOD HISTORIC CONSERVATION ZONE
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Figure 8.3
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8.1

Houghton Historic Conservation Zone
8.1.1

Zone Description
This Zone comprises a collection of buildings surrounding a triangular
reserve of land, defined by Lower North East Road, Black Hill Road and
Hom Street.
Places of heritage value within this Zone include:
•

8.1.2

Local Heritage Places:
House, Lower North East Road (HNOI)
Former Shop and House, 2 William Street (HN02)
'Robenia's Cottage', Hom Street, (HN08)
'Pine Lodge', Black Hill Road (HN09)
'Bristol House', Houghton Hollow Road (HNIO)
Former Methodist Church, Hom Street (HN12)
Houghton Uniting Church, Hom Street (HN13).

Historic Character
Houghton was laid out in 1841 to form the first village community in the
district following the subdivision of Section 5519 by John Richardson.
The Section was divided into 50 allotments with a village common of
about 10 acres. The village prospered, located as it was on the road across
Gilles Plains, through Tea Tree Gully to the special surveys of the South
Australian Company at Paracombe, Hermitage, Chain of Ponds and
beyond. Houghton had the only blacksmith's shop and tavern between
Walkerville and Chain of Ponds, thus ensuring it was a popular resting
spot for teamsters and travellers. The school, chapel and post office also
ensured the village was a focus for settlers in the district.
Houghton was the first village in the area and is the last to retain a readily
recognisable identify.
The majority of items within the Zone were constructed prior to 1870, with
cottages built in (King) William Street in the 1840's still occupied. The
earliest store, built in 1844, also survives.
These buildings together with the two Churches in Hom Street create a
cohesive townscape with a high level of integrity.
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Black Hill Road, Houghton

Horn Street, Houghton
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Hom Street, Houghton

Hom Street, Houghton
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8.2

Birdwood Historic Conservation Zone
8.2.1

Zone Description
This Zone comprises the township of Birdwood and is focussed
along Shannon Street. The Zone includes all of the remaning early
modes of settlement; namely around the Holy Cross Luterhan
Church, around the mill building and the section of town originally
known as Oliventhal.
Places of heritage value within this Zone include:

412

•

Existing State Heritage Places:
Birdwood Mill, Shannon Street (BD43)

•

Recommended State Heritage Places:
Cottage, 'Oliventhal Cottage', Olivedale Road (BD25)

•

Local Heritage Places:
Former House & Shop, Church Street (BD12)
House, Church Street (BD13)
Shop and Residence, ('Birdwood Cottage') Shannon Street
(BD14)
House, Shannon Street (BD 15)
Former Primary School, 33 Shannon Street (BD16)
Former Shop and House, Cnr Cromer Rd and Shannon
Street (BD 17)
Birdwood Primary School (formerly 'Pflaum House'),
Shannon Street (BD 18)
Mill Manager's House, Shannon Street (BD 19)
Former House, Shannon Street (BD20)
Former Butter Factory ('Meribah'), Cromer Road (BD21)
Former Theo Pflaum House, Shannon Street (BD22)
Birdwood Post Office, Shannon Street (BD23)
Birdwood Institute, Shannon Street (BD24)
Cottage, Olivedale Street (BD26)
Former Railway Employee's House, 56 Shannon Street
(BD27)
Former Railway Employee's House, 54 Shannon Street
(BD28)
'Aberfoyle', 52 Shannon Street (BD29)
Cottage, 10 Talunga Street (BD30)
Cottage, 12 Talunga Street (BD31)
Cottage, 14 Talunga Street (BD32)
Cottage, 16 Talunga Street (BD33)
Cottage, 'Rose Cottage', 18 Talunga Street (BD34)
Former Bismark Hotel, Shannon Street (BD35)
Former Farrier's Shop, William Street (BD36)
St Matthew's Catholic Church, Shannon Street (BD3 7)
meracha heritage survey

