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HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION SHEET 
South 
Australian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 ITEM NAME: Menge ' s Island & Cave 

Former or other 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 
Johann Menge must be one of the most famous, indirectly one of 
the most influential and certainly the most unusual of South 
Australia's first European colonists . He arrived in the 
"Buffalo" in 1836 employed as a geologist b¥ the South 
Australian Company. From 1837 this highly lntelligent and 
eccentric man explored large areas of the new co l ony , usually 
qui t e alone and (unl i ke t he more formal explorers) easily 
l iving o f f the land . His extens ive mineral discoveries and 
hi s favourable reports on suitable farm land and watersupplie~ 
influenced many other settlers - especi ally in the sett ling 
of the Lower North, and in particular, George Fife Angas and 
the German i mmigrants he had helped. His discovery and public 
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Moorooroo 

L .G .A. Tanunda 
S.H.P. Region 8 
A.M . G. Ref.6628- I 
54 31050 617340 

izing of abundant minerals drew early attention , in particular~--------------------------~ 
to the colony ' s copper deposits , and Menge "acted as a catalyst 
to its development". (Barossa Historic Bulletin , p .l3) 

Menge lived a nomadic , frugal existence , his base for much 
of his t ime in South Australia being "Menge ' s Island" in the 
Barossa. He was established here by 1839, tried to sell 
Secti on 2750 , "well known , and j ustl y celebrated , as Menge ' s 
Is l and ... " i n 1842 a nd l eft in the earl y 1850s for the 
Victorian gold diggings , where he died i n 1852 . 

His home at the junction of t he two creeks, was a rich 
alluvi al flat , which he cultiva t ed and which he made an island 
by cutting a ditch from upcreek to a point downriver (the l ine 
of channel is still indicated on t he ground by a dark strip of 
soil) . Hi s house was t he cave , described as "very pri mi t ive . 
•.. like the roof of a house se t on the ground with one gable 
end closed and the other near l y so , l eaving only sufficient 
room for entr ance", around which were "heaps of minerals he 
had collected , waiti ng for cleaning and classificati on". 
(Barossa ... . Bulletin p.20 ) 

REFERENCES Short History of the Barossa Valley , 3 , 8 - 9 ; 
Barossa Historic Bul letin Vol .l, No . 5 , 1978 

pp . 12- 21 ; 
Heritage Investigations, Summary report ..... 

Early European Contact .... , files 

Archival photographs 

PHOTOGRAPH Barossa Historic Bulletin , Vol . l , No . 5 , 1978. 

SUBJECT 

2.1 

PERIOD 
State 

Study Area 

1837- 54 

TYPE OF ITEr-1 
LAND Natural f eature 

Hi s t o rica l site 
Historical Gdn. 

BUILDING 
STRUCTURE 
PHYS ICAL CONDITION 

STATUS 

D 
[i] 
D 
D 
D 

Reg. of State Her. Items 
Reg.O InterimLO 
Nominated D 

National Estate 
Reg. 0 Proposed L D 

National Trus t 
CL D RL r=J FileD 

Ot her 

S.A . Highways Dept . r:J 
Instit. of Engineers D 

RECOMMENDATION 

(A) State[][] (B) LocalD 
PREPARED BY 
HERITAGE INVESTIGATIONS 

Date: 1982 



HERITAGE SURVEY South 
Australian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION SHEET 

ITEM NAME: Moorooroo Cellars and homestead 

Former or other Weinkeller Restaurant 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 

Wil liam Jacob came to S .A. as assistant surveyor to Col . 
Light in 1836 and took up land here when the Special Surveys 
were done in 1839 . He had built a substantial house and 
outbuildings by 1850 . A l arge slate roofed house in dis
repair appears to date from this period . He was one of the 
first settlers to plant vines (1854) and to make wine (1859) . 
The cellars may have been built at this time. The cellars 
were added to and improved before 1891. 

The winery became C.F. Cleland and Co . Ltd. in 1888 (Jacob 
amalgamated), but thi s f olded in 1916 , the winery was sold 
and the cellars not used again for wine- making . 

The cellars were converted to a restaurant in 1972 by Colin 
Gramp. 

