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HERITAGE OF EIGHT LOWER NORTH TOWNS

Mr. Masters gave a written memo stating for what object

these two allotments were intended.173

Unfortunately for the Church of England the necessary information needed to retain these

allotments apparently vanished with Masters.

The dynamic formation of the town and apparent activity in the early years were not true
indicators of the overall situation at Saddleworth. One journalist reviewing the Mid North in

1866 wrote quite disparagingly:

Saddleworth is quite embryotic, so much so that in the
neighbourhood it is still called by the original name of the

public-house that formed the nucleus of it—The Stone Hut.

The first building you come to is the store, a good-sized,
well-stocked est. whose bustling appearance speaks well of
the consumptive powers of the other three householders. In
saying three we a speak a little at random, there might be four
or even five but there are certainly not more than the half-

dozen.

The store has one side of a prospective street nearly all to
itself. On the other side, and at the further end is the public
house. It looks none the better for wear, and not overdone
with custom. Sensible people these at Saddleworth, who
invest their money in tea rather than colonial ale. From
circumstantial evidence we should infer that there is a

flourishing Temperance Society in the place.176

Such caustic journalism perhaps hid the fact that the town was considered ‘a postal township’
in ‘essentially an agricultural district, producing large quantities of wheat, but very little else . . .
There is one steam flourmill, just erected, a post-office and a public pound. There is one hotel
(Stuart’s).'177

1751, s. Burton, Gawler, to E. G. Richardson, Saddleworth, 4 March 1893, Mortlock Library,
D4770 (L), from a copy made by R.J. Noye.

176 Register, ‘Round the North in 1866, in R. J. Noye (ed.), The Midlands Chronicle of
History, Saddleworth & Districts Historical Society, Saddleworth, S. A., vol. 1, 1967, pp. 29—
30.

177 Robert P. Whitworth, op. cit., pp. 197-8.
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The quiet atmosphere of this settlement was to change markedly three years later, in 1869,
when the navvies working on the Burra railway set up camp. One writer described the scene

as ‘a hive of industry’.178

The Burra line was the first constructed during the railway boom of the 1870s-80s. Prior to
this expansionist period there had only been the Port Adelaide and Kapunda lines, a small
branch line from Port Adelaide and a tramway from Goolwa to Victor Harbor. Naturally the first
thoughts for the creation of this line grew from the mighty success of the Monster Mine. It
would be a railway to transport ore, smelted copper and supplies. However, by the time that
construction was agreed, in 1866-7, the mines themselves were working at a fast diminishing
output. The construction of the line, therefore, was stimulated by the knowledge that the

district around it was becoming of prime agricultural importance.179

In December 1869, seventeen months after construction began, the public were ‘respectfully
informed that the Northern Extension Railway will be temporarily opened . . . to Riverton,
Saddleworth, and Manoora Stations for the carriage of wheat and agricultural produce only’.
The Engineer in Chief seemed pleased with both the quality and cost of construction and felt
that goods sheds were ‘substantially and well executed’. At this time, the stations were of
basic design and built of weatherboard with skillion roof. The whole project was a triumph of

economy.180

While the bare essentials served the needs of agricultural transport, few of the passengers
who used the line enjoyed the Spartan conditions. In August 1885, Saddleworth residents
met ‘to consider the unsatisfactory accommodation for passengers going to and returning
from the railway station and to take steps to try to have a more convenient and direct road to
the station’. These folk also asked for a verandah to be erected in front of the passenger
station. While they may not have gained immediate satisfaction, by 1897-8 a number of new
stations were being erected along the line and Saddleworth gained a fine building. The
Railways Commissioner noted in 1899 that ‘during the year new stations have been built at
Saddleworth, Manocora, Mintaro and Farrell’s Flat out of loan funds, the original cost of the oid

structures having been charged to working expenses and credited to the capital account’,!81

178 R, J. Noye (ed.), The Midlands Chronicle of History. See also District Council of
Saddleworth and Auburn, Know Your District, Saddleworth, S. A., Saddleworth and Auburn
District community Development Board, 1985, pp. 6-7.