Blumberg Hotel, Shannon Street (BD38)
Shop and Residence, Shannon Street (BD39)
Former Maerschel's Garage, Shannon Street (BD40)
Former Pflaum Store, Shannon Street (BD41)
Lutheran Church and Cemetery Complex, Church Street
(BD42)
Cottage, Olivedale Street (BD44)
House 'St Albans', Pool Street (BD45)
Cottage, Olivedale Street (BD46)
Former Saddler's Shop and House, Shannon Street (BD48)
House, Shannon Street (BD49)

8.2.2

Historic Character
Birdwood developed as a series of settlement nodes. The first node
was on the Williamstown Road in the area of the present Lutheran
Church.
The next principal node within this Zone occurred around the mill
which was first built on the site occupied by the present Birdwood
Mill Museum. This section of land, which was to become
'Blumberg' was purchased by Gottlieb Blumel in 1854 from George
Fife Angas.
Blumel subdivided this land and sold allotments for a blacksmith and
wheewright business to be set up adjacent to the mill which had
been established prior to 1854.
The Napoleon Bonaparte Hotel (Blumberg Hotel) was established
and a commercial core soon sprang up around the mill.
Approximately one kilometre to the east of Blumberg another node
of settlement was established on the lines of a small 'hufen' style
German village. This node was known as Oliventhal. Johann
Gottlieb Lindner and Johann Carl Aberle purchased the land for this
subdivision from George Fife Angas in 1857.
Oliventhal had its own identity, separate from that of Blumberg,
until infilling between the two modes after the Second World War
gradually linked these centres to form one long strip along Shannon
Street.
This proposed Zone contains early German settlers cottages, the
Lutheran Church precinct and the central mill and associated
commercial core. The zone clearly demonstrates the unique
character and development of the present township of Birdwood
from its disparate origins focussing on the influence and early
emphasis of religion, milling and traditional German style settlement
patterns.
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•

Olivedale Street, Birdwood
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8.3

Gumeracha Historic Conservation Zone
8.3.1

Zone Description
This Zone is located on a section of the Lobethal Road adjacent to
the Kenton Creek and focused about the Gumeracha (Randell's)
Flour Mill. Places of heritage value within this zone include:
Places ofheritage value within this Zone include:
•

Existing State Heritage Places:
Mill Cottages, Lobethal Road (GU41).
'Ring of Oaks', corner John Fisher & Victoria Avenues (GU40).

•

Recommended State Heritage Places:
Salem Baptist Church, Lobethal Road (GU19).

•

Local Heritage Places:
Former Randell's Mill, Lobethal Road (GU34).
Former Mill Manager's House, Lobethal Road (GU39).

8.3.2 Historic Character
This area pre-dates the subdivision and sale of the township of
Gumeracha and developed on land owned by William Beavis
Randell and focused around the Church and Mill.
A small
community lived in the vicinity of Randell's property, 'Kenton Park',
and were responsible for constructing the Salem Baptist Church in
1845 on land donated by Randell.
A miller in England, Randell was keen to establish a mill on his
property. In 1846 he built the mill together with a row of cottages
for the mill employees. A stable and wheat store was also built in
the vicinity of the mill. The mill was guttered by fire in 1912 and
rebuilt having previously changed in use from milling to that of a cooperative butter factory and in 1892 a cheese factory. These latter
uses demonstrate the importance of the dairy industry in the district.
In 1848 Randell built a residence for the Mill Manager (one of his
sons) and in 1856 a courthouse and police station was built
indicating the growth of the district following the subdivision and
offering for sale of Gumeracha township in 1853. The police station
and courthouse was used from 1910 as a small hospital, following
the construction of a new station and court in Albert Street.
Buildings within this compact area are of stone construction with a
high level of integrity and have not been significantly compromised.
The Zone clearly demonstrates the unique character and
development of the district with its early emphasis on religion and
milling and of the influence of Randell on the community of
Gumeracha.
4 1 6 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - E > u m e r a c h a heritage survey

Victoria Street, Gumeracha

'Ring of Oaks', Gumeracha
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9.