REFERENCES McDougall , Winery buildings .... pp . 75- 76 
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HERITAGE SURVEY South 
Australian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION SHEET 

ITEM NAME: Farm Complex 

Former or other Nietschke Farm 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 

This interesting farm complex was probably developed in the 
early 1850s . A substantial stone barn with cellar and slate 
roof as well as the homestead with typical attic room and 
slate roof are both significant . 

REFERENCES 

Verba l Don Ross, 1983 
Archival photographs 

PHOTOGRAPH Film No. 580 
Direction of view to W 

Negative No. 12 
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HERITAGE SURVEY REGION 8 
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South 
Australian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION SHEET 

ITEM NAME: House , Stables and Barn 

Former or other 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 

This inter esting farm group was established by J.C. Grocke . 

The house may have been built in the late 1840s as J. C. Groke 
(mis- spelled) is listed in 1 848 as the occupier of 20 acres 
of land in the district . 
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its type and is in largely original condition . Surviving slate S.H . P. Region 8 
roofed buildings are scarce in the region. A. M.G . Ref . 66 28- I 

54 31250 617420 
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South 
Australian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION SHEET 

ITEM NAME: Fo~mer St. Peters Kroendorf 

Former or other Church 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 

St. Peter's Kroendor f , Lutheran Church at Kabminye was built 
in 1864 , and c l osed in 1955. 

The church is of historical interest but the building has 
been extensively altered for use as a residence. 

REFERENCES 

National Trus t 1530 ; 
Teusne r , Churche s . . , p.42 
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Archival photographs 

PHOTOGRAPH 
Direction of view 

Film No. Negative No. 
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HERITAGE SURVEY REGION 8 
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South 
Australian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION 

ITEM NAME: Farm Complex 

Former or other Henschke farm 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 

SHEET 

This farm complex has remained in largely original condition 
and Henschke family ownership since its establishment in the 
early 1850s until purchased recently by Martin Dallwitz. 
The property is a very good representative example of the 
development of a Barossa Valley German farm. Remains of the 
earliest living quarters survive in a straw roofed implement 
shed while the later substantial stone home is in excellent 
condition having undergone extensive sympathetic restoration 
by the present owner. 

REFERENCES 

Verbal Don Ross, 1983 
Archival photographs 

PHOTOGRAPH Film No. 580 
Direction of view to E . 

Negative No. 10 
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South 
Australian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION SHEET 

ITEM NAME : House 

Former or other 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 

This prominent tall roofed house of typical German style 
is part of the early settlement of Krondorf. The Sontag 
family lived there until the 1930s . It is now owned by 
the Krondorf winery . 

REFERENCES 

Verbal Don Ross, 1983 
Archiva l photographs 

PHOTOGRAPH Film No. 580 
Direction of view to NE 

Negative No. 8 . 
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South 
Australian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION SHEET 

ITEM NAME: Krondorf Winery , original cellar. 

Former or other Glenview cellar 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 

Gottlieb Falkenberg began mixed farming on this land in the 
1850s, and one of the farm buildings , reported to be a wheat 
barn, was used for wine -making during the 1860s . This barn
cellar was in use for wine-making and storage until the 1930s 
(the second winery building was built across the road in the 
1890s , near the house). 

"The 1860s cellar is a good example of an early German 
Settler's building in both size and materials. " It has iron
stone walls and rammed earth and straw walls in the south 
side , there is red gum slab flooring in the cellar. 

REFERENCES 

McDougall, Winery buildings , p.44 

Verbal 
Arch ival photographs 

PHOTOGRAPH 
McDougall , p.44 (1980) 
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HERITAGE SURVEY REGION 8 

Item Ref. No. 9 
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HERITAGE SURVEY South 
Australian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION SHEET 

ITEM NAME : Barn 

Former or other 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 

This building was constructed in the early 1850s by the 
Nitschke family and is still in the same family ownership. 
It is constructed of very heavy local t i mber and is unusual 
for the district , having walls of horizontal slabs rather 
than vertical. 