179 Much of the information on this section dealing with the Burra railway is from a thorough,
well researched publication, John Wilson, Rails to the Burra, Walkerville, S. A., Australian
Railway Historical Society S. A, Division, 1970, pp. 1-10.

180 South Australian Government Gazette, 9 December 1869, pp. 1748-9; South Australian
Parliamentary Papers, No. 16 of 18701, vol. 2, pp. 4-5. John Wilson, op. cif., pp. 10-11.

181 Observer, 22 August 1885. South Australian Parliamentary Papers, No. 47 of 1898-9, p.
5, No. 47 of 1899, p. 5.
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The railway was without doubt the catalyst for the growth of Saddleworth. The town became a
coaching terminus for those living in Auburn, Clare and that section of the Mid North. Such
traffic encouraged trade, building and an influx of population to service these needs. In 1861,
the Primitive Methodist cause got in before this rush and built a chapel. Then, in 1869, the
local Baptists began building a fine chapel. By 1870 this building was finished as was the

superbly positioned Roman Catholic Church.182

By January 1879 the National Bank of Australasia announced that it had built a branch office at
Saddleworth. Daniel Garlick had been the architect for this bank chamber—dwelling that was
constructed from local stone by the Burra builders Sara & Dunstan. Such a fine building
showed a degree of confidence, on the Bank’s part, in the future of the town. By this time,
too, John Gurr had built his large two storey shop in Belvidere Road. Soon this thoroughfare
would be lined with shops small and large. The town gained an Institute building, finely
constructed with materials from the best quarries in the region, and other stores and an hotel

on the Burra Road.

Down by the railway station a building on two levels was erected. At one time the land on
which the building stands was owned by Frederick Gray, a carrier from Clare. While much of
the origins of this building are shrouded in mystery there are some clues available. The
building was well constructed of regional bluestone and in the underground rooms are
numbers of large concrete pickling baths—used in the process for manufacturing ham and
bacon. Outside is a brick smokehouse used for curing the product. A brand hangs on a
rafter—Murmac Ham & Bacon Factory. So, possibly, Gray leased the site to this factory in the
1880s. This was also the time of the rapid rise of dairy co-operatives in the district and any ham
and bacon industry would have been a direct offshoot of the establishment of a creamery or
dairy factory.133 In 1899 Walter Henry Bee and Christopher Columbus Hill, partners in a
Saddleworth trading, storekeeping and wheat buying business, took the building over to be
used as a warehouse and store. Their trading name was painted on the railway-facing wall in
bold letters.184

Christopher Columbus Hill had a share in other Saddleworth property. Another allotment, lot
4, was jointly owned with Joseph Coleman, stockowner, and Frederick Richardson, licensed
surveyor. This was in a particularly fine position on the Burra Road, adjacent to the Institute
and close to the Post Office and Bank. In June 1894, a Society of the Church of England

182 Centenary Booklet, 1869-1969, Saddleworth Baptist Church Centenary Services.
Register, 2 July 1869.

183 See, Rob Linn, Dairy Vale, a history of co-operation, Adelaide, Dairy Vale Co-operative
Ltd, 1988, pp. 19-36.

184 Opserver, 4 January 1879, p. 5. Site visits, Saddleworth, 30, 31 August 1989, 1 June
1990. Interview with Mr Dick Sporn, Saddleworth, 30 August 1989. LTO references.
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formally acquired this piece of land. The transaction must have been accomplished earlier for
on 10 April 1894 the Bishop of Adelaide, Archdeacon Dove and the incumbent Rev. E. K.
Yeatman, laid the foundation stone of a church to be called St Aidan’s. This building was
designed by W. K. Mallyon of Port Pirie, said by one writer to be ‘the hon. architect to the
Anglican Church in South Australia’ and James & Monroe of Kapunda were builders. Mallyon
waxed lyrical to the Clerk of Works about St Aidan’s and called it ‘my greatest triumph in
Church Architecture’. On 23 August 1894 St Aidan’s Church was opened and dedicated.185