SURVEY INVENTORY
The following is a complete list of all places assessed during the field work
component of this heritage survey. It includes those places surveyed which were
deemed to qualify for listing at a local level, as well as those places which are
recommended for entry in the State Heritage Register, for declaration as State
Heritage Areas or as Historic Conservation Zones. Places surveyed but which
were not considered worthy of listing have also been included to identify the
breadth of this survey. This also list includes all places which have previously been
identified and entered in the State Heritage Register, the Register of the National
Estate or identified by the National Trust of South Australia.
Abbreviations used in the inventory refers to the following:

Survey Place No:

This is the place's location on the survey map

Place:

A description or commonly used name for the place

Location:

Street or road on which the place is located

Map Ref:

AMG co-ordinates

Map Sheet:

Map sheets

A
B

0
T

Adelaide
Barossa
Onkaparinga
Tepko

6628-3
6628-1
6628-2
6728-3

Pt 6528-2

Heritage Status:
Local:

L

Places of local heritage value.

State
Heritage
Register:

SHR

Currently entered in State Heritage Register.

R

Recommended for entry in the State Heritage
Register.

F

Place with a file at the State Heritage Branch, but has
not been recommended.

R

Register of the National Estate : Registered.

c

Classified by the National Trust of South Australia.
Recorded by the National Trust of South Australia.
Filed by the National Trust of South Australia ..

National
Estate:
National
Trust:

R
F
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GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY
INVENTORY OF HERITAGE PLACES
HERITAGE STATUS
Survey
Place
~o.

Place

Location

AMG
Reference

Map
Sheet

Local
Heritage

L

State
Heritage

National
Estate

BIRDWOOD
BD01

Homestead,
'Jerilderie'

RathjenRd,
Birdwood

115 464

ONK

BD02

Cemetery

Cromer Rd. Bonney
Flat, Birdwood

139 481

ONK

BD03

House

Martin Hill Rd,
Birdwood

117 482

ONK

BD04

House

MannumRd,
Birdwood

151 463

ONK

BD 05

Highland Park

Coger's Rd,
Birdwood

151 464

ONK

BD06

House&
Outbuildings

MuellerRd,
Birdwood

117 440

ONK

BD07

FarmHouse

McCleanRd,
Birdwood

180 440

TPK

BD08

Farm Ruins

Mueller Rd,
Birdwood

122 440

ONK

L

BD09

Cottage, 'lvynook
Cottage'

MannumRd,
Birdwood

115 446

ONK

L

BD 10

Farm Ruins

BlocksRd,
Birdwood

157 441

ONK

BD 11

Stony Creek
Bridge

MannumRd,
Birdwood

168 469

ONK

BD 12

Former Shop &
House

Church St,
Birdwood

127 451

ONK

L

BD 13

House

Church St,
Birdwood

126 451

ONK

L

BD 14

Shop & House

Shannon St,
Birdwood

128 448

ONK

L

BD 15

House

Shannon St,
Birdwood

127 448

ONK

L

BD 16

Former Primary
School

Shannon St,
Birdwood

132 449

ONK

L

BD 17

Former Shop
&House

Cnr. Cromer Rdl
Shannon St, Birdwood

138 451

ONK

L

L
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BD 18

Birdwood Primary
School (former
Pflaum House)

Shannon St,
Birdwood

134 449

ONK

L

BD 19

Mill Manager's
House

Shannon St,
Birdwood

127 447

ONK

L

BD20

Former House

Shannon St,
Birdwood

127 448

ONK

L

BD21

fomer Butter
Factory ('Meribah')

