










































































































HERITAGE OF EIGHT LOWER NORTH TOWNS 

Tanunda Survey Item No.: 43 Former Shop & Dwelling, 5 John St, TANUNDA 

Photographs Upper: Exterior, looking to north-west Lower: Exterior, eastern wall 
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HERITAGE OF EIGHT LOWER NORTH TOWNS 

Tanunda Survey Item No.: 43 Former Shop & Dwelling, 5 John St, TANUNDA 

Photographs Upper: Exterior, South-east corner Lower: Exterior, John St, shop-front 
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HERITAGE OF EIGHT LOWER NORTH TOWNS 

Register Assessment Report 

South Australian Heritage Act 1978 

Former Traeger House 

70 Langmeil Rd 

TANUNDA 

Statement of Cultural Significance 

Tanunda Survey Item No.: 49 

Possibly built pre--1850, this house of transposed rural vernacular construction is one of the 
most important and exceptional buildings of the Lower North. It contains significant pieces of 
information about the culture of the first German settlers. 

Relevant Criteria 

A building important to the understanding of the evolution and pattern of South Australia's 
environmental, social or cultural heritage. 

Significant Interest 

1. Architectural: a house constructed and designed in transposed rural vernacular. It is an 
exceptionally rare building type and relates to the first German settlement. 

2. Historical: One of the earliest remaining houses in transposed rural vernacular in Tanunda. It 
was purchased in 1859-66 by Johann Traeger from George Fife Angas, but Traeger could 
well have been tenanting-leasing the farm before his purchase. The first settlers came to 
Langmeil in about 1843 and this house's construction and interior bear many of the hallmarks 
relating to the pre--1850 era. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that this item be included on the Register of State Heritage Items 

491 



HERITAGE OF EIGHT LOWER NORTH TOWNS 

Tanunda Survey Item No.: 49 

Former Traeger House 

70 Langmeil Rd 

TANUNDA 

ANALYSIS OF SIGNIFICANT INTEREST 

Architectural 

Probably built in the period of the 1850s or 60s. 

The house is in two distinct sections, with a deep cellar beneath. The main section is 
constructed or ironstone walling with a steeply-pitched gabled roof clad, now, in corrugated 
galvanised iron. A timber and corrugated galvanised iron verandah extends over the northern 
facade. The southern facade has a room built under a portion of the verandah, and the cellar 
door in another section. 

Attached to this section, on the western end, is a skillion roofed structure also constructed of 
ironstone. The original windows are largely casements. 

Most of the woodwork and construction of the building is in transposed rural vernacular style. 

The interior of the building is in poor condition, but reveals much about early construction 
techniques. There is a loft in the gable section and the ceiling below is of rough boards and 
beams. Walls have been roughly plastered. The skillion roofed section contains large open 
fireplaces for cooking, walls are heavily smoke-stained and ceiling is of lath and plaster. The 
room beneath the verandah also has a large open fireplace. Stone flags have been laid on a 
tamped earth floor. Walls are smoke stained. This chimney stack is so broad that it was likely to 
have been used as a smokehouse. 

Historical 

Tanunda was formed around the Lutheran settlements at Bethany and Langmeil. The 
Lutheran religious faith and culture were central to the evolution of the communities. By the 
1860s the town had begun to take on a character of its own. This emphasised the cultural 
origins of the community but also showed an awareness of greater colonial life. Hence public 
and civic buildings were largely modelled on the broader social expectation. 

While some of the early houses remain at Bethany there are few at Langmeil. According to the 
title, when it was brought under the Real Property Act, probably in 1859 or perhaps 1866 for 
the title is ambiguous, it was owned by Johann Gottlob Traeger. Possibly the land belonged 
to Traeger from an earlier date for the survey of Langmeil was only completed in about 1853, 
ten years after the first settlers came. In 1876 it was transferred to Ernst August Traeger, 
farmer and contractor. 

The house accords with the features of many of the original settlements in the valley. As Colin 
Thiele wrote: 

. . . usually grouped around a yard-the house, sheds, 
stables, barn, and sties enclosing a kind of keep. The smoke­
house usually adjoined the kitchen, and the bake-oven was a 
low igloo with a small door above or to the side of the kitchen 
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fireplace. To this day some of the old smokehouse walls 
remain as brown as varnish from a century of smoke fires (wet 
sawdust or damp wood chips) necessary for curing bacons, 
hams, and smoked sausages. 

Walls of houses and sheds were of timber and daub or stone 
and pug; roofs were of thatch. Hand-cut roofing beams, 
lintels and door-frames can still be seen in some of the old 
buildings, although lime mortar, galvanized iron, and sawn 
timber came into use as the resources of the settlers 
increased. 

LTO References. 

Back to Tanunda Committee, Souvenir, Tanunda, 1927. 

B. E. Teusner, A short history of the Barossa Valley, Tanunda, Barossa Valley Archives and 
Historical Trust, 1984. 

Gordon Young, Early German Settlements in the Barossa Valley, South Australia, Adelaide, 
Techsearch S A, 1978. 