REFERENCES Barossa Survey, p.ll4 

Verbal 
Archival photographs 

PHOTOGRAPH 
Direction of view 

Film No. Negative No. 
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HERITAGE SURVEY South 
Australian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION SHEET 
ITEM NAME: Seppel ts ' Dorrien Winery 

Former or other 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 

The large wine- making concern of Seppelts expanded between 
1910 and 1920 by buying new wineries or developing other 
sites (than at Seppeltsfie l d) . The Dorrien winery was built 
in 1911 next to t he railway line at "Seppelts ' Siding", 
constructed "very much after the style of the original winery 
at Seppeltsfield". This building was par tly demolished in 
1979 but it remains a substantia l s tructure , together with 
the characteristic palm t rees and castellated storage tanks . 

REFERENCES McDougall , Winery buildings .. p.29 

Verbal 
Archival photographs 

PHOTOGRAPH Film No. 572 Negative No. 6 
Direction of view to sw 
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HERITAGE SURVEY South 
Australian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION SHEET 

ITEM NAME: Farm Compl ex 

Former or other 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 

Part of the significant Bethany settlement , this early farm 
group was previously owned by the Traube family before the 
present owners , W. Schulz . 

Of particular interest are the stables which are constructed 
of massive verti cal r ed gum s labs , still showing the drill 
marks made in preparation for splitting the tree trunk with 
explosives . 

Also of significance is the stone and pug barn with timber 
corner posts. 

REFERENCES Barossa Survey , 

Verbal Don Ross, 1 983 
Archival photographs 

Vol.l , p.Bl 

PHOTOGRAPH Film No. 572 
Direction of view to NW 

Negative No. 12 
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HERITAGE SURVEY South 
Australian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION SHEET 

ITEM NAME : House 

Former or other 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 

First owner Heinrich Ahrens , of whom the present owner 
Mr . Ray Lehmann is a descendant . 

The or iginal owner arrived in S.A . in 1837 as an employee of 
the South Australia n Company , then j oined Col one l Light' s 
surveying party . Ahrens bought this l and at Vine Vale in 
about 1842 and built a small home when he marr ied in that 
year . Then in 1853 , he built t he e xisting stone steep- roofed 
house . The back sec t ion may have been added later . The 
Ahrens would have gr own wheat on the land ; and a l so would 
have kept cows , pigs and fowls ; l ater some grape vines . 
The holding was 200 acres , which he probably originally 
bought from Angas , because the land was initially part of 
Angas Park. The house is described. locally as the firs.t 
two- storey house in the Barossa Valley . 

REFERENCES Barossa Historic Bulletin , Vol . 1 No.1 1969 

Barossa Valley Heritage study files ; National Tr ust , 2735 

Ve rbal 
Archival photographs 

PHOTOGRAPH Film No . 572 Negative No . 7 . 
Direction of view to sw 
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South 
Australian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION 

ITEM NAME: House 

Former or other 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 

SHEET 

Vine Vale was settled (as Angas Park) from about 1840-1841 
by German immigrants. J.S. Stiller is listed as the occupier 
of 20 acres of land in the Bethany district in 1848. This 
house was built by his son and probably dates from cl860 . 
With its steeply pitched roof and gable windows it is a good 
typical example of the German building style of the period. 

REFERENCES Barossa Valle y Heri tage Study files 

Government Gazette 15-2- 1848 in Barossa Historic Bulletin 
Vol. 1 , No.2, 1970 , p.20 . 

Verbal Des Ross , 1983 
Archival photographs 

PHOTOGRAPH Film No. 572 
Direction of view t o NE 

Negative No. 9 
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HERITAGE SURVEY REGION 8 
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BUILDING ~ 
STRUCTURE c:J 
PHYSICAL CONDITION 

STATUS 
Reg. of State Her. Items 

Reg. D Interim I. c:J 
Nominated D 

National Estate 
Reg • D Proposed I. c:J 

National Trust 
CL D RL t=J FileD 

Other 

S .A. Highways Dept. c:J 
Insti t. of Engineers D 

RECOMMENDATION 

(A) State D (B) LocalUU 
PREPARED BY 
HERITAGE INVESTIGATIONS 

Date: 1983 
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South 
Australian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION 

ITEM NAME: House 

Former or other Klix cottage 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 

SHEET 

This early cottage is significant as an example of the 
early building techniques of the German settlers in the 
Vine Vale district . With low doorways and steep pitched 
roof it represents the earliest farm- house type in the 
area and the pug walls are typical of the period. 