CromerRd,
Birdwood

127 453

ONK

L

BD22

Former 'Theo
Pflaum' House

Shannon St,
Birdwood

136 450

ONK

L

BD23

Birdwood Post
Office

Shannon St,
Birdwood

128 448

ONK

L

BD24

Birdwood
Institute

Shannon St,
Birdwood

132 449

ONK

L

BD25

Oliventhal
Cottage

Olivedale Rd,
Birdwood

141 453

ONK

BD26

Cottage

Olivedale St,
Birdwood

140 452

ONK

L

BD27

Former Railway
Employees House

54 Shannon St,
Birdwood

137 449

ONK

L

BD28

Former Railway
Employees House

56 Shannon St,
Birdwood

136 449

ONK

L

BD29

House, 'Aberfoyle'

52 Shannon St,
Birdwood

138 449

ONK

L

BD 30

Cottage

10 Talunga St.
Birdwood

136 448

ONK

L

BD 31

Cottage

12 Talunga St.
Birdwood

136 448

ONK

L

BD32

Cottage

14 Talunga St.
Birdwood

137 448

ONK

L

BD33

Cottage

16 Talunga St.
Birdwood

137 448

ONK

L

BD 34

'Rose Cottage'

18 Ta1unga St.
Birdwood

137 448

ONK

L

State
Heritage

National
Estate

R
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BD35

Former Bismark
Hotel

Shannon St,
Birdwood

130 499

ONK

L

BD36

Former Farrier's
Shop

William St,
Birdwood

130 448

ONK

L

BD 37

St. Matthew's
Catholic Church

Shannon St,
Birdwood

127 447

ONK

L

BD38

Blumberg Hotel

Shannon St,
Birdwood

130 448

ONK

L

BD39

Shop & Residence

Cnr. Cromer Rd./
Olivedale St.
Birdwood

138 457

ONK

L

BD40

Former
Maerschell's
Garage

Shannon St,
Birdwood

131 449

ONK

L

BD41

Former Pflaum
Store

Shannon St,
Birdwood

126 447

ONK

BD42

Lutheran Church
& Cemetery
Complex

Church St,
Birdwood

121 451

ONK

BD43

Birdwood
Mill

Shannon St,
Birdwood

127 448

ONK

BD44

Cottage

Olivedale St,
Birdwood

142 453

ONK

L

BD45

House, 'St. Albans'

Pool St,
Birdwood

138 449

ONK

L

BD46

Cottage

Olivedale St,
Birdwood

142 452

ONK

L

BD47

Timber House

17 Pool St,
Birdwood

139 450

ONK

BD48

Former Saddlers
Shop & House

Shannon St,
Birdwood

133 448

ONK

L

BD49

House

Shannon St,
Birdwood

132 448

ONK

L

BD 50

'The Blocks' Farm

Blocks Road
Birdwood

516 443

ONK

State
Heritage

National
Estate

L

SHR
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F

National
Estate

CUDLEE CREEK
CK01

Millbrook Primary
School Ruin

Sunninghlll Rd,
Cudlee Creek

065 429

ONK

L

CK02

Fonner Cold Store
Manager's House

Gould Place,
Cudlee Creek

017422

ONK

L

CK03

Fonner Cold Store
Employee's House

Gould Place,
Cudlee Creek

017421

ONK

L

CK04

Former Cold Store
Employee's House

Gould Place, Cudlee
Creek

018 421

ONK

CK05

Fonner Cold Store
Employee's House

Gould Place,
Cudlee Creek

018 420

ONK

L

CK06

Cudlee Creek
Methodist Church

Gould Place,
Cudlee Creek

020 419

ONK

L

CK07

Cudlee Creek
Cemetery

Gould Place,
Cudlee Creek

019 419

ONK

CK08

Hoads Bridge

Gorge Road,
Cudlee Creek

003 423

ONK

L

FORRESTON
FN01

Fonner Post
Office

Lot 10, Main Rd
Forreston

078 473

ONK

L

FN02

Cottage

Lot 50 Jamieson Rd.
Forreston

078 473

ONK

L

FN03

House

Lot 29 Jamieson Rd.
Forreston

078 472

ONK

L

FN04

House

Jamieson Rd.
Forreston

079 472

ONK

L

FN05

Cottage, 'Crooks
Cottage'

