












































HERITAGE OF EIGHT LOWER NORTH TOWNS

Port Wakefield Survey ltem No.: 21 St Alban’s Anglican Church, Burra St, PORT
WAKEFIELD

Photographs Upper: Exterior main facade looking north Lower: Exterior, south-east corner
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Port Wakefield Survey ltem No.: 21 St Alban’s Anglican Church, Burra St, PORT
WAKEFIELD

Photographs Upper: Interior, ceiling and trusses Lower: Interior main body of church and altar
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HERITAGE OF EIGHT LOWER NORTH TOWNS

Register Assessment Report
South Australian Heritage Act 1978 Port Wakefield Survey ltem No.: 22

Former Council Offices and Institute,
Burra St
PORT WAKEFIELD

Statement of Cultural Significance

This building was completed in 1880 as the Port Wakefield Institute. It was arguably the finest
public building erected in Port Wakefield during the town’s heyday. The former Institute is of
simple, yet fine, design and construction and shows the adaptability of calcrete as a building
stone. It is important historically and architecturally.

Relevant Criteria

A building important to the understanding of the evolution and pattern of South Australia’s
environmental, social or cultural heritage.

Significant Interest

1. Architectural: A double-fronted, symmetrical public building of calcrete walling. It has simple
colonial design and fine stone work and is important as one of the few examples of this type in
South Australia.

2. Historical: Port Wakefield was founded in 1850 as an outport for Burra copper. The town
grew as agricultural commodities were shipped from its wharf. The 1870s was a time of peak
activity. The Institute was established in 1878 as was the District Council of Port Wakefield.
The Institute building opened in 1880 and was the pride of the local community. It was the
high point of local civic building. In 1932, the local municipality and the District Council
amalgamated and in 1846 the Council moved into its new premises, the renovated Institute.

Recommendation

It is recommended that this item be included on the Register of State Heritage ltems
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Port Wakefield Survey ltem No.: 22

Former Council Offices and Institute,
Burra St
PORT WAKEFIELD

ANALYSIS OF SIGNIFICANT INTEREST

Architectural

Built in 1879-1880 as the Port Wakefield Institute.

It is constructed of random calcrete walling with rendered quoins and surrounds to openings.
Apparently there were plans to extend the building, as stone jointing is exposed at rear
quoins. The roof is basically a hipped M-shape, with added gables to west and east walls and a
ridge running west—east. Gables have ornate scalloped barge boards with finials at the ridge.
Guttering runs at the eaves.

The northern facade has a central arched double door with a single sash window on either
side. The western and eastern facades have similar windows.

The building is set on a rectangular plan in two main sections around a central passage. The
western section housed the Council chambers, while the eastern was converted to offices, in
two rooms. The Council chamber is largely original, but the offices and passage have been
renovated.

Historical

Port Wakefield was established in 1850 as the outport for the great Guif Road that stretched
from Burra to the Gulf of St Vincent. Its initial task was to be the place from which ore and
smelted copper would be shipped to the great markets of the world.

Yet the Government that surveyed and laid out the town and port had other ideas in mind than
the port being just an outlet for copper. They believed that the rapidly expanding agricultural
and pastoral economy in South Australia’s northern districts needed a suitable shipping base.
Eventually a railway network would link the port-town to this agricultural hinterland.

By the 1870s, the town was in a period of vital growth. The Town Council and the Institute
were established in 1878. The Institute building itself was completed in 1880 and consisted
of a library, public reading room and a subscribers’ reading room. As one reporter later noted,
‘if there is one public institution more than another that the residents of Port Wakefield are
proud of, it is their Institute’. Locals attributed the success of such enterprises to the eager
citizens. In the Institute’s case it was F. Cherry, who promoted the cause. In 1909 the library
there contained over 2,000 volumes.

In 1932 the Local District Council and municipality amalgamated and fourteen years later they
moved into their new offices at the renovated Institute building. This local Council ceased in
the early 1980s when it amalgamated into the District Council of Wakefield Plains with its
offices at Balaklava.
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Port Wakefield Survey ltem No.: 22

Site Record

Former Council Offices and Institute,

Burra St
PORT WAKEFIELD
Location Burra St Port Wakefield
Mapsheet 6529-19
AMG Reference 237100 6213300
Description Stone former Institute building
Land Description Part Section 76, Port Wakefield
Hd Inkerman
CT 777/18
LGA DC Wakefield Plains
Owner DC Wakefield Plains
10 Edith Tce

BALAKLAVA 5461

Other_Assessments

Heritage Status National Trust
Photographs Film 1634, 7.9.89; Film 1653, 31.5.90
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Port Wakefield Survey ltem No.: 22

Site Plan

Former Council Offices and Institute,

Burra St
PORT WAKEFIELD
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Port Wakefield Survey ltem No.: 22 Former Council Offices and Institute, Burra St, PORT
WAKEFIELD

Photoaraphs Upper: Exterior, northern main facade Lower: Exterior, western wall
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Port Wakefield Survey ltem No.: 22 Former Council Offices and Institute, Burra St, PORT
WAKEFIELD

Photographs Upper: Interior, main entrance hall Lower: Interior, former reading—Council room
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Register Assessment Report

South Australian Heritage Act 1978 Port Wakefield Survey item No.: 29
Westpac Bank, dwelling and wall

Edward St

PORT WAKEFIELD

Statement of Cultural Significance

Built during 1877 for the National Bank, designed by Daniel Garlick and built by the_lo_ca|
builders J. Knowles and Thomas Smith. It is one of the finest examples of a calcrete building
of sophisticated design in South Australia.