St Aidan’s was the last major building in Saddleworth in the nineteenth century. By the early
1900s, the town had assumed a major role in the district. The Cyclopedia of South Australia
drew this picture of Saddieworth in 1909:

Several cross-country roads converge on Saddleworth, and
as it has also a railway station the importance of the town,
both as a gathering and distributing centre, is enhanced
thereby. . . One result of its geographical position is that it
has been a suitable and favourite place for stock sales, and
the extensive yards which are used for that purpose are a
feature of the town. Wheat-growing exceeds in importance
all other industries in the neighbourhood, and a very
extensive area is under crop. The public buildings of
Saddleworth include a fine Institute (which has a very good
library), a handsome post office, and a good public school.
The eye of the passing traveller is caught by its well-stocked
stores and busy shops. There are four Churches—Anglican,
Baptist, Methodist, and Roman Catholic—and two benefit
societies, 186

From this time there has been little change in the face of Saddleworth. A recent résumé of the
town’s history concluded: ‘After the First World War the serious drift from the land started, and
this became even more evident after the Second World War . . . rural employment ceased
almost entirely’.187 Pessimistic words such as these hide the fact that the major part of the
town’s business is still the storage and shipment of wheat and fertilizers. While the slow tramp
of the bullock drays from Burra have been left far behind, the role of people like James

Masters, early farmers and traders, are left in the very fabric of the town.

185 1 TO references. Supplement to the Review, 1 May 1894, p. 1. From the letters of W. K.
Mallyon to the Clerk of Works, National Trust File notes no. 245. The Review, 1 September
1894, p. 134,

186 H.T. Burgess, op. cit., vol. 2, pp. 443-4.
187 South Australia: The Civic Record, 1836—1986, p. 531.
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18 TANUNDA

When George Fife Angas became interested in the colonisation of a piece of the southern
section of Australia he would not have expected many of the events that followed. His
commercial skills and religious zeal were channelled into promoting the colony, South
Australia; forming a company to utilise the land and people; persuading Government officials
to ease the path of emigration; planning his investments in the colony; and, helping those
with non-conformist religious convictions to settle in the colony. This last matter not only gave
Angas numerous contacts in the British churches, but also prompted a Lutheran pastor,
Augustus Kavel, from Klemzig, and a German missionary, Rev. D. Shrievogel, to seek out
Angas. Kavel gained an interview with Angas, by way of Charles Flaxman, Angas’ ‘confidential
clerk’,and told a story of religious persecution in his homeland. For Kavel and his people there
seemed no alternative but to leave Brandenburg for another country. South Australia

promised much.!88

Although the negotiations to effect the emigration of Kavel's people were both arduous and
tedious, by April 1838 the first ship-load of Lutherans left Hamburg for South Australia. They
arrived in November and were followed soon after by another vessel. These immigrants
settled first at some of Angas’ land on the River Torrens and, later, looked further afield for
suitable agricultural land.89 These settlers brought their mores that delineated them from the
broader British-based society. Because of the strong religious views and, through language,
a certain cultural isolation, they clustered together pursuing their new lives with vigour. They

transposed their ‘Old World' values to Australia:

It was no virtue in the immigrant Lutherans that their lives,
languages and customs were as far as possible a
continuation of their native ways; it was inevitable. They did
not disperse among the English in the growing coastal
towns, but had from the beginning their closed village
settlements. In the hills or in their new settlements forty to
sixty miles from Adelaide they could live undisturbed in the
manner of their fathers. The few English who by chance
came to live among them learned to speak German. The fact
that the English language was unknown to the first

immigrants and even to the first generation born in Australia,

188 £ Hodder, op. cit., pp. 1566181, R. E. Teusner (comp.), A short history of the Barossa
Valley, Tanunda, Barossa Valley Archives and Historical Trust, 1984, pp. 4-5.

189 Gordon Young, Early German Settlements in the Barossa Valley, South Australia,
Adelaide, Techsearch S.A., 1978, pp. 17-18.
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raised an almost impassable barrier against people of another

Volkstum (national way of Life).190

This cultural emphasis was transmitted even to the housing forms and village plans of the
Lutherans.