Agnes St,
Forreston

078 471

ONK

L

FN06

Fonner Eglington
Store, Post Office
&House

MainRd,
Forreston

073 473

ONK

L

FN07

Fonner 'Forrest
House'

MainRd,
Forreston

074 474

ONK

L

FN08

'Cellar Bridge'

Off Jamieson Road,
Forreston

078 474

ONK

L

gumeracha heritage survey_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _423

National
Trust

GUMERACHA HERITAGE SURVEY
INVENTORY OF HERITAGE PLACES

HERITAGE STATUS
Survey
Place
No.

AMG
Reference

Map
Sheet

Local
Heritage

Place

Location

FN09

Homestead,
'Lansdowne'

Williamstown
Rd, Forreston

075 466

ONK

L

FNlO

Homestead,
'Tollcross'

Quinns Road,
Forreston

095 478

ONK

L

FNll

Homestead,
'Masula Park'

Forrest Road,
Forreston

067 479

ONK

L

FN 12

Former School

Main Road,
Forreston

078 473

ONK

FN 13

Former Hall

Main Road
Forreston

079 474

ONK

Deloraine Rd,
Kersbrook
Watts Gully Rd.
Kersbrook

539 084

BAR

533 082

BAR

L

Little Para Rd
Kersbrook

537 056

BAR

L

Deloraine Rd.,
Kersbrook

530 069

BAR

State
Heritage

National
Estate

KERSBROOK

KB01

House

KB02

KB04

Homestead,
'Puddleduck
Farm'
Homestead &
Outbuildings,
'Willommurra'
Mine Site

KB 05

Jindabine

Hill Rd,
Kersbrook

059 498

ONK

KB06

House

Powells Rd,
Kersbrook

053 509

ONK

.KB07

House

ForrestRd,
Kersbrook

023 498

ONK

KB08

House

KentRd,
Kersbrook

022 495

ONK

KB09

Church of
Christ

Scott St,
Kersbrook

033 486

ONK

L

KB 10

Barn, 'Bowden's
Barn'

Little Para Rd
Kersbrook

030 479

ONK

L

KBll

Former
Wheatsheaf Inn

Scott St,
Kersbrook

034 487

ONK

L

KB12

Kersbrook
Institute

Scott St,
Kersbrook

033 488

ONK

L

KB 03

F

F
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KB13

Soldiers Memorial
Oval & Gates

Scott St,
Kersbrook

037 492

ONK

KB 14

Cottage, 'Primrose
Cottage'

25 Spring St,
Kersbrook

033 486

ONK

KB 15

Kersbrook
Primary School

Bowden St,
Kersbrook

031 488

ONK

KB 16

Cottage

Spring St,
Kersbrook

035 486

ONK

KB 17

Cottage

Spring St,
Kersbrook

035 487

ONK

KB 18

Cottage

Emma St,
Kersbrook

035 489

ONK

KB 19

Uniting Church

Little Para Rd
Kersbrook

030 479

ONK

KB20

Cottage

Forrest Road
Kersbrook

023 498

ONK

Local
Heritage

State
Heritage

National
Estate

L

R

L

L

GUMERACHA
GU01

Cottage, 'Winton
Cottage'

Winton Rd.,
Gumeracha

089 461

ONK

L

GU02

Former Kenton
Arms Hotel

Victoria St.,
Gumeracha

063 440

ONK

L

GU03

Gumeracha
Uniting Church

Wellington St,
Gumeracha

064 440

ONK

L

GU04

Kersbrook
Co-Op Pty Ltd

Lobethal Rd.,
Gumeracha

066 438

ONK

GU05

House

14 Victoria St.
Gumeracha

065 440

ONK

GU06

Killara

7 Victoria St.
Gumeracha

065 439

ONK

GUO?