REFERENCES Barossa Valley Heritage Study files 

Verbal Des Ross , 1983 

Ar chival photographs 

PHOTOGRAPH 
Direction of view to SE 

Film No. 572 Negative No. 8 

PROJ ECT 
HERITAGE SURVEY REGION 8 

Item Ref. No. 19 

Office Use 
ITEM No. 
DOCKET No. 

LOCATION 
Address 

29 

Town 
Postcode 
Section 
Hundred 
County 
L.G.A. 

MOorooroo 

Tanunda 

S .H .P. Region 8 
A. M.G. Ref . 6728-IV 

SUBJECT 

2.2 
4 . 10 

PERIOD 
State 

Study Area 
1837-54 

TYPE OF ITEH 
LAND Natural feature c:J 

Historical site c:J 
Histor ical Gdn. c=J 

BUILDING (R] 
STRUCTURE c:J 
PHYSICAL CONDITION 

STATUS 
Reg. of State Her. Items 

Reg . D Interim I. c:J 
Nominated 0 

National Estate 
Reg • D Proposed I. D 

Nat i onal Trust 
CL D RL a FileD, 

I 
Other 

S.A. Highways Dept. D 
Insti t. of Engineers D 

RECOMMENDATION 

(A) State D (B) Local(i] 
PREPARED BY 
HERITAGE INVESTIGATIONS 

Date: 1983 
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HERITAGE SURVEY Sou th 
Aus tralian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978- 80 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION SHEET 
ITEM NAME: House 

Forme r or other Thiele House 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 

In 1842 a party of 28 families founded Bethany (at first 
"New Silesia") on land owned by George Fife Angas and known 
as "Angas Park". 

This small German styled house is of particular interest 
as the home of Carl Heinrich Thiele , one of the two trustees 
who purchased the Bethany settlement land from Angas in 
1852 on behalf of the community . 

Although in disrepair the house is a good example of its 
type and its association with Thiele makes it highly 
significant in the development of the now famous Bethany 
village . 

REFERENCES Barossa Historic Bulletin, Vol.l, No.1 , 1969 
pp 8-19 

Ve r bal Des Ross, 1983 
Archiva l pho t og r aphs 

PHOTOGRAPH 
Direction of view to N 

Film No . 580 Negat ive No . 3 

HERITAGE SURVEY REGION 8 

Item Ref . No . 20 

Office Use 
ITEM No. 
DOCKET No . 

LOCATION 
Add r ess 

Town Bethany 
Postcode 
Section 5 
Hundred Moorooroo 
County 
L . G.A. Tanunda 
S.H.P. Region 8 
A.M.G . Ref. 6628- I 
54 31450 617580 

SUBJECT 

2.1 
2 . 2 

PERIOD 
State 

Study Area 

1837-54 

TYPE OF ITEt-1 
LAND Natural featu r e c:J 

Historical s i te c:J 
Historical Gdn. c:J 

BUILDING U[) 
STRUCTURE c:J 
PHYSICAL CONDITI ON 

S'l'ATUS 
Reg . of State He r. Items 

Reg . D I nterim L 0 
Nominated 0 

National Estate 
Reg . D Proposed L 0 

National Trust 
CL 0 RL 0 FileD 

Other 

S.A . Highways Dept . c:J 
Insti t. of Engineers D 

RECOMMENDATION 

(A) St ateCil (B) Loc a l O 
PREPARED BY 
HERITAGE INVESTIGATIONS 

Date: 1983 



PROJECT 
HERITAGE SURVEY REGION 8 

Item Ref. No . 20(a) 

L. G.A. 
Tanunda 

Film No. 580 
Negative No. 4 
Direction of view to E 

Film No. 580 
Negative No . 5 
Direction o f view to SE 

Film No. 580 
Negative No.6 
Direction of view to N 