The Lutherans moved from the Klemzig land to a number of sites. Pastor Fritzche took one
group to a portion of Angas’ land 60 kilometres NNE of Adelaide and named the site
Bethanien. About a year later Kavel and his congregation established a similar settlement at
Langmeil. These small villages were laid out on a German farmlet plan called Hufendorf—
narrow, long strip-farmlets running contiguously along a water source. The farmsteads

themselves were, as Colin Thiele wrote:

. usually grouped around a yard—the house, sheds,
stables, barn, and sties enclosing a kind of keep. The smoke-
house usually adjoined the kitchen, and the bake-oven was a
low igloo with a small door above or to the side of the kitchen
fireplace. To this day some of the old smokehouse walls
remain as brown as varnish from a century of smoke fires (wet
sawdust or damp wood chips) necessary for curing bacons,

hams, and smoked sausages.

Walls of houses and sheds were of timber and daub or stone
and pug; roofs were of thatch. Hand-cut roofing beams,
lintels and door-frames can still be seen in some of the old
buildings, although lime mortar, galvanized iron, and sawn
timber came into use as the resources of the settlers
increased.191

One house with these attributes was built at Langmeil by the Traeger family. The first date on
the title for the Traeger's land was October 1859, but it is possible that they were part of the
first group there; the official survey occurred ten years or so after settlement in ¢.1853. Their
house was built in two sections: one part as a simple cottage of rectangular design topped by
a steep gabled roof; the other, connected to this, was a skillion-roofed portion. Both parts

were constructed of the local ironstone. 192

190 From Hebart, quoted in Charles A. Price, German settlers in South Australia, Melbourne,
Melbourne University Press, 1945, p. 14.

191 Colin Thiele, Barossa Valley Sketchbook, Adelaide, Rigby, 1968, pp. 12—13.

192 Geoffrey H. Manning, op. cit., p. 112. Site visits to former Traeger property, Langmeil Rd,
Tanunda, 16 January, 11 May 1990.

62



HERITAGE OF EIGHT LOWER NORTH TOWNS

By 1849 a map of the Barossa Ranges showed the Langmeil and Bethany townships situated
on the Tanunda rivulet and Para-Gawler River respectively. Skirting the settlements were the
ranges themselves and a thick belt of scrub on the road to Angas Park and Angaston. An
author described Bethany as ‘in a very thriving condition’.193 Within only a couple of years the
outer edges of these villages met at the town of ‘Tanunda proper’ and a new settlement
began in the midst of what these German emigrants called so ‘blessed a country’. A plan of
this new town was lodged at the General Registry Office in 1854 and was headed ‘situated on
the banks of the River Gawler and Angas Park the property of Chas. Flaxman'. Whether

Flaxman or his erstwhile employer Angas owned the land at this point in negotiable.!94

By 1851 Tanunda was beginning to become an important town. There were about 60 houses
there at the time including a number of ‘good-looking’ stores. There were many trades
established: butchers, bakers, shoemakers and the like. A steam flour mill worked incessantly
and one visitor stated that he could ‘testify to the tenacity of its vigour’. The Alliance Hotel was
only twenty-five metres away from the mill and many guests there suffered under the noise
and vibrations: ‘after being ceaseless in noise all day, it [the mill] began to work day and night;
and as there was no possibility of closing our windows from the state of the weather we had its
running accompaniment of puffs and blows constantly in our ears.’ At the time there were also
three Lutheran chapels in the vicinity and the Langmeil one, nearby the hotel, was a place in
which its congregation voiced ‘hymns harmoniously sung’. The Alliance Hotel, although
opened in 1848 only remained licensed until 1853. Perhaps it was the constant noise of the
steam flour mill that defeated it. Yet the building itself survived and its low walls and deep

verandah still contain the major elements of that old inn.195

From this time Tanunda, with its attendant settlements at Langmeil and Bethanien, began to
develop as a sophisticated provincial town. It was, however, a town with a difference. For just
as those first settlements of the Lutherans had the church as their social and cultural base, so
it was in Tanunda. By the mid-1860s it was a thriving centre, but its main ingredient was the
particular Germanic culture and, of course, the influence of the church. As one modern writer

noted,

The Valley was born in an atmosphere of deep religious faith,
and it remains to this day a Valley of well-used churches.
Indeed it is an incontrovertible fact that the most powerful

influence in the Barossa today is . . . that of the church.