Barn

David St,
Gumeracha

064 438

ONK

GU08

House

13 Victoria St.
Gumeracha

065 439

ONK

GU09

House

15 Victoria St,
Gumeracha

065 438

ONK
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GU 10

House

11 Victoria St.
Gumeracha

065 438

ONK

GU 11

House

Victoria St,
Gumeracha

066 439

ONK

GU 12

Gumeracha
Primary School

Albert St,
Gumeracha

061 443

ONK

GU 13

House

8 Wellington St,
Gumeracha

066 440

ONK

GU 14

Former Methodist
Manse

7 Wellinton St,
Gumeracha

065 441

ONK

GU 15

House

10 Wellington St,
Gumeracha

066 441

ONK

GU 16

House

15 Wellington St,
Gumeracha

066 442

ONK

GU 17

House

19 Wellington St,
Gumeracha

066 443

ONK

GU 18

Baptist Church
Manse

28 Victoria St,
Gumeracha

067 436

ONK

GU 19

Salem Baptist
Church

Lobethal Rd.
Gumeracha

068 437

ONK

GU20

Clark House

Gumeracha/Cudlee
Creek Rd,
Gumeracha

049 446

ONK

GU21

Mine Site

Jackson Hill Rd,
Gumeracha

093 420

ONK

GU22

Gumeracha
Institute

Albert St,
Gumeracha

067 445

ONK

GU23

House

17 Murray St,
Gumeracha

067 443

ONK

GU24

House

16 Murray St,
Gumeracha

067 443

ONK

GU25

House

6 Murray St,
Gumeracha

066 442

ONK

GU26

House

10 Murray St,
Gumeracha

067 442

ONK

AMG
Reference

Map
Sheet

Local
Heritage

State
Heritage

National
Estate

L

L

L

R

L

L
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GU27

House

10 Murray St,
Gumeracha

067 443

ONK

GU28

Store

Albert Street,
Gumeracha

065 440

ONK

L

GU29

Gumeracha
Bridge

Cudlee Creek/
Gumeracha Rd
Gumeracha

034 443

ONK

L

GU30

Gumeracha
Weir

Cudlee Creek/
Gumeracha Rd
Gumeracha

034 445

ONK

L

GU31

Mileage Post

Forreston Rd,
Gumeracha

072 461

ONK

L

GU32

ANZBank&
House

Albert St,
Gumeracha

066 437

ONK

L

GU33

Former Police
Station & Court
House
Former Randell's
Mill

Lobethal Rd,
Gumeracha

069 437

ONK

L

Lobethal Rd.
Gumeracha

071 437

ONK

L

GU35

Post Office

Albert St,
Gumeracha

066 436

ONK

L

GU36

Former General
Store

Albert St,
Gumeracha

065 439

ONK

L

GU37

House

Albert St,
Gumeracha

064 439

ONK

L

GU38

Police Station &
Court House

Albert St,
Gumeracha

067 436

ONK

L

GU39

Mill Manager's
House

Victoria St,
Gumeracha

069 437

ONK

L

GU40

Ring of Oaks

John Fisher Ave
Gumeracha

068 437

ONK

SHR

GU41

Mill Cottages

Lobethal Rd,
Gumeracha

071 444

ONK

SHR

GU42

Homestead,
Kenton Park

MannumRd,
Gumeracha

072 447

ONK

SHR

GU43

Homestead,
Ludlow House

Cudlee Creek
Rd, Gumeracha

ONK

SHR

GU34

AMG
Reference

Map
Sheet

Local
Heritage

State
Heritage

National
Estate
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GU44

Memorial

Albert St,
Gumeracha

066 444

ONK

GU45

Cemetery

Victoria St,
Gumeracha

071 457

ONK

GU46

The Willows

Forreston Rd,