Relevant Criteria

A building important to the understanding of the evolution and pattern of South Australia‘s
environmental, social or cultural heritage and possessed of aesthetic values or demonstrating
outstanding creative and/or technical accomplishment.

Significant Interest

1. Architectural: Represents a refined use of calcrete in a bank building and dwelling. It is one
of the finest examples of a building of this type and was the most sophisticated use of calcrete
in the town of Port Wakefield.

2. Historical: Port Wakefield was founded in 1850 as an outport for Burra copper. The town
grew as agricultural commodities were shipped from its wharf. The 1870s was a time of peak
activity. This building was constructed during 1877 for the National Bank by the local builders
J. Knowles and Thomas Smith, who specialised in calcrete structures.

Recommendation

It is recommended that this item be included on the Register of State Heritage ltems
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Port Wakefield Survey Item No.: 29

Westpac Bank, dwelling and wall
Edward St
PORT WAKEFIELD

ANALYSIS OF SIGNIFICANT INTEREST

Architectural

Built in 1877 as a bank and dwelling.

The building is constructed in two sections under the one roof in an L-shape. Walls are of
calcrete, coursed and jointed, with rendered and moulded block quoins and moulded
surrounds to openings. The southern entrance of the bank is via an arched doorway
surmounted by a key stone and moulding. Either side of this door are windows of similar style
with similar reliefs. Above the entrance way is an ornate parapet, with classical ornamentation
and scrolling. The dwelling section is of a villa design with a timber and corrugated galvanised
iron verandah over its southern wall. The roof of this building is in several hipped sections and
runs to an additional skillion roof at the rear and is clad in corrugated galvanised iron.

Access could not be gained to the dwelling section of this building. The banking chamber,
however, has been greatly renovated, although original moulded cornices and ceiling roses
survive.

Garlick’s design and the use of calcrete have combined to make this the most elaborate of
nineteenth century buildings in Port Wakefield. This would be the most outstanding calcrete
building of its type in the Lower North.

Historical

Port Wakefield was established in 1850 as the outport for the great Gulf Road that stretched
from Burra to the Gulf of St Vincent. Its initial task was to be the place from which ore and
smelted copper would be shipped to the great markets of the world.

Yet the Government that surveyed and laid out the town and port had other ideas in mind than
the port being just an outlet for copper. They believed that the rapidly expanding agricultural
and pastoral economy in South Australia’s northern districts needed a suitable shipping base.
Eventually a railway network would the port-town to this agricultural hinterland.

As the town grew in importance as a shipping centre, so the services that were needed for it
to function grew also. Certainly by the early 1870s a spate of commercial building occurred.
Much of this work was carried out by the local builders J. Knowles and Thomas Smith. They
specialised in using the local calcrete for buildings from the relatively primitive to the
sophisticated. This bank was the finest example of their work.

The National Bank of Australasia opened premises at Port Wakefield soon after the town was
established. This first bank was little more than a wooden shed. In 1877, they moved into
these new premises designed by the architect Daniel Garlick. One writer in a country
newspaper noted that ‘the building will apparently be a large one and affords already a striking
contrast to a small wooden shed, formerly the “Bank” which is apparently now used as a

406




HERITAGE OF EIGHT LOWER NORTH TOWNS

lumber shed’. In 1900 the branch closed and the building sold to a grain merchant. Then, in
1903, the Commercial Bank of Australia purchased the premises and reopened the bank.
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Port Wakefield Survey Item No.: 29

Site Record

Westpac Bank, dwelling and wall

Edward St
PORT WAKEFIELD
Location Edward St Port Wakefield
Mapsheet 6529-19
AMG Reference 236960 6213500
Description Stone bank, dwelling and wall
Land Description Part Sections 29-30, Port Wakefield
Hd inkerman
CT 256/987
LGA DC Wakefield Plains
Owner Westpac Bank

2-8 King William St
ADELAIDE 5000

Other Assessments

Heritage Status National Trust
Photographs Film 1634, 7.9.89; Film 1653, 31.5.90
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Port Wakefield Survey Item No.: 29 Westpac Bank, dwelling and wall, Edward St, PORT
WAKEFIELD

Photographs Upper: Exterior, view of southern facade Lower: Exterior, south-east corner
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Port Wakefield Survey ltem No.: 29 Westpac Bank, dwelling and wall, Edward St, PORT
WAKEFIELD

Photographs Upper: Exterior, north-west corner and wall Lower: Interior, bank chamber

411