193 The map is included in “Agricola’, op. cit. pp. 9, 11.

194 E M. Yelland (ed.), Colonists, Copper and Corn in the colony of South Australia,
Melbourne, 1983, pp. 104-7. F.S. Dutton, op. cit., p. 138. Geoffrey H. Manning, op. cit,, p.
202.

195, M. Yelland, op. cit., p .104. Bob Hoad, op. cit., part 3, p. 8.
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It shepherds its thousands of followers with an almost
paternal and benevolent discipline. It sets a code of moral
behaviour. The Church looks after the welfare of the old, the
teaching of the young, and it guides its followers in the years

between, all with the same devotion.196

That small church nestled next to the noisy mill, where a congregation joined in harmonious
song, was the first Langmeil Church. This plain rectangular chapel, with a small porch, squat
lancet windows and shingled roof was a reminder of the Lutheran’s great Reformation
heritage. By the late 1860s—early 1870s, other churches were being built. Part of Kavel's
congregation hived off into their own congregation in 1860 after a theological difference of
opinion. Although they had much difficulty finding a suitable venue they dedicated a new
church, St John’s in 1868. This beautiful building has a relatively ornate interior with statuary
added in the 1890s. Further to the north, another church, Tabor, began its life in about 1850.
By 1860 new pews were bought for the church and then in 1871 major additions were made
to the building. Each of the churches mentioned have magnificent spires, towering their way
heavenward—a reminder of the old gothic traditions of their forebears. Today these spires are

one of the Barossa Valley's most important cultural symbols.97

And the town itself was taking on a more refined air. the main thoroughfare was lined with neat
shops, mainly of single storey. The large, multi-paned windows of the shops displayed goods
in an enticing manner for the passer-by. There were Christen's ‘Fancy Bazaar’; Henry
Schroeder’s grocery, drapery and ironmongery; Witt's grocery and drapery; Menner’s bread
and biscuit bakery; Schulz's butcher shop; Heuzenroeder's chemist shop and residence,
Weichmann’s Tanunda store; not to speak of the Victoria and Tanunda hotels; the bank;
Schlinke’s mill; the tinsmith's shop; the blacksmith’s and wheelwright’s businesses; and
others. If the size of a tradesman’s or craftsman’s residence tells anything, the butcher and
pharmacist were ostensibly ahead of the others. Photographs of the town in the 1860s show

a well-organised, thriving settlement.198

In 1865, a two storey post office and telegraph station was added to the list of buildings along
the main street. Its presence was not just a reminder that government services were

extending across the landscape, bringing order and bureaucracy. For in this case the people

196 Alan Gallagher, Tanunda in the Heart of . . . Barossa Valfey, Adelaide, Commercial Printing
House, 1975, p. 4.

197 See “Tanunda 1865’, a framed composite photograph in the Barossa Valley Archives &
Historical Trust Museum, Tanunda, 1981 reprint for a view of the ‘Old Langmeil Church’. R.
and M. Teusner, Churches of the Barossa Valley, Adelaide, Lutheran Press, 1971, pp. 12 —
14. Colin Thiele, op. cit., pp. 7, 21-5. Also, L.H. Leske, Langmeil Congregation 1843—1968,
Adelaide, Lutheran Press, 1968.