Gumeracha

067 453

ONK

GU47

Soldiers Memorial
Hospital

Albert St,
Gumeracha

062 440

ONK

GU48

Gumeracha Hotel

Albert St,
Gumeracha

064 443

ONK

GU49

House &
Outbuildings

Cudlee Creek Road
Gumeracha

049 446

ONK

GU50

Cottage

Beavis Court,
Gumeracha

Local
Heritage

State
Heritage

National
Estate

L

KENTON VALLEY
Berry Hill Rd
Kenton Valley

061 402

ONK

L

KV02

Primitive
Methodist
Church Ruin
House

Nertherhill Rd
Kenton Valley

068 415

ONK

L

KV03

House, 'Netherhill'

Nertherhill Rd
Kenton Valley

062 410

ONK

L

KV04

Former Aenon
Chapel

Lobethal Rd
Kenton Valley

050 422

ONK

L

KV05

Homestead,
'Hatchlands'

Hatchlands Rd
Kenton Valley

054 407

ONK

L

KV01

HOUGHTON
HN01

House

Lower Nth East
RdHoughton

951 435

ONK

L

HN02

Former Store
& House

William St,
Houghton

952 435

ONK

L

HN03

Houghton
Cemetery

Blackhill Rd,
Houghton

959 436

ONK

HN04

Houghton War
Memorial

Houghton

953 435

ONK
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HN05

Houghton
Common

Houghton

950 433

ONK

HN06

House

Nth EastRd,
Houghton

955 442

ONK

HN07

House

NthEastRd,
Houghton

957 438

ONK

HN08

Cottage, 'Robenia
Cottage'

Horn St,
Houghton

953 435

ONK

L

HN09

'Pine Lodge',
Former Rechabite
Lodge
House, 'Bristol
House'

Lower Nth East
Rd, Houghton

953 437

ONK

L

Houghton Hollow
RdHoughton

952 435

ONK

L

HNll

Houghton Primary
School

Lower Nth East
Rd Houghton

948 432

ONK

L

HN 12

Former Methodist
Church

Horn St,
Houghton

953 434

ONK

L

HN 13

Houghton Uniting
Church & School

Horn St,
Houghton

952 434

ONK

L

HN 14

House

Horn St,
Houghton

954 436

ONK

HN 10

Heritage

State
Heritage

National

National

Estate

Trust

F

LOWER HERMITAGE, PARACOMBE,
INGLEWOOD
LH01

'Linlithgow'

Lower Hermitage
RdLower
Hermitage

967 466

ONK

LH02

Post & Mud Infill
Hut

Lower Hermitage
RdLower
Hermitage

957 459

ONK

LH03

Paracombe Cold
Store

Paracombe Rd,
Houghton

974 424

ONK

LH04

House

Main Road,
Inglewood

961 441

ONK

LH05

Barn

Main Road,
Inglewood

963 441

ONK

LH06

Inglewood Bridge

Main Road,
Inglewood

963 441

ONK
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LH07

Break-Neck
Cutting

Nth East Rd. ,
Inglewood

980 466

ONK

LH08

House

Millbrook Rd.,
Inglewood

966 463

ONK

LH09

Inglewood Inn

NthEastRd,
Inglewood

961442

ONK

SHR

LH 10

GlenEwin

Lower Hermitage
Rd, Lower
Hermitage

952 410

ONK

R

LH 11

House & Barn

Chapman Road
Inglewood

970 442

ONK

134 354

ONK

L

ONK

L

National
Estate

L

MOUNT TORRENS
MT01

House 'Millerways'

Springhead Rd
Mt Torrens

MT02

Former
Blacksmiths House
&Shop
House

Springhead Rd
Mt Torrens
Springhead Rd
Mt Torrens

132 364

ONK

L

Cottage,
'Cherryplum'
Cottage
House 'Royston
Cottage'