H. T. Burgess, The Cyclopedia of South Australia, vol. 2, Adelaide, The Cyclopedia Company, 
1909. 

Colin Thiele, Barossa Valley Sketchbook, Adelaide, Rigby, 1968. 
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70 Langmeil Rd, Tanunda 

6628-5 

312665 6178840 

Stone dwelling 

Section 45, [title shows 21] 

Hd Moorooroo 

CT 2346/24 

DC Tanunda 

D D & J W Roenfeldt 

70 Langmeil Rd 

TANUNDA 5352 

Film 1643, 16.1.90; Film 1652, 11 .5.90 
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Tanunda Survey Item No.: 49 

Site Plan 

Former Traeger House 

70 Langmeil Rd 
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HERITAGE OF EIGHT LOWER NORTI-i TOWNS 

Tanunda Survey Item No.: 49 Former Traeger House, 70 Langmeil Rd, TANUNDA 

Photographs Upper: Exterior north-east facade Lower: Exterior masonry north-east wall 
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HERITAGE OF EIGHT LOWER NORTH TOWNS 

Tanunda Survey Item No.: 49 Former Traeger House, 70 Langmeil Rd, TANUNDA 

Photographs Upper: Exterior, northern corner Lower: Exterior, south-west facade 
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HERITAGE OF EIGHT LOWER NORTH TOWNS 

Tanunda Survey Item No.: 49 Former Traeger House, 70 Langmeil Rd, TANUNDA 

Photographs Upper: Interior fireplace, room on south-west Lower: Interior, former kitchen 
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HERITAGE OF EIGHT LOWER NORTH TOWNS 

Register Assessment Report 

South Australian Heritage Act 1978 

Former Barn 

Langmeil Ad 

TANUNDA 

Statement of Cultural Significance 

Tanunda Survey Item No.: 51 

Built in 1861 in transposed rural vernacular form, this former barn is one of the most important 
remnants of early Barossa German settlement. It is one of the few remaining outbuildings and 
an outstanding corner landmark. It is one of the best examples of early German architecture in 
the Barossa Valley. 

Relevant Criteria 

A building important to the understanding of the evolution and pattern of South Australia's 
environmental, social or cultural heritage. 

Significant Interest 

1. Architectural: constructed of ironstone and built in transposed rural vernacular style, this is 
an exceptional building of the utmost importance. 

2. Historical: Built in 1861, according to a descendant, by a member of the Braunack family. 
This building was the barn of a farmstead that developed into a dairying and orchard property. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that this item be included on the Register of State Heritage Items 
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HERITAGE OF EIGHT LOWER NORTH TOWNS 

Tanunda Survey Item No.: 51 

Former Barn 

Langmeil Rd 

TANUNDA 

ANALYSIS OF SIGNIFICANT INTEREST 

Architectural 

Built in 1861 as the barn of a farmstead. 

It is constructed of random ironstone walling with a steeply pitched gabled roof that flares out 
at the eaves. Quoins are large blocks of ironstone. The structure is dated on the eastern 
gable near the ridge. 

The interior has been largely retained, but a concrete floor added. Most of the timber is hand 
cut, but the main supports are gum trunks, without any treatment. Doorways are approximately 
3 metres wide and about as high. The barn is one of the best early examples in the Barossa of 
transposed rural vernacular architecture, using Australian building materials with a German 
rural vernacular design. 

Historical 

Tanunda was formed around the Lutheran settlements at Bethany and Langmeil. A German 
religious faith and culture were central to the evolution of the communities. By the 1860s the 
town had begun to take on a character of its own. This emphasised the cultural origins of the 
community but also showed an awareness of greater colonial life. Hence public and civic 
buildings were largely modelled on the broader social expectation. 

This, however, was not necessarily the case for the farmsteads which retained many of the 
Germanic features. The Braunack family, who came originally from Silesia, built the farmstead 
at their Langmeil property in 1860-1 . 

The buildings have remained within the family for 130 years. The land was farmed for 
horticulture and dairying for many years, but has now been subdivided. 

References 

L TO References. 

Back to Tanunda Committee, Souvenir, Tanunda, 1927. 

R. E. Teusner, A short history of the Barossa Valley, Tanunda, Barossa Valley Archives and 
Historical Trust, 1984. 

Gordon Young, Early German Settlements in the Barossa Valley, South Australia, Adelaide, 
Techsearch S A, 1978. 

H. T. Burgess, The Cyclopedia of South Australia, vol. 2, Adelaide, The Cyclopedia Company, 
1909. 

Colin Thiele, Barossa Valley Sketchbook, Adelaide, Rigby, 1968. 

Interview with Mr R Braunack, 11 May 1990. 
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Langmeil Rd, Tanunda 

6628-5 

312920 6179310 

Stone barn 

Section 22, lot 71, 

Hd Moorooroo 

CT 1226/15 

DC Tanunda 

R Braunack 

P 0 Box 14 

TANUNDA 5352 

Film 1643, 16.1.90; Film 1652, 11 .5.90 
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Tanunda Survey Item No.: 51 

Site Plan 

Former Barn 

Langmeil Rd 

TANUNDA 
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HERITAGE OF EIGHT LOWER NORTH TOWNS 

Tanunda Survey Item No.: 51 Former Barn, Langmeil Rd, TANUNDA 

Photographs Upper: Exterior view of north-west and south-west walls Lower: Exterior looking south 
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HERITAGE OF EIGHT LOWER NORTH TOWNS 

Tanunda SuNey Item No.: 51 Former Barn, Langmeil Rd, TANUNDA 

Photographs Upper: Exterior masonry work at gables Lower: Interior, walls and supports 
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