198 “Tanunda 1865’, op. cit.
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of Tanunda had provided a portion of the wherewithal that brought the post office into being.
The residents of the town, probably anxious to gain contact with Adelaide and elsewhere
through new technology and to see their mail move faster, purchased land on a main street
corner block and donated it the the Government. By March 1865 estimates for the building
were made. A month later a tender by one Isaac Bertwistle was accepted for the works. Soon,
this fine limestone building with stuccoed blockings and embellishments was a major feature
of Tanunda.199

Within a short space of time another government building, a court house, was also erected.
Designed by the Colonial Architect and built by Tapson and Niesche, this large, relatively lofty
structure was the preserve of law and order in that community. In design it was remarkably
similar to other court houses at Kapunda and elsewhere in South Australia. With such facilities
in place Tanunda was starting to be included in the administrative network that was spreading
out from Adelaide.200

Tanunda residents were not only concerned with being part of the system of government in
their colony. They had a rich cultural life, springing from their Germanic origins and this was
displayed in their diet, sport and recreational activities. It is true to say that they had a longing
for intellectual, as much as physical, recreation. After the District Council of Tanunda was
formed in 1855, moves were made to provide for the community’s educational needs. The
Tanunda Institute was formally launched in 1869. The first subscribers read like a who’s who of
Tanunda: C. Wilberth, Secretary; C. von Bertouch Sr, President; Henry Schroeder; B. Clarke;
Julius Sobels; Theo. Heuzenroeder; H. Juncken; R. Homburg; Benno Seppelt; George
Fischer; A. Schmidt; W. Eberhard; and T. Brock. Ten years later the foundation stone of a fine
institute building was laid on the main street, adjacent to Langmeil church and the house that
was the erstwhile Alliance Hotel. This building was completed by the end of 1879 at a cost of
£1,440.201

in the early 1880s, Tanunda was described as being the ‘focal point of numerous German
settlements’. The young man who gave this description, Wilhelm Wendlandt, further

expanded our view of Tanunda at the time. He wrote:

. .. Tanunda is fortunate in having a two-storied stone post
and telegraph station. Next door, an old hunch-backed

Hanoverian has neatly decorated his shop-window,

199 Alan Gallagher, op. cit., p. 14. Colonial architect Outgoing Correspondence 84/65,
National Trust File noted 2020.

200 National Trust File notes 291—SACON reference nos, 227-8, Colonial Architect’s
outgoing letter book, 871.

201 Back to Tanunda Committee, Souvenir, Tanunda, 1927, unpaged. Register, 2 January
1880.
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delighting young and old with his jewellery and fancy-goods

that are in popular demand.

Adjoining that is a tinsmithy, then several guest-houses, and
finally a German printery which in earlier years issued an
attractive newspaper, the “Australian German News” as well

as ‘A Selection of Readings”. . .

Opposite the Tanunda post office we find the commercial
world represented. Three large shops offer all kinds of wares
for sale in motley confusion. As a rule, the interior of the shop
is arranged in such a manner that only colonial wares are
displayed along the one side, while on the other only articles
of clothing appear, with crockery, ceramic ware and
ironmongery well to the back . . . A pharmacy and even a
doctor (admittedly, of doubtful erudition) are not to be found

wanting.

In the centre of the town a powerful steam-driven mill, which
provides flour to a wide neighbourhood, operates both day

and night. . .

The agricultural population . . .live mainly on the annual

returns from field and stable.

A few big farmers have acquired distinction due to their
magnificent horses, extensive vineyards and well-filled
cellars; yet, almost every small landholder had a vineyard.
And during the Australian autumn . . . all hands may be seen

busily picking and treading grapes.202

It was the blossoming of this last mentioned industry that gave Tanunda an industrial base, yet
it also linked the town to the rise and fall of grape prices on the open market. Eventually this

led to the rise of grower-operated wineries and the establishment of a more stable wine

By the time that George Sutherland was making his way through the countryside of South
Australia in the late 1880s, penning his articles on rural life for the Adelaide papers, the wine
industry was extraordinarily important. Sutherland saw that the country around Tanunda was

so greatly planted with vines that ‘the general effect is that of an immense estate devoted to

202 Wilhelm Wendlandt (trs. P. A. Scherer), Germans in a Strange Land: Tanunda in the

1880’s, The translator, 1986, no place of publication, pp. 9, 11-14, 17-18,
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viticulture’. One further thing he noticed was that because Tanunda was the local centre of
this industry it was proposed to form a Company that would manufacture wine. Other
winemakers were not troubled by this new concern, for the market appeared to be almost
limitless,203