Springhead Rd
Mt Torrens

133 355

ONK

L

Springhead Rd
Mt Torrens

133 345

ONK

L

MT06

Former Shop
&House

Cnr. Springhead
Rd & Adelaide
Road

133 386

ONK

L

MT07

Mount Torrens
Hotel

Townsend St.,
Mt. Torrens

134 387

ONK

L

MT08

Shop &House

Townsend St,
Mt. Torrens

133 387

ONK

L

MT09

Former
Wheelright's
Shop & House

Townsend St
Mt. Torrens

134 580

ONK

L

MT 10

Sumner's
Bakery

Townsend St,
Mt. Torrens

134 380

ONK

L

MT03

MT04

MT05
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MT 11

House

Townsend St,
Mt. Torrens

134 388

ONK

MT 12

Store, Post
Office & Residence

Townsend St,
Mt. Torrens

134 388

ONK

MT 13

House, 'Sancreed'
(former post office)

Townsend St,
Mt. Torrens

134 389

ONK

L

MT 14

Coach House

Townsend St,
Mt. Torrens

134 389

ONK

L

MT 15

'Townsend House'

Townsend St.
Mt. Torrens

135 389

ONK

L

MT 16

Former Flour Mill

Townsend St,
Mt. Torrens

135 389

ONK

L

MT 17

'Marlow Cottage'

Townsend St,
Mt. Torrens

135 389

ONK

L

MT 18

House

Townsend St.
Mt. Torrens

135 389

ONK

MT 19

Cambridge House

Townsend St,
Mt. Torrens

134 390

ONK

MT20

House

Townsend St,
Mt. Torrens

134 390

ONK

MT21

Stone Cottage

Townsend St,
Mt. Torrens

135 390

ONK

MT22

Former Wine Store
& Tavern

Townsend St,
Mt. Torrens

134 390

ONK

MT23

House

Townsend St,
Mt. Torrens

135 392

ONK

MT24

Soldiers Memorial
Hall

Townsend St,
Mt. Torrens

134 391

ONK

MT25

Uniting Church

Townsend St,
Mt. Torrens

134 390

ONK

MT26

Store &
Residence

Townsend St,
Mt. Torrens

136 388

ONK

MT27

Warehouse

Townsend St,
Mt. Torrens

135 388

ONK

AMG
Reference

Map
Sheet

Local
Heritage

State
Heritage

National
Estate

L

R

L

L

L

L
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MT28

Cottage

Townsend St,
Mt. Torrens

135 387

ONK

MT29

Bridge

Townsend St,
Mt. Torrens

135 387

ONK

L

MT30

Former Cobbler's
Store

Townsend St,
Mt. Torrens

135 386

ONK

L

MT31

Former Carpenter's
Shop

Townsend St,
Mt Torrens

135 386

ONK

L

MT32

House, 'Palm Villa'

Cnr. Springhead Rd,
Townsend St, Mt.
Torrens

134 386

ONK

L

MT33

Old School
Building

Prescott St,
Mt. Torrens

134 386

ONK

MT34

Cottage

Mount View Rd
Mt. Torrens

136 388

ONK

MT35

St. George's
Anglican Church

Tuck St,
Mt. Torrens

131 386

ONK

L

MT36

Former Methodist
Manse

Tuck St,
Mt. Torrens

133 389

ONK

L

MT37

Former 'James
Dunn' House

OvalRd,
Mt. Torrens

124 389

ONK

L

MT38

'Barton Springs'
Ruins

Mt. Torrens

129 389

ONK

L

MT39

House

Herrmanns
Boundary Rd,
Mount Sinai

148 384

ONK

L

MT40

House

Tungkillo Rd
Mount Sinai

140 385

ONK

L

MT41

House

Cnr. Herrmanns/
Tungkillo Rd,
Mount Sinai

147 386

ONK

MT42

House

Tungkillo Rd
Mount Sinai

149 389

ONK

MT43

Gold Battery

Birdwood Road
Mt Torrens

140 417

ONK

AMG
Reference

Map
Sheet

Local
Heritage

State
Heritage

National
Estate

SHR
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