The resulting enterprise, G.F. Cleland & Co. Ltd, had as its main founder G. F. Cleland, an
Adelaide winemaker. Other shareholders in G. F. Cleland & Co. Ltd were William Jacob of
Moorooroo, Sir Samuel and Lady Davenport Dr and Mrs E. D. Cleland and C. J. Horrocks.
Cleland responded to approaches from local Tanunda growers such as John Basedow who
sought a market for their unsold grapes in glut years. The formation of a new winery would
give a certain sale for their grapes. From these origins Chateau Tanunda was formed. The
cellars were begun in 1889 and completed in the next year. An 1893 visitor to the site wrote
that:

... the principal building is built of stone with brick dressings,
and is 250 ft long by 110 ft wide and 40 ft high, and capable
of holding 1,000,000 gals of wine. The cellars are built on the
face of a hill sloping towards the south. Owing to the fall of
the ground the grapes are delivered into the top storey direct
from the wagons, and are taken by the steam elevators to the
strippers and crushers, which are capable of treating 100
tons of grapes per day. The crushed grapes fall into shoots,
which carry the must into vats by gravitation. In addition to the
wine cellars there are other buildings including the distillery
and bonded stores,204

When the delegates to the convention for the British Association for the Advancement of
Science made an excursion to Tanunda on Monday 10 August 1914—a fateful time for
humanity—they were told that Chateau Tanunda’s ‘specialty’ was ‘their well-known Chateau
Tanunda Brandy; of each season’s production of 600,000 gals of wine, 500,000 gals are
distilled for brandy’. By 1916, though, the Adelaide Wine Co., which now ran the Chateau,
could not stand the financial pace and the operations were taken over by the long-running
firm of Seppelts.205

203 George Sutherland, op. cit., pp. 48-9.
204 Katrina McDougall, op. cit., pp. 53-7.

205 British Association for the Advancement of Science, Excursion to Angaston,
Seppeltsfield, and Tanunda, Monday 10 August, 1914, Adelaide, the Association, 1914, p.
16. Katrina
Mc Dougall, op. cit.
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Another local Tanunda winery of distinction at the time, Arrawarra, was run on the old Langmeil
Road by the Petras family. Petras had founded the firm about 1879 and built a large two-
storey ironstone building as his wine making centre. In 1908, J. F. W. Petras inherited the
winery and by 1928 was making about 30,000 gallons of wine from his grapes. The winery

closed in the 1930s and its vats were used for storage by other wineries.206

By the time that these and other wineries were being formed, Tanunda's basic appearance
had been created. It was a town that people wanted to visit, as tourists or for business. As one
commentator described: ‘It has a very clean and tidy appearance with its white road and white
buildings, its broad main street, bordered by well-grown Moreton Bay fig-trees, and its general
air of substantial comfort'. The arrival of the railway from Gawler in 1910 only accentuated the
move towards tourism. By the 1930s, the late nineteenth century description of Tanunda was
superseded by the promotional phrases of transport and tourist operators bringing in visitors.
Now it was “Tanunda, the Vineyard of the State. One of the most popular year-round holiday
resorts in the State’. This fact was reinforced by a local government publication of the time
which stated that ‘the district is well known as a tourist resort, and has many places of interest,
which are visited periodically by visitors from all parts of the Commonwealth’. Tanunda District
Council’'s entrance, in May 1946, as a member of the newly formed Barossa Valley Tourist

Association was a sign of how important visitors were to the district.207

Tanunda was favoured for a number of reasons. That this trend continued is of little surprise.
In the 1960s and 70s tourism expanded extraordinarily quickly, as visitors were attracted by
the town'’s character. While today some of the historic buildings that graced its streets in 1865
have long passed, traditions then followed are still continued. The town’s heritage is as much
in the people, their faith and culture as it is in their buildings. As Colin Thiele so perceptively

wrote,

The Barossa is not just a place. For over a hundred years it
has been much more than that—a way of life, perhaps, an
attitude of mind, a quality of spirit. It has been labour and
music, church festival and vintage, worship, and the ringing
of bells. Nobody born within earshot of that deep-toned
tolling can ever forget the sound: it wrings the air, a sweet-
sad note of joy and sorrow, a pain-joy, birth-marriage-death

note as mellow as autumn sunlight. Out of the past, out of

206 Katrina Mc Dougall, op. cit. p. 42. National Trust File notes 288.

207 George Sutherland, op. cit., p, 49. Bonds Science Motor Tours, Tanunda, the Vineyard of
the State, Adelaide, Bonds, c. 1937,unpaged. South Australia: The Civic Record, 1836
1986, p. 887. The Official Civic Record of South Australia, p. 573.
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Silesian history, out of Lutheran conviction, it wells and flows
over the Sunday valley.208

208 Colin Thiele, op. cit., p. 7.
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2. INVENTORY OF AND NOMINATIONS FOR
HERITAGE ITEMS
&
ITEM REPORTS
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25 KAPUNDA
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INVENTORY OF PLACES OF HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE, INCLUDING RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
THE REGISTER OF STATE HERITAGE ITEMS
S denotes State recommendation or listing on the Register of State Heritage ltems

Dwelling, 5 Carrington St

Dwelling and fence, 12 Harriet St

Coachhouse, cnr Harriet St and Hancock Rd
Warehouse—store, 26 Railway Pde

Former hotel,24 Railway Pde

Kapunda Railway Station

Railway Hotel, Railway Pde

30 (2) Railway Rd

Stone water tables and gutters (example), Railway Rd
10. Dwelling, 13 Railway Rd

11. Barn-store, Queen St

12. Pluckrose cottage, 2 Queen St

13. House and Barn Complex (Hampel's), off Hancock Rd
14. House, opp. item 13, Hancock Rd

15. Slate-roofed, outbuilding, Geoff Platten’s, Hancock Rd
16. Dwelling, 3 Way St

17. Dwelling, 17 James St

18. Grandstand, Dutton Park

19. Dutton Park Gates, Elliott Memorial S
20. Dwelling, cnr Maxwell and Hare Sts

21. Dwaelling, 32 High St

22, Dwelling, 26 High St

23. Row cottages, 16 Hare St

24. Former ‘Eringa’, main heouse, High School S
25. Dwelling, cnr West Tce and High St

26. Dwelling, 51 Clare Rd

27. Dwelling, 57 Clare Rd

28. Row cottages, 35 Clare Rd

29. Kapunda Hospital, off Nash St

30. Former warehouse, East Tce, opp. Joshua St

31. House and outbuilding, off Light St

32. Dwelling, 5 Rowett St

33. Dwelling, 4 Havelock St

34. Dwelling, 55 High St

35. Osborne House, 65 High St S
36. Dwelling, 65 High St

37. Dwelling, 14 Jeffs St

38. Dwelling, 10 Jeffs St

39. Dwelling, cnr Whittaker and Jeffs St

40. former Evangelical Lutheran Church, Whittaker St

41. Kapunda Primary School, main building S
42, Prince of Wales Hotel, outbuildings & wall, Mildred St S
43. 2 storey dwelling, 48 Mildred St

44, Row cottages, 36-38 Mildred St

45. 2 storey dwelling, 45 High St

46. Dwelling and former shop, 26 Mildred St

47. Dwelling, 22 Mildred St

48. CAFHS centre, Kapunda St

49. Dwelling, 28 Kapunda St

50. Outbuildings, E.&W.S. site, Alfred St

51. Dwelling, 14 Clare Rd

52. Stone water tables and gutters (example), Clare Rd

53. Former Corporation Offices, Clare Rd

54, Dwelling, 22 Clare Rd

55. Dwelling, 24 Clare Rd

56. Dwelling, 8 Gawler St

57. Underground arched stone drain, cnr Mill Lane and Baker St

58. Former showgrounds, stone wall & pavilion, Perry Rd S